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CORRESPONDENCE 


coNCEmnNa 


CLAIMS  AGimST  GREAT   BRlTAm, 


TEANSIDTTED  TO  THE 


SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


IN  AKSWEE  TO  THE 


EESOLUTIONS  OF  DECEMBER  i  AND  10,  1867,  AND  OE  MAT  87,  1868. 


VOLUME     II, 


WASHIlirGTON: 

GOVEENMENT    PEINTING    OFFICE. 
1870. 


V, 


UNiVERSiTY 


^ 


■'RARY 


PAPERS 


EBLATING  TO 


CLAIMS  AGlAIJSrST  GEEAT  BKITAIK 


ENFOECEMENT  OP  NEUTEALITY, 

EEBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  -whom. 


Date. 

1863. 
April  15 

April 

16 

May 

15 

May 

18 

May 

21 

May 

22 

1864. 
Jan.    12 

Jan. 

13 

Feb. 

19 

Feb. 

25 

Mar. 

11 

Mar. 

24 

Subject. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


602 


603 


Do. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Incloses  copy  of  Mr.  Rankin's  telegram  rela- 
tive to  conspiracies  of  insurgents  in  neigh- 
boring British  colony  of  Vancouvers'  Is- 
land. 

Has  directed  British  consul  at  San  Fran- 
cisco to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  con- 
spiracies of  insurgents  in  British  colony  of 
Vancouver. 

Incloses  extract  from  dispatch  of  British 
consul  in  San  Francisco  in  regard  to  insur- 
gent conspiracies  in  Vancouver. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  Lord  Lyon's  note 
covering  telegram  from  British  consul  at 
San  Francisco  in  regard  to  insurgent  con- 
spiracies to  fit  out  privateers  at  Vancouver. 

Incloses  telegram  &om  Governor  Douglass, 
of  Vancouver,  stating  that  every  vigilance 
will  be  used  to  discover  and  frustrate  at- 
tempts by  enemies  of  United  States  to  fit 
out  privateers  in  ports  of  Vancouver. 

Communicates  thanks  for  Governor  Doug- 
lass's telegram. 

Communicates  telegram  received  from  the 
United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal 
relative  to  supposed  gathering  of  insur- 
gents at  Windsor,  Canada. 

Has  transmittedtelegram  from  United  States  . 
consul  general  at  Montreal  in  regard  to 
gathering  of  insurgents  at  Windsor. 

Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Russell,  of  the  12th 
instant,  in  regard  to  abuses  made  of  the 
neutrality  of  British  territory  by  the  insur- 
gents in  Canada  and  elsewhere,  and  Lord 
Russell's  acknowledgment. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  covering  slip 
cut  from  Index,  a  London  journal  in  in- 

■  Burgent  interest,  in  regard  to  use  of  Cana- 
dian territory  as  base  for  insurgent  at- 
tempt to  rescue  confederate  prisoners  con- 
fined on  Johnson's  Island,  and  Lord  Rus- 
sell's acknowledgment  thereof. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  War  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  armed  insurgent  vessels 
Montreal  and  Saratoga,  in  Canadian 
waters,  and  asks  investigation. 

The  Governor  General  of  Canada  promises 
to  ascertain  accuracy  of  report  respecting 
insurgent  schooners  in  Canadian  waters. 


IV 
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Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Do 


Lord 
Mr 

Lyons 
Seward 

Do 

to 

Ml.     Seward 
Lord  Lyons 

to 

Do 

Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  F.W.Seward 
to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Mr.   Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley 


1864. 
Mar.    29 


April  14 

May  31 

June  15 

June  24 

July  18 

July  20 

Aug.  4 

Aug.  5 

Aug.  9 

Aug.  9 

Sept  26 

Sept.  28 

Oct.  1 


Requests  that  thanks  of  Department  may  he 
communicated  to  Governor  General  of 
Canada  for  attention  to  case  of  insurgent 
schooners  in  Canadian  waters. 

Incloses  communication  from  Governor  Gen- 
eral of  Canada  respecting  information 
given  to  United  States  that  two  schooners 
were  lying,  under  suspicious  circumstances, 
in  Canadian  waters. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Mr.  Howard,  United 
States  consul  at  St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wicls:,  relative  to  passage  through  that  city 
of  unusual  numbers  of  disloyal  citizens  of 
United  States,  en  route  for  Canada,  and 
among  them  Frost. 

Incloses  statement  from  Governor  General 
of  Canada  in  regard  to  passage  of  rebels 
en  route  for  Canada,  through  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick.    Precaution  promised. 

Acknowledges  with  satisfaction  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Governor  General  of  Can- 
ada to  prevent  infringement  of  neutrality 
of  Canadian  territory  by  persons  hostile 
to  United  States. 

Information  of  the  organization  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  St.  John,  by  Major  William  Hollins, 
of  an  insurgent  force,  to  commit  depreda- 
tions on  Maine  frontier. 

Incloses  telegram  from  government  of  New 
Brunswick  relative  to  information  of  at- 
tempts to  organize  a  force  near  St.  John 
to  commit  depredations  on  Maine  frontier. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  view  with 
regret,  and  no  little  alarm,  the  termina- 
tion of  the  arrangement  between  Great 
Britain  and  United  States,  limiting  naval 
force  on  the  lakes. 

There  is  no  intention  to  abrogate  the  ac- 
cepted limitation  of  naval  force  on  the 
lakes. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  War  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  reported  hostile  projects 
of  insurgents  lurking  near  Windsor,  Can- 
ada. 

Has  communicated  to  Governor  General  of 
Canada  information  concerning  project  of 
insurgents  now  in  Canadian  territory. 

Announcing  necessary  temporary*  increase 
of  naval  force  of  United  States  on  the 
lakes. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  announcement  of 
increase  of  United  States  naval  force  on 
the  lakes,  and  recalls  attention  to  Lord 
Lyons's  note  as  to  views  of  British  govern- 
ment. 

Communicates  letter  of  Secretary  of  Treas- 
ury stating  that  it  has  been  deemed  advis- 
able at  this  juncture  to  charter  propeller 
Hector  for  revenue  cutter  on  lakes,  but 
any  excess  over  accepted  armament  will 
only  be  temporary. 
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1136 


Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.    Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Do 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Do. 


Do. 


1864. 
Oct.      4 


Oct.  10 

Oct.  10 

Oct.  21 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  23 

Oct.  24 


Oct.    29 


Nov.     3 


Nov.    11 


Nov.    11 


Has  communicated  Mr.  Seward's  communi- 
cation, relative  to  an  increase  of  American 
naval  force  on  tlie  Canadian  lakes,  to 
British  government. 

Mr.  Adams  has  been  instructed  to  make  ex- 
planations to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
increase  of  naval  force  on  the  lakes. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Mr.  Burnley, 
and  requests  that  an  explanation  may  he 
made  to  Earl  Russell  in  regard  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  naval  force  of  the  United 
States  on  the  lakes. 

President  regards  with  satisfaction  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Canadian  authorities  in  arrest- 
ing parties  engaged  in  depredations  com- 
mitted at  St.  Albans,  and  that  the  officers 
of  the  two  governments  are  acting  in  ac- 
cord. 

Has  communicated  satisfaction  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  the  Governor  General  of  Can- 
ada. 

Incloses  telegram  from  Governor  General  of 
Canada,  announcing  that  eleven  of  the 
St.  Albans  marauders  in  custody  would  he 
detained  until  demand  for  their  extradi- 
tion should  be  received. 

Refers  to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake.  De- 
scribes insurgent  seizure  of  the  Philo  Par- 
sons, and  intention  of  perpetrators  to 
subsequently  release  prisoners  on  John- 
son's Island ;  attack  on  St.  Albans ;  all 
perpetrated  by  rebels  using  Canadian  ter- 
ritory as  base  for  their  operations.  That 
in  view  of  these  events  tJnited  States  are 
justified  in  increasing  the  naval  force  on 
the  lakes.  Requests  that  Lord  Russell  may 
be  acquainted  with  the  facts,  and  protest 
of  United  States  against  permitting  con- 
tiguous British  territory  to  be  occupied 
by  insurgents  as  base  for  their  expedi- 
tions. 

Incloses  note  of  Viscount  Monck  to  Mr. 
Burnley  o(mceming  disavowal  of  General 
Dix's  order  to  pursue  St.  Albans  maraud- 
ers into  Canada  and  destroy  them. 

Acknowledges  Viscount  Monck's  request  for 
explanation,  or  disavowal  of  General  Dix's 
order  concerning  St.  Albans  marauders. 
Mr.  Seward  does  not  think  that  the  matter 
which  has  been  submitted  by  Viscount 
Monck  is  sufficient  to  call  for  modification 
of  views  communicated  through  Mr.  Adams 
to  British  government. 

Inclpses  General  Peck's  telegrain  in  regard 
to  the  Georgiana,  suspicious  vessel  in  Cana- 
dian waters,  and  asks  that  Viscount  Monck 
be  notified. 

Incloses  Mr.  Thurston's  dispatch  in  regard 
to  sale  of  Georgiana  to  parties  suspected 
to  be  insurgent  agents.  Mr.  Kimball's 
letter  upon  the  same  subject  is  ap- 
pended. 
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821 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1164 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1864. 
Nov.    13 


Nov.    15 


Nov.    17 


Nov.    19 


Nov.    22 


Nov.    95 


Nov.    29 


Nov.    29 


Deo. 


Information  that  propeller  Georgiana  has 
been  searched,  but  nothing  suspicious  was 
found  to  warrant  detention. 

Incloses  copies  of  inquiries  made  about  the 
Georgiana,  by  the  Canadian  collector  of 
customs  at  Port  Colbome,  and  of  a  tele- 
graphic circular  sent  by  Canadian  finance 
department  to  various  collectors  of  cus- 
toms, at  different  ports  on  lakes,  in  regard 
to  suspicious  vessels. 

Incloses  dispatch  No.  95  from  Mr.  Thurston 
and  the  reply  thereto,  relative  to  proceed- 
ings of  Canadian  authorities  in  regard 
to  prevention  of  hostile  expeditions 
from  British  provinces  against  United 
States. 

Incloses  reply  of  Viscount  Monck  to  obser- 
vations of  Mr.  Seward,  touching  inaction 
of  Canadian  government  in  regard  to  the 
prosecution  of  insurgent  marauders. 

Incloses  extract  from  Governor  Smith's  com- 
munication of  the  17th  instant,  relative  to 
the  hostile  scheme  of  insurgent  agents  in 
Canada  against  the  United  States,  and  re- 
quests that  the  earnest  attention  of  British 
goverment  may  be  given  to  the  sub- 
ject. 

Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Russell  and  its  ac- 
companiments in  regard  to  systematic  use 
of  British  territory  in  America,  both  conti- 
nental and  insular,  by  insurgents  as  base 
for  hostile  operations  against  United 
States.  In  view  of  the  case  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, the  Philo  Parsons,  and  the  St. 
Albans,  has  stated  that  measures  of  the 
British  government  are  not  by  any  means 
adequate  to  answer  the  desired  purpose. 
It  is  understood  that  all  of  these  hostile 
movements  are  set  on  foot  by  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, insurgent  citizen  of  United  States,  re- 
siding in  Canada,  and  that  the  United 
States  deems  itself  at  liberty  to  increase  the 
naval  armament  on  lakes.  The  purposes 
of  United  States  are  peaceful,  but  the  gov- 
ernment is  convinced  that,  practically, 
the  policy  of  neutrality  which  England 
has  proclaimed  has  failed  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Requests  that  representation  may  be  made 
to  Lord  RusseUin  regard  to  the  existence 
and»movement8  of  an  organized  body  of 
insurgents  at  Marysburg,  Prince  Edwards 
County,  Canada. 

Inclosing  communication  from  War  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  existence  of  military 
organization  of  insurgent  fugitives  in 
Canada. 

Incloses  note  from  Viscount  Monok,  contain- 
ing assurance  that  the  alleged  schemes  of 
insurgents  in  Canada  will  receive  earnest 
attention  of  Canadian  government. 
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Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.   Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward   to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Burnley  to 
Mr.  "Seward. 
Do 


Do. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


1864. 
Dec.      6 


Deo.  8 

Dec.  12 

Deo.  13 

Dec.  13 

Dec.  13 

Dec.  14 

Deo.  14 

Dec,  14 

Dec.  14 

Dec.  15 

Dec.  16 

Dec.  16 


Incloses  copies  of  liiteroepted  correspoid- 
ence  supporting  the  protests  Mr.  Adams 
has  been  instructed  to  offer  tp  British  gov- 
ernment against  use  of  their  provinces  on 
United  States  border,  as  a  base  for  aggres- 
sion. Copy  General  Augur's  report  is  also 
appended. 

Incloses  communication  from  mayor  of  Buf- 
falo, and  its  accompaniments,  in  regard  to 
movements  of  suspected  steamer  Georgi- 
ana,  and  to  other  hostile  proceedings  re- 
ported to  be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

Has  communicated  to  Governor  General  of 
Canada  information  of  alleged  existence  of 
military  organization  in  Canada  composed 
of  fugitives  from  United  States.  Incloses 
Viscount  Monck's  reply. 

Desires  that  General  Dix's  communication 
concerning  military  organization  of  in- 
surgents m  Canadian  territory  shall  be 
laid  before  Lord  Russell. 

Incloses  communication  from  War  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  alleged  manufacture 
of  Greek  fire  at  Windsor,  Canada,  to  be 
used  in  attempts  to  bum  certain  cities  of 
the  United  States,  and  requests  that  Earl 
Russell  may  adopt  preventive  measures. 

Incloses,  for  information  of  the  Governor 
General  of  Canada,  communication  from 
the  War  Department  in  regard  to  manu- 
facture of  Greek  fire  for  use  in  attempts  to 
burn  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Incloses  communication  from  consul  gen-, 
eral  of  United  States  in  Montreal,  relative 
to  suspicious  vessels  now  being  constructed 
in  Canada ;  two  of  them  being  called  the 
ElAlmandarisandPinero,  to  be  employed 
in  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

In  view  of  the  release  from  custody  of  the 
St.  Albans  marauders  by  the  Canadian 
authorities,  the  British  government  should 
be  asked  whether  they  nave  taken,  or  pro- 
pose to  take,  any  measures  to  prevent  a 
renewal  of  the  invasions  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  from  border  provinces. 

Incloses  copy  of  dispatch  to  Mr.  Adams  rela- 
tive to  discharge  by  Canadian  authorities 
of  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others  from 
custody. 

Thanks  Jilr.  Seward  for  sending  copy  of  dis- 
patch to  Mr.  Adams. 

Governor  General  has  issued  fresh  warrants 
for  apprehension  of  St.  Albans  men  dis- 
charged fr6m  custody. 

Communicates  thanks  of  Viscount  Monck 
for  satisfactory  explanation  of  General 
Dix's  order,  and  assurance  that  Canadian 
government  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
remedy  mischief  done  by  magistrate's  dis- 
charge of  St.  Albans  marauders. 

Has  transmitted  to  Lord  Russell  Information 
contained  in  General  Dix's  letter  respecting 
rebel  organization  at  Marysburg,  Canada 
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Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams."! 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Burnley  *to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


Mir.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Do 


Mir.   Burnley   to 
Mr.  .Seward. 


Date. 

1864. 
Dec.    17 

Dec. 

19 

Dec. 

19 

Dec. 

21 

Dec. 

21 

Dec. 

22 

Dec. 

24 

Dec. 

26 

Dec. 

28 

Dec. 

28 

Dec. 

29 

Deo. 

30 

Dec 

30 

Communicates  Lord  Russell's  note  relative 
to  the  intention  of  United  States  govern- 
ment to  increase  their  naval  armament 
upon  the  North  American  lakes.  Lord 
Russell  reviews  and  justifies  policy  of 
Great  Britain  towards  United  States. 

Incloses  Mr.  Chandler's  remarks  and  resolu- 
tions in  Senate  in  regard  to  action  ofCana- 
dian  authorities  in  regard  to  St.  Albans 
raiders,  a  copy  of  General  Dix's  order  97, 
and  modifications  thereof,  and  general  in- 
structions in  regard  to  passports.  Reviews 
action  of  Canadian  authorities  and  its  re- 
sult. Submits  reflections  thereon  which  he 
desires  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
Lord  Russell.- 

Communicates  dispatch  addressed  to  Mr. 
Adams  on  subject  of  certain  intercepted 
correspondence  of  insurgents  residing  in 
Canada. 

ShB  communicated  copies  of  Mr.  Seward's 
note,  and  its  accompaniments,  in  regard  to 
intercepted  insurgent  correspondence,  to 
Tiscount  Monck  and  to  Lord  Russell. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  United  States  consul 
at  Halifax  in  regard  to  insurgent  piratical 
organization  of  three  hundred  men  for 
purpose  of  preying  upon  commerce  of  the 
United  States. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  General  Dix's  report  of  hostile 
movements  in  Canada  near  Marysburg. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  reply  in  the  case 
of  the  Georgiana,  that  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment is  folly  alive  to  prevention  of 
plans  hostile  to  United  States,  and  has 
taken  stringent  measures  to  that  end. 

Relative  to  measures  adopted  by  Viscount 
Monck  for  prevention  of  acts  hostile  to 
United  States. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  promise  to  cause 
immediate  measures  to  ascertain  truth  of 
allegation  concerning  manufacture  of 
Greek  fire  in  Canada  for  purposes  hostile 
to  United  States. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  promise  to  cause 
immediate  investigation  in  cases  of  El  Al- 
mandaris  and  Pinero,  two  vessels  building 
at  Montreal. 

Acknowledges  friendly  spirit  and  judicious 
measures  of  Viscount  Monck  in  case  of 
Georgiana. 

Incloses  depositions  relative  to  proceedings 
of  Jacob  Thompson,  Holcombe,  and  others, 
in  aiding  hostile  expeditions  against  the 
United  States. 

In  reference  to  intercepted  insurgent  corres- 
pondence Viscount  Monck  states  that  it 
might  be  made  ground  of  an  indictment 
against  persons  implicated,  and  that  he 

^  will  do  what  may  be  possible  to  reach  pax- 
ties,  if  identified,  by  legal  process. 
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846 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.  Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1864. 
Deo.    30 


Do. 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Do. 


Mr.   Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 


850 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Do. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Deo.    31 


Dec.    31 


Dec.    31 


Dec.    31 


1865. 
Jan.      3 


Jan.      3 


Jan.      3 


Jan.      4 


Jan.      4 


Jan.      5 


Interview  with  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
insurgent  invasions  from  Canada,  and  to 
operations  in  Canada  hostile  to  United 
States.  In  regard  to  insurgents  in  Canada 
Lord  Russell  says  that  if  they  were  ca.rry- 
ing  out  instructions  from  rebel  authorities 
at  Richmond,  they  could  he  proceeded 
against  in  the  courts  as  guilty  of  offense 
against  peace  of  the  kingdom.  Effect  of 
General  Dix's  order  upon  public  sentiment 
in  England. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monet's  letter  in  regard 
to  alleged  insurgent  military  organization 
in  Canada.  No  traces  of  such  organiza- 
tion can  be  found. 

Incloses  general  order  issued  by  Governor 
General  of  Canada  in  regard  to  stationing 
troops  along  the  frontier  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  dispatch  showing 
the  measures  adopted  to  obtain  evidence 
of  reported  manufactore  of  Greek  fire  in 
Canada  to  be  used  in  burning  cities  in  the 
United  States. 

Acknowledges  suggestions  of  Viscount 
Monck  in  regard  to  detention  and  punish- 
ment of  persons  who  have  been  plotting  on 
Canadian  soil  against  the  United  States. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  the  general  order 
of  Viscount  Monck  in  regard  to  establish- 
ment of  military  defense  of  frontier. 

Viscount  Monck's  reply  in  regard  to  alleged 
insurgent  organization  formed  in  Halifax 
for  seizing  United  States  ships  on  the 
lakes  situated  between  United  States  and 
Canada. 

Incloses  Mr.  Cardwell's  instruction  to  Vis- 
count Monck  to  be  guided  by  the  decision 
of  the  proper  legal  authorities  in  Canada 
whether  the  persons  in  custody  ought  or 
ought  not  to  be  delivered  up  under  the 
treaty  of  extradition.  If  decision  is 
against  surrender.  Viscount  Monck's  legal 
advisers  should  ascertain  whether  these 
persons  may  not  properly  be  put  upon 
their  trial  on  charge  of  misprision  and  vio- 
lation of  royal  prerogative  by  levying  war 
from  British  dominions. 

Expressing  gratification  with  purpose  of 
British  authorities  to  ascertain  existence 
of  alleged  military  organization  in  Canada 
of  fugitive  insurgents. 

Acknowledges  information  that  Viscount 
Monck  wiU  cause  an  investigation  into 
supposed  employment  of  two  veseels 
building  at  Montreal  for  purposes  hostile 
to  United  States. 

Incloses  communication  from  Lord  Russell 
to  Mr.  Burnley  in  regard  to  conversation 
between  himself  and  Lord  Russell  upon 
insurgent  plots  in  Canada  and  the  duty  of 
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Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

1237     Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1865. 


Jan.     10 


1247 


867 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 
Do 


Mr.  Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.   Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Jan. 

16 

Jan. 

19 

Jan. 

21 

Jan. 

26 

Jan. 

26 

Jan. 

31 

Feb. 

2 

Feb. 

6 

Great  Britain  to  prevent  their  execution ; 
also  a  copy  of  a  note  to  Earl  Russell  upon 
same  subject.  General  disapprobation  of 
the  action  of  Judge  Coursol  in  discharg- 
ing insurgent  raiders  from  custody.  Effect 
of  the  President's  revocation  of  offensive 
part  of  General  Dix's  order. 

Promising  attentive  consideration  of  Earl 
EusselVs  suggestion  in  regard  to  termina- 
tion of  existing  arrangement  concerning 
naval  force  on  lakes. 

Reviews  state  of  public  sentiment  concern- 
ing insurgent  outrages  upon  Canadian 
border,  unsatisfactory  proceedings  in 
prosecution  of  insurgent  offenders  in 
Canada,  and  inefficiency  of  British  law 
and  policy  to  prevent  violation  of  neu- 
trality. Though  English  authorities  sug- 
gest absolute  right  of  reprisal,  United 
States  rely  only  upon  lawful  measures  of 
defense.  Congress  is  considering  the  ex- 
pediency of  putting  an  end  to  arrange- 
ment for  extradition  of  fugitives  from 
justice.  Telegram  from  United  States 
Consul,  Montreal,  announces  adjournment 
of  proceedings  against  St.  Albans  felons 
for  thirty  days. 

Incloses  a  copy  of  his  instructions,  No.  1237, 
to  Ml-.  Adams. 

Has  received  information  that  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  lurking  in  Canada,  are 
preparing  to  make  formidable  incursion 
into  territory  of  United  States  while  Lake 
Champlain  is  frozen  over. 

Incloses  speech  of  Governor  General  of 
Canada,  at  opening  of  session  of  Cana- 
dian Parliament,  asking  unusual  powers  for 
purpose  of  preventiog  the  employment  of 
Canadian  territory  as  a  base  for  insurgent 
operations. 

Proceedings  recently  taken  by  Great  Britain 
in  relation  to  Canadian  outrages  seem  just 
and  fair.  Provincial  authorities  have  be- 
gun to  act  with  energy  in  the  spirit  of  the 
instructions  of  the  home  government. 

Incloses  report  of  British  attorney  general 
for  Canada  East  in  regard  to  the  character 
and  destination  of  suspicious  vessels.  El 
Almandaris  and  Pinero,  building  at  Mon- 
treal. 

Lord  Russell's  view  of  agitation  in  Washing- 
ton for  repeal  of  reciprocity  treaty,  pass- 
port regulations,  and  other  arrangements 
on  frontier.  Lord  Russell  intimates  that 
if  any  of  these  measures  repressed  tendency 
to  active  sympathy  with  insurgents  among 
colonists,  to  that  extent  they  would  do  no 
harm. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  lieutenant  governor 
of  Nova  Scotia,  stating  that  he  has  failed 
to  discover  any  adequate  grounds  for  the 
supposition  that  there  existed  a  piratical 
organization  in  Halifax,  of  two  hundred  I 
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XI 


1269 


879 


Mr.   Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Earl   Russell   to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1865. 
Feb.      7 

Feb.      7 

Feb.    13 
Feb.    15 


Feb.    16 


1274 


834 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Feb.    17 

Feb.    19 
Feb.    21 


Feb.    23 
Feb.    23 


persons,  for  seizinpc  United  States  Tessels 
on  Canadian  lakes  and  elsewhere. 
Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  assurance  that  the 
government  of  Canada  will  use  every  exer- 
tion to  defeat  hostile  incursions  upon  towns 
of  Burlington  and  Whitehall,  in  United 
States. 

Incloses  information  received  from  United 
States  consul  at  Halifax  in  regard  to  con- 
temi)lation  of  another  raid  from  Canada 
into  United  States. 

Incloses  joint  resolution  of  Congress  relative 
to  the  notice  to  terminate  the  treaty  of 
1817,  regulating  naval  force  on  the  lakes. 

Interview  with  Mr.  Adams  in  regard  to  dif- 
ficulties attending  prevention  of  departure 
of  insurgent  cruisers  from  British  ports. 
Has  requested  Mr.  Seward,  through  Mr. 
Adams,  to  convey  his  letter  upon  improper 
employment  of  British  territory  by  confed- 
erate agents,  to  insurgent  authorities  at 
Richmond. 

Interview  with  Lord  Russell,  in  which  he  is 
made  acquainted  with  contents  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  rebel  commissioners  at  Paris, 
requesting  the  insurgent  authorities  at 
Richmond  to  restrain  their  agents  from 
using  British  territory  as  base  for  their 
operations.  Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's 
note  inviting  him  to  call,  and  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  and 
Mann,  rebel  commissioners. 

Incloses  telegram  from  United  States  consul 
at  Halifax  stating  that  Oswego  will  prob- 
ably be  one  of  the  points  of  attack  by  rebel 
raiders  from  Canada,  and  that  Rochester 
is  threatened. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  United  States  consul 
at  Toronto  in  regard  to  suspicious  transfer 
of  steamer  Georgiana. 

Sentiment  in  England  in  favor  of  sustaining 
insurgents  and  thus  preventing  aggression 
upon  British  provinces  by  United  States. 
Continued  employment  of  English  ports  by 
insurgents  obliges  United  States  to  adopt 
more  direct  and  vigorous  measures  of  re- 
sistanee  to  hostile  British  subjects.  It  is 
not  true  that  the  United  States  will  make 
hostility  to  Great  Britain  a  condition  of 
reconciliation  with  the  insurgents  and  an 
occasion  for  aggression.  The  British  gov- 
ernment, by  its  toleration  of  hostilities  of 
its  subjects,  makes  it  doubtful  whether 
Great  Britain  is  or  is  not  actually  inter- 
vening in  favor  of  the  insurgents.  . 

Incloses  dispatch  from  United  States  consul 
at  Halifax  in  regard  to  movements  of  insur- 
gent agents  in  Canada. 

The  bearing  of  the  rebel  programme  in  Can- 
ada upon  the  notices  of  the.United  States 
for  the  termination  of  reciprocity  treaty, 
and  the  termination  of  agreement  concern- 
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12b2 


1289 


X294 


1296 


908 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Burnley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Do. 


Mr.   Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.   Burnley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.. Seward. 


Do. 


1865. 

Mar.  1 

Mar.  7 

Mar.  7 

Mar.  8 

Mar.  9 

Mar.  9 

Mar.  10 


Mar.    11 


Mar.    14 


Mar.    24 

April    3 
April    7 


ing  the  armament  upon  the  lates.     Con- 
versation with  Lord  Russell  upon  subject. 

The  adjournment  of  the  case  of  the  St.  Al- 
bans raiders  for  eight  days,  by  Judge 
Smith,  renders  it  impossible  for  United 
States  to  modify  restrictive  measures  in  re- 
gard to  Canada. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monok's  dispatch  relative 
to  the  sale  of  the  steamers  El  Almandaris 
and  Pinero ;  the  first  to  citizen  of  Havana, 
Cuba,  and  the  second  to  citizen  of  Canada. 

Incloses  letter  from  Viscount  Monok  in  regard 
to  transfer  of  steamer  Georgiana  to  Mr. 
Denison,  of  Toronto,  Canada. 

Announcing  that,  in  view  of  measures 
adopted  by  British  government  to  prevent 
the  use  of  Canadian  territory  by  the  in- 
surgents, United  States  have  concluded 
that  convention  of  1817  may  continue 
practically  in  force. 

In  view  of  the  friendly  proceedings  of  the 
British  government,  the  President  has  di- 
rected that  the  passport  regulations  of  the 
17th  of  December  be  rescinded. 

The  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  has  requested 
the  United  States  consul  at  Halifax  to  give 
him  at  once  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any 
expected  raid  into  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  the  apprehension  which  prevails 
in  British  political  circles  that  the  close  of 
our  civil  strife  will  be  improved  by  this 
government  to  inaugurate  a  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  which  war  Canada  will 
be  the  objective  point.  Conversation  with 
Mr.  Burnley  in  regard  to  reasons  for  con- 
clusion of  reciprocity  treaty. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  reply  iu  regard 
to  alleged  plans  of  persons  residing  in 
Canada  for  making  hostile  incursions 
into  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  establishment  of  communica- 
tion between  the  United  States  consul  in 
Halifax  and  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Though  there  is  no  necessity  for  legisla- 
tive action  in  Nova  Scotia  to  prevent  hos- 
tile raids  into  United  States,  yet  Hal- 
ifax is  a  naval  station  for  blockade  run- 
ners and  a  depot  of  supplies  for  insurgents. 

Tone  of  debate  in  Parliament  indicates 
earnest  professions  of  a  belief  that  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries are  firmly  established.  Incloses 
debate. 

Announcing  that,'as  Canadian  raiders  could 
not  be  surrendered,  they  had  been  dis- 
charged. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-Governor 
Macdonnell,  in  regard  to  alleged  support 
given  to  so-called  confederate  cruisers, 
by  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  wliom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward     to 
Sir  F.  Bruce. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1865. 
Nov.     3 


Nov.     4 


1866. 
July    13 


Asks  explanations  of  construction  of  armed 
vessels  in  United  States,  for  service  on  the 
North  American  lakes. 

Vessels  in  the  course  of  construction  are 
intended  for  revenue  purposes,  and  arma- 
ment will  not  exceed  limit  stipulated  in 
convention  of  1817. 

Great  Britain  has  found,  in  the  case  of  the 
Fenians,  that  the  government  of  United 
States  has  acted  with  vigor,  promptness, 
and  sincerity,  which  call  forth  warmest 
acknowledgments  of  British  government. 


CASE  OF  THE  VESUVIUS. 


462 


328 


338 


343 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


...do.. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord     Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
Jan.    30 


Feb.  19 

Feb.  27 

Mar.  1 

Mar.  2 

Mar.  3 

Mar.  6 


Mr.  James  Spence,  an  insurgent  agent  in 
England,  desires  to  make  an  arrangement 
by  which  gold,  the  property  of  insurgent 
government,  shall  be  conveyed  from 
blockaded  insurgent  ports,  in  British 
ships  of  war,  to  England.  Incloses  an 
extract  from  Bahama  newspaper  in  re- 
gard to  British  vessel  so  employed. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Eussell  in  regard  to 
the  employment  of  the  British  steamer 
Vesuvius,  in  conveying  insurgent  gold 
from  blockaded  ports  to  Havana,  for  de- 
livery to  insurgent  agents. 

Incloses  Lord  Eussell's  admission  that  Vesu- 
vius brought  the  money,  as  charged,  and 
that  Acting  Consul  Magee  had  been  dis- 
missed from  service  for  permitting  its 
shipment  at  Mobile. 

Informing  Mr.  Seward  that,  in  view  of  the 
departure  from  duty  in  permitting  the 
shipment  of  insurgent  gold  upon  the 
Vesuvius,  Mr.  Magee  had  been  dismissed 
from  the  consular  service. 

Expresses  satisfaction  of  President  with 
just  vindication  by  British  government,  of 
its  authority  and  honor  in  case  of  Vesu- 
vius. 

Has  communicated  Mr.  Seward's  note,  con- 
cerning dismissal  of  Mr.  Magee  from 
British  consular  service,  to  Lord  Eussell. 

Incloses  his  acknowledgment  of  Lord  Eus- 
sell's note  in  regard  to  dismissal  of  Mr. 
Magee. 
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789 


798 

567 
574 

579 

586. 

824 
596 

861 
883 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord    Lyons   to 
Earl  RusseU. 


Do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams  '  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


....do.. 


.do , 


do 1. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do  . 


1863. 
Dec.    20 


Dec.    24 


Dec.    31 

1864. 
Jan.      4 


Jan.  8 

Jan.  14 

Jan.  21 

Jan.  28 

Feb.  1 

Feb.  12 

Mar.  3 

Mar.  21 


Requesting  that  the  inclosed  copy  of  S.  R. 
Mallory's  report,  as  insurgent  secretary  of 
navy,  be  laid  before  Lord  Russell,  as 
evidence  sufficient  to  remove  all  doubt 
lingering  over  objects  of  builders  of  the 
steam  rams  recently  detained  in  British 
ports.  The  effect  of  this  document  upon 
public  sentiment  in  United  States,  and 
necessity  for  action  on  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  remove  causes  of  growing  ill  feel- 
ing between  the  two  countries. 

Incloses  newspaper  extracts  from  reports  of 
insurgent  secretaries  of  treasury  and 
navy,  and  states  that  he  has  sent  similar 
extracts  to  Governor  General  of  Canada. 

Incloses  what  purports  to  be  complete  copy 
of  report  of  secretary  of  insurgent  navy. 

Incloses  complete  copy  of  pretended  report 
of  insurgent  secretary  of  the  navy,  with 
directions  to  use  the  document  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  undeceive  the 
British  government,  as  to  the  schemes  and 
acts  of  rebels. 

Will  present  extracts  from  report  of  rebel 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  Lord  Russell. 
British  sentiment  concerning  the  out- 
rageous plots  of  rebels. 

Suspicion  as  to  genuineness  of  the  pre- 
tended report  of  the  rebel  secretary  of 
the  navy,  induce  Mr.  Adams  to  delay 
transmission  of  complete  copy  to  Lord 
Russell,  until  receipt  of  further  news 
from  America. 

As  no  doubt  seems  to  be  entertained  by  Mr. 
Seward  of  genuineness  of  report  attrib- 
uted to  Mr.  Mallory,  insurgent  secretary 
of  the  navy,  a  complete  copy  has  been 
sent  to  Lord  RusseU.  Incloses  his  note 
to  Lord  Russell  upon  the  subject. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  acknowledgment  of 
Mr.  Adams'  note  in  regard  to  pretended  re- 
port of  Mr.  Mallory,  insurgent  secretary 
of  the  navy. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to 
authenticity  of  the  report  of  S.  R.  Mallory. 

Lord  Russell's  reply  to  Mr.  Adams  in  regard 
to  the  representations  contained  in  the 
pretended  report  of  S.  R.  MaUory.  The 
genuineness  of  the  report  is  denied  by 
Lieutenant  Maury.  Movements  of  insur- 
gent vessels  of  war  in  British  waters. 

The  United  States  are  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Maury's  denial  of  the  authenticity  of  Mr. 
Mallory's  report,  but  that  is  not  deemed 
sufficient  to  discredit  its  publication.  It 
is  regretted  that  British  government  stiU 
regards  it  necessary  to  consider  the  rebels 
entitled  to  belligerent  rights. 

Has  discovered  that  Mr.  Beach,  of  the  New 
York  Sun,  wrote  the  pretended  report  of 
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CASE  OF  THE  AMPHION— THE  HAWK. 


XV 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  ■whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1 

640 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

1864. 
April    7 

S.  E.  Mallory,  insurgent  secretary  of  the 
navy. 
Has  communicated  information  of  spurious 
character  of  Mallory's  report  to  Lord  Rus- 
sell, but  is  convinced  that  statements  con- 
tained therein  are  in  inost  instances   au- 
thentic.   Incloses  his  communication  to 
Lord  Russell  upon  the  subject,  and  the  de- 
bate in  Parliament. 

150 

CASE  OF  THE  AMPHION. 


628 
635 

904 
645 


918 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1864. 
Mar.    23 


April    1 

April    7 
April    8 


April  23 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  the  supposed  outfit  of  the 
"  war  steamer  Amphion,  sold  by  the  British 
government. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note,  stating  that 
there  is  liothiug  to  show  that  the  Amphion 
is  being  actively  fitted  out  for  sea,  or  that 
a  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
is  contemplated. 

Approval  of  proceedings  in  case  of  Amphion, 
and  satisfaction  with  Lord  Russell's  frank 
reply. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  report  of  result  of 
further  investigation  into  character  and 
purposes  of  Amphion,  but  there  is  no  evi- 
dence to  show  that  any  violation  of  for- 
eign enlistment  act  is  contemplated.  The 
Ampliion  has  left  the  port,  and  is  probably 
destined  for  employment  in  the  Danish 
service. 

Approving  proceedings  of  Mr.  Adams,  and 
hoping  that  the  apprehensions  entertained 
in  regard  to  the  Amphion  may  prove 
groundless,  as  Lord  Russell  authorizes 
United  States  to  suppose. 


CASE  OF  THE  HAWK. 


666 


729 


738 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do 


do, 


1864. 
April  22 


June  23 


July     7 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  a  steam  vessel  fitting  out  at 
Renfrew,  on  the  Clyde.  She  is  called  the 
Hawk,  and  there  is  suspicion  that  she  is 
intended  to  carry  on  hostilities  against 
commerce  of  United  States. 

Further  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  the  character  and  purposes  of 
the  Hawk.  Description  of  her  construc- 
tion and  equipment. 

Incloses  note  of  Lord  Russell  relative  to  de- 
parture of  steamer  Hawk,  laden  with  iron 
and  steel  bars  and  merchandise  of  appar- 

'  ently  innocent  character.  Her  construc- 
tion, upon  examination,  didnot  justify  sus- 


XVI  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

CASES  OF  THE  AJAX  AND  THE  HERCULES— THE  VIRCmiA. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

^ 

879 

Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

1864. 
Feh.    16 

picion  that  she  was  intended  for  war  ves- 
sel. 
Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  RusseU 
on  the  subjects  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  ac- 
count of  rebels.    The  Hawk,  the  City  of 
Richmond,  and  the  Rattlesnake,  are    de- 
scribed as  suspicious  vessels.  The  shipment 
of  persons  from  London  for  employment 
in  insurgent  service  is  discussed. 
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CASES  OF  THE  AJAX  AND  THE  HERCULES. 


879 


1338 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr,  Adams. 


1865. 
Feb.    16 


AprU    5 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  outfits  of  vessels  for  account 
of  rebels.  Mr.  Dudley's  statement  in  refer- 
ence to  the  construction  of  a  Vessel  called 
the  Hercules,  at  Dumbarton,  for  purpose 
of  carrying  on  war  against  United  States. 
Testimony  is  submitted  showing  character 
of  crew  of  Ajax,  a  vessel  having  similar 
purpose.  Enlistment  of  British  crews  to 
man  rebel  privateers,  in  cases  of  Alabama 
and  Ajax. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Mr.  Burnley,  in 
regard  to  the  prompt  exercise  of  precau- 
tion to  prevent  violation  of  British  neu- 
trality in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  by  the 
rebel  privateer  Ajax.  Lieutenant-gover- 
nor of  Bermuda  assures  United  States  that 
every  vigilance  will  be  used  to  prevent 
and  punish  a  breach  of  law  should  it  be 
attempted  or  take  place. 


CASE  OF  THE  VIRGINIA. 


879 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1865. 
Feb.    16 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  outfits  of  vessels  for  account 
of  rebels.  Mr.  Morse's  description  of  out- 
fit and  character  of  the  Virginia  and 
the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny  accompanies  the 
communication. 


EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  STONEWALL. 


873 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1865. 
Feb.     9 


Transfer  of  the  armament  of  the  City  of 
Richmond  to  the  Ollude  iron-clad  steamer, 
escaped  from  Nantes.  Her  appearance  in 
harbor  of  Corunna  under  name  of  Stone- 
wall. Her  origin  and  history.  Unsea- 
worthy  character  will  prevent  her  reach- 
ing America  in  any  shape  to  do  injury. 


ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 
EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  STONEWALL— Continued. 


XVII 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1280 


1302 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 


.do. 


1865. 
Feb.  28 


Mar.  13 


1315 


.do. 


Mar.  21 


1317 


.do 


Mar.  22 


909 


912 

927 


932 


1398 


952 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do. 
do. 

do. 


Mr.    Hunter    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Hunter. 


Mar.    29 


Mar.    30 
April  13 


April  20 


May      8 


May    11 


Incloses  Mr.  Dudley's  dispatch  in  regard  to 
City  of  Richmond,  alleged  to  have  carried 
out  and  transferred  to  Stonewall  its  arm- 
ament, supplies,  and  crew,  and  also  to  the 
movements  of  the  steamer  Laurel,  alias  the 
Confederate  States. 

Review  of  the  circumstances  attending  the 
cruise  of  the  Stonewall  from  port  to  port 
on  the  European  coast,  which  assure  the 
United  States  of  her  powerless  character. 
Is  satisfied  that  proceedings  of  maritime 
governments,  in  regard  to  her  reception, 
were  adopted  in  a  spirit  of  friendship  for 
United  States. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick's  report,  con- 
cerning the  armament  of  the  Stonewall  by 
the  City  of  Richmond,  the  arrival  of  the 
last  mentioned  vessel  at  Nassau,  and  the 
disclosure  of  the  purpose  of  the  Stonewall 
to  destroy  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
Requests  that  the  participation  of  the  City 
of  Richmond  in  the  armament  of  the  Stone- 
wall may  be  made  known  to  British  gov- 
ernment. 

Transmits  dispatch  from  United  States  con- 
sul, at  Bermuda,  in  regard  to  the  presence 
there  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida, 
and  other  men  under  the  charge  of  a  rebel 
agent,  waiting  to  ship  on  rebel  vessels ;  also 
further  information  as  to  transfer  from 
steamer  City  of  Richmond  of  men,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  to  the  Stonewall. 

Incloses  Mr.  Harvey's  telegram  in  regard  to 
the  order  of  Portugese  government,  pro- 
hibiting Stonewall  to  remain  in  Lisbon 
harbor. 

In  regard  to  movements  of  Stonewall 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  RusseU  in  regard  to  the 
injuries  impending  from  the  part  taken  by 
the  City  of  Richmond  in  arming  the  Stone- 
wall. . 

Inclosss  dispatch  from  Mr.  Dabney  m  regMd 
to  appearance  of  Stonewall,  at  Teneriffe, 
where  she  remained  twenty-four  hours  and 
took  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of  coal. 
Description  of  her  armament  and  crew. 

Incloses  correspondence  concerning  testi- 
mony elicited  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and 
Robert  Green,  two  of  the  crew  of  the  City 
of  Richmond,  regarding  transaction  in  con- 
veying men  and  munitions  to  Stonewall. 

Incloses  Lord  RusseU's  note  in  regard  to  the 
outfit  of  vessels  in  British  ports  for  employ- 
ment in  insurgent  service  in  violation  of 
Queen's  neutraUty.  Statement  of  Mr. 
Adams  in  regard  to  participation  of  City  o± 
Richmond  in  conveying  armament  to 
Stonewall,  and  other  matters  pertinent  to 
general  subject,  are  recapitulated.  Mr. 
Adams  refers  to  probable  discussion  of  sub- 
ject in  Parliament.  Is  preparmg  reply  to 
Lord  Russell's  note. 


AC— n- 


-TOL.  n 


XVIII 


ENFOECEMENT    OF   NEUTRALITY. 
CASE  OF  THE  PAMPEEO. 


No. 


From  ■whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir 
F.  Bruce. 


1865. 
May    13 


1456 


1017 


1501 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to 
Mr.  Hunter. 


Mr.    Hunter    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Hunter    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


May    20 


June  21 

July    20 
Aug.     5 


The  anchorage  of  the  Stonewall  near  Nassau, 
and  the  refusal  of  the  British  authorities 
to  restore  United  States  schooner,  captured 
in  Chesapeake  Bay,  induces  the  President 
to  assume  that  the  time  has  now  arrived 
when  the  United  States  must  expect  for- 
eign powers  no  longer  to  extend  counte- 
nance and  protection  to  those  plunderers 
and  burners  of  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Doubts  the  authority  of  governors  of  British 
colonies  to  act  in  questions  of  international 
rights  where  they  are  under  positive  in- 
structions from  imperial  government;  does 
not  doubt  the  neighborly  spirit  of  Governor 
Eawson,  and  has  transmitted  to  him  the 
note  protesting  against  reception  of  vessels 
flying  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

Incloses  note  from  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  con- 
taining deposition  of  six  of  the  crew  of  the 
City  of  Richmond,  in  support  of  a  state- 
ment made  by  Pratt  and  Green,  in  regard 
to  the  complicity  of  the  City  of  Richmond 
in  the  armament  of  the  Stonewall. 

Incloses  Consul  Morse's  dispatch,  covering 
five  depositions,  showing  part  taken  by  the 
steamer  City  of  Richmond  in  supplying 
Stonewall  with  equipment  and  crew. 

Acknowldgment  of  the  depositions  obtained 
by  Consul  Morse  in  the  case  of  the  City  of 
Eichmond. 


CASE  OF  THE  PAMPERO. 


130 


154 


357 
493 

165 

525 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

do 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do. 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1862, 
Sept. 

Nov. 


1863 
Mar. 


27 


Sept.  10 


Oct. 
Oct. 


In  regard  to  the  construction  of  vessels  near 
Glasgow,  supposed  to  be  intended  for  the 
insurgent  service. 

Has  addressed  letters  to  consuls  in  several 
European  countries,  in  regard  to  construc- 
tion of  iron-clad  by  George  and  James 
Thompson,  near  Glasgow,  and  inquiring 
whether  the  governments  from  which  they 
had  received  their  exequaturs,  were  inter- 
ested in  the  vessel. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell, 
respecting  certain  operations  of  the  rebels 
in  fitting  out  an  armed  vessel  at  Glas- 
gow. 

Formidable  steam-vessel  on  stocks  at  Glas- 
gow, constructing  for  rebels.  Mr.  Dudley 
reports  five  other  smaller  ones  building 
there  for  same  purpose. 

Description  of  the  vessel  building  at  Glas- 
gow, known  as  the  Canton. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
m  regard  to  the  Canton,  building  at  Glas- 
gow, for  the  rebels. 


ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTEALITY. 
CASE  OF  THE  PAMPERO— Contiaued. 


XIX 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  wliom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


172 


181 


539 


186 


552 


556 


565 


803 


585 


628 


905 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


...do. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


.do. 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


641 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
Oct.    29 


Nov.    12 


Not.    19 


Nov.    24 


Dec.    10 


Dec.    11 


1864. 
Jan.      1 


Jan.      6 


Jan.    28 


Mar.    23 


April    7 


April    7 


Description  of  tie  Canton;  visit  of  tlie  Brit- 
ish customs  officers  to  iaspect  the  vessel, 
and  prohahle  character  of  their  report. 
Evidences  of  her  warlike  purpose. 

Application  to  the  collector  at  Glasgow  to 
prevent  sailing  of  the  Pampero,  late  Can- 
ton, under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 
Peculiarities  of  her  construction  and  dan- 
gerous character. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  transmitting 
depositions  procured  by  Mr.  Underwood 
touching  outfit  of  the  steamer  Pampero, 
alias  Canton. . 

British  government  have  instructed  one  of 
their  officials  at  Glasgow  to  inquire  into 
construction  of  Pampero.  Detention  of 
vessel  pending  result  of  investigation. 
Suspicious  circumstances  attending  laimch 
and  outfit  of  the  steamer. 

Earl  Russell  says  that  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  sus- 
tain proceedings  against  the  vessel  called 
the  Pampero,  at  Glasgow. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  transmitting 
depositions  from  Mr.  Underwood,  the 
United  States  consul  at  Glasgow,  in  the 
case  of  the  Pampero.  Lord  Russell's 
acknowledgment  is  also  appended. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
the  arrival  from  the  United  States  of  sea- 
men and  officers  who  propose  to  run  the 
Pampero  out  of  Glasgow  and  employ  her 
in  insurgent  service.  Lord  Russell's  ac- 
knowledgment is  also  appended. 

Acknowledging  dispatches  concerning  the 
Pampero,  and  receipt  of  telegram  announc- 
ing the  detention  of  the  Pampero  by  the 
British  government. 

The  trial  of  the  case  of  the  Pampero  will 
come  on  in  the  British  courts  in  about  a 
month.  The  iron-clad  ram,  building  in  the 
same  yard  at  Glasgow,  has  been  purchased 
by  the  Danish  government. 

Progress  of  the  proceedings  in  Pampero  case 
in  the  Scotch  courts.  Probable  difit'erenoe 
of  opinion  among  the  law  lords  in  the  ap- 
pealed case  respecting  the  Alexandra. 
Slip  from  Morning  Star  in  regard  to  the 
Alexandra  case. 

The  just  opinions  so  clearly  expressed  by  the 
Scotch  court  in  the  Pampero  case  augment 
the  regret  that  United  States  feels  that  the 
cause  of  international  peace  and  harmony 
has  suffered  so  deeply  from  the  want  of 
equal  clearness  aud  decision  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  of  London  in  the 
Alexandra  case. 

Admission  of  the  builders  of  the  Pampero 
that  it  had  been  buUt  for  rebels.  The  build- 
ers are  ready  to  give  bonds  that  tlie  Pam- 
pero, if  released,  wiU  not  go  iato  rebel 


XX  ENFORCEMENT   OP   NEUTRALITY. 

CASES  OF  THE  PHANTOM  AND  THE  SOUTHERNER. 


No. 

From  ■whom  and 
to  -whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

i 

359 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

1864. 
April  12 

hands.  Mr.  Adams  infers  that  this  arrange- 
ment has  been  carried  out.  Incloses  Scots- 
man. 
Describes   the  arrangement  by   -which  the 
Pampero  is  to  be  prevented  from  entering 
the  insurgent  service,  and  its  ^eot  to  re- 
lease all  the  money  in  her  belonging  to  the 
insurgents,  -which  -will  enable  the  rebels  to 
invest  it  in  some  other  vessel. 

229 

CASES  OF  THE  PHANTOM  AND  THE  SOUTHERNER. 


362 


370 


77 


88 


425 


89 


178 

48 
66 

88 
425 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.   Seward. 


-do 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Se-ward. 


-do 


do 


-do 
-do 


.do 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Se-ward. 


1863 
AprU 

3 

April 

9 

May 

15 

June 

3 

June 

5 

June 

10 

June 

12 

186S 
Dec. 

12 

1863 
Mar. 

13 

April 

22 

June 

3 

June 

5 

Correspondence  between  Earl  Russell,  Mr. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Dudley  in  relation  to  the 
improper  outfit  and  movements  of  two 
steamers,  the  Phantom  and  the  Southerner. 

Incloses  copies  of  three  notes  -which  have 
passed  between  Lord  Russell  and  himself 
in  relation  to  the  Phantom  and  Southerner. 
Lord  Russell  promises  that  strict  -watch 
will  be  kept  as  regards  both  vessels. 

Incloses  his  own  affidavit  as  to  the  suspicious 
circumstances  attending  the  construction 
of  the  Phantom.  The  Milly,  built  at  Pres- 
ton, is  also  regarded  as  a  suspicious  vessel. 

The  steamer  Phantom  has  taken  in  quinine 
and  is  said  to  have  guns  concealed  in  her 
hold.  Nassau,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  her 
first  destination. 

Incloses  notes  which  transmit  to  Lord  Rus- 
sell affida-vits  showing  the  character  and 
purposes  of  the  steamer  Phantom.  Lord 
Russell's  acknowledgments  thereof  and 
assurances  relative  to  the  obstacles  to  the 
reception  by  the  Phantom  of  an  armament . 

Shipment  and  contract  of  the  crew  for  the 
Phantom.  She  has  received  on  board  eight 
large  cases,  supposed  to  contain  shot. 

Previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Phantom  for 
Nassau,  en  route  to  Charleston,  a  register 
for  her  was  taken  out  at  Liverpool  customs 
iu  the  name  of  William  Thompson  Mann. 

In  regard  to  the  construction  and  iron-plat- 
ing of  a  suspicious  vessel  buUding  at 
Stockton. 

The  vessel  bviilding  at  Stockton  has  been 
launched  and  named  the  Southerner. 

Incloses  affidavits  iu  the  case  of  steamer 
Southemerjbuilding  at  Stockton,  showing 
that  vessel  to  be  building  forFrazer,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.,  and  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Captain  Butcher. 

Incloses  letter  describing  construction  of 
steamer  Southerner. 

Incloses  affida-yits  and  correspondence  with 
Lotd  Russell  in  regard  to  the  purposes  of 


ENFORCEMENT    OF   NEUTRALITY. 
CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 


XXI 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


89 
432 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
June  10 
June  18 


449 


.do. 


July    10 


127 
357 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Dayton  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Aug.     7 
Oct.      6 


the  suspicious  steamer  Southerner,  build- 
ing at  Stockton  on  Tees. 

As  to  the  information  obtained  by  one  of  Mr. 
Dudley's  men  in  regard  to  the  fittings  and 
appearance  of  the  Southerner. 

Incloses  reply  of  Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams's 
communication  covering  depositions  of 
Langley  and  Blakiston  in  regard  to  the 
Southerner.  The  law  advisers  of  the 
Crown  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence 
supplied  by  the  statements  is  insufficient. 
Promises  that  British  government  will  en- 
deavor to  prevent  her  equipment  contrary 
to  law. 

Incloses  letter  from  Commodore  Thatcher  in 
regard  to  the  preparation  of  the  South- 
erner to  cruise  against  the  American  com- 
merce in  the  Mediteranean.  Reasons  for 
the  presence  of  another  United  States  ves- 
sel of  large  size  in  European  waters.  Lord 
RusseU  states  that  the  admiralty  survey- 
or, upon  fully  examining  the  Southerner, 
reports  that  nothing  is  found  to  warrant 
supposition  that  that  vessel  was  intended 
for  belligerent  purposes. 

Southerner  cleared  on  the  evening  of  the  6th 
under  command  of  M.  J.  Butcher. 

Mr.  Kingsbury's,  United  States  consul,  ac- 
count of  the  appearance  of  the  Southerner 
at  Algiers,  laden  with  cotton  and  flying 
the  English  flag,  saUing  under  an  English 
register  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Butcher. 


CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 


46 

50 
362 

366 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do  .. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


1863. 
Mar.    11 


Mar.    20 
April    3 

April    7 


Launch  by  Willam  C.  Miller  &  Son  of  a  gun- 
boat building  for  the  confederates.  Char- 
acter of  the  vessel.  Has  retained  counsel 
to  prevent  vessel  from  sailing.  The  oper- 
ation of  the  policy  of  the  British  govern- 
emment  will  render  it  difficult  to  procure 
evidence  sufficient  to  detain  the  ship. 

Prosecution  of  a  design  to  prevent  sailing 
of  the  Alexandra.  Incloses  Mr.  Lush's 
opinion  of  the  case. 

Transmits  copies  of  notes  to  Lord  Russell, 
and  accompanying  affidavits,  in  regard  to 
the  equipment  of  the  steamer  Alexandra 
in  British  waters  with  a  view  to  her  em- 
ployment as  a  privateer  in  confederate 
service. 

Announces  seizure  of  the  Alexandra  by  Brit- 
ish authorities.  It  is  safe  to  infer  from 
this  fact  that  British  government  is  dis- 
posed to  maintain  its  neutrality. 

Newspaper  announcement  of  seizure  of  Alex- 
andra. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


59 


368 


Mr.     Dudley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
April 


April    9 


370 


60 


62 


377 


64 


560 
563 
385 


.do. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


April    9 


AprU  11 


.do. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Sewaxd. 


April  14 


AprU  17 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


April  18 


do. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


AprU  21 
AprU  22 
AprU  23 


Circumstances  attending  seizure  of  tlie  Alex- 
andra and  legal  proceedings  instituted  with 
a  view  to  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel. 
Mr.  Lush's  opinion  of  the  affidavits  in  the 
case. 

Transmits  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
and  Mr.  Dudley  in  regard  to  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  facts  upon  which  the  seizure 
of  the  Alexandra  was  made.  The  evidence 
to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  lawyers 
of  the  British  government.  Has  commu- 
nicated to  Earl  RusseU  information  that 
the  lawyers  representing  the  United  States 
are  ready  to  take  simultaneous  action  to 
sustain  proceedings  for  condemnation  of 
Alexandra,  under  the  6th  section  of  enlist- 
ment act,  provided  it  will  not  derange  the 
measures  adopted  by  British  government. 

Incloses  Lord  RusseU's  note  relative  to  the 
instructions  communicated  to  the  mayor 
of  Liverpool,  to  investigate  case  of  the  Al- 
exandra. 

William  C.  MiUer,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  WUliam  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  build- 
ers of  the  Florida  and  Alexandra,  is  gov- 
ernment officer  at  Liverpool.  Persons  con- 
nected with  the  firms  of  the  buUders  of  the 
Florida  and  Alabama  are  office-holders ; 
one  a  member  of  Parliament,  the  other  an 
officer  of  the  customs. 

Want  of  interest  displayed  by  government 
officials  in  assisting  in  prosecuting  the 
case  of  the  Alexandra.  Advantage  of  a 
civil  suit  over  a  criminal  one  in  this  in- 
stance. Apparent  tendency  of  the  govern- 
ment tactics. 

Has  informed  Lord  RusseU  that  the  lawyers 
for  United  States,  in  case  of  Alexandra, 
are  ready  to  proceed  on  British  judgment 
of  the  merits  of  the  case.  Mr.  Dudley 
states  that  the  British  government  have 
decided  upon  prosecuting  the  offenders 
criminally.  From  the  sympathy  evinced  for 
the  builders  of  the  Alexandra,  he  is  doubt- 
ful of  any  successful  result  to  the  trial. 

Motion  of  Mr.  Horsfall,  member  from  Liver- 
pool in  Parliament,  for  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  the  Alexandra.  Mr.  HorsfaU's 
connection  with  the  Mersey  steel  and  iron 
works,  an  establishment  which  has  made 
nearly  aU  the  iron  plates  for  the  Southerner, 
including  those  for  the  rams  now  building 
by  the  Lairds. 

Is  glad  to  learn  that  British  government  is 
disposed  to  consider  evidence  in  regard  to 
the  fitting  out  of  hostile  expeditions. 

Expression  of  satisfaction  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
Alexandra. 

Reviews  the  proceedings  instituted  in  the 
Alexandra  case.  The  resposibUity  of  the 
British  ministry  in  the  matter,  and  the 
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XXIII 


565 


395 


71 


411 


81 


425 


629 


432 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.' Adams. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
April  24 

April  30 


May     2 


May      8 


May    22 
June     4 

June     5 
June  17 


June  18 


tendency  to  do  what  is  right  to  preserve 
peace  between  United  States  and  England. 

Approving  Mr.  Adams's  proceedings,  and 
affirming  on  behalf  of  the  President  the 
expressions  of  satisfaction  which  have 
been  made  to  Lord  Russell. 

The  course  of  the  British  government  re- 
moves the  necessity  for  carrying  out  Mr. 
Seward's  instructions  to  present  remon- 
strances against  its  non-action.  Incloses 
his  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
withdrawal  of  the  United  States  from  a 
participation  in  the  prosecutions  connected 
with  the  Alexandra. 

In  regard  to  the  preparation  of  the  evidence 
in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  The  action 
of  the  British  government  in  permitting 
the  burden  of  proof  to  fall  upon  United 
States.  The  improper  betrayal  by  the 
detective  placed  in  communication  with 
Mi.  Dudley,  of  information  confided  to 
hiTn  to  a  member  of  the  Southern  Club,  an 
insurgent  organization.  Correspondence 
with  Mr.  Adams  on  the  subject  is  inclosed. 

Arrival  of  Mr.  Evarts  in  London,  and  his 
communication  with  all  the  parties  en- 
gaged on  this  side  of  the  water  in  the 
preparation  of  evidence,  or  in  giving 
advice  in  the  matter  of  vessels  fitting  out 
for  the  use  of  rebels.  Has  been  informed 
that  British  government  intend  to  proceed 
against  vessel,  and  not  the  persons,  and 
that  the  case  is  to  be  tried  by  special  jury 
in  the  court  of  exchequer.    Prospects  of 

-  success  are  not  good.  Purchase  of  steam- 
ers on  rebel  account  continues. 

Transportation  to  London  of  munitions  of 
war,  and  guns,  which  were  made  for  the 
use  of  the  Alexandra. 

Tone  of  the  remark  of  the  British  attorney 
general  in  regard  to  the  dispatch  of  wit- 
nesses to  London,  relative  to  the  case  of 
the  Alexandra.  Reluctance  exhibited  by 
government  officials  in  the  prosecution. 

Announcement  of  the  attorney  general  in 
the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Alexandra 
case  would  probably  come  to  trial  on  the 
15th  instant.    Movements  of  rebel  agents. 

Regrets  that  the  prospects  that  rebel  arma- 
ments will  be  prevented  by  British  gov- 
ernment are  not  as  hopeful  as  at  the  time 
of  the  detention  of  the  Alexandra.  Hopes 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  be 
enabled  to  enlarge  United  States  Navy,  so 
as  to  meet  the  augmenting  force  of  the 
insurgents. 

Trial  of  the  Alexandra  to  take  place  on  the 
22d  of  June.  Reasons  for  feeling  that  it 
wiU  not  have  a  result  that  will  be  decisive 
of  the  maintenance  of  cordiality  between 
the  two  countries  in  regard  to  future  out- 
fits.   The  great  issue  that  yet  remains 


279 


280 


282 


285 


285 


287 


287 


288 


XXIV 


ENFORCEMENT    OF   NEUTRALITY. 

CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDKA- Continued. 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


438 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 


June  24 


June  26 


651 


465 


677 


532 


542 
763 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


July    11 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


545     Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


July    31 


Aug.    13 


Nov.      6 


Nov.    20 
Nov.    20 

Nov.   27 


will  he  upon  the  iron-clad  vessels,  build- 
ing at  Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  Mr. 
Evarts  hopes  for  favorable  results. 

Jury  in  Alexandra  case  have  rendered  ver- 
dict in  favor  of  defendants,  thereby  re- 
leasing the  vessel.  The  chief  baron  said 
British  subjects  might  build  as  many  war 
vessels  as  they  pleased  for  either  of  the 
belligerents,  provided  they  did  not  arm 
them  in  England. 

Comments  upon  the  deeision  of  the  judge 
in  the  Alexandra  case.  Exceptions  of  the 
government ;  will  carry  the  case  up  to 
the  full  bench,  with  an  intention,  if  neces- 
sary, to  take  an  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords.  Necessity  that  the  obligation  up- 
on the  United  States  and  England  in  re- 
gard to  neutrality  should  be  reciprocal. 
Needs  of  United  States  Navy. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  report  of  the 
trial  of  the  Alexandra.  Views  of  the 
President  touching  the  decision  of  the 
judge  and  the  possible  confirmation  of  it 
in  the  court  of  the  last  resort.  Reviews  the 
measures  of  defense  forced  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  United  States  by  the 
decision ;  to  chase  the  vessels  into 
British  ports  and  consummate  their  cap- 
ture. Encouraging  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  United  States  Navy  and  Army. 

Thinks  that  the  present  time  is  not  propi- 
tious for  pressing  the  views  contained  in 
Mr.  Seward's  dispatch.  No.  651,  upon  the 
attention  of  the  British  government. 

The  situation  alluded  to  in  dispatch  No.  651 
is  relieved  by  the  hopes  authorized  to  be 
indulged  in  regard  to  the  detention  of  all 
suspicious  vessels  until  the  decision  as  to 
the  Alexandra. 

The  course  of  the  chief  baron  in  refusing 
to  sign  the  bill  of  exceptions.  Incloses 
the  proceedings  in  the  Alexandra  case,  in 
the  court  of  exchequer,  on  the  question  of 
appeal.  The  singular  intimation  that  the 
chief  baron  had  been  assimilating  his 
doctrine  to  that  which  he  supposed  to 
have  been  announced  by  the  first  min- 
ister of  the  Crown,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  change  in  the  legal  advisers 
of  the  Crown  is  made  perceptible  in  these 
proceedings  on  appeal  of  the  case.  In- 
closes leader  from  Globe  and  is  hopeful  of 
a  better  final  result. 

Slow  progress  in  the  Alexandra  trial.  Trans- 
mits report  of  the  trial. 

Expresses  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  in- 
terpretation given  to  municipal  and  inter- 
national laws,  on  former  trial  of  Alexan- 
dra, is  deemed  to  require  judicial  recon- 
sideration. 

Transmits  further  proceedings  in  Alexandra 
case.    Progress  of  the  trial. 
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No. 


From  wliom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


575 


823 


591 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1864 
Jan.    15 


Feb.      1 


Feb.      4 


593 


594 


595 


.do. 


.do. 


Feb.      6 


Feb.    11 


Feb.    11 


859 


860 


619 


Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


.do. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mar.     2 


Mar.     2 


Mar.    17 


Arrival  of  Mr.  Evarts,  and  decision  in  Alex- 
andra case.  Arrangement  for  appeal  sus- 
pends the  matter  for  some  time  longer,  a 
result  not  altogether  disadvantageous. 
Speeches  in  Parliament  show  that  sym- 
pathy with  rebels  is  waning.  Has  seen 
notice  that  the  case  of  Pampero  will  soon 
be  brought  into  court. 

Supposes  that  the  delay  in  the  case  of  the 
Alexandra,  and  the  appeal  thereon  to  the 
court  of  exchequer,  are  regarded  by  the 
British  government  as  not  unfavorable  to 
the  policy  they  have  adopted  to  prevent 
the  levying  of  naval  war  from  British 
ports  against  the  United  States. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  court  of  exchequer,  in  the  case 
of  the  Alexandra,  wiU  come  up  for  con- 
sideration on  Saturday,  before  the  court 
of  exchequer  chamber.  Activity  exhibit- 
ed in  fitting  out  blockade  runners.  Pre- 
parations for  the  departure  of  the  Kan- 
garoo with  Mason,  Slidell,  and  other  pas- 
sengers. 

Has  attended  debate  in  Parliament  on 
Queen's  speech.  Actual  temper  towards 
United  States  in  Parliament  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  materially  changed.  It  is 
merely  subdued  by  the  sense  of  a  more 
immediate  and  dangerous  complication. 

Transmits  reports  of  rarther  proceedings  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  The  British 
government  has  been  again  foiled  in  its 
purpose  to  gain  from  the  higher  courts  a 
judicial  exposition  of  the  enlistment  act, 
by  interposition  of  technical  objections  to 
the  process. 

The  publication  of  diplomatic  papers,  annex- 
ed to  the  President's  message,  has  elicited 
much  comment  in  Parliament  and  in  the 
newspapers.  Mr.  Adams  reviews  the  rea- 
sons for  not  presenting  Mr.  Seward's  threat- 
ening views  to  Lord  Russell.  Coutinental 
complications  give  rise  to  new  views  as  to 
the  proper  conduct  of  the  British  govern- 
ment towards  America. 

Reasons  for  the  preparation  of  instruction 
No.  651,  which  forms  the  subject  of  parlia- 
mentary criticism,  and  reasons  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  diplomatic  correspondence. 
May  inform  Lord  Russell  that  President 
withdraws  what  may  seem  to  be  menaces 
in  instruction  No.  651. 

There  is  no  occasion  to  question  wisdom  and 
propriety  of  Mr.  Adams's  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Seward's  instruction  651.  No 
reasons  could  have  excused  the  department 
for  withholding  the  instruction  from  Con- 
gress. 

Transmits  report  of  proceedings  in  House  of 
Lords  on  the  appeal  in  the  Alexandra  case. 
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From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


-do. 


Mr.    Dndley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 

Mr.  Seward. 
do 


Do. 


Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Burnley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Burnley. 
Mr.    Burnley   to 

Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


Mr.    Bnrlney  to 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 


1864. 
April    7 


April    8 
April  27 

April  SJ8 

July     6 
July     9 

July   25 


Sept. 

13 

Oct. 

9 

Oct. 

20 

Dec. 

28 

Dec. 

31 

1865. 
Jan.  24 

Jan. 

31 

Interview  with  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  Alexandra  case.  Lord 
Russell  admits  that  the  result  seemed  ex- 
traordinary. 

Mr.  Evarts  still  at  Rome.  Transmits  report 
of  decision  of  House  of  Lords  on  the  ap- 
peal in  the  Alexandria  case.  Comments 
thereon. 

The  Alexandra  has  been  formally  handed 
over  to  the  attorney  of  the  claimants  by 
the  collector  of  customs.  It  is  quite  likely 
the  owners  may  carry  out  their  original 
intention  and  make  a  privateer  oj  her. 

Restoration  of  the  Alexandra  to  her  nominal 
owners.  Has  an  impression  that  the  ves- 
sel will  be  sent  away  to  receive  her  arma- 
ment. 

Alterations  in  the  interior  fittings  of  the 
gunboat  Alexandra. 

Incloses  photographs  of  the  Alexandra.  Her 
finish  indicates  a  blockade  runner.  Her 
destination  is  either  Bermuda  or  Nassau, 
where  she  may  be  easily  altered  to  a 
privateer. 

The  Alexandra  was  moving  out  of  the  river 
on  the  16th  of  July.  Does  not  doubt  but 
that  she  was  then  on  her  way  to  Nassau, 
or  some  southern  port.  The  guns  origin- 
ally intended  for  the  steamer  were  recently 
shipped  for  Nassau  on  the  schooner  Cam- 
page. 

The  arrival  of  the  Mary,  (formerly  the  Alex- 
andra,) at  Halifax,  suggests  the  propriety 
of  communicating  with  the  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia,  so  that  the  hostile  designs  of 
that  vessel  against  the  United  States  may 
not  be  carried  into  effect  from  any  port 
within  jurisdiction  of  the  governor. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  lieutenant  governor 
MacdonneU,  in  regard  to  the  Mary,  late 
Alexandra.  There  is  no  difliculty  likely 
to  arise  in  her  case. 

The  United  States  appreciate  the  action  of 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Inclosing  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  New 
Providence,  stating  that  the  seizure  of  the 
steamer  Mary,  late  Alexandra,  had  been 
ordered  for  violation  of  the  seventh  clause 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Has  authorized  Mr.  Adams  to  express  satis- 
faction to  her  Majesty's  government,  with 
the  prompt  action  which  has  been  adopted 
in  the  case  of  the  Mary. 

In  regard  to  the  action  of  Mr.  Burnside,  the 
solicitor  general  of  the  colony  of  New 
Providence.  Mr.  Burnside  has  been  re- 
tained as  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  the 
case  of  the  Mary,  and  prefers  to  resign  his 
office  rather  than  give  up  his  suit. 

Desires  that  an  expression  of  the  high  appre- 
ciation entertained  by  the  United  States, 
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No. 

From  Tpliom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

(2 

1272 

897 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

1865. 
Feb.    18 

Mar.    16 

of  Governor  Rawson's  just  regard  for  its 
rights  and  good  will,  may  be  conveyed  to 
him. 

Requesting  Mr.  Adams  to  remonstrate  against 
allowing  the  Mary,  late  the  Alexan&a,  to 
leave  Nassau,  although  condemned  and 
sold.  After  leaving  Nassau  as  a  merchant 
vessel,  a  piratical  cruise  is  intended. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  RusseU 
in  regard  to  the  information  that  the 
steamer  Mary,  late  Alexandra,  even  if  con- 
demned at  Nassau,  and  sold  under  judicial 
process  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  may 
be  bought  in  by  the  same  parties  first  in- 
terested in  her,  and  started  again  in.  the 
guise  of  a  merchantman  to  wage  war 
against  the  United  States. 

313 
313 
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93 

119 
123 

132 


138 
141 


386 

52 
59 

71 

87 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 

Mr.  Seward. 
do 

do 

do , 


1862. 
July    18 

Aug. 

30 

Sept. 

13 

Sept. 

19 

Oct. 
Oct. 

4 
14 

Nov. 

3 

1863. 
Mar.   25 

April 

8 

May 

2 

June 

2 

Lairds  have  commenced  the  construction  of 
two  steam  vessels  at  their  yard  at  Birken- 
head, which  are  in  the  nature  of  rams. 

Preparations  for  the  construction  of  the  rams 
described. 

The  plates  for  the  rams  are  to  be  manufac- 
tured at  the  Mersey  SteeP  and  Iron  Com- 
pany works,  in  which  Mr.  Horsfall,  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  is  interested. 

Inclosing  newspaper  account  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  rams  on  the  Mersey,  for 
the  confederate  government. 

Describing  the  progress  made  on  the  rams . . 

In  regard  to  the  iron-clad  rams  building  at 
Birkenhead.  Description  of  the  vessel 
building  in  the  yard  of  Jones,  Quiggon  & 
Co.,  and  the  gunboat  constructing  by  Wil- 
liam C.  MiUer  &  Son. 

Requests  that  representations  may  be  made 
to  her  Majesty's  government  in  regard  to 
two  war  vessels  ostensibly  building  for  the 
Chinese  government,  but  really  to  depre- 
date on  Ajnerican  commerce. 

The  character  of  the  iron-clad  rams  when 
completed. 

Inclosing  the  second  affidavit  of  Clarence  E. 
Yonge,  purser  on  the  steamer  Alabama, 
taken  before  the  collector  to  be  used  in  the 
case  of  the  rams  building  by  the  Lairds. 

Result  of  further  examination  of  the  Lairds' 
rams,  and  their  capacity  to  commit  dam- 
age upon  American  commerce. 

In  regard  to  a  statement  of  Mr.  Laird,  that 
as  much  noise  as  they  might  make  would 
not  prevent  the  rams  from  sailing.  Pre- 
parations for  the  launch  of  one. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


95 
103 

104 

449 
107 


Mr.     Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

do 


-do. 


-do. 


453 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.   Seward. 


1863. 
June     3 


June  17 
July     3 

July     4 

July    10 
July    10 


July    16 


111 


113 


459 


667 


Mr.,   Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


Earl   Eussell   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


July  16 

July  17 

July  17 

July  24 

July  29 


The  shipment  upon  the  Sumter  of  machin- 
ery and  munitions,  intended  to  be  used 
finally  in  the  equipment  of  the  Laird  rams. 

Incloses  report  of  a  person  one  time  in  naval 
service  of  United  States,  upon  the  iron- 
clad rams  building  at  Lairds'. 

Anticipates  refusal  of  the  government  to 
prevent  the  sailing  of  the  iron-clad  rams. 
Eeasons  for  considering  their  departure 
probable. 

Launch  of  the  ram  at  Lairds',  and  subse- 
quent disposition  of  the  vessel.  One  of 
the  Lairds'  states  that  the  vessel  is  for 
the  French  government. 

Announces  the  launch  of  one  of  Lairds'  rams, 
and  his  determination  to  remonstrate  with 
the  Engli  sh  government  against  her  sailing. 

Mr.  Squarey,  an  attorney,  has  conducted,  be- 
fore the  collector  of  customs  in  Liverpool, 
proceedings  with  a  view  to  the  prevention 
of  the  sailing  of  one  of  the  iron-clad  rams 
building  by  the  Lairds.  The  fact  that  the 
vessel  is  armed  with  a  ram  on  the  stern  to 
destroy  vessels  will  meet  Baron  Pollock's 
view  of  the  law. 

In  regard  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  iron-clad 
rams  by  the  Lairds  to  be  employed  in  the 
insurgent  service.  Communicition  of  affi- 
davits bearing  on  the  subject  to  Lord  Eus- 
sell, with  a  note  reviewing  the  proceedings 
of  British  subjects  inimical  to  the  United 
States,  and  requesting  that  the  English 
government  may  have  the  needful  power 
to  guard  against  the  departure  of  either  of 
the  Lairds'  rams  on  a  cruise  against  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Incloses  additional  affidavits  in  the  case  of 
the  rams.  Statements  of  the  Lairds  as  to 
their  nationality  and  purposes.  Proba- 
bility that  nothing  will  be  done  to  stop 
the  vessels.  Progress  in  the  work  upon 
them. 

Formidable  character  of  the  rams.  The  cost 
of  each  is  reported  at  £225,000. 

Acknowledging  further  depositions  respect- 
ing the  iron-clad  steam-vessels  of  war 
fitting  out  against  the  United  States  at 
Liverpool. 

Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Eussell  together 
with  two  additional  depositions  relating 
to  the  iron-clad  vessel  launched  from 
Lairds'  yard.  There  is  hesitation  among 
the  law  officers  as  to  sufficiency  of  evidence 
to  establish  intention  in  this  case. 

Approving  proceedings  and  requesting  that 
Lord  Eussell  may  be  informed  that  recent 
military  and  naval  operations  in  the  United 
States  justify  iin  augmented  confidence 
that  the  insurrection;  without  new  and 
extensive  foreign  aid,  must  fail.  Incloses 
dispatch  to  Mr.  Dayton  in  regard  to  the 
announcement  of  the  willingness  of  the 
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XXIX 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Siibject. 


119 


463 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 

July   31 
July    31 


128 


129 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do. 


Mr.    Wilson     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Aug.     8 


Aug.   11 


Aug.    14 


471 


477 


Mr.  Drouyn  de 
Lhuys  to  Mr. 
Mercier. 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Aug.   20 


do... 


Aug.  20 


Aug.   21 


Emperor  of  the  French  to  acknowledge  the 
insurgents,  provided  Great  Britain  wiU 
make  simultaneously  a  similar  acknowl- 
edgment. Copy  of  Moniteur,  containing 
authorized  version  of  Emperor's  views,  is 
appended. 

Description  of  the  rigging  of  the  iron-clad 
that  is  afloat.  Is  under  the  impression  that 
her  owners  will  endeavor  to  get  her  out  as 
a  French  vessel. 

Has  sent  to  Lord  Russell  a  letter  of  Mr.  Wild- 
ing, saying  that  there  is  no  foundation  for 
the  statement  of  Lord  Palmerston  in  Par- 
liament, that  one  of  the  iron-clad  rams  is 
claimed  by  the  French  consul  for  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French.  Application  was 
made  hy  Mr.  Bravay  to  the  French  consul 
for  information  as  to  the  proper  steps  to 
be  taken  to  obtain  papers  which  would 
give  a  French  character  to  the  iron- 
clad. 

Arrival  of  George  H.  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  confederate  navy,  with  others,  in  Liv- 
erpool, for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  iron- 
clads. Rapid  progress  in  the  work  on  the 
iron-olads  and  their  probable  movemfents. 

Incloses  copies  of  further  affidavits  sub- 
mitted to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liv- 
erpool in  the  case  of  iron-olads  building 
by  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead.  The 
time  of  their  launch. 

Renewed  activity  of  the  insurgents  in  fitting 
out  privateers  and  blockade  breakers. 
Arrival  of  officers  to  command  the  Laird 
iron-clads.  Prospects  of  their  condemna^ 
tion  by  the  British  authorities.  The  de- 
cision in  the  Alexandra  case  has  strength- 
ened the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Movements 
of  insurgents  and  their  vessels.  The  chief 
hope  of  insurgent  sympathizers  seems  to  be 
that  the  United  States  will  become  im- 
broiled  with  France  concerning  Mexico. 

The  assertion  of  Lord  Palmerston  that  the 
iron-clad  ram  was  ordered  of  the  Lairds  by 
the  French  government  rested  on  an  in- 
correct report.  No  order  of  the  kind  has 
been  made  in  England.  Relates  the  facts 
showing  that  Mr.  Bravay  requested  inform- 
ation as  to  the  formalities  to  be  observed 
in  giving  the  French  flag  to  a  plated 
vessel. 

Acknowledging  instructions,  and  stating 
that  he  will  prepare  a  note  for  Lord  Rus- 
sell's consideration,  embodying  substance 
of  No.  667. 

Transmits  copies  of  further  letters  and 
papers,  which  have  passed  between  him- 
self and  the  foreign  office,  relating  to  the 
iron-clad  vessels  fitting  out  at  Liverpool 
by  Mr.  Laird.  Their  officers  and  equip- 
ment. 


XXX 
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No. 


338 


142 


143 


144 


486 


147 


488 


490 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


.do. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


Date. 


1863. 
Aug.   37 


Aug.   28 


Aug.  29 


Sept.     1 


Sept.     3 


Sept.     4 


Sept.     4 


Sept.     4 


Subject. 


Results  of  an  interview  with  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  in  regard  to  the  alleged  participa- 
tion of  the  French  government  in  the 
purchase  of  Lairds'  iron-clad  rams.  Com- 
munication of  Mr.  Bravay,  that  they  have 
been  purchased  on  account  of  the  Pacha 
of  Egypt.  The  French  government  has 
informed  Mr.  Bravay  that  it  belonged 
only  to  the  Egyptian  government  to 
make  to  England  the  justifications  neces- 
sary to  authorize  the  departure  of  the 
iron-clads. 

The  mounting  of  the  turrets  of  the  No.  296, 
and  the  approaching  launch  of  the  other 
ram,  indicates  their  rapid  completion. 
Petition  of  the  Emancipation  Society  to 
stop  the  rams. . 

Launch  of  the  297,  the  secgnd  of  Lairds' 
rams.  Description  of  the  vessel,  and 
probable  character  of  her  armament.  In- 
closes application  to  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Liverpool  to  order  her  detention. 

Has  applied  for  the  detention  of  Lairds' 
rams.  Their  present  condition.  The 
presence  and  arrival  of  numbers  of  insur- 
gent naval  officers.  It  is  understood  that 
the  rams,  if  they  get  out,  are  to  raise  the 
blockade. 

Reviews  the  situation  of  the  Lairds'  rams. 
Incloses  copies  of  Ms  correspondence  with 
Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the  importance 
of  detaining  them.  Affidavits  relating  to 
the  launching  and  preparation  of  the  ves- 
sels are  submitted.  The  statements  that 
the  rams  are  for  the  government  of  France, 
or  of  Egypt,  are  without  foundation. 

Coaling  of  the  296,  and  trial  of  her  engines. 
Doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment. Reply  of  Lord  Russell  to  the  Eman- 
cipation Society.  Difficulty  of  procuring, 
unassisted,  positive  testimony  fi:om  credi- 
ble witnesses.  Notoriety  of  the  fact  that 
these  rams  are  intended  for  the  insurgent 
service. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  covering 
another  deposition  received  from  Mr.  Dud- 
ley relating  to  the  pre.paration  for  depart- 
ure of  the  iron-clad  rams  from  Liverpool. 
Duty  and  responsibility  of  detaining  the 
rams  rests  upon  the  British  government. 

Lord  Russell,  in  a  note  to  Mr.  Adams,  states 
that  the  fact  remains  that  Mr.  Bravay,  a 
French  merchant  of  Paris,  has  personally 
appeared  and  acted  as  the  person  upon 
'whose  orders  the  rams  were  building,  and 
there  is  no  legal  evidence  against  Mr.  Bra- 
vay's  claim ;  and  the  agent  of  the  customs 
at  Liverpool  affirms  his  belief  that  these 
vessels  have  not  been  built  for  the  insur- 
gents. Under  the  circumstances,  and  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  entire  insufficiency  of 
the  depositions  to  prove  any  infraction 


ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 
CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IRON-CLADS— Continue.d. 


XXXI 


No. 


From  wliom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1863. 


697 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Sept.     5 


700 


491 


.do. 


492 


148 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Layard    to 
Mr.  Stuart. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Sept.     5 


Sept.  5 
Sept.  5 
Sept.     8 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Sept.    8 


of  the  law,  her  Majesty's  government  are 
advised  that  they  cannot  interfere  in 
any  way  with  these  vessels.  Promises 
careful  supervision  over  the  rams,  and 
quotes  Mr.  Seward  as  saying,  prosecu- 
tions cannot  he  set  on  foot  without 
affidavits  of  credible  witnesses,  as  in 
other  cases  of  imputed  misdemeanors 
and  crimes. 

Communicates  President's  approval  of  his 
proceedings  in  laying  before  Lord  Russell 
additional  information  in  relation  to  the 
Lairds'  iron-  clads.  The  United  States  re- 
gard with  surprise  and  deep  concern  the 
maturing  of  hostile  armaments,  without 
the  least  evidence  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  of  any  purpose  to  prevent  their 
departure. 

Has  recommended  Mr.  Adams's  suggestions 
as  to  the  importance  of  more  effective 
measures  for  arresting  the  depredations 
of  piratical  vessels,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  Reviews  the  difficulties  of  endur- 
ing, without  resort  to  extreme  measures 
of  resistance,  the  new  invasion  which  is 
threatened  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain. 
Sentiment  in  the  United  States,  which 
would  accept  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Lord  Russell  informs  Mr.  Adams  that  the 
case  of  Lairds'  iron-clad  steam-rams  is 
under  the  serious  and  anxious  considera- 
tion of  the  British  government. 

Orders  had  been  given  to  prevent  the  sailing 
of  the  Laird  rams  before  the  note  irom  Mr. 
Adams,  protesting  against  their  departure, 
had  been  received. 

Considerations  which  have  governed  his 
course  in  communicating  to  the  British 
government  the  protests  and  remonstran- 
ces of  the  United  States.  Has  ascertained 
that  neither  France  nor  Egypt  have  any 
claim  to  the  ownership  of  the  rams.  In- 
closes copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
regretting  the  conclusion  of  the  English 
authorities  in  regard  to  the  rams ;  that  the 
determination  is  regarded  as  opening  to 
the  insurgents  free  liberty  in  Great  Britain 
to  execute  a  policy  inimical  to  the  United 
States  with  the  aid  of  British  subjects. 
The  third  party,  under  such  circumstances, 
ceases  to  all  intents  and  purposes  to  be 
neutral.  Lord  RusseU's  announcement  of 
the  detention  of  the  rams,  and  Mr.  Adams's 
acknowledgment  thereof,  is  appended. 
The  newspaper  article  foreshadowing  this 
proceeding  is  appended.  Mr.  Adams  cau- 
tious forbearance  in  the  treatment  of  the 
subject  in  America. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Mr.  Squarey, 
in  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  affidavits 
submitted  to  the  British  government,  to 
accomplish  the  detention  of  the  vessels. 


361 


362 


363 


363 


364 


366 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


so 

CM 


493 


150 


151 


497 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 


Sept.  10 


-do. 


Mr.    Wilson     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Sept.  11 


Sept.  16 


Sept.  16. 


Sept.  17. 


The  London  Morning  Post  says  the  rams 
will  be  detained. 
Effect  of  projected  operations  against  Fort 
Sumter  and  Charleston  on  public  opinion 
in  England.    Delay  of  the  British  govern- 
ment in  publishing  the  fact  that  the  rams 
have  been  detained.     Satisfactory  public 
statement  of  Lord  Russell  that  new  powers 
may  be  solicited  from  Parliament,  if  those 
now  held  should  prove  insufficient. 
No  notice  has  yet  been  given  to  the  Lairds 
of  the  decision  of  the  British  government 
to  detain  the  rams. 
Movements  of  one  of  Lairds'  rams  indicate 
that  she  is  prepared  to  proceed  to  sea  in 
the  same  way  the  Alabama  did.    Has  com- 
municated the  information  to  the  collector 
of  customs.    Incloses  slip  from  Liverpool 
Daily  Post,  admitting  that  the  war  in 
America  would  not  have  taken  place  if 
the  confederates  had  been  denied  aid  in 
Great  Britain. 
Reviews  situation  of  Lairds' iron-clad  rams  ; 
possibility  exists  of  their  escaping  from 
Liverpool. 
Undefined  purpose  of  the  British  cabinet  in 
regard  to  Lairds'  iron-clad  rams.    Incloses 
correspondence    in  which    Lord    Russell 
states  to  Mr.  Adams  that  if  Great  Britain 
has  not  prevented  some  violations  of  neu- 
trality, the  cause  has  been  that  England 
is  governed  by  definite  laws,  and  is  not 
subject  to  arbitrary  will.    That  the  law 
is  enforced  by  independent  courts,  which 
do  not  admit  assertion  for  proof,  nor  con- 
jecture for  certainty.    Circvim  stances  at- 
tending the  alleged  French  or  Egyptian 
ownership  of  the  rams.    The  question  at 
issue  relates  to  two  separate  and  distinct 
matters :  the  general  international  duties 
of  neutrality,  and  the  mundcipal  laws  of 
the  United  Kingdom.    Lord  Russell  ex- 
plains the  doctrine  of  neutrality,  as  under- 
stood by  the  British  cabinet,  and  its  ap- 
plication to  past  and  present  events  upon 
iwhich  the  United  States  bases  its  protest. 
The  amount  of  munitions  and  supplies 
drawn  by  the  United  States  from  Great 
Britain  is  greater  than  that  furnished  the 
insurgents.    There  are  more  British  sub- 
jects in  the  federal  service  than  iii  that 
of  the  insurgents,  and  federal  agents  are 
engaging  in  me  United  Kingdom  British 
subjects  to  enter  the  army  of  the  United 
States.    Repeats  that  the  British  govern- 
ment have  taken  every  step  vrithin  their 
competency  to  enforce  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment law.    The  British  government,  with 
a  desire  to  perform  the  duties  of  neutral- 
ity, have  issued  instructions  to  prevent 
the  departure  of  the  iron-clads.    Mr.  Ad- 
ams,  in   reply,  refers  to    the    sentiment 
which  the  United  States  entertains  of  the 


368 


ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 
CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IRON-CLADS— Continued. 


XXXIII 


No. 


From  ■whom  and 
to  -whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1863. 


153 


714 
716 


717 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Se-ward. 


Mr.    Seward 

Mr.  Adams. 

do 


to 


.do. 


Sept.  19 


Sept.  19 
Sept.  19 
Sept.  19 


danger  of  the  improper  and  unfriendly 
employment  of  British  territory  by  the 
insurgents  in  a  manner  at  variance  with 
rules  of  neutrality  and  the  good  will  im- 
posed by  treaties.  The  United  States,  in 
her  purchases  on  British  soil,  has  never 
passed  the  limit  of  the  law  of  trade,  though 
the  insurgents  persistently  have  done  so. 
Enumeration  of  instances.  Quotes  from 
authorities  cited  by  Earl  RuaseU  to  prove 
that  instances  referred  to  cannot  be  inno- 
cent. That  the  foreign  enlistment  act  was 
intended  to  remove  cause  for  complaint, 
and  after  the  announcement  that  it  was 
fully  eifective,  inefficacy  could  not,  justly, 
be  pleaded  by  England.  It  was  inferred 
from  Lord  Russell's  note  of  the  1  st  instant 
that  the  British  government  virtually  ab- 
negated their  power  to  prevent  the  viola- 
tion of  admitted  obligations  of  neutrality. 
This  inference  prompted  firm  but  respect- 
ful protest  of  United  States.  Reviews 
Mr.  Bravay's  alleged  ownership  of  the 
rams,  and  the  influence  of  that  misrepre- 
sentation of  facts.  The  interests  of  the 
two  nations  are  of  too  much  magnitude 
to  be  measured  by  the  infinitesimal  scale 
of  the  testimony  permissible  before  a  jury 
in  a  common  law  court.  Refers  to  George 
Canning's  opinion  as  to  permitting  ships 
equipped  in  British  harbors  to  sneak  his 
country  into  war.  Though  the  inability 
to  prevent  some  violations  of  neutrality 
may  be  regarded  by  the  United  States  as 
proceeding  from  especial  causes,  they  are 
insecure  when  all  barriers  are  removed  to 
the  effective  levying  of  war  from  Great 
Britain  in  a  most  formidable  scale.  Unre- 
liable character  of  Mr.  Bravay's  testimony, 
and  the  propriety  of  invoking  all  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  law  to  establish  justice  and 
maintain  peace.  Mr.  Adams  believes  that 
no  efforts  are  intermitted  to  prepare  the 
war  vessels  for  immediate  departure. 

Has  been  informed  that  the  ram  296  will  be 
conveyed  to  her  owner,  and  placed  under 
Danish  flag.  The  Lairds  gave  the  infor- 
mation, and  further  assert  that  the  rams 
have  not  been  stopped.  The  Danish  con- 
sul promises  to  communicate  any  informa- 
tion that  may  reach  him  in  relation  to  the 
subject. 

Communicates  President's  approval  of  pro- 
ceedings related  in  Mr.  Adams's  No.  486. 

Communicates  President's  approval  of  pro- 
ceedings related  in  Mr.  Adams's  No.  488. 

Incloses  memorandum  of  Mr.  Stuart,  acting 
British  oharg6  d'affaires,  stating  that  an 
order  was  sent  on  the  5th  instant,  prior  to 
receipt  of  Mr.  Adams's  note,  to  prevent 
the    departure    of    the    rams.     Though 
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725 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


504 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


729 


Mr.     Seward   to 
Mr.  Adams. 


516 
164 

518 


1863. 


Sept.  28 


Oct. 


Oct. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Oct. 


Oct.    10 


Oct.    16 


not  built  for  the  insurgents,  the  vessels 
may  have  since  been  transferred.  The 
British  government  have  doubts  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  courts.  That  they  pre- 
fer to  have  no  publicity  given  to  their  de- 
termination. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  492.  The  Presi- 
dent appreciates  the  iirmness  and  fidelity 
of  the  British  ministry  to  just  principles 
while  surrounded  by  embarrassments  and 
aggravations.  Inform  Lord  Russell  that 
the  United  States  will  conduct  its  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain  with  such  care 
that  the  termination  of  the  civil  war  will 
find  no  permanent  cause  of  discontent  be- 
tween them. 

The  event  of  the  weet  is  the  speech  of  Earl 
Russell  at  Blairgowrie,  which  shows 
marked  advance  in  his  lordship's  opinions. 
There  are  indications  of  a  disposition  to 
leave  question  of  detention  of  iron-clads 
so  doubtful  as  to  encourage  rebels  to  keep 
hold  of  them.  Incloses  i&st  note  of  Lord 
Russell  in  regard  to  detention  of  rams, 
and  to  the  threats  implied  in  Mr.  Adams's 
previous  note.  Second.  Mr.  Adams's  re- 
ply thereto. 

President's  concern  that  there  still  remains 
a  doubt  whether  the  iron-clads  will  be 
prevented  from  saiUrig.  Though  the  neu- 
trality of  Great  Britain  may  be  satisfac- 
tory to  herself,  that  does  not  relieve  the 
fravity  of  the  question  in  the  United 
tates.  The  proclamation  of  neutrality 
was  a  concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  the 
the  insurgeuts,deemed  by  the  United  States 
unnecessary  and  unfriendly;  and  it  has 
since  proved  injurious.  The  United 
States  have  never  violated  any  foreign 
municipal  law,  or  law  of  nations  or  comity 
towards  Great  Britain,  and  they  refuse  to 
be  derogated  &om  the  position  of  a  sov- 
ereign nation  in  amity  with  British 
government,  and  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  insurgents.  Reviews 
naval  capacity  of  United  States  to  con- 
tend with  foreign  aggression.  Unity  of 
sentiment  in  United  States  upon  the  im- 
portance of  resisting  such  aggression. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
misunderstanding  of  certain  passage  in 
previous  note  from  Mr.  Adams. 

Captaiu  Inglefield  has  been  ordered  to  seize 
the  rams  if  they  attempt  to  sail.  Calls 
attention  to  a  slip  from  the  Post  in  regard  to 
the  protest  of  the  Southern  club  at  Preston 
against  the  action  of  the  government. 

Energetic  action  of  the  government  in  re- 
gard to  the  rams  has  been  prompted  by 
suspicion  that  attempts  would  be  made  to 
get  one  of  them  out  by  stealth.    Their 
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1863. 


526 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Oct.    29 


195 


604 


633 


641 


671 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


do 


do 


Dec. 

12 

1864 
Feb. 

25 

Mar. 

29 

April 

7 

April 

28 

t 

surveillance  has  produced  an  excellent 
effect  in  inspiring  confidence  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  declared-  policy  of  Great 
Britain.  Probable  tender  of  the  vessels 
to  the  Danes.  There  is  a  scheme  to  seize 
them  in  transitu.  Vessels  preparing  at 
Glasgow  are  quite  as  formidable  as  those 
at  Liverpool.  The  case  of  the  Alexandra 
will  probably  come  up  on  appeal  to  the 
exchequer  chamber  in  a  few  weeks.  In- 
closes note  to  Lord  Russell  expressing  sat- 
isfaction with  proceeding  of  British  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  the  rams.  Incloses 
note  and  accompaniments  relating  to  the 
presence  in  Liverpool  of  seventy  seamen 
belonging  to  the  insurgent  vessel  Florida, 
who  came  from  Brest  with  a  view  to  em- 
ployment in  the  insurgent  service.  Earl 
Russell  acknowledges  the  note,  and  says 
the  subject  is  under  consideration. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  dispatches.  Com- 
ments of  Historicus  upon  the  bearing  of 
intercepted  insurgent  dispatches  on  the 
action  of  the  rebels  at  Liverpool.  Speech 
of  Mr.  Laird  in  Parliament.  He  ventures 
to  threaten  the  government.  Comments 
upon  the  judicial  blindness  prevailing  in 
British  policy.  Hope  of  getting  out  the 
rams  does  not  appear  to  be  quite  extin- 
guished. Captain  Inglefield  seems  re- 
solved to  do  his  duty  in  good  faith. 

Examination  of  Yonge  by  Mr.  Hamel.  Visit 
of  Mr.  Hamel  and  Captain  Inglefield  to 
the  rams ;  the  latter  in  his  official  report 
will  say  that  they  are  of  the  most  formi- 
dable and  warlike  character. 

Transmits  debate  in  House  of  Commons 
upon  a  call  for  papers  on  the  subject  of 
the  iron-clads.  Condition  of  parties  and 
character  of  vote  in  the  house  on  the  for- 
eign policy  of  the  ministry. 

Transmits  printed  copy  of  correspondence 
of  the  government  with  Messrs.  Laird 
touching  the  detention  of  the  iron-clad 
rams. 

Conference  with  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 
the  iron-clads.  The  claim  of  Mr.  Bravay 
as  to  their  ownership.  Apprehends  con- 
flict with  Great  Britain  unless  the  strug- 
gle in  America  be  brought  to  a  successful 
issue. 

Trial  of  the  case  of  Messrs.  Lairds'  rams  has 
been  fixed  for  the  27th  of  May.  There  are 
rumors  that  they  have  been  privately  sold. 
Lord  Cecil's  motion  concerning  them  will 
not  be  pressed.  The  vessels  sent  to  China 
under  Captain  Osborne's  contract  have 
been  taken  by  the  government.  The  Ala- 
bama is  reported  at  Cape  Town.  Georgia 
and  Rappahannock  are  stiU  near  France. 
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699 
984 

Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

1864. 
May    26 

June     9 

Lairds'  rams  have  been  sold  to  the  British 
government.  The  base  of  insurgent  ope- 
rations will  probably  be  transferred  to  the 
other  side  of  the  channel.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  Georgia,  the  Glasgow 
ram,  and  the  iron-clads  will  be  probably 
applied  to  the  outfit  of  the  four  vessels 
now  constructing  in  France.  Men  are 
still  enlisting  and  being  sent  over.  The 
Alabama  will  probably  be  off  France  in 
July  ;  the  Florida  is  now. 

In  the  purchase  of  the  Lairds'  iron-clads  the 
government  sees  with  lively  satisfaction 
the  removal  of  an  unhappy  occasion  of 
disagreement  between  the  two  countries. 

394 
395 

ALLEGED  FEDERAL  RECRUITING  IN  IRELAND. 


266 


423 


^8 


281 


286 


Mr.     Adams     to. 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward 
Mr.  Adams. 


to 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


do 


.....'do 


1862. 
Nov.    27 


Dec.    13 


Deo.    19 


Dec.    25 


1863. 
Jan.      1 


Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  stating  that  re- 
cruiting in  Ireland  for  the  United  States 
army  is  illegal,  and  is  calculated  to  in- 
crease the  difficulties  already  incident  to 
the  observance  of  neutrality.  Mr.  Adams 
replies  that  he  has  no  disposition  to  give 
the  smallest  countenance  to  any  such  en- 
terprise on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  disavow  the  operations  of  any 
self-styled  agents.  Comments  upon  Brit- 
ish sentiment. 

Authorizes  Mr.  Adams  to  assure  Lord  Rus- 
sell that  the  United  States  has  no  agents 
of  any  kind  in  Great  Britain  or  any  for- 
eign country  who  are  instructed  to  enlist 
soldiers  or  seamen  for  the  military  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States.  The  govern- 
ment avow,  however,  that  voluntary  im- 
migration is  a  cardinal  element  of  their 
prosperity.  The  army  and  navy  are  open 
to  immigrants  who  may  desire  to  enlist, 
but  not  until  they  have  arrived  on  Amer- 
ican shores  and  become  subject  to  Amer- 
ican jurisdiction  and  laws. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  stating  that  fur- 
ther inquiries  develop  the  fact  that  the 
reports  of  recruiting  in  London  for  the 
United  States  army  are  without  founda- 
tion. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  in  regard  to  the 
complaint  of  the  British  government 
against  the  United  States  for  replenishing 
its  arsenals  from  British  sources  and  the 
enlistment  of  British  subjects  into  its 
army.  • 

Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Russell  replying  to 
the  charge  preferred  agaiust  the  United 
States  for  having  systematically,  in  disre- 
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Jan.    29 


538 


369 


378 


393 


396 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.    Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


.do. 


April    2 


April    9 


April  17 


April  24 


.do. 


April  30 


Subject. 


gard  of  that  comity  of  nations  which  it 
was  their  duty  to  observe,  induced  British 
subjects  to  violate  those  orders  which,  in 
conformity  with  neutrality.  Great  Britain 
has  enjoined  all  her  subjects  to  preserve. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  retracting  accu- 
sation so  far  as  it  may  be  construed  to 
mean  that  Mr.  Adams  has  encouraged  in 
England  the  enlistment  of  British  sub- 
jects into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Alleges  that  Mr.  Seward,  in  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Stuart,  treats  the  endeavor 
to  enlist  British  sailors,  in  case  of  Sunbeam, 
as  affording  no  ground  of  complaint  for 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  Adams  replies  that  he 
does  not  believe  that  the  facts  wUl  prove 
the  existence  of  any  systematic  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  induce 
British  subjects  to  improperly  enlist  in  its 
service. 

President  regrets  the  decisions  of  the 
British  government  declining  to  interfere 
to  arrest  proceedings  of  British  subjects 
within  British  jurisdiction,  hostile  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  deemed  advisable  to 
endeavor  to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the 
enlistment  laws  through  the  courts. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  stating  that 
'  no  act  has  been  done  in  England  contrary 
to  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  as  recog- 
nized by  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  or  any  act  capable  of  being  made 
the  subject  of  a  criminal  prosecution. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell, 
in  which  Mr.  Adams  denies  the  allegation 
that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
had  authorized  the  enlistment  of  men  in 
Great  Britain  for  their  service. 

Lord  Russell,  in  note  of  the  16th,  renews 
the  allegation  that  men  are  being  encour- 
aged to  emigrate  with  a  view  to  entering 
the  service  of  United  States.  Cites  the 
departure  of  young  men  from  Queens- 
town,  Ireland.  Mr.  Adams  replies  that 
consular  officers  of  the  United  States  have 
been  instructed  to  desist  from  encourag- 
ing, in  any  way,  such  enlistments.  That 
railroad  companies  of  the  United  States  are 
making  efforts  to  procure  supplies  of 
aliens  froEj  foreign  lands,  who  will  be, 
from  that  circumstance,  exempted  from 
the  risk  of  being  called  into  the  service. 
That  a  scarcity  of  labor  in  the  United 
States,  together  with  cause  mentioned, 
may  explain  the  phenomena  of  emigra- 
tion. 

Incloses  note  of  Lord  Russell,  requesting 
that  before  any  repetition  of  complaints 
In  regard  to  the  enlistment  of  British 
sailors  in  the  confederate  service,  all 
British  subjects   serving  in  the   federal 
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398 


580 


406 


410 
589 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


-do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


April  30 

May  ■    5 
May      7 


May      8 
May      9 


army  and  navy  may  be  discharged,  and 
further  enlistments  of  that  character  pro- 
hibited. Mr.  Adams  replies  that  he  does 
not  perceive  that  the  enforcement  of  the 
prohibitory  law  of  Great  Britain  is  made 
dependent  upon  the  exterior  action  of 
parties  making  complaints  of  the  commis- 
sion of  offenses  like  those  involved  in  the 
case  of  the  Japan,  alias  the  Virginia. 
There  is  no  law  in  the  United  States 
which  will  permit  the  discharge  from  the 
army  of  British  subjects  who  have  volun- 
tarily enlisted.  As  Great  Britain  cannot 
go  beyond  the  law  in  applying  a  remedy 
to  any  abuse,  it  would  not  counsel  another 
government  to  do  that  which  itself  re- 
tuses  to  do.  In  reply  to  petitions  for  dis- 
charge of  citizens  of  United  States  from 
service.  Great  Britain  has  never  acknowl- 
edged a  right  to  request  discharge. 
Granting  the  application  sometimes  as  a 
favor,  it  has  always  required  return  of 
the  money  advanced  to  the  recruit. 
Cites  Lord  Stowell  as  authority  for  ad- 
mitting foreigners  into  military  service  in 
time  of  war.  Cites  Lord  Clarendon's 
dispatch  to  Mr.  Crampton.  Incloses 
statute  of  the  realm,  legalizing  such  en- 
listments. Incloses  agreement  made  with 
men  entered  for  the  voyage  of  the  Japan, 
alias  the  Virginia. 

Inclosing  his  note  communicating  to  Lord 
Russell  letters  from  Mr.  Aspinwall  and 
Mr.  Forbes,  in  regard  to  the  emigration  to 
America  of  mechanics  and  laborers  to  be 
employed  on  raUroads  and  in  mines,  in- 
stead of  in  the  army,  as  supposed  by  the 
British  government. 

Mr.  Adams's  denial  of  allegations  that  United 
States  is  enlisting  recruits  in  Great  Britain 
for  its  armies  is  approved.  The  United 
States  has  no  agent  for  such  a  purpose. 

Lord  Russell's  note  is  inclosed  explaining 
that  United  States  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain, as  of  an  unfriendly  act  by  Great 
Britain,  that  British  subjects  took  service 
with  the  confederates,  so  long  as  United 
States  allowed  and  encouraged  British 
subjects  to  enter  United  States  Army.  Mr. 
Adams  replies  by  note  that  he  is  happy  to 
understand  that  no  intention  was  enter- 
tained to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  re- 
monstrances on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  against  improper  enlistment  in 
Great  Britain  of  British  subjects  by  in- 
surgents. 

Incloses  brief  note  from  Lord  Russell  which 
seems  to  end  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  emigration. 

The  emigration  from  England,  which  is  re- 
garded by  British  authorities  as  a  flow  of 
their  subjects  into  the  army  of  the  United 
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Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Earl  Russell  to 
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729 


548 


1863. 


May    18 


Sept.  11 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Arbnthnot  to 
Mr.  Hammond. 


Earl  of  Donough- 
more  to  Earl 
Russell. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Oct. 


Nov.   21 


Nov.    25 


Dec. 


States,  is  explained  by  the  natural  advan 
tages  and  inducements  of  the  land  over  ^ 
Europe.  Denial  of  the  employment  of  an 
agent  in  Ireland,  or  any  foreign  country, 
to  procure  enlistments.  Hopes  that  this 
new  result,  in  Europe,  of  United  States 
civil  war  will  justify  the  belief  that  the 
insurrection  has  no  tenacity  of  life. 

Approves  Mr.  Adams's  proceedings  on  the 
prosecution  of  the  correspondence  con- 
cerning the  legality  of  the  enlistment  of 
foreigners. 

States  that  he  hopes  that  the  reports  that 
agents  of  the  United  States  are  employed ' 
in  Great  Britain  to  engage  British  subjects 
to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  with  a 
view  of  enlistment  in  the  militaiy  service 
of  the  United  States  are  unfounded.  Such 
a  proceeding  would  be  at  variance  with 
the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  President 
in  1855,  during  the  Russian  war. 

Derivation  of  military  supplies  from  Great 
Britain  and  the  enlistment  of  British  sub- 
jects would  never  have  been  necessary  if 
Great  Britain  had  not  first  raised  the  insur- 
gents to  the  position  of  belligerents.  The 
United  States  cannot  be  said  to  have  vio- 
lated any  municipal  law  or  treaty,  or  the 
law  of  nations,  or  even  comity  to  wards  the 
British  government  in  the  supplies  derived 
from  British  sources  or  the  volunteer  re- 
cruits accepted  from  among  voluntary 
British  residents  in  the  United  States.  The 
United  States  stand  on  impregnable  ground 
when  they  refuse  to  be  derogated  by  any 
act  of  British  government  from  their  posi- 
tion as  sovereign  nation  and  be  placed  up- 
on footing  with  domestic  insurgents. 

Acquainting  Mr.  Hammond  with  the  report 
that  United  States  war  sloop  Kearsarge 
had  taken  on  board  British  sxibjects  at 
Queenstown.  Incloses  Mr.  Gardner's  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  regard  to  John 
Dunn's  statement  as  to  the  conveyance  to 
the  Kearsarge  of  certain  persons  persuaded 
to  go  to  sea  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  James  Haley,  a  British  subject 
in  the  American  service. 

Incloses  letter  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Mason,  with 
accompanying  affidavits,  relating  to  the 
alleged  improper  enlistment  of  British 
subjects  on  board  the  Kearsarge  while  at 
Cork. 

Incloses  Lord  Russell's  note  respecting  the ' 
shipment  of  British  subjects  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  of  war  Kearsarg)  when 
in  the  port  of  Queenstown.  The  affidavits 
of  Patrick  Kennedy  and  Edward  Lynch 
are  inclosed  and  their  contents  reviewed. 
Mr.  Adams  replies  that  he  has  taken  steps 
to  obtain  the  necessary  explanations  from 
Mr.  Eastman,  United  States  consul,  who  is 
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Secretary  to  the 
admiralty  to 
Mr.  Hammond. 


Do. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Hammond  to 
Mr.  Wadding- 
ton. 


Mr.  Bruce  to  Mr. 
Hammond. 


Mr.  Hammond  to 
Mr.  Bruce. 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Dec.     9 


Dec.    19 


Deo.    11 


Dec.    12 


Deo.    16 


Dec.    17 


Dec.    22 


alleged  to  have  been  iT^^iicated  m  tne  niai 
ter.  Mr.  Adams  informs  Mr.  Seward  that 
Mr.  Eastman  denies  any  complicity  in  the 
business ;  says  that  it  is  apparent  that  a 
trap  was  laid  for  the  commander  of  the 
Kearsarge. 

Incloses  letter  of  Rear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones 
to  the  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  in  which 
it  is  stated  that  Captain  Winslow  found, 
after  his  departure  from  Queenstown,  fif- 
teen men  secreted  on  board  his  vessel,  the 
Kearsarge;  that  he  has  landed  the  men; 
that  he  did  not  want  to  enlist  any  seamen 
and  only  wanted  a  clerk.  The  men  await 
decision  of  custom-house  authorities  in 
London. 

Incloses  Rear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones's  letter  to 
the  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  covering 
Captain  Winslow's  communication  stating 
that  he  had  come  to  off  Queenstown  to  land 
sixteen  refugees,  who  had  concealed  them- 
selves on  the  Kearsarge  prior  to  her  de- 
parture from  Queenstown,  and  that  he  had 
given  his  certificate  with  a  representation 
of  the  circumstance,  by  the  executive  ofifi- 
cer  of  the  ship,  to  the  American  consul. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  transmitting 
Mr.  Eastman's  denial  of  any  participation 
in  the  shipment  of  seamen  upon  board  of 
the  Kearsarge,  and  discrediting  the  state- 
ment that  seamen  were  enlisted  by  au- 
thority of  the  captain.  Mr.  Adams  com- 
municates to  Mr.  Seward  Mr.  Eastman's 
explanation  of  the  landing  of  sixteen  men 
found  secreted  on  board  the  Kearsarge ; 
Captain  Winslow's  and  Lieutenant  Thorn- 
ton's statements  in  regard  to  the  transac- 
tion are  also  appended. 

Transmits  papers  respecting  the  enlistment 
at  Queenstown  of  various  British  subjects 
to  serve  on  board  the  United  States  steam 
vessel  of  war,  the  Kearsarge.  The  law  offi- 
cers are  of  the  opinion  that  these  men 
should  be  prosecuted  under  the  JForeign 
enlistment  act. 

Has  laid  before  Sir  George  Grey  his  letter, 
audits  accompaniments,  respecting  enlist- 
ment of  British  subjects  at  Queenstown 
for  the  Kearsarge.  The  papers  have  been 
sent  to  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  for 
him,  if  he  sees  fit,  to  order  the  prosecution 
of  the  men  so  enlisted,  under  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

Transmitting  for  Secretary  Sir  Grey's  con- 
sideration, a  further  note  from  Mr.  Adams 
covering  a  letter  from  the  captain  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  respect- 
ing the  seamen  embarked  on  board  that 
vessel  at  Queenstown. 

Transmits  correspondence  with  Lord  Rus- 
sell respecting  the  allegation  of  enlist- 
ments on  board  the  Kearsarge  at  Queens- 
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XLI 


No. 


From  ■whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


791 


794 


801 


Mr.  F.W.Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams. 


.do. 


1863. 


Deo.    26 


804 


571 


819 


584 


843 
'607 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Dec.    29 


1864. 
Jan.      5 


.do. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Sewaid. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Jan. 

6 

Jan. 

14 

Jan. 

18 

Jan. 

28 

Feb. 

13 

Mar. 

3 

town.  Mr.  Adams  is  led  to  infer  the  gov- 
ernment is  not  altogether  satisfied  with 
the  replies  given  by  the  consul  and  Com- 
mander Winslow. 

Approves  the  reply  to  Lord  Russell  in  rela- 
tion to  the  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  law  of  Great  Britain.  The 
United  States  will  thoroughly  investigate 
the  charges  against  Consul  Eastman  and 
Captain  Winslow,  of  improper  participa- 
tion in  the  enlistment  of  men  upon  board 
the  Kearsarge. 

Incloses  copy  of  Consul  Eastman's  dispatch 
to  the  department,  explaining  conduct  of 
the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge  in  enlist- 
ing the  men  found  secreted  on  his  ship 
after  leaving  Queenstown,  and  their  subse- 
quent dismissal  at  the  same  port. 

States  if  no  facts  appear  controverting  the 
denial  of  the  consul  of  any  complicity 
with  the  alleged  enlistment  of  British  sub- 
jects on  board  the  Kearsarge,  that  it  seems 
that  his  innocence  is  established;  and  if 
no  facts  appear  controverting  the  state- 
ment of  Captain  Winslow,  Mr.  Adams  will 
say  to  Lord  Russell  that  it  seems  that 
Captain  Winslow  has  not  intentionally 
violated  the  anti-enlistment  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  although  the  petty  officers  of  the 
ship  may  have  practiced  some  irregularity. 

Communicates  letter  from  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  its  accompaniments  from  Cap- 
tain Winslow,  in  regard  to  the  alleged 
improper  enlistment  of  men  at  Queens- 
town  for  the  Kearsarge.  Mr.  Seward  pre- 
sumes that  the  case  may  now  be  presented 
to  the  British  government  in  a  shape  that 
may  satisfy  it  that  the  transaction  was  not 
intentional. 

Has  concluded  to  postpone  action  in  Mr. 
Eastman's  case  until  it  can  be  ascertained 
whether  Lord  Russell  has  made  any  repre- 
sentation through  Lord  Lyons.  Does  not 
find  ii:om  the  depositions  that  Mr.  East- 
man is  seriously  impUoated. 

After  reading  No.  561  from  Mr.  Adams,  it  is 
not  easy  to  discover  the  points  of  difference 
between  the  consul's  statements  and  the 
opposing  ones.  Renews  instructions  to  in- 
vestigate ;  if  necessary  remove  the  consul, 
and  report. 

Has  concluded  to  defer  any  action  under  the 
instructions  to  open  the  case  of  alleged 
improper  enlistments,  until  either  Lord 
Russell  shall  take  some  new  step  in  the 
matter,  or  else  Mr.  Seward  shall  again  re- 
new the  instructions. 

Approves  Mr.  Adams's  course  in  leaving.the 
complaint  about  the  Kearsarge  at  rest. 

Infers  ftom  Lord  RusseU's  reply  to  the  com- 
plaint of  Lord  Clanrioarde,  made  in  the 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


620 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.   Seward. 


1864. 


Mar.    18 


880 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mar.    21 


893 


644 


.do. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


April    4 


April    8 


Do. 


658 


.do. 


April    8 


April  14 


House  of  Lords,  about  the  Kearsarge,  that 
the  letter  of  Commander  Winslow  was 
construed  as  putting  an  end  to  the  ques- 
tion. 

Transmits  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Crown  court  in  the  case  of  the  men  re- 
ceived in  the  Kearsarge.  The  use  of  the 
most  extraordinary  misrepresentations  by 
the  presiding  judge  to  discourage  emigra- 
tion to  America,  is  one  of  the  marked 
features  of  the  transaction.  The  persons 
of  much  more  influence  will  next  be  tried. 
There  is  little  expectation  of  a  similar  ver- 
dict of  guilty  in  their  case. 

In  regard  to  the  conversations  held  with 
Lord  Russell  touching  affairs  in  Ireland. 
The  government  neither  authorizes  nor 
even  knows  of  any  proceedings  for  recruit- 
ing in  Ireland.  Recruiting  is  active  in 
large  American  cities,  and  it  is  not  impos- 
sible that  persons  may  have  extended  it 
among  the  emigrating  population  of  Ire- 
laud.  It  is  not  known  to  be  true,  how- 
ever. Mr.  Adams  is  authorized,  in  his 
discretion,  to  address  circular  letter  to 
consuls  in  Ireland  cautioning  all  Ameri- 
can agents  to  refrain  from  violation  of 
British  enlistment  laws. 

While  United  States  has  no  objection  to 
proceedings  against  persons  who  attempt- 
ed to  enlist  on  Kearsarge,  it  is  entitled  to 
claim  that  pending  prosecutions  against 
British  subjects  engaged  in  forming  in- 
surgent naval  expeditions  shall  be  con- 
ducted with  energy  and  dispatch. 

Inclosing,  first.  Lord  Russell's  note,  cover- 
ing newspaper  report  of  the  trial  of  the 
men  alleged  to  have  been  enlisted  on  the 
steamer  Kearsarge,  and  asking  for  any 
explanation  that  Mr.  Adams  might  have 
to  make.  Mr.  Adams's  reply  thereto,  con- 
taining the  explanatory  statement  re- 
quested. Second,  Mr.  Adams's  note  to 
Lord  Russell,  requesting  permission  for  the 
Kearsarge  to  remain  in  the  Victoria  dock, 
at  London,  for  repairs.  Reply  of  Lord 
Russell,  complaining  of  Captain  Winslow's 
conduct  iu  other  respects,  and  omitting 
all  notice  of  the  permission  asked  for. 
Mr.  Adams  rejoins,  considering  Lord  Rns- 
sell's  note  as  a  refusal,  that  Captain 
Winslow  should  be  directed  to  leave. 
The  Kearsarge,  however,  left  before  the  re- 
ception by  the  captain  of  Mr.  Adams's 
notice  to  quit. 

Incloses  private  circular  addressed  to  the 
four  consuls  in  Ireland,  enjoining  upon 
them  unusual  caution  iu  their  relations 
with  people  in  Ireland  desiring  to  emi- 
grate to  the  United  States. 

It  IS  quite  plain  that  there  was  some  conni- 
vance on  board  the  Kearsarge  in  the  scheme 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  -whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1864. 


667 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Earl  Russell. 


April  22 


May 


941 


947 


718 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


,  do. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


May 


May    16 


June  16 


of  enlisting  the  Irishmen.  Haley,  the  Irish 
petty  officer,  seems  to  have  prompted  the 
action.  Investigation  of  the  matter  is  ne- 
cessary. Encloses  Lord  Russell's  note  re- 
gretting that  officers  Thornton  and  Haley 
should  still  be  retained  in  the  United  States 
service,  and  also  his  note  enclosing  extracts 
from  Daniel  O'Connell's  deposition,  which 
states  that  he  was  clothed  with  the  uni- 
form of  a  United  States  sailor,  and  was 
sworn  witli  the  knowledge  of  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Kearsarge. 
Mr.  Adams  replies ;  reviews  the  testimony 
of  O'Connell  and  Lynch,  and  promises  to 
communicate  the  wish  for  further  investi- 
gation of  the  case  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Has  anticipated  the  suggestion  contained  in 
No.  893,  from  Mr.  Seward,  by  a  note  to  Lord 
Russell,  based  on  the  depositions  of  twenty- 
one  persons  enlisted  by  rebel  agents. 
Copies  will  be  sent  by  next  mail. 

In  regard  to  the  complaints  of  the  practices 
by  which  the  enlistment  of  many  British 
subjects  into  the  United  States  Army  has 
been  procured.  General  Dix's  report  to 
tJie  War  Department  of  the  improper 
means  employed  by  brokers  and  agents  to 
effect  enlistments.  In  the  two  cases  where 
British  subjects  have  been  condemned  to 
death  for  desertion  the  sentence  has  not 
been  executed. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informs  Mr.  Sew- 
ard that  it  would  not  comport  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  service  to  order  the  Kear- 
sarge home  at  present  to  investigate 
charge  against  Captain  Winslow.  When 
the  vessel  returns  the  charge  will  be  in- 
vestigated. 

Repeating  the  reasons  in  instruction  No.  941. 
Mr.  Seward  adds  that  when  the  Kearsarge 
can  with  safety  be  ordered  home  the 
charges  against  the  officers  will  be  investi- 
gated, and  if  any  are  found  guilty  a  proper 
punishment  will  be  meted  out  to  them. 

Transmits  debate  in  House  of  Lords  on  the 
subject  of  enlistments.  Lord  RusseU  fails 
to  discriminate  between  the  act  of  one 
party,  which  persistently  enlists  men  in 
violation  of  the  obligation  of  neutrality  as 
well  as  the  municipal  law  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  act  of  the  other,  which  only  ac- 
'  cepts  men  voluntarily  resorting  to  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  there  of- 
fering to  take  service.  Though  Lord  Rus- 
sell promises  Lord  Clanricarde  that  if  he 
will  produce  evidence  to  prove  the  enlist- 
ment of  any  person  in  England  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  proceedings 
shall  be  at  once  commenced,  Mr.  Adams 
has  yet  to  learn  that  a  single  case  of  enlist- 
ments for  the  insurgent  forces  has  been 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1015 


756 


.do. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1864. 


June  20 


July     2 


July   29 


1068 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Aug.   15 


819 


1185 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Earl   Russell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Nov.   25 


Not.   26 


Dec. 


taken  up  with  the  smallest  degree  of  en- 
ergy. There  is  pressure  in  Parliament  on 
the  ministry  whenever  complaint  of  the 
action  of  the  United  States  is  in  question. 
Comments  upon  the  sentiment  in  Eng- 
land. 

Approves  Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  23d  of  May 
to  Lord  Russell,  concerning  enlistments 
for  the  insurgent  marine  service  in  British 
ports.  Mr.  Adams'surgenoy  is  commended. 

The  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  regard 
to  the  alleged  American  violations  of  the 
enlistment  laws  of  Great  Brittain  has  ex- 
cited much  attention  in  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  has  called  for  information. 
A  copy  of  the  President's  reply  is  inclosed. 

Transmits  debate  in  House  of  Commons  on 
the  subject  of  enlistments.  Disposition 
to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  which 
prevails  among  the  poorer  classes  in  Great 
Britain,  excites  uneasiness.  Coming,  as 
it  does,  upon  the  general  desire  of  the 
higher  classes  that  the  Union  should  be 
broken  up,  no  diflSculty  remains  in  ac- 
counting for  the  peculiar  tone  of  the 
speakers  in  the  debate. 

Observes,  from  Mr.  Adams's  No.  756,  that  the 
tone  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  less 
inimical  and  disrespectful  to  the  United 
States  than  that  lately  exhibited  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Examination  and  ex- 
planation of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  enlistment  of  arrived  immigrants  into 
the  army  of  the  United  States.  The  emi- 
gration from  Europe,  instead  of  being 
new  and  anomalous,  .dates  from  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  is  a  process  by  which 
society  in  Europe  is  relieved  and  civiliza- 
tion in  America  instituted.  The  success 
of  the  African  slave  trade  is  insured  if 
the  insurgents  succeed,  and  the  principle 
of  property  in  slaves  will  be  spread 
through  the  continent  of  North  America 
and  its  adjacent  islands.  An  enlarged 
view  of  the  question  will  make  it  appar- 
ent that  Great  Britain  is  hardly  less  inter- 
ested than  United  States  in  the  success  of 
the  emigration  to  America. 

Mr.  Dudley  has  reported  the  tastitution  of 
proceedings  in  regard  to  the  detention  of 
the  ship  Great  Western,  by  order  of  the 
British  government,  on  the  allegation  of 
some  viqlation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act.  Comments  thereon. 
No  communication  has  yet  been  made  by 
Lord  Russell. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has 
permitted  recruiting  agents  to  enlist 
British  subjects,  while  under  the  influence 
of  opiates  and  drugs. 

Has  received  from  Liverpool  explicit  infor- 
mation concerning  the  detention  of  the 
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XLV 


No. 


From  whom  and 
to  wliom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1864. 


390 


Mr.  Wilding   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Not.    18 


845 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Deo.    29 


Great  Western  at  that  port.  Repeats 
that  the  United  States  has  no  knowledge 
of  any  design  to  enlist  recruits  for  its 
army  within  British  jurisdiction.  Any 
person  violating  British  laws  will  be  left 
to  their  penalties.  If  any  undue  inter- 
ference with  citizens  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  occurred,  prejudicial  to  their 
legal  rights,  protests  may  be  made. 

Incloses  newspaper  extracts  in  regard  to  the 
alleged  recruiting  for  the  federal  army  and 
the  shipment  of  the  recruits  on  the  Great 
Western.  Two  hundred  men  preparing  to 
embark  upon  the  Great  Western  were  ap- 
pealed to  by  confederate  agents,  who  in- 
duced fifty  of  them  to  reftise  to  go  on 
board.  Out  of  four  hundred  passengers 
but  two  could  be  induced  to  disembark  by 
British  ofiScers  sent  on  board  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  appears  that  Messrs.  Bliss,  Ward 
&  Rosevelt,  of  New  York,  made  an  agree- 
ment with  the  owners  of  the  Great  West- 
em  to  pay  the  passage  of  one  hundred  per- 
sons with  a  view  to  giving  them  employ- 
ment in  the  United  States  for  at  least  one 
year.  Captain  Byrne,  who  was  sent  over 
to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  the 
passengers,  disappeared  as  soon  as  the  stir 
began  about  improper  emigration  with  a 
view  to  enlistments  in  the  American  army. 
Knowledge  of  this  circumstance  by  the 
British  government  may  account  for  de- 
tention of  Great  Western. 

The  release  of  the  Great  Western  has  dis- 
posed of  the  questions  involved  in  its  de- 
tention. 


PROSECUTIONS  OF  REBEL  AGENTS. 


567 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


579 


585 


....  do 


do 


1864. 
Jan.      8 


Jan.    21 


Jan.    28 


Is  informed  that  prosecutions  are  in  contem- 
plation against  several  commercial  houses 
who  have  been  engaged  in  promoting 
plots  of  the  rebels  and  their  British  sym- 
pathizers. Propriety  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment initiating  the  prosecutions.  Re- 
views the  policy  of  the  British  ministry 
in  such  cases  and  the  general  result  of 
similar  prosecutions.    Case  of  Victor. 

Prosecutions  have  been  commenced  not  only 
against  parties  at  Liverpool,  but  against 
one  of  the  principal  officers  in  the  dock 
yard  at  Sheerness,  for  violation  of  the  en- 
listment law.     Indications  of  this  policy. 

It  appears  from  the  tone  of  a  leader  in  the 
London  Times  that  the  prosecutions 
against  Rumble  for  complicity  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  steamer  Victor,  alias  Scylla, 
alias    the    Rappahannock,    and    against 
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No. 


737 

748 
1045 

759 
1098 


819 


830 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 


Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


1203 


Earl   Russell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Date. 


1864. 


July     7 

July    15 
July   28 

Aug.  18 
Sept   20 


Nov.   25 


Dec.      8 


Dec.      8 


Subject. 


Dec.    26 


Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  are  conducted  more 
to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  United 
States  than  from  an  intention  to  punish 
the  offenders.  The  suits  against  the  two 
iron-clads  at  Liverpool  will  come  to  trial 
next  month.  The  influence  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  north  of  Europe  upon  the 
issue  of  the  iron-clad  cases. 

Proceedings  under  the  enlistment  act  have 
been  instituted  by  the  British  government 
against  Campbell,  at  Liverpool,  and  Sey- 
mour, in  London,  removes  necessity  of 
immediate  complaints  of  the  unequal  ac- 
tion of  Great  Britain  towards  the  bellig- 
erents. 

John  Seymour  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge 
of  violating  the  foreign  enlistment  act  by 
inducing  men  to  enlist  upon  insurgent 
vessels  of  war.  Incloses  Times  containing 
proceeding  in  the  casS. 

President  fears  that  the  clemency  of  the 
British  government  in  discharging  Sey- 
mour without  punishment  is  ill-judged. 
President  will  patiently  wait  to  see 
whether  that  decision  has  the  salutary 
effect  which  is  expected  by  Great  Britain. 

Incloses  newspaper  reports  of  further  trials 
held  at  Liverpool  for  violations  of  the  for- 
eign enlistment  act.    The  case  of  Rumble. 

The  discharge,  in  two  instances,  of  persons 
on  penal  obligation  not  to  repeat  the  of- 
fence of  violating  the  enlistment  laws, 
has  very  little  tendency  to  vindicate  the 
laws  or  assure  the  neutrality  of  Great 
Britain.  The  President  will  reserve  the 
definitive  disposition  of  the  subject  until 
the  result  of  the  Rumble  trial  shall  be 
made  known. 

The  proceedings  against  Messrs.  Jones  and 
Highatt,  for  enlisting  seamen  for  the 
rebels  at  Liverpool,  has  terminated  in  a 
verdict  'pro  forma,  with  nominal  penalty, 
to  which  the  parties  consented.  Incloses 
report  of  the  trial.  The  timidity  of  the 
law  officers. 

Transmits  report  of  proceedings  in  the  court 
of  Queen's  Bench  in  the  case  of  the  Crown 
against  Rumble.  There  is  no  reasonable 
doubt  of  his  guilt,  but  it  is  equally  cer- 
tain that  great  efforts  will  be  made  to 
clear  him. 

Transmitting  copy  of  the  dispatch  of  the 
British  consul  at  Teneriffe,  stating  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  Sea  King 
came  into  the  possession  of  confederates. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  investi- 
gate the  case,  and  to  prosecute  Captain  Cor- 
bett  for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act. 

The  end  of  the  trial  of  Rumble  is  looked  for 
with  great  interest. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


857 


3V[r.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1865. 
Jan.    19 


do. 


872 


.do.. 


890 


1313 


.do. 


Earl 
Mr. 


Russell  to 
Adams. 


Mr.    Seward 
Mr.  Adams. 


to 


Feb. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Feb.    18 


Mar.    21 


1321 


do. 


Mar.    25 


Incloses  note  transmitting  to  Lord  Russell 
intercepted  correspondence  relating  to  the 
transactions  of  the  confederate  agent, 
James  D.  Bullock,  with  Messrs.  Jones 
and  Highatt,  and  with  Mr.  Bold,  all  be- 
lieved to  be  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 
Probable  prosecution  of  Jones,  Highatt  & 
Co.,  by  British  government.  The  captain 
of  the  Peruvian  corvette  Union  is  to  be 
prosecuted  also  for  violation  of  foreign 
enlistment  act. 
Incloses  the  London  Times  containing  report 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  ease  of  Mr.  Rum- 
ble. 
Incloses  report  of  the  close  of  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Rumble.  Is  of  the  opinion  that  no  justice 
to  the  United  States  can  be  expected  from 
pressing  prosecutions  under  the  enlistment 
act  in  the  courts  of  Great  Britain.  De- 
scribes the  process  of  prosecution,  the  duty 
devolving  upon  the  United  States,  and  the 
impossibility  of  fulfilling  it,  in  the  face  of 
odds  in  the  way  of  prejudice  and  predeter- 
mined opinions  upon  the  part  of  the  jury. 
Transmits  Lord  Russell's  note,  stating  that  in 
view  of  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the  Scylla, 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
have  decided  to  place  Mr.  Rumble  upon 
half  pay  as  an  officer  in  whom  they  can  no 
longer  place  any  confidence. 
He  has  received  from  the  lords  commission- 
ers of  the  admiralty  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  inquiry  held  un- 
der their  orders,  at  Sheerness,  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  the  assertion  that  a  govern- 
ment tug  accompanied  the  Scylla  or  Rap- 
pahannock on  the  night  of  her  departure 
from  Sheerness  harbor.  It  seems  that  the 
court  are  satisfied  that  no  government  ves- 
sel accompanied  the  Scylla. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  United  States,  the  ac- 
quittal of  Rumble  was  contrary  to  the  law 
and  evidence  submitted  in  the  case ;  but  the 
British  government  seem  to  have  acted  in 
good  faith  in  the  prosecution.  The  respon- 
sibility for  the  failure  of  the  prosecution 
seems  to  fall  upon  the  jury,  who,  without 
doubt,  rendered  their  verdict  under  the  in- 
fluence of  national  enmity  to  the  United 
States.  Under  the  circumstan ces  th e  United 
States  cannot  deem  themselves  called  upon 
to  appeal  to  British  tribunals  for  the  en- 
forcement of  British  neutrality  laws.  The 
remaining  insurgent  cruisers,  which  are  the 
results  of  British  patronage  and  favor,  are 
only  kept  at  bay  by  United  States  watchful- 
ness, and  not  through  British  interposition. 
Requests  that  the  wrong  may  be  rescinded. 
Accepts  with  satisfaction  the  act  of  the  Brit- 
ish government  concerning  case  of  Mr. 
Rumble. 
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No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1 

1099 
1630 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

1865. 
Dec.      1 

Deo.    18 

Incloses  report  of  proceedings  in  case  of  Cap- 
tain P.  S.  Corbett,  who  stands  charged  with 
having  enlisted  certain  British  subjects  on 
board  the  Sea  King  alias  Shenandoah,  in 
violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  actual  result  of  the  case  of  Captain  Cor- 
bett, before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
excites  no  surprise  in  Washington. 

479 
479 

REBEL   CRUISERS. 
THE  SUMTER. 


84 


50 


53 


58 


112 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


-do 


..do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Earl  Russell. 


1861. 
Sept.  10 


Sept.  28 


Oct.      4 


Oct.    11 


Oct.    29 


Nov.     4 


Incloses  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Bernard  in 
reference  to  connivance  of  the  authorities 
of  the  island  of  Trinidad  with  the  rebels. 
Mr.  Adams  is  instructed  to  represent  the 
matter  to  the  British  government  and  ask 
for  redress.  * 

Has  mentioned  the  subject  of  the  reception 
of  the  rebel  cruiser  Sumter  by  the  author- 
ities at  Trinidad  to  Lord  Russell,  who  said 
that  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Crown 
lawyers  for  report.  Will  make  formal  rep- 
resentation in  a  few  days. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
complaining  against  the  official  recep- 
tion and  the  supplying  of  the  Sumter  at 
Trinidad  after  she  had  destroyed  eleven 
American  vessels,  as  shown  by  the  inclosed 
letter  from  Mr.  Bernard,  and  requesting 
the  adoption  of  measures  to  prevent  such 
proceedings  in  the  future. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  stating 
that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have 
decided  that  the  action  of  the  authorities 
at  Trinidad,  in  receiving  the  Sumter  and 
allowing  her  to  take  on  supplies,-  was  in 
accordance  with  her  Majesty's  proclama- 
tion of  neutrality. 

Has  received  No.  58.  The  armament,  the 
spurious  commission,  and  the  depredations 
of  the  Sumter  constitute  her  a  pirate. 
The  President  deeply  regrets  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  can  give  no  satisfactory 
answer  to  our  complaint  against  her  ac- 
knowledgment and  toleration  by  their  col- 
onial authorities.  The  United  States  will 
consider  tbe  course  to  be  pursued  for  the 
protection  of  their  commerce,  but  trust 
that  her  Majesty's  government  will  recon- 
sider their  determination. 

Relates  to  conversation  with  Mr.  Sewaid,  in 
which  the  latter,  referring  to  the  Sumter's 
reception  at  Trinidad,  stated  that  the 
Dutch  and  other  governments  had  adopt- 
ed a  rule  limiting  the  stay  of  rebel  ves- 
sels in  their  i)ortiB  to  twenty-four  hours ; 
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XLIX 


Earl    Russell  to 
Lord  Lyons. 


99     Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Sift'ague  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


108     Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


6' 


117 


1861. 


Deo.    19 


1862. 
Jan.    10 


Jan.    25 


Jan.    30 


Mr.   Sprague   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do  . 


Mr-    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Veb. 


Feb.    18 


Feb.    20 


to  wHeh  Lord  Lyons  replied  that  in  this 
matter  each  government  probably  follow- 
ed its  own  precedents,  but  that  the  English' 
rule  prohibiting  belligerent  vessels  firomi 
bringing  prizes  into  British  ports  was 
stricter  than  that  of  France  and  many 
other  powers. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Seward's  complaint  of  the 
treatment  of  the  Sumter  by  the  colonial 
authorities,  Earl  Russell  declares  that  the 
reception  and  privileges  accorded  her  at 
Trinidad  were  the  same  as  bad  been  pre- 
viously granted  by  the  Dutch  and  French 
authorities  at  the  islands  of  Martinique 
and  Curapoa. 

The  Sumter  has  arrived  at  Cadiz,  having 
destroyed  three  vessels  on  her  way  from 
Rio.  In  event  of  war  between  the  United 
States  and  England  it  is  said  the  rebels 
propose  to  start  out  five  vessels  from; 
European  ports.  Their  outfits  are  not  yet 
completed.  The  Tuscarora  is  at  South- 
ampton. 

Incloses  correspondence  held  with  colonial 
authorities  at  Gibraltar,  relative  to  arrival 
and  depredations  of  the  Sumter.  She  has 
not  coaled  and  is  not  yet  ready  for  sea. 

At  Mr.  Sprague's  request  transmits  copies  of 
letter  and  telegrams  from  him,  and  of  his 
correspondence  with  the  colonial  authori- 
ties at  Gibraltar,  inclosing  sworn  protests 
and  depositions  of  officers  of  American 
vessels  destroyed  by  the  Sumter.  Mr. 
Sprague  protested  against  the  equipment 
or  supply  of  the  Sumter.  The  governor 
replied  that  the  Queen's  proclamation 
would  be  strictly  observed.  The  twenty- 
four-hour  rule,  (that  vessels  of  one  bellig- 
erent shall  not  follow  those  of  the  other 

.  out  of  neutral  ports  within  twenty-four 
hours)  would  be  enforced.  The  Gibraltar 
coal  companies  refused  to  furnish  the  ves- 
sel with  coal. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams.  The 
Sumter  is  still  at  Gibraltar.  She  is  receiv- 
ing clothing  from  Southampton  and  water 
from  shore.  The  authorities  refuse  to  al- 
low her  men,  who  have  come  on  shore,  to 
be  forcibly  taken  back  to  the  ship.  Mr. 
Sprague  recommends  that  a  federal  vessel 
be  sent  to  watch  her  proceedings. 

The  United  States  steamer  Tuscarora  has  ar- 
rived at  Gibraltar.  The  Suiuter  is  still  in 
port  and  has  not  yet  coaled.  Incloses  cop- 
ies of  furtherTSorrespondence  with  the 
colonial  authorities. 

Transmits  copies  of  dispatches  from  Mr. 
Sprague,  (one  of  which  arrived  with  the 
consular  seal  broken,); and  inclosed  corre- 
spondence with  the  colonial  authorities  at 
Gibraltar.  Captain  Setomes,  of  the  Sum- 
ter, oOmplaihed  to  the  governor  that  the) 
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iNo. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1862. 


280 


Mr.   Sprague    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mar.    14 


Dee.    24 


184 


186 


287 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

, do 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Deo.    27 


Deo.    31 


1863. 
Jan.      1 


United  States  consul  had  enticed  away  the 
seamen  of  that  vessel;  to  which  Mr. 
Sprague  replied  that  they  had  voluntarily 
asked  his  proteotion  and  had  been  referred 
to  the  local  authorities.  The  governor  ad- 
vised Mr.  Sprague  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with.  them.  The  feeling  of  British  officials 
appears  to  be  unfriendly.  The  Sumter  is 
still  in  port,  being  unable  to  procure  coal. 
The  new  rules  laid  down  by  Earl  Kussell, 
(January  31,)  limiting  the  stay  of  bellig- 
erent vessels  in  British  ports  to  twenty- 
four  hours,  unless  in  case  of  distress,  were 
to  go  into  effect  at  Gibraltar  on  the  19th. 

Incloses  copies  of  two  communications  to 
Mr.  Adams,  to  the  effect  that  the  Sumter  is 
stiU  in  port,  surrounded  by  United  States 
vessels  of  war. 

Transmits  copies  of  letters,  inclosures,  and 
telegrams  from  Mr.  Sprague.  The  Sumter 
was  privately  sold  by  authority  from  Cap- 
tain BuUock,  rebel  agent  at  Liverpool. 
The  sale  was  not  consummated,  .for  lack 
of  authority  from  Mr.  Mason,  and  was 
finally  canceled  and  the  vessel  advertised 
for  sale  at  public  auction.  Mr.  Sprague 
hereupon  protested,  on  the  ground  of  her 
being  a  prize  captured  from  United  States 
citizens  by  the  rebels,  and  stated  that  she 
would  be  liable  to  recapture;  to  which 
the  governor  replied  that  no  proof  of  her 
being  such  prize  had  been  furnished.  Mr. 
Sprague  claimed  that  the  sale  was  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  a  capture,  and  there- 
fore illegal.  The  governor  published  a 
notice  of  the  consul's  protest  for  the  in- 
formation of  bidders,  and  also  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  captain  of  the  Sumter  that 
the  steamer  had  b^n  regularly  pijjchased 
in  New  Oi'leans.  Mr.  Adams  instructed 
Mr.  Sprague  to  protest  against  the  sale,  if 
apparently  made  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
her  out  of  danger  with  intent  to  resume 
her  piratical  character,  but  to  acquiesce  if 
it  appear  to  be  a  bona  fide  transaction. 
The  vessel  was  finally  sold  to  an  English- 
man and  commenced  to  load ;  she  will  be 
convoyed  to  sea  if  necessary. 

M.  G.  KUngender,  of  Liverpool,  will  proba- 
bly purchase  the  Sumter  for  Eraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co. 

As  expected,  Klingender  has  purchased  the 
Sumter.  She  is  probably  as  much  confed- 
erate property  as  before  the  sale,  and 
should  be  captured. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  EusseU, 
asserting  his  belief  that  the  sale  of  the 
Sumter  was  fraudulent,  asking  her  Majes- 
ty's government  to  prevent  any  damage 
to  the  United  States  ensuing  therefrom,  or, 
in  default  of  such  prevention,  declining  to 
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LI 


292 


30.5 


324 
32 

333 


40 
349 


44 


352 


50 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Sewaid. 


do 


do 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 


Jan.      8 


Jan.    23 


Feb.    13 
Feb.    17 

Feb.    20 


Feb.    28 
Mar.    13 


Mar. 


Mar.,  19 


Mar.    20 


recognize  the  Yalidity  of  the  sale  should 
the  Sumter  be  overhauled  by  United  States 
vessels. 

Being  fully  satisfied  of  the  fraudulent  char- 
acter of  the  Sumter's  sale,  has  instructed 
Mr.  Sprague  and  naval  officers  at  Gibraltar 
not  to  recognize  its  validity  and  to  capture 
the  vessel  if  she  attempt  to  leave  under  a 
British  flag.  Incloses  note  from  Lord  Rus- 
sell stating  that  the  matter  is  under  con- 
sideration by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
The  Sumter  has  not  yet  left. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  stating  that 
no  protection  will  be  afforded  the  Sumter 
outside  of  British  jurisdiction,  but  that 
her  nominal  owners  will  have  the  right  to 
appeal  to  the  prize  court,  where  she  may 
be  adjudicated.  Has  telegraphed  Mr. 
Sprague  to  that  effect,  and  that  she  should 
be  captured.  Mr.  Sprague  has  notified  our 
naval  commanders.  The  Sumter  is  coaling 
and  provisioning. 

The  Sumter  has  left  Gibraltar,  bound  west- 
ward. It  was  impossible,  on  account  of 
the  gale,  to  notify  the  Chippewa. 

Announces  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter  at  Liv- 
erpool for  repairs.  In  view  of  her  fraudu- 
lent sale  at  Gibraltar,  has  suggested  to  Mr. 
Adams  the  propriety  of  a  protest  against 
her  being  allowed  to  refit. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
asking  his  attention  to  the  bearing  of  her 
Majesty's  proclamation  limiting  the  stay 
of  belligerent  vessels,  upon  the  case  of  the 
Sumter  recently  brought  to  Liverpool  for 
repairs  after  having  undergone  a  fictitious, 
sale. 

The  Sumter  is  being  repaired  at  Birken-, 
head. 

Incloses  note  from  Lord  Russell,  stating  that 
her  Majesty's  government  cannot  assume 
that  the  sale  of  the  Sumter  was  fraudulent, 
and  unless  that  fact  can  be  established  the 
•vessel  does  not  come  within  the  proclama- 
tion. 

The  Sumter  has  finished  her  repairs,  is  ready 
to  receive  an  armament,  and  is  provisioned 
for  a  cruise.  She  will  probably  go  out  again 
as  a  pirate. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  RusseU, 
citing  British  precedents  against  the  legal- 
ity of  even  a  bona  fide  purchase  of  bellig- 
erent vessels  by  neutrals,  and  protesting 
against  the  recognition  of  the  validity  of 
the  transfer  of  the  Sumter. 

Incloses  published  answer  of  Earl  Russell  to 
a  protest  of  the  Manchester  Union  and 
Emancipation  Society,  against  the  fitting 
out  of  vessels  for  the  rebels,  stating  that 
evidence  on  oath  is  necessary  to  convict  in 
prosecutions  under  the  foreign  enlistment 
act.    Also  incloses  slip  from  London  Star, 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


523 

5^ 

368 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
Mar.    24 
April    3 

April    9 


389 


.do. 


April  24 


586 
414 

81 
84 

86 
89 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Sewaid. 

do 


.do. 


.do. 


May  7 

May  14 

May  22 

May  29 

May  30 

June  5 


stating  tha,t  the  Sumter,  now  called  the 
Gibraltar,  is  ready  for  sea. 

Refers  to  the  fact  that  Klingender  &  Com- 
pany, agents  of  the  rebels  in  LiYcrpool, 
are  also  owners  of  the  Sumter. 

The  Sumter,  (now  Gibraltar,)  has  not  yet  sail- 
ed. (She  is  undoubtedly  bound  for  another 
piratical  cruise.  Has  written  about  her  to 
consuls  at  Fayal  and  Funchal. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  based  on 
newspaper  paragraph,  calling  the  Sumter 
a  "confederate  war  vessel,"  to  the  effect 
that  that  steamer  had  been  closely  watched 
by  the  authorities  at  Liverpool,  that  noth- 
ing suspicious  had  yet  been  found  in  regard 
to  her,  but  that  the  authorities  would  con- 
tinue their  vigilance.  Also  incloses  copy 
of  his  reply,  expressing  gratification  at  the 
information  and  the  spontaneous  manner 
in  which  it  was  communicated. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  in  reply 
to  his  of  March  14,  protesting  against 
the  recognition  of  the  transfer  of  the  Sum- 
ter, (transmitted  with  No.  352, )  stating  that 
while  Great  Britain,  being  neutral,  cannot 
deny  her  subjects  the  right  to  purchase 
vessels  of  war  from  a  belligerent,  she  has 
never  denied  the  right  of  the  other  bellig- 
erent to  disregard  such  transfer,  leaving 
the  question  to  be  decided  in  the  prize 
court  where  the  vessel,  if  captured,  is  taken 
for  adjudication.  Also  incloses  copy  of  his 
reply  reasserting  his  former  position,  that 
Great  Britain,  as  a  neutral,  was  recogniz- 
ing theVaUdity  of  a  transaction  which,  as 
a  belligerent,  she  had  steadily  denied. 

Has  received  Ko.  389,  and  approves  Mr. 
Adams's  position  in  correspondence  con- 
cerning the  Sumter.     " 

Transmits  Lord  Russell's  note,  closing  the 
correspondence  in  reference  to  the  validity 
of  the.Smnter's  transfer,  by  asserting  the 
determination  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  abide  by  the  principles  of  international 
law,  heretofore  maintained  by  them  in  the 
course  of  the  present  war. 

The  Sumter  is  preparing  to  sail,  probably 
as  a  privateer.  She  is  entered  to  load  for. 
Callao  by  Klingender  &  Co. 

The  Sumter  is  taking  on  board  an  iron  frame- 
work, resembling  a  pivot  bridge.  It  is  re- 
ported that  Captain  Reed,  of  the  rebel 
navy,  is  to  command  her. 

The  framerwork  taken  on  board  the  Sumteri 
was  made  by  the  Mersey  Forge  Company, 
and  is  believed  to  be  an  iron  turret  for 
some  war  vessel.  Guns  to  accompany  it 
are  to  be  placed  on  board  this  evening. 

Incloses  report  from  a  reliable  party  inside  the 
Mersey  Iron  and  Steelworks,  showingthat; 
they  have  been  manufacturing  armor,  guns, 
and  machinery  for  confederate  vessels. 
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No. 


From  "Whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


425 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
June 


89 


Mr.    Dudley 
Mr.  Seward. 


Do. 


to 


102 


103 


104 


449 


.do 


.do 


.do 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


June  10 


June  24 


July     1 


July     3 


July     4 


July    10 


Transmits  copies  of  his  notes  to  Lord  Russell, 
with  inclosures,  showiiig  that  the  Sumter 
is  being  fitted  out  for  warlike  purposes. 
Lord  Russell  replies  that  the  surveyor  at 
Liverpool  has  private  information  that  it 
is  not  intended  to  refit  her  as  a  war  Vessel ; 
but  that  the  matter  will  receive  the  con- 
sideration of  the  government. 

The  impression  now  is  that  the  Sumter  will 
run  the  blockade  with  her  cargo  of  arms 
and  munitions  of  war.  The  two  guns  are 
still  to  be  put  on  board. 

Has  informed  the  customs  authorities  that 
the  Sumter  has  taken  on  two  large  guns. 
They  refuse  her  a  clearance,  or  permission 
to  ship  the  guns. 

The  collector  refuses  to  clear  the  Sumter 
with  the  guns  on  board,  and  threatens  to 
seize  her  if  she  attempts  to  sail  without  a 
clearance.  From  a  discussion  in  Parlia- 
ment last  night,  however,  it  seems  that 
the  government  has  given  in,  and  she  will 
be  allowed  to  sail  with  the  guns  on  board. 

The  Sumter  has  sailed  with  guns  and  cargo, 
believed  to  be  for  Lairds'  iron-clads.  She 
has  not  cleared,  but  wiU  probably  do  so 
next  week. 

The  clearance  of  the  Sumter,  for  Nassau, 
appears  in  this  morning's  papers.  Her  cap- 
tain is  a  southerner,  named  Reid,  and  Kliu- 
gender  is  her  consignee. 

The  Sumter  has  sailed  with  large  cargo  of 
cannon  and  stores.  The  government  at- 
tempted to  stop  her,  but  desisted  on  being 
told  that  the  guns  were  sent  as  freight. 
No  attention  has  been  paid  Mr.  Adams's 
representations  as  to  the  law  of  the  case. 
The  government  which,  when  itself  bellig- 
erent, denied  a  neutral's  right  to  purchase 
belligerent  vessels,  has  permitted  its  own 
subjects  to  do  so  while  itself  neutral.  Of 
course  the  ship  cannot  be  reclaimed  if  cap- 
tured by  United  States  vessels. 


THE  NASHVILLE. 


10 


Mr.      "Wells     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1861. 
Nov.     1 


532 


535 


536 


536 


537 


537 


537 


Announces  the  arrival  at  Bermuda  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Nashville,  from  Charleston 
for  Liverpool.  Incloses  copies  of  his  let- 
ters to  the  governor  protesting  against 
her  being  supplied  with  coal,  and  the  gov- 
ernor's answer,  stating  that  she  had  been 
refused  pemdssion  to  supply  herself  from 
government  dock-yard.  She  will  be  sup- 
plied by  private  parties,  notwithstanding 
remonstrances,  but  cannot  leave  within 
six  days.  She  has  no  armament.  Will 
endeavor  to  notify  United  States  vessels. 


538 
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Mr.  Wells  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


76 


77 


The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Britton  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Hammond  to 
the  secretary 
to  the  admi- 
ralty. 

The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward, 


58 


Mr.     Morse     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1861. 
Nov. 


Nov.  21 


Nov.  22 


Nov.  23 


Nov.  22 


Nov.  22 


Nov.  23 


Nov.  23 


Showing  assistance  given  by  British  author- 
ities at  Bermuda  in  supplying  the  Nash- 
ville with  coal;  and  unusual  courtesies  ex- 
tended to  her  officers.  The  Nashville  left 
on  the  5th  inst.,  having  taken  on  five  hun- 
dred tons,  and  purchased  four  hundred 
more,^to  he  furnished  to  any  other  confed- 
erate vessel  which  might  arrive.  Steamer 
Fingal,  from  Glasgow,  with  supplies,  has 
left  ostensibly  for  Jamaica,  having  taken 
a  Charleston  pilot  from  the  Nashville. 

Inclosing  copies  of  telegrams  between  admi- 
ralty and  the  superintendent  of  packets 
at  Southampton,  in  reference  to  the  arri- 
val there  of  confederate  war  steamer 
Nashville,  and  her  burniag  of  American 
Havre  packet  ship;  and  requesting  in- 
structions as  to  her  landing  and  receiving 
supplies. 

Has  heard  fi-om  Consul  Britton  of  the.  Nash- 
ville's arrival  at  Southampton,  and  of  the 
capture  and  destruction  by  her  of  the 
American  ship  Harvey  Birch.  Has  seen 
Captain  Nelson,  of  the  latter  vessel,  and 
will  have  testimony  put  in  shape  for 
presentation  to  the  British  government, 
with  an  application  for  its  intervention. 

Has  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Nashville  at  Southampton,  and  of  the 
destruction  by  her  of  the  Harvey  Birch. 

Earl  Russell  requests  that  the  admiralty 
give  directions  not  to  allow  the  Nashville 
to  complete  her  equipment  or  to  take  in 
arms. 

Incloses  for  Earl  Russell's  information  cop- 
ies of  letters  and  telegrams  from  Captain 
Patey;  announcing  arrival,  and  giving  dor 
scription  of  the  Nashville.  The  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Harvey  Birch,  destroyed 

'  by  her,  have  been  released  and  placed  on 
shore.  The  vessel  goes  into  dry-dock  for 
repairs. 

Has  advised  Captain  Nelson  to  commence 
legal  proceedings  against  the  master  of 
the  Nashville  to  recover  his  property  cap- 
tured in  the  Harvey  Birch.  Transmits 
copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell  calling 
his  attention  to  inclosed  deposition  of 
Captain  Nelson ;  also,  to  the  avowed  de- 
sign of  the  Nashville  to  refit  in  England, 
and  asking  whether  the  British  govern- 
ment will  not  regard  her  as  a  pirate,  and 
if  not,  whether  she  will  be  allowed  to  re- 
fit in  violation  of  the  Queen's  proclama- 
tion; also,  reminding  Lord  Russell  of  the 
prompt  action  taken  by  the  United  States 
government  upon  complaint  of  British 
minister  against  the  bark  Maury  in  1855. 

Public  indignation  is  strong  against  the 
action  of  the  Nashville  in  burning  the 
Harvey  Birch.    An  officer  has  been  sent  to 
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LV 


79 


From  -whom  and 
to  -whom. 


The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


Messrs.  Oliver- 
son,  Lavie, 
and  Peachey 
to  Earl  Kus- 
seU. 

Mr.  Clive  to  Mr. 
Hammond. 


Mr.  Wilson  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Layard  to 
Messrs.  Oliver- 
son,  Lavie, 
and  Peachey. 

Mr.  Layard  to 
Mr.  CUve. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  EUiot  to  Mr. 
Hammond. 


1861. 


Nov.   23 


Nov.   25 


Nov.    25 


Nov.    27 


Nov.   27 


Nov.    27 


Nov.    29 


Nov.   29 


the  former  to  demand  chronometer,  &c., 
taken  from  latter  vessel.  This  action,  it 
is  hoped,  will  force  the  commander  of  the 
Nashville  to  show  his  commission. 

Inclosing,  for  Earl  Russell's  information, 
copy  of  shipping  articles  of  the  Nashville ; 
of  the  commission  of  Charles  M.  Fanntle- 
roy,  as  lieutenant  in  the  confederate 
navy;  and  of  order  detailing  Lieutenant 
Bennett  for  duty  on  hoard  the  Nashville. 

Have  applied  to  Southampton  magistrates, 
in  behalf  of  Captain  Nelson,  for  warrant 
on  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  Nashville,  to 
recover  property  taken  from  the  Harvey 
Birch,  and  request  Lord  EusseU  to  author- 
ize said  magistrates  to  grant  said  warrant. 

Incloses  copies  of  letters  to  the  commission- 
ers of  customs  and  mayor  of  Southamp- 
ton, referring  them  to  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act  and  the  Queen's  proclamation, 
for  instructions,  should  the  Nashville  at- 
tempt to  complete  her  equipment,  and 
asking  the  purpose  of  her  visit. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  stating 
that  no  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act  will  he  permitted  by  the  Nashville. 

Informs  them  that  Lord  EusseU  has  no  power 
to  authorize  Southampton  magistrates  to 
issue  warrant  against  commander  of  the 
Nashville. 

Transmits  copy  of  letter  from  Messrs.  Oliver- 
son,  Lavie,  and  Peachey  to  Lor^  Russell, 
asking  him  to  authorize  magistrates  at 
Southampton  to  issue  warrant  against 
commander  of  the  Nashville  for  recovery 
of  property  taken  from  the  Harvey  Birch, 
and  of  his  answer  declining  to  grant  such 
authority. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  letter,  stating 
that  inasmuch  as  the  Nashville  is  a  regu- 
larly commissioned  confederate  ship  of 
war,  her  destruction  of  the  Harvey  Birch 
was  an  act  of  legitimate  warfare;  that 
orders  had  already  been  given  to  prevent 
her  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act,  or  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  and 
that  if  any  further  measures  were  neces- 
sary they  would  be  taken.  Mr.  Adams 
has  declined  requests  of  private  parties 
for  authority  to  capture  the  Nashville, 
though  such  a  proceeding  would  be  ac- 
cording to  English  doctrine.  He  recom- 
mends letting  the  subject  of  the  Nashville 
rest  until  after  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  capture  of  Mason  and  Slidell  has  sub- 
sided. 

Incloses  copy  of  dispatch  from  Governor  Ord, 
of  Bermuda,  reporting  his  proceedings  in 
reference  to  the  NashviUe  while  at  that 
port ;  copy  of  instructions  sent  him  by  the 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


..do. 


Mr.  Hammond  to 
Mr.  Elliot. 

Mr.    Adams     to 
Earl  Russell. 


'Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do.  . 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Waddington 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 

Mr.  Hammond  to 
the  secretary  to 
the  admiralty. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr. 

Seward. 
Mr.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Hammond  to 
Sir  F.  Rogers. 


1861. 


Nov.    30 


Deo.  7 

Not.  30 

Deo.  2 

Deo.  6 

Dec.  11 

Dec.  12 

Dec.  16 

Dec.  19 

Deo.  20 

Deo.  30 


1862. 
Jan.      1 


Duke  of  Newcastle  to  (the  effect  that  for- 
eign consuls  have  no  right  to  seize  any 
vessels  in  British  waters,  and  that  colonial 
authorities  cannot  prohibit  exportation  of 
arms,  munitions  of  war,  or  supplies,  unless 
the  foreign  enlistment  act  is  violated,  and 
then  can  only  act  in  accordance  with  law  ; 
also  copy  of  proposed  dispatch  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  to  governor  Ord,  ap- 
proving his  action  in  the  case  of  the 
Nashville. 

Has  endeavored,  hut  failed,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Nashville  is  regularly  com- 
missioned by  the  insurgents.  Claims  that 
Lieutenant  iPeagram's  commission  is  mere- 
ly personal,  and  does  not  assign  him  to 
any  ship.  Incloses  opinion  of  lawyers, 
and  letters  Showing  failure  to  procure  war- 
rant. Fears  that  nothing  can  be  done  to 
determine  character  of  the  vessel. 

As  anticipated,  can  do  nothing  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Nashville  is  a  privateer,  a 
confederate  ship  in  commission,  or  a  pirate. 

Earl  Russell  concurs  in  the  proposed  dis- 
patch to  Governor  Ord,  approving  his  pro- 
ceedings in  reference  to  the  Nashville. 

Has  received  Lord  Russell's  note  of  Novem- 
ber 28.  Regrets  the  liberal  construction 
given  to  the  evidence  of  the  character  of 
the  Nashville,  but  expresses  satisfaction 
at  orders  issued  to  prevent  violations  of 
neutrality. 

The  Nashville  is  now  being  repaired,  and 

-  will  propably  leave  near  the  end  of  the 
month,  to  cruise  against  the  United  States. 
If  proper  evidence  could  be  obtained,  Lord 
Russell  would  try  to  procure  her  condem- 
nation. Cajptain  Nelson  has  failed  to  get 
his  case  before  the  courts. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  vrith 
inclosures  showing  the  character  of  re- 
pairs necessary  to  be  made  on  the  Nash- 
ville. 

Has  received  No.  77,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's representations  in  reference  to  the 
Nashville. 

Incloses  letter  from  Southampton  town  clerk 
to  the  effect  that  the  Southampton  is  in 
dock  being  repaired. 

Incloses  papers  showing  that  the  Nashville  is 
being  repaired  at  Southampton,  and' re- 
quests, by  direction  of  Lord  Russell,  that 
the  naval  officer  at  that  port  be  instructed 
to  visit  her  and  report. 

Incloses  affidavit  of  Frederick  Williams,  cook 
on  board  the  Nashville. 

Has  received  No.  86.  Is  gratified  to  learn  of 
attention  paid  by  British  government  to 
repairs  of  the  Nashville. 

Transmitting  note  from  Mr.  Adams,  inclosing 
deposition  of  Frederick  Williams,  showing 
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97 


103 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 

Mr.  Hammond  to 
the  secretary  to 
the  admiralty. 


The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


1862. 


Jan.      3 


Do. 


Do 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Do 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Jan.    10 


Jan.    10 


Jan.    11 


Jan.  11 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  15 

Jan.  17 


that  the  commander  of  the  Nashville  rep- 
resented her  to  the  governor  of  Bermuda 
as  a  merchant  vessel. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  inclos- 
ing papers  showing  the  extent  of  repairs 
on  the  Nashville;  also  copy  of  his  note  to 
Lord  Russell  inclosing  deposition  of  Frede- 
rick Williams,  showing  that  the  comman- 
der of  the  Nashville  had  represented  her 
to  the  governor  of  Bermuda  as  a  merchant 
vessel;  also  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  reply, 
stating  that  a  correct  account  of  the  rep- 
resentations made  by  the  commander  of 
the  Nashville  will  he  procured  from  the 
governor  of  Bermuda. 

Incloses  copy  of  telegram  from  Captain  Patey, 
stating  that  men  from  the  United  States 
ship  Tuscarora  had  been  discovered  watch- 
ing the  Nashville,  with  orders  to  signal 
their  ship  should  the  latter  leave  port. 

Earl  Russell  thinks  a  man-of-war  should  be 
placed  near  Southampton  to  prevent  hos- 
tilities between  the  Tuscarora  and  Nash- 
ville, in  British  waters,  or  pursuit  by  the 
former  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Incloses  copy  of  letter  from  captain  of  her 
Majesty's  ship  Dauntless  to  Captain  Cra- 
ven, of  the  Tuscarora,  stating  that  he  has 
received  instructions  to  prevent  hostilities 
between  the  Tuscarora  and  Nashville,  in 
British 'waters,  and  calling  his  attention 
to  the  twenty-four-hour  rule. 

Incloses  telegram  from  Captain  Patey,  stat- 
ing that  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  Nash- 
ville have  promised  that  one  vessel  will  not 
follow  the  other  within  twenty-four  hours, 
and  both  will  observe  strict  neutrality. 

Transmits  copy  of  letter  from  Captain  Will- 
cox,  of  Dauntless,  inclosing  note  from 
Captain  Craven. 

The  Tuscarora  has  left  Southampton  and 
anchored  outside  of  port. 

The  Tuscarora  has  returned  to  her  former 
anchorage. 

Incloses  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  and 
copies  of  his  correspondence  with  com- 
manders of  the  Tuscarora  and  Nashville, 
who  adhere  to  the  twenty-four-hour  rule. 

Incloses  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  report- 
ing his  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  Tus- 
carora and  Nashville.  The  former  has  left 
Southampton. 

The  Tuscarora's  presence  at  Southampton 
has  changed  the  purpose  of  the  rebels  in 
regard  to  the  Nashville.  She  will  perhaps 
be  sold.  Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's 
note,  in  reference  to  the  landing  of  armed 
men  from  the  Tuscarora  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  the  Nashville,  and  8ta,ting 
that  neither  this,  nor  hostilities  in  British 
waters,  nor  violation  of  the  twenty-four- 
hour  rule,  can  be  permitted. 
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The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 

Mr,  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


Do. 


Mr.  Laird  to  the 
secretary  to  the 
admiralty. 

The  secretary  to 
the  admiralty 
to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond. 


Do. 


Do. 


Mr.  Layard  to 
the  secretary 
to  the  admi- 
ralty. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Earl   Russell 
Mr.  Adams. 


to 


1862. 
Jan.    22 


Jan.    24 
Jan.    26 


Jan.  27 
Jan.  28 
Jan.    28 


Jan.    29 


Jan.    29 


Jan.    30 


Jan.    30 


Feb.      1 


The  Tuscarora  left  Southampton  on  the  20th 
instant  and  anchored  outside,  but  has  since 
returned. 

The  positions  of  the  Tuscarora  and  Nashville 
are  still  unchanged. 

Transmits  copy  of  Captain  Patey's  letter, 
asking  whether  the  Tuscarora  and  Nash- 
ville should  be  allowed  to  remain  indefin- 
itely at  Southampton,  showing  the  possi- 
bility of  a  collision  in  harbor,  and  sug- 
gesting that  they  should  be  called  upon 
for  a  written  notice  as  to  the  time  they 
intend  to  sail;  also  copy  of  his  reply,  giv- 
ing orders  in  accordance  with  that  sug- 
gestion. 

The  Tuscarora  has  given  notice  of  intention 
to  put  to  sea  to-morrow.  Orders  have 
been  issued  to  notify  the  Nashville. 

Has  laid  his  note  to  Mr.  Hammond,  of  yes- 
terday, before  Earl  RusseU. 

Incloses  telegram  from  Captain  Patey,  an- 
nouncing that  commander  of  the  Tus- 
carora had  notified  him  that  he  had  post- 
poned her  departure  till  the  first  fine  day, 
to  which  Captain  Patey  replied  that  the 
weather  was  favorable  and  requested  him 
■  to  leave  at  once. 

The  Tuscarora  has  left  Southampton 


Incloses  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  covering, 
correspondence  with  Captain  Craven  in 
reference  to  postponement  of  the  Tusca- 
rora's  departure. 

Transmits  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Adams, 
inclosing  Captain  Craven's  correspondence 
with  Captain  Patey  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Tuscarora,  and  comment- 
ing upon  the  terms  of  the  latter's  letter  of 
the  28th. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  correspondence  between  Captains 
Patey  and  Craven,  and  requesting  expla- 
nation of  the  seeming  difference  in  treat- 
ment of  United  States  and  confederate 
ships.  Also,  copif  of  Lord  ]Sussell's  note, 
stating  that  no  discrimination  is  intended 
against  the  United  States,  but  that  it  has 
been  impossible  to  apply  the  same  rule  to 
both  parties,  for  reasons  which  will  be  ex- 
plained after  communication  with  the  ad- 
miralty board.  Strict  rules  are  about  to 
be  promulgated  to  prevent  violations  of 
neutrality.  • 

Incloses  copy  of  London  Gazette,  containing 
rules  previously  referred  to,  and  summary 
of  board  of  admiralty's  proceedings  in  ref- 
erence to  the  Tuscarora  and  Nashville. 
The  Tuscarora  being,  on  January    30,  at 
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LIX 


No. 


13 

179 

112 


6 

7 
8 

195 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.      AUen      to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do 

do 

do 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Earl  Eussell   to 
Lord  Lyojos. 


Date. 


1862. 

Feb.  4 
Feb.      5 

Feb.     7 

Feb.    20 

Feb.  20 
Feb.  22 
Feb.    25 

Feb.    26 

Nov.   28 


Subject. 


anchor  in  Yarmouth  Eoads,  the  Nashville 
wijl  not  be  compelled  to  go  to  sea  until 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  Tuscaxora's 
actual  departure. 

The  Nashville  has  left  Southampton.  The 
Tuscarora  is  detained  for  twenty-four 
hours  by  a  British'man-of-war. 

Has  received  No.  103,  and  approves  Mr. 
Adams's  proceedings  relative  to  the  Nash- 
ville. Expresses  satisfaction  at  the  desire 
of  the  British  government  to  preserve  the 
neutrality  of  its  waters. 

The  Nashville  has  escaped.  Captain  Craven 
has  signified  his  intention  to  abandon  the 
pursuit,  and  to  look  after  the  Sumter,  at 
Gibraltar. 

Incloses  letter  from  Governor  Ord,  informing 
him  that  the  British  government  will  not 
allow  the  formation  of  a  coal  depot  at 
Bermuda  for  either  of  the  belligerents. 

Announces  arrival  for  coal  of  the  NashviUe 
from  Southampton.  Her  armament  is  un- 
changed.    She  has  little,  if  any,  cargo. 

The  Nashville  is  getting  coals  from  a  British 
-  ship  at  Bermuda.  She  will  probably  go 
directly  home. 

The  NashviUe  left  Bermuda  yesterday,  es- 
corted by  a  British  man-of-war,  having 
taken  on  coal  and  crew  of  a  schooner  from 
Newbem,  North  Carolina.  She  will  prob- 
ably go  to  Charleston. 

Captain  Craven  has  reported  his  proceed- 
ings, and  reasons  therefor,  to  the  Navy 
Department. 

Eecounts  Lord  Palmerston's  language  in  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Adams  while  the  Tus- 
carora and  Nashville  were  stUl  in  British 
waters,  to  the  effect  that  no  interference 
with  foreign  vessels  could  be  permitted 
within  British  jurisdiction,  and  that  the 
right  of  search  must  not  be  used  to  har- 
rass  British  commerce. 


THE  FLOEIDA. 


1862. 
Feb.      4 


Feb.    19 


The  gunboat  Oreto,  buUt  at  Liverpool,  is 
taking  in  coal  and  will  probably  leave  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week,  without  her  ar- 
mament, which  will  be  taken  on  board 
elsewhere.  The  builders  pretend  that  she 
is  for  the  Italian  government,  but  the 
Italian  consul  knows  nothing  about  her, 
and  it  is  strongly  suspected  that  she  is 
intended  for  the  rebels.  Has  informed 
Mr.  Adams. 

The  Oreto  is  undoubtedly  for  the  rebels. 
Her  armament,  from  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
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123 


25 


27 


128 


135 


140 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do. 


Mr.     Adams     to 
3VIr.  Seward. 


-do- 


Mr.     Dudley   to 
Mr.  Seward, 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr,  Seward. 


1862. 


Feb.   27 


Mar. 


Mar. 


Mar,     7 


Mar.   27 


Mar.   82 


April    3 


Co.'s  foundry,  is  being  put  on  board  in 
pieces.  She  will  be  equal  to  the  Tuscaro- 
ra  when  completed.  She  made  a  trial  trip 
yesterday. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
with  Mr.  Dudley's  letter,  showing  the 
Oreto  to  have  been  built  and  fitted  out  by 
known  rebel  sympathizers,  and  going  to 
prove  that  she  is  for  the  confederacy. 
Also  transmits  Lord  RuSsell's  reply,  stating 
that  the  matter  had  been  properly  referred, 
and  his  farther  note  inclosing  report  of  the 
customs  commissioners  to  the  effect  that 
the  Oreto  is  destined  for  Palermo;  that 
she  is  not  as  yet  supplied  with  guns,  nor 
is  it  known  that  she  wiU  receive  them  in 
England. 

The  Oreto  has  been  taking  in  provisions 
and  enlisting  large  numbers  of  men.  Her 
commander  is  expected  bythe  West  India 
boat.  She  will  be  taken  outside  as  an 
English  ship  and  transferred  to  the  rebels. 
Her  pilot  thinks  she  will  go  to  some  other 
port  for  her  armament  and  then  start  for 
a  piratical  cruise  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Has  notified  consuls  at  seaports. 

The  Oreto  has  been  compelled  to  register  as 
an  English  vessel,  and  has  regularly  en- 
tered for  Palermo  and  Jamaica.  She  sailed 
yesterday  with  a  year's  supplies  on  board. 
It  is  reported  that  her  armament  has  pre- 
ceded her  on  the  Bermuda.  Incloses  one 
of  her  shipping  notes  signed  by-Duguid, 
master,  and  payable  by  Fawcett,  Preston' 
&  Company. 

Has  written  to  Mr.  Marsh,  at  Turin,  and  to 
Mr.  Sprague,  at  Gibraltar,  in  regard  to  the 
Oreto's  departure  for  Palermo.  Has  heard 
of  the  Kearsarge's  arrival  at  Cadiz. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
(covering  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  in  reference 
to  the  Oreto,)  in  which  he  alleges  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Oreto  to  be  to  make  war  upon 
the  United  States,  and  deprecates  the  pol- 
icy of  the  British  government  in  allowing 
the  insufficiency  of  municipal  law  to  deter 
it  from  the  prevention  of  blockade-run- 
ning and  fitting  out  of  privateers  as  tend- 
ing to  produce  irritation  in  America,  and 
to  prolong  the  war  to  the  detriment  of 
British  commercial  interests.  Mr.  Adams 
has  not  much  confidence  in  the  success  of 
these  representations,  but  thinks  it  im- 
portant to  perpetuate  the  testimony  for 
future  use. 

The  Oreto  has  returned  to  the  river.  It  is 
believed  that  she  will  go  to  Madeira  and 
Nassau  and  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 
Part  of  her  armament  has  been  placed  on 
board. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  stat- 
ing that  orders  have  been  given  to  detain 
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No. 


From  -whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


1862. 


45 
142 

144 

281 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


201 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


April    9 
April  11 

April  16 
June  26 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Earl  Russell 
Mr.  Stuart. 


to 


Mr.     Stuart     to 
Earl  Russell. 


Aug.     1 


Aug.     2 


Aug.   16 


the  Oreto  if  she  can  he  proved  to  he  for 
the  purpose  of  making  war  on  the  United 
States,  asserting  that  the  United  States 
government  has  received  the  greater  part 
of  the  arms  and  supplies  sent  from  Eng- 
land for  the  belligerents,  and  has  enlisted 
British  subjects  in  the  army  in  violation  of 
the  Queen's  proclamation,  and  alleging 
that  the  English  law  is  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent violations  of  neutrality  if  proper  evi- 
dence can  be  procured. 

Incloses  slips  from  Liverpool  Mercury  in 
reference  to  the  privateer  Oreto. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  cover- 
ing report  of  customs  board  going  to  show 
that  the  Oreto  is  an  ordinary  merchant 
vessel. 

Has  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Russell,  in 
which  he  deprecated  the  action  of  her 
Majesty's  officers  in  ignoring  in  their  re- 
port the  notorious  and  avowed  destination 
of  the  Oreto. 

Refers  to  the  employment  of  the  port  of 
Nassau  as  a  depot  for  blockade-runners. 
Announces  the  arrival  there  of  the  rebel 
privateer  Oreto,  her  seizure  by  the  author- 
ities upon  representations  made  by  the 
United  States  consul,  and  her  subsequent 
release  immediately  after  the  arrival  of 
Captain  Semmes,  formerly  of  the  Sumter. 
Mr.  Adams  is  instructed  to  protest  against 
said  release,  and  to  ask  the  consideration 
of  her  Majesty's  government  upon  the  use 
made  of  the  port  of  Nassau  by  the  rebels. 
Our  exertions  to  prevent  similar  proceed- 
ings during  the  Canadian  insurrection  of 
1837  should  entitle  us  to  reciprocity. 

Has  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Russell,  in 
which  the  latter  stated  that  he  had  no 
information  as  to  the  Oreto's  seizure  at 
Nassau,  and  that  he  had  received  remon- 
strances from  British  merchants  against  the, 
blockade,  to  which  he  had  replied  that  her 
Majesty's  government  could  afford  no  pro- 
tection to  parties  engaged  in  breaking  it. 
Mr.  Adams  dwelt  upon  the  excitement 
likely  to  be  caxrsed  in  the  United  States 
by  depredations  of  vessels  like  the  Oreto. 

Relates  to  the  seizure  of  the  Oreto  at  Nassau 
on  suspicion.  Her  Majesty's  government 
hopes  that  this  manifestation  of  their  de- 
sire to  fulfill  international  obligations  will 
cause  the  United  States  government  to 
hesitate  before  issuing  letters  of  marque. 
Mr.  Stuart  is  instructed  to  represent  to 
Mr.  Seward  !the  dangers  of  such  a  course. 

Has  represented  to  Mr.  Seward  the  possible, 
dangers  of  issuing  letters  of  marque,  to 
which  he  replied  that  in  consequence  of 
the  recent  friendly  attitude  of  her  Maj- 
esty's government  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto, 
and  in  expectation  of  its  continuance  in: 
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219 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


340 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


238 


378 


40 
505 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Lord   Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1862. 
Sept.    5 


Sept.  13 


Oct.    10 


Oct.    25 

1863. 
Feb.    16 


Feb.    19 

Feb.    28 
Mar.     9 


other  cases,  letters  of  marque  would  not 
at  present  be  resorted  to. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  in- 
closing copies  of  a  report  and  papers  re- 
ceived from  the  customs  ■  commissioners, 
going  to  show  that  the  Oreto,  now  held 
at  Nassau  for  trial  under  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  had  left  Liverpool  without  arms 
or  warlike  stores  on  board,  and  had  vio- 
lated no  law  while  there.  Has  sent  to 
Mr.  Dudley  for  more  evidence. 

Has  received  from  Mr.  Morse  copy  of  an  in- 
tercepted letter  from  S.  R.  MaUory,  pre- 
tended secretary  of  the  confederate  navy, 
to  James  H.  North,  commander  in  that 
navy,  showing  that  two  war  vessels,  in- 
cludine  the  Oreto,  had  been  built  in  Eng- 
land lor  the  rebels.  Mr.  Adams  is  in- 
structed to  lay  this  evidence  before  the 
British  government,  in  hopes  that  it  may 
give  color  to  future  complaints  against 
similar  transactions. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing,  copy  of  intercepted  letter  from 
MaUory  to  North,  and  claiming  that  his 
late  remonstrances  have  been  made  against 
direct  violations  of  municipal  law,  which, 
if  not  enforced,  becomes  a  dead  letter. 

Has  received  No.  238,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's representation  therein  inclosed. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  from  Secretary 
Welles,  inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Whiting, 
consul  at  Nassau,  showing  undue  partiality" 
on  the  part  of  the  British  authorities  at 
that  port  in  permitting  the  rebel  cruiser 
Florida,  formerly  the  Oreto,  to  take  on 
coal,  a  privilege  denied  to  United  States 


Has  received  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  the  16th, 
and  inclosures  in  reference  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Oreto,  or  Florida,  at  Nassau, 
and  will  make  inquiries  in  regard  thereto. 

Incloses  slip  from  Liverpool  paper  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Florida's  arrival  and  reception 
at  Nassau. 

The  destruction  of  the  ship  Jacoh  Bell  by 
the  Florida  is  regarded  by  our  merchants 
as  the  commencement  of  the  destruction 
of  our  entire  mercantile  marine  by  similar 
vessels.  The  only  preventives  seem  to  be 
the  adoption  of  stronger  measures  by  the 
British  government,  or  the  issue  of  letters 
of  marque  by  our  own.  The  argument  in 
commercial  circles  is,  that  war  is  being 
levied  against  the  United  States  from  Brit- 
ish ports  while  we  arp  at  peace  with 
Great  Britain.  "Mr.  Adams  is  instructed 
to  ask  whether  her  Majesty's  government 
cannot  find  some  more  effectual  means  to 
prevent  the  further  equipment  of  rebel 
vessels  in  England. 
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LXIII 


521 


532 


359 


454 


672 


684 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mi.  Adams. 


Lord    Lyons    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr. 


to 


Capt.  Bullock. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.  P.  W.Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams. 


1863. 
Mar.    23 


Mar.    25 


Mar.    28 


Mar.    28 


April  13 


April  25 
July    16 


Aug.     7 


Aug.  ^22 


Transmits  copy  of  letter  from  Mr.  Trow- 
bridge and  inclosures,  showing  that  the 
Florida,  after  escaping  from  Mobile,  had 
captured  and  sunk  two  American  vessels, 
and  was  then  afforded  shelter  and  sup- 
plies by  the  British  authorities  at  Bar- 
badoes,  notwithstanding  the  protect  of 
the  United  States  consul.  The  Presi- 
dent regards  this  transaction  as  piracy 
abetted  by  the  colonial  authorities.  If 
such  practices  are  suffered  to  continue,  the 
only  remedy  may  be  the  issue  of  letters 
of  marque. 

Transmits  dispatch  from,  governor  of  Baha- 
mas, which  states  that  so  far  from  any 
advantage  having  been  accorded  to  the 
Florida,  at  Nassau,  which  was  not  accord- 
ed to  United  States  vessels,  she  did  not 
receive  privileges  equal  to  those  granted 
to  the  United  States  gunboat  Stars  and 
Stripes.  Thb  Florida  remained  in  the 
harbor  twenty-four  hours,  while  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  remained  three  or  four  days. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  from  Lord  Lyons, 
with  inclosures  received  from  the  gover- 
nor of  the  Bahamas,  going  to  show  that 
no  undue  advantages  had  been  given  to 
the  Florida  in  the  harbor  of  Nassau. 

Transmits  copy  of  Morning  Star,  with  report 
of  debate  in  House  of  Commons.  The  re- 
sult of  this  debate  will  be  to  undo  the 
effect  of  Lord  Russell's  recent  speech. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  from  Secretary 
Welles,  with  inclosures  received  from 
Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  in  reference  to  the 
reception  of  the  Florida  at  Barbadoes,  and 
her  being  supplied  with  coal  within  thirty 
days  after  receiving  a  full  supply  at  Nas- 
sau, in  Yiolation  of  general  instructions 
from  the  British  government. 

Letter  received  at  the  department,  separate 
from  any  dispatch,  giving  an  account  of 
Florida's  depredations. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  depositions  received  from  Mr. 
Dudley  in  reference  to  the  destruction  of 
the  bark  Henrietta  by  the  Florida ;  also, 
transmits  -a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  reply 
disclaiming  any  responsibility  of  British 
government  for  acts  of  confederate  vessels 
of  war. 

Transmits  copy  of  dispatch  from  the  United 
States  vice-consul,  at  Bermuda,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  shipment  to  England  of  silver 
•captured  by  the  Florida,  and  suggests  that 
proceedings  be  taken  in  English  courts  to 
recover  it. 

Incloses  copies  of  communications  relative 
to  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  ship 
Red  Gauntlet  by  the  Florida,  for  such  dis- 
position as  may  best  tend  to  secure  repar- 
ation therefor. 
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481 

340 

497 
712 

723 
359 


741 


527 


530 


534 


From  -wlioni  and 
to  whom. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do  .. 


Mr.    Dayton    to 
Mr.  Seward.  ' 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams, 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


....do 


. .  do 


1863. 
Aug.   27 


Sept.  -1 

Sept.  17 

Sept.  18 

Sept.  26 

Oct.  8 


Oct.    24 


Oct.    30 


Nov.     5 


Nov.    13 


The  Florida  has  heen  reported,  off  Queens- 
town.  The  silver  captured  by  her  haS' 
arrived  in  Liverpool,  and  its  owners,  who 
are  British  subjects,  have  applied  for  Mr. 
Adams's  assistance  in  recovering  it. 

Incloses  copy  of  deposition  of  Captain  Ca- 
varly,  and  others,  in  relation  to  the  des- 
truction of  the  ship  Anglo-Saxon  by  the 
Florida. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
showing,  by  her  commander's  admission, 
that  the  Florida  was  built  by  the  rebels. 

Incloses  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  owner  of 

.  the  ship  Red  Gauntlet,  in  relation  to  his 
claim  against  the  British  government  on 
account  of  the  destruction  of  that  vessel. 

Transmits  copies  of  a  letter  and  memorial,  in 
reference  to  the  destruction  of  the  ship 
Commonwealth  by  the  Florida. 

Transmits  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
Maffit,  of  the  Florida,  to  Captain  Bullock, 
requesting  him  to  provide  situations  for 
men  discharged  from  the  Florida,  and 
gives  account  of  his  conversation  with 
M.  Drouyu  de  Lhuys  protesting  against 
her  shipping  men  in  France.  The  letter 
promised  that  French  neutrality  would  be 
maintained. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  instruction  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  No.  421,  calling  attention  of  the 
French  government  to  inclosed  memoran- 
dum of  its  correspondence  with  the  United 
States  at  the  beginning  of  the  Crimean 
war,  showing  that  the  then  neutral  policy 
of  the  United  States  prohibited  its  citizens 
from  equipping  foreign  pivateers,  receiv- 
ing commissions,  or  enlisting  men  therein, 
and  asking  of  wliat  benefit  was  the  declar- 
_atiou  of  Paris  against  privateers  if  a  bel- 
'ligerent  can  make  them  legitimate  vessels 
of  war,  by  granting  them  commissionis, 
instead  of  letters  of  marque. 

Proposes  to  send  Lord  Russell  the  papers 
on  hand,  relative  to  depredations  of  the 
Florida,  and  to  take  notice  of  his  allusion 
in  a  recent  note  to  privateers  as  "  seeming 
merchant  ships." 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  papers  relative  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  American  ships  by  the  Florida, 
and  the  consequent  claims  of  their  owners 
upon  the  British,  government,  and  claim- 
ing that  the  evidence  presented,  in  her 
case  and  that  of  the  Alabama  before  their ' 
departurs,  did  not  justify  her  Majesty's 
government  in  styling  them  "seeming 
merchant  ships." 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  in  ac-. 
knowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  papers 
concerning  depredations  of  the  Florida. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  ■whom. 


1050 


774 


781 


809 


1196 


1233 


857 


863 


1309 


Mr.    Sewai'd 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams 
Mr.  Seward. 


to 


1864. 
July  .  29 


to 


Subject. 


.An  ... 

dn 

Mr. 

Seward 

to 

Mi 

.  Adams. 

do 

.... 

Mr. 

Adams 

to 

Mi 

.   Sewarc 
do 

_ 

Mr. 

Seward 

to 

Mr.  Adams. 

Sept.     a 


Sept.     9 


Nov.    10 


Dec. 


2; 


1865. 
Jan.     10 


Jan.     19 


Jan:    26 


Mar.    18 


951 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


May    11 


Transmits  copies  of  letter  from  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  and  dispatch  from  Consul  AUeu, 
relative  to  the  Bermuda  Islands  being 
made  a  base  for  the  Florida's  operations, 
and  to  alleged  partiality  shown  rebel 
cruisers  by  British  colonial  authorities. 
Mr.  Adams  is  instructed  to  address  a  re- 
monstrance to  the  British  government. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  remonstrance  address- 
ed to  Lord  Russell,  inclosing  and  based 
nport  papers  received  with  No.  1050,  in 
reference  to  operations  of  the  Florida  near 
Bermuda  and  partiality  shown  her  by  the 
colonial  authorities.  Also,  transmits  copy 
of  Earl  Russell's  acknowledgment. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note,  stat- 
ing that  her  Majesty's  government  have 
received  reports  of,  and  approve  conduct 
of,  the  authorities  at  Bermuda  in  relation 
to  the  Florida,. 

The  rebel  agents  are  trying  to  create  excite- 
ment on  account  of  tlie  capture  of  the 
Florida  at  Bahia.  The  only  accounts  re-' 
ceived  thus  far  are  from  some  of  her  offi- 
cers who  have  arrived  at  Southampton. 

Incloses  intercepted  correspondence  found 
on  board  the  Florida,  which  should  be 
made  a  basis  of  prosecution  against  .Jones, 
Hyatt,  and  others,  for  violation  of  British 
laws. 


Instructs  Mr.  Adams  to  remonstrate  with 
British  government  against  allowing  the 
Florida's  crew  to  join  the  Rappahannock, 
as  ordered  by  insurgents  in  England. 
(See  extract  from  Mr.  Morse's  dispatch  ^o. 
263,  and  inclosures,  page  655.) 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  intercepted  correspondence  in 
regard  to  the  Florida,  received  with  No. 
1196,  showing  systematic  violation  of  neu- 
trality by  Jones  &  Co.,  and  other  British 
subjects. 

In  reference  to  subject  of  instruction  No. 
1233,  had  received  from  Mr.  Morse  infor- 
mation of  the  Florida's  crew  being  ordered 
to  the  Rappahannock,  and"  had  laid  it  be- 
fore the  British  government. 

Incloses  coi)y  of  dispatch  from  United  States 
consul  at  Nassau,  informing  him  that 
blockade-running  from  that  port  had 
ceased,  and  that  several  yessels  formerly 
engaged  therein  had  gone  to  Havana,  as 
was  reported,  to  be  fitted  out  as  privateers, 
under  the  United  States  flag,  to  cruise 
against  British  commerce,  with  a  view  of 
effecting  a  rupture  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

Transmits  copyof  Lord  Russell's  note,inclos- 
ing  correspondence  between  the  United 
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1^0. 


From  wliom  and 
to  whom. 


Daite. 


1865. 


Subject. 


States  consul  and  colonial  aijtlioriti^  at 
Nassau  in  reference  to  the  apprehension 
of  Captain  MaflBt,  (now  in  eommand  of  a 
blockade-runner,)  for  enlisting  men  in  the 
Florida  at  Nassau  in  1862^  which  was 
declined  by  the  OTthorities  for  lack 
of  sufficient  evidence.  Lord  Russell 
gives  the  governor's  comments  upon  the 
tone  of  the  consul's  communications,  and 
assures  Mr.  Adams  that  there  js.no  found- 
ation for  the  rumor  that  blockade-Tunners 
had  gone  to  Havana  to  be  fitted  out  for 
privateers. 


THE  GEOEGLA. 


58 


SCT 


3158 


60 


379 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


•Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.Seward. 


.do.. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
April    3 


April    8 


April    9 


April  11 


April  17 


The  steamer  Japan,  formerly  the  Virgini^, 
is  about  to  clear  from  Glasgow  for  theEa** 
Indies.  She  has  a  very  large  crew,  ship- 
ped for  three  years,  and  is  believed  to  be 
fpr  the  rebels.    Is  making  investigations. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Eussefl,  informing  him 
of  the  departure  of  the  Japan,  or  Virginia, 
believed  to  be  intended  for  a  rebel  cruiser, 
and  of  the  Alar,  with  her  armament,  &e., 
for  the  island  of  Aldemey,  and  requesting 
timely  inquiry  on  the  p^  of  the  govern- 
ment to  put  a  stop  to  their  proceedings. 
Also,  incloses  Mr.  Hammond's  private  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  note,  stating  that 
it  had  been  referred  to  the  home  office, 
and  would  be  sent  to  the  treasury. 

Incloses  Lord  Eussell's  official  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  note  of  yesterday,  stating  that 
he  has  asked  for  immediate  investigaticju 
and  preventive  proceedings,  should  Mr. 
Adams's  suspicions  of  the  Japan  prove 
well-founded.  The  Alar  did  not  go  as  soon 
as  was  supposed.  The  delay  wiU  perhaps 
be  favorable. 

Incloses  extract  from  Liverpool  paper  in  ref- 
erence to  escape  of  the  Japan,  and  denies 
the  statements  therein  made,  that  the  men 
visited  him,  that  he  telegraphed  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, or  that  the  government  attempted  to 
arrest  the  vessel.  The  Japan  was  fitt^ 
out  by  Thomas  Bold,  of  Liverpool. 

Transmits  copies  of  his  note  to  Earl  Rnssell 
denying  truth  of  inclosed  statement  from 
London  Times  in  reference  to  Japan's  des- 
tination; of  Earl  Russell's  answer,  stating 
that  the  matter  Jjad  been  referred  to  the 
home  and  treasury  departments;  and  of 
Mr.  Adams's  second  note,  covering  deposi- 
tions showing  the  transfer  of  her  arma- 
ment from  the  Alar  to  the  Japan,  or  Vir^ 
ginia,  off  the  French  coast,  the  enlistment 
of  British  subjects^on  board  the  latter,  ai>d 


6«5 


6(16 


66T 


668 
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64 


391 


675 


454 


668 
126 


Mr.    Diialfey    to 
Mr.  Sfewivk. 


Mr.    AikM     to 
Mr.  SeW^dl 


Mr.    Seward.    t6 
Mr.  Adams. 


Ki-.    Hisiihs     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Tki.  SfeW^rtl'  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Sff.  Bildfey  tt) 
Mr.S(S#irfd. 


528 


555 


790 


Mr.    Mnatif    to 
Mt.  SfeW&rd. 


do. 


Mi-.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


1863. 
April  18 

AjSHl  24' 

Mky     4- 
Jul^    16 


July   29 
A-A^.     7 


Oct.    30 


Dec.    11 


Dec.    21 


her  flnaldeparture  on  her  cruise  as  a  rebel 
vessel. 

Incloses  copy  of  one  of  the  Virginia's  ship- 
ping notes  signed  by  Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liv- 
erpool, against  whom  a  clear  case  can  be 
uiade  out  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Transtaitting  Lord  Russell's  note  asserting 
that  the  Virginia  had  been  constantly  vis- 
ited by  British  officers  during  her  con- 
struction, and  that  they  had  seen  nothing 
to  arousfe  their  suspicions  of  her  warlike 
character. 

HaS  received  No.  379.  Mr.  Adams's  repre- 
sefiUationS  concerning  the  steamer  Virginia 
ateaipprovfed,  and  it  is  hoped  the  British' 
g6Vfethitritot  will  take  measures  to  prevent 
kiibil^t  tfansactious  in  future. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell 
representing  that  the  steamer  Virginia 
Was  the  p'ropeiiiy  of  a  British  subject  for 
some  l&te  after  her  first  ravages  were 
chtiittitt^  on  our  commerce ;  also,  Lord 
EtiSSe'll'fe'i'epiy,  stating  that  he  has  iiistitu- 
ted  ah  investigation. 

HaSi^ei^eived  No.  454,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's proceedings. 

Has  discovered  that  the  pii-ate  Georgia  is 
the  same  as  the  steamer  Japan  or  Virginia. 
The  families  of  her  crew  receive  half-pay 
in  Liverpool.  While  stfU  registered  as  a 
British  vessel,  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Bold,  she  has  destroyed  several  United 
States  vessels.  Incloses  shipping  note  of 
the  Japan  signed  Jones  &  Co. ;  also  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Squarey,  attorney,  that  under 
the  rulittg  in  the  Alexandra  case  no  viola- 
tion of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  had 
taken  place  in  the  equipment  of  the  Geor- 
gia, and  that  unless  it  could  be  proved 
that  her  commander  acted  as  an  agent  of 
her  registered  owner  in  destroying  Amer- 
ican vessels,  the  latter  could  not  be  held 
resp'oiisiMe,  but  advising  that  the  matter 
be  represented  to  the  government,  and  ex- 
planations asked. 

Has  received  telegram  from  Mr.  Harvey,  at 
Lisbon,  in  regard  to  depredations  of  the 
Georgia,  and  precautions  which  he  has 
taken. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
coveriiig  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley  and  dep- 
ositions showing  the  circumst  anceS  of  the 
shipment  of  the  Georgia's  crew,  and  the 
existence  of  a  regular  office  in  Liverpool 
for  enlisting  British  subjects  to  carry  on 
war  against  the  United  States.  Also,  in- 
closes Lord  Russell's  reply,  promising  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter. 

Instructs  him  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
prosecuting  parties  implicated  in  the  trans- 
actions disclosed  by  depositions  relative  to 
pirate  Georgia  forwarded  by  Mr.  Dudley. 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


204 


576 

215 

219 
274 

679 

687 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 
.do. 


Date. 


1864. 
Jan.      5 


Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


282 

694 

697 
958 

966 
707 


-do. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.     Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


.do. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


.do. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


June     2 


Subject. 


Jan. 
Jan. 

15 
19 

Jan. 

27 

May 

4 

May 

5 

May 

13 

May 

18 

May 

19 

May 

20 

May 

21 

May 

28 

Has  received  notice  of  intention  of  the  Crown 
to  prosecute  Jones  &  Co.  for  fitting  out 
and  enlisting  crew  for  the  Georgia.  Has 
depositions  and  witnesses  ready,  and  has 
instructed  Mr.  Squarey  and  his  detective 
force  to  aid  the  prosecution.  Jones  &  Co. 
have  recently  sent  reinforcements  to  the 
crews  of  the  Georgia  and  Florida. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering .  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  and  deposi- 
tion of  Thomas  Matthews,  containing  fur- 
ther evidence  against  Jones  &  Co.  in  case 
of  the  Georgia.  Alao,  Lord  Russell's  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  same. 

Robert  Highat,  (instead  of  John  Jones,  as 
previously  reported,)  has  been  held  to  bail 
in  the  prosecution  against  Jones  &  Co.  in 
the  Georgia  case.  Jones  has  not  yet  been 
arrested. 

Jones  (one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  fitting 
out  the  Georgia)  and  his  clerk  have  given 
themselves  up,  and  are  to  be  heard  to-day. 

Announces  arrival  of  pirate  Georgia  at  Liv- 
erpool, and  recalls  the  circumstances  of 
her  fitting  out,  &c.  Report  says  she  is  to 
be  sold. 

The  Georgia  has  arrived  at  Liverpool.  Has 
made  no  representations  as  yet  to  the  Brit- 
ish government. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Rnssell, 
asking  whether  the  Georgia  returns  in  her 
character  as  a  British  vessel  or  as  a  con- 
federate cruiser,  and  if  the  latter,  why  she 
is  allowed  to  overstay  the  specified  time. 
Also,  Lord  Russell's  reply  promising  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  by  her  Majesty's 
government.  A  discussion  on  the  subject 
is  expected  in  the  House  of  Commons.  In 
view  of  afi'airs  on  the  continent,  the  mer- 
cantile interests  are  growing  uneasy. 

The  Georgia  lias  discharged  stores,  and  near- 
ly all  crew,  under  superintendence  of 
Jones  &  Co.'s  clerk. 

Refers  to  neglect  of  the  ministry  to  seize  the 
opportunity  presented  by  debate  in  the 
Commons  of  the  13th,  for  the  inauguration 
of  a  positive  policy  in  relation  to  Ameri- 
can affairs. 

The'Georgia  is  advertised  for  sale  at  Liver- 
pool. Her  crew,  composed  of  British  sub- 
jects, are  all  at  large. 

Has  received  No.  679,  announcing  return  of 
the  Georgia.  Her' Majesty's  government 
must  not  be  left  to  believe  thait  we  regard 
her  as  a  lawful  belligerent  vessel. 

Has  received  No.  687,  and  approves  Mr. 
Adams'sproceedingsin  case  of  the  Georgia. 
Lord  Russell  should  know  that  the  United 
States  have  not  changed  their  position  on 
this  subject. 

Incloses  copy  of  liis  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  deposition  of  Patrick  Shanly,  in 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


978 


979 


292 
712 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do 


715 

1007 
320 

324 

758 

325 


761 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1864. 

June     3 

June     3 

June     3 
Jime  10 


.do. 


Mr.  Seward  ,  to 
Mr.  Adams.'^ 

Mr.  Wilding  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

do 


Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward.  • 


Mr.  Wilding   to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr. 
F.  W.  Seward. 


June  10 

June  27 

July  23 

Aug.  3 

Aug.  4 

Aug.  6 

Aug.  12 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward. 


Aug.    18 


reference  to  enlistment  on  the  pirate 
Georgia,  and  hinting  at  impossibility  of 
preventing  similar  acts  on  the  part  of 
American  citizens  in  future  contingencies. 

Has  received  No.  694.  Regrets  the  neglect 
of  the  British  ministry  to  set  Itself  right 
in  relation  to  enforcement  of  neutrality, 
and  predicts  that  the  people  will  find  their 
position  unsatisfactory. 

Suggests  that  Earl  Russell  be  asked  why  the 
Georgia's  crew  are  left  at  liberty,  while 
men  who  concealed  themselves  in  the 
Kearsarge  to  enlist  in  United  States  ser- 
vice, have  been  prosecuted  and  convicted. 

Announces  the  sale  of  the  Georgia  to  a  rebel 
sympathizer. 

Has  received  No.  958,  and  had  already  made 
the  representations  suggested  therein.  In- 
closes copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
protesting  against  the  validity  of  the  sale 
of  the  Georgia,  and  asserting  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  capture  her  on  the 
high  seas.  Also,  incloses  Lord  Russell's 
acknowledgment. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  ac- 
knowledging receipt  of  deposition  of  Pat- 
rick Shanly  relative  to  enlistments  for  the 
Georgia,  and  promising  consideration 
thereof. 

Has  received  712,  and  approves  protest 
against  sale  of  the  Georgia. 

Detailing  circumstances  tending  to  excite  a 
suspicion  that  the  Georgia  is  being  refitted 
for  a  privateer. 

The  Georgia  has  been  entered  for  Lisbon  and 
Africa.  She  is  suspected  of  intending  to 
go  out  on  her  old  business,  and  will  be 
closely  watched. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
complaining  of  refitting  of  the  Georgia 
by  British  subjects  to  cruise  against  the 
United  States,  as  shown  in  inclosed  letter 
from  Mr.  Wilding.  Also,  transmits  copy 
of  Earl  Russell's  reply. 

Incloses  three  affidavits,  which  have  also 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Adams,  going  to  show 
that  the  Georgia  is- being  refitted  for  a 
rebel  cruiser.  Has  informed  Mr.  Adams  of 
her  Portuguese  charter. 

The  Georgia  has  sailed,  chartered  by  Portu- 
guese government  as  a  mail  steamer.  The 
Portuguese  legation  has  been  notified  that 
she  is  liable  to  capture  by  United  States 
vessels,  and  they  are  upon  her  track.  In 
response  to  repeated  applications  to  pre- 
vent her  sailing.  Lord  Russell  replied  that 
instructions  have  been  given  not  to  allow 
rebel  steamers  to  disarm  and  bo  sold  in 
British  ports. 

Explaining  causes  of  Lord  Russell's  decision 
announced  in  inclosed  note  against  disarm- 
in  gaud  sale  of  belligerent  vessels  in  Brit- 
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From  vhom  and 
to  whom. 


Mr,    SWard    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Sewardi 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Ada/ioas. 


Mr,    Dfldley    to 
Mr".  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  F.W.Seward 
lio  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.   Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Date. 


1864. 
Aug.   20 

Aug.  25 
Aug.-  26 
Aug.   26 

Sept.     8' 


Sept.  13 

Sept.  30 
Sept.  24 
Nov.  -25 


Subject. 


isb  ports.  Also,  inclosing  Ms  note  to  Earl 
RiisSel,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  that 
announcement,  and  the  order  referred  to. 

Hals  received  No.  758,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ariis^s  reprffibntatiouB  in  regard  to  the" 
Georgia.  The  new  mode  of  equipping 
privateers  is  Olnstrated  in  the  case  of  the 
Tallahassee. 

The  Niagara  has  arrived  at  Dover,  having 
cajptured  the  Georgia  and  sent  her  to  thei 
United  States  as  a  prize.  The  event  has 
created  some  sensation  in  London. 

Has  received  Mr.  Wilson's  private  dispatch 
of  the  I2th.  The  proceedings  therein  re- 
ferred to  concerning  tlie  Georgia  aTe  ap- 
proved. 

Refers  to  comments  of  ne^spapSW  U^dn  thei 
capture  of  the  Georgia,  laying  stress  upon 
her  British  ownership,  and  incloses  depo- 
sition showing  that  Jones,  recently  con- 
victed of  having  shipped  her  first  crew, 
was  engaged  in  fitting  her  up  the  second 
time. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  stat- 
ing that  her  Majesty's  governmefit  ekpectS 
the  Georgia,  captured  dhder  the  British 
flag,  aft'd  claimed  by  British  owners,  to  be 
broilght  before  a  prize  court  for  adjudica- 
tion. Also,  copy  of  his  reply,  assuring 
Lord  Russell  of  the  disposition  of  the 
United  Stated  to  facilitate  proceedings  for 
her  triah 

Thp  government  has  given  notice  to  Mr. 
Bates;  the  pretended  owner  of  the  Georgia, 
that  they  will  not  interfere,  and  that  he 
must  submit  his  case  to  the  prize  court. 

Has  received  No.  ,761.  Has  also  heard,  with 
niuch  satisfaction,  of  the  capture  of  the 
Georgia. 

flas  received  No.  780.  The  proceedings 
against  the  Georgia  will  be  regular  and 
without  delay. 

The  three  parties  tried  for  fitting  out  and 
enlisting  men  for  the  Georgia  nave  been 
convicted,  and  fined  fifty  pounds  a  piece. 


THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 


Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


1863. 
Dec.     2 


Dec.      3 


Incloses  article  from  the  London  Times  in 
reference  to  the  sale  and  fitting  put  of 
the  government  ship  Victor,  now  thie  con- 
federate war  steamer  Rappahannock,  and 
the  efforts  made  to  stop  her  after  her  de- 
parture. 

Recounts  circumstances  of  the  sale  of  the 
Victor  by  the  British  government,  her  fit- 
ting out  at  the  royal  dock-yards  at  Sheer- 
ness,   and   sudden  departure  for  Calais, 
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%. 


554 


5^ 


,56a 


80O 


813 


578' 


From  whom  and 
to  ■whom. 


Date. 


1863. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 


-do... 


do. 


Dec.    11 


Dec.    17 


Dec.    24 


Mr. 

Seward 

to 

Mr.  Adams. 

do 

......do 

Mr. 

Adams 

to 

Mr 

.  Seward 

1864. 
Jan.      4 


Jan.    12 
Jan.    14 

Jan.    15 


Subject. 


where  she  hoisted  the  confederate  fls^g 
and  appeared  as  the  Rappahannock.  Has 
confidential  information  showing  coJlu- 
eion  of  naval  officers  at  Sheerness.  Trans- 
mits copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  letter  from  Consul  Morse,  stating 
the  facts  in  the  case  and  alludiug  to  the 
steamer  Harriet  Pinckney  and  the  bark 
Agrippina,  at  Plymouth,  as  probably  hav- 
ing the  armament  and  crew  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock on  board ;  also,  transmits  Lord 
Russell's  reply,  stating  that  the  matter 
has  been  referred  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment and  investigations  asked. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  letter  from  Mr.  Morse  and  depo- 
sitions from  seamen  shipped  on  board, 
showing  that  the  Rappahannock  is  a  rebel 
privateer  escaped  from  Sheemess,  in  an 
unfinished  state,  and  is. being  completed 
at  Calais ;  al^o,  showing  complicity  of  Mr. 
Rumble,  of  the  royal  dock-yard,  in  enlist- 
ing her  crew.  Lord  Russell  acknowledges 
receipt  of  these  papersand  promises  that 
tliey  shall  be  considered. 

Transmits  copies  of  his  notes  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  a  further  deposition  in  reference 
to  the  Rappahannock,  and  Mr.  Rumble's 
agency  in  enlisting  her  crew;  also,  inclos- 
ing letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  showing  that  she 
is  still  a  British  registered  ship,  though 
carrying  the  confederate  flag,  and  cover- 
ing copy  of  her  register.  Also,  transmits 
copy  of  Earl  Russell's  reply,  promising 
enforcement  of  the  laws  in  the  case,  and 
showing  lack  of  confirmation  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's suspicions  in  regard  to  the  Harriet 
Pinckney  and  the  Agrippina. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  Mr.  Morse's  letter  and  deposi- 
tions, showing  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's 
officers  of  the  destination  and  character  of 
the  Rappahannock,  and  their  complicity^ 
in  fitting  her  out  both  before  and  since  her 
departure  from  Sheerness.  Also,  transmits 
Lord  Russell's  reply,  promising  considera- 
tion of  said  papers. 

Has  received  No.  558,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's proceedings  in  relation  to  the  Rap- 
pahannock. « 

Has  received  No.  547,  and  approves  proceed- 
ings therein  related,  in  regard  to  the  Rap- 
pahannock. 

Has  received  No.  563.  The  President  does 
not  doubt  that  her  Majejsty's  government 
will  apply  the  proper  remedies  in  the  case 
of  the  Rappahannock. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Morse  and  deposi- 
tions of  British  subjects  enlisted  on  board 
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No. 


645 


672 


680 


707 


715 


998 


1233 


863 


879 


1301 


1011 


From  -whom  and 
to  •whom. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do. 


Date. 


.do. 


.do. 


.  do  . 


Ml-.    Seward     to 
Mr.  Adams. 


do. 


Mr.    Adams     to 
Mr.  Seward. 


do. 


Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr.  Adams. 


Mr.     Adams    to 
Mr.  Hunter. 


1864. 
April    8 

April  as 


Subject. 


May      .') 


June     2 


June 

10 

June 

•iO 

1865. 
Jan.     10 

Jan. 

26 

Fel.. 

16 

Mar. 

13 

July 

13 

tlie  Rappahannock ;  also,  transmits  Lord 
Russell's  acknowledgment  thereof. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley  and  depo- 
.sitions,  showing  agency  of  Jones  and  Com- 
])any  in  enlisting  men  in  Liverpool  for  the 
Rappahannock  since  her  arrival  at  Calais ; 
also,  transmits  Lord  Russell's  acknowledg- 
ment. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  Mr.  Morse's  letter  and  twenty-one 
depositions  of  men  engaged  in  London  by 
British  subjects  to  go  to  Calais  to  serve  on 
theRaT)pahaunock.  Also,  transmits  copy 
of  Lord  Russell's  acknowledgment,  and  of 
the  London  Times  containing  report  of 
preliminary  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Rumble.  The  jndge's  charge  seems  to  favor 
a  just  construction  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  but,  though  Rumble  is  unques- 
tionably guilty,  his  conviction  is  doubtful. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  affidavits  of  men  enlisted  by  Mr. 
Rumble  for  service  on  board  the  Rappa- 
hannock. 

Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
inclosing  affidavits  showing  enlistment  of 
men  in  Liverpool  for  the  Raijpahannock ; 
also,  transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  ac- 
knowledgment. 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Russell'.^  note,  ac- 
knowledging receipt  of  his  letter  of  4th 
May,  with  depositions  of  men  enlisted  by 
Mr.  Rumble  for  Rappahannock. 

Has  received  No.  707,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's representations  concerning  enlist- 
ments for  the  Rappahannock. 

Has  heard  from  Mr.  Morse  of  an  order  issued 
in  England,  directing  crew  of  the  pirate 
Florida  to  report  for  duty  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock, and  instructs  Mr,  Adams  to  re- 
monstrate with  Her  Majesty's  government 
against  such  proceedings.. 

Has  received  No.  1233.  Had  received  the 
information  therein  alluded  .to  from  Mr. 
Morse,  and  made  it  the  subject  of  a  note 
to  Lord  Russell,  to  which  he  has  not  as  yet 
replied. 

Transmits  copies  oi  correspondence  with 
Lord  Rnssell  on  the  subject  of  the  outfit 
of  the  Hawlv  and  the  City  of  Richmond, 
in  England,  for  the  use  of  the  rebels. 

Incloses  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  — ■ ,  in 

London,  in  regard  to  the  Rappahannock, 
and  connection  of  Rumble,  Partridge,  and 
and  others,  with  her  outfit. 

Announces  arrival,  at  Southampton,  of  the 
Rappahannock  dLsguised  as  the  British 
steamer  Beatrice.  Has  instructed  captain 
of  the  Sacramento  in  case  she  should  leave 
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No. 


From  whom  and 
to  ■whom. 


Date. 


Subject. 


bo 
Ph 


1485 


1714 


Mr.     Seward    to 
Mr,  Adams. 


do. 


1865. 


July   25 


1866. 
Mar.    20 


port  to  seize  the  vessel,  and  directed  con- 
sul at  Liverpool  to  take  advice  as  to  pro- 
priety of  commencing  proceedings  against 
her. 
Has  received  information  of  the  arrival,  at 
Southampton,  of  the  Rappahannock,  alias 
the  Beatrice,  hound  for  Liverpool. 

Incloses  letter  from  Mr.  Haffner,  relative  to 
complicity  of  Engineer  Partridge,  of  Wool- 
wich Steam  Factory,  and  Mr.  Rumhle,  in 
outfit  and  expedition  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, and  stating  that  the  evidence  in 
regard  to  Partridge's  taking  her  out  of 
Sheerness  Harbor  had  been  expunged  by 
the  government  in  the  trial  of  Rumble. 


793 


793 
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ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


EEBEL  OPEEATIONS  FROM  CAISTADA. 

Mr.  Seicard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  15, 1863. 
My  Lokd  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of 
yesterday,  addressed  to  me  by  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, California,  relative  to  conspiracies  of  insurgents  in  the  neighbor- 
ing British  colony  of  Vancouver's  Island  for  fitting  out  privateers  to  sink 
and  burn  United  States  merchant  vessels.  It  has  oc(!urred  to  me  that 
you  might  deem  this  a  sufficient  occasion  to  communicate  with  the  col- 
onial authorities  there  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Eight  Hon.  Loed  Lyons,  &c.,  c&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Rankin  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Telegram.] 

San  Francisco,  April  14, 1863. 
Collector  at  Puget  Sound  reports  places  for  fitting  out  privateers  at 
Victoria.  Secessionists  very  active,  and  our  officers  much  alarmed. 
Colonial  authorities  inform  consul  that  they  cannot  interfere  with  the 
fitting  out  of  privateers,.  Can  anything  be  done  to  secure  instructions 
from  home  government ?  I  am  trying  to  get  commanding  naval  officer 
to  send  a  steamer  to  the  sound. 

lEA  P.  EANKIN,  Collector. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  16, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  yesterday's  date, 
and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  a  report  that  attempts  were  being  made  to 
fit  out  privateers  at  Vancouver's  Island  for  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States. 

I  will  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  your  communication  to  her 
Majesty's  government,  and  to  the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

I  have  already  sent,  by  telegraph,  directions  to  her  Majesty's  consul 
at  San  Francisco,  to  write,  in  my  name,  to  the  governor  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

'  LYOIsrS. 

Hon,  WiLLiAJu:  H.  Seward,  &c.,  d;c.,  &c. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  May  15,  1863. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  31st  March  last  and  15th 
ultimo,  and  to  my  answers  of  the  2d  and  16th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  which  I  received  yesterday  from 
her  Majesty's  consul  at  San  Francisco,  in  answer  to  the  telegram  by 
which  I  directed  him  to  communicate  with  the  governor  of  Vancouver's 
Island,  respecting  the  reports  that  vessels  were  being  fitted  out  in  that 
colony  to  cruise  against  American  commerce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LTOIS^S. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  c6c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Extract  from  a  dispatch  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  San  Francisco  to  Lord 
Lyons,  dated  April  17, 1863. 

"  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  at  6  o'clock  last  evening,  your  lordship's 
telegram,  and  at  once  replied  to  it  by  telegram. 

"I  have  to-day  written  to  Governor  Douglass,  in  accordance  with  your 
instructions,  and  the  reply  will  be  received  here  about  the  end  of  April, 
should  the  steamer  wait  long  enough  at  Esquimalt  to  enable  his  excel- 
lency to  acknowledge  receipt  by  return  mail.  I  feel  confident  there  is 
no  foundation  for  the  reports  made  to  the  United  States  government 
that  attempts  are  being  made  to  fit  out  a  confederate  privateer  in  Van- 
couver's Island.  I  see  so  many  people  from  there,  and  am  in  such  con- 
stant correspondence  with  the  oflcial  and  private  residents  of  that 
island,  that  I  should  have  been  almost  sure  to  hear  if  anything  of  that 
kind  had  been  going  on.  I  believe  the  idea  to  have  origihated  in  sundry 
articles  in  one  of  the  Victoria  papers,  about  two  months  ago,  wherein  it 
was  stated  that  a  confederate  commodore  was  in  Victoria,  and  that  pro- 
posals had  been  made  to  purchase  the  screw  steamship  Thames  for  a 
privateer. 

"The  supposed  commodore  was  Captain  Manley,  who  was  sent  to 
Victoria  by  a  firm  in  this  city  engaged  in  the  Mexican  trade,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  Thames  was  a  suitable  vessel  to  run  between  this  port  and 
Mexico,  and  if  so,  to  endeavor  to  purchase  her." 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depahtment  op  State, 

Washington,  May  18, 1863, 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  15th  instant,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  extract  from  a  dispatch 
from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  San  Francisco  which  accompanied  it,  in. 
answer  to  the  telegram  by  which  you  directed  him  to  communicate  with 
the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island  respecting  the  reports  that  vessels 
were  being  fitted  out  in  that  colony  to  cruise  against  American  com- 
merce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obe- 
dient servant,  

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <fcc.,  (fee,  &c. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Mmj  21, 1863. 

Sib:  Witli  reference  to  your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  and  to  our  pre- 
vious correspondence,  respecting  the  rumors  that  endeavors  were  being 
made  to  fit  out  privateers  at  Vancouver's  Island,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  I  have  just  received  from 
the  governor  of  that  island. 

Iihave  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  . 

LYOKS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud,  (fee,  <6c.,  &c. 


Copy  of  telegram  from  Governor  I>otiglass,  dated  Victoria,  lith  instant. 

Bkitish  Coltbibia,  May,  1863. 
Tour  communication  of  2d  of  April,  with  inclosures,  has  just  arrived, 
and  I  beg  your  lordship  to  assure  the  President  of  the  United  States 
that  every  vigilance  will  be  used  by  this  government  to  discover  and 
frustrate  all  attempts  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  to  fit  out  pri- 
vateers in  the  ports  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

JAMES  DOUGLASS, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  22, 1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  yesterday,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  the  telegram  received 
by  you  from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island,  which 
accompapied  it,  regarding  the  rumors  that  endeavors  were  being  made 
to  fit  out  privateers  in  that  colony. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAUD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  (fee,  (fee,  (&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

« 

DEPAR.TMENT  OF  StATE,. 

Washington,  January  12, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
this  day  received  from  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal, 
relative  to  a  supposed  gathering  of  insurgents  at  Windsor,  Canada. 
This  information  is  imparted  ia  order  that  you  may  take  into  considera- 
tion the  expediency  of  making  the  same  known  to  her  Majesty's  author- 
ities in  Canada. 

I- have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  t&e.,  &c.,  &c. 


4:  ENFORCEMENT   OF   NEUTEALITY. 

Mr.  Giddings  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Telegram.] 

MoNTKEAi,  January  12, 1864. 

Lieutenant  Braine,  Colonel  Talbot,  and  other  confederates  are  here 
on  their  way  to  Windsor.  There  seems  to  be  a  concentration  there  for 
some  purpose. 

J.  E.  GIDDmGS, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  13, 1864. 

Sir  :'.I  had  yesterday  afternoon  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the 
same  day  communicating  to  me  intelligence  which  you  had  received 
from  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal,  respecting  a  gather- 
ing of  enemies  of  the  United  States  at  Windsor,  in  Canada.  1  imme- 
diately transmitted  the  intelligence  to  the  governor  general  at  that 
province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

,  LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  (fee,  cfec,  e&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  602.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  19,  1864. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  EusseU 
of  the  12th  instant,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  8th,  heretofore  sent  forward 
with  my  dispatch  ISTo.  596.    I  also  append  a  copy  of  his  note  of  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  13th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  596,  of  the  12th  Feb- 
ruary, 1864,  see  subdivision  "Mr.  MaUory's  Eeport," jpost] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  12, 1864. 
My  Loud  :  I  have  the  honor  to.  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  note 
of  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  19th  of  last  month,  in  relation 
to  the  abuses  made  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territories  by  the 
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insurgents  of  the  United  States.    I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same 
for  the  consideration  of  my  government. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  taken  steps  to  prevent  the  violations  of  the  neutrality  of  her  terri- 
tories. Such  acts,  initiated  from  the  frontiers  of  her  possessions  in 
Canada,  are  peculiarly  dangerous,  by  reason  of  the  treaty  obligations  of 
the  two  countries  to  abstain  from  armaments  on  the  waters  that  separate 
them  in  America.  It  gives  me  great  regret  to  be  compelled  to  believe 
that  the  projects  of  carrying  on  hostile  operations  from  one  or  more 
points  along  those  lines  have  not  yet  been  abandoned,  and  that  consid- 
erable numbers  of  men  are  actually  concentrating  in  Canada  with  a  view 
to  make  an  attack  upon  some  unprotected  spot.  Considering  the  dan- 
ger of  the  complications  to  which  even  a  casual  and  temporary  success 
might  lead,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  recurring  once  more  to  the 
subject.  I  have  never  admitted  the  idea  for  a  moment  that,  in  acknow- 
ledging the  belligerent  character  of  the  insurgents,  it  was  the  intention 
of  her  Majesty's  government  to  yield  to  them  extraordinary  facilities  for 
the  abuse  of  the  neutrality  adopted  by  Great  Britain.  But  it  is  impos- 
sible, in  the  face  of  the  facts,  to  deny  that  such  has  been  and  is  the  case. 
The  very  position  of  a  belligerent  implies  responsibility  for  its  aqtion. 
Yet  it  is  quite  apparent  that  thus  far  no  means  have  been  arrived  at  by 
which  effectively  to  impose  any  restraint  upon  its  most  lawless  proceed- 
ings. In  selecting  the  northern  borders  of  the  United  States,  these  peo- 
ple well  understand  the  object  they  have  in  view,  which  is  not  so  much 
to  annoy  or  harass  the  population  living  there  as  to  create  a  state  of  ex- 
citement, which  might,  in  its  consequences,  involve  a  misunderstanding 
between  the  two  nations'.  Even  with  the  utmost  vigilance  of  the  authori- 
ties on  both  sides,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  that  every  attempt  of  the 
kind,  if  often  renewed,  could  be  prevented.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
beg  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  renew  my  urgency  for  the  adoption  of 
some  measures  which  may  more  effectually  remove  this  danger  at  its 
very  source. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  con- 
sideration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant, 

CHAELgS  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  13, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday's date  respecting  certain  alleged  abuses  of  neutrality  committed 
within  her  Majesty's  IsTorth  American  possessions ;  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state  for  the  colonial  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  oonsideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d;c.,  &c,,  &c. 


b  ENFOECEMENT   OF   NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

• 

Fo.  603.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  25,  1864. 
gljj  :#*##**** 
I  addressed  a  brief  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  on  transmitting  to  him  a 
copy  of  The  Index  of  the  18th  instant,  containing  the  same  article  sent 
to  you  last  week.    A  copy  is  herewith  transmitted,  and  also  his  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

;       Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  22, 1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  beg  permission  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  journal  called  The  Index,  published  in  the  interest  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  emissaries  of  the  insurgents  in  London.  On  page  107 
of  this  number  there  appears  what  purports  to  be  a  letter  from  a  person 
who  was  engaged  in  the  enterprise  started  in  Canada  to  invade  a  por- 
tion of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  It  would  seem,  from  the 
admissions  made  by  this  individual,  that  the  effort  to  m'ake  Canada  the 
basis  of  an  attack  had  been  fully  sanctioned  by  the  so-called 
authorities  at  Eichmond,  under  the  pretense  of  exercising  the  right  of 
passage  through  the  territory.  It  is  almost  needless  to  point  out  to 
your  lordship  the  fraudulent  character  of  these  operations,  a  feature  so 
generally  perceptible  in  the  proceedings  of  these  same  parties  in  foreign 
countries. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHAELBS  PEAI^CIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


[Transmitted  by  Mr.  Moran,  February  20, 1864.] 

[From  the  London  Index,  February  18,  1864.] 

THE   CANADIAN  EXPEDITION. 

A  gentleman  who  was  engaged  in  the  frustrated  attempt  to  rescue  the 
confederate  prisoners  confined  on  Johnson's  Island,  near  the  Canadian 
frontier,  writes  to  us  to  correct  some  misstatements  which  have  obtained 
currency  through  the  federal  press.  He  says :  "You  are  aware  of  the 
leading  facts  of  this  affair,  and  know  that  our  object  was  defeated  by 
the  authorities  of  the  province.  Perhaps  you  have  already  learned  the 
secrets  of  the  plan,  but  if  you  have  not,  a  few  words  might  be  of  service. 
The  prisoners  who  had  been  released  from  Johnson's  Island,  the  federal 
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prison  in  Lake  Erie,  conceived  a  plan  to  capture  the  island  and  release 
the  large  number  of  oflBcers  confined  there.  The  assent  of  the  confed- 
erate government  was  asked,  but  long  refused,  from  a  doubt  whether  it 
could  be  effected  without  violating  the  neutrality  of  British  territory. 
This  objection  was  so  far  overcome  that  a  certain  number  of  officers 
received  leave  to  attempt  the  hazardous  experiment,  but  under  strict 
orders  to  do  or  permit  no  act  directly  or- indirectly  liable  to  be  construed 
into  such  violation,  to  buy  no  materials  of  war  and  enlist  ho  assistance 
on  British  soil,  but  only  to  exercise  the  right  of  passage  as  individuals. 
Accordingly,  upon  arriving  in  Canada,  arms  and  cannon  were  purchased 
in  I^ew  York,  and  were  sent  by  parties  there  up  to  the  lake,  where  we 
could  get  them.  Kot  an  article  was  obtained  in  Canada.  Even  medi- 
cines and  surgical  instruments  were  furnished  from  New  York,  and  all 
correspondence  with  the  prisoners  was  carried  on  through  the  personal 
column  of  the  I^Tew  York  Herald.  Several  British  officers  wished  to 
join,  but  they,  as  also  the  assistance  of  many  Canadian  gentlemen;  were 
refused.  The  basis  of  our  operatiops  was  to  be  on  Yankee  territory ; 
the  means  for  carrying  out  our  object,  viz,  to  release  the  prisoners,  were 
to  be  obtained  there  alone.  This  principle  was  adhered  to  in  perfect 
good  faith,  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  letter,  though  not  without  some  diffi- 
culty. Success  would  have  been  certain  had  not  an  unexpected  obstacle 
caused  delay.  The  Michigan,  a  federal  gunboat,  had  anchored  off  the 
island,  and  it  then  became  necessary  to  capture  her  before  releasing  the 
prisoners.  To  do  this  more  men  were  necessary,  and  some  confederates, 
who  had  recently  escaped  from  Camps  Chase  and  Douglas,  were  taken 
as  volunteers.  There  was  no  one  of  the  party  owing  allegiance  to  Great 
Britain,  or  who  had  'found  an  asylum  on  her  soil,'  as  the  papers  had  it. 
But  when  we  had  completed  our  preparations,  with  the  aid  of  friends  in 
the  federal  States,  the  very  day  before  it  was  to  have  been  executed  it 
reached  the  ears  of  the  governor  general,  and  the  Yankees  being  imme- 
diately warned  by  him,  it  became  impossible. 

"  Such  is  the  whole  affair  in  a  nutshell.  You  will  see  that  all  we  asked 
the  Canadian  authorities  was  the  right  of  passage  to  Yankeedom,  indi- 
vidually and  unarmed,  we  having  neither  the  means  nor  the  intention 
to  commit  a  belligerent  act  before  reaching  Yankee  jurisdiction.  You 
can  draw  your  own  inference  from  the  facts.  Some  of  the  Canadian, 
and  even  some  of  the  English  papers,  I  am  told,  have  taken  a  different, 
and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  a  wholly  erroneous  view  of  the  matter." 


Earl  Bmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiaN  Office,  February  24, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
22d  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  Index  newspaper,  containing  an 
article  relative  to  the  late  attempts  to  release  the  confederate  prisoners 
of  war  confined  at  Johnson's  Island ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  I  have  forwarded  a  coj)y  of  your  note  to  the  colonial  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

'  EUSSBLL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  t&e.,  &c. 


o  ENFOECEMENT   OF   NEUTEALITT. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depahtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  11, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
the  report  of  Colonel  L.  C.  Baker,  provost  marshal  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  accompanied  it,  in  regard  to  piratical  designs  of  insurgents 
against  the  United  States  who  have  sought  refuge  in  her  Majesty's 
provinces. 

I  have  the  honorto  request  that  your  lordship  will  bring  the  subject 
under  the  consideration  of  his  excellency  the  governor  general,  with  a 
view  to  such  proceedings  as  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  may  render 
expedient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servant. 


Eight  Hon.  LoKD  Lyons,  &c.,  <&€.,  <S;c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Mr.  Stanton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Wak  Dbpaetment, 
Washington  City,  March  8, 1864, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to 
this  department  by  Provost  Marshal  Baker,  for  your  information  and 
such  action  as  you  may  deem  proper. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ED  WOT  M.  STANTOlSr, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Colonel  Baker  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  March  8, 1864. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  statement  furnished  by 
one  of  my  agents,  who  has  been  in  Upper  Canada  for  some  two  months. 
The  statement  can  be  relied  upon  as  being  true  in  every  particular : 

"  There  is  now  lying  in  Eondeau  harbor,  about  seventeen  miles  from 
Cheetham,  C.  W.,  a  fore-and-aft  schooner  named  the  Montreal,  com- 
manded by  one  Captain  Whitby,  formerly  a  lieutenant  ia  the  confeder- 
ate navy.  She  has  on  board  two  24-pounders,  a  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion, arms-chests,  cutlasses,  boarding  pikes,  &c.;  she  also  has  a  crew  of 
fourteen  men,  nearly  all  escaped  rebel  prisoners. 

"There  is  also -lying  in  ]S^ew  Creek,  Long  Point  Marsh,  and  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Port  Stanley,  C.  W.,  a  schooner  named  the  Saratoga; 
she  has  four  18-pounders  on  board,  and  is  manned  with  a  crew  of  six- 
teen men. 

"Both  of  the  vessels  referred  to  are  not  dismantled,  as  is  usual 
during  the  winter  months  in  that  climate,  but  are  kept  in  sailing  condi- 
tion at  the  shortest  notice." 
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My  informant  has  mingled  and  talked  freely  with  the  crews  of  these 
vessels,  and  they  do  not  hesitate  to  avow  their  piratical  iutentions  as 
soon  as  navigation  is  resumed  in  the  spring. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  BAKER, 
Colonel,  and  Agent  War  Department. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  24, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  the  11th  instant,  respecting  two  schooners  which  were 
lying  in  Canadian  waters  under  circumstances  thought  to  be  suspicious, 
and  to  my  reply  thereto,  dated  the  13th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that,  in  answer  to  a  communication  which  I  addressed  to  the  gov- 
ernor general  upon  this  subject,  his  excellency  has  informed  me  that  he 
will  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  report  respect- 
ing the  schooners  in  question,  and  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  neutral- 
ity of  ter  Majesty's  dominions,  should  it  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud,  (&c.,  <&c.,  d;c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depautment  OF  State, 

Washington,  March  29, 1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  24th  instant,  in  which  your  lordship  informs  me  that,  in  answer 
to  a  communication  which  you  addressed  to  the  governor  general  of 
Canada,  at  the  instance  of  this  department,  respecting  two  suspicious 
schooners  in  Canadian  waters,  his  excellency  has  informed  you  that  he 
will  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  report  in 
regard  to  the  schooners,  and  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  should  it  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

1  beg  your  lordship  to  accept  the  thanks  of  this  department  for  your 
ready  intervention  in  this  matter,  and  to  convey  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  the  grateful  acknowledgements  of  this  government 
for  his  prompt  attention  to  its  representation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lton^,  tfec,  (fee,  tfcc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  14, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  29th  ultimo, 
and  to  my  notes  of  the  13th  and  24th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
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mit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada 
respecting  the  information  ^ven  to  the  United  States  government  that 
two  schooners  were  lying  under  suspicious  circumstances  in  Canadian 
waters.  I  also  inclose  a  summary  of  a  confidential  report  made  by  an 
agent  employed  by  the  Canadian  authorities  to  investigate  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

'  LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <S;o.,  cfec,  &o. 


'Viscount  Monde  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Government  House, 

Quebec,  March  31,  1864. 
My  Lorb  :  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  dispatch 
of  March  13, 1  sent  a  confidential  agent  of  the  Canadian  government  to 
investigate  the  truth  of  the  information  communicated  to  the  provost 
marshal  of  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  relative  to  two 
vessels  on  Lake  Erie  alleged  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  piratical 
aggression  on  the  lake  trade  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  excellency's  informa1«on  the 
report  of  that  gentleman,  from  which  you  will  observe  that  after  the 
closest  scrutiny  he  was  unable  to  find  any  evidence  to  substantiate  the 
allegations  referred  to. 

I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons,  tUc,  &c.,  &c. 

i- 

Report  of  the  agent  of  the  Canadian  government  to  Viscount  Monde. 

I  proceeded  direct  to  Chatham,  Upper  Canada,  and  on  the  22d  instant 
reached  the  Eondeau,  seventeen  miles  distant,  in  search  of  a  vessel  named 
the  Montreal,  stated  to  be  then  lying  there,  under  the  command  of  a  Cap- 
tain Whitby,  who  was  also  stated  to  be  an  oflicer  in  the  so-called  con- 
federate navy.  The  said  vessel  was  further  reported  to  be  then  and 
there  lying  with  sails  bent  ready  for  sea  at  a  moment's  notice,  armed 
with  two  24-i)ounder  guns,  a  quantity  of  small-arms,  cutlasses,  and 
boarding  pikes,  and  manned  with  a  picked  crew  of  fifteen  men,  having 
hostile  and  piratical  intentions  towards  the  United  States. 

In  the  Eondeau  harbor  I  found  a  schooner  called  the  Cataragui,  under 
the  command  of  and  owned  by  a  Captain  Whitby,  and  with  sails  bent 
as  described,  but  affording  no  further  corroboration  of  the  story  as 
reported.  Captain  Whitby  is  an  Englishman,  who  has  lately  purchased 
the  Cataragui  from  Mr.  Anglin,  of  Kinston.  He  has  never  been  in 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  at  all,  and  is  now  living  with  his  wife 
and  one  man.  a  servant,  on  board  his  vessel.  Having  jjlaced  myself  in 
communication  with  him  immediately  on  my  arrival,  he  afforded  me  at 
once  every  facility  for  examining  his  vessel,  to  which  I  proceeded  in  his 
company  across  the  ice  in  which  she  lay  frwzen  in,  at  a  distance  of  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.  The  only  armament  that  I 
could,  discover  on  board,  after  a  diligent  search,  were  an  old,  rusty  ship 
carronade  of  about  four  pounds  caliber,  used  for  sigTial  purposes,  and 
a  double-barreled  fowling-piece.  On  my  return  to  the  shore  I  was  met 
by  General  Terry,  who  commands  at  Johnston's  Island,  having  the  two 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROM  CANADA.  11 

thousand  or  more  prisoners  of  war  there  under  his  charge.  Having 
introduced  him  to  Captain  Whitby,  the  latter,  at  my  request,  took  him 
at  once  on  board  the  schooner,  as  he  had  previously  taken  myself,  thus 
enabling  him  to  ascertain  personally  the  true  state  of  the  case.  I  saw 
him  subsequently  on  his  return,  and  he  expressed  himself  fully  satisfied. 

From  Chatham  I  next  proceeded  to  Port  Stanley,  within  fifteen  miles 
of  which  place,  at  New  Creek,  another  vessel,  called  the  Saratoga,  of  a 
similar  character  and  designs,  was  stated  to  be  lying. 

A  diligent  search  on  either  side  of  that  port,  and  for  greater  distances 
than  that  above  specified  as  the  place  of  her  concealment,  failed  in 
revealing  to  me  either  such  a  place  or  vessel,  and  shipping-masters  born 
in  that  locality,  who  have  sailed  the  lakes  all  their  Uves,  informed  me 
that  they  had  no  knowledge  of  any  creek  bearing  that  name  on  Lake 
Erie.  The  creeks  jQ?om  the  Eondeau  eastwards  until  you  reach  Port 
Stanley,  a  distance  of  about  forty -five  miles,  are  in  the  following  order: 
Big  Creek,  Clear  Creek,  Sixteen -Mile  Creek,  irumber-Mne  Creek,  Colonel 
Talbot's  Creek,  and  Kettle  Creek,  otherwise  Port  Stanley.  From  the 
latter  place,  stiU  following  the  coast  line  eastward  to  Port  Burwell,  a 
distance  of  twenty-five  mUes,  are  Silver  Creek,  Catfish  Creek,  or  Port 
Bruce,  and  Utter  Creek,  or  Port  Burwell. 

By  the  before-mentioned  authorities  I  was  further  informed  that-  it 
was  not  possible  to  winter  a  vessel  at  any  of  the  creeks  I  have  enumer- 
ated, except  at  the  ports  named,  and  there  I  saw  and  examined  some 
fifteen  or  more  vessels,  but  among  them  no  Saratoga,  the  vessel  I  was 
in  search  of,  nor  could  I  find  in  the  shipping  Kst  of  Canadian  vessels 
navigating  the  upper  lakes  any  vessel  bearing  that  name,  although  I 
searched  it  diligently  for  this  purpose,  nor  had  the  master  mariuers 
whom  I  consulted  knowledge  of  any  sueh. 


Mr.  Seward  to' Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  31,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the 
26th  instant,  from  J.  Q.  Howard,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  relative  to  the  passage  through  that  city 
of  unusual  numbers  of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  en  route 
for  Canada,  among  them  the  insurgent  leader  Frost. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  suggest  that  your  lordship  would 
do  well  to  call  the  attention  of  the  governor  general  to  this  movement, 
with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  precautionary  measures  as  will  frus- 
trate any  hostile  expedition  against  the  United  States  from  her  Majes- 
ty's provinces,  should  such  be  contemplated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 


Eight  Hon,  Lord  Lyons,  tfcc,  (fee,  tfcc. 


WILLLiM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Howard  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate, 
St.  John,  New  B/unswicli,  May  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  department  that  an  unusually  large 
number  of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  quite  recently 
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passed  through  this  city  en  route  for  Canada,  via  Frederickton  and 
Eiver  du  Loup.    The  greater  part  of  these  insurgents  have  been  living 
for  some  months  in  Halifax;  others  have  found  their  way  north  from. 
Kassau  and  Bermuda,    The  rebel  General  Frost  has  also  recently  pro- 
ceeded to  Canada  from  St.  John. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  possible  that  another  raid  from  Canada 
upon  our  northern  frontier  may  be  attempted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  HOWARD, 


United  States  Consul. 


Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 


Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  June  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  answer  to 
the  communication  to  his  excellency  of  your  note  to  me  of  the  31st  May, 
relative  to  the  passage  through  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  of  certain 
persons  supposed  to  be  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
lyimble  servant, 

LTOKS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Viscount  MoncJc  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Government  House, 

Quebec,  June  8, 1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excel- 
lency's dispatch  of  June  2,  and  inclosures,  relative  to  the  passage  of  an 
unusual  number  of  persons,  considered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  to  be  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  through  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  en  route  for  Canada. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  adopt  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  prevent  any 
infringement  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territories  by  these  or 
any  other  persons,  but  I  need  not  remind  your  excellency  of  the  great 
difldculty  that  exists  in  obtaining  information  with  respect  to  the  inten- 
tions of  such  persons,  whether  passing  through  or  residing  in  Canada. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons,  (fee,  (fee,  <&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State 


Washington,  June  24, 1864. 


""7  ■ 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction, 
the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  communicating  to  me  the 
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copy  of  a  dispatcli  of  tlie  8th  instant  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  in  relation  to  the  reported  passage  of  persons  hostile 
to  the  United  States  through  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and  to  the  pre- 
cautions which  his  excellency  proposes  to  adopt  to  prevent  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territories  by  these  or  any  other 
persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  considerations,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  servant, ' 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &o.,  tfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  18, 1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  ^our  lordship  that  in  a  dispatch 
of  the  14th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  United  States 
consul  at  St.  John,  ISTew  Brunswick,  he  states  that  satisfactory  evidence 
had  been  furnished  to  him  that  one  Major  William  Hollius,  late  of  the 
insurgent  service,  is  organizing  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John  a  force  with 
which  to  commit  depredations  on  the  Maine  frontier;  that  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  notorious  James  McDonald,  and  a  person  by 
the  name  of  Jones,  are  concerned  in  that  movement ;  that  it  is  said  to 
be  the  design  of  HoUins  to  make  an  effort  to  march  a  strongforce  througji 
the  northern  States  to  Kentucky ;  that  he  afOrms  that  he  is  authorized 
by  the  so-called  confederate  authorities  to  burn  and  destroy,  and  to  show 
no  quarter ;  that  on  the  night  of  the  13t"h  instant  a  small  party  left  St. 
John,  fully  armed  and  prepared  for  some  desperate  enterprise,  who  rep- 
resent that  they  are  to  be  joined  somewhere  in  the  State  of  Maine  by 
other  men  with  whom  they  are  in  league. 

I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  l^ew  Brunswick  to  these  statements,  in  order  that  the 
proper  officers  may  be  put  upon  their  guard,  with  a  view  to  prevent  any 
violation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territory  which  may  be  con- 
templated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  servant, 


Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <S;c.,  &c.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  20, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  message  which  I 
have  received  from  the  administrator  of  the  government  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, in  answer  to  a  telegram  which  I  dispatched  to  him  on  receiving 
your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to  information  which  had  reached 
you  that  attempts  were  being  made  to  organize  a  force  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  St.  John  to  commit  depredations  on  the  frontiers  of  Maine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

'  LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  die,  &c.,  <&e. 
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Mr.  Cole  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Telegram.  J 

Frederickton,  ^.  B., 

July  19, 1864. 

A  person  calling  himself  Captain  Collins,  (not  IJollins,)  witli  two 
others,  were  arrested  while  breaking  into  Calais  Bank.  Quite  certain 
that  no  raid  is  contemplated  from  this  quarter ;  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  subject  from  reports  put  in  circulation  here  a  day  or  two  since. 

J.  COLE,  Administrator. 

To  Lord  Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  i,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  been  drawn  to 
the  motion  which  was  made  in  Congress  during  the  recent  session,  with 
a  view,  to  putting  an  end  to  the  arrangement  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  limiting  the  naval  force  to  be  maintained  upon  the 
American  lakes. 

-This  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
I^  has  preserved  both  nations  from  a  vast  amount  of  inconvenience  and 
expense,  and,  which  is  of  infinitely  more  importance,  it  has  warded  off 
occasions  of  disagreement  and  quarrel.  Her  Majesty's  government 
would  view  the  abrogation  of  it  with  great  regret  and  no  little  alarm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hiunble  servant, 

.      LTOKS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewajbd,  cfcc,  t&c,  &e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

WasMngton,  August  5, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  communicating  to  me  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government 
in  regard  to  the  advantages  of  the  existing  arrangement  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  limiting  the  naval  force  to  be  main- 
tained upon  the  American  lakes. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  motion 
upon  the  subject  which  was  made  in  Congress,  and  to  which  reference 
is  made  in  your  note,  did  not  prevail,  and  that  there  is  at  present  no 
intention  to  abrogate  the  arrangement  which  has  been  so  long  in  force. 
I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  assure  her  Majesty's  government  that 
timely  notice  will  be  given  if  these  views  should  change. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD; 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  cfic,  cfcc,  c6c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  9, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  thie  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of 
the  8th  instant,  from  the  War  Department,  in  regard  to  reported  hostile 
projects  of  insurgent  citizens  of  the  United  States  lurking  in  Canada, 

I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  communipate  this  information  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  with  a  view  of  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  and  to  the  adoption  of  precautionary  measures,  if  such 
may  seem  to  be  called  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  'consideration,  my  lord,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  dtc,  &c. 


General  Townsend  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  Generai's  Oppioe, 

Washington,  August  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  am  tastructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transmit  to  you  the 
inclosed  copies  of  two  letters  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H.  Hill,  United 
States  army,  in  relation  to  certain  rumors  of  rebel  plots  against  the 
United  States  said  to  be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Hon.  WiLLLAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill  to  Mr.  Potter. 

Headquarters  District  op  Michigan, 

Detroit,  July  29, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  on  two  occasions  been 
approached  by  persons  living  in  Canada  with  prot)ositions  to  divulge 
something  of  great  importance  to  the  government  for  the  sum  of  $5,000. 
They  promised  to  put  me  in  possession  of  papers,  &c.  I  replied,  on  both 
occasions,  that  the  information  they  desired  to  communicate  might 
already  be  in  the  possession  of"  the  government ;  that  I  could  make  no 
stipulation  to  pay  such  a  sum,  but  if  they  were  really  in  possession  of 
information  valuable,  they  could  communicate  it  and  rely  upon  the 
government  to  pay  what  it  was  worth.  This  was  declined  in  both  cases. 
The  person  who  made  the  last  proposition  I  am  still  in  communication 
with.  He  represents  that  he  is  an  English  subject,  in  a  banking-house 
in  Windsor;  that  he  has  joined  the  scheme  or  plot,  and  can  give  me  full 
information;  but  that  he  will  only  do  so  on  condition  of  being  paid  the 
sum  above  mentioned,  as  he  would  have  to  leave  Canada,  considering 
his  life  in  danger  if  he  remained  there. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  this  matter,  as  the  major 
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general  commanding  or  the  government  may  be  in  possession  of  infor- 
mation wliich  may  give  some  clue  as  to  whether  or  not  the  disclosure 
proposed  to  be  made  is  of  any  real  importance.  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  United  States  Army, 

Commanding  District -of  Michigan. 

Captain  Carroll  H.  Potter, 

AssH  AdjH  Gen.,  Headquarters  Northern  Department. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  8,  1864. 
Official  copy: 

E.  D.  TOWl^TSEKD, 

Assistant  Adjuta/nt  General. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Rill  to  Mr.  Potter. 

Military  Commander's  Office, 

Detroit,  Michigan,  July  30,  1864. 
Captain:  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday's  date,  information  has 
been  communicated  to  me  that  points  to  an  attempt  by  rebel  refugees 
in  Canada  at  the  destruction  of  our  cities  on  the  lake. 

This  coincides  more  with  the  impression  I  formed  in  the  interviews 
referred  to  with  the  persons  who  were  desirous  of  selling  information. 
There  is  now  frequent  communication  between  the  refugees  in  Windsor 
and  Messrs.  Sanders  &  Co.,  at  ISTiagara  Falls,  and  a  telegraphic  dispatch 
was  yesterday  received  at  Windsor,  from  Sanders,  summoning  three  of 
the  most  prominent  of  the  refugees  to  Niagara. 

There  are  floating  rumors  that  they  are  in  possession  of  some  machines 
to  be  mounted  on  vessels,  &c. 

I  communicate  this  because  you  may  be  in  possession  of  information 
to  which  this  may  offer  some  clue. 

I,  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HLLL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  5th  United  States  Artillery, 

Military  Commandsr  District  of  Michigan. 
Captain  C.  H.  Potter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  8, 1864. 
Official  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWlSrSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  August  9, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  this 
day's  date,  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  the  governor  general  of 
Canada  information  which  has  reached  this  government  concerning  pro- 
jects of  enemies  of  the  United  States  now  in  Canadian  territory.    I  have, 
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without  loss  of  time,  transmitted  copies  of  your  note  and  its  inclosures 
to  tlife  governor  general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Hon,  William:  H.  Seward,  dc,  <&c.,  &g. 


LYONS. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Septemier  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  a  view  to  her  Majesty's 
government  being  acquainted  with  the  facts,  that,  owing  to  the  recent 
hostile  and  piratical  proceedings  on  the  lakes  lying  between  the  United 
States  and  her  Majesty's  possessions,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary,  for 
the  present,  to  increase  the  observing  force  of  the  United  States  on 
those  lakes ;  that  the  arrangement  is  temporary,  and  will  be  discontinued 
so  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  and  that  the  vessels  to  be  employed  on 
that  service  are  to  be  under  instructions  to  respect  British  rights  in  all 
cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

F.W.  SEWAED,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.,  (fee,  (fee. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washin&ton,  September  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
26th  instant,  informing  me  that,  owing  to  recent  piratical  proceedings  on 
Lake  Erie,  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  observing  force 
of  the  United  States  on  the  American  lakes  lying  between  the  United 
States  and  her  Majesty's  possessions,  and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I 
shall  forward  a  copy  of  that  note  to  her  Majesty's  government.  With- 
out wishing  to  prejudge  the  question,  I  must  leave  it  to  her  Majesty's 
government  to  decide  as  to  whether  such  a  measure,  although  only  tem- 
porary in  its  effect,  can  be  warranted  by  treaty  stipulations. 

I  would,  however,  simply  here  recall  to  your  recollection  a  note  of  Lord 
Lyons,  addressed  to,  you  on  the  4th  ultimo,  which  set  forth  the  views  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  when  the  question  of  abrogating  the  treaty 
limiting  the  naval  force  to  be  maintained  upon  the  American  lakes  Avas> 
brought  before  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  WilliAjh  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  c&c,  dc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  1,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  previous  correspondence  between  this  de- 
partment and  her  Britannic  Majesty's  legation  on  the  subject,  I  have  the 
2  A  c — VOL.  II 
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honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  which  it  appears 
that  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  at  this  juncture  to  charter  the  steam 
propeller  Hector  for  revenue  cutter  purposes  on  the  lakes.  Any  excess 
which  may  thus  be  occasioned,  however,  in  the  arrangement  of  United 
States  vessels  in  that  quarter  over  the  limit  fixed  by  the  armament  of 
April,  1817,  will  be  temporary  only ;  and  as  it  has  been  made  necessary 
by  an  emergency,  probably  not  then  foreseen,  may  not  be  regarded  as 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  stipulation  of  that  instrument. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

J.  Hume  Btjenlet,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  &c. 

[For  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  referred  to,  see  inclos- 
ure  1^0.  4  to  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  iSTo.  821,  November 
25, 1864, 2?os«.] 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  October  4, 1864. 
Sir  :   I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  1st, 
^relative  to  an  increase  of  the  American  naval  force  in  the  Canadian 
lakes,  and  of  its  inclosures,  and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  to-day 
forwarded  copies  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
.  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLiAJii  H.  Sevtajji),  c&c,  tfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depaetment  op  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  temporary  increase  of  the  observ- 
ing force  of  the  United  States  on  the  American  lakes,  and  in  reply  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  who 
has  been  requested  to  make  explanations  to  Earl  Eussell,  which  it  is  not 
doubted  wUl  prove  satisfactory  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servant. 


J.  Hume  Buenley,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'ifo.  1120.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Wasldngton,  October  10,  1864. 
,  SiE:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  recent  correspondence  between  this  depart- 
ment and  Mr.  Burnley,  her  Majesty's  charg6  d'affaires,  in  regard  to  an 
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increase  of  the  naval  force  of  the  UnitecT  States  on  the  lakes  for  the 
present.  I  will  thank  yon  to  make  the  needfnl  explanations  to  Earl 
Eussell  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  yom-  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 
Ohaeles  Francis  Adams,  &c.,  &c.,  dec. 


LIST  OF  rNCLOSTJRES. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward,  4th  August,  1864. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lvons,  5th  August,  1864. 
Mr.  P.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley,  26th  September,  1864. 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  28th  September,  1864. 
[The  above  inclosures  are  printed  in  their  proper  chronological  order 
as  originals.! 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  21,  18.64. 

SiRi:  I  have  received!  communications  from  the  United  States  consul 
at  Montreal,  which  inform  me  that  his  excellency  Governor  Monck  and 
other  Canadian  authorities  are  prpceeding,  with  zeal  and  vigor,  to  arrest 
the  parties  who  were  engaged  in  the  depredations  committed  at  St. 
Albans,  in  Vermont.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  object  of  those 
depredations  is  the  same  with  that  of  the  piratical  operations  which 
recently  occurred  on  Lake  Erie,  namely,  to  embroil  the  governments  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  in  a  border  war.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  it  proper  to  let  you  know  that  the  President  regards 
with  sincere  satisfaction  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  the  Canadian 
authorities  before  referred  to. 

Thus  far  I  have  received  no  official  or  other  certain  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  United  States  civil  or  military  agents ;  but  I  am  glad 
to  learii  by  manifold  reports  that  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  two  gov- 
ernments are  acting  "together  in  good  faith,  and  with  due  respect  on  each 
side  for  the  lawful  rights  and'  authority  of  the  other.  This  is  in  entire 
conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideratipn,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 


J.  Hume  Btjenlet,  Esq.,  (fee,  <fec.,  i&c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  October  23, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  21st 
instant,  relative  to  the  affair  at  St.  Albans,  and  beg  to  state  that  I  have 
caused  a  copy  of  this  note  to  be  sent  to  his  excellency  the  governor  gen- 
eral of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  himible  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <Sjc.,  <S;c.,  &c. 
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Jsfr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sunday,  Octoher  23,  1864. 
My  Deae  Sm :  I  send  you,  on  the  other  side,  the  answer  received 
this  morning  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 
Believe  me,  very  truly  yours, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  cfcc,  &c.,  &c. 


Governor  General  of  Canada  to  Mr.  Burnley. 
[Telegram.] 

Quebec,  Octoler  22, 1864. 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received.  By  last  accounts  eleven  of  the 
St.  Albans  men  were  in  custody.  Directions  have  been  given  to  detain 
them  until  the  demand  for  their  extradition  can  be  fully  investigated. 

Please  to  inform  Secretary  of  State  of  United  States. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

ISTo.  1136.]  Departmentop  State, 

Washington,  October  24,  1864. 

SiK :  It  is  my  duty  to  invite,  through  you,  the  serious  attention  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  the  instances,  which  unfortunately  seem  to  be 
multiplying,  in  which  the  British  possessions  in  our  neighborhood,  both 
continental  and  insular,  have  been  made  bases  for  hostile  proceedings  of 
the  insurgents  against  this  country.  The  motives  for  such  proceedings 
have  undoubtedly  been,  not  a  comaction  that  material  damage  would 
result  directly  from  the  hostile  acts  of  the  insurgents,  but  a  hope  that  a 
just  sense  of  national  dignity,  and  self-preservation  on  our  part,  might 
Induce  us  to  resent  the  toleration  of  the  British  authorities,  and  ulti- 
mately, perhaps,  lead  that  government  to  take  part  with  the  insurgents 
as  an  open  and  declared  enemy  of  the  United  States.  The  insufficiency' 
of  the  British  neutrality  act  and  of  the  warnings  of  the  Queen's  procla- 
mation to  arrest  the  causes  of  complaint  referred  to  were  anticipated 
early  in  the  existing  struggle,  and  that  government  was  asked  to  apply 
a  remedy  bypassing  an  act  more  stringent  in  its  character — such  as  ours 
Of  the  10th  of  March,  1838,  which  was  occasioned  by  a  similar  condition 
of  affairs.  This  request  has  not  been  complied  with,  though  its  reason- 
ableness and  necessity  have  been  shown  by  subsequent  events.  ' 

The  seizure  by  insurgents  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake,  on  the  high 
seas,  bound  from  New  York  to  Portland,  is  familiar  to  you.  Though  the 
vessel  was  ultimately  released,  the  perpetrators  of  the  deed  escaped  pun- 
ishment. Braihe,  one  of  the  leaders,  has  since  found  his  way  to  Havana, 
and  with  other  conspirators  has  recently  seized,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, the  steam  packet  Eoauoke,  which  plies  between  that  place  and 
ISTew  York,  and  carried  her  to  Bermuda,  but  not  receiving  the  hospitality 
which  was  expected  there,  the  vessel  was  taken  outside  the  j)ort  and 
burned. 

On  Saturday,  the  17th  of  September  last,  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H. 
Hill,  acting  assistant  provost  marshal  general  of  Michigan,  was  advised 
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by  a  person  from  Canada  that  a  party  was  to  be  sent  from  Windsor,  on 
the  Canadian  side  of  the  Detroit  Eiver,  opposite  Detroit,  to  a  point  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for  hostile  purposes. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  18th  of  September,  a  man  came  on  board  the 
Phiio  Parsons,  while  she  was  lying  at  the  dock  in  Detroit,  and  requested 
the  clerk,  Mr.  Walter  T.  Ashley,  who  is  part  owner  of  the  Parsons,  to 
call  at  Sandwich,  on  the  Canada  shore,  three  miles  below  Detroit,  to  re- 
ceive him  and  a  party  of  friends,  who  wished  to  go  to  Kelly's  Island, 
about  eleven  miles  from  Sandusky,  alleging  that  one  of  them  was  lame 
and  could  not  well  cross  the  ferry.  The  Philo  Parsons  sailed  the  next 
morning,  (Monday,  the  19th  of  September,)  at  8  o'clock,  with  about  forty 
passengers.  The  person  referred  to  above,  as  having  engaged  a  passage 
for  himself  and  party,  appeared  immediately  afterwards,  and  at  his  re- 
quest the  steamer  called  at  Sandwich,  where  his  friends,  four  in  number, 
came  on  board.  At  Maiden,  on  the  Canada  side,  where  the  steamer 
always  stops,  about  twenty  miles  below  Detroit  and  near  the  point  where 
the  Detroit  River  empties  into  the  lake,  about  twenty  more  men  came 
on  board.  The  number  not  being  unusual,  excited  no  suspicion.  The 
only  baggage  of  the  party  was  an  old-fashioned  trunk,  tied  with  rope, 
and  which  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  contain  revolvers  and  large 
hatchets  or  hand-axes.  The  steamer  continued  on  her  course,  and  made 
her  usual  landings  at  North  Bass,  Middle  Bass,  and  South  Bass  islands — 
the  latter  being  better  "known  as  Put-in-Bay  Island.  These  islands  are 
nearly  north  of  Sandusky,  and  about  twenty  miles  distant.  They  all 
belong  to  the  United  States,  and  are  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Captain 
Atwood,  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  left  her  at  Middle  Bass  Island, 
where  his  family  reside.  Having  made  these  landings,  the  steamer  went 
on  her  course  to  Kelly's  Island,  about  seven  miles  further  on,  and  made 
her  usual  landing  there.  Here  four  men  got  on  board,  all  apparently 
belpnging  to  the  same  party,  and  it  has  been  ascertained  that  one,  who 
was  seen  among  them  after  the  capture  of  the  steamer,  had  been  several 
days  on  the  island,  visiting  the  inhabitants  and  pretending  to  be  an  agent 
for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Kelly's  Island,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  while  she  was  directly  on  her  course  for  Sandusky,  the  Philo  Par- 
sons was  seized  by  the  party  who  had  got  on  board  at  Sandwich  and 
Maiden,  and  was  headed  to  the  eastward  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  she 
was  turned  back  to  Middle  Bass  Island  for  fuel,  the  leader  of  tlie  party 
having  ascertained  from  the  mate  and  engineer  that  there  was  not 
enough  to  run  many  hours.  Soon  after  the  Philo  Parsons  reached  Mid- 
dle Bass  Island,  and  whUe  she  was  taking  in  wood,  the  steamer  Island 
Queen,  which  performs  daily  trips  from  the  Bass  Islands  to  Sandusky 
and  back,  came  alongside  and  was  immediately  seized.  The  engineer  of 
the  Island  Queen,  without  giving  any  provocation,  was  shot  in  the  face. 
The  ball  entered  his  cheek  and  passed  out  near  the  ear.  One  j>erson  was 
cut  in  the  head  with  a  hatchet,  and  bled  profusely.  Several  other  per- 
sons were  knocked  down,  and  a  large  number  were  struck  with  the  butt- 
end  of  pistols  and  with  hatchets,  and  some  ten  or  a  dozen  shots  were 
flred..  The  passengers  on  both  boats  were  landed  at  Middle  Bass,  with 
a  part  of  their  baggage. 

After  getting  a  supply  of  fuel  the  Philo  Parsons  ran  out  into  the  lake, 
towing  the  Island  Queen.  At  the  distance  of  about  five  miles,  accord- 
ing to  one  statement,  and  at  a  smaller  distance  according  to '  others, 
the  Island  Queen  was  scuttled  by  cutting  her  supply-pipe,  and  sent 
adrift.    Before  filling  she  drifted  on  a  shoal,  and  was  gotten  off  a  few 
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days  afterwards,  having  been  plundered  by  the  party  who  had  seized 
her. 

After  the  Island  Queen  had  been  scuttled,  the  Philo  Parsons  stood  for 
Sandusky  harbor,  and  was  turned  about  and  steered  for  Maiden,  where 
she  arrived  between  four  and  five  o'clock  on  Tueeday  morning,  the  20th 
of  September.  A  few  miles  above  Maiden  a  yawl-boat  load  of  plunder 
was  sent  ashore  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Detroit  Eiver.  At  Fight- 
ing Island,  some  six  miles  above,  the  crews  of  both  steamers  were 
landed. 

The  Philo  Parsons  arrived  at  Sandwich  at  about  eight  o'clock  the 
same  morning,  and  a  pianoforte  belonging  to  her,  a  number  of  trucks, 
and  the  cabin  furniture  were  put  ashore  at  the  dock,  Avhere  a  custom- 
house oflacer  almost  immediately  appeared.  She  was  then  scuttled  by 
cutting  her  injection-pipes,  and  cast  off.  She  partly  filled,  but  was  taken 
possession  of  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the  mate,  who  had  come  in 
a  small  steamer  (the  Pearl)  from  Bcuse,  who  had  her  towed  to  Detroit. 

The  facts  thus  set  forth  having  been  substantiated  by  the  depositions 
of  eye-witnesses  of  these  occurrences,  I  addressed  a  note  to  J.  Hume 
Burnley,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charg6  d'affaires,  on  the  13th 
instant,  requesting,  through  him,  that  her  Majesty's  government  would, 
upon  the  arrest  and  commitment  of  the  parties  who  perpetrated  these 
depredations,  some  of  whom  passed  by  the  names,  respectively,  of  Bell, 
Hoult  Bristow,  Eobert  Drake,  Burley,  and  Thomas,  (the  names  of 
others  not  being  ascertained,)  issue  the  necessary  warrants  for  their 
delivery  to  Joseph  Dimmick  and  James  Henry,  or  to  any  other  person 
dtdy  authorized  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  receive  the 
fugitives,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought  back  to  the  United  States 
for  trial.  This  request  was  made  on  the  ground  that  they  were  guilty 
of  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  that,  being  fugitives 
from  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  their  extradition  was  provided 
for  by  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington.  Mr.  Burnley  has 
since  informed  me  that  he  referred  the  matter  to  her  Majesty's  provin- 
cial authorities,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 

The  primary  object  in  capturing  these  steamers  was  confessedly  to 
release  the  insurgent  officers  confined  on  Johnson's  Island.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  conspiracy  was  organized  and  set  in  motion 
by  prominent  insurgents,  who  have  for  some  time  past  been  residing  in 
Canada  for  such  purposes.  Indeed,  this  department  has  proof  that  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson  has  acknowledged  that  he. was  commissioned  and  pro- 
vided with  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  had  interviews  with 
conspicuous  members  of  the  gang  just  before  the  steamers  were  cap- 
tured. 

It  is  obvious  that  at  the  time  of  the  informal  arrangement  between 
the  two  governments  of  April,  1817,  limiting  their  naval  force  on  the 
lakes,  a  condition  of  things  like  the  present  could  scarcely  have  been 
anticipated.  The  object  of  that  arrangement  was  to  prevent  either  party 
from  keeping  in  commission  the  considerable  naval  force  which  they 
both  had  employed  in  that  quarter  during  the  war  then  recently  closed. 
If  peace  was  expected  to  continue,  the  force  was  an  unnecessary  burden 
to  both  parties;  but,  on  the  contrary, if  war  should  suddenly  be  renewed, 
one  or  the  other  might,  in  anticipation  of  that  event,  have  clandestinely 
or  otherwise  so  augmented  its  force  as  to  insure  to  it  a  dangerous 
advantage.  Believing  that  these  were  the  views  entertained  at  the 
time  the  arrangement  was  entered  into,  and  that  neither  the  United 
States  nor  Great  Britain  expected  to  rehnquish  their  right  to  self-defense 
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in  the  event  of  a  civil  war  in  the  territories  of  either,  by  the  limitation 
referred  to,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  you  will  see  from  the  cor- 
respondence, a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  has  chartered  two  propellers, 
one  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  other  on  Lake  Ontario,  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  and  suppressing  depredations  on  om- trade  and  territoryin  that 
region,  similar  to  those  above  mentioned. 

1  had  just  prepared  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  transaction  on 
Lake  Erie,  when  information  of  a  new  and  equally  desperate  outrage  on 
another  part  of  the  border  reached  this  department.  A  band,  said  to 
consist  of  twenty-five  desperate  men,  clandestinely  armed,  crossed  the 
frontier  and  proceeded  in  several  small  parties,  by  stage-coach,  to  St. 
Albans,  Vermont,  in  the  customary  way  of  travelers.  At  a  concerted 
time  they  raised  a  scene  of  terror  in  that  peaceful  town,  and  broke  into 
boarding-houses  and  other  buildings  and  carried  off  large  amounts  of 
treasure,  said  to  be  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
together  with  other  valuable  property.  As  soon  as  the  people  recovered 
from  their  surprise,  they  arose  and  hotly  pursued  the  felons,  who  sought 
safety  by  returning  on  stolen  horses  across  the  frontier  into  Canada. 
The  Canadian  municipal  agents  seem  to  have  co-operated  with  the  pur- 
suers from  Vermont  with  alacrity  and  diligence.  Twelve  of  the  robbers 
were  arrested,  stripped  of  their  plunder,  and  taken  into  custody  by  the 
Canadian  authorities.  It  is  also  understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
recovered  property  was  promptly  restored  to  its  owners.  Here  the  imper- 
fect accounts  which  I  have  received  of  this  transaction  end.  I  have  re- 
quested of  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  her  Majesty's  charg^  d'affaires  here, 
that  the  felons  may  be  detained,  until,  after  having  obtained  the  exact 
information  which  is  essential,  I  shall  have  addressed  to  the  British 
government  a  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  offenders,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  for  extradition  contained  in  the  Ashburton  treaty. 
The  subject  has  been  discussed  in  a  friendly  spirit  between  myself  and 
Mr.  Burnley,  who  has  received  telegraphic  advices  from  Lord  Lyons, 
who  yet  remains  in  New  York.  I  give  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I 
addressed  to  Mr.  Burnley  on  the  21st  instant,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  note 
I  afterwards  received  from  him  in  answer  to  my  verbal  request,  that 
Lord  Monck,  the  governor  general,  should  be  advised  to  detain  the 
offenders  for  extradition.  I  wish  you  to  bring  tliis  tiansaction  also  to 
the  notice  of  Earl  Eussell,  and  say  to  him  that,  taken  in  connection  with 
events  of  the  same  character  which  have  occurred  on  the  Canadian  fron- 
tier, it  is  regarded  here  as  deserving  prompt  and  decisive  proceedings 
.  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  to  prevent  the  danger 
of  ultimate  conflict  upon  the  Canadian  bordeiS.  It  is  a  pleasant  circum- 
stance that,  in  making  this  communication,  we  are  not  only  able  but  are 
obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the  Canadian  executive  authority  has,  in 
this  instance,  thus  far  co-operateil  with  this  government  in  faithful  and 
diligent  efforts  to  bring  the  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  to  due  account. 
It  is,  however,  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that  peace  cannot  be 
reliably  maintained  upon  the  border  unless  more  effective  measures  shall 
be  adopted  to  secure  that  end  than  those  that  have  hitherto  been  used 
by  both  governments.  We  know  well,  although  we  have  not  judicial 
evidence,  that  all  the  movements  of  this  character  are  set  on  foot  by 
Jacob  Thompson  and  other  disloyal  American  citizens  who  are  tempo- 
rarily domiciled  in  Canada,  and  furnished  with  funds  there  for  these  ini- 
quitous purposes  through  th^  banking  institutions  of  Canada.  It  is  now 
my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  give  notice  to  Earl  Eussell,  in  conformity, 
with  the  treaty  reservation  of  that  right,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  six , 
months  after  you  shall  have  made  this  communication,  the  United  States 
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will  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase  the  naval  armament  upon 
the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  quarter 
shall  then  require  it.  And  you  will  be  careful  to  advise  us  of  the  day 
on  which  this  notice  is  given.  You  will  assure  the  earl,  however,  that 
this  proceeding  is  adopted  only  as  a  necessary  measure  of  national  de- 
fense, and  not  only  with  no  purpose  of  hostility,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  a  desire  no  less  earnest  than  heretofore  to  preserve  the  most  friendly 
relations  with  Great  Britain.  Moreover,  this  government  will  in  every 
case  direct  its  best  efforts  to  prevent  invasion  of  British  territory, 
whether  by  way  of  popular  retaliation  or  otherwise.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
indicate  the  means  her  Majesty's  government  should  adopt  to  maintain 
neutrality  on  their  side  of  the  border.  You  will  again  suggest  to  her 
Majesty's  government  that,  in  our  opinion,  a  policy  similar  to  that  which 
was  inaugurated  by  our  enactment  before  mentioned  might  be  followed 
with  advantage  by  Great  Britain  in  the  American  provinces  during  our 
present  civil  war.  I  should  fail,  however,  to  express  a  sincere  convic- 
tion of  this  government  if  I  should  not  repeat  now  what  I  have  hereto- 
fore so  often  had  occasion  to  say,  that,  practically,  the  policy  of  neutral- 
ity which  her  Majesty  has  proclaimed  has  failed  as  well  in  the  British 
home  ports  as  in  the  British  colonies,  and  especially  in  the  latter,  and 
that  it  must  continue  to  fail  more  conspicuously  every  day,  so  loiig  as 
asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  are  in  any  way  able,  by  evasion  or  otherwise,  to  use 
the  British  ports  and  British  borders  as  a  base  for  felonious  depreda- 
tions against  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stat'es.  Nor  are  we  able  to  con- 
ceive of  any  remedy  adequate  to  the  present  exigency,  but  the  i-ecogni- 
tion  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  just  and  exclusive  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and  territories  legally  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  government.  I  use  the  word  exigency  with  a 
consciousnessof  its  just  effect.  The  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Brit- 
ish provinces  on  our  borders  are  as  sincerely  desired  by  us  as  they  can 
be  by  the  British  government.  In  a  practical  sense  these  proiances  are 
sources  of  wealth  and  influence  for  the  United  States,  although  they  are 
subject  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction.  We  have  proved  that  this  is  a  sincere 
conviction  on  our  part  by  entering  into  relations  of  reciprocal  free  trade 
with  the  British  provinces  almost  as  intimate  as  the  relations  of  free 
trade  which,  under  our  Constitution,  prevail  between  the  several  States 
of  the  American  Union.  Thus  far  we  have  been  content  with  these  rela- 
tions, and  probably  we  should  remain  content  whether  the  colonies  ad- 
here to  their  ties  with  Great  Britain,  or,  with  her  consent,  should  assume 
the  responsibilities  of  self-government,  provided  always  that  our  friend- 
ship is  reciprocated,  while  peace  and  harmony  on  the  border  are  essential 
to  the  very  existence  of  such  friendship.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  dwellers  within  those  provinces  will  be  content 
to  tulflll  toward  us  the  obligations  of  good  neighborhood,  as  we  are  ex- 
pected to  fulfill  the  same  obligations  on  our  part.  Even  if  this  government 
could  be  satisfied  with  less  than  what  I  have  thus  indicated,  it  must, 
nevertheless,  be  admitted  that,  froin  the  very  force  of  circumstances, 
peace  could  hardly  be  expected  to  prevail  on  a  border  which  should 
afford  to  the  couununities  which  it  divides  no  adequate  protection  against 
mutual  aggression  and  reprisal. 

Political  agitation  is  as  frequent  in  the  British  American  provinces  as 
it  is  here.  It  is  not  easy  to  foresee  how  soon  revolutionary  movements  may 
appear  there.  Every  provocation  now  given  to  Americans  will  be  likely 
to  be  claimed  as  a  precedent  in  that  case  for  inti'usion  from  this  side  of 
the  lakes.    Would  it  not  be  wise  to  establish  a  proper  system  of  repres- 
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sion  now,  which  would  prove  a  rock  of  safety  for  both  countries  here- 
after. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

[For  inclosures  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No,  821, 
November  25, 1864,  post.] 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward, 

"WASHiwaTON,  October  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  and  to  recommend  to  your 
serious  attention,  a  copy  of  a  dispatcli  whicli  I  have  received  this  morn- 
ing from  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

The  governor  general  states  thai  his  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
extract  from  the  New  York  Post,  purporting  to  give  the  words  of  an 
order  telegraphed  to  the  officer  commanding  at  Burling'ton,  Vermont,  by 
Major  General  Dix,  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  outrage  at  St.  Albans ; 
and  his  excellency  requests  me  to  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice,  with 
the  view  that  the  order  may  be  disavowed  or  explained. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  extract,  and  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon,  WiLLTATvr  H.  Seward,  d;o.,  &c.,  &c. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnlei/. 

Government  House, 

Quebec,  October  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  accompanying  extract  from 
the  New  York  Post,  purporting  to  give  the  words  of  an  order  telegraphed 
to  the  officer  commanding  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  by  Major  General 
Dix,  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  outrage  at  St.  Albans. 

I  have,  of  course  no  means  of  knowing  whether  such  an  order  as  that 
alluded  to  was  overissued  by  Major  General  Dix ;  but  as  it  has  appeared 
uncontradicted  in  the  public  papers,  and  contains  express  directions, 
on  the  part  of  an  official  of  the  United  States,  for  the  entry  of  the  troops 
of  that  power  on  the  territory  of  her  Majesty,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  ask 
you  to  bring  the  subject  under  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  view  that  the  order  may  be  disavowed  or 
explained. 

"While  no  one  would  be  inclined  to  scan  too  narrowly  the  conduct 
pursued  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  while  smarting  under  the  effect 
of  the  outrage  to  which  they  have  been  lately  unfortunately  subjected, 
it  is  obvious  that  an  order  such  as  that  to  which  allusibn  is  here  made, 
if  issued  by  a  responsible  officer  of  the  United  States,  would  be  liable 
to  a  different  construction,  and  might,  unless  remonstrated  against,  be 
drawn  into  a  precedent  in  the  futiire.  You  may  assui-e  Mr.  Seward 
that  there  exists  among  the  British  authorities  in  Canada  the  most 
earnest  desire  to  use  all  the  powers  which  the  laws  confer  upon  them, 
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ia  co-operation  with  tlie  officials  of  the  United  States,  for  the  repression 
and  punishment  of  outrages  such  as  that  which  has  just  occurred  at  St. 
Albans. 

I  trust  that  the  proceedings  lately  adopted  in  this  province  will  prove 
that  this  declaration  is  not  an  empty  profession,  and  will  show  that  the 
most  energetic  measures  will  at  all  times  be  used  to  prevent  any  aggres- 
sion on  the  territory  of  the  United  States  from  Canadian  soil,  or  any 
abuse  of  the  right  of  asylum  allowed  in  her  Majesty's  dominions. 

I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Seward  will,  on  the  other  hand,  see  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  the  marintenance  of  these  amicable  relations,  that  no  act 
should  be  done  by  any  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  United  States  wiiich 
might  bear  the  construction  of  being  an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  her 
Majesty,  or  a  violation  of  the  soil  of  her  dominions,  and  that  he  will  believe 
that  this  remonstrance  is  made  in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  and  is  prompted  by 
a  sincere  desire  to  prevent  any  just  cause  of  complaint  between  the 
countries. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONOK. 

J.  Hume  Bxjenley,  Esq.,  &c.,  &g.,  &c. 


[From  the  New  York  Evening  Post.] 
THE  KAID  AT   ST.   AlBAIfS. 

The  organization  of  bands  of  rebel  marauders  in  Canada  for  the  piir- 
pose  of  coming  within  our  lines,  committing  depredations  on  our  prop- 
erty, and  shooting  down  our  citizens,  is  of  so  grave  a  character  as  to 
demand  the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the  government.  If  measures 
are  not  adopted  to  put  an  end  to  this  abuse  of  the  right  of  asylum,  and 
the  violation  of  the  duties  of  neutrality,  our  citizens  on  the  frontier  v/ill 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  We  should  deeply  regret  such 
unauthorized  acts  of  reprisal.  Whatever  is  done  should  be  done  under 
the  authority  of  the  government.  Either  the  Canadian  authorities 
should  be  called  on  to  send  the  rebels  who  are  getting  up  predatory 
enterprises  against  us  out  of  Canada,  or  we  should  have  armed  forces 
on  the  frontier,  ready  to  take  summary  vengeance  on  these  marauders, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  follow  them,  as  we  have  a  right  to  do,  across  the 
lines,  if  the  pursuit  is  instant.  When  General  Dix  was  ad\'ised  of  the 
outrage  at  St.  Albans,  he  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  at  Burlington,  Vermont :  "Send  all  the  efficient  force  you 
have  to  St.  Albans,  and  try  to  find  the  marauders  who  came  from  Canada 
this  morning.  Put  a  discreet  officer  in  command;  and,  in  case  they  are 
not  found  on  our  side  of  the  line,  pursue  them  into  Canada,  if  necessary, 
and  destroy  them." 

The  order  was  carried  out,  so  far  as  to  pursue  the  marauders  into 
Canada,  where  eight  of  them  were  captured.  If  they  had  been  shot 
down,  as-  they  shot  down  the  peaceful  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  it  would 
have  been  no  more  than  exact  justice.  A  single  example  of  stern  retri- 
bution would  go  far  to  break  up  these  piratical  expeditions.  But  the 
government  should  take  the  matter  in  hand,  as  a  grave  international 
question,  and  not  leave  it  to  local  commanders. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  3,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lord- 
ship's note  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication which  has  been  addressed  to  you  by  his  excellency  Lord 
Monck,  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  which  he  asks  an  explana- 
tion or  a  disavowal  of  what  is  set  forth  in  an  article  in  the  Kew  York 
Evening  Post,  on  the  subject  of  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  murder 
recently  committed  at  St.  Albans  by  persons  who  came  from  Canada  to 
that  place,  and  retired  again  to  Canada  for  refuge  from  capture  and 
punishment. 

On  the  24th  day  of  October  last  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Adams 
concerning  the  transactions  referred  to,  in  which  I  fully  explained  the 
views  and  sentiments  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  unhappy  con- 
dition of  affairs  on  the  British  American  borders,  its  causes,  probable 
consequences,  and  its  needful  remedy.  Indignant  complaints  by  news- 
papers, which  are  entirely  independent  of  the  government,  as  well  as 
spirited,  hasty,  popular  proceedings  for  self-defense  and  retaliation,  are 
among  the  consequences  which  must  be  expected  to  occur,  when  unpro- 
voked aggressions  from  Canada  no  longey  allow  our  citizens  to  navigate 
the  intervening  waters  with  safety,  or  to  rest  at  home  with  confidence  of 
security  for  their  property  and  their  lives.  With  a  sincere  conviction 
that  Earl  Monck  is  governed  by  the  highest  sense  of  honor  and  jastice, 
I  must,  nevertheless,  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  the  matter 
which  he  has  submitted,  when  duly  weighed,  is  sufficient  to  call  for  any 
enlargement  or-  modification  of  the  views  1  have  already  submitted 
through  Mr.  Adams  to  her  Majesty's  government.  While  the  govern- 
ment has  been  engaged  in  considering  Earl  Monck's  request,  our  requi- 
sitions for  the  offenders  whose  crimes  committed  on  Lake  Erie,  and  for 
the  burglars  and  murderers  who  invaded  Vermont,  remain  unanswered. 
We  hear  of  a  new  border  assault  at  Castine,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
we  are  warned  that  plots  are  formed  at  Montreal  to  fire  the  principal 
cities  of  the  Union.  It  is  not  the  government  nor  is  it  the  people  of  the 
United  States  that  are  delinquent  in  the  fulfillment  of  fraternal  national 
obligations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  11, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  yes- 
terday from  Major  General  John  J.  Peck,  in  regard  to  the  movements  of 
the  Georgiana.    I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  notify  his  excellency  Vis- 
count Monck  of  its  purport. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 

obedient  servant,  -  

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  &o.,  dec. 
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3fr.  Peck  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Telegram.] 

Sykactjse,  New  York, 

Novetnber  10,  1864. 

Just  from  Buffalo.  The  Georgiana  is  near  Port  Oolboriie,  twenty 
miles  distant.  She  was  lately  purchased  at  Toronto,  Canada  West,  for 
commercial  purposes,  and  seventeen  thousand  dollars  in  gold  paid.  The 
price  is  far  beyond  her  value,  in  the  opinion  of  the  best  judges.  This, 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  business  season  is  at  an  end,  stamps 
the  transaction  with  suspicion,  and  warrants  the  belief  that  she  is 
intended  for  raiding  operations. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major  General, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretar  y  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  N'ovemher  11,  1864. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  houor  to  communicate  for  your  lordship's  infor- 
mation, and  that  of  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  Canada,  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  of  the  8th  instant,  from  D.  Thurston,  esquire,  the  vice-consul 
general  of  the  United  States  atMontreal,  and^of  the  paper  which  accom- 
panied it,  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner  Georgian,  or  Georgiana,  to 
parties  suspected  of  being  agents  of  the  insurgent  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  the  subject  of  my  note  to  your  lord,sliip  of  this  morn- 
ing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  servant. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


•  Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  tfcc,  tfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  91.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  N'ovemher  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  the  consular  agent  at 
Toronto,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner  Georgian  to  a  supposed 
rebel  agent,  by  parties  residing  at  Toronto.  This  is  a  new  vessel,  built 
some  year  and  a  half  since  on  the  Georgian  Bay,  by  G.  H.  Wyatt  and 
others,  and  has,  I  believe,  made  one  trip  across  the  Atlantic.  She  is  a 
splendid  vessel,  built  with  great  care,  a  fast  sailer,  and  would,  if  employed 
in  the  business  mentioned  in  Mr.  Kimball's  dispatch,  be  capable  of  doing 
immense  injury  to  the  shipping  on  tlie  lakes.  Mr.  Wyatt  and  his  part- 
ners sold  the  steamer  Bowmanville  some  two  years  ago.  She  was  osten- 
sibly to  be  employed  in  legitimate  trade,  but  was  undoubtedly  designed 
for  blockade  running.  The  corroboration  of  the  purposes  for  which  the 
Georgian  has  been  purchased  by  four  persons,  unknown  to  each  other, 
would  seem  to  establish  the  fact  that  she  has  been  bought  for  the  design 
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of  being  converted  into  a  ram  by  rebel  agents  in  Canada,  and  that  meas- 
ures should  be  at  once  taken  to  prevent  the  plan  being  executed.  I  have 
notified  the  Canadian  government. 

With  great  respect.  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THUESTOI^, 
United  States  Vice-Gonsul  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

'Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Kimball  to  Mr.  Potter. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Toronto,  G.  W.,  November  5, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  honor  to  report  the  following  information,  -which  I  com- 
municated to  the  provost  marshal  of  Buiialo,  K  Y.,  under  date  of  No- 
vember 3.    It  is  given  to  me  by  four  different  parties,  unknown  to  each 
other : 

First.  Messrs.  A.  M.  Smith  &  Co.  and  George  H.  Wyatt  informed 
me,  in  answer  to  my  questions,  that  they  have  sold  the  propeller  Geor- 
gian, which  they  owned,  to  one  Bates,  from  Michigan,  who  intends  to 
uSe  her  in  the  lumber  trade.  They  delivered  her  at  Port  Colborne,  C.  W., 
on  the  first  or  second  of  this  month.  They  claim  that  she  is  particularly 
adapted  to  the  lumber  trade,  as  she  carries  heavy  loads  with  light  draught, 
and  the  present  owners  intend  to  strengtlien  her  beams  for  towing.  I  con- 
sider they  partially  admitted  that  thepaycamethroughtheOntarioBank, 
($16,500,)  where  I  know  Colonel  Thompson,  the  confederate  agent,  keeps 
his  account. 

The  second  person  says  he  knows  this  Bates ;  knew  him  in  Louisville, 
Ky.  He  was  at  one  time  a  captain  of  the  steamer  Magnolia  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi Eiver. 

A  third  person,  whom  I  well  know,  but  who  has  pre\aou8ly  sympa- 
thized with  the  confederates,  came  to  me  of  his  own  accord  to  reveal 
what  he  claims  as  a  great  plot,  in  order  to  arrest  it,  because,  he  assumes, 
its  success  would  have  a  tendency  to  make  trouble  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  He  gives  as  a  synopsis  the  following,  which  he 
says  he  received  from  Captain  Bates  himself: 

The  Georgian  is  purchased  by  the  confederates.  She  is  to  be  strength- 
ened in  the  bow  for  a  ram  somewhere  on  Lake  Huron,  after  which,  she 
will  take  on  men,  cannon,  small-arms,  and  ammunition,  and  run  into  the 
Michigan  off  Johnson's  Island  to  sink  her ;  then  make  a  dash  to  release 
the  prisoners,  who  will  at  once  be  furnished  with  arms  if  they  meet  with 
success ;  after  which  the  Georgian  will  go  on  a  cruise  of  destruction,  in- 
cluding Buffalo  harbor  and  other  places. 

My  informant  claims  to  know  the  details  of  the  whole  plot,  men  and 
places,  and  would  reveal  the  whole  of  it  to  the  authorities  in  the  United 
States,  if  I,  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  government,  would  pay 
his  expenses,  and  he  would  also  expect  .the  United  States  to  remunerate 
him.  I  told  him  I  could  not  see  any  difference  between  his  revealing  to 
me  or  to  the  authorities  in  Buffalo,  and  therefore  could  not  comply  with 
his  requests;  but  if  he'  would  give  me  his  information  I  would  transmit 
it  to  the  department,  and  if  it  was  of  real  service  to  them  I  had  no  doubt 
they  would  do  him  justice.    He  would  not  consent  to  this. 

A  fourth  person  says  he  has  been  solicited  to  join  an  expedition  by  the 
confederates.    They  tell  him  they  have  a  steamer,  but  would  not  say 
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what  oue  it  was,  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  they  were  going 
to  make  an  attempt  to  release  the  prisoners  on  Johnson's  Island. 
For  the  purpose  of  getting  more  information  he  agreed  to  meet  them 
at  Sarnia  this  week ;  would  be  here  on  Monday  next,  and  would  see 
me  and  give  me  any  further  information  he  might  obtain. 

Taking  these  circumstances  altogether,  I  have  no  doubt  something 
of  the  kind  is  intended,  and  therefore  immediately  communicated  the 
intelligence  as  I  received  it  to  the  authorities  in  Buffalo,  with  the  re- 
quest that  they  should  notify  other  authorities  as  they  deem  proper. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoiu?  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  KIMBALL, 
United  States  Consular  Agent. 
Hon.  John  F.  Pottee, 

Consular  General,  B.  N.  A.  P.,  Montreal,  G.  JE. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Bkitish  Legation,  November  13,  1864. 
My  Dbae  Sib  :  Viscount  Monck  informs  me  by  telegraph  as  follows 
with  respect  to  the  Georgiana: 

"I  have  just  had  the  following  telegram  from  the  revenue  collector  at 
Sarnia,  from  which  port  the  Georgiana  cleared  for  Port  Colborne.    Pro- 
peller Georgiana  arrived  during  night;  searched  her;  found  nothing 
suspicious ;  will  give  her  clearance  when  ready  to  start." 
,  Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully. 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  tfcc,  (fee,  &c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  15,  1864. 
My  Deae  Sir:  With  reference  to  my  private  letter  to  you  of  the  13th 
instant,  respecting  the  release  of  the  Georgiana,  I  think  it  useful  for  you 
to  possess  copies  of  the  inquiries  made  about  her  by  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Port  Colborne,  and  of  a  telegraphic  circular  sent  by  the  Cana- 
dian finance  department  to  the  various  collectors  of  customs  at  the  dif- 
fereiit  ports  on  the  lakes,  with  respect  to  ships  of  a  suspicious  character. 
'  Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful,  humble  servant, 

For  LOED  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Setvard,  tfcc,  <&o.,  <&c. 


[Telegraphic  circular.] 

Collector  of  Customs  at ; 

Give  particular  attention  to  vessels  clearing  from  your  port;  if  any 
circumstances  indicate  intention  to  violate  neutrality  laws,  refuse  clear- 
ance and  detain  vessel,  immediately  reporting  to  this  department  and 
to  the  attorney  general. 

Finance  Department, 

Quebec,  November  8,  1864. 
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By  telegraph  from  Collector  at  Fort  Colborne  to  honorable  A.  T.  Gait. 

ISTOTEJnBER  8, 1804. 
Propeller  Georgiana  entered  inwards  from  Port  Stanley  on  29tli  of 
October,  discharged  cargo  and  reported  inwards  for  Buffalo  on  1st  of 
November;  returned  here  on  3d;  captain  came  to  the  office  and  stated 
he  had  been  to  Buffalo  for  repairs;  had  a  clearance  for  this  port  without 
cargo;  was  going  to  Saruia,  but  wanted  wood;  wished  to  know  if  it  was 
necessary  to  have  a  clearance  from  here  to  Sarnia,  having  a  clearance 
to  a  British  port;  did  not  grant  another;  weather  stormy;  remained 
until  Satui'day,  when  weather  moderated;  left  at  six-thirty  p.  m.;  on 
inquiring  of  harbor-master,  he  informed  me  she  took  sixty  or  seventy 
cords  wood,  as  stated,  for  ballast;  he  stated  they  informed  him  on  board 
she  was  going  to  Chicago ;  nothing  connected  with  her  suspicious  unless 
taking  the  quantity  of  wood  and  going  to  one  port,  when  reporting  here 
she  w^as  going  to  another,  might  be  so  construed;  did  not  come  to  the 
office  after  taking  wood  on  board;  Mr.  Gordon,  from  whom  the  wood 
was  purchased,  has  stated  she  only  took  thirty  cords. 

]sr.  PEING,  Collector. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1153.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  17,  1864. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  10th  instant, 
]Sro.  95,  from  Mr.  D.  Thurston,  vice-consul  general  of  the  United  States  at 
Montreal,  Canada,  and  of  the  reply  thereto,  of  the  16th  instant,  '^o.  61, 
relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Canadian  authorities  in  regard  to  pre- 
vention of  hostile  expeditions  from  the  British  provinces  against  the 
United  States.  1  fear  that  after  all,  either  through  deficiency  of  the 
laws,  or  error  in  application  of  them,  the  outrages  may  be  continued,  the 
consequences  of  which  I  have  already  indicated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

Ko.  95.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  November  10,  1864. 
Sir  :  Some  days  since  the  Hon.  G.  E.  Carti<ir,  attorney  general.  East, 
called  at  the  Ottawa  Hotel,  and  left  his  card  for  the  consid  general  and 
myself.  The  consul  general  being  absent,  Mr.  Carti^r  expressed  the 
wish  that  I  would  call  on  him  at  his  residence  before  he  left  the  city. 
Accordingly,  the  next  day  I  called  at  his  house,  but  not  finding  him  at 
home  I  left  my  card,  with  a  request  that  he  would  do  me  the  honor  to 
call  at  the  consulate  previous  to  his  leaving  for  Quebec.  Saturday 
morning  last  Mr.  Emmons,  of  Detroit,  called  at  the  consulate,  and  stated 
that  the  object  of  his  visit  was  to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  the 
raid  on  St.  Albans,  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Canada,  and  the  views 
which  the  government  of  Canada  might  entertain  of  its  powers  to  ren- 
der up  the  prisoners  under  the  law ;  or,  if  the  law  was  defective,  whether 
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the  government  possessed  the  right  to  increase  its  powers  by  additional 
legislation. 

He  explained  to  me  that  he  had  no  official  character,  but  that  he  had 
lately  visited  Washington,  and  had  an  inter\iew  with  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State,  and  although  he  had  received  no  authority  to  represent 
the  government  from  the  department,  yet  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  had  sympathized  with  his  efforts,  and  had  freely  conversed  with 
him  and  his  associate,  Mr.  Barnes,  of  Portland,  on  these  subjects,  as 
citizens,  and  had  expressed  the  wish  that  they  should  visit  Montreal  on 
their  way  home.  Mr.  Emmons  exhibited  to  me  several  documents  estab- 
lishing, as  I  believe,  his  position  as  a  gentleman  of  position  and  respect- 
ability in  his  State,  and  referred  me  to  parties  in  Montreal  to  whom  he 
was  well  known. 

While  I  was  conversing  with  Mr.  Emmons,  Mr.  Carti6r  and  the  Hon. 
D'Ar(;y  McGee,  minister  of  agricultui'e,  came  into  the  consulate.  I 
introduced  to  them  Mr.  Enimons,  and  stated  to  them  the  object  of  his 
visit  at  Montreal,  as  explained  to  me,  and  remarked  to  Mr.  Carti^r  that 
I  presumed,  from  his  calling  on  the  consul  general  and  jnyself  at  our 
hotel,  and  the  expression  of  his  wish  that  I  should  visit  him  at  his  resi- 
dence, he  desired  to  confer  with  me  on  the  matter  of  the  St.  Albans  raid. 
I  had  ventured  to  request  him  to  call  at  the  consulate,  as  I  learned  he 
was-to  leave  for  Quebec  that  evening,  and  1  feared  I  should  miss  the 

opportunity  of  having  an  interview  before  he  left. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

_  I  then  informed  him  that  explanations  had  been  made  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  of  the  immediate  and  earnest  action  of  the  authorities  of 
Canada  to  secure  the  arrest  of  the  raiders,  and  of  the  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy with  which  the  representations  of  the  consular  oflicers  had  been 
received  by  the  government  of  Canada,  and  of  the  satisfaction  which 
had  been  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  at  the  promptness  and 
efficiency  which  the  provincial  government  had"  manifested  in  this 
matter. 

They  also  invited  my  frequent  consultation  with  their  officials  in  Mon- 
treal, and  in  other  localities,  and  desired  me  freely  to  communicate  with 
them  whenever  I  had  any  matter  of  which  I  thought  it  proper  they 
should  be  informed.  They  expressed  their  earnest  desire  to  do  every- 
thing possible  under  the  law,  and  evinced  much  pleasure  that  the  depart- 
ment had  been  informed  of  the  steps  taken  in  the  St.  Albans  raid,  and 
left. 

This  interview,  with  three  of  the  leading  members  of  Lord  Monck's 
ministry,  unsolicited  on  my  part,  is  certainly  an  evidence  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  government  of  Canada,  and  its  earnest  desire  effectually  to 
put  in  force  all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  to  maintain  all  their 
obligations  as  a  neutral  power  at  peace  with  the  United  States.  I  should 
not  have  asked  an  interview  of  this  kind,  but  as  Mr.  Carti6r  evidently 
sought  the  opportunity  of  conversing  with  me  on  the  subject  of  the  raid, 
committed  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
talk  freely  with  him,  Mr.  McGee,  and  Mr.  McDougal  on  the  subject,  and 
have  the  honor  to  give  you  the  foregoing  narrative  as  a  resum6  of  what 
was  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THUESTON, 
United  States  Vice-Consul  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Thurston. 

No.  61.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  N'ovenber  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  No.  95  has  been  received.    The  spirit  manifested 
by  the  Canadian  ministers  at  the  conference  to  which  it  relates  was  just 
and  friendly;  we  hope  they  may  arrest  the  evil.    Your  own  proceedings, 
are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEEDBEIOK  W.  SEWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
D.  Thurston,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul  General,  Montreal. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  November  19, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  Viscount  Monck's  dispatch  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
and  to  your  reply  of  the  3d  instant,  with  respect  to  the  order  issued  by 
General  Dix  relative  to  the  recent  outrage  at  St.  Albans,  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  wMch  I  have  received  from  his 
excellency,  replying,  on  his  side,  to  the  observations  contained  in  that 
note. 

In  the  sentiments  expressed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general 
I  fully  concut.  It  sufflces  to  examine  the  dates  when  the  various  requi- 
sitions for  extradition  were  received  at  this  legation,  and  dispatched  to 
Viscount  Monck,  to  prove  that,  on  my  side,  also,  nothing  was  left  un- 
done which  could  promote  the  wishes  and  anxious  desires  of  the  Amer- 
ican government,  whether  in  the  affair  of  Lake  Erie,  or  in  that  of  St. 
Albans. 

Tour  note  of  the  13th  ultimo,  asking  for  the  extradition  of  Bell  and 
others,  concerned  in  the  Lake  Erie  occurrences,  was  received  on  the 
14th,  and  dispatched  to  Viscount  Monck  on  the  16th.  His  excellency's 
reply  of  the  22d,  received  on  the  26th,  was  transmitted  the  next  day  to 
you. 

With  regard  to  the  affair  at  St.  Albans,  your  first  note,  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  extradition  of  Wallace  and  others,  was  received 
and  dispatched  on  the  same  day  to  Viscount  Monck.  His  excellency's 
reply,  of  the  31st  October,  was  received  on  the  3d  instant,  and  trans- 
mitted to  you  on  the  4th  instant.  Tour  further  note,  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  extradition  of  Lackey  and  others,  was  received  on  the 
day  on  which  it  was  written,  and  on  that  same  day  dispatched  to  Vis- 
count Monck.  His  excellency's  reply,  of  the  4th  instant,  received  at 
this  legation  on  the  11th  instant,  was  dispatched  to  you  the  same  day. 

Finally,  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  requesting  the  extradition  of 
Hutchinson,  was  again  received  and  dispatched  to  its  destination  on  the 
same  day,  and  Viscount  Monck's  reply  of  the  7th  instant,  received  on 
the  12th  instant,  was  forwarded  to  you  on  the  day  on  which  it  was  re- 
ceived. 

Tou  will  thus  perceive  that  both  Viscount  Monck  and  myself  have 
done  all  that  lay  in  our  power  to  expedite  the  ends  of  justice,  and  that 
3  A  c — ^VOL.  II 
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it  cannot  in  truth  be  said  that  requisitions  for  these  offenders  have  re- 
mained unanswered.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

For  LOED  LTOIfS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  c&c,  &c.,  &c. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Quebec,  November  12, 1864. 

Mt  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patch of  7th  November,  and  the  accompanying  note  from  Mr.  Seward, 
dated  3d  November,  relative  to  the  dispatch  which  I  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  address  to  you  on  the  26th  October,  calling  your  attention  to  the 
extract  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  which  purported  to  give  the 
words  of  an  order  issued  by  Major  General  Dix,  in  reference  to  the 
recent  outrage  at  St.  Albans,  Vermont. 

I  shall  transmit  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
colonies,  for  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

There  is  one  statement,  however,  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  which  I 
must  allude,  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  government  of  Canada.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  IJnited  States  says,  "  While  this  government 
has  been  considering  Earl  Monck's  request,  our  requisition  for  the 
offenders  whose  crimes  were  committed  on  Lake  Erie,  and  for  the  bur- 
glars and  murderers  who  invaded  Vermont,  remain  unanswered." 

1  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  statement.  With  regard  to  the  first 
of  these  outrages,  it  occurred  on  the  19th'  September.  On  the  22d  Octo- 
ber a  dispatch  was  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Burnley,  dated  16th  Octo- 
ber, inclosing  a  note  tcc^  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  IJnited  States, 
demanding  the  extradition  of  Bell  and  others,  (.the  persons  supposed  to 
have  b6en  concerned  in  the  Lake  Erie  outrage.)  On  the  same  day  (22d 
October)  I  addressed  a  dispatch  to  Mr.  Burnley,  in  which  I  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  his  communication,  and  begged  him  to  iuform  Mr. 
Seward  that  "  as  soon  as  I  should  have  been  advised  that,  these  persons, 
or  any  of  them,  had  been  arrested  in  Canada,  and  that  the' proof  required 
by  the  treaty  had  been  made,  the  necessary  warrants  should  be  issued 
for  their  delivery  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States." 

With  reference  to  the  outrage  committed  at  St.  Albans,  this  affair 
occurred  on  the  19th  October.  On  the  31st  I  received  from  Mr.  Burnley 
a  dispatch,  dated  25th  October,  demandiag  the  extradition  of  C.  M. 
Wallace  and  twelve  other  persons,  participators  in  the  St.  Albans 
affairs. 

On  the  same  day  I  answered  Mr.  Burnley's  dispatch,  informing  him 
that  when  the  proof  required  should  have  been  made,  the  warrants  for 
extradition  should  be  issued. 

On  the  4th  November  I  received  a  further  dispatch,  dated  29th  Octo- 
ber, referring  to  the  same  persons,  and  stating  that  they  were  in  custody 
in  Canada,  and  asking  for  their  extradition. 

This  was  answered  on  the  same  day,  informing  Mr.  Burnley  that  the 
men  referred  to  were  in  custody,  and  that  the  warrants  for  their  extra- 
dition should  issue  as  soon  as  the  proofs  required  by  the  treaty  had 
been  completed. 

On  the  7th  of  November  I  received  from  Lord  Lyons  a  further  dispatch. 
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dated  Ij^ovember  1,  inclosing  a  demand  for  the  extradition  of  one  Hutch- 
inson, a  man  whose  name  was  not  included  in  the  former  list. 

This  dispatch  was  answered  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  terms 
as  the  former  communications.  I  have  been  thus  minute  in  the  state- 
ment of  what  has  occurred  in  these  matters,  because  I  should  have  felt 
much  annoyed  if  it  could  be  supposed  that  your  communications  to  me, " 
made  at  the  instance  of  a  minister  of  a  friendly  power,  had  been  for  any 
cause  allowed  to  remain  unanswered. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 

Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  t&c,  i&c,  &c.     , 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depaetment  OP  State, 

Washington,  November  22, 1864. 
Ste  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  extract  from  a  communication  of 
the  17th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor of  Vermont,  relative  to  the  hostile  schemes  of  insurgent  agents  in 
Canada  against  the  United  States.  I  must  request  your  lordship  to  ask 
the  earnest  attention  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government  to  the 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Governor  Smith  to  Mr.  Sewa/rd. 

[Extract.] 

gjjj .  ♦  #  *  *  *  '  *  # 

Mr.  Edmunds-  informs  me  that  Messrs.  Clay,  Saunders,  and  Westcott 
(late  senator  from  Florida)  stiU  continue  to  threaten  retaliation,  and 
openly  say  that  they  are  organized,  both  in  Canada  East  and  West,  and 
prepared  for  action.  My  advices  from  perfectly  reliable  sources  are 
that  in  th^ir  secret  conclaves  their  plans  are  beiag  discussed  and  per- 
fected, and  that  they  threaten  that  they  will  destroy  the  towns  of  Bur- 
lington and  St.  Albans  within  thirty  days.  They  are  cognizant  of  oiir 
movements  here  for  the  defense  of  the  frontier,  being  informed  by  their 
spies  how  many  muskets  have  been  distributed,  and  to  what  towns. 
There  is  no  movement  made  of  which  they  are  not  informed,  as  they  have 
spies  in  every  town.  The  action  of  our  legislature  is  reported  to  them, 
and  they  are  familiar  with  the  discussion  of  every  measure  which  may 

affect  them. 

******** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GEEGOEY  SMITH, 

Governor  of  Yermont. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  821.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Novemler  25,  1864. 

SiE:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  last  I  have  completed 
the  preparation  of  the  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  rendered  necessary  by  the 
instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  'So.  1136,  together  with  copies 
of  the  accompanying  papers.  I  dated  it  on  the  23d  instant,  and  sent 
the  messenger  with  instructions  to  note  on  the  corner  the  hour  and 
miaute  of  the  delivery  at  the  Foreign  Oflace.  It  was  so  noted  by  him  at 
five  minutes  past  six  o'clock  thdt  evening. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAKOIS 


Hon.  William:  H.  Sewaed, 


ADAMS. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Uarl  Eussell. 
[Delivered  at  tlie  Foreign  Office  at  5  mimites  past  6  p.  m.,  November  23, 1864.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  23,  1864. 

My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  a  number  of  papers  which  have  been  transmitted  to  me  with  instruc- 
tions to  lay  them  before  her  Majesty's  goyernment. 

It  has  become  once  more  my  painful  duty  to  make  representations 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  territories  in  America  under  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  both  continental  and  insular,  are  systemati- 
cally used  by  the  insurgents  against  the  United  States  as  bases  for  hos- 
tile proceedings  of  every  description. 

The  motives  for  such  proceedings  seem  to  have  been  twofold.  The 
first  and  the  most  obvious  is,  to  do  as  much  injury  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  as  possible.  But  the  second,  and  far  more  inciting  one, 
has  been  to  stimulate  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
to  so  great  a  degree  of  irritation  as  to  prompt  hasty  acts  of  retaliation, 
which  might  ultimately  effect  a  permanent  breach  of  thte  friendly  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries.  By  this  means  it  is  hoped  that  the 
natural  result  of  a  struggle,  perceived  from  the  first  to  be  unequal, 
might  be  changed  by  the  intervention  of  a  powerful  aUy  to  the  faUing 
side. 

On  a  review  of  the  correspondence  which  I  have  heretofore  had  the 
honor  to  conduct  with  your  lordship,  I  think  it  will  most  clearly  appear 
that  the  attention  of  my  government  has  been  most  constantly  fixed 
upon  the  necessity  of  averting^  the  dangers  springtag  out  of  this  nefa- 
rious policy.  In  that  view  the  insufficiency  of  the  law  of  Great  Bri- 
taia  to  enforce  a  rigid  neutrality,  as  well  as  of  her  Majesty's  proclama- 
tion to  avert  causes  of  complaint,  was  very  early  foreseen.  It  was  for 
that  reason  that  a  proposal  was  early  made  by  me  to  your  lordship  to 
secure  such  changes  and  amendments  of  that  law  as  might  be  expected 
more  fully  to  answer  the  purpose,  and  such  as  the  experience  in  a  former 
instance  in  the  United  States  had  actually  dictated  to  them  to  adopt  in 
order  to  maintain  ijeace. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  remind  your  lordship  that 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  PROM  CANADA.  37 

notMng  whatever  has  been  done  in  this  direction,  and  that  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  every  day's  subsequent  experience  has  proved  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  anxiety  that  prompted  the  request. 

The  seizure  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake  on  the  high  seas  by  insurgents 
who  made  her  Majesty's  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  'Sew  Brunswick 
the  base  of  the  operation  is  well  known  to  your  lordsliip.  Although  it 
be  true  that  that  vessel  was  ultimately  released,  it  is  equally  certain 
that  the  perpetrators  of  the  act  escaped  all  penal  consequences  in  the 
colonies.  Braine,  the  very  same  man  who  was  engaged  in  that  high- 
handed act,  has  since  perpetrated  another  of  the  same  kind  upon  the 
steam  packet  Eoanoke,  in  the  course  of  which  he  "made  the  island  of 
Bermuda  the  point  itom  which,  failing  to  gain  a  reception  for  his  prize, 
he  completed  his  operations  for  her  destruction  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor. 

I  am  now  compelled  to  caU  your  lordship's  attention  to  other  proceed- 
ings of  a  character  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  two 
countries. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  18th  of  September,  a  man  came  on  board  the 
Philo  Parsons  whUe  she  was  lying  at  the  dock  at  Detroit,  and  requested 
the  clerk,  Mr.  Walker  T.  Ashley,  who  is  part  owner  of  the  Parsons,  to 
caU  at  Sandwich,  on  the  Canada  shore,  three  miles  below  Detroit,  to 
receive  him  and  a  party  of  friends  who  wished  to  go  to  Kelly's  Island, 
about  eleven  miles  from  Sandusky,  alleging  that  one  of  them  was  lame 
and  could  not  well  cross  the  ferry.  The  Philo  P^^rsons  sailed  the  next 
morning,  (Monday,  the  19th  of  September,)  at  8  o'clock,  with  about  forty 
passengers.  The  person  referred  to  above  as  having  engaged  a  passage 
for  himself  and  party  appeared  immediately  afterwards,  and,  at  his 
request,  the  steamer  called  at  Sandwich,  where  his  friends,  four  in  num- 
ber, came  on  board.  At  Maiden,  on  the  Canada  side,  where  the  steamer 
always  stopped,  about  twenty  miles  below  Detroit,  and  near  the  point 
where  the  Detroit  Eiver  empties  into  the  lake,  about  twenty  more  men 
came  on  board.  The  number  not  being  unusual,  excited  no  suspicion. 
The  only  baggage  of  the  party  was  an  old-fashioned  trunk,  tied  with 
rope,  and  which  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  contain  revolvers  and 
large  hatchets  or  hand-axes.  The  steamer  continued  on  her  course,  and 
made  her  usual  landings  at  Korth  Bass,  Middle  Bass,  and  South  Bass 
Islands,  the  latter  being  better  kno^vn  as  Put-in-Bay  Island.  These 
islands  are  nearly  north  of  Sandusky,  and  about  twenty  miles  distant. 
They  aU  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  are  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Captain  Atwood,  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  left  her  at  Middle  Bass 
Island,  where  his  family  reside.  Having  made  these  landings,  the 
steamer  went  on  her  course  to  Kelly's  Island,  about  seven  miles  further 
on,  and  made  her  usual  landing  there.  Here  four  men  got  on  board,  aU 
apparently  belonging  to  the  same  party,  and  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  one  who  was  seen  among  them  after  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
had  been  several  days  on  the  island,  visiting  the  inhabitants,  and  pre- 
tending to  be  an  agent  for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Kelly's  Island,  about  4  o'clock  Jn  the  after- 
noon, and  while  she  was  directly  on  her  course  for  Sandusky,  the  Philo 
Parsons  was  seized  by  the  party  who  had  got  on  board  at  Sandwich  and 
Maiden,  and  was  headed  to  the  eastward  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  she 
was  turned  back  to  Middle  Bass  Island  for  fuel,  the  leader  of  the  party 
having  ascertained  from  the  mate  and  engineer  that  there  was  not 
enough  to  run  many  hours.  Soon  after,  the  Philo  Parsons  reached 
Middle  Bass  Island,  and  Avhile  she  was  taking  in  wood,  the  steamer 
Island  Queen,  which  performs  daily  trips  from  the  Bass  Islands  to  San- 
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dusky  and  back,  came  alongside,  and  was  immediately  seized.  The 
engineer  of  the  Island  Queen,  without  giving  any  provocation,  was  shot 
in  the  face.  The  ball  entered  his  cheek  and  passed  out  near  the  ear. 
One  person  was  cut  in  the  head  with  a  hatchet  and  bled  profusely. 
Several  other  persons  were  knocked  down,  and  a  large  number  were 
struck  with  the  butt-ends  of  pistols,  and  with  hatchets,  and  some  ten  or 
a  dozen  shots  were  fired. 

The  passengers  on  both  boats  were  landed  at  Middle  BasS,  with  a  part 
of  their  baggage.  After-getting  a  supply  of  fuel  the  Philo  Parsons  ran 
out  into  the  lake,  towing  the  Island  Queen.  At  the  distance  of  about 
five  miles,  according  to  one  statement,  and  at  a  smaller  distance  accord- 
ing to  others,  the  Island  Queen  was  scuttled  by  cutting  her  supply-pipe, 
and  was  sent  adrift.  Before  filling  she  drifted  on  a  shoal,  and  was 
gotten  off  a  few  days  afterwards,  having  been  plundered  by  the  party 
who  had  seized  her. 

After  the  Island  Queen  had  been  scuttled,  the  Philo  Parsons  stood  for 
Sandusky  harbor,  and  was  then  turned  about  and  steered  for  Maiden, 
where  she  arrived  between  four  and  five  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning, 
the  20th  of  September.  A  few  miles  above  Maiden  a  yawl-boat  load  of 
plunder  was  sent  ashore  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Detroit  Eiver.  At 
Fighting  Island,  some  six  miles  above,  the  crews  of  both  steamers  were 
landed.  The  Philo  Parsons  arrived  at  Sandwich  at  about  8  o'clock 
the  same  morning,  and  a  pianoforte  belongiug  to  her,  a  number  of  trunks, 
and  the  cabin  furniture,  were  put  ashore  at  the  dock,  where  a  custom- 
house ofacer  almost  immediately  appeared.  She  was  then  scuttled  by 
cutting  her  injection-pipes,  and  cast  off.  She  partially  filled,  but  was 
taken  possession  of  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the  mate,  who  had  come 
up  in  a  small  steamer  (the  Pearl)  from  Ecorse,  who  had  her  towed  to 
Detroit. 

The  facts  thus  set  forth  have  been  substantiated  by  the  depositions 
of  eye-witnesses  of  these  occurrences.  IPpon  learning  these  extraordi- 
nary proceedings,  initiated  and  executed  from  her  Majesty's  possessions 
in  Canada  as  a  base,  a  note  was  immediately  addressed  by  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  to  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  her  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires  at 
Washington,  requesting,  through  him,  that  her  Majesty's  government 
would,  upon  the  arrest  and  commitment  of  the  parties  perpetrating  these 
outrages,  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  their  delivery  to  the  agents  of 
the  United  States,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought  there  for  trial, 
TMs  request  was  made  on  the  ground  that  the  persons  were  guilty  of 
crimes  enlbraced  within  the  terms  of  the  extradition  treaty.  Mr.  Bum- 
ley  replied  that  he  had  referred  the  matter  to  her  Majesty's  provincial 
authorities,  as  is  usual  iu  such  cases.  Thus  has  it  rested  down  to  this 
time. 

The  primary  object  in  capturing  these  steamers  was  confessedly  to 
release  the  insurgent  officers  confled  on  Johnson's  Island.  There  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  conspiracy  was  organized  and  set  in  motion  by 
prominent  insurgents  who  have  for  some  time  past  been  residing  in 
Canada  for  such  purposes.  Indeed,  my  government  has  proof  that  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson  has  acknowledged  that  he  was  commissioned  and  pro- 
vided with  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  had  interviews  with 
conspicuous  members  of  the  gang  just  before  the  steamers  were  cap- 
tured. Scarcely  had  the  alarm  occasioned  by  this  sally  from  the  Cana- 
dian territory  subsided,  when  information  of  a  new  and  even  more  ex- 
traordinary and  desperate  outrage  was  received  by  my  government. 
This  time  it  was  not  committed  upon  the  water,  but  against  the  peace- 
able and  unoffending  inhabitants  of  a  border  town.    A  band,  said  to 
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consist  of  twenty-five  desperate  men,  clandestinely  armed,  crossed  the 
frontier,  and  proceeded  in  several  small  parties  by  stage-coach  to  St. 
Albans,  Vermont,  in  the  customary  way  of  travelers.  At  a  concerted 
time  they  raised  a  scene  of  terror  in  that  peaceful  town,  broke  into  bank- 
ing-houses and  other  buildings,  and  carried  off  large  amounts  of  treasure, 
said  to  be  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  together  with 
other  valuable  property.  As  soon  as  the  people  recovered  from  their 
surprise,  they  arose  and  hotly  pursued  the  feloni^,  who  sought  safety  by 
returning  on  stolen  horses  across  the  frontier  into  Canada.  The  Cana- 
dian municipal  agents  seem  to  have  co-operated  with  the  pursuers  from 
Vermont  with  alacrity  and  diligence.  Twelve  of  the  robbers  were  ar- 
rested, stripped  of  their  plunder,  and  taken  into  custody  by  the  Cana- 
dian authorities.  It  is  also  understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
recovered  prop^ty  was  promptly  restored  to  its  owners. 

A  request,  similar  in  its  character  to  the  former  one,  has  been 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Burnley,  as  wiU  appear  iu 
the  papers  which  accompany  this  note. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  your  lordship  that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  arrangement  between  the  two  governments  in  April,  1817,  which 
limited  their  naval  forces  on  the  lakes,  a  condition  of  things  like  the 
present  could  scarcely  have  been  anticipated.  The  purpose  clearly  was 
to  prevent  either  party  from  keeping  up  a  force  which  might  endanger 
the  other ;  thus  entailing  upon  both  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  more 
or  less  burdensome  armament.  It  certainly  did  not  contemplate  the 
possible  intervention  of  a  third  party,  ill-disposed  to  both,  which  should 
malignantly  avail  itself  of  the  known  provisions  of  the  compact  for  the 
purpose  of  working  certain  mischief  to  that  which  it  hated  the  most, 
and  possible  injury  even  to  the  other,  by  provoking  strife  between  the 
two.  Neither  could  it  have  foreseen  the  precise  position  in  which  her 
Majesty's  government  has  been  placed  by  recognizing  as  belligerents 
persons  capable  of  abusing  the  privileges  conceded  by  that  measure 
to  the  most  malicious  purposes.  In  view  of  these  extraordinary 
events,  against  the  recurrence  of  which  on  the  Canadian  side  no  provi- 
sion adequate  to  meet  the  immediate  exigency  seems  to  have  been  made 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  would  seem  to  be  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  the  United  States  to  provide  at  once  some  stringent  meas- 
ures. Inroads  by  marauding  ruffians  upon  the  population  of  the  United 
States  on  that  border  cannot  be  tolerated.  Among  the  papers  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  I  beg,  in  this  connection,  to  caU  to 
your  notice  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  directing  the  outfit 
of  two  steam  propellers — one  upon  Lake  Erie,  and  the  other  on  Lake 
Ontario — ^with  the  object  of  checking,  and  if  possible  suppressing,  depre- 
dations on  the  trade  or  attacks  upon  the  population  connected  with 
those  waters. 

In  consequence,  however,  of  the  later  outrage  perpetrated  at  St. 
Albans,  I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  preceding  measures  are  not  deemed 
by  any  means  adequate  to  answer  the  desired  purpose.  The  proceedings 
taken  together  are  regarded  as  deserving  of  further  and  prompt  action  on 
the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  to  avert  the  danger  of 
ultimate  conflict  upon  the  Canadian  borders.  It  gives  me  great  satis- 
faction to  be  able  to  acknowledge  to  your  lordship  that  the  Canadian 
executive  authority  has  thus  far  co-operated  with  my  government  in 
faithful  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  these  disturbers  of  the  public  peace 
to  due  account.  It  is  a  matter  of  certainty,  though  perhaps  not  suscep- 
tible of  judicial  proof,  that  all  movements  of  this  character  are  set  on 
foot  by  a  notorious  person  named  Jacob  Thompson,  who,  with  other  dis- 
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loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  is  temporarily  domiciled  in  Canada, 
and  furuislied  with  fands  by  his  coadjutors  at  home  for  these  iniquitous 
operations,  through  the  banking  institutions  of  that  province.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  feel  their  presence  and  their  activity  in  that  region  to 
be  a  constant  threat  against  the  safety  of  the  people  occupying  the 
entire  long  line  of  the  border.  I  am,  therefore,  with  great  regret, 
instructed  to  give  this  formal  notice  to  your  lordship,  that,  in  conformity 
with  the  treaty  reservation  of 'the  right  at  the  expiration  of  six  months 
from  the  date  of  this  note,  the  United  States  will  deem  themselves  at 
liberty  to  increase  the  naval  armament  upon  the  lakes,  if  in  their  judg- 
ment the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  quarter  shall  then  require  it. 

In  taking  this  step,  I  am  desired  to  assure  your  lordship  that  it  is 
resorted  to  only  as  an  indispensable  measure  to  the  national  defense ; 
and,  so  far  from  being  in  a  spirit  of  hostility,  that  it  springs  from  a  wish 
no  less  earnest  than  heretofore  to  preserve  the  most  friendly  relations 
with  Grreat  Britain.  I  take  pleasure  in  adding,  that  it  is  the  fixed  pur- 
pose of  my  government,  in  every  case,  to  direct  its  energies  to  the  pre- 
vention of  all  attempts  to  invade  the  British  territory,  whether  by  way 
of  retaliation  or  otherwise.  The  questions  that  grow  out  of  the  present 
anomalous  state  of  things  are  deemed  of  not  less  importance  to  the 
interests  of  her  Majesty's  possessions  than  they  are  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  failure  to  maintain  a  rigid  neutrality  on  tjie  Cana- 
dian border  at  this  day  may  become  a  fruitful  source  of  excuse  for  simi- 
lar delinquency  at  some  period  or  other  on  our  side  of  the  line  whenever 
the  temptation  may  arise.  It  is  not  for  my  government  to  indicate  the 
precise  means  to  be  adopted  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  insure  a 
more  perfect  observance  of  that  neutrality  on  her  side.  I  may,  however, 
be  permitted  to  suggest  on  its  behalf  an  opinion,  that  a  policy  similar  to 
that  which  was  inaugurated  under  circumstances  not  altogether  unlike, 
by  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  the  10th  March,  1838,  already  alluded 
to  in  the  early  part  of  this  note,  might  be  followed  with  advantage  to 
Great  Britain  in  the  American  provinces  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  struggle. 

I  should  fail,  however,  in  executing  the  whole  duty  imposed  upon  me, 
if  I  were  not  to  repeat  the  expression  of  the  sincere  conviction  of  my 
government,  that  practically  the  policy  of  neutrality  which  her  Majesty 
has  isroclaimed  has  failed,  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in  the 
colonies,  but  most  especially  in  the  latter ;  and,  moreover,  that  it  must 
continue  to  fail  more  conspicuously  every  day  so  long  as  an  asylum  is 
opened  there  to  active  emissaries  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  it  in  their  power  to  use,  by  means  fair  or  foul,  the  British  ports 
and  British  borders  as  a  base  for  felonious  depredations  of  every  descrip- 
tion against  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Neither  is  it  deemed  pos- 
sible to  arrive  at  any  remedy  adequate  to  meet  the  present  exigency, 
other  than  a  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  just  and 
exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and  all  the 
territor;^  heretofore  legally  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  government.  In 
the  use  of  the  word  exigency,  the  full  sense  of  its  effect  is  perfectly 
understood.  The  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  neighboring'British  pro- 
vinces are  as  sincerely  desired  on  its  part  as  they  can  be  by  Great 
Britain.  In  a  practical  sense  they  are  sources  of  wealth  and  influence 
for  the  one  country  only  in  a  less  degree  than  for  the  other,  though  the 
jurisdiction  appertain  only  to  the  latter.  That  this  is  the  sincere  con- 
viction of  my  government  has  been  proved  by  its  consent  to  enter  into 
relations  of  reciprocal  free  commerce  with  them  almost  as  intimate  as 
those  which  prevail  between  the  several  States  of  the  Union  themselves. 
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Thus  far  tlie  disposition  lias  been  to  remain  content  witli  those  relations 
under  any  and  all  circumstances,  and  that  disposition  will  doubtless 
continue;  provided,  ahvays,  that  the  amity  be  reciprocated,  and  that 
the  peace  and  harmony  on  the  border  indispensable  to  its  existence  be 
firmly  secured.  The  fulfillment  of  that  obligation  must  be,  however,  as 
your  lordship  cannot  fail  to  perceive  at  a  glance,  the  essential  and 
paramount  condition  of  the  preservation  of  the  compact.  Even  were  my 
government  to  profess  its  satisfaction  with  less,  it  must  be  apparent 
that,  by  the  very  force  of  circumstances,  peace  could  scarcely  be  expected 
to  continue  long  ia  a  region  where  no  adequate  security  should  be 
afforded  to  the  inhabitants  against  mutual  aggression  and  reprisal. 

Political  agitation,  terminating  at  times  in  civil  strife,  is  shown  by 
experience  to  be  incident  to  the  lot  of  mankind,  however  combined  in 
society.  ]!f either  is  it  an  evil  confined  to  any  particular  region  or  race. 
It  has  happened  heretofore  in  Canada,  and  what  is  now  a  scourge, 
afflicting  the  United  States,  may  be  likely  at  some  time  or  other  to  re- 
visit her.  In  view  of  these  very  obvious  possibilities  I  am  justructed 
respectfully  to  submit  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  question  whether 
it  would  not  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  establish  such  a  system  of  repres- 
sion now  as  might  prove  a  rock  of  safety  for  the  rapidly  multiplying 
population  of  both  countries  for  qll  future  time. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssbll,  <fec.,  (fee,  &o. 


Inclosures. 

1.  Mr.  Fessenden  to  Mr.  Seward,  September  23,  1864. 

2.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Fessenden,  September  SO,  1864. 

3.  General  Hitchcock  to  Mr.  Stanton,  (telegram,)  September  23, 1864. 

4.  Mr.  Fessenden  to  Mr.  Seward,  September  30,  1864. 

5.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley,  October  1, 1864. 

6.  Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  4, 1864. 

7.  Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward,  (three  inclosures,)  October  20, 1864. 

8.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley,  October  21, 1864. 

9.  Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  23,  1864. 

10,  Same  to  same,  October  23, 1864. 

11.  Colonel  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  26,  1864. 

12.  Major  Austin  to  G-en.  Dix,  October  23,  1864. 

13,  Governor  of  Vermont  to  Major  Austin,  (telegram,)  October  19, 
1864. 

[Inclosures  numbered  5,  6,  8,  9,  and  10,  are  printed  in  their  proper 
chronological  order  as  originals.] 


Fo.l, 
Mr.  Fessenden  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Treasury  Department, 

September  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  steam  propeller  has  been 
put  in  commission  as  a  revenue  vessel  to  cruise  on  the  lakes. 
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I  deem  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  with  this  fact,  in  view  of  any  treaty 
which  may  exist  on  this  subject. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

'  W.  P.  FESSEKDElf, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Seoreta/ry  of  State. 


No.  2. 

Mr.  Seward,  to  Mr.  Fessenden. 

Department  of  State, 

WasMngton,  September  30, 1864, 

Sir  :  I  jnclose  for  your  perusal  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  the  23d  instant 
from  General  Hitchcock  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  I  will  thank 
you  to  cause  to  be  returned  to  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Hon.  William  P.  Fessenden,      * 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  3. 

Major  General  Sitchcock  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

[Telegram.] 

Sandusky,  Ohio, 

September  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  take  upon  myself  to  express  an  opinion  that  the  safety  of  our 
commerce  on  the  lakes,  and  the  security  of  the  cities  along  the  lake 
shores,  makes  it  of  the  highest  importance,  if  not  an  indispensable  ne- 
cessity, that  the  government  should  have  several  armed  vessels  fully 
manned  to  prevent  the  rebels,  who  find  security  in  Canada,  from  seizing 
steamers  engaged  in  commerce  and  converting  them  into  war  vessels, 
with  a  few  of  which  they  may,  if  not  prevented,  do  us  incalculable  mis- 
chief. Ex-Secretary  Thompson  is  employed  in  Canada  in  setting  on  foot 
expeditions  of  the  most  dangerous  character. 

The  recent  seizure  of  the  two  steamers  in  this  vicinity  has,  indeed, 
terminated  disastrously  for  the  projectors  of  the  horrible  scheme ;  but 
the  demonstration  actually  made  is  a  suflcient  warning  to  induce  our 
government  to  take  immediate  measures  to  guard  against  a  repetition 
of  it.  It  wiU  be  but  an  act  of  self-defense,  and  from  the  disclosures 
made  by  Ooole,  now  in  arrest  at  Johnson's  Island,  earnestly  recommend 
that  no  time  be  lost  in  putting  afloat  armed  vessels  upon  Lake  Ontario, 
and  speedily  upon  the  upper  lakes  also.  I  suppose  we  are  engaged  in 
war  rendering  this  step  justifiable  under  the  treaty  of  eighteen  M;een, 
(1815,)  but  it  is  my  duty  to  speak  only  the  justifying  necessity  of  the 
case.  ^ 

C.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  General  Volunteers. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  - 

Secretary  of  War. 
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No.  4. 

Mr.  Fessenden  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Treasxtet  Depaetment, 

September  30, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date  transmitting  telegram  from  General  Hitchcock,  and  to  state 
that  this  department  has  this  day  chartered  the  steam  propeller  Hector, 
(at  Oswego,  New  York,)  for  revenue  cutter  ijurposes.    This  vessel, 
together  with  the  Winslow,  chartered  at  Buffalo  a  few  days  since,  will 
be  fitted  for  service  with  aU  possible  dispatch. 
The  telegram  is  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  WiLLiAJtt  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  7.' 

Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  67.]  United  States  Consxtlate  Geisteeal, 

Montreal,  Octoher  20, 1864. 
SiE :  Yesterday  afternoon,  just  after  I  had  left  the  consulate,  about 
half  past  6  o'clock,  the  evening  paper  was  shown  me,  and  my  notice 
directed  to  an  article  announcing  that  a  party  of  twenty  or  thirty  men 
had  attacked  St.  Albans,  Vermont;  had  robbed  the  banks  of  one  or  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars ;  had  also  stolen  sufficient  number  of  horses 
to  mount  them,  and  had  escaped  after  killing  several  citizens  and 
wounding  others.  I  could  not  credit  the  report,  and  immediately  tele- 
graphed to  G.  Merrill,  esq.,  superintendent  of  the  Vermont  Central 
railroad,  who  returned  reply  herewith  inclosed.  Judge  Aldis,  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Vermont,  the  gentleman  mentioned  in  the  telegram, 
arrived  here  at  11  o'clock  last  night:  Directly  he  arrived  we  proceeded 
to  the  house  of  the  chief  of  police,  and  made  request  that  he  would  send 
a  body  of  his  police  force  to  the  ttontiers,  and  arrest  all  suspicious  per- 
sons passing  into  Canada.  The  chief  declining  to  act  without  authority 
of  his  superior.  Judge  Coursol,  of  the  quarter  sessions  of  this  city,  and 
whose  jurisdiction  embraces  also  the  district  through  which  the  raiders 
must  pass  to  reach  Montreal,  invited  us  to  visit  the  judge  with  him  to 
obtain  his  consent.  Accordingly  we  proceeded  to  the  residence  of 
Judge  Coursol,  called  him  from  his  bed,  and  laid  the  object  of  our  visit 
before  hinu  After  some  consultation.  Judge  Coursol  decided  to  proceed 
to  St.  John's,  where  he  had  a  sergeant  of  special  frontier  police  and 
several  men,  taking  with  him  several  men  from  this  city  also,  and  to 
render  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  arrest  thie  raiders  if  they  attempted 
to  pass  into  Canada  on  the  cars,  either  at  St.  John's  or  beyond  it.  He 
•directed  the  chief  of  police  to  accompany  him,  and  assured  us  that  any- 
thing the  Canadian  authorities  could  do,  they  would,  and  most  cheerfully 
and  promptly  render  every  aid  possible  to  arrest  the  parties  concerned  in 
this  daring  attack,  to  rob  and  murder  the  peaceable  citizens  of  Vermont. 
This  morniug,  at  a  quarter  before  6,  they  took  the  cars  to  St.  John's. 
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Judge  Ooursol  informed  me  that  he  had  a  force  of  thirty  special  police 
distributed  along  the  frontier,  on  the  thoroughfares  and  other  places,  to 
arrest  deserters  from  the  regiments  stationed  at  Montreal  and  Quebec; 
that,  should  it  be  necessary,  he  would  call  in  all  his  force,  and  detail  as 
many  men  from  the  police  force  of  Montreal,  if  it  were  required.  While 
writing  this  dispatch,  a  telegram  was  brought  me,  directed  to  Judge 
Ooursol,  announcing  that  six  of  the  robbers  of  the  banks  of  St.  Albans 
were  arrested  at  Stanbridge;  and  a  few  minutes  after,  another  telegram 
from  Judge  Aldis,  who  returned  this  morning  with  the*  other  parties, 
stating  that  two  men  had  been  caught,  all  of  the  eight  having  large 
amounts  of  money  on  their  persons.  Among  the  number  arrested  was 
the  leader  of  this  raid.  The  details  of  this  outrage,  written  by  Judge 
Aldis,  who  was  jn  St.  Albans  when  the  raiders  made  the  attack,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  inclose,  together  with  the  telegram  received. 
The  promptness  with  which  Judge  Ooursol  and  the  chief  of  the  police 
have  responded  to  our  request  for  assistance ;  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
with  which  they  have  received  us ;  and  the  efficient  services  rendered, 
shows  the  determination  of  the  Oanadian  government  and  its  officials 
to  arrest  all  offenders  under  the  treaty  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  cordial  good  feeling  which  they  entertain  towards  our 
government.  I  beg  to  assure  the  department  that  everything  has  been 
done  by  the  officers  of  this  consulate  to  render  aU  possible  assistance  to 
the  citizens  of  Vermont. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THUESTON, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


During  the  past  two  or  three  days  a  number  of  persons,  in  all  about 
thirty,  came  to  St.  Albans  by  twos  and  threes,  in  the  different  trains,  and 
stopped  at  the  hotels.  They  were  dressed  Uke  ordinary  travelers,  and 
attracted  no  attention.  To-day,  (October  19,)  at  about  3  p.  m.,  and  at 
the  same  moment,  parties  of  five  each  entered  the  three  banks,  and 
armed  mth  revolvers,  which  they  presented  at  the  heads  of  the  cashier 
or  teller  who  were  in,  threatened  to  shoot  them  if  they  resisted  or  made 
any  noise,  and  demanded  the  money.  Eesistance  was  out  of  the  question, 
for  in  one  bank  only  the  cashier  was  in,  in  another  one  teller,  and  in  the 
third  two  tellers  only.  They  robbed  the  banks  of  what  money  they 
could  iind — the  vaults  and  safes  being  open — and  took  an  amount  in  all 
perhaps  $150,000  or  $200,000.  While  these  persons  were  robbing  the 
banks,  their  confederates  at  the  same  time  went  to  the  hotels  and  livery 
stables  and  seized  horses  in  order  therewith  to  escape  to  Oanada.  The 
whole  matter  was  transacted  within  less  than  hour.  Of  course,  in  seiz- 
ing the  horses  they  met  with  resistance,  for  this  had  to  be  done  openly, 
and  they  tired  a  half  dozen  shots  each  at  Mr.  Fuller,  the  livery  man,  and 
at  Mr.  Field,  the  keeper  of  the  American  hotel.  While  stealing  the 
horses  they  also  fired  at  Mr.  Morrison,  who  was  walking  along  peace- 
ably on  the  sidewalk  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  wounded 
him  in  the  groin,  it  is  feared  fatally.  They  also  shot  Mr.  Huntington, 
wounding  him  in  the  hip,  and  slightly  wounded  another.  As  soon  as 
they  had  got  together  horses  enough,  they  left  for  the  north,  taking  the 
road  by  way  of  Sheldon,  (where  it  is  supposed  they  intended  to  rob  the 
Missisquoi  bank,)  and  thence  probably  by  Franklin  to  Pigeon  Hill,  or  to 
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Frelighsburg,  in  Canada.  They  all  came  from  Canada,  so  far  as  their 
arrivals  can  be  traced.  On  the  plank  road,  about  a  mile  north  of  St. 
Albans,  they  shot  a  young  girl  by  the  roadside.  They  threatened  to 
burn  the  depot  and  other  buildings,  but  probably  felt  that  delays  were 
dangerous. 

There  was  scarcely  a  gun  or  pistol  in  the  village;  but  in  about  half 
an  hour  after  they  left,  twelve  or  fifteen  of  our  citizens,  who  succeeded 
in  getting  guns,  went  in  pursuit  of  them.  When  about  half  way  to 
Sheldon,  they  were  heard  of  as  being  within  about  a  mile  of  the  robbers. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  they  were  overtaken  there. 

Some  of  the  leaders  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  commit  no  greater 
outrages  than  robbing  the  banks ;  others  seemed  to  be  desperadoes — 
wretches  ready  for  any  crime,  and  bent  on  wanton  murder. 

The  banks  have  offered  a  reward  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 


[Vermont  and  Boston  Telegraph  Company — Office  38  St.  Francois  Xayier  street.] 

Montreal,  Ocidb&r  19, 1864. 
(By  telegraph  fcom  St.  Alhans,  Vermont.) 

Judge  Aldis  left  here  on  express  train  to-night  for  Montreal.  The 
raiders,  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  men,  have  collected  here  within  a 
few  days..  Had  evidently  laid  their  plans;  simultaneously  entered  and 
robbed  the  three  banks  of  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  thousaiid 
dollars :  seized  horses  and  saddles  enough  to  mount  the  party,  shooting 
all  persons  who  resisted,  and  started  for  Sheldon,  probably  to  rob  the 
bank  there,  and  then  escape  to  Canada.  They  were  pursued  by  a  party 
of  citizens,  on  horseback,  armed. 

G-.  MBERILL,  Superintendent. 

D.  Thurston, 

United  States  Viee-Gonsul  General. 


[Vermont  and  Boston  Telegraph  Company — Office  38  St.  Franfois  Xavier  street.] 

Montreal,  October  20, 1864. 
( By  telegraph  from  St.  Albans.) 

To  David  Thurston,  Vice-Consul: 

"We  have  arrested  two  of  the  robbers  on  this  side  of  the  line,  and  have 
them  in  jail,  with  considerable  money  on  their  persons.  Six  more  have 
been  taken  at  Stanbridge,  or  Prelighsburg,  among  them  their  leader, 
and  about  $50,000  of  the  money.  The  whole  country  both  sides  of  the 
line  is  alive  with  zeal  to  arrest  them.  Our  governor,  too,  much  pleased 
to  hear  the  Canadian  authorities  so  prompt. 

A.  O.  ALDIS. 


No.  11. 

Colonel  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  East, 

New  Yorh  City,  October  26, 1864. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  Major  General  Dix,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
to  you  the  accompanying  copies  of  report  of  the  acting  assistant  provost 
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marslial  general  at  Brattleboro',  "Vermont,  having  reference  to  the  St. 
Albans  raid. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully.your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T,  VAJSr  BUREN. 


No.  12. 
[Extract  of  report  from  Major  Austine  to  General  Dix.] 

Provost  MAnsHAi's  Office, 
Battleboro',  Vermont,  October  23, 1864, 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  the  inclosed  telegram  at  7 
p.  m.,  on  the  19th  instant.  At  once  I  collected  about  a  hundred  con- 
valescents and  thirty  of  the  Vermont  reserve  corps,  with  two  officers 
from  the  general  hospital  here,  and  left  at  9  p.  m.,  (the  earliest  train  to 
be  had,)  arriving  at  St.  Albans  (the  place  of  residence  of  the  governor, 
a  distance  of  two  hundred  mUes)  at  8  o'clock  the  next  morning.  I  found 
that  about  4  p.  m.  the  previous  day  about  twenty-flve  men  from  Canada, 
armed  with  two  revolvers,  each,  had  suddenly  entered  the  three  banks 
of  the  town  and  robbed  them  of  over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
mortally  wounding  one  citizen  and  seriously  wounding  another ;  they 
then  seized  a  number  of  horses  and  made  their  escape,  the  whole  affair 
occupying  less  than  half  an  hour.  The  citizens  were  utterly  paralyzed 
by  the  boldness  and  suddenness  of  the  attack.  Soon  after  an  ex-captain 
of  volunteers,  with  a  few  citizens,  started,  mounted,  in  pursuit.  The 
robbers,  in  their  retreat,  tried  to  enter  the  bank  at  Sheldon,  but  were 
unsuccessful.  In  both  places  they  made  abortive  attempts  to  burn  the 
buUdings.  They  were  pursued  into  Canada.  After  reaching  the  fron- 
tier, supposing  themselves  safe,  they  became  less  vigilant,  and  up  to 
this  date  some  twelve  of  them  have  been  captured  and  lodged  in  Canada 
jaUs.  About  seventy-five  thousand  doUars  were  recovered.  iNo  officer 
or  soldier  of  our  government  violated  any  of  the  laws  existing  between 
the  two  countries.  The  telegram  to  the  governor  from  your  headquar- 
ters, forwarded  by  a  messenger  from  St.  Albans  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Burton,  (late  11th  Yermont,  acting  under  State  orders,)  was  received  by 
the  ex-captain  about  the  time  he  had  completed  the  pursuit.  Finding 
that  they  were  aU  in  Canada,  and  had  dispersed,  and  that  the  Canadian 
authorities  had  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  I  deemed  it  useless  to  proceed 
with  the  men  to  the  Hue.  Learntag  that  some  of  the  robbers  were  pro- 
ceeding towards  St.  John's,  I  sent  Major  Barstow,  a  discreet  ex-officer 
of  the  8th  Vermont,  (acting  under  State  authority,)  there  to  confer 
with  the  major  relative  to  their  arrest.  The  authorities  ov  er  the  line 
have  shown  every  disposition  to  capture  the  robbers,  and  at  aU  the  inter- 
views with  our  officials  I  learn  that  they  have  been  very  cour  teous  and 
weU  disposed. 

Certaia  deserters  of  the  Vermont  regiments  are  supposed  to  be  among 
the  robbers ;  in  fact,  one  was  recognized  by  a  soldier  on  furlough  in  the 
town. 

I  strongly  recommend  to  the  select  men  of  the  border  towns  to  at 
once  organize  all  the  able-bodied  men,  with  a  suitable  chief,  for  local 
protection,  each  man  to  receive  a  musket  and  ammunition.  Many  towns 
have  adopted  the  plan,  and  the  governor  promises  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendation. He  has  an  abundance  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  distri- 
bution. Prom  all  I  can  learn,  deserters  and  confederates  made  up  the 
party,  under  instructions  from  active  rebel  agents  in  Canada,  and  I  shall 
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not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  other  outrages  along  the  line  before  the  presi- 
dential election  comes  off.  The  decision  of  the  Canadian  authorities  in 
the  present  cases  will  be  of  great  importance  to  the  rebels  in  their  midst 
as  to  future  operations. 

The  governor  has  grave  apprehensions  as  to  the  future  peace  of  the 
frontier,  considering  the  great  number  of  deserters  and  rebels  now  near 
the  line,  and  is  exceedingly  anxious  for  as  much  military  protection  as 
the  government  can  afford  at  the  present  time. 

W.  AIJSTLNE, 
Major  United  States  Army, 
Assistant  AdjutoMt  Provost  Marshal  General 

and  Military  Commander. 

Hbadquabters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  Yoric  City,  October  26, 1864. 
Official: 

D.  T.  YAE  BIIREN, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

EespectfoUy  furnished  for  information  of  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

JOHI^r  A.  DIX, 

Major  General  Commanding. 


Ko.  13. 

The  Governor  of  Vermont  to  Major  Av^tine. 
[Telegram.] 

To  Major  Austine,  Brattlebord' : 

MoNTPBLiEE,  Vermont,  October  19, 1864. 
Send  here  aU  your  available  force  armed  and  with  ordnance  stores, 
by  special  train  at  once.    Order  the  express  train  to  let  them  through, 
Eebels  have  invaded  St.  Albans,  have  robbed  all  the  bani:s,  and  killed 
several  citizens.    Don't  delay. 

J.  G.  SMITH, 
Governor  of  Vermont. 
Official : 

D.  T.  VA2i5"  BUREIvr, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Ko.  1164.J  Department  op  State,  y 

Washington,  November  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  inclosed  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  25th  instant,  from 
the  War  Department,  is  transmitted  to  you  with  a  view  to  a  proper  rep- 
resentation being  addressed  by  you  to  Earl  Eussell  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject to  which'it  chiefly  relates,  namely,  the  existence  and  movements  of 
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an  organized  body  of  enemies  of  tlie  United  States  at  Marysburg,  in 
Prince  Edward's  County,  Canada, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <&e.,  &c. 

[For  inclosures  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  840, 
December  22,  1864,  jjost] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons, 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  November  29,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  communication  of  the  25th  instant,  from  the  War  Department, 
giviag  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  22d  instant  from  Major  General  Dix,  in 
regard  to  the  existence  of  a  military  organization  of  insurgent  fagitives 
from  the  United  States  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <fec.,  dc,  &c. 

[For  inclosures  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  840, 
December  22, 1864,  jpos*.] 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHmGTON,  December  5, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  to  you  of  the  23d  ultimo,  relative  to 
the  alleged  schemes  of  so-called  confederate  agents  in  Canada  against 
the  United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 

For  LOED  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <!&c.,  c6e.,  &c. 


Viscount  MoncTc  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Quebec,  November  30, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  excel- 
lency's dispatch  of  November  23,  and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  the  alleged 
schemes  of  so-called  confed-erates  in  Canada  against  the  United  States, 
and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the  matter  shall  receive 
the  earnest  attention  of  the  government  of  Canada. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons,  cfcc,  (fee,  dsc. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1183.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  6, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  intercepted  correspondence, 
which  will  be  found  to  support  the  protests  you  have  been  instructed  to 
offer  to  her  Majesty's  government  against  the  use  of  the  British  provinces 
on  our  border  as  a  base  for  aggression,  robbery,  and  murder. 

The  original  papers  are  in  my  hands.  We  know  that  they  are  genu- 
ine. You  will  use  them  as  shall  seem  expedient.  They  are  preceded  by 
extracts  from  a  report  of  Major  General  Augur,  by  whom  the  bearer  of 
the  illicit  correspondence  was  arrested.  That  report  describes  the  in- 
tercepted correspondence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <&c.,  (&e. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washin&ton, 

22d  Army  Corps, 
Washington,  D.  G.,  November  12,  1864. 

In  conjunction  with  Colonel  Wells  I  have  examined  the  papers  found 
upon  his  person,  and  herewith  transmit  them  for  the  consideration  of 
the  War  Department.  They  are  as  follows,  viz:  Two  envelopes 
and  inclosures.  The  first  of  these  envelopes  has  no  address  writ- 
ten upon  It,  but  bears  upon  its  reverse  a  seal  in  red  wax,  impressed 
apparently  by  an  ordinary  signet-ring.  Though  the  wax  has  been  some- 
what broken,  the  letters  C.  C.  C,  jr.,  or  the  main  portions  thereof,  can  be 
made  out.  This  envelope  contains  two  inclosures.  The  first  is  a  letter 
upon  a.single  sheet  of  white  note-paper,  of  a  very  thin  description,  like 
the  envelope  which  contains  it.  This  letter  is  dated  St.  Catharine's, 
Canada  West,  and  is  addressed  to  "  My  Dear  Ginnie."  It  is  also  marked 
No.  20  at  its  head,  but  has  no  signature.  At  the  bottom  of  the  fourth 
page  is  a  sort  of  postscript,  marked  H.  L.  C,  and  urging  that  an  imme- 
diate answer  should  be  sent.  There  is  also  posted  at  the  head  of  the 
note  at  "Personal,"  cut  from  some  newspaper,  addressed  to  "Mrs.  Caro- 
line V.  Tracy,"  and  signed  "  T.  E.  Lacy." 

The  secondjinclosurein  this  envelope  is  a  letter  written  upon  one  and  a 
half  sheet  of  thin  blue  letter-paper,  also  dated  at "  St.  Catharine's,  Canada 
West,  Novefiiber  1,"  addressed  to  the  "Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  secretary 
of  state,  Richmond,  Va."  It  relates  to  the  recent  attack  upon  St.  Albans, 
Vermont;  and  also  to  one  Captain  Cole,  a  rebel  offtcer,  captured  on  the 
United  States  steamer  Michigan,  and  appeals  to  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment to  recognize  and  acknowledge  the  acts  of  these  parties.  This 
first  envelope  and  its  two  inclosures  I  have  markedletter  A.  The  second 
envelope  is  also  of  thin  white  paper,  but  bears  neither  seal  nor  address. 
It  contains  three  inclosures;  first  a  thin  piece  of  blank' blue  paper  cover- 
ing two  letters.  The  first  of  these  letters  is  dated  "  October  31, 1864/' 
without  the  name  of  the  place  at  which  it  was  written.  It  is  addressed 
at  the  top,  "  My  Own  Dearest,"  and  is  signed,  "Your  devoted  husband," 
but  without  the  name  of  the  writer. 

This  letter,  as  well  as  its  companion  in  the  same  envelope,  is  written 
upon  thin  blue  letter-paper,  precisely  like  that  contained  in  the  envelope 
4  A  c— VOL.  n 
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marked  A.  The  other  letter  in  this  second  envelope  bears  neither  date 
nor  address  at  the  top,  but  is  headed,  "  Extract  from  the  proposition  of 

,  sent  forward."    It  relates  to  the  proposition  of  a  party  in  the 

United  States  to  furnish  provisions  for  the  rebel  army,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi Eiver,  and  at  places  within  General  Butler's  department.  The 
second  envelope  and  its  inclosures  I  have  marked  B. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  0.  AUGUR, 
Major  General  Oomifanding. 
Hon.  B..M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Copied  &om  a  pressed  Copy  that  is  in  many  places  illegible.] 
A. 
fl864^]S"o.  20.] 
St.  CATHARtNE's,  C.  W.,  Tuesday,  Ifovember  1. 

[Printed  advertisement  parted  on.] 

Mrs.  Cakoltne  V.  Tracy,  care  of  Major  Cowan,  Macon,  G-a^ ;  Don't  sail  or 
join  me  unless  Lawsori  says  I  must  stay.  I  hope  to  return  In  Ifovember.  I  have 
written  weeily.    None  from  you  since  June  30.    Have  seen  Jennie. 

T.  E.  LACT. 
(Richmond  EncLXiirer  and  Macon  Telegraph  please  copy.) 

My  Dear  Ginnib  :  I  am  disappointed,  mortified,  and  distressed,  and 
almost  dead  this  morning  at  receiving  not  one  line  from  you  or  any  kin 
in  Dixie.  It  is  8  o'clock  a.  m.  I  arose  an  hour  ago,  dressed,  and  went 
to  the  post  office  for  letters,  as  our  maU  from  Halifax  was  due.  I  returned 
with  three  for  Bev.  Tucker,  from  his  wife,  of  13th,  20th,  and  30th  ult., 
one  from  his  daughter,  and  two  from  friends — six  letters  from  home;  and 
thus  it  has  been  ever  since  I  reached  here.  He  gets  his  regular  mail, 
with  three  or  more  letters  from  his  wife  and  as  many  from  others.  I've 
received  one  letter  from  Lawson  and  two  from  you  since  I  reached 
Canada,  the  last  dated  30th  June.  These  are  all  I  have  got  since  in 
Canada ;  and  six  letters  from  you  since  leaving  you  six  months  ago  are 
all  ever  received.  Now,  am  I  not  encouraged  to  write  and  to  write  often 
by  tender  appeals  or  monitions  for  intelligence  of  me  ?  Am  I  not  repaid 
for  writing  regiilarly  every  week  or  ten  days  to  you,  determined  to  take 
every  chance  of  communicating  with  you  ?  The  only  thing  I  have 
heard  from  you,  save  through  others,  since  yours  of  30th  June,  which 
reached  me  15th  September,  was  your  personal  of  20th  September,  which 
reached  me  at  Quebec,  where  I  had  gone  on  business  on  13th  December. 
I  immediately  inclosed  to  Jennie  my  answer  to  it  and  $10  to  pay  for 
yours  and  mine.  It  will  not,  however,  appear  in  the  News  till  29th 
October.  I  know  not  what  was  then  addressed  to  Caroline  Tracy.  I 
inclose  it ;  but  you  wUl  get  it  and  understand.  I  have  also  since  sent 
a  personal  to  Colonel  H.  L.  Clay,  which  I  hope  he  and  you  will  see,  in- 
quiring, "Can  I  return  at  once  ?  If  not,  let  my  wife  come  to  me  by 
flag-of -truce  boat,  via  Washington  City,  if  she  can ;  but  not  otherwise." 
I  was  surprised  and  distressed  by  your  personal.  As  I  told  you,  the 
president  did  not  expect  me  to  stay  longer'  than  the  early  part  of  this 
month,  and  you  knew  it  would  require  quite  a  month,  under  favorable 
circumstances,  to  get  to  me.  I  could  not  understand  why  you  should 
come  to  me  to  go  back  immediately.  I  inferred  either  that  you  had 
learned  I  was  to  stay  aU  winter,  or  that  you  did  not  hear  from  me,  or 
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that  some  fresh  affliction  had  come  upon  you,  that  made  you  feel  like 
flying  to  me  for  comfort.  Oh,  what  anxiety  and  suspense  I  have  endured ! 
Money  cannot  conpensate  for  it.  If  I  could  only  have  had  a  personal 
every  two  weeks  of  about  two  words  only — all  well — I  should  have  been 
quite  cheerfal.  As  it  is,  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  condition  of  her  I  love 
best,  whether  li^dng  or  dead,  sick  or  well,  in  comfort  or  in  want,  con- 
tented or  miserable,  I  cannot  but  feel  disquieted  and  anxious,  and  rather 
unhappy.  God  grant  you  and  all  my  dear  kin  life,  health,  comfort,  and 
content,  until  we  meet  again  on  earth,  is  my  daily  and  nightly  prayer. 

I  sent  you  immediately  after  getting  your  letter  by  Bev.  Tucker  all  the 
articles  you  wrote  for,  and  several  more  for  yourself,  dear  Lestia,  and 
Matt.  They  reached  Halifax,  were  Sent  by  the  Ellen,  which  got  into 
the  port  of  WUmington,  and  I  therefore .  trust  have  been  long  since 
delivered  to  you  by  the  express  company,  by  whom  they  were  to  be 
carried  thence.  I  also  sent  a  magnificent  fan,  a  present  from  George 
K  Sanders,  and  two  very  superior  pairs  of  winter  shoes,  some  six  or 
eight  weeks  since.  I  again  sent  you,  about  two  weeks  ago,  a  iiackage 
of  flannel,  Balmoral,  dresses,  stockings,  gloves,  collars,  cuffs,  &c.,  among 
them  the  best  black  silk  I  could  find  here.  Accompanying  each  I  have 
written  to  you  at  length.  The  last  was  the  most  valuable  of  the  pack- 
ages sent.  I  hope  you  have  got  them  all  and  enjoy  them  very  much. 
Some  of  these  last  articles  were  for  dear  Lestia,  as  you  will  see,  if  they 
ever  reach  you.  I  shall  send  this  by  an  underground  railroad,  addressed 
to  Lawson,  who  will  open,  read,  and  forward  to  you  forthwith.  I  hope, 
too,  if  in  Georgia,  he  will  telegraph  you,  on  receipt  of  letter,  that  he  has  it, 
that  they  are  well,  and  that  he  has  forwarded  it  by  express  ;  for  I  mistrust 
the  mails.  My  health  continues  very  good,  notwithstanding  my  anxiety 
and  distress,  and  I  certainly  look  better  than  for  many  years.    I  intend, 

if  am  not  instructed  to  remain,  to  leave  here  for  Halifax  by  the 

instant  at  farthest,  and  to  try  my  best  to  get  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 
But  Wilmington  is  so  closely  blockaded  now  tha  it  is  very  hard  to  get 
in,  and  I  may  be  captured  in  trying  to  do  so ;  and  if  Fisher  and  Caswell 
are  taken,  or  the  enemy  get  over  the  bar  with  war  vessels,  I  may  have 

to  go  to  Galveston,  Texas,  or  even  to ,  and  across  the  Eio  Grande, 

which  may  require  some  months  ere  you  can  hear  from  me. '  I  think  I 
shall  try  Wilmington,  if  any  blockade  runner  ventures  in  after  I  get  to 
Halifax.  If  it  is  desired  that  I  stay  here  through  the  winter,  you  must 
try  and  get  a  safe  conduct  and  come  to  me  by  flag  of  truce  through  the 
United  States.  I  cannot  endure  the  thought  of  living  till  spring  without 
you.  I  trust  I  shall  get  an  answer  to  my  personal  to  Lawson  from  him 
saying,  "  You  can  return,'"  or  "  You  must  stay,"  so  as  to  settle  my  purpose. 
Jake  says  he  will  stay  till  March;  but  I  won't,  unless  desired  by  the 
President.  'Something  may  turn  up  to  change  my  views.  I  trust  Law- 
son  wiU  receive  this  by  the  bearer,  sealing  it  as  this  is,  so  as  to  show  if 
it  has  been  tampered  with.  I  write  on  this  thin  paper,  and  put  in^as  thin 
an  envelope,  and  sealf  with  a  friend's  seal,  (C.  0.  0.,  Jr.)  Let  Lawson 
say  what  seal  he  puts  on  the  answer,  and  urge  the  secretary  to  give  the 
bearer  their  answers  as  soon  as  possible.  L.'s  answer  need  not  be  signed 
by  him,  and  may  be  addressed  to  Bevins  GUes,  St.  Catharine's,  C.  W. 
Kow,  I  am  sure  you  have  written  to  me  at  least  twice  a  month.  Try 
now  personals  and  letters  one  page  long,  by  flag  of  truce,  to  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Coxe,  (wife  of  our  friend,)  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  sign  your  name 
distinctly,  Caroline  V.  Tracy,  so  that  Mrs.  Coxe  may  know  who  you  are. 
"\Yith  love  to  you  and  my  kin  and  servants,  (1)  and  invoking  God's  bless- 
ing on  you  all,  I  am,  as  ever,  yours,  with  more  love  and  reverence  than 
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should  be  given  to  any  earthly  creature.    Farewell — I  hope  not  a  long 
farewell — my  precious,  darling  Ginuie. 

H.  L.  C. : 

Hand  the  within  as  directed  immediately,  and  send  answer  of  secretary 
within  twenty -four  hours  from  delivery.  v 


St.  Cathakine's,  0.  W.,  November  1,  1864. 
Sir  :  Tou  have  doubtless  learned  through  the  press  of  the  United 
States  of  the  raid  on  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  by  about  twenty-five  confed- 
erate soldiers,  nearly  all  of  them  escaped  prisoners,  led  by  Lieutenant 
Bennett  H.  Young ;  of  their  attempt  and  failure  to  burn  the  town,  and 
of  the  robbery  of  three  banks  there  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  about 
$180,000 ;  of  their  arrest  in  Canada  by  United  States  forces,  their  com- 
mitment, and  the  pending  preliminary  trial.  There  are  twelve  or  four- 
teen of  the  twenty-five  who  have  been  arrested,  and  who  are  now  in 
prison  at  Montreal,  where  the  trial  for  commitment  for  extradijbipn  is 
now  progressing.  A  letter  from  Hon.  J.  J.  M.  Abbott,  the  leading  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoners,  dated  Montreal,  28th  October,  says  to  me :  "  We" 
(prisoners'  counsel)  "  all  think  it  quite  clear  that  the  fects  will  not  just- 
ify a  commitment  for  extradition  under  the  law  as  it  stands;  and  we  con- 
ceive the  strength  of  our  position  to  consist  in  the  documents  we  hold 
establishing  the  authority  of  the  raiders  from  the  Confederate  States 
government.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  authority  might  be  made 
more  explicit  than  it  is,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  particular  acts  com- 
plained of;  and  I  presume  the  confederate  government  wHl  consider  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  recognize  officially  the  acts  of  Lieutenant  Young  and 
his  party,  and  will  find  naeans  to  convey  such  recognition  to  the  prison- 
ers here  in  such  a  form  as  can  be  proven  before  our  courts.  If  this  were 
accompanied  or  followed  by  a  demand  upon  our  government  that  the 
prisoners  be  set  at  liberty,  I  think  a  good  effect  would  be  produced., 
although,  probably,  the  application  would  not  be  received  by  the  author- 
ities. There  wiU  be  at  least  a  fortnight's  time,  and  probably  more, 
expended  in  the  examination  of  witnesses,  so  that  there  will  be  plenty 
of  time  for  anything  that  may  be  thought  advisable  to  be  done  in  behalf 
of  the  prisoners."  I  met  Mr.  Young  at  Halifax,  on  my  way  here,  in  May 
last.  He  showed  me  letters  from  men  whom  I  knew  by  reputation  to  be 
true  friends  of  State  rights,  and  therefore  of  southern  independence, 
vouching  for  his  integrity  as  a  man,  his  piety  as  a  Christian,  and  his  loy- 
alty as  a  soldier  of  the  South.  After  satisfying  me  that  his  heart  was 
with  us  in  our  struggle,  and  that  he  had  suffered  imprisonment  for  many 
months  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederate  States,  from  which  he  had  escaped, 
he  developed  his  plans  for  retaliating  some  of  the  injuries  and  outrages 
inflicted  upon  the  South.  I  thought  them  feasible  and  fully  warranted 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore  recommended  him  and  his  plans  to 
the  secretary  of  war.  He  was  sent  back  by  the  secretary  of  war  with  a 
commission  as  second  lieutenant,  to  execute  his  plans  and  purposes,  but 

report  to  Hon.  —  and  myself.    We  prevented  his  achieving  or 

attempting  what  I  am  sure  he  could  have  done  for  us,  and  which  may  be 
fully  explained  hereafter.  Finally,  disappointed  in  his  original  purpose, 
and  in  all  the  subsequent  enterprises  projected,  he  purposed  to  return  to 
the  Confederate  States,  via  Halifax,  but  passing  through  the  New  Eng- 
land States  and  burning  some  towns  and  robbing  them  of  whatever  he 
could  convert  to  the  use  of  the  confederate  government. 
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This  I  approved  as  justifiable  retaliation.  He  attempted  to  burn  the 
town  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  and  would  have  succeeded  but  for  the  fail- 
ure of  the  chemical  preparations  with  which  he  was  armed.  Believing 
the  town  was  already  fired  in  several  places,  and  must  be  destroyed,  he 
then  robbed  the  banks  of  all  the  funds  he  could  find,  amounting  to  more 
than  $200,000.  That  he  was  not  prompted  by  selfish  or  mercenary 
motives,  and  that  he  did  not  intend  to  convert  the  funds  taken  to  his 
own  use,  but  to  that  of  the  Confederate  States,  I  am  as  weU  satisfied  as 
I  am  that  he  is  an  honest  man,  a  true  soldier,  and  patriot ;  and  no  one 
who  knows  htm  will  question  his  title  to  this  character.  He  assured  me, 
before  going  on  the  raid,  that  his  efforts  would  be  to  destroy  towns  and 
farm-houses,  not  to  plunder  or  rob  ;  but,  he  said,  if,  after  firing  a  town, 
he  saw  he  could  take  funds  from  a  bank,  or  anything  which  might  inflict 
injury  on  the  enemy  and  benefit  his  own  government,  he  would  do  so. 
He  added,  most  emphatically,  that  whatever  he  took  should  be  turned 
over  to  the  government  or  its  representatives  in  foreign  lands.  My 
instructions  to  him,  oft-repeated,  were,  "  to  destroy  whatever  was  valu- 
able— ^not  to  stop  to  rob ;  but  if,  after  firing  a  town,  he  cordd  seize  and 
carry  off  money  or  treasury  or  bank  notes,  he  had  a  right  to  do  so,  upon 
condition  that  they  were  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Con- 
federate States."  That  they  wereuot  delivered  according  to  his  promise 
and  intention  was  owing,  I  am  sure,  to  the  failure  of  his  chemical  com- 
pound to  fire  the  town,  and  to  the  capture  of  himself  and  men  on  Cana- 
dian soil,  where  being  surprised  and  overpowered  by  superior  numbers 
from  the  United  States.  On  showing  me  his  commission  and  his  instruc- 
tions from  Mr.  Seddon,  which  were  of  course  vague  and  indefinite,  he  said 
he  was  authorized  to  do  all  the  damage  he  could  to  the  enemy  in  the  way 
of  retaliation.  If  this  be  true,  it  seems  to  me  the  Confederate  States  gov- 
ernment should  not  hesitate  to  avow  his  act  was  fally  authorized  as  war- 
rantable retaliation.  If  the  government  do  not  assume  the  responsibility 
of  this  raid,  I  think  Lieutenant  Young  and  his  men  wiU  be  given  up  to 
the  United  States  authorities.  If  so,  I  fear  the  exasperated  and  alarmed 
people  of  Yermont  will  excite  cruel  and  summary  vengeance  upon  them 
before  they  reach  the  prison  of  St.  Albans. 

The  sympathies  of  nine-tenths  of  the  Canadians  are  with  Young  and 
his  men — a  majority  of  all  the  newspapers  justify  or  excuse  his  act  as 
merely  retaliation — and  they  desire  only  the  authority  of  the  Confede- 
rate. States  government  for  it  to  resist  their  extradition.  The  reftisal  of 
extradition  is  fuUy  warranted  by  the  like  course  of  the  United  States 
in  many  cases  cited  lately  in  the  Canadian  papers,  which  I  cannot  now 
repeat,  but  which  you  can  readily  find.  The  refusal  of  extradition  would 
be  of  a  salutary  political  influence,  it  is  thought,  both  in  the  British  pro- 
vinces and  in  England.  T  cannot  now  explain  why.  I  trust,  therefore, 
for  the  sake  not  only  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  attempted  this  daring 
exploit,  which  has  caused  a  panic  throughout  the  United  States  border- 
ing on  Canada,  and  the  organization  of  forces  to  resist,  as  well  as  the 
arbitrary  and  tyrannous  order  of  General  Dix  touching  the  coming  presi- 
dential election,  but  for  the  sake  of  our  cause  and  country,  that  the 
President  will  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  act  of  Lieutenant  Ben- 
nett H.  Young,  and  that  you  will  signify  it  in  such  form  as  will  entitle 
it  to  admission  as  evidence  in  the  pending  trial. 

I  send  the  special  messenger  who  bears  this  that  your  answer  may  be 
brought  back  by  him  within  ten  days,  or  by  the  11th  instant.  The  final 
judgment  can  and  will  be  postponed  for  the  action  of  the  Confederate 
States  government  as  long  as  possible — certainly  for  ten  days. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  case  of 
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Captain  Charles  H.  Cole,  another  escaped  prisoner  of  General  Forrest's 
command,  who  was  taken  about  six  weeks  since  in  the  Michigan,  (the 
federal  war  steamer  on  Lake  Erie,)  and  is  charged  with  an  attempt  at 
piracy,  (for  attempting  to  capture  the  vessel,)  with  being  a  spy,  «&c. 
The  fact  is,  that  he  projected  and  came  very  near  executing  a  plan  for 
the  capture  of  that  vessel  and  the  rescue  of  the  prisoners  on  Johnson's 
Island.  He  failed  only  because  of  the  return  of  the  captain  (Carter)  of 
the  Michigan  a  day  sooner  than  expected,  and  the  betrayal  (in  conse- 
quence of  C.'s  return)  of  the  entire  plot.  The  only  plausible  ground  for 
charging  him  with  being  a  spy  is  that  he  was  in  Sandusky,  on  Johnson's 
Island,  and  on  the  Michigan  frequently,  without  having  on  his  person 
the  confederate  uniform,  but  wearing  the  dress  of  a  private  citizen.  Mr. 

; —  and  I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  commandant  at  Johnson's 

Island,  protesting  against  his  being  treated  as  a  spy,  for  the  following 
reasons :  "  That  he  was  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  as  a  pris- 
oner against  his  consent;  that  he  escaped  by  changing  his  garb;  that 
he  had  no  confederate  uniform  when  he  visited  Sandusky,  Johnson's 
Island,  and  the  Michigan ;  that  he  did  not  visit  them  as  an  emissary  from 
the  Confederate  States ;  that,  whatever  he  conceived,  he  had  not  exe- 
cuted anything ;  that  he  had  conveyed  no  information  to  his  govern- 
ment, and  did  not  contemplate  conveying  any  information  to  the  gov; 
ernment."  His  trial  has  been  postponed.  I  know  not  why,  or  for  what 
time.  His  exchange  should  be  proposed,  and  notice  given  that  any  pun- 
ishment inflicted  on  him  will  be  retaliated  upon  an  officer  of  equal  rank. 
He  is  a  very  brave  and  daring  soldier,  and  patriotic,  and  deserves  the 
protection  of  his  government. 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  14th  June,  to  the  President  25th  June,  and  to 
you  on  11th  August  and  12th  September  last.    I  trust  you   received 

those  letters.    Mr. (who  I  see  has  gotten  into  the  Confederate 

States)  has  doubtless  explained  things  here.  I  have  never  received  a 
line  from  you  or  any  person  excepting  my  brother  at  Richmond.  I  have. 
not  changed  the  views  expressed  in  my  former  communications.  AU  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  northern  people,  especially  in  the  northwest,  want 
to  resist  the  despotism  at  Washington  is  a  leader.  They  are  ripe  for 
resistance,  and  it  may  come  soon  after  the  presidential  election.  At  all 
events  it  must  come,  if  our  armies  are  not  overcome  and  destroyed  or 
dispersed.  'No  people  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood  can  long  endure  the 
usurpations  and  tyrannies  of  Lincoln.  Democrats  are  more  hated  by 
modern  republicans  than  southern  rebels,  and  will  be  as  much  outraged 
and  persecuted  if  Lincoln  is  re-elected.  They  must  yield  to  a  cruel  and 
disgraceful  despotism  or  fight.    They  feel  it  and  know  it. 

I  do  not  see  that  I  can  achieve  anything  by  remaining  longer  in  this 
province ;  and,  unless  instructed  to  stay,  shall  leave  here  by  the  20th 
instant  for  Halifax,  and  take  my  chances  for  runrdng  the  blockade.  If 
I  am  to  stay  till  spring,  I  wish  my  wife  to  join  me,  under  flag  of  truce, 
if  possible.  I  am  afraid  to  risk  a  winter's  residence  in  this  latitude  and 
climate. 

I  need  not  sign  this ;  the  bearer  and  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed 
can  identify  me ;  but  I  see  no  reason  why  your  response  should  not  be 
signed  and  sealed,  so  as  to  make  it  serviceable  as  suggested  in  respect 
to  the  St.  Albans  raid.  A  statement  of  prisoners'  counsel  has  been  sent 
by  way  of  Halifax  and  Wilmington,  but  it  may  never  reach  you,  or  not 
in  time  for  the  deliverance  of  the  prisoners.  This  is  my  chief  reason  for 
sending  this  by  one  I  think  I  can  trust. 

Please  reply  promptly,  and  start  the  messenger  back  as  soon  as  possi- 
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ble.    He  will  explain  the  character  of  his  mission.    Send  under  a  seal 
that  cannot  be  broken  without  being  discovered. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Hon.  J.  i*.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 

N.  B. — See  the  secretary  of  war  (Mr.  Seddon)  touching  Young's  case. 


B. 


October  31,  1864. 


Mt  Own  Dearest  :  The  party  taking  this  leaves  here  to-night.  If 
he  reaches  you  safely  he  will  deliver  most  important  communications 
from  Mr.  C.  and  myself.  I  must  ask  you  and  May  to  copy  mine  in  large 
handwriting,  that  it  may  be  easily  and  intelligently  read.  E.  will  show 
it  you.  If  either  or  both  the  plans  are  acceded  to,  I  must  remain  here 
during  the  winter,  and,  therefore,  I  must  beg  you  and  A.  to  join  me  if 
you  can  come  through  the  North;  if  not,  do  not  attempt  the  iloclcade;  it  is 
too  perilous,  and  I  should  be  wretched  to  think  you  were  coming  that 
way.  If  these  plans,  which  I  have  labored  to  perfect  as  I  never  labored 
before  in  aU  my  Ufe,  are  not  adopted,  then  I  can  see  no  further  object  in 
my  remaining  here,  and  you  need  not  join  me,  but  I  will  you  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  do  not,  however,  anticipate  a  refusal  by  the  department  to 
acquiesce,  for  all  our  friends  here  whom  I  havd  consulted  consider  the 
plan  most  eligible  and  fortunate  for  the  government.  Indeed,  this  wiU 
be  in  a  short  time  at  least  the  only  course  we  have  left  open.  If  all  is 
well,  therefore,  I  shall  expect  you  to  leave  as  soon  as  you  conveniently 
can  after  you  have  been  informed  of  the  favorable  entertainment  of  the 
enterprise. 

I  received  all  your  letters  written  at  Afton,  in  September,  down  to 
your  letter  of  the  30th  September,  the  day  you  returned  to  Richmond, 
this  morning,  and  what  a  glorious,  comforting  treat  they  were  to  me! 

Tell  Mr. his  usual  scratch  note,  which  I  managed  better  to  read  than 

usual ;  and  that  I  will  send  his  letter  to  Miss  K.  promptly.  Tell  him 
she  paid  me  a  visit,  taking  lunch  with  me,  and  leaving  me  a  shawl  for 
him,  which  I  will  send  or  bring  him  when  I  can.  She  seems  to  be  very 
devoted  to  him.  I  sent  him  a  letter  from  her  via  Halifax,  or  "Washing- 
ton. 

How  thankful  I  am,  my  own  love,  that  our  kind  Father  in  heaven  has 
preserved  our  dear  boys  through  so  many  changes,  and  you,  my  own 
precious  darling,  and  little  A.,  and  dear  E.,  in  health  and  Christian 
patience  through  so  many  trials  and  privations.  O !  may  He  give  me  a 
grateful  and  humble  heart  for  all  his  wonderful  mercies  towards  me — ^un- 
worthy, sinful  creature  that  I  am. 

Mag's  letter,  by  flag  of  truce,  of  17th  of  October,  is  the  latest  intelli- 
gence from  you.  I  shall  send  a  personal  directed  to  little  A.  to-morrow, 
which  you  may  get  before  this.  Do  stir  E.  to  attend  to  my  business 
promptly  and  energetically,  and  with  life  and  spirit.  I  would  do  as  much, 
and  a  thousand  times  more,  for  him  were  it  in  my  power.  I  sympathize 
truly  with  J.  W.  Tower  and  his  famUy.  Give  him  my  love.  How  blessed 
are  we  in  the  dispositions  and  habits  of  our  boys.  I  hope  you  have 
received  before  this  the  shirts,  hats,  cloth,  the  shoes  sent  you,  all  from 
Toronto ;  the  cavalry  boots  and  uniform  for  Jim.  and  fifty  dollars  in 
American  gold,  sent  you  by  the  Hon.  J.  P.  K.,  who  I  see  got  safely  in, 
although  the  steamer  was  lost,  and  Mrs.  Grenhowe  and  other  lives. 
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I  have  tried  to  communicate  with  my  dea.r  sister  and  send  her  a  little 
gold,  but  have  been  wholly  unsuccessful  in  both.  May  the  Father  to 
whom  she  is  so  faithful  have  her  and  her  dear  ones,  to  the  third  genera- 
tion, in  his  holy  keeping.  I  am  grieved  to  hear  our  noble,  brav6  boy  is 
so  destitute  of  clothes,  but  hope  ere  this  his  wants  have  been  supplied. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  president  has  not  even  replied  to  your  applica- 
tion for  a  cadetship  for  him.  Don't  give  it  up.  General  Custis  Lee 
might  help  you. 

My  thumb  is  entirely  well,  but  I  have  given  it,  of  necessity,  a  great 
tax  this  morning,  having  been  writing  for  five  or  six  hours  without  rest- 
ing.   I  shall  await  anxiously  replies  to  these,  particularly  as  reunion 
with  my  darMng  depends  upon  it.    May  God  bless  you. 
Yours,  &c. 


[Extract  from  the  proposition  of .    (Sent  forward.)] 

He  promised,  by  showing  me  to  my  entire  satisfaction  that  the  par- 
ties whom  he  represents,  and  is  connected  with,  are  powerful  and  influ- 
ential with  the  governtaent  of  the  United  States.  He  says,  through  the 
influence  of  the  parties  referred  to,  I  have  arranged  to  get  at  least  one- 
half  supplies,  (meat,)  the  other  half  greenbacks,  for  all  the  cotton  your 
(our)  government  may  feel  disposed  to  part  with — ^the  first  five  or  ten 
thousand  barrels  of  pork  or  bacon  to  be  landed  at  any  port  Mr.  Seddon 
may  designate,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  as  much  more  on 
the  west  side,  if  General  Kirby  Smith,  or  any  other  confederate  com- 
mander, needs  them.  After  this  delivery  the  way  is  perfectly  clear  to 
deliver  anywhere  within  General  Butler's  department.  It  must,  of 
course,  be  obvious  to  you  (me)  that  a  concession  so  great  was  made  only 
with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  kept  with  the  most  sacred 
secrecy ;  and  although  it  presents  upon  its  face  a  general  rule  for  the 
sake  of  protecting  the  Executive  (Mr.  Lincoln)  to  whom  alone  we  are 
indebted — ^the  main  intention  is  that  it  should  be  carried  out  by  my  (his) 
own  friends,  and  such  others  as  only  will  be  useful  to  us.  In  order, 
then,  that  we  may  have  the  fullest  benefit  from  the  arrangement,  I 
would  suggest  that  what  may  be  done  shall  be  done  in  the  name  of  a 
single  individual,  or  his  agent,  so  far  as  the  deUvery  of  the  supplies  and 
the  receipt  of  the  cotton  are  concerned ;  touching  the  disposition  of  the 
portion  paid  in  funds,  this  can  be  received  and  disposed  of  as  you  (the 
department)  may  determine — either  in  the  United  States,  or  in  Europe, 
or  in  the  Oanadas,  by  instant  conversion  into 

To  show  how  thoroughly  the  enterprise  has  been  arranged,  there  are 
now  10,000  barrels  of  pork  purchased  and  ready  for  shipment,  the  mo- 
ment the  details  are  perfected,  &c.,  &C'. 

It  was  then  purposed  to  get  me  a  pass  to  go  through  the  lines,  but  in 
this  I  fear  they  have  failed,  and  that  the  alternative  course  has  been 
adopted,  to  wit,  sending  the  goods  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  D.  Preston  Parr 

or  Mr.  lolosa.    We to  the  plan.    I  would  urge  through  you  upon 

the  department,  first,  that  the  only  objectionable  feature  in  it  consists 
in  the  receiving  greenbacks  for  one-half  of  the  cotton  instead  of  provi- 
sions for  the  whole,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  the  pohcy  of  the  govern- 
ment (ours)  not  to  trade  in  the  currency  of  the  enemy  or  countenance 
such  trade  by  the  people.  The  wisdom  of  the  regulation  in  the  abstract 
is  clear.  Indiscriminate  barter  ia  this  money  would  of  course  be  seduc- 
tive and  dangerous.  But  this  objection  does  not  lie  with  the  same  force 
in  operations  of  government ;  and  if  it  did,  it  is  weakened,  if  not  whoUy 
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removed,  by  the  fact  tliat  these  funds  need  not  and  would  not  enter  into 
the  circulation  withia  our  own  country,  but  could  be  paid  over  to  agents 
designated  by  the  government,  either  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or 
Europe,  and  at  once  be  converted  into  sterling.  Thus  their  possession 
and  immediate  conversion  would  place  foreign  funds  at  any  point 
desired,  either  for  purchase,  payment  of  interest,  &c.,  &c.  Again,  the 
programme  submitted  commends  itself  to  favorable  consideration,  as 
that  it  is  indorsed  by  the  highest  offlcial  in  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. Certainty  of  execution  and  expedition  are  thus  secured.  Our 
ability  and  facility  for  producing  this  kind  of  provisions  are  daily 
becoming  more  circumscribed  and  precarious  by  the  presence  of  large 
armies  and  their  destructive  raids  in  the  rural  districts.  We  are  left, 
then,  mainly  to  rely  upon  what  may  be  introduced  throagh  the  block- 
ade ;  but  we  may  be  said  now  to  have  only  oDe  port  where  the  success 
of  blockade  running  is  at  all  commensurate  to  the  risk  incurred.  This 
port  is  Wilmington ;  and  we  have  it  from  the  most  indubitable  source 
that  great  efforts  wQl  presently  be  made  to  capture  Wilmiagton ;  or, 
failing  in  this,  to  seal  far  more  rigorously  her  port.  Where,  then^  are 
we  to  look  for  those  indispensable  supplies,  if  not  through  the  cupidity 
and  avarice  of  our  enemies  1  To  gratify  them  is  as  hateful  to  me,  I 
trust,  as  to  any  compatriot  in  my  land ;  but  starvation,  or  even  scatty 
or  uncertain  rations  to  our  patient,  enduring,  and  excellent  army  is  a 
more  fearful  and  abhorrent  alternative.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
think  it  behooves  us  to  embrace  the  opportunity  offered  to  supply  our- 
selves with  the  great  necessity.  I  believe  it  is,  if  not  the  only,  the 
surest  and  most  expeditious  mode  of  accomplishing  the  object  upon  a 
suflicient  and  certain  scale. 

The  provision  question  in  the  terrible  struggle  for  our  national  exist- 
ence is  one,  if  not  the  greatest,  we  have  had  to  solve;  and  if  my  mission 
shall  result  in  the  inauguration  of  a  plan  for  the  certain  subsistence  of 
our  noble  armies,  I  shall  be  as  thankful  to  God  as  if  I  had  achieved  a 
successful  military  campaign.  Should  it,  on  the  other  hand,  be  attended 
with  failure,  (albeit  no  fault  of  mine  if  these  plans  are  not  accepted,)  I 
should  never  feel  happy  if  I  had  not  remained  to  share  the  discomforts, 
danger,  and  trials  of  the  humblest  soldier  in  our  ranks.  Independent 
and  outside  of  this  I  have  made  a  contract  with  a  party  by  which  sup- 
plies of  meat  wiU  be  furnished  at  MoMle  hy  written  permission  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  the  free  passage  of  the  blockading  fleet  at  that 
port.  The  first  steamer  has  already  sailed,  but  she  only  carried  three 
hundred  barrels  of  pork — the  rest  assorted  cargo ;  but  I  am  assured  by 
the  party  "  that  if  there  is  no  delay  or  difficulty  at  Mobile  the  steamer's 
trips  wiU  be  hereafter  from  New  Orleans,  where  cargoes  of  meat  pro- 
vided from  St.  Louis  will  go  rapidly  in  and  receive  cotton  upon  the 
terms  of  my  order,  a  pound  of  cotton  for  a  pound  of  meat."  He  then 
proceeds  to  say :  "  If  this  arrangement  fail,  it  will  be  because  of  diffi- 
culties on  the  other  side ;  meaning  with  us !  My  contract  with  the  party 
is  for  the  delivery  of  5,000,000  of  pounds ;  and  this  is  in  accordance  with 
the  order.  But  there  are  other  important  considerations  in  this  plan. 
The  President  authorizes  the  breaking  the  blockade.  What  complications 
may  not  be  produced  by  this  with  foreign  governments  ?"  I  gave  the 
party  a  letter  to  the  military,  naval,  and  civil  authorities,  requesting 
safe  ingress  and  egress  for  any  ship  or  steamer  or  vessels  of  any  charac- 
ter under  the  provisions  of  my  contract. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  Judge  C.  desiring  to  send  a  special 
messenger  home,  I  have  united  with  him  in  sending;  at  much  expense,  a 
young  man  whom  we  believe  to  be  sound  and  trustworthy.    His  engage- 
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ment  is  to  go  directly  through,  deliver  these  and  other  papers,  and 
return  to  us  with  replies.  Accordingly  I  send  him  at  once  to  you,f 
believing  that  public  and  personal  considerations  will  impel  ;you  to  lay 
before  the  secretary  with  great  promptness,  reading  them  to  him  your- 
self, suggesting  that  he  advise  the  authorities  at  Mobile  without  delay 
of  such  an  arrangement,  that  their  aid  and  co-operation  will  be  given  to 
such  deliverances,  &c.,  &c.  Tou  will  know,  by  a  reference  to  boyhood's 
days,  at  the  conclusion  of  this,  that  it  is  genuine,  and  that  the  party  who 
bears  it  is  "  aU  right."  Any  replies  you  have  to  send  let  them  be  writ- 
ten on  as  thin  paper  as  possible,  and  sealed  with  your  large  seal,  that  I 
may  be  equally  secure  that  the  communications  are  genuine,  and  have 
not  been  tampered  with.  God  bless  you  and  yours  and  all  ours,  and 
deliver  us  and  our  bleeding  country  from  the  hands  of  our  enemies ! 

Do  you  recollect  Ottie  Harrison,  and  how  much  like  me  you  thought 
him  because  he  was  rough  ?  "  Oh,  but  no  rougher  than  you ;  no,  but 
big." 

Tou  had  better  get  dear  J.  &  M,  to  copy  this  distinctly  and  in  large 
writing.    I  have  written  it  thus  for  obvious  reasons. 

OCTOBEK  31,  1864. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  8, 1864. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the 
5th  instant  from  his  honor  the  mayor  of  the  city  gf  Buffalo,  in  regard  to 
the  movements  of  the  suspected  steamer  Georgian,  or  Georgiana,  and 
to  other  proceedings  hostile  to  the  United  States  which  are  reported  to 
be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

I  will  thank  you  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  Viscount 
Monck  to  this  information. 

I  have-  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 


J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.,  &g.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mayor  Fargo  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Mayor's  Office,  Buffalo,  December  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors,  dated 
the  19th  and  21st  of  IsTovember,  respectively.  I  transmit  herewith,  for 
your  information,  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  by  me  from  a 
gentleman  in  Toronto,  who  gave  me  the  original  information  in  regard 
to  the  propeller  Georgia,  and  who  is  now  employed  by  the  city  as  a 
detective.  * 

His  statements  are,  in  my  judgment,  entitled  to  credit.    I  have  sent 
copies  of  this  communication  to  Major  General  Dix,  and  also  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  United  States  steamer  Michigan. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  G.  PAEGO,  Mayor. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[Inolosure.] 

Toronto,  Mvmnber  30, 1864:. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  delayed  "writing  you  concerning  the  m6vements  of 
certain  parties  here,  thinkmg  I  could  ascertain  to  a  certainty  what  their 
determination  was.  I  have  in  a  measure  succeeded.  Bates  would  have 
made  the  attempt  on  the  cutter  Michigan  had  her  wheel  held  good.  It 
became  loose  again  on  his  arrival  in  Port  Stanley.  He  then  went  to 
Sarnia  with  her,  and  came  himself  to  Toronto,  and  upon  remonstration 
with  the  firm  from  whom  he  purchased  her,  they  agreed  to  get  him  a 
new  one.  He  (Bates)  told  me  that  he  would  yet  make  the  attempt,  if 
the  weather  held  good.  The  report  that  the  Georgian  was  going  into 
the  Saginaw  lumber  trade  was  a  mere  bMnd.  Finding  that  you  were 
aroused  and  prepared,  he  said  that  he  would  make  a  tnp  or  two  to  the 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  in  the  place  of  the  Algonia,  which  is  disabled,  and  by 
that  time  things  would  be  quiet.  He  is  a  determined  old  fellow,  and  as 
plausible  as  an  old  woman.  His  captaia  (MUne)  knows  the  lakes  well 
on  both  sides,  and  is,  moreover  a  rank  secessionist  in  feeling.  It 
behooves  the  people  at  Sandusky  to  keep  a  good  lookout.  Should  the 
winter  set  in  suddenly  Bates  will  lay  up  the  Georgian  and  come  here, 
when  I  will  get  out  of  him  what  his  intentions  are. 

There  is  a  man  who  travels  by  the  name  of  Smith,  but  whose  real 
name  is  Grant — a  Tennessee  lawyer ;  he  is  frequently  going  from  here 
to' Hannibal,  and  vice  versa.  He  brings  information  to  Colonel  Thompson, 
and  takes  information  back,  and  connects  at  Hannibal  with  scouts,  who 
go  South.  He  always  crosses  at  Sarnia,  via  Grand  Trunk.  He  told  me 
that  it  was  safer  to  cross  at  Sarnia  than  at  Windsor.  If  you  want  a 
description  of  him  I  can  give  it. 

There  is  another  who  frequently  crosses  at  the  Suspension  bridge  and 
goes  to  New  Tork.  His  name  is  Triggs.  Whether  he  travels  by  that 
name  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  there  is  no  mistaking  him.  I  was  with 
him  last  night. 

There  is  something  on  foot,  the  precise  nature  of  which  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  determine,  but  will  find  out.  There  are  four  or  five  gangs 
of  them  determined  to  do  or  die  this  winter. 

,%Dwc  solicitor  general.  West,  is  up  here  trying  to  find  out  about  this 
cannon  manufactory. 

There  is  another  leader  of  the  confederates  here  by  the  name  of  Baker, 

We  had  a  great  influx  of  them  last  week,  and  after  a  day  or  two  they 

•separated  again.    Yesterday  a  lot  of  them  returned  a  second  time.     I 

wiU  find  out  what  they  are  at.    As  soon  as  Bates  gets  back,  and  I  see 

him,  I  will  sound  him  and  let  you  know. 

Yours,  truly, 

FIDES. 

William  G.  Fargo,  Esq.,  Mayor,  &c.,  Buffalo,  New  Torlc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Becemher  12, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  forwarded  on  the  30th  ultimo,  to  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  copies  of  your  note  of  the  29th  idtimo,  and  of  its 
inclosures,  relative  to  the  alleged  existence  of  a  military  organization  in 
Canada  of  fngitives  from  the  United  States. 
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I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  his  excellency's 
reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
ohedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BTJEKLEY. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  t&c,  c&c,  <fcc. 


Lord  MoncJc  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Quebec,  December  6,  1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of 
your  dispatch  of  l^ovember  30,  inclosing  copies  of  the  documents  noted 
in  the  margin,  respecting  the  alleged  organization  and  drUlihg,  in  Prince 
Edward's  County,  Canada  West,  of  fugitives  from  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Seward, 
that  I  wiU  take  immediate  steps  to  investigate  the  accuracy  of  the  in- 
formation commimicated  to  Major  General  Dix,  and  should  it  prove  well 
founded,  I  will  use  aU  legal  means  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK, 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1186.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Deeemb&r  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  lay  before  Earl  Russell  the  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation which  the  Secretary  of  War  has  just  received  from  Major  General 
Dix,  who  is  charged  with  the  protection  of  our  Canada  frontier. 

After  our  recent  communications  her  Majesty's  government  cannot 
surely  now  be  surprised  to  learn  from  this  report  that  there  is  imminent 
danger  of  a  war  being  waged  against  the  United  States  from  the  Brit- 
ish North  American  provinces.  I  hope  the  subject  may  receive  imme- 
diate and  serious  consideration.  Certainly  its  importance  could  not  be 
exaggerated,  siuce  it  is  the  interest  and  desire  of  both  countries  to  re- 
main in  mutual  peace.  I  have  asked  Mr.  Burnley  to  give  notice  of  the 
danger  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  if  such  invasions  as  are  now  apprehended  shall  ac* 
tually  come,  and  organized  defense  become  necessary  on  our  part,  the 
existing  intercourse,  commercial  and  -social,  between  the  British  pro- 
vinces and  this  country  will  necessarily  be  subjected  to  interruptions 
which  win  be  likely  to  produce  very  serious  inconvenience. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Frajstois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <S;c.,  &c. 


General  Dix  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  East, 

JVew  YorJc  City,  November  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  following  reliable  iaformation : 
There  are  about  forty  rebels  in  Marysburg,  Prince  Edward's  County, 
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Canada,  and  nortli-west  of  Oswego.  They  drill  regularly  about  three 
times  a  week,  and  are  armed  with  revolvers.  They  board  with  the  far- 
mers in  the  neighborhood,  seem  to  have  plenty  of  money,  and  say  they 
belong  to  John  Morgan's  corps.  These  organizations  for  hostile  pur- 
poses on  Canadian  soil  are  so  plainly  in  violation  of  all  the  obligations  of 
neutrality,  that  I  cannot  doubt  the  willingness  of  the  Canadian  authori- 
ties to  put  an  end  to  them  on  proper  notice.  There  are  sOme  indications 
of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  our  citizens  along  the  frontier  on  account 
of  the  outrages,  and  I  think  the  publication  of  my  report  in  regard  to 
the  former  would  have  a  salutary  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  Une. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major  General,  JT.  Y. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1189.]  Depaetjvcent  of  State, 

Washington,  December  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  12th  instant  from 
Brigadier  General  E.  D.  Townsend,  addressed  to  me  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  manufacture  of  Greek  fire 
at  Windsor,  Canada,  to  be  used  by  rebel  emissaries  in  attempts  to  burn 
certain  cities  of  the  United  States.  I  will  thank  yon  to  lay  a  copy  of  the 
paper  before  Earl  Kussell,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  preven- 
tive measures  as  may  be  practicable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  (fee,  &g. 


General  Townsend  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  12, 1864. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  for- 
ward herewith  copies  of  letters  from  Major  General  Hooker  and  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  HiQ,  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  of  Greek  fire,  at  Wind- 
sor, Canada,  to  be  used  in  firing  certain  cities  of  the  United  States  by 
rebel  emissaries. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


General  HooJcer  to  General  Townsend. 

Headquarters  Northern  Department, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  6,  1864. 

Gjgneral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  3d  instant,  just  received  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H.  Hill, 
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commandiag  the  district  of  MicMgan,  as  it  contaias  information  of  im- 
portance to  all  of  our  frontiers  bordering  on  Canada.  Tlie  information 
lias  been  furnislied  by  one  of  our  most  reliable  detectives,  and  unusual 
confidence  may  be  placed  ia  it.  A  few  days  since,  advices  of  similar 
import  were  received  by  me.  Prom  the  letter  it  will  be  seen  that  refa- 
gees  and  deserters  from  the  rebel  confederacy  are  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  Greek  fire,  at  Windsor,  in  Canada,  to  facilitate  their  incen- 
diary purposes.  With  regard  to  attacks  from  armed  bodies  of  rebels  I 
feel  much  less  apprehension  than  from  individual  •  efforts  to  burn  and 
plunder  our  cities,  as  my  means  of  information  are  such  that  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  anticipate  the  former. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  I  have  enjoined  increasing 
vigilance  and  activity  on  the  part  of  the  military  and  civU  authorities 
throughout  my  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 

Major  General  Commanding, 
Brigadier  General  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A. 

Oflcial  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

I 

Colonel  Hill  to  Captain  Potter. 

Hbadquartees  District  of  Michigan, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  December  3, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  from  information  I  have  received, 
I  am  satisfied  that  very  extensive  preparations  are  being  made  in  Canada 
for  burning  not  only  cities  on  the  lakes,  but  others,  and  it  is  very  neces- 
sary that  great  precaution  and  vigilance  should  be  observed  everywhere. 
I  have  the  assurance  that  Greek  fire  is  being  prepared  in  Windsor. 
Buffalo,  Cleveland,  and  this  city  will  be  the  principal  cities  to  be  burned ; 
and  there  will  be  armed  attempts  to  rob  and  plunder.  Cincinnati  and 
Louisville  are  also  mentioned. 

I  am  also  informed  that  by  some  means  a  large  number  of  rebel  sol- 
diers have  been  introduced  into  Canada ;  some,  it  is  said,  have  been  fur- 
loughed  and  have  made  their  way  through  the  lines. 

I  have,  at  this  time,  very  excellent  means  of  obtaining  information, 
and  the  only  apprehension  I  have  is  that  the  person  in  my  employ  may 
fail  me  at  the  last  moment. 

In  this  city  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  hotel-keepers  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  observing  great  vigilance  in  regard  to  their  guests,  and  the 
hotels  are  daily  visited  by  a  secret  agent  in  my  employ. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Lieut.  Col.  5th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Comd'g  Dist.  of  Michigan. 
C.  H.  Potter,  Captain  amd  A.  A.  G., 

Headquarters  Northern  Department  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Official  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 


Washington,  December  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  conmmnication  of  yesterday  from  the  War 
Department,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  manufacture  of  what  is  known  as 
Greek  Are,  for  use  in  attempts  to  burh  cities  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  Hume  Btjrnx,et,  Esq.,  &e.,  (fee,  <fcc. 

[For  iaclosure  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams  No.  1189, 
December  13, 1864,  ante.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  14, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  governor  general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  9th  instant, 
from  D.  Thurston,  esq.,  the  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Mon- 
treal, relating  to  suspicions  entertained  that  two  vessels  now  in  course 
of  construction  in  Montreal,  called,  respectively,  the  El  Almandaris  and 
Pinero,  and  another  expected  from  a  different  quarter,  and  the  name  of 
which  is  not  yet  ascertained,  are  intended  to  be  employed  for  purposes 
hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant. 


J.  Hume  Bxjrnxet,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&c.,  &e. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  117.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  December  9, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  was  rumored  in  this  city 
that  two  vessels  were  being  built  here  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  I  imme- 
diately sent  and  had  theym  examined,  and  the  following  description  taken : 

The  largest  vessel,  called  the  El  Almandaris,  is  a  wooden  side-wheeled 
steamer,  about  two  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  long  by  thirty  broad,  and 
six  hundred  and  thirty  tons  burden,  the  hull  being  plated  with  iron. 
It  has  a  round  stem,  sharp  stem,  double  deck,  rising  very  high  and 
almost  concealing  the  walking-beam  and  other  machinery  which  usually 
appears  above  deck.  The  upper  deck  roof  is  supported  by  a  beam,  ellip- 
tical in  form,  the  lower  deck  being  the  axis.  This  beam  is  of  great 
strength,  and  adds  much  to  the  firmness  of  the  vessel.  On  each  side  of 
the  deck,  at  a  distance  of  about  three  feet  from  each  other,  are  a  number 
of  fixed  pulleys.  It  has  two  masts,  one  smoke-stack,  the  upper  part  of 
her  hull  painted  white  and  the  lower  black,  is  provided  with  a  very  pow- 
erful engine,  and  will  no  doubt  prove  very  fast. 
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The  other  vessel,  called  the  Pinero,  is  also  a  wooden  side-wheeled 
steamer,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  feet  long,  twenty-seven  feet  broad, 
and  nine  feet  deep,  burden  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  tons,  with 
rounds  tern,  sharp  stem,  and  double  deck,  the  wood-work  of  which  nearly 
conceals  her  vertical  walkiag-beam  and  machinery.  It  carries  a  power- 
ful engine,  has  two  masts,  two  smoke-stacks,  only  one  of  which  is  visible 
from  without,  is  paintefi  white,  and  has  the  lower  portion  of  her  hull 
plated  with  iron. 

The  El  Almandaris,  it  is  stated,  is  to  proceed  to  Havana,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  de  Cabro.  The  Pinero  is  also  bound  for  Havana.  It 
is  generally  believed  that  the  vessels  above  described  have  been  built 
for  purposes  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  either  for 
blockade  runners,  or  are  to  be  used  as  the  Alabama  and  Florida,  to  prey 
upon  our  commerce.  One  of  the  police  officers  of  this  city  has  intimated 
to  me  that  he  holds  the  same  opinion,  and  has  iaformed  me  that  another 
vessel  is  expected  to  join  the  two  already  here  from  the  upper  province, 
with  a  description  of  which  I  will  endeavor  to  furnish  you. 

It  may  be  that  these  vessels  are  designed  for  legitimate  purposes,  but 
the  belief  to  the  contrary  is  so  general,  some  particulars  of  their  outfit 
so  unusual,  and  the  addition  of  another  vessel  to  the  number  from  Upper 
Canada  so  suspicious,  that  I  have  considered  it  proper  to  inform  you  of 
such  facts  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect  respecting  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THURSTON 


U.  8.  Vice-consul  General. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1190.]  Dbpahtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington, 'December  14, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  information,  by  telegraph,  from  Montreal,  that 
the  felons  who  proceeded  from  Canada  into  Vermont  and  committed  the 
crimes  of  robbery,  burglary,  and  murder  at  St.  Albans,  in  that  State,  and 
who  were  arrested  in  Canada  upon  a  requisition  from  this  government, 
under  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  1842,  have 
been  set  at  liberty ;  that  the  stolen  money  which  was  found  upon  them 
has  been  restored  to  them,  and  that  they  are  now  at  large  near  the 
border  of  the  United  States,  in  the  province  aforenamed. 

This  grave  circumstance  renders  it  my  duty,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President,  to  ask  whether  her  Majesty's  government  has  taken  or 
purposes  to  take  any  measures  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  the  invasions 
of  the  territory  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  from  the  border 
provinces.  If  such  measures  have  been  taken,  or  are  to  be  taken,  this 
government  desires  to  know  their  character,  so  far  as  it  may  be  consist- 
ent with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  to  communicate  the  same. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  cfcc,  <&c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  14,  1864. 

Sir:  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  communicate  lierewith  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  an  instruction  of  this  date  which  I  have,  under  the  President's 
direction,  addressed  to  Charles  Francis  Adams,  esq.,  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  London,*  upon  the  receipt  of  telegraphic  dispatches 
from  the  agents  of  the  TJnited  States  in  Montreal,  announcing  to  me 
the  facts  that  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others,  whose  extradition  was 
requested  in  my  note  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  21st  of  November  last,  upon 
the  charges  of  murder,  robbery,  and  assault  with  intent  to  commit  mur- 
der, within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  have  been  discharged 
from  custody,  that  the  money  and  other  property  stolen  by  them  has 
been  returned  to  them,  and  that  they  are  now  at  large. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWA:BD. 

J.  Hume  Bitrnley,  Esq.,  (fee.,  (fee,  (fee. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  14, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
14th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  an  instruction  of  this  date,  which  you 
have,  under  the  President's  direction,  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams,  United 
States  minister  in  London,  upon  receipt  of  telegraphic  news  that  Samuel 
Eugene  Lackey  and  others  had  been  dismissed  fi"om  custody  at  Montreal, 
and  beg  to  thank  you  for  sending  me  a  copy  of  this  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J,  HUME  BUENLBY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  (fee.,  (fee.,  (fee. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  15, 1864. 
Mt  Dear  Sir:  This  is  what  the  governor  general  telegraphed  last 
night: 

"The  St.  Albans  men  were  discharged  yesterday,  on  grounds  so  absurd 
that  I  cannot  account  for  it.  Fresh  warrants  have  been  issued  for  their 
apprehension,  and  the  police  are  making  every  effort  to  prevent  their 
escape." 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  HUME  BUEKLBY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  (fee.,  (fee.,  (fee. 

*  See  instruction  No.  1190  to  Mr.  Adams,  ante. 
5  A  0— VOL.  n 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

British  Legation, 
Washington,  December  16, 1864. 
^  Mt  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  telegraphic  message  from 
Viscount  Monck,  begging  me  to  convey  to  you  Ms  thanks  for  the  prompt 
and  satisfactory  explanation  of  General  Dix's  order. 

He  begs  me  to  assure  you  of  his  vexation  at  the  turn  affairs  have  taken 
in  the  St.  Albans  case,  and  that  the  Canadian  government  are  doing 
everything  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  mischief  done  by  the  magistrate's 
extraordinary  decision. 

As  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  however,  prevails  in  consequence  of 
General  Dix's  order,  Viscount  Monck  is  anxious  to  know  whether  you 
object  to  his  making  public  the  substance  of  what  I  telegraphed  to  him, 
which  was,  "that  the  order  had  been  issued  without  instructions,  but 
that  steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent  action  on  that  portion  of  it  which 
related  to  crossing  the  border  into  Canada." 

1  am,  very  truly,  yours,  ♦  . 

J.  HUME  BUEKLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  c&c,  dc,  <S;c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

So.  832.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  16, 1864. 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  1164,  of  the  29th  of  IsTovem- 
ber,  I  have  transmitted  to  Lord  Eussell  the  information  contained  in 
General  Dix's  letter,  respecting  the  rebel  organization  at  Marysburg, 
Prince  Edward's  County,  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  hoijor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretar'g  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  17, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  under  the  instructions 
which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  to  Lord  Lyons 
relative  to  the  intention  of  the  United  States  government,  in  conformity 
with  the  treaty  reservation  right,  to  increase  their  naval  armament  upon 
the  North  American  lakes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Uarl  Russell  to  Lor  A  Lyons. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  Noveniber  26,  1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  Tour  lordsliip,  in  your  dispatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  has 
referred  to  the  intention  of  the  United  States  government  to  give  notice 
to  her  Majesty's  government  that,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  reserva- 
tion of  the  right  to  give  such  notice,  the  United  States  government  will 
deem  themselves  at  liberty,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  the 
communication  shall  have  been  made,  to  increase  their  naval  armament 
upon  the  North  American  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of 
affairs  should  require  it;  and  you  have  inclosed  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  which,  after  referring  to  the  case  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  after  relating  various  acts  of  aggression  from  Canada, 
namely,  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  the  Philo  Parsons  and  Island 
Queen  on  the  lakes,  and  the  attack  upon  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  in  Ver- 
mont, by  a  party  of  twenty-live  men,  issuing  from  the  British  territory, 
proceeds  to  lay  down  the  following  important  propositions : 

1.  "  The  insuflSciency  of  the  British  neutrality  act,  and  of  the  warn- 
ings of  the  Queen's  proclamation  to  arrest  the  causes  of  the  complaint 
referred  to,  were  anticipated  early  in  the  existing  struggle,  and  the  Bi'it- 
ish  government  was  asked  to  apply  a  remedy  by  passing  an  act  more 
stringent  in  its  character,  such  as  ours  of  the  10th  of  March,  1838,  which 
was  occasioned  by  a  similar  condition  of  affairs.  This  request  has  not 
been  complied  with,  though  its  reasonableness  and  necessity  have  been 
shown  by  subsequent  acts." 

2.  "  It  is  now  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  give  notice  to  Earl  Enssell, 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty  reservation  of  that  right,  that,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  six  months  after  you  shall  have  made  this  communication, 
the  United  States  will  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase  the  naval 
armaments  upon  the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  that  quarter  shall  then  require  it." 

3.  After  again  recurring  to  the  measure  of  1838,-Mr.  Seward  says:  "  I 
should  fail,  however,  to  express  a  sincere  conviction  of  this  government 
if  I  should  not  repeat  now,  what  I  have  heretofore  so  often  had  occasion 
to  say,  that  practically  the  policy  of  neutrality  which  her  Majesty  has 
proclaimed  has  failed  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in  the  British 
colonies,  and  especially  in  the  latter,  and  that  it  must  continue  to  fail 
more  conspicuously  every  day  so  long  as  asylum  is  allowed  there  to 
active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  they  are  in  any 
way  able,  by  evasion  or  otherwise,  to  use  the  British  ports  and  British 
borders  as  a  base  for  felonious  depredations  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States ;  nor  are  we  able  to  conceive  of  any  remedy  adequate  to  the 
present  exigency  but  the  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the 
first  and  exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  aU  the  waters 
and  territories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government." 

On  the  23d  instant  I  received  from  Mr.  Adams  the  note  which  I  in- 
close, and  the  several  documents  annexed  to  it;  but  as  they  are  the 
same  in  substance  as  the  communication  you  have  sent  me,  I  think  it 
will  be  more  convenient  to  deal  with  the  formal  and  authoritative  dis- 
patch of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

1.  The  reference  to  the  act  of  March  10, 1838,  (of  which  I  inclose  a 
copy,)  will  not  have  any  application  with  respect  to  vessels  leaving  the 
shores  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  difficulty  in  regard  to  vessels  fitted 
out  or  equipped  in  our  home  ports  has  always  consisted  in  proving 
that  the  vessel  was  "provided  or  prepared  for  any  military  expedition 
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or  enterprise  against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or 
state  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace,"  and  a  similar  difiiculty  would 
be  found  in  enacting  a  law  exactly  copied  from  the  United  States  act  of 
March  10, 1838.  With  regard  to  "territories  conterminous  with  the' 
United  States,"  it  might,  indeed,  more  easily  be  proved,  with  respect  to 
any  military  bodies  assembled  near  the  border,  that  they  were  intended 
to  cross  the  frontier  in  hostility  to  a  state  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at 
peace.  On  this  part  of  the  question  I  have  to  desire  you  to  assure  Mr, 
Seward  that  the  subject  is  undergoing  the  most  searching  investigation 
by  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown,  with  a  view  to  take  the  most  effectual 
measures  to  prevent  incursions  froin  the  bordering  British  provinces 
into  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  to 
observe  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  while  active  efforts  were  made 
to  fit  out,  in  British  ports,  ships  intended  to  be  comj)leted  in  the  waters 
of  other  neutral  states,  as  ships  of  war,  and  thence  to  be  employed  as 
cruisers  against  the  United  States,  but  few,  if  any,  atteinpts  were  made 
to  disturb  the  frontier  of  Canada  by  military  or  naval  expeditions. 
Hence  the  act  of  Congress  of  March,  1838,  was  not  considered  to  be 
applicable  to  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  I  may  also  observe,  that  dur- 
ing the  late  insurrection  in  Poland,  although  the  governments  of  Aus- 
tria and  Prussia  were,  from  a  regard  to  their  own  interests,  unfavora- 
ble to  that  insurrection,  and  although  their  means  of  repression  were 
much  more  available  and  much  more  energetic  than  ours  ever  can  be, 
yet  insurgent  expeditions  from  Galicia  and  >  from  the  Duchy  of  Posen 
were  of  very  frequent  occurrence.,  The  governor  of  Canada,  it  is  admit- 
ted by  the  United  States  government,  has  done  all  that  he  could 
lawfully  do,  and  if  his  efforts  should  fail  and  other  measures  of  repres- 
sion consistent  with  the  nature  of  our  government  shall  be  found  requi- 
site, her  Majesty's  government  will  not  hesitate  to  propose  them. 

2.  It  is  perfectly  competent  to  the  United  States  to  give  notice  that  at 
the  end  of  six  months  that  government  will  be  at  liberty  to  increase 
their  naval  force  on  the  lakes.  It  is  certaimly  true  that  while  both 
nations  are  disarmed  on  the  lakes,  marauders  or  depredators  may 
destroy  or  capture  unarmed  vessels  belonging  to  either  party.  Her 
Majesty  will,  of  course,- be- at  liberty  also  to  increase  her  naval  force  on 
the  lakes  at  the  expiration  of  the  six  months  after  notice,  if  she  shall 
think  fit  so  to  do.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  peace  is  restored  the 
former  agreement,  which  was  formed  upon  just  and  wise  considerations, 
may  be  renewed,  as  one  that  must  be  advantageous  to  both  parties. 

3.  The  next  proposition  of  the  Secretary  of  State  declares  the  neu- 
trality proclaimed  by  her  Majesty  to  have  failed,  as  well  in  the  British 
home  ports  as  in  the  colonies;  that  it  must  continue  to  faU  so 
long  as  asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  and  so  long  a.s  those  persons  are  in  any  way  able,  by 
evasion  or  otherwise,  to  use  the  British  ports  and  British  borders  as  a 
base  for  felonious  depredations ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  adds,  that 
the  only  remedy  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  able  to 
conceive,  is  the  "recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the -first 
and  exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and 
territories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government." 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  this  proposal  amounts  to 
nothing  less  than  a  demand  that  Great  Britain  should  cease  to  acknowl- 
edge the  belligerent  character  of  the  southern  States,  and  treat  the 
southern  citizens  as  felons  and  pirates.  In  order  to  consider  this  mat- 
ter fully,  I  find  it  necessary  to  recur  to  the  events  of  the  last  three  years. 

President  Lincoln,  immediately  after  his  accession  to  power  in  1861, 
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found  Mmself  face  to  face  witli  a  most  formidable  insurrection.  In  tlie 
montli  of  April,  1861,  he  ordered  a  levy  of  seventy -five  thousand  men 
to  meet  the  danger.  Finding  this  number  insufScient,  armies  of  three, 
four,  and  even  seven  hundred  thousand  men  have  been  raised,  embodied, 
marched,  exposed  to  battles  and  sieges,  worn  by  fight  and  fever, 
exhausted,  consumed,  and  replenished  in  this  mighty  contest.  With 
similar  purposes,  the  President,  in  the  same  month  of  April,  1861,  pro- 
claimed the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  seven  States,  and  the  blockade  of 
two  other  States  was  added  immediately  afterwards.  A  navy  was  sud- 
denly created,  supposed  to  be  adequate  to  the  task  of  blockading  three 
thousand  miles  of  coast. 

Her  Majesty's  government  could  not,  any  more  than  the  other  powers 
of  Europe,  fail  to  recognize  in  the  vast  extent  of  the  territories  involved 
in  hostilities,  and  in  the  fierce  nature  of  the  contest,  a  civil  war  of  the 
most  extraordinary  character. 

In  proclaiming  that  both  parties  in  this  vast  war  were  to  be  treated 
as  belligerents,  and  in  admitting  the  validity  of  a  blockade  of  three 
thousand  miles  of  coast,  her-  Majesty's  government  acknowledged 
an  existing  fact,  and  recognized  the  international  law  applicable  to  that 
fact.  But  her  Majesty's  government  could  not  disguise  from  themselves 
the  difSculties  which  would  beset,  under  any  state  of  law,  the  task  of 
preventing  undue  aid  being  given  by  individuals  among  the  Queen's 
subjects  to  one  or  the.  other  of  the  belligerents.  The  identity  of  lan- 
guage, the  increasing  intercourse  of  trade,  the  immense  extent  of  ship- 
building carried  on  in  this  country,  and  the  ingenuity  of  speculators  in 
defeating  laws  and  proclamations,  made  it  impossible  that  there  should 
not  be  many  escapes  from  the  vigilance  of  the  government,  and  many 
successful  stratagems  to  disguise  hostile  proceedings. 

StiU  her  Majesty's  government  counted  on  the  fair  consideration  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  what  was  possible  on  their  esti- 
mate of  the  honest  intention  of  the  British  Executive,  and  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  latitude,  both  of  opinion  and  of  action,  prevailing  among  a 
people  nurtured  like  that  of  the  United  States  in  free  institutions. 

Her  Majesty's  government  also  thought  that  the  United  States  must 
be  aware  that  the  law  of  nations  and  the  circumstances  of  the  war  gave 
an  immense  advantage  to  the  federals  against  the  confederates  in 
obtaining  warlike  supplies.  In  confirmation  of  this  remark,  it  may  be 
reckoned  that  besides  very  many  batteries  of  artillery,  five  hundred 
thousand  rifles  have  been  manufactured  in  this  country  and  conveyed 
to  the  shores  of  the  northern  States,  to  be  used  by  the  federal  troops  in 
the  war.  It  may  safely  be  said,  also,  that  many  thousands  of  the 
Queen's  subjects  have  held  those  rifles  against  the  breasts  of  men  whom 
her  Mafesty  does  not  regard  as  her  enemies. 

The  supplies  sent  to  the  confederates  are,  on  the  other  hand,  very  com- 
monly intercepted  and  captured  on  the  sea  by  federal  ships  of  war.  Her 
Majesty's  government,  however,  have  put  in  force  impartially  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  and  have  prosecuted  those  pei'sons  who,  in  apparent 
violation  of  that  law,  have  fitted  out  vessels  in  our  ports  with  the  pur- 
pose, as  it  was  believed,  of  aiding  in  hostilities  against  the  United  States, 
or  who  have  been  engaged  in  enlisting  seamen  or  recruits  in  the  service 
of  either  belligerent ;  and  her  Majesty's  government  have  Succeeded  in 
preventing  the  departure  from  the  Clyde  and  the  Mersey  of  several  ships 
intended  for  the  ser^dce  of  the  confederates. 

Such  being  the  state  of  affairs,  her  Majesty's  government  are  not  pre- 
pared either  to  deny  to  the  southern  States  belligerent  rights,  or  to  pro- 
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pose  to  Parliament  to  make  the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  generally 
more  stringent. 

To  allow  to  the  United  States  the  belligerent  rights  of  blockade  and 
of  search  and  detention  to  the  widest  extent,  and  to  refuse  them  alto- 
gether to  the  other  party  in  the  cml  war,  who  had  possession  of  an 
extensive  territory,  who  have  all  the  forms  of  a  regnilar  government, 
framed  on  the  model  of  the  United  States,  and  who  are  wielding 
large  regular  armies,  would,  her  Majesty's  government  presume  to  think, 
be  as  contrary  to  the  practice  of  civilized  nations  as  it  would  be  to  the 
rules  of  justice  and  of  international  law. 

Neither  can  her  Majesty's  government  refuse  an  asylum  to  persons 
landing  on  our  shores  and  coiiforming  to  our  laws,  merely  because  such 
persons  may  be  or  may  have  been  in  hostility  with  a  government  or 
nation  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace. 

The  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States  have  thought  them- 
selves compelled,  by  the  necessity  of  internal  war,  to  restrict  and  cur- 
tail the  liberties  of  the  people  of  those  States.  Her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment do  not  presume  to  judge  of  that  necessity,  but  they  cannot  find  in 
the  hostilities  which  prevail  on  the  conttaent  of  ISTorth  America  any  jus- 
tification for  so  altering  the  laws  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  deprive 
the  citizens  of  the  southern  States  of  America  of  that  asylum  which 
Great  Britain  has  always  afforded  to  men  of  all  nations  and  of  aU  politi- 
cal opinions. 

But  while  the  government  of  the  United  States  complain  that  her 
Majesty's  policy  of  neutrality  has  failed,  her  Majesty's  government  have 
had  frequent  occasion  to  complain  that  the  United  States  have  carried 
beyond  all  acknowledged  limits  the  rights  of  belligerents.  The  crews  of 
vessels  seized  as  blockade-runners,  who,  by  the  law  of  nations,  are  only 
subject  to  detention  till  the  case  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  found 
has  been  heard  in  a  prize  court,  have  been  subjected  to  confinement  for 
an  indefinite  period  of  time  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  more  than  once  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  express  their  opin- 
ion that  such  proceedings  are  a  plain  violation  of  neutral  rights. 

The  United  States  government  have  also  compelled  British  merchants 
trading  between  New  York  and  a  neutral  port  to  give  bonds  for  the 
conduct  to  be  observed  by  them  in  that  port,  and  for  the  direction  of 
their  future  voyages,  and  this  is  against  the  plain  tenor  of  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  G-reat  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  have  likewise  permitted  their 
subordinates  and  recruiting  agents  to  enlist  British  subjects  who  had 
been  drugged,  and  had  not,  when  so  enlisted,  recovered  fi'om  the  effects 
of  the  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

If  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  resisted  more  strenuously  than 
they  have  hitherto  done  these  illegal  and  unfriendly  proceedings,  the 
cause  is  to  be  found  in  their  belief  that  the  passion  and  excitement  of 
the  contest  have,  for  a  time,  obscured  the  sense  of  justice  and  respect 
for  law  which  usually  distinguish  the  United  States,  and  that  with  the 
close  of  ther  contest  calm  consideration  will  return,  and  a  just  view  of 
these  transactions  will  be  taken. 

The  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States  are  earnestly  desired 
by  the  government  of  her  Majesty,  and  the  necessity  of  securing  peace 
and  harmony  on  the  border  between  the  British  and  the  United  States 
territory  is  fully  acknowledged.  With  this  disposition  on  both  sides, 
her  Majesty's  government  cannot  doubt  that  adequate  means  of  repress- 
ion will  be  fovind,  and  that  signal  failure  will  attend  any  wicked  attempts 
which  may  be  made  to  involve  the  two  nations  in  the  calamities  of  war. 
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It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  conclude  this  dispatcli  by  noticing  tlie  hand- 
some terms  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  declares  himself  not  only 
able  but  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the  Canadian  authority  has  in  the 
last  instance  mentioned  "  thus  far  co-operated  with  this  government  in 
faithful  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  the  disturbers  of  public  peace  to 
justice."  Her  Majesty's  government  trust  such  faithful  co-operation  in 
the  performance  of  friendly  offices  may  long  continue  on  both  sides. 

I  have  to  instruct  you  to  give  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

Lord  Lyons,  G.  C.  B.,  c6c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1194.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  19, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  25th 
of  November  last.  No.  821.  It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  repre- 
sentation which  under  previous  instructions  you  addressed  to  Earl  Eus- 
sell,  on  the  special  subject  of  the  recent  aggressions  upon  the  Canadian 
border.  The  paper  is  accurate,  elaborate,  and  comprehensive,  and  is 
therefore  approved.  I  fear,  however,  that  her  Majesty's  government 
very  imperfectly  apprehend  the  exigency  to  which  their  attention  has 
been  called.  Of  course  it  is  not  known  here  what  they  may  have  done 
in  the  premises ;  but  it  is  certain  that  while  they  have  been  either  con- 
sidering it,  or  overlooking  it,  the  complications  of  the  case  have  greatly 
increased. 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant,  No.  1190, 1  informed  you  that 
Coursol,  the  proArincial  judge  at  Montreal,  had  set  at  liberty  the  felons 
who  committed  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  murder  at  St.  Albans.  Sub- 
sequent information  confirms  the  fact,  with  the  addition  that  the  money 
stolen,  to  the  amount,  as  is  understood,  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  was  delivered  to  the  felons  by  the  police, 
under  the  direction  of  the  same  judge,  and  that  thus  richly  furnished 
with  the  spoils  of  our  citizens,  they  were  conveyed  amid  popular  accla- 
mations, in  sleighs  which  had  been  prepared  for  their  escape,  from  the 
court-room,  beyond  the  reach  of  fresh  pursuit;  that  the  discharge  of 
the  prisoners  was  placed  upon  technical  ground,  now  confessed  to  be  erro- 
neous, equally  in  law  and  in  fact ;  that  when  new  warrants  were  issued, 
the  police  were  dilatory  and  treacherous  in  its  execution,  and  that  all 
efforts  for  the  recapture  of  the  culprits  have  thus  far  been  unsuccessful. 
It  is  believed  that  they  have  already  escaped  fr'om  Canada,  to  find  even 
more  sure  protection  and  favor  in  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
eider  these  proceedings  as  either  legal,  just,  or  friendly  towards  the 
United  States. 

On.the  other  hand,  I  am  just  now  informed  that  Burleigh,  the  pirate 
of  Lake  Erie,  who  was  held  under  a  warrant  of  another  judge  at  Toronto, 
has  not  yet  been  set  at  liberty.  But  while  disappointment,  disgust,  and 
regret  on  account  of  the  escape  of  the  felons  at  Montreal  are  expressed 
by  the  Canadian  authorities,  and  while  the  expression  is  believed  to  be 
.sincere,  yet  we  have  no  authentic  information  that  any  proceedings  have 
been  taken  to  vindicate  the  so-called  neutrality  of  the  British  provinces, 
or  prevent  repetition  of  the  injuries  of  which  we  complained,  other  than 
the  unavailing  renewed  pursuit  of  the  offenders  out  of  one  colony  into 
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another.  This  is  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  other  side  of  the  bound- 
ary. On  this  side  there  have  been  intense  feeling  and  energetic  action. 
Congress  has  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  building  and  equipment  of 
six  steam  revenue  cutters  for  service  on  the  lakes.  The  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives  has  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate  a  bill,  which  requests  the 
President  to  give  the  notice  needfnl  for  bringing  to  an  end  the  recipro- 
city treaty.  Mr.  Chandler,  one  of  the  senators  of  Michigan  in  Congress, 
has  submitted  to  the  Senate  resolutions,  of  which  a  copy  is  hereunto 
annexed.  In  submitting  them,  he  discussed  with  severity  and  frankness 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces.  A  copy  of 
his  remarks  is  also  annexed. 

Major  General  Dix,  within  whose  command  the  eastern  part  of  the 
.frontier  lies,  without  directions. from  the  War  Department,  issued  and 
promulgated  general  orders,  of  which  a  copy  is  appended.  This  proceed- 
ing, although  it  met  with  general  favor,  was  nevertheless  overruled  and 
modified  by  the  President  in  one  of  its  essential  features.  That  modifi- 
cation appears  in  the  copy  of  a  supplementary  order  of  General  Dix, 
which  is  appended  to  this  dispatch. 

An  order  has  been  made  by  this  department,  directing  that  except  im- 
migrant passengers,  no  traveler  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the  United 
States  without  a  passport,  signed  and  vised  by  an  American  minister  or 
consul.  A  copy  of  this  order  is  annexed.  Thus  it  appears  that  owing 
to  transactions,  for  which  the  United  States  believe  themselves  perfectly 
irresponsible,  a  crisis  has  been  reached,  which  does  not  suffer  America;n 
citizens,  living  in  or  near  the  British  border,  to  navigate  the  frontier  lakes 
and  rivers  in  safety.  Their  treasure  is  not  safe  in  their  vaults,  and  their 
•  sleep  is  disturbed  by  well-founded  apprehensions  of  midnight  fire,  rob- 
bery, and  murderous  aggressions.from  the  British  border  provinces.  Our 
appeals  and  our  remonstrances  to  her  Majesty's  government  have  not 
gained  for  us  any  assurance  of  greater  security  in  the  future. 

You  will  exercise  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  form  and  extent  in 
which  you  will  place  these  facts  and  reflections  before  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment. ISTevertheless,  I  shall  procure  accurate  information  concerning 
the  amoimt  of  stolen  money,  which  was  delivered  by  order  of  Judge 
Coursol  to  the  felons  at  Montreal,  and  I  shall  expect  you  to  inform  her 
Majesty's  government  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  government  the  owners 
of  that  money  at  St.  Albans  are  entitled  to  restitution  thereof. 

In  all  your  communications  with  Earl  Eussell  you  will  assure  him  that 
this  government,  while  it  steadily  perseveres  in  seeking  guarantees  for 
our  domestic  peace  and  safety  against  the  invasion  of  border  enemies, 
nevertheless  most  earnestly  desires  and  constantly  aims  to  remain  in 
peace  and  friendship  and  fraternal  intercourse  with  the  British  provinces 
and  with  the  British  empire. 

Just  when  I  was  about  to  submit  the  foregoing  portion  of  this  paper 
to  the  President  for  his  approval,  I  was  favored  by  Mr.  Burnley  with  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  which  was  addressed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  Lord  Lyons 
on  the  26th  of  November  last.  Lord  Lyons  having  received  from  me,  for 
his  owu  information,  a  copy  of  my  instruction  to  you,  upon  which  your 
Dote  of  the  23d  of  November  last  to  Earl  Eussell  was  based,  Lord  Lyons 
very  properly  communicated  that  copy  to  the  right  honorable  secretary, 
and  he  with  equal  propriety  answered  your  representation  by  the  before- 
mentioned  dispatch,  addressed  to  Lord  Lyons.  In  Lord  Lyons's  absence, 
Mr.  Burnley  has  placed  the  dispatch  in  my  hands.  The  mail  cannot  wait 
for  a  full  consideration  on  my  part  of  Earl  Eussell's  careful' and  elaborate 
paper.  I  think,  however,  that  what  his  lordship  has  written  afibrds  no 
reason  for  withholding  from  her  Majesty's  government  the  facts,  opiu- 
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ions,  and  sentiments  whicli  I  have  submitted  in  tlie  instruction.  You 
will,  therefore,  make  them  known  to  Earl  Eussell,  with  an  explanation 
of  the  fact  that  they  were  prepared,  not  in  reply  to  his  lordship's  dis- 
patch to  Lord  Lyons,  but  in  anticipation  of  what  he  might  be  pleased  to 
offer. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Eranois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  d;c.,  tScc. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 

In  Senate — Wednesday ^  December  14,  1864. 

RAIDS  EROM  THE  BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Mr.  President,  I  see  in  this  morning's  paper  the  fol- 
lowing announcement : 

"  Toronto,  December  13. — The  St.  Albans  raiders  have  been  dis- 
charged for  want  of  jurisdiction.    There  is  much  excitement." 

■I  desire  to  offer  a  couple  of  resolutions  this  morning  bearing  upon 
this  subject,  one  of  them  pai'ticularly ;  but  I  do  not  expect  to  make  the 
Senate  understand  the  state  of  feeling  that  exists  on  the  Canadian  bor- 
der. I  have  a  great  number  of  letters  in  my  possession  from  gentlemen 
living  upon  that  border.  In  my  own  city,  which  is  within  musket 
range  of  the  Canadian  shore,  thousands  of  the  citizens  have  been  under 
arms  for  a  long  time,  and  we  have  been  under  a  continuous  state  of 
alarm  for  fear  of  incendiaries,  murderers,  burglars,  and  robbers  from  the 
Canadian  frontier.  From  the  announcement  that  I  have  read  it  would 
seem  to  appear  that  the  Canadian  authorities  have  made  up  their  minds 
to  protect  these  raiders.  As  I  understand  it,  a  man  goes  from  the  South 
to  Canada  with  a  commission  purporting  to  be  issued  by  Mr.  Davis, 
enlists  his  raiding  party,  crosses  the  frontier,  murders,  robs,  burns,  de^ 
stroys,  returns  again  to  Canada,  andis  there  protected  by  the  authorities. 
The  letters  which  I  have  in  my  possession  are  all  bearing  upon  thftt 
point.  The  one  I  now  hold  in  my  hand  is  from  one  of  our  most  respect- 
able citizens  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  a  gentleman  of  great  wealth,  of  high 
political  and  social  position,  and  who  earnestly  desires  to  avoid  a  diffi- 
culty with  Great  Britain  at  this  time.    He  says : 

"  The  anxiety  growing  out  of  the  mist  and  doubt  encircling  every 
rumor  that  reaches  us  is  not  to  be  endured,  and  upon  some  slight 
provocation  one  of  these  days,  regardless  of  neutral  lines,  our  people 
will  be  found  in  Canada  engaged  in  some  act  that  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment will  say  is  wrong,  and,  sooner  or  later,  war  will  be  the  result ;  this 
we  do  not  want."  « 

Again  he  says : 

"  Will  you  give  it  your  attention,  for  I  think  it  involves,  sooner  or 
later,  if  not  properly  heeded,  war  with  England." 

As  I  said  when  I  commenced,  I  have  no  expectation  of  making  the 
Senate  comprehend  this  state  of  excitement,  this  intense  state  of  feel- 
ing which  exists  on  that  border.  Vermont  may,  for  aught  I  know,  quietly 
submit  to  have  her  towns  robbed  and  burned,  and  her  citizens  murdered, 
but  the  I^Torthwest  will  not.  The  people  cannot  be  restrained  unless  the 
government  takes  prompt  and  immediate  action  upon  this  subject;  and 
I  desire  to  offer  the  following  resolution  on  the  subject.    It  may  not 
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meet  the  views  of  the  Senate,  but  I  offer  it  for  the  purpose  of  haying 
the  subject  referred  to  a  committee ;  and  I  have  another  to  follow  it: 

Whereas,  raids  have  been  organized  in  the  Canadas  and  Nova  Scotia, 
and  men  enlisted  in  said  British  provinces  by  men  purporting  to  hold 
commissions  from  the  rebels  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing  and  murdering  peaceable  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  burn- 
ing cities  and  villages,  of  piratically  capturing  merchant  vessels  And 
murdering  their  crews,  being  a  general  system  of  murder,  arson,  rob- 
beries, and  plunders  of  the  peaceable  and  unarmed  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  and  whereas  the  people  of  the  British  provinces  seem  disposed 
to  protect  these  thieves,  robbers,  incendiaries,  pirates,  and  murderers, 
not  only  in  their  individual  capacity,  but  by  the  quibbles  of  the  law : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  immediately  enlisting  an  army  corps  to 
watch  and  defend  our  territory  bordering  on  the  lakes  and  Canadian, 
line  from  aU  hostile  demonstrations. 

I  ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson.    1  object. 

The  President  jjto  tempore.  Objection  is  made,  and  the  resolution 
will  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chandler.    I  move  that  the  resolution  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

EBCLAMATION  ON  G-KEAT  BEITAIN. 

Mr.  Chandler.  I  had  hoped  that  that  resolution  would  pass  unani- 
mously this  morning ;  but  as  it  is  objected  to,  of  course  it  must  lie  over. 
I  now  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  rebellion  the  United 
States  were  at  peace  with  the  governments  of  the  world,  and  upon  terms 
of  comity  and  good  will  with  Great  Britain ;  and  whereas  that  nation, 
before  the  arrival  on  her  soil  of  our  minister  accredited  by  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Lincoln,  precipitately  acknowledged  the  rebels  as  bel- 
ligerents, thus  recognizing  their  flag  upon  the  ocean,  without  which 
recognition  it  would  have  been  regarded  and  treated  as  piratical  by  all 
other  powers ;  and  whereas  she  then  proclaimed  perfect  neutrality  be- 
tween a  republic  with  which  she  had  entertained  friendly  relations  for 
upward  of  half  a  century  and  its  treasonable  subjects;  and  whereas 
numbers  of  her  subjects,  with  the  knowledge  of  her  government,  com- 
menced fitting  out  British  fast-sailing  ships,  loaded  with  mimitions  of 
war,  for  the  purpose  of  running  into  our  blockaded  ports  to  the  rebels, 
thus  furnishing  them  the  means  of  organizing  and  continuing  the  rebel- 
lion, and  without  which  it  could  not  have  sustained  itself  six  months ;  and 
whereas,  in  addition  to  the  above,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  gov- 
ernment, British  subjects  and  mambers  of  Parliament  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  piratical  English  ships,  owned  by  British  subjects, 
manned  by  British  seamen,  and  sailing  under  British  Icolors,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  burning,  destroying,  and  ut^rly  driving  from  the  ocean  all 
peaceful  merchant  vessels  sailing  under  the  United  States  flag ;  and 
whereas  many  private  and  unarmed  American  ships  have  been  burned 
and  destroyed  by  these  pirates  from  British  ports,  thus  causing  great 
loss  and  damage  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  instructed  immediately  to 
make  out  a  list  of  each  ship  and  cargo  thus  destroyed,  with  a  fair  and 
separate  valuation  thereof,  and  interest  therfeon  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
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cent,  per  amram  from  tlie  date  of  capture  or  destruction  to  the  date  of 
presentation,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  demand  from  the  British  gov- 
ernment payment  in  full  for  all  ships  and  cargoes  destroyed  as  afore- 
said. 

1  ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  resolution,  and  move  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  President  pro  teinpore.  It  requires  unanimous  consent  to  con- 
sider the  resolution  at  the  present  time.    Is  there  objection'? 

Mr.  Johnson.    I  object. 

Th e- President  _pro  tempore.    Objection  being  made,  it  wiU  lie  over. 

Mr.  Chandler.    I  move  that  the  resolution  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agteed  to. 


[General  Orders  No.  97.] 

Headquarters  Department  oe  the  East, 

Weiv  Torlc  Giti/,  December  14,  1864. 

Information  ha\-ing  been  received  at  these  headquarters  that  the  rebel 
marauders  who  were  guilty  of  murder  and  robbery  at  St.  Albans  have 
been  discharged  from  arrest,  and  that  other  enterprises  of  a  like  char- 
acter are  actually  in  preparation  in  Canada,  the  commanding  general 
deems  it  due  to  the  people  of  the  frontier  towns  to  adopt  the  most  prompt 
and  efficient  measures  for  the  security  of  their  lives  and  property. 

AH  military  commanders  on  the  frontiers  are  therefore  instructed, 
in  case  further  acts  of  depredation  and  murder  are  attempted,  whether 
by  marauders  or  persons  acting  under  commissions  from  the  rebel  au- 
thorities at  Eichmond,  to  shoot  down  the  perpetrators,  if  possible,  while 
in  the  commission  of  their  crimes ;  or,  if  it  be  necessary,  with  a  view  to 
their  capture,  to  cross  the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  said  commanders  are  hereby  directed  to  pursue  them  wherever 
they  may  take  refuge,  and  if  captured  they  are  under  no  circumstances 
to  be  surrendered,  but  are  to  be  sent  to  these  headquarters  for  trial  and 
punishment  by  martial  law. 

The  major  general  commanding  the  department  will  not  hesitate  to 
exercise  to  the  frillest  extent  the  authority  he  possesses,  under  the  rules 
of  law  recognized  by  all  civilized  states,  in  regard  to  persons  organizing 
hostile  expeditions  within  neutral  territory  and  fleeing  to  it  for  an  asy- 
lum after  committing  acts  of  depredation  within  our  own,  such  an  exer- 
cise of  authority  having  become  indispensable  to  protect  our  cities  and 
towns  from  incendiarism  and  our  people  from  robbery  and  murder. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontier  districts  will 
abstain  from  all  acts  of  retaliation  on  account  of  the  outrages  committed 
by  rebel  marauders,  and  that  the  proper  measures  of  redress  will  be  left 
to  the  action  of  the  public  authorities. 

By  command  of  Major  General  Dix: 

D.  T.  VAN  BUEEN, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 

WEIGHT  EIYES, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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[General  Orders  No.  100.] 

Heabquartees  Department  of  the  East, 

New  Yorlc  City,  December  17, 1864. 
The  President  of  tlie  IJnited  States  having  disapproved  of  that  por- 
tion of  department  General  Orders  No.  97,  current  series,  which  instructs 
all  military  commanders  on  the  frontier,  in  certain  cases  therein  speciiied, 
to  cross  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and 
directs  pursuit  into  neutral  territory,  the  said  instruction  is  hereby 
revoked. 

In  case,  therefore,  of  any  future  marauding  expedition  into  our  terri- 
tory from  Canada,  military  commanders  on  the  frontiers  will  report  to 
these  headquarters  for  orders  before  crossing  the  boundary  hne  in  pur- 
suit of  the  guilty  parties. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Dix : 

D.  T.  VANBCJEEN, 
Colonel  and  Asssistant  Adjutant  General. 

Ofacial : 

G.  VON  EICKSTEDT, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


gbnerae  instructions  in  regard  to  passports. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  1, 1864. 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  visiting  foreign  countries  are  liable  to 
serious  inconvenience  if  unprovided  with  authentic  proof  of  their  national 
character.  Their  best  safeguard  is  a  passport  from  this  department, 
certifying  the  bearer  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Passports 
are  issued  upon  application,  supported  by  proof  of  citizenship. 

On  all  subsequent  occasions  a  simple  reference  to  the  number  and 
date  of  passport  will  be  sufiicient. 

When  the  applicant  is  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  he  must 
transmit  an  afladavit  of  this  fact,  signed  by  Mm,  stating  his  age  and 
J)lace  of  birth,  and  sworn  to  by  himself  and  one  other  citizen  of  the 
United  States  named  therein,  to  whom  he  is  personally  known,  and  to 
the  best  of  whose  knowledge  and  belief  the  declaration  made  by  him  is 
true.  This  affidavit  must  be  attested  by  a  notary  public,  under  his  sig- 
nature and  seal  of  office.  When  there  is  no  notary  in  the  place,  the 
affidavit  may  be  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  officer 
authorized  to  administer  oaths. 

If  the  applicant  be  a  naturalized  citizen,  his  certificate  of  naturaliza- 
tion must  be  transmitted  for  inspection.  It  will  be  returned  with  the 
passport.  The  widow  or  the  children  of  a  naturalized  citizen  must  trans- 
mit the  certificate  of  the  naturalization  of  the  husband  or  the  father, 
stating  under  oath  that  they  are  such  widow  or  childi'en. 

The  application  should  be  accompanied  by  a  description  of  the  person, 
stating  the  following  particulars,  viz :  Age,  years ;  stature, 

feet,  inches,  (English measure;)  forehead,     ,       ;  eyes,  ;  nose, 

;    mouth,  ;  chin,  ;  hair,  ;    complexion  ; 

face. 

When  the  applicant  is  to  be  accom^panied  by  his  wife,  children,  or  ser- 
vants, it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  the  names  and  ages  of  such  persons, 
and  their  relationship  to  the  applicant. 
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Persons  wlio  leave  the  country  expecting  to  obtain  passports  wMle 
abroad  from  the  diplomatic  or  consular  agents  of  the  United  States  are 
liable  to  disappointment,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  duty  of  those  agents  not 
to  grant  documents  of  that  character,  except  to  persons  who  are  cer- 
tainly known  to  be  entitled  to  them  ;  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable,  to  procure  proof  of  this  fact  in  a  foreign  country. 

Certificates  of  citizenship  or  passports  issued  bv  State  authorities,  or 
by  judicial  or  municipal  functionaries  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
recognized  by  the  officers  of  foreign  governments;  and  by  the  twenty- 
third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  18th  of  August, 
1856,  it  is  made  penal  for  such  authorities  and  functionaries  to  issue  such 
passports. 

When  husband,  wife,  and  minor  children  expect  to  travel  together,  a 
single  passport  for  the  whole  will  suffice.  For  any  other  person  in  the 
party  a  separate  passport  wUl  be  required. 

A  new  passport  will  be  expected  to  be  taken  out  by  every  person  when- 
ever he  or  she  may  leave  the  United  States,  and  every  passport  must  be 
renewed,  either  at  this  department  or  at  a  legation  or  consulate  abroad, 
within  one  year  from  its  date. 

Five  dollars  tax,  as  imposed  by  law,  wiU  be  required  in  United  States 
currency  with  each  application. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  17, 1864. 

The  President  directs  that,  except  immigrant  passengers  directly  enter- 
ing an  American  port. by  sea,  henceforth  no  traveler  shall  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  United  States  from  a  foreign  country  without  a  passport,  ^f 
a  citizen,  the  passport  must  be  from  this  department,  or  from  some 
United  States  minister  or  consul  abroad ;  and  if  an  alien,  from  the  com- 
petent authority  of  his  own  country ;  the  passport  to  be  countersigned 
by  a  diplomatic  agent  or  consul  of  the  United  States. 

This  regulation  is  intended  to  apply  especially  to  persons  proposing  to 
come  to  the  United  States  from  the  neighboring  British  provinces.  Its 
observance  wUl  be  strictly  enforced  by  all  officers,  civU,  military,  and 
naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  State  and  municipal 
authorities  are  requested  to  aid  in  its  execution.  It  is  expected,  how- 
ever, that  no  immigrant  passenger,  coming  in  manner  aforesaid,  will  be 
obstructed,  or  any  other  persons  who  may  set  out  on  their  way  hither 
before  intelligence  of  this  regulation  could  reasonably  be  expected  to 
reach  the  country  from  which  they  may  have  started. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

I.  Passports  for  Canada  and  the  adjoining  British  provinces  are  issued 
for  one  year,  and  need  not  be  surrendered  within  that  periodi 

II.  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  desirous  of  visiting  Canada,  may  take 
out  their  passports  either  from  United  States  consulates,  or  from  this 
department. 

III.  United  States  consular  agents  are  authorized  to  issue  passports, 
and  may  countersign  those  of  foreigners. 

IV.  Travelers  making  transit  through  Canada,  from  one  American 
port  to  another  American  port,  must  procure  passports. 

V.  Persons  residing  near  the  line,  who  desire  to  cross  and  recross  daily, 
in  pursuit  of  their  usual  avocations,  are  "travelers"  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  order,  and  must  provide  themselves,  with  passports. 
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VI.  Females  and  minor  children,  traveling  alone,  are  included  in  the 
order.  When,  however,  husband,  wife,  and  minor  children  travel  to- 
gether, a  single  passport  for  the  whole  will  suffice.  For  any  other  person 
in  the  party  a  separate  passport  will  be  required. 

VII.  Should  any  person,  native  or  foreign,  clandestinely  enter  the 
United  States  in  derogation  of  the  order,  the  fact  should  be  reported  to 
the  military  authorities  of  the  district. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpartjient  of  State, 

Washington,  December  19, 1864. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate,  for  your  information,  a  copy 
of  an  instruction  of  this  department  of  the  6th  instant,  and  of  its  inclos- 
ures,  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  minister  at  London,*  on 
the  subject  of  certain  intercepted  correspondence  of  insurgents  residing 
in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 


J.  HxJJME  BxTKNLEY,  Esq.,  t&c,  (fee,  t&c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


3£r.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 


•  Washington,  December  21, 1864. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
19th  instant,  and  of  its  inclosures,  relative  to  certain  intercepted  cor- 
respondence from  persons  residing  in  Canada. 

I  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general  of  Canada  copies  of  your  communication,  and 
that  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  make  her  Majesty's 
government  acquainted  with  the  information  which  is  contained  therein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURISXBT. 

Hon.  William  H.  'Sewaud,  t&c,  (fie,  d&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  December  21, 1864. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  authorities,  that  by  a  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  from  the 
United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  I  have  been  apprised  of  the  existence 
of  a  piratical  organization,  consisting  of  about  three  hundred  persons, 
which  has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  seizing,  plundering,  or  destroy- 
ing, or,  where  it  may  be  practicable,  of  appropriating  steamers  and  other 

[*  See  instruction,  No.  11^3,  to  Mr.  Adams,  December  6,  1864,  a»(e.] 
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vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  different  points 
along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts, -and  on  lakes  situated  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  The  consul  states  that  this  body  of  desper- 
adoes will  separate  into  smaller  parties  and  operate  at  different  points ; 
that  a  portion  of  the  band  will  remain  at  Nassau;  that  several  persons 
belonging  to  the  organization  have  pretended  commissions  from  the 
so-called  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  insurgents  in  arms  against  this 
government;  that  some  of  the  parties  connected  with  this  organization 
left  Halifax  recently  in  the  steamer  Acadie,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and 
Havana;  that  Braine,  one  of  the  piratical  leaders  engaged  in  the  seiz- 
ure of  the  steamers  Chesapeake  and  Eoanoke,  was  at  Halifax  two  or 
three  days  before  the  consular  dispatch  referred  to  was  written ;  and 
that  he  left  under  an  assumed  name  in  a  schooner  for  Nassau ;  that  Mc- 
Donald, who  was  associated  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, is  said  to  be  in  Canada,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant. 


J,  Hume  Btjenlet,  Esq.,  (fee,  <£c.,  dc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  F,  W,  Seward. 

No.  141.]  OONSTJLATB  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  December  13,  1864. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  organization  of  rebels 
has  been  formed,  consisting  of  at  least  three  hundred  persons,  for  the 
purpose  of  seizing,  plundering,  destroying,  and,  where  practicable, 
appropriating  American  steamers  and  other  vessels  ^t  different  points 
along  the  Atiantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  and  on  the  upper  lakes. 

The  main  object  of  these  pirates  will  be  to  seize  vessels  having  large 
amounts  of  money  on  hand.  This  body  of  desperadoes  will  separate  in 
smaller  parties  and  operate  at  different  points.  Their  base  of  operations 
and  headquarters  will  hereafter  be  at  Havana,  at  which  place  they  will 
be  supplied  with  money,  and  such  arms  and  other  means  as  may  be 
necessary  to  facilitate  their  operations.  A  portion  of  the  company  will 
probably  remain  at  Nassau ;  another  portion  will  proceed  from  Havana 
to  Vera  Cruz,  and  another  portion  to  California,  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
cepting and  seizing  the  Pacific  mail  steamers. 

Those  steamers  carrying  the  largest  amounts  of  money  will  be  the  spe- 
cial objects  of  attack.  Several  persons  belonging  to  the  organization 
have  commissions  from  the  rebel  secretary  of  the  navy.  Some  of  the 
parties  connected  with  the  piratical  gang  left  here  last  week  in  the 
steamer  Acadie,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and  Havana,  and  which  steamer, 
it  is  said,  will  proceed  from  Havana  to  Vera  Cruz. 

Lieutenant  Braine,  one  of  the  piratical  leaders,  and  who  was  connected 
with  the  seizure  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Eoanoke,  and  who  has  a  com- 
mission from  the  rebel  government,  was  here  two  or  three  days  ago  in 
disguise,  and  left  under  an  assumed  name  in  a  schooner  for  Nassau. 
McDonald,  who  was  connected  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, is  said  to  be  in  Canada,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 

United  States  Consul. 
,     Hon.  F.  W.  Sewaud, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


80  ENFORCEMENT   OF  NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  840..]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  22, 1864. 

Sir  :  lu  connection  with  your  dispatch  No.  1164,  of  the  29th  of  No- 
vember, I  have  the  honor  now  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  addressed 
by  me  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  lath,  and  of  his  lordship's  reply  of  the  16th 
instant,  relative  to  General  Dix's  report  of  the  hostUe  movements  in 
Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  TEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  12, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  Washington,  by  the 
ofitieer  holding  the  chief  command  in  the  military  department  embracing 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States.  I  have  already  been  called 
upon  to  enter  so  fully  into  the  argument  connected  with  this  subject, 
that  1  deem  it  superfluous  on  the  present  occasion  to  do  more  than  to 
furnish  this  paper  as  an  additional  illustration. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  dkc. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Wab  Depajetment, 
WasMngtooi  City,  November  25, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  transmit  for  your  informa- 
tion the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dix  relative  to  the 
disturbed  condition  of  the  northern  frontiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Major  General  Dix  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

Hjiadqtjarters  Department  op  the  East, 

New  TorJc  City,  November  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  following  reliable  information :    There  are  about  forty 
rebels  in  Marysbuxg,  Prince  Edward's  County,  Canada,  on  the  north 
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side  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  northwest  of  Oswego.  They  drill  regularly 
about  three  times  a  week,  and  are  armed  with  revolvers.  They  board 
with  the  farmers  in  the  neighborhood,  seem  to  have  plenty  of  money, 
and  say  they  belong  to  John  Morgan's  corps.  These  organizations  for 
hostile  purposes,  on  Canadian  soU,  are  so  plainly  in  violation  of  all  the 
obligations  of  neutrality,  that  I  cannot  doubt  the  willingness  of  the 
Canadian  authorities  to  put  an  end  to  them  on  proper  notice. 

There  are  some  indications  of  retahation  on  the  part  of  our  citizens 
along  the  frontier,  on  account  of  the  outrages  on  the  Detroit  Eiver  and 
at  St.  Albans ;  and  I  think  the  publication  of  my  report  in  regard  to 
the  former  would  have  a  salutary  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  hne. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

jOH:sr  A.  Dix, 


Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Major  General,  New  xorlc. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  16, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  12th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  of  the  TJnited  States,  by  the  officer  holding  the  chief  command 
in  the  military  department  embracing  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  respecting  the  organization  of  a  party  of  persons  in  Canada, 
apparently  with  a  view  of  hostile  operations  against  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
government  is  very  seriously  directed  to  the  means  of  preventing  such 
inroads  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States  as  that  which  is  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  the  St.  Albans  raid. 

If  it  should  appear  that  the  persons  concerned  in  such  inroads  are  for 
any  reason  not  subject  to  extradition,  they  and  others  must  in  some  way 
be  effectually  prevented  from  committing  simUar  offenses  against  a 
neighboring  state. 

But  I  need  scarcely  point  out  to  you  that  any  invasion  of  the  Canada 
territory  from  the  United  States  would  excite  hostile  feehngs  in  Canada 
against  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  might  prove  extremely  in- 
jurious to  the  pacific  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  tfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  24, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  8th  instant,  and  to  previous 

correspondence  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  steamer  Georgiana,  I 

have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  a  dispatch  which 

,1  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  by 

which  you  will  perceive  that  the  Canadian  government  is  fully  alive  to 
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the  importance  of  preventing  the  formation  of  any  plans  hostile  to  the 
IJnited  States  on  British  soil.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <&e.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House,  Quebec,  December  17,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  11th  instant,  and  its  iuclosures,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the 
steamer  Georgiana,  and  to  other  proceedings  reported  to  be  on  foot  in 
Canada  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  the  Canadian 
government  is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  preventing  the  formation 
of  any  plans  hostile  to  the  United  States  on  British  soil,  and  has  taken 
stringent  measures  to  that  end,  both  of  a  civil  and  military  character. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

'  MOlfOK. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  c&c,  cfec,  (fee. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Memorandum.] 

Eelative  to  the  apprehended  attempts  of  persons  hostile  to  the  United 
States  from  Canada,  Viscount  Monck  informs  me  that  he  has  taken 
measures  for  the  prevention  of  such  acts,  by  the  establishment  of  a  de- 
tective police  force,  under  special  stipendiary  magistrates,  along  the 
border  between  Canada  and  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

Viscount  Monck  has  also  called  out  for  permanent  duty  a  strong  force 
of  the  volunteer  militia,  who  are  to  be  stationed  on  the  frontier  line. 

These  measures  Viscount  Monck  hopes  will  effectually  prevent  any 
such  attempts  as  those  alluded  to. 

^British  Le&ation,  Washington,  December  26, 1864. 


■Jfr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  13th  December,  relative  to 
the  alleged  manufacture  of  what  is  known  as  "  Greek  fire,"  for  use  in 
attempts  to  burn  cities  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

^   I  have  iiie  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfec,  &c.,  <&c. 
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Viscount  MoncTc  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  December  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
and  inclosures  relative  to  the  alleged  manufacture  at  Windsor  of  "  Greek 
fire,"  for  use  in  attempts  to  burn  cities  in  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  will  take  immediate  meas- 
ures to  have  the  truth  of  this  allegation  investigated,  and  should  it 
prove  well  founded  I  will  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  within  my 
power  to  defeat  the  objects  of  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MON^OK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfec,  <&c.,  <S;c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  relating  to  sus- 
picions entertained  that  two  vessels  in  course  of  construction  in  Mon- 
treal are  intended  to  be  employed  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Oailada,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  his  excellency  wUl  cause  an  investigation 
to  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <&o.,  &c.,  &c. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

QuEiBEC,  December  22, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  16th  instant,  with  its  ijiclosures,  respecting  two  vessels  now  building 
at  Montreal,  alleged  to  be  for  the  naval  service  of  the  so-called  Confed- 
erate States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  will  cause  the  suspicious 
circumstances  connected  with  these  vessels  to  be  strictly  investigated, 
and  wiU  be  guided  in  my  actions  by  the  facts  which  may  be  elicited. 

I  may  add  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  immediate  danger  from  these 
vessels,  as  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  now  closed  for  the  sea- 
son, and  it  is  impossible  that  these  vessels  can  leave  Montreal  for  the 
next  four  or  five  months. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c.', 

MONCK. 

J.  Hume  Burio^ey,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Sewa/rd  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  29, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  sincere  gratification,  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th,  which  is  accompaified  by  a  copy  of  a 
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dispatch,  of  the  17th.  instant,  addressed  to  you  by  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  of  Canada,  in  -which,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  the 
steamer  Georgian,  it  is  stated  that  the  Canadian  government  is  fally 
alive  to  the  importance  of  preventing  the  formation  of  any  plans  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States  on  British  soil,  and  that  it  has  taken  stringent 
measures  to  that  end,  both  of  a  civil  and  military  character. 

I  beg  you  to  convey  to  his  excellency  an  expression  of  the  high  appre- 
ciation entertained  by  this  government  of  the  friendly  spirit  which  he 
has  manifested,  and  of  the  judicious  measures  which  he  has  adopted, 
with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  prov- 
inces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  Htjme  Burnlet,  Esq.,  t&c,  (&c.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

■  Depaetme:^t  of  State, 

Washington,  December  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  a  copy  of  depositions  which  were  communicated  to  me  on 
the  22d  instant,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  Jacob  Thompson,  an 
insurgent  enemy  of  the  United  States  in  Canada,  and  to  those  of  one 
Holcombe  and  others,  in  organizing,  aiding,  and  abetting  hostile  expe- 
ditious against  the  United  States.  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  the 
information  to  his  excellency  Viscount  Monck,  but  I  must  request  you 
to  cause  the  names  of  the  deponents  to  be  regarded  as  confidential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  HxTME  Btjbnlet,  Esq.,  cfec,  &c.,  &c. 


Col.  Sweet  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Headquaetees  Post  Cajmp  Douglas, 

Chicago,  III.,  December  22,  1864. 
SiE :  At  the  request  of  Hon.  Charles  S.  Wilson,  editor  of  the  Chicago 
Evening  Journal,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  affidavits  of 
Maurice  Langhorn,  of  Kentucky,  and  John  Maugham,  an  intelligent 
young  Englishman,  of  Windsor,  Canada,  both  of  which  show  that  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  probably  originated,  certainly  abetted, 
the  two  rebel  raids  lately  attempted,  the  first  in  August  last,  at  the  time 
of  the  Chicago  convention ;  the  second  on  the  8th  of  November,  at  the 
time  of  the  presidential  election,  on  Chicago  and  Camp  Douglas,  and 
both  of  which  were  to  have  been  assisted  by  the  Sons  of  Liberty  of 
Illinois  and  other  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  SWEET, 

Col.  Com'd'g  Post. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

■  Secretary  of  State. 
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TMtted  States  op  America, 

Northern  district  Illinois,  city  of  Chicago  : 

I,  John  Mangham,  of  Windsor,  Canada  West,  aged  twenty-two  years, 
and  by  occupation  a  bank  clerk  and  teller,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  do 
depose  and  say:  That  some  time  in  the  month  of  May  or  June,  1864, 
while  acting  as  a  bank  clerk  in  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  at  Wind- 
sor, Canada  West,  I  became  acquainted  with  a  man  who  seemed  to  be 
about  fifty  years  of  age;  was  introduced  to  him  at  the  Harons  House 
ia  Windsor,  by  whom  I  do  not  remember,  as  Captain  Carson.  About 
the  time  of  my  first  acquaintance  with  this  man  he  jeceived,  from  some 
person  unknown  to  me,  a  large  sum  of  money,  through  the  Bank  of 
Tipper  Canada,  in  a  sealed  package.  I  saw  him  not  more  than  once  or 
twice  again  till  the  25th  of  August  following,  when  I  met  him  at  Toron- 
to, Canada,  and  then  and  there  learned  that  his  true  name  was  Jacob 
Thompson,  and  that  he  was  from  the  southern  and  rebel  States  of  the 
United  States. 

At  Toronto,  Canada,  about  the  25th  or  26th  day  of  August,  1864, 1 
became  acquainted  with  a  man  then  calling  himself  anfd  passing  under 
the  name  of  Clay  Wilson,  but  who  has  since  been  known  to  me  as  Captain 
B.  J.  Castleman,  of  Kentucky  and  the  rebel  army,  Avho  is  now  impris- 
oned at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where  I  visited  him  on  the  8th  day  of 
October,  1864,  after  his  arrest. 

At  the  time  of  my  first  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Wilson,  otherwise  Cap- 
tain Castleman,  namely,  about  the  25th  or  26th  of  August,  aforesaid,  I 
understood  an  expedition  was  being  fitted  out  at  Toronto,  Canada,  to 
go  south;, that  Dr.  Hunter,  since  known  to  me  as  Captain  Mines,  of  the 
rebel  army,  Colonel  Ben.  Nicholson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Wilson,  otherwise 
Captain  Castleman,  Maurice  Langhorn,  and  men  named  Leslie,  Bell, 
Wasson,  and  others,  were  to  take  part  in  the  expedition. 

It  was  arranged  that  I  should  remain  at  Toronto  after  the  departure 
of  the  expedition,  and  carry  ten  thousand  dollars  to  Captain  Castleman,  at 
Chicago.  I  do  not  remember  what  day  the  expedition  left  Toronto,  but 
think  very  soon  after.  I  do  not  know  what  the.strength  of  the  expedi- 
tion was,  but  afterwards  understood  that  the  expedition  was  to  have 
been  assisted  in  its  real  object  by  persons  in  Chicago. 

On  Tuesday,  the  30th  day  of  August,  1864,  in  the  office  of  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  Toronto,  Canada,  Jacob  Thompson  gave  me  ten  thousand  dollars 
in  United  States  currency,  greenbacks,  all  in  bills  of  the  denomination 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  with  instructions  to  deliver  the  same  to  Wilson, 
otherwise  Capt.  Castleman,  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  I  left  Toronto  on  the 
same  day,  arrived  at  Chicago  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  August, 
1864,  and  delivered  the  money,  as  had  been  directed,  to  Capt.  Castleman. 
At  Chicago  I  learned  that  the  expedition  was  a  failure.  I  met  Captain 
Castleman  in  the  southern  part  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  soon  after,  and 
up  to  the  timfe  of  his  arrest  at  Sullivan,  Indiana,  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1864,  acted  as  a  messenger  for  him.  I  afterwards  saw  Dr. 
Hunter,  otherwise  Capt.  Hines,  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1864,  at  Pana, 
Illinois,  and  thereafter  acted  as  a  messenger  for  him. 

On  the  1st  day  of  November,  1864,  under  instructions  from  Captain 
Hines  to  go  to  Kentucky  and  find  Colonel  Jessie,  a  Kentucky  guerilla, 
and  ask  him  to  send  as  many  inen  of  his  command  as  possible  to  Capt. 
Hines,  at  Chicago,  to  arrive  there  as  soon  as  the  8th  of  November,  I 
left  Chicago  and  went  via  Cincianati,  Ohio,  and  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Drennen,  found  Col.  Jessie,  delivered  the  message, 
and  he  promised  to  send  the  men. 

I  also  gave  him,  by  direction  of  Captain  Hines,  eleven  hundred  dol- 
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lars  to  pay  expenses,  and  returned,  via  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  to  Chi- 
cago, where  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  day  of  November,  1864, 1  was 
arrested. 

J.  MANGHAM. 

United  States  op  Amekica, 

Northern  District  of. Illinois : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1864,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  John  Mangham,  who,  being  by  me  first  duly 
sworn,  did  declare  and  say  that  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  statement 
by  him  subscribed  are  true. 

.  Witiiess  my  hand  and  official  seal  at  Chicago,  this  23d  December,  A. 
D.  1864. 

[L.  s.]  PHILIP  A.  HOYNE, 

United  States  Commissioner  Northern  District  Illinois. 


United  States  op  America, 

Northern  District  of  Illinois,  City  of  Chicago : 
I,  Maurice  Langhorn,  of  Marysville,  Kentucky,  aged  twenty-six  years, 
and  formerly  a  member  of  company  B,  fifth  Kentucky  rebel  cavalry, 
Colonel  D.  Howard  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  do  say  that,  on  or 
about  the  17th  day  of  June,  1864, 1  went  to  Windsor,  Canada  West ; 
that  very  soon  after  my  arrival  I  saw  a  man  who  passed  under  the  name 
of  Carson,  but  whose  real  name  is  Colonel  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Missis- 
sippi, formerly  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  Mr.  Buchanan.  I  saw 
Mr.  Thompson  in  Washington  City,  during  the  time  that  he  was  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  and  at  Eichmond  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  present 
rebellion,  and  know  him  to  be  the  same  man.  Mr.  Thompson  did  not 
remain  at  Windsor  long  after  my  arrival,  but  established  his  headquar- 
ters at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  at  Toronto,  Canada.  About  the  25th  or  26th 
of  August,  1864,  at  Windsor,  Canada,  Colonel  Ben.  Anderson,  for- 
merly of  third  rebel  Kentucky  regiment,  told  me  that  some  expedi- 
tion was  afoot  for  the  benefit  of  the  confederate  government  against 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  same  was  to  be  fitted  out  and  start  from 
Toronto,  gave  me  a  free  ticket  to  Toronto,  and  proposed  to  me  to  join. 
I  assented,  and  went  with  him  to  Toronto,  where  we  met  with  Jacob 
Thompson,  Captain  Castleman  of  Morgan's  command.  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith, 
assistant  surgeon  fourth  rebel  Kentucky  cavalry,  and  John  Mangham, 
who  had  been  a  bank  clerk  with  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  at  Wind- 
sor. It  had  been  arranged  and  agreed  upon  that  an  expedition  com- 
posed of  rebel  soldiers,  escaped  prisoners  and  officers,  to  number,  as  was 
said,  two  to  three  hundred  men,  should  proceed  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  for 
the  purpose  of  releasing  the  pHsoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas.  We 
were  informed  that  at  Chicago  assiistance  would  be  received  from  men 
who  would  go  there,  under  cover  of  attend,ing  the  Chicago  convention, 
from  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, to  the  number  of  from  2,500  to  4,000,  who  would  be,  like  our- 
selves, armed.  The  party  was  to  divide,  and  go  on  by  different  routes. 
On  the  26th  day  of  August,  Colonel  Ben.  Anderson,  Dr.  Smith, 
William  E.  Bell,  and  myself,  started  for  Chicago,  and  arrived  there  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th  of  August.  We  were  directed  to  stop  at  the 
Eichmond  House.  At  Chicago  we  met  Colonel  G.  St.  Leger  Grenfell, 
Captain  Castleman,  Captain  Hines,  Captain  George  Keister,  Captain 
CantriU,  Captain  Drake,  and  eight  or  ten  others,  all  officers  of  the  rebel 
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army,  and  a  good  many  rebel  soldiers,  all  in  citizens'  dress  and  armed 
with  pistols.  At  Chicago  we  met  Charles  Walsh  of  that  city,  who  said 
there  was  a  secret  organization  there  to  assist  us.  On  the  29th  day  of 
August,  in  the  evening,  I  went  to  Walsh's  house,  near  Camp  Douglas, 
and  found  a  large  number  of  arms  there,  and  three  rebel  soldiers  who 
had  been  there  a  week,  making  cartridges.  My  business  there  was  to 
show  them  how  to  make  them.  OwlAg  to  the  vigilance  of  the  authori- 
ties at  Camp  Douglas  our  expedition  failed,  and  the  oflcers  and  men 
separated,  some  going  to  Canada,  and  others  to  southern  Illinois  and 
Indiana  to  organize  and  driU  copperheads  for  a  grand  uprising  in  the 
North.    I  returned  to  Windsor,  Canada. 

Afterwards,  about  the  9th  or  10th  of  September,  on  the  application  of 
some  persons  belonging  to  the  confederate  army,  I  visited  Jacob  Thomj)- 
son,  at  Toronto,  to  obtain  an  outfit,  arms,  and  clothing  for  them,  as  well 
as  transportation  to  go  through,  some  by  the  way  of  Halifax  and  Ber- 
muda to  run  the  blockade  to  Wilmington,  and  others  through  the  lines 
in  Kentucky.  I  saw  him  at  his  rooms  at  the  Queen's  Hotel.  He  told 
me  that  he  had  furnished  Captain  Hines  with  $23,000  to  release  the 
'  prisoners  at  Camp  Douglas,  and  in  the  event  of  failure  to  carry  men 
■with  him  through  the  rebel  lines,  and  that  he  could  not  furnish  more 
money  or  another  outfit  to  send  the  same  men  through.  He  said  he  had 
fands  in  his  hands  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out 
expeditions'to  injure  the  United  States  and  benefit  the  southern  States, 
but  that  Holcombe  had  means  to  establish  agencies,  and  operate  to  send 
rebel  soldiers  through  the  lines,  and  that  my  application  should  be  niade 
to  Holcombe. 

I  know  Colonel  Grenfell,  Captain  CantrUl,  Captain  Hines,  Charles 
Walsh,  and  many  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  raid  on  Chicago  and 
Camp  Douglas,  about  the  6th  of  November,  1864,  aud  that  they  are  the 
same  persons  who  were  a  part  of  the  expedition  at  the  time  of  the  Chi- 
cago convention. 

I  further  depose  and  say  that,  desiring  to  renew  my  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  government,  I  received  through  Colonel  B.  H.  Hill,  com- 
manding at  Detroit,  Michigan,  a  safe  conduct  to  Washington  City,  had 
an  interview  with  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
'giance  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  1864 ;  returned  to  Michigan,  from 
Michigan  to  Elinois,  and  went  to  Chicago  with  intention  to  locate,  arriv- 
ing several  days  before  the  election,  on  the  8th  day  of  November.  Soon 
after  my  arrival  I  became  aware  of  the  presence  of  rebel  officers  and  sol- 
diers in  the  city,  ascertained  their  objects,  and  immediately  went  to 
Camp  Douglas  and  informed  Colonel  Sweet,  commanding  post,  and  have 
since  that  time  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  governmenr, 
under  orders  of  Colonel  Sweet,  in  identifying  and  arresting  officers,  sol- 
diers, and  others  connected  with  the  raid.  And  further  deponent  saith 
not. 

M.  LANGHOEN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  Chicago,  Illinois,  this  19th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1864. 

PHILIP  A.  HOYNB, 
Z7.  S.  Gmnmissioner  Northern  District  Illinois. 

United  States  oe  America, 

Northern  District  of  Illinois  : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1864,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  Maurice  Langhorn,  and  he,  being  by  me  first 
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duly  sworn,  did  declare  and  say  tliat  the  contents  of  tlie  foregoing  state- 
ment are  true.    In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
ofScial  seal,  at  Chicago,  the  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1864. 
[L.  s.]  .     PHILIP  A.  HOYNB, 

United-  States  Commissioner  Northern  district  Illinois. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  19th  instant  you  did  me  the  honor  to  forward  to  me  cer- 
tain intercepted  correspondence  from  persons  hostile  to  the  United 
States  residing  in  Canada,  and  which  I  communicated  without  delay  to 
his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

His  excellency  now  requests  me  to  state  to  you  that  it  appears  both 
to  himself  and  to  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown  in  Canada  that  this 
correspondence  might  be  made  the  ground  of  an  indictment  against  the 
persons  implicated  in  it  if  the  clue  afforded  in  some  of  the  letters  to  their 
identification  could  be  followed  up. 

Whatever  information  can  be  procured  on  the  subject  will  be  gladly 
received  by  the  governor  general,  who  will  lose  no  time  ui  putting  in 
operation  the  necessary  means  for  the  detention  and  punishinent  of  per- 
sons who  have  been  plotting  on  Canadian  soil  against  the  neutrality  of 
her 'Majesty's  dominions,  should  it  be  found  possible  to  reach  them  by 
legal  process. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
^  Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  (&c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ISo.  846.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  30, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  reception  of  your  dispatches  ISTos;  1183, 
1186,  and  1189,  I  decided  to  ask  an  interview  with  Lord  Russell.  I  pre- 
ferred to  take  this  course  rather  than  to  make  the  papers  the  subject  of 
successive  written  communications.  His  lordship  received  me  on  Wed- 
nesday at  the  Foreign  Of&ce,  where  I  had  a  frank  conversation  with 
him. 

I  then  referred  to  the  serious  increase  of  the  difficulties  occasioned 
by  the  operation  of  the  rebel  emissaries  in  Canada.  On  that  subject  I 
now  had  in  my  hands  three  different  dispatches,  each  relating  to  a  dis- 
tinct matter.  At  first  I  had  thought  of  making  my  communication  in 
writing,  but  after  reflecting  upon  the  very  strong  assurances  given  to 
me  in  his  lordship's  note  of  the  16th  instant,  as  to  the  determination 
of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  put  a  stop 
to  these  abuses,  it  had  seemed  to  me  that  to  write  again  might  imply  a 
doubt  of  its  good  faith,  which  I  was  far  from  entertaining.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  had  preferred  to  bring  copies  of  the  material  papers 
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■with,  me,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  them  in  his  hands,  as  cumiilative 
proof  of  the  systematic  abuse  of  the  neutral  territory  practiced  by  the 
rebels  and  their  agents.  I  then  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Benjamin,  contained  in  your  No.  1183,  as  well  as  of  the  letters 
of  General  Dix  and  Colonel  Townsend,  which  came  with  Nos.  1186  and 
1189.  His  lordship  read  over  the  first  of  these  in  my  presence,  making 
now  and  then  a  comment  as  he  went  on.  He  then  explaiaed  the  precise 
nature  of  the  legal  difBculty  which  had  led  to  the  release  of  the  St. 
Albans  raiders.  It  grew  out  of  an  effort  of  the  Canadian  legislature  to 
consolidate  the  provisions  of  former  laws  to  carry  out  the  extradition, 
which  had"  had  the  effect  to  repeal  those,  while  the  new  act  had  not  yet 
obtained  the  necessary  sanction  of  the  privy  council  here.  It  was  much 
to  be  regretted,  on  every  account,  that  this  should  have  happened. 

His  lordship,  however,  went  on  to  remark,  that  if  the  fact  could  be 
clearly  made  out  that  this  action  in  Canada  was  carried  on  by  the  bel- 
ligerent authorities  at  Eichmond,  aad  under  their  instructions,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  that  they  might  at  once  be 
proceeded  against  in  the  courts,  as  guilty  of  a  high  offense  against  her 
Majesty's  authority,  and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  He  alluded  par- 
ticularly to  the  lord  chancellor,  as  clear  on  that  point.  I  repUed  that 
this  had  always  seemed  to  me  the  alternative.  If  these  people  were  not 
acting  under  belligerent  authority,  they  were  liable,  as  criminals,  to  the 
claim  of  extradition,  under  the  treaty.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  could 
prove  that  they  were  so  acting,  then  they  were  liable  as  violators  of  the 
neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territory. 

His  lordship  likewise  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  government 
had  recommended  to  the  authorities  in  Canada  to  procure  the  passage 
of  an  act  by  the  legislature,  which  was  about  to  assemble,  similar  to 
that  passed  by  Congress  in  1838.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  desire 
expressed  in  your  dispatch  to  me,  HJTo.  1136,  of  24th  October  last,  and  in 
my  note  to  his  lordship  of  the  23d  November,  based  upon  the  instruc- 
tions in  that  paper. 

I  then  referred  to  the  growth  of  the  excitement  on  this  subject  in 
America,  in  consequence  of  the  vagueness  as  well  as  the  variety  of  the 
alleged  schemes  of  these  people,  as  they  wer^  reported  in  the  news- 
papers. The  anxiety  and  suspense  occasioned  to  the  inhabitants  along 
the  whole  border  were  worse  than  any  definite  assault  could  possibly 
be.  It  was,  doubtless,  in  consequence  of  this  that  the  order  of  General 
Dix  had  been  issued,  which  was  referred  to  in  the  telegraphic  intelli- 
gence received  through  the  newspapers  this  evening.  I  could  not  tell 
how  correctly  the  language  might  be  reported,  but  I  was  convinced, 
from  my  personal  knowledge  of  General  Dix,  that  if  he  had  issued  such 
an  order,  it  had  been  drawn  from  him  only  by  the  great  pressure  of  the 
public  feeling  demanding  protection  from  violence. 

His  lordship  expressed  great  concern  at  this  proceeding.  Whilst  he 
was  desirous  of  doing  everything  in  his  power  to  give  security  to  the 
frontier,  and  he  believed  the  Canadian  authorities  anxious  to  co-operate 
as  effectively  as  possible,  he  could  not  but.  view  any  such  acts  as  Gen- 
eral Dix  appeared  to  authorize  on  the  Canadian  territory  as  likely  to 
complicate  matters  very  gravely. 

I  replied,  that,  from  my  knowledge  of  General  Dix,  I  did  not  believe 
that  he  acted  with  any  desire  to  magnify  the  difficulties  between  the 
two  governments. 

His  lordship  said  that  Lord  Lyons  had  seen  him  when  at  New  York. 
He  concluded  the  interview  by  expressing  a  hope  that  we  might  find  a 
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safe  issue  from  this,  as  we  had  from  so  many  other  troubles  that  had 
sprung  up  during  this  war. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  felt  here  on  account  of  the  act  of 
General  Dix.  The  furids  were  affected  by  it  yesterday.  The  hopes  of 
the  rebel  sympathizers  were  also  a  little  raised  by  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  31, 1864. 

Sm :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  12th  of  December,  and  to  pre- 
vious correspondence  on  the  subject  of  an  alleged  military  organization 
in  Canada  of  fugitives  from  the  United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  note,  and  of  its  inclosures,  which  I  have 
received  fi-om  the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  this  subject. 

You  will  observe  that  iipon  the  strictest  inquiry  no  traces  of  such  an 
organization  coufd  be  discovered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration;  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  <fcc.,  dc.,  dc. 


Viscount  Monclc  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

G-OVERNMENT  HouSE,  QUEBEC,  December  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  dispatch  of  ]Srovember  30,  on  the  subject 
of  an  alleged  military  organization  in  Canada  fif  fugitives  from  the 
United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Attorney  General  McDonald,  in  which  he  states  the  steps  that  were 
taken  for  investigating  the  matter.  You  will  observe  that  upon  the 
strictest  inquiry  no  traces  of  such  an  organization  could  be  discovered. 
I  am,  &c., 

MOifCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  cfcc,  die,  &c. 


Mr.  McDonald  to  Mr  Godley. 

Department  of  Attorney  General  for  Upper  Canada, 

Quebec,  December  24, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord  Lyons,  with  its  inclosure,  and  of  the  reply 
of  his  excellency  the  governor  general,  relative  to  the  alleged  organiza- 
tion and  drilling  in  county  of  Prince  Edward  of  fugitives  from  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general,  that  immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter 
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a  telegraphic  dispatcli  was  transmitted  by  me  to  tlie  county  Crown 
attorney  of  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  desiring  his  immediate  atten- 
tion to  the  matter. 

I  have  farther  to  state  that  that  ofBcer  immediately  proceeded  to 
make  inquiries  into  the  allegations  made,  and  that  he  has  since  reported 
that  though. such  inquiries  were  made  in  different  quarters,  he  can  dis- 
cover no  traces  of  any  .such  organization,  and  that  he  feels  confident 
that  the  county  of  i*rince  Edward  is  free  from  any  such  illegal  combina- 
tions, and  that  others  with  whom  hie  has  communicated  on  the  subject 
concur  in  that  opinion. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  A.  McDOXALD. 

D.  GoDLET,  Esq. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  31, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general 
order  issued  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  (Janada  on  the 
occasion  of  his  sending  troops  to  be  stationed  along_  the  frontier  line 
between  Canada  ^hd  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  (fee,  (fee,  (fee. 


[Form  the  Canada  Grazette  of  Decemlier  24,  1864.J 
MILITIA  GEKEEAL  OEDEES. 

Headquarters,  Quebec,  Becemher  23,  1864. 
«  VOLUNTBEE  MILITIA. 

General  Order.] 

1.  Eeferring  to  the  General  Order  of  December  19,  his  excellency  the 
commander-in-chief  is  pleased  to  call  out  for  actual  service  the  following 
companies  of  the  volunteer  force. 

2.  These  companies  will  be  formed  into  three  administrative  battal- 
ions, which  shall  be  composed,  respectively,  of  the  following  companies 
and  such  others  as  may  be  added  to  each  battalion  by  any  further  Gene- 
eral  Order^ 

WESTERN  BATTALION. 

'So.  1.  Company  from  3d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Montreal, 
Captain  J.  Bacon. 

No.  2.  Company,  York  rifles.  Captain  Davis. 

'So.  3.  Brockville  rifles,  Major  Crawford. 

'So.  4.  Company,  from  8th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 
Captain  Alleyn. 

'So.  5.  Brantford  rifles,  Captain  Grant. 

.  So.  6.  Belleville  rifles,  Major  Lev6sconte. 
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CENTRE  BATTALION. 

No.  1.  Company,  from  2d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Toronto, 

Lieutenant  John  Brown, 
'No.  2.  Company,  from  2d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Captain 

Charles  F.  Gilmor. 
Kd.  3.  Company,  from  14th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Kingston, 

Major  Kelly. 
No.  4.  Collingwood  rifles,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stephen. 

EASTERN  BATTALION. 

No.  1.  Company,  Woodstock  rifles.  Major  Richardson. 

No.  2.  Company,  Beachville  rifles,  Captain  Greig. 

No.  3.  Company,  from  8th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 

Lieutenant  A.  Jackson. 
No.  4.  Company,  from  9th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 

Captain  Gingras. 
No.  5.  Company,  1st  Cornwall  rifles,  Captain  Bergen. 

FIRST  (OR  western)  ADJSHNISTRATIVB  BATTALION. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel:  Lieutenant  Colonel  Osborne  Smith,  com-' 
manding  Victoria  rifles,  Montreal. 

To  be  major :  Major  Augustus  Heward,  major  Yictoria  rifles,  Mon- 
treal. 

To  be  adjutant:  Lieutenant  William  H.  Hutton,  of  Victoria  rifles, 
Montreal. 

SECOND  (OR  center)  ADMINISTRATIVE  BATTALION. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Smith  Durie, 
commanding  2d  battalion,  or  "Queen's  Own"  rifles,  Toronto. 

THIRD   (OR  eastern)   ADMINISTRATIVE  BATTALION. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  B.  Taylor,  com- 
manding battalion  Oxford  rifles. 

To  be  captain  :  Lieutenant  A.  Jackson,  adjutant  8th  battalion  volun- 
teer militia  rifles,  Quebec. 

6.  In  calling  out  for  actual  service  this  portion  of  the  volunteer  force, 
the  commander-in-chief  desires  to  express  the  gratification  he  has  expe- 
rienced at  the  numerous  offers  of  service  he  has  received  from  volunteer 
companies  all  through  the  province,  as  soon  as  it  became  known  that 
men  were  required  for  permanent  duty. 

7.  The  commander-in-chief  desires  to  impress  upon  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned offlcers,  and  men  of  the  force  called  out  for  duty,  that 
they  are  imbodied  not  for  the  purpose  of  warfare,  but  with  the  object 
of  aiding  the  civil  power  in  its  efforts  to  prevent  aggression  on  the  ter- 
ritories of  a  friendly  state  on  the  part  of  persons  eujoying  the  right  of 
asylum  in  her  Majesty's  dominions,  and  to  maintain,  as  regards  Canada, 
that  complete  neutrality  with  respect  to  the  war  now  existing  ia  the 
United  States  which  her  Majesty  has  enjoined  on  all  her  subjects. 

8.  With  these  objects  in  view,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  all  officers  com- 
manding detachments  on  the  frontier  to  take  special  care  that  the  ter- 
ritorial rights  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  shaU  be  carefully 
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respected,  and  that  no  infringement  by  tlie  men  under  their  command 
shall,  under  any  circumstances,  take  place  of  such  regulations  for  the 
security  of  their  borders  as  may  be  made  from  time  to  time  by  that 
government. 

9.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  ofiScers,  should  suspicious  circumstances  be 
brought  under  their  observation,  immediately  to  report  any  such  to  the 
civil  authorities,  and  to  place  themselves  under  their  guidance. 

By  command  of  his  excellency  the  right  honorable  the  governor  gen- 
eral and  commander-in-chief: 

A.  DB  SALABEEEY, 
Lieut.  Col.,  DepHy  Adft  OenH  of  Militia,  Lower  Canada. 

WALKEE  POWELL, 
Lieut.  Gpl.,  DepHy  AdjH  Gen'l  of  Militia,  Upper  Canada. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHiwaTON,  Decemler  31, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  13th  December,  inclosing, 
for  the  information  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  War  Department  in  regard  to  the  alleged  manufacture  of  what 
is  known  as  "  Greek  fire,"  for  use  in  attempts  to  burn  cities  in  the 
United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  copies'  of  a  dispatch  and 
of  its  inclosure,  which  I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  to  whom  I  had  forwarded  copies  of  your  communica- 
tion. ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hmnble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Sevtabd,  &c.,  .&c.,  &c. 


Viscount  MoncJc  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House,  Quebec,  Becember  26, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  dispatch,  of  the  14th  instant,  on  the  sub-' 
ject  of  the  alleged  manufacture,  in  Canada,  of  "  Greek  fire,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  burning  cities  in  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  United  States  government,  a  copy  of 
the  letter  of  the  attorney  general  for  Canada  West,  showing  the  meas- 
ures that  have  been  taken  in  order  to  obtain  evidence  in  the  matter. 
.         I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burni,et,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &€. 


Mr.  McBonald  to  Mr.  Godley. 

Departkent  of  Attorney  General  for  Upper  Canada, 

Quebec,  Becemher  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  of  a  dispatch  from 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  containing  copy  of  a  note  and  its  inclosures,  from 
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the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  alleged  manu- 
facture of  what  is  known  as  "Greek  Are,"  for  use  and  attempts  to  bum 
cities  in  the  United  States. 

I  have,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have  caused  the  county  Crown 
attorney,  at  Windsor,  and  G-.  McMicken,  esq.,  the  newly-appointed  sti- 
pendiary magistrate  on  the  frontier,  to  be  informed,  by  private  letter,  of 
the  statements  made  in  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill,  command- 
ing the  district  of  Michigan,  with  instructions  to  them  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  evidence  of  the  alleged  manufacture  of  Greek  fire,  and  for  that 
purpose,  if  necessary,  to  communicate  confidentially  with  Colonel  Hill. 
I  have,  &c., 

J.  McDOI^ALD. 
Davis  Godley,  Esq., 

Secretary  for  Governor  General,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Dbpaetmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  December  31,  1864. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  communicating  to  me  the  suggestions  kindly  made  by  his 
excellency  Viscount  Monck,  with  a  view  to  the  detention  and  punish- 
ment of  piersons  who  have  been  plotting  on  Canadian  soil  against  the 
neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  dominions ;  and,  in  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  they  are  under  consideration. 

I  must  beg  you  to  assure  his  excellency  that  the  spirit  which  he  has 
manifested  in  the  matter  is  cordially  appreciated  by  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor 'to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 


J.  Hume  Btjknlet,  Esq.,  c&c,  &c.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  3, 1865. 
Sir  :"  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  gratification  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  31st  ultimo,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  gene- 
rar order  issued  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  hav- 
ing for  its  object  the  maintenance  of  neutrality  between  the  British 
provinces  and  the  United  States.  1  hope  that  the  recent  scenes  so  pain- 
fully affecting  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  may  be  prevented 
from  recurring. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
J,  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  (&c. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  With'  reference  to  yoiir  not^  of  tlie  21st  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
alleged  organization  formed  in  Halifax  for  seizing  United  States  ships 
on  the  lakes  situated  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  at 
different  points  along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts^  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  received  from  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &e.,  &c.,  &c. 


Visc&unt  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Government  House,  Quebec,  Becemler  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt .  of  your  dispatch 
and  in  closure  of  the  21st  instant,  respecting  the  alleged  organization  at 
Halifax,  E^ova  Scotia,  of  a  body  of  men,  for  predatory  attacks  on  the 
commercial  shipping  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  that  the  government  of  Canada  will 
use  every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  execution  of  any  such 
plans  withtu  the  bounds  of  this  province. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 
■    J.  Hume  Bdrnlet,  Esq.,  cfcc,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  3, 1865. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  taken  into  their  most  serious 
consideration  the  various  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  connec- 
tion with  the  recent  attaclc  on  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  and  I  am  now  com- 
manded to  communicate  to  you  the  general  tenor  of  the  instructions 
addressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  by  her  Majesty's  secretary 
of  state  for  the  colonial  department,  as  laid  down  in  a  dispatch  forwarded 
to  his  excellency  on  the  3d  ultimo,  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  inclos- 
ing. 

With  regard  to  the  depositions  taken  in  the  case  of  the  late  attack 
and  referred  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  Viscount  Monck  has  been 
instructed,  under  date  of  the  9th  and  16th  ultimo,  to  be  guided  by  the 
decision  of  the  proper  legal  authorities  in  Canada  whether  the  persons 
in  custody  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  delivered  up  under  the  treaty  of  ex- 
tradition. If  that  decision  shall  have  been  that  they  ought,  her  Majes- 
ty's government  would  entirely  approve  of  Viscount  Monck's  acting  upon 
this  decision ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  decision  shall  have  been  that 
they  ought  not,-  her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  the  opinion  of 
Viscount  Monck's  legal  advisers  should  be  taken,  whether,  upon  the  evi- 
dence and  other  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Canadian  govern- 
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ment,  these  persons  may  not  properly  be  put  upon  their  trial  on  a  charge 
of  misprision  and  violation  of  the  royal  prerogative  by  levying  war  from 
her  Majesty's  dominions  against  a  friendly  power. 

Unless  the  Canadian  law  of&cers  should  see  reason  to  the  contrary, 
her  Majesty's  government  direct  that  Viscount  Monck  should,  in  the  case 
supposed,  retain  the  prisoners  in  custody  and  bring  them  to  trial  for  that 
offense. 

Her  Majesty's  government  further  consider  that  such  a  decision  of  the 
legal  authorities  of  Canada  would  furnish  a  strong  argument  for  the  ex- 
pediency of  arming  the  Canadian  government  as  promptly  as  possible 
with  such  additional  legal  powers  as  are  referred  to  in  the  dispatch  of 
the  3d  ultimo. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  these  unfortunate  occurrences  Viscount 
Monck's  conduct  has  been  entirely  approved  of,  and  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment rely  ^with  confidence  on  his  having  used  and  continuing  to  use 
all  the  powers  at  his  disposal  to  prevent  the  successful  exec^^tion  of 
whatever  schemes  may  be  planned  against  the  neighboring  friendly  soU 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

.J.  HUME  BUEIvFLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Cardwell  to  Viscount  MoncTc. 

Downing  Stkbet,  December  3,  1864. 

My  Loud  :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  been  di- 
rected to  the  violations  of  British  neutrality,  of  Avhich  certain  persons 
have  been  guilty  who  profess  to  hold  commissions  from,  or  to  act  in  aid 
of,  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  who  make  the  soil  of  Canada 
the  scene  of  their  hostile  preparations  against  the  United  States. 

These  violations  of  neutrality  are  a  great  offense  against  the  British 
Crown,  and  her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opinion  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  have  a  clear  right  to  expect  that  the  Canadian 
law. shall  be  found  in  practice  generally  sufficient  not  merely  for  the  pun- 
ishment, but  also  for  the  suppression  and  prevention  of  these  border 
raids. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  reminded  Earl  Rus- 
sell of  the  act  which  was  passed  by  Congress  in  the  year  1838  for  the 
suppression  and  prevention  of  hostile  attempts  prepared  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  and  directed  against  the  government  of  her  Majes- 
ty in  Canada.  The  circumstances  of  the  two  cases  ajre  not  the  same, 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  follow  that  pre- 
cisely the  same  enactment  which  the  Congress  passed  in  1838  is  neces- 
sarily suited  to  the  present  case.  They  have  observed  with  pleasure  the 
promptitude  and  vigor  with  which  you  have  put  .in  force  the  existing 
law,  but  would  wish  you  to  consult  your  advisers  and  obtain  the  opinion 
of  your  law  officers  whether  that  law  places  in  your  hands  sufficient 
available  powers  for  the  effectual  suppression  and  prevention  of  these 
raids,  or  whether  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  apply  to  your  legislature  for 
increased  powers.  In  this  latter  case,  any  power  for  which  your  lord- 
ship should  apply  might  naturally  be  limited,  as  the  powers  of  the  act 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  PROM  CANADA.  97 

of  Congress  were  limited  to  a  definite  term,  with  a  view  to  meeting  the 
immediate  exigency  only. 
I  have,  &c., 

J3.  OAEDWELL. 
His  Excellency  Viscotjnt  Monok  cfce.,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Setoard  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Department  of  S^tatb, 

Washington,  January  4, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  31st  ultimo,  relative  to  an  alleged  military  organization  in 
Canada  of  fugitives  from  the  United  States.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  efforts  which  were  made  by  her  Majesty's  authorities  to 
ascertain  the  truth  in  regard  to  the  representations  on  the  subject  are 
very  gratifying  to  this  government.  It  is  hoped  that  the  result  may 
prove  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  those  authorities  to  be  well  founded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  • 

F.  W.  SEWAED,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  HiraiE  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  4, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  re- 
ceipt pf  your  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
addressed  to  you  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  from  which  it 
appears  that  his  excellency  wUl  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  in 
regard  to  the  supposed  employment,  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  of  two  vessels  now  in  course  of  construction  at  Montreal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

servant, 

'  F.  W.  SEWAED,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  Hume  .Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.,&c.',  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  850.1  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Jawm/ry  5, 1865. 
Sir  :  Dispatches  from  the  department,  numbered  from  1190  to  1194, 
inclusive,  have  been  received  at  this  legation.  The  most  important  of 
these  are  Nos.  1190  and  1194,  which  relate  to  the  state  of  things  between 
the  countries  growing  out  of  the  outrages  committed  along  the  borders 
of  Canada,  and  the  action  of  the  judge  in  releasing  the  perpetrators.  1 
am  directed  to  communicate  to  Lord  EusseU  the  remarks  contained 
7  A  C — ^VOL.  n 
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♦ 

in  E"o.  1194,  but  I  am,  at  the  same  time,  authorized  to  exercise  my  own 
judgment  as  to  the  form  and  extent  to  which  this  is  to  be  done. 

Upon  the  most  careful  reflection  which  I  have  been  able  to  give  to 
the  whole  subject,  as  it  is  now  presented  to  me  on  this  side  pf  the  water, 
I  have  concluded  to  exercise  the  discretion  vested  in  me  so  far  as  to 
desist  from  acting,  at  least  for  a  little  while.    My  reasons  are  these : 

The  action  of  Judge  Ooursol  upon  the  question  submitted  to  him  has 
led  not  only  to  a  very  general  expression  of  disapprobation  here,  but  it 
has  also  prompted  a  most  unequivocal  condemnation  of  the  outrage 
itself.  There  appears  to  bfe  little  difference  of  opinion  in  the  public 
press  on  this  subject.  I  am  convinced  that  if  any  repetition  of  it  should 
be  attempted,  it  will  go  far  to  stop  all  further  open  sympathy  with  the 
rebel  cause.  Any  penalty  which  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  perpetrators 
win  be  approved  and  justified.  I  have  directed  a  copy  of  "  The  Times  "  to 
be  sent  to  you,  containing  a  leader  on  the  subject,  which  bears  evident 
marks  of  authority.  A  similar  leader,  even  more  decided  in  tone, 
■appeared  simultaneously  in  the  evening  paper,  "  The  Grlobe."  I  may 
■say  that  public  sentiment  has  been  more  nearly  right  on  this  question 
than  upon  any  since  I  have  held  this  post. 

Moreover,  I  consider  the  assurances  of  Lord  Eussell,  as  given  to  me 
in  the  conversation,  a  report  of  which  I  sent  you  in  my  dispatch  of  last 
week,  No.  846,  as  in  substance  containing  a  favorable  answer  to  much 
if  not  all  that  has  been  desired  by  the  government.  Since  I  sent  that 
dispatch,  his  lordship  has  submitted  to  me  his  report  of  that  same  con- 
-versation  as  he  sent  it  to  Mr.  Hume  Burnley,  and  I  find  I  have  a  little 
understated  the  strength  of  his  language,  an  error  which  I  would  rather 
commit  than  its  opposite.  I  send  copies  of  the  notes  that  passed,  in 
'Order  to  show  that  I  purposely  marked  to  him  my  sense  of  the  difference. 
'The  President's  immediate  revocation  of  that  part  of  General  Dix's 
order  to  which  his  lordship  took  exception  seems  to  leave  the  matter 
in  the  best  possible  condition,  at  least  so  far  as  the  disposition  of  the 
British  government  is  concerned.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  I  were 
►to  go  on  making  more  representations  just  now,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  effect  would  be  only  to  betray  an  offensive  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of 
its  professions. 

I  shall,  however,  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks,  seize  opportu- 
nities to  communicate  the  substance  of  the  information  contained  in 
your  dispatch  l^o.  1194,  as  they  may  occur.  I  shall,  moreover,  make 
more  occasions  to  meet  with  Lord  Eussell,  particularly  since  I  have 
received,  in  a  private  way,  intimations  that  in  the  absence  of  Lord 
Jjyons  it  would  be  convenient. 

******* 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  irritation  of  the  people  along  the 
line  of  the  boundary,  very  justly  excited  by  these  atrocious  enterprises. 
I  find  no  disposition  in  the  public  press  here  to  find  fault  with  that.  If 
it  should  prove  to  have  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  government 
here  to  quicken  its  preventive  action,  it  wiU  not  be  a  matter  to  be 
regretted.  But  I  cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  a  hope  that  it  may 
not  so  far  precipitate  the  movements  of  the  representative  bodies  as  to 
hazard  the  very  event  happening  .which  these  operations  were  intended 
to  bring  about — the  complication  of  differences  with  foreign  powers 
with  the  efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAInTCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Uarl  Biissell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  January  2, 1865; 
Lord  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and,  wishing  to 
be  quite  assured  of  the  correctness  of  his  report  of  the  conversation  he 
held  mth  Mr.  Adams  on  Wednesday  last,  the  28th  ultimo,  has  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  him  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  dispatch  which 
he  has  addressed  to  Mr.  Burnley,  her  Majesty's  charg6  d'affaires  at 
Washington. 


Harl  Biissell  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Foreign  Office,  December  29, 1864. 

fent :  Yesterday,  the  28th,  Mr.  Adams  called  upon  me,  by  his  own 
desire,  at  the  Foreign  Office.  He  expressed  to  me,  by  the  order  of  his  gov- 
ernment, the  great  regret  felt  by  them  at  the  departure  of  Lord  Lyons, 
and  offered  to  show  me  a  letter  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons  testifying 
that  regret.  I  told  him  that  equal  regret  was  felt  on  our  side,  and  that 
nothing  but  the  failing  health  of  Lord  Lyons  would  have  induced  her 
Majesty's  government  to  consent  to  his  temporary  departure.  Mr. 
Adams  promised  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  then  spoke  to  me  of  two  or  three  matters  of  very  little 
importance;  and  finally  entered  on  that  which  he  said  was  the  chief 
object  of  his  seeking  an  interview  with  me,  namely,  the  border  raids 
which  had  been  executed,  or  were  in  preparation,  from  Canada.  Mr. 
Adams  said  my  last  letter  to  him  had  contained  assurances  so  positive 
and  unequivocal  that  he  should  not  have  asked  me  for  any  further 
declarations  had  he  not  received,  by  the  last  packet,  positive  injunctions 
to  make  to  me  certain  communications.  The  documents  which  he  then 
put  into  my  hands,  and  of  which  I  send  you  copies,  consisted  mainly  of — 

1.  An  intercepted  letter,  written  by  a  confederate  partisan  from  Can- 
ada, not  signed,  but  evidently  authentic.  This  letter,  written  before 
the  re-election  of  President  Lincoln,  shows  that  although  the  particular 
raid  or  foray  against  St.  Albans  was  not  directed  by  the  confederate 
government,  yet  the  general  plan  of  burning  towns  and  robbing  banks 
in  the  frontier  States  of  the  United  States  was  concerted  and  approved 
by  the  confederate  authorities.  The  failure  of  the  attempt  to  burn  the 
banks  and  houses  of  St.  Albans  is  attributed  to  some  defect  in  the 
chemical  preparation  which  had  been  used.  / 

2.  The  next  document  contains  evidence  that  the  town  of  Windsor, 
in  Canada,  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  confederates  for  the  preparation 
and  manufacture  of  a  chemical  material  to  be  used  in  setting  on  fire  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  IJnited  States. 

3.  The  third  set  of  documents  contains  a  letter  of  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  Mr.  Seward,  inclosing,  for  such  action  as  might  be 
considered  necessary,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  General  Dix,  in  which  he 
states  that  he  has  iuformation,  upon  which  he  can  rely,  that  a  confederate 
regiment,  namely.  Colonel  Butler's  regiment  of  Kentucky  cavalry,  was 
to  be  furloughed  into  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  disturbing,  from  that 
neutral  position,  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Adams,  after  I  had  read  these  documents,  said  that  Mr.  Seward 
had  directed  him  to  put  them  into  my  hands,  in  order  that  her  Majesty's 
government  might  take  such  measures  as  were  required  by  our  own 
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declarationsof  neutrality,  and  the  relations  of  amity  subsisting  between 
the  two  nations. 

I  said  that  I  had  already  assured  him,  in  the  letter  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  that  her  Majesty's  government  would  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  required  and  may  be  effective  for  the  maintenance  of  her 
Majesty's  declared  neutrality.  That  one  of  the  measures  to  which  I 
meant  to  refer  was  a  direction  already  sent  to  the  governor-general  of 
Canada,  to  propose  to  his  legislature  a  measure,  similar  to  the  United 
States  act  of  Congress  of  1838,  That  whatever  technical  grounds  may 
have  been  found  for  delivering  from  custody  the  St.  Albans  raiders,  aU 
the  highest  law  authorities  in  this  country  concurred  in  thinking,  that 
any  act  done  in  Canada  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  neutrality,  and  in 
disobedience  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  would  be  illegal.  That  it 
remained  for  her  Majesty's  government  to  give  such  directions  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  might  insure  the  punishment  of  persons  guilty 
of  such  illegal  acts,  and  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  acts  for  the 
future.  I  said  her  Majesty's  government  were  fully  aware  of  tlleir 
international  duties,  and  had  determined  to  perform  them. 

I  then  asked  Mr.  Adams  whether  he  had  seen  the  several  editions  of 
"The  Times."  Mr.  Adams  said  he  had.  The  paragraph  to  which  I 
meant  to  allude  was  to  the  following  purport : 

"  In  consequence  of  the  discharge  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders,  and  prep- 
arations in  Canada  for  the  renewal  of  similar  enterprises,  the  military 
commanders  on  the  frontier  are  directed  by  General  Dix,  in  case  of 
further  acts  of  depredation,  to  shoot  down  the  perpetrators,  if  possible, 
and,  if  necessary  for  their  capture,  to  cross  the  Canadian  boundaries 
and  pursue  them  wherever  they  take  refuge,  and  not  to  surrender  them 
if  captured,  but  send  them  on  to  headquarters  for  trial  by  court- 
martial." 

Finding  that  Mr.  Adams  had  read  this  paragraph,  I  said  thgrf;,  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  such  depredators  on  the  United  States  terri- 
tory, I  had  nothing  to  say;  but  I  had  seen,  with  regret,  that  orders  were 
given  to  pursue  such  persons  on  her  Majesty's  Canadian  territory;  that 
such  pursuit  might  encounter  resistance,  and  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries  might  be  thus  endangered. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  such  outrages  caused  so  great  a  resentment,  it 
was  difflcult  to  restrain  troops  in  pursuit  of  their  enemy, 

I  said  that  was  very  true,  and  that  troops  in  pursuit,  and  in  the  heat 
of  blood,  might  not  accurately  respect  an  iU-deflned  boundary.  But 
this  was  a  deliberate  order  of  a  general  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.-  Adams  said  he  knew  General  Dix,  who  bore  a  high  character  for 
sense  and  moderation. 

I  said,  that  might  be ;  but  we  must  all  recollect  the  very  just  remark 
of  President  Lincoln,  that  these  inroads  and  depredations  were  organized 
with  a  view  to  bring  on  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.  That  both  governments  were  bound  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  defeat  so  wicked  a  design.  That  for  our  parts  we  had  nothiag 
more  at  heart.  Mr.  Adams  then  took  his  leave. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
J.  H.  BxJBNLET,  Esq.,  &c:,  &e.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  4,  1865. 
Mr.  Adams  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord  Eussell,  and  acknowl- 
edges the  receipt  of  his  note  of  the  2d  instant,  covering  a  report  of  the 
conversation  held  with  his  lordship  on  the  28th  ultimo,  which  he  does 
him  the  honor  to  submit  for  his  consideration.  Mr.  Adams  is  happy  to 
be  able  to  confirm  its  substantial  correctness.  He  begs  only  to  observe, 
not  without  great  satisfaction,  that  the  assurances  as  given  by  his 
lordship  are  .clothed  in  stronger  language  than  he  had  himself  ventured 
to  report  them  to  his  government. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Depaetmbnt  oe  State, 

Washington,  January  10, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
17th  ultimo,  communicating  to  me,  under  the  instruction  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  government,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  lifovem- 
ber  last,  addressed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  Lord  Lyons,  in  regard  to  the  no- 
tice given  by  this  government  for  the  termination  of  the  existing  con- 
ventional arrangement  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
limiting  the  naval  force  of  the  respective  governments  on  the  lakes,  and 
to  the  reasons  which  prompted  that  notice. 

The  views  and  suggestions  which  Earl  Eussell  has  thus  presented  to 
this  government  will  receive  an  attentive  consideration. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
■    J.  Hume  Bttrnlet,  Esq.,  &c.,  tfec,  &o. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1237.]  Depaktment  op  State, 

Washington,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  30th  of  December,  No.  846,  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

I  am  happy  in  being  authorized  to  approve  of  the  expressions  you  have 
made  to  Earl  EusseU  in  relation  to  Lord  Lyons.  We  earnestly  hope  for 
his  restoration  to  health  and  usefulness. 

The  representations  you  have  made  to  Earl  Eussell,  concerning  the 
difficulties  which  have  occurred  in  Canada,  are  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  situation,  in  this  respect  exhibits  the  same  general  features  as 
when  I  last  described  it  in  this  correspondence. 

No  new  aggressions  have  been  committed.  Some  popular  impatience 
was  manifest  on  the  occasion  of  the  revocation  of  that  part  of  the  order 
of  Major  Greneral  Dix  which  authorized  continued  pursuit  of  invaders  into 
British  territories ;  but  that  impatience  subsided  immediately  after  the 
executive  order  which  requires  travelers  coming  into  the  United  States  to 
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exhibit  passports  was  promulgated.  That  order  has  now  gone  into  full 
effect  on  the  borders,  with  very  beneficial  results.  The  public  mind  in 
this  country  has  resumed  its  habitual  tone  of  calmness  and  self-reliance. 

Each  house  of  Congress  has,,  with  practical  unanimity,  resolved  that 
the  President  ought  to  give  the  stipulated  notice  for  terminating  the  re- 
ciprocity treaty,  and  this  proceeding  meets  the  public  approval.  When 
the  action  of  Congress  shall  have  been  completed,  the  biU  will  be  sent 
to  you. 

On  the  British  side  of  the  border  there  is  manifested  a  strong  popular 
desire  to  restore  the  cordiality  which  has  been  so  unfortunately  sub- 
verted. The  governor  general  of  Canada  and  the  colonial  ministry  are 
earnest  and  emphatic  in.  their  avowals  of  the  same  disposition.  Meas- 
ures have  been  taken  to  establish  an  armed  police  on  the  British  side  of 
the  border.  One  of  the  Philo  Parsons  pirates  has  been  arrested  upon 
our  requisition,  and  subjected  to  an  examination  at  Toronto.  Several 
of  the  escaped  St.  Albans  felons  have  been  rearrested  and  brought 
before  Judge  Smith,  at  Montreal,  who  has  reconsidered  and  reversed 
the  decision  of  Coursol.  It  is  regretted,  however,  that  international 
justice  wavers  at  this  point,  just  as  it  staggered  there  on  the  occasion  of 
the  first  arrest  of  the  St.  Albans  offenders.  No  one  proposes — ^no  one 
seems  to  think  of  restoring  the  money  which  was  purloined  from  the 
citizens  of  St.  Albans^  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  provincial  police, 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  British  courts.  The  magistrate  at  Toronto 
has  taken  time  to  consider  the  claim  of  Burleigh,  the  Philo  Parsona 
pirate,  to  a  discharge,  upon  the  pretense  that  he  is  a  belligerent.  Judge 
Smith  has  adjourned  the  case  of  the  St.  Albans  offenders  thirty  days,  to 
enable  them  to  arm  themselves  with  a  similar  mock  defense.  At  the 
same  time  no  warrant  has  been  issued  against  the  offenders  for  violation 
of  British  laws,  or  resistance  of  the  Queen's  proclamation.  We  are 
thus  left  to  expect  that  they  will  be  discharged  and  set  at  liberty,  to 
renew  their  depredations  upon  a  broader  scale,  and  with  new  accom- 
plices, attracted  by  assured  impunity  within  British  jurisdiction.  We 
are,  indeed,  promised  special  legislation  in  the  provincial  legislature, 
which  is  soon  to  be  convened  at  Quebec.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the' 
rebel  agents  and  emissaries  are  with  their  friends  enjoying  undisguised 
honors,  favors,  and  sympathies  in  the  provinces. 

Seven  new  piratical  vessels,  aU  of  which  were  practically  fitted  out, 
armed,  and  manned  within  the  British  island,  in  violation  of  British  laws, 
are  roaming  the  ocean,  destroying  American  commerce,  and  these  receive 
regularly  supplies  of  provisions  and  munitions  from  British  territory. 
The  only  remedy  which  her  Majesty's  government  is  understood  to  have 
resorted  to  in  the  case  of  these  vessels  is  a  civil  prosecution  against  one 
person  who  was  engaged  in  the  unlawful  proceeding  of  arming  and 
dispatching  the  Sea  Kiag.  We  know  not  when  that  offender  wiU  be 
brought  to  trial.  Even  his  conviction  wUl  be  without  fruits,  if  his  pun- 
ishment, measured  by  the  standard  hitherto  used  by  British  courts,  shall 
be  limited  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  the  accomplished 
transaction. 

It  thus  clearly  appears  that  the  British  government  substantially 
fails  to  guarantee  the  neutrality  it  proclaims,  and  that  the  United 
States  are  severely  suffering  from  this  failure.  Her  own  law  writers 
and  precedents  instruct  us  that  in  such  a  case  the  aggrieved  nation  has 
an  absolute  right  of  reprisal.  Nevertheless,  we  have  refrained,  and  at 
present  we  shall  refrain,  from  every  form  of  retaliation  in  this,  as  we 
have  in  all  other,  cases  of  national  injury.  This  attitude,  however,  leaves 
to  us  no  remedies  but  those  with  which,  happily,  our  people  are  familiar, 
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namely,  lawful  measures  of  self-defense.  We  are  drawing  rapidly  upon 
that  magazine.  We  feel-  sure  that  it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  either 
nation  that  it  shall  be  ineffectually  exhausted.  You  will  see  that  Con- 
gress is  considering  the  expediency  of  putting  an  end  to  the  arrange- 
ment for  extradition  of  fugitives  from  justice. 

Of  all  the  nations,  Great  Britain  seems  to  us  the  last  that  could  justly 
or  wisely  become,  directly  or  indirectly,  an  opponent  of  the  United  States 
in  a  civil  war  begun  and  waged  and  persisted  in  by  insurgents  for  the 
defense  and  extension  of  African  slavery. 

You  will  use  these  views  according  to  your  own  discretion  in  your  dis- 
cussions with  Earl  Eussell  on  the  subject  to  which  they  relate.  It  is 
thought  expedient  that  you  address  a  special  representation  to  her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  government  concerning  the  Shenandoah  or  Sea  King. 

I  annex  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant  from  Mr.  Potter,  our 
consul  general  at  Montreal. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Feancis  Adams,  (fee,  (fee.,,  &o. 


Office  United  States  Militart  Telegraph, 

War  Department. 
The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  8.20  p.  m.,  January 
14, 1865,  from  Montreal,  January  14, 1865 : 

The  proceedings  against  St.  Albans  felons  were  adjourned  thirty  (30) 
days,  to  allow  them  to  send  to  Eichmond  for  evidence  that  they  were 
acting  under  the  authority  of  Jeff.  Davi^  I  sent  full  dispatch  per  mail 
on  the  8th. 

JOHN  F.  POTTEE. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley.  ■ 

Department  of  State, 

WasMngto'n,  January  19, 1865. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  give  you,  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of 
a  dispatch  which,  on  the  16th  instant,  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams  at 
London. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  Hume  Bxtrnlet,  cfec,  «£c.,  &o. 

[For  inclosure  see  dispatch  from  Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  1237, 
January  16, 1865,  ante.] 

Mr.  Sewa/rd  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  21, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  th6 
Canadiah  authorities,  that  it  has  been  represented  to  this  department^ 
from  a  credible  source,  that  enemies  of  the, United  States  lurking  in 
Canada  are  preparing  to  make  a  formidable  incursion  into  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations  at  Bur- 
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lington,  in  Vermont,  and  White  Hall,  in  New  York,  while  Lake  Champlain 
shall  remain  frozen  over,  and  to  destroy  the  shipping  in  the  harbors  of 
those  ports;  that  their  plans  are  matured,  and  that  the  reason  that  they 
have  not  already  attempted  their  execution  was  the  rearrest  of  the  St. 
Albans  felons,  which  induced  them  to  postpone  the  movement  until  the 
decision  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  those  felons  can  be  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 


J.  Hume  Buenlet,  Esq.,  t&c,  c&c,  cfco. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHiNaTON,  JcmvAiry  26, 1865. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  speech 
of  his  excellency  the  governor  general  on  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
the  Canadian  Parliament. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURIifLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  (fee,  (fee,  &c. 


[Extracts  from  the  Canada  Gazette  of  January  19, 1865.] 

Legislative  CouisrciL  Chambers, 

Quebec^  January  19,  1865. 
This  day,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  his  excellency  the  governor  general 
proceeded  in  state  to  the  chamber  of  the  legislative  council  in  the  Parlia- 
ment building.  The_  members  of  the  legislative  coancil  being  assembled, 
his  excellency  was  pleased  to  command  the  attendance  of  the  legislative 
assembly,  and  that  house  being  present,  his  excellency  was  pleased  to 
open  the  third  session  of  the  eighth  Parliament  of  the  province  of  Canada 
with  the  following  speech  from  the  throne :' 

Honorable  gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council : 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  assembly : 
*******  *  * 

Outrages  have  been  committed  on  the  commerce  and  territory  of  the 
United  States  of  America  by  persons  who,  after  the  perpetration  of  these 
acts,  have  sought  refuge  on  Canadian  soil. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  organization  of  any  such  enterprises  within 
this  province,  and  also  to  enable  me  to  discharge  in  an  effective  manner 
my  duties  towards  a  neighboring  power  on  terms  of  friendship  with  her 
Majesty,  I  have  seen  fit  to  organize  a  system  of  detective  police  on  the 
frontier  line  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  same  design  I  have  called 
out  for  permanent  duty  a  portion  of  the  volunteer  force  of  the  province. 

Similar  considerations  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  arming  the 
executive  government  with  stronger  powers  than  it  now  possesses  for 
dealing  with  persons  who,  while  availing  themselves  of  the  right  of 
asylum  which  has  always  been  allowed  on  British  soil  to  political  refu- 
gees from  all  foreign  countries,  may  be  unmindful  of  the  implied  obliga- 
tions which,  by  their  residence  among  us,  they  contract  to  obey  our  laws 
and  to  respect  the  declared  policy  of  our  sovereign. 
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A  bill  framed  for  this  purpose  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  I  ask  for  it 
your  early  consideration. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity  displayed 
by  the  members  of  the  volunteer  force  when  called  upon  to  turn  out  for 
active  service. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1247.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  26, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  winter  has  practically  broken  up  our  customary  correspond- 
ence with  Europe.  It  is  only  at  this  late  day  that  I  received  your  dis; 
patch  of  the  5th  of  January,  Xo.  850. 

It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  Of  a  statement  under  Earl  Eussell's  hand 
of  the  conversation  which  was  had  by  him  with  you  on  the  subject  of 
the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  Canada ;  that  conversation  being 
the  Same  one  which  you  have  already  reported  to  me  in  your  No.  856. 

In  view  of  that  conference,  and  of  other  incidents  which  you  have 
mentioned,  I  approve  faUy  of  the  forbearance  you  have  since  adopted  in 
regard  to  making  further  representations  upon  the  same  subject. 

It  is  freely  confessed  that  the  proceedings  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  taken  in  relation  to  the  Canadian  outrages  seem  to  us  alto- 
gether just  and  fair.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  instructions  of  the  home 
government  will  so  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  provincial  authorities  in 
Canada  as  to  secure  to  us  a  surrender  of  the  St.  Albans  and  Philo  Par- 
sons felons,  in  compliance  with  our  requisition,  and  also  a  restoration  of 
the  treasure  which  they  purloined  from,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Canadian  police. 

It  is  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  we  observe  that  the  provincial 
authorities  have  begun  to  act  with  energy  in  the  spirit  of  the  instruc- 
tions before  mentioned. 

I  am  charged  by  the  President  to  express  to  you  his  special  satisfac- 
tion with  the  discreet  manner  in  which  thus  far  you  have  conducted  the 
proceedings  in  question.  Congress  will  be  favorably  impressed  by  the 
proceedings  of  her  Majesty's  government  and  those  of  the  provincial 
authorities.  If  now  the  issuing  of  piratical  vessels  from  Liverpool  could 
be  arrested,  we  might  hope  for  a  speedy  restoration  of  good  feeUng  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  two  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Bwnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  31, 1865. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  two 
vessels  building  at  Montreal,  alleged  to  be  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States,  I  forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  the  governor 
general  of  Canada. 

His  excellency  has  furnished  me  with  a  report  of  the  attorney  general 
for  Canada  East  upon  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant,  ...^^^^^  ^^ 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  d;c.,  &c. 
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Crown  Law  Department, 
*  .        Quebec,  January  24, 1865. 

The.  undersigned  lias  tlie  honor  to  report  to  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  that  from  inquiries  made  by  him,  as  shown  by  the  annexed  cor- 
respondence, relative  to  the  two  vessels  alluded  to  by  the  United  States 
vice-consul,  in  his  letter  of  the  9th  December  last,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  suspicion 
of  their  destination,  other  than  the  ostensible  one,  was  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  customs  oflcers  at  Montreal,  and  that  one  of  these  vessels, 
the  Almanderis,  had  cleared  from  the  port  of  Montreal  before  the  date 
of  the  vice-consul's  letter. 

The  undersigned  wiU  duly  report  to  his  excellency  before  the  opening 
of  navigation  any  further  information  that  may  be  obtained  relative  to 
the  Pinero. 

GEOEGE  C.  CAETIEE, 

Attorney  General,  L.  G. 


Mr.  Futvoye  to  Mr.  Holmes. 

Crown  Law  Department, 

Quebec,  December  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower 
Canada  to  request  you  to  make  diligent  inquiry  as  to  the  trade  or  objects 
for  which  two  ships  now  buUdinf  at  Montreal,  to  be  called  El  Alman- 
daris  and  Pinero  are  destined,  and  to  report  to  him  from  time  to  time 
any  reliable  information  that  you  may  obtain  in  relation  to  theni  and 
their  destination. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  EUTYOTE, 
Clerh  of  Grown  Law  Department. 
B.  Holmes,  Escu 

Gollector  of  Gustoms,  Montreal. 


Mr.  Holmes  to  Mr.  Futvoye. 

Custom  House,  Montreal,  December  29, 1864. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  requesting  information 
respecting  the  steamers  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  I  beg,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower  Canada,  to  state  that 
the  former  was  buUt  on  a  wharf  opposite  this  city,  and  then  taken  into 
the  Lachine  canal,  by  Mr.  Augustine  Cantin  during  the  last  summer. 
That  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  measuring  officer  of  this  port,  Mr. 
O'Meara,  of  Quebec,  came  up  here  and  measured  both  vessels,  and  would, 
therefore,  be  competent  to  give  every  information  as  to  whether  there 
was  anything  suspicious  iu  their  build,  or  different  from  similar  passen- 
ger steam  vessels. 

These  vessels  were  both  registered  at  this  port  on  the  25th  of  ;N"ovem- 
ber  last,  in  the  name  of  the  builder,  A.  Cantin.  The  Almandaris  was 
built  on  account  of  the  General  Cuban  Steam  Ifavigation  Company  of 
Havana,  and  the  Pinero  for  Ildefonso  Vivanco,  merchant,  of  same  place. 

The  Almandaris,  of  630^ig-  tons,  J.  B.  Portias  master,  cleared  from 
this  port  without  cargo  for  Havana  on  the  7th  instant,  and  by  the  latest 
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accounts  had  reached  Canso,  -where,  I  was  informed,  afrdate  of  her  sailing 
hence,  she  would  stop  for  a  supply  of  coal. 

•  It  was  intended  to  have  cleared  the  Pinero,  2873^2^  tons,  for  the  same 
port,  but  owing  to  the  unfinished  state  of  the  joiners'  work,  some  differ- 
ence arose  between  the  parties  interested,  which  created  a  delay  of 
several  days,  and  the  season  suddenly  closing,  the  vessel  was  compelled 
to  return  into  the  Lachine  canal  to  winter. 

I  wojild  beg  to  observe  that  Mr.  Oantin,  in  ITovember,  1858,  built  a 
steam  vessel  of  437,^  tons,  called  the  Colon,  for  Don  Pedro  Sacosta,  of 
Havana,  which  was  transferred  to  him  there,  and  the  register  returned 
to  this  port  by  the  British  consul. 

These  vessels  were  stated  to  be  intended  for  passenger  boats,  and  the 
Almandaris  was  fitting  up  at  date  of  her  clearance  with  state-rooms, 
&o.,  as  in  the  usual  way. 
I  have,  &c., 

BENJAMm  HOLMES,  Collector. 

George  Futvote,  Esq.,  <&c.,  &c.,  &e. 


Mr,  Futvoye  to  Mr.  CMeara. 

Crown  Law  Department, 

Quebec,  January  17, 1865. 
Sir  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower 
Cainada  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  letter  of  the  collector  of  customs 
at  Montreal,  and  to  request  you  to  return  it,  at  youx  early  convenience, 
with  such  further  information  as  you  may  be  able  to  furnish  on  the 
subject-matter  thereof. 
I  have,  &c., 

GEOEGE  FUTYOTE, 
Cleric  of  Crown  Law  Department. 
J.  P.  O'Meara,  Esq., 
Measuring  Surveyor,  her  Majesty's  Customs,  Quebec. 


Mr.  O'Meara  to  Mr.  Futvoye, 

Custom  House,  Quebec,  January  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
17th  instant,  with  inclosures  from  the  collector  of  customs,  port  of  Mon- 
treal, with  a  request  I  would  return  it  at  my  early  convenience,  with 
such  further  information  as  I  may  be  able  to  famish  on  the  subject- 
matter  thereof. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  measured  the  steamers 
recently  referred  to,  namely,  the  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  in  Montreal, 
in  the  month  of  November  last.  They  were  represented  to  me  by  Mr. 
Cantin,  the  builder,  as  being  intended  to  carry  passengers,  and  were  then 
being  fitted  up  for  that  purpose.  I  saw  nothing  at  the  time  which  could 
have  led  me  to  suspect  that  they  were  intended  for  any  other  purpose 
than  that  represented  to  me  by  the  builder,  and,  in  fact,  I  remember 
remarking  to  Mr.  Cantin  that  from  the  way  in  which  they  were  being 
fitted  up  at  the  time  with  cane  beds,  &c.,  they  appeared  admirably  adap- 
ted for  the  purpose  for  which  he  represented  them  to  be  built,  viz :  car- 
rying passengers  in  the  tropics.  ' 
I  have,  &c., 

P.  O'MEAEA. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sewwrd. 
[Extract.] 

Fo.  867.]  Legation  op  the  United  States,     . 

London,  February  2, 1865. 
Sir:  ***** 
His  lordship  Earl  EusseU  also  made  some  reference  to  tlie  measures  in 
agitation  at  Washington  for  the  repeal  of  the  reciprocity  treaty,  to  the 
passport  system,  and  other  arrangements  on  the  frontier.    He  spoke  of 
them  with  some  appearance  of  regret.    I  ventured  to  say  that  I  regretted 
them  also.    It  was  not  yet  positively  certain  that  the  Senate  would  pass  the 
resolution  that  had  come  from  the  House,  though  I  presumed  it  highly 
probable.    In  my  belief  all  these  measures  were  the  result  rather  of  a 
strong  political  feeling  than  of  any  commercial  considerations.    I  shoidd 
not  disguise  the  fact  of  the  prevalence  of  great  irritation  in  consequence ' 
of  the  events  that  had  taken  place  in  Canada ;  neither  should  I  conceal 
my  regret,  as  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  cardinal  points  of  our 
policy,  both  in  a  political  and  commercial  sense,  to  maintain  the  most 
friendly  relations  with  the  whole  population  along  our  northern  border. 
His  lordship  intimated  that  if  any  of  our  measures  had  the  effect  of  re- 
pressing the  tendency  to  active  sympathy  with  the  other  party  in  the 
war  among  the  colonists,  to  that  extent  it  would  do  no  harm. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  EEA]5fCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  6,  1865, 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  21st  December,  and  to  my 
reply  of  the  22d  December,  relative  to  an  alleged  organization  formed  for 
seiziug  United  States  ships  in  various  parts,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  Nova  Scotia.      -  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoiir  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  &c.,  &c. 


IdeutenoMt  Governor  MaeDonnell  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

G-OVEENMENT  HoUSE, 
Salifax,  K  S.,  January  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  not  hitherto  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  covering  a  communication  from  the  Honorable  William  H. 
Seward,  giving  information,  on  the  authority  of  the  United  states  consul 
here,  of  the  existence  of  a  piratical  organization  of  some  two  hundred 
persons  for  seizing  United  States  vessels  on  the  Canadian  lakes  and 
elsewhere. 

I  have  delayed  acknowledging  the  above  communication  in  the  expec- 
tation that  I  might  receive  further  information  to  give  on  the  subject.  I 
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sent  for  the  United  States  consiil  on  receipt  of  your  dispatch,  and  assured 
him  of  the  hearty  co-operation  of  this  government  in  every  legal  measure 
for  the  suppression  of  conspiracies  here  of  the  above  nature. 
■  I  have  since  endeavored  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  real.ly  any 
parties  in  this  city  leagufed  together  for  such  nefarious  pui-poses  as  the 
consul  has  suggest6d,  and  I  have  hitherto  failed  to  discover  any  adequate 
grounds  for  such  a  supposition. 

You  may,  however,  rely  on  my  wiUing  co-operation  to  discourage,  and, 
so  far  as  titie  law  will  permit,  to  prevent  this  part  of  her  Majesty's  domin- 
ions being  made  a  rallying  place  for  persons  whose  attempts  are  proba- 
bly designed  to  place  in  jeopardy  the  friendly  relations  which  at  present 
happily  exist  between  her  Majesty's  government  and  that  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have,  &c., 

E.  G.  MacDONNELL, 


J.  H.  BuEiJirLEY,  Esq.,  (fee,  tfcc,  &c. 


Lieutenant  Governor, 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHrN&TON,  February  7, 1865. 

Sir  :  With  reference'  to  your  note  of  the  21st  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
hostile  designs  of  certain  persons  in  Canada  on  the  towns  of  Burlington, 
in  Vermont,  and  WhitehalL  in  New  York,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  which  1  have  received  in  reply  from  his  excellency 
the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUEKLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Viscount  Monck  to  M.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  January  31, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
January  25,  inclosing  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  the  designs  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States 
lurking  in  Canada  of  making  a  formidable  incursion  on  the  town  of  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  and  Whitehall,  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  convey  to  Mr.  Seward  my  assurance 
that  the  government  of  Canada  will  use  every  exertion  to  detect  and 
defeat  such  plans. 


I  have,  &c., 


MONCK. 


J.  H.  BURNLET,  tfec,  &C.,  &C, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Debartment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  7, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  yesterday 
from  M.  M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  Unitfed  States  at  Hahfax, 
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n  regard  to  a  projected  raid  from  Canada  into  the  United  States.  I 
vill  thank  you  to  call  the  attention  of  the  authorities  of  that  province 
;o  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
iient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  (fee,  (&c.,  <S;c. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Office  United  States  Telegraph, 

War  Department. 

The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington,  12  m.,  February  7, 
L865,  from  Halifax,  February  6,  1865 : 

Son,  William  H.  Seward  : 

Another  raid  into  the  United  States  from  Canada  is  in  contemplation 
'uU  particulars  and  instructions  respecting  which  are  given  in  several 
etters  addressed  to  N.  B,  Davis,  at  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

STo.  1269.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved 
)n  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  notice  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  1817, 
regulating  the  naval  force  on  the  lakes.    Tou  may  make  such  use  of 
;he  same  as  may  be  necessary  or  advisable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  c&c,  &o. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 

rOINT  RESOLUTION  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen, 
regulating  the  naval  force  on  the  lakes. 

Whereas  the  United  States,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
jf  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  the  other  part,  by  a  treaty  bearing  date 
A.pril,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  have  regulated  the  naval  force 
apon  the  lakes ;  and  it  was  further  provided  that  "  if  either  party  should 
tiereafter  be  desirous  of  annulling  this  stipulation,  and  should  give  no- 
bice  to  that  effect  to  the  other  party,  it  shall  cease  to  be  binding  after 
the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  such  notice ;"  and  whereas 
bhe  peace  of  our  fr'ontier  is  now  endangered  by  hostile  expeditions 
against  the  commerce  of  the  lakes,  and  by  other  acts  of  lawless  persons, 
which  the  naval  force  of  the  two  countries,  allowed  by  the  existing  treaty^ 
may  be  insufftcient  to  prevent ;  and  whereas,  further,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  proceeded  to  give  the  notice  required  for  the  ter- 
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mination  of  the  treaty  by  a  comnmnication  which  took  effect  on  the 
twenty-third  Noyember,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four :  Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  iy  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  notice  given  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  reg- 
ulating the  naval  force  upon  the  lakes,  is  hereby  adopted  and  ratified  as 
if  the  same  had  been  authorized  by  Congress. 

Approved  February  9, 1865. 


[Comiminioated  by  British  legation.] 
Uarl  Biissell  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

No.  53.]  Foreign  Office,  February  15, 1865. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Adams  came  yesterday,  by  appointment,  to  theForeign  Ofdce- 

I  told  Mr.  Adams  that  the  cabinet  had  taken  into  consideration  the 
complaints  which  he  had  made  from  time  to  time,  by  order  of  his  gov- 
ernment, of  the  confederate  hostilities  in  the  lakes  of  Canada,  of  the 
raid  at  St.  Albans,  and  of  the  vessels  built  or  fitted  out  in  British, ports 
which  were  afterwards  found  converted  into  ships  of  war,  cruising  against 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  orders  sent  to  the  governor 
of  Canada  by  her  Majesty's  government,  and  the  proceedings  not  only 
of  the  governor  general,  but  of  the  legislature  in  Canada,  would,  I 
trusted,  convince  the  United  States  government  that  everything  had 
been  done,  or  would  be  done^  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  of  hostilities 
against  the  United  States  from  Canadian  territory,  or  on  Canadian 
waters. 

With  respect  to  the  ships  built,  bought,  or  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  question  was  more  dififtcult.  We  had  tried 
prosecution,  and  had  to  a  great  extent  prevented  the  equipment  of  war- 
like vessels  in  her  Majesty's  ports  and  rivers,  to  be  afterwards  used  as 
confederate  vessels  of  war ;  but  this  success  only  rendered  the  confeder- 
ate agents  more  cautious  in  carrying  out  their  designs.  Supposing  a 
merchant  ship  to  be  bought  and  sent  out  ostensibly  to  Bombay,  another 
vessel  laden  with  cannon  and  warlike  equipments,  with  a  large 
ship's  company,  should  be  nominally  bound  to  Mexico,  and  that  these 
two  vessels  should^  meet,  say  at  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  and  oue  of 
these  vessels  to  be  'there  converted  into  a  confederate  cruiser,  with  a 
confederate  captain  aud  a  confederate  crew;  how  was  such  a  transaction 
to  be  prevented  ?  Would  not  the  plans  of  the  confederate  agents  and 
of  their  friends  in  the  country  be  kept  so  secret  that  no  law  existing,  or 
to  be  made,  could  reach  them  ? 

I  say  that,  struck  by  the  difficulties,  her  Majesty's  government  had 
determined  to  address  the  confederate  commissioners  at  Paris ;  and  I 
then  proceeded  to  read  to  Mr.  Adams  the  letter  of  which  I  inclose  a 
copy.  But  I  said  there  was  always  great  difficulty  in  communicating 
with  the  confederate  authorities  at  Eichmond,  and  it  had  occurred 
to  the  cabinet  that,  as  the  government  at  Washington  must  have  oppor- 
tunities of  communicating  with  the  confederates  on  questions  which 
always  arise  in  the  course  of  protracted .  hostilities,  I  might  fairly  ask 
Mr.  Seward,  through  the  organ  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  convey  my  letter 
safely  to  the  confederate  authorities. 

Mr.  Adams  raised  the  difficulties  that  the  confederates  might  doubt 
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the  authenticity  of  the  letter ;  but,  as  I  told  him  that  the  origiual  had 
been  sent  the  day  before  to  Lord  Cowley,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Adams  acknowledged  that  difficulty  to  be  removed. 

I  said  that  either  the  confederates  would  accept  our  conditions,  or 
they  would  refuse  comiiliance,  and  in  the  last  case  it  would  be  for  her 
Majesty's  government  to  consider  what  was  next  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  in  either  case  he  thought  advantage  would  accrue 
to  the  United  States ;  but  he  feared  that  the  facility  with  which  the  con- 
federates had  obtained  ships  for  hostile  purposes  in  a  neutral  country 
would  furnish  very  dangerous  precedents  to  belligerents  in  any  future 
war. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

J.  Htjmb  Burnley,  (fee,  &c.,  &c. 

[For  inclosure  see  inclosure  to  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Seward,  'Eo.  879,  February  16, 1865,  post.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

,    [Extract.] 

No.  879.]  LEiS-ATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  February  16, 1865. 
gjg  .***##* 

His  lordship  Earl  Russell  said  he  had  asked  to  see  me  in  order  to  let  me 
know  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet  on  American  affairs. 
With  regard  to  the  state  of  things  in  Canada,  in  view  of  the  instructions 
which  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Oardwell  to  Lord  Monck,  of  the  action  that 
had  been  taken  by  Lord  Monck  himself,  of  the  measures  in  progress  in 
the  legislature,  and  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  the  province,  it  was 
thought  that  enough  had  been  done  to  establish  confidence  there. 

With  respect  to  the  difficulties  that  had  been  occasioned  on  this  side 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  confederate  agents  and  their  friends,  in  fitting 
out  vessels  and  enhsttag  men  to  carry  on  the  war  from  this  country  as 
a  base,  the  cabinet  had  come  to  a  determination.  This  was  to  direct 
him  to  address  a  letter  to  the  three  persons  who  had,  some  time  since, 
written  to  him  as  authorized  agents  of  the  confederates  at  Eichmond,  on 
another  subject,  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann.  These  persons  were 
believed  to  be,  all  of  them,  now  at  Paris.  Such  a  letter  had  accordingly 
been  prepared.  He  proposed  now  to  read  to  me  its  contents.  Accord-, 
ingly,  he  read  it  over  slowly  and  deliberately.  After  he  finished,  he 
said  it  was  proposed  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  for  my  government.  He 
had  already,  on  Monday,  sent  the  letter  to  Lord  Cowley,  at  Paris,  to  be 
forwarded  to  his  address.  In  order  to  be  still  more  sure  of  its  destina- 
tion, however,  he  proposed  to  send  a  duplicate  to  Washington,  with  a 
request  that,  through  the  channels  of  communication  which  appear  to 
have  been  established  between  that  place  and  Eichmond,  it  might,  if 
thought  proper,  be  transmitted  by  us. 

I  then  said  that  I  had  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  letter  with  much 
satisfaction.  That  I  could  not,  at  the  moment,  say  what  view  my  gov- 
ernment would  take  of  it,  or  pf  the  proposition  to  transmit  it  through  its 
agency.  I  could,  myself,  perceive  no  objection.  Possibly  the  other  side 
might  be  disposed  to  refuse  to  receive  it,  because  it  came  in  that  way. 
His  lordship  remarked  that  he  had  first  sent  it  directly  to  the  agents  to 
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guard  against  that  difficulty.  He  alluded  to  the  refusal  of  the  govern- 
ment to  permit  a  vessel  to  pass,  on  a  former  occasion,  as  having  been 
based  upon  other  reasons,  which  did  not  seem  to  apply  to  this  case.  I  said 
it  had  always  seemed  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise  that  some  course  of  this 
kind  had  not  been  earlier  taken. 

I  have  siace  received  a  note  from  Lord  EusseU,  with  a  copy  of  the 
letter.    I  send  a  copy  of  the  former  with  the  latter,  just  as  it  came  to 
me,  preserving  a  copy  of  it  to  place  in  the  archives  of  this  legation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  15, 1865. 
Lord  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  which  Lord  Eussell  spoke  to  Mr. 
Adams  yesterday  as  having  been  addressed  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell, 
and  Mann. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mason,  Slidell,  and  Mann.  • 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  February  13, 1865. 

Gentlemen:  Some  time  ago  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  answer 
to  a  statement  which  you  sent  me,  that  her  Majesty  remained  neutral 
in  the  deplorable  contest  now  carried  on  in  North  America,  and  that  her 
Majesty  intended  to  persist  in  that  course. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  request  you  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  author- 
ities under  whom  you  act,  with  a  view  to  their  serious  consideration 
thereof,  the  just  complaints  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  to 
make  of  the  conduct  of  the  so-called  confederate  government.  The  facts 
upon  which  these  complaints  are  founded  tend  to  show  that  her  Majr 
esty's  neutrality  is  not  respected  by  the  agents  of  that  government,  and 
that  undue  and  reprehensible  attempts  have  been  made  by  them  to 
involve  her  Majesty  in  a  war  in  which  her  Majesty  had  declared  her 

intention  not  to  take  part. 

*  «  *  *  «  * 

Thirdly,  the  president  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  has  put  forth 
a  proclamation  acknowledging  and  claiming  as  a  belligerent  operation, 
in  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  act  of  Bennett  G.  Burley  in 
attempting,  in  1864,  to  capture  the  steamer  Michigan,  with  a  view  to 
release  numerous  confederate  prisoners  detained  in  captivity  in  John- 
son's Island,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Independently  of.  this  proclamation,  the  facts,  connected  with  the 
attack  on  two  other  American  steamers,  the  PhUo  Parsons  and  Island 
Queen,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  recent  raid  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  which  Lieutenant  Young,  holding,  as  he  affirms,  a  commission 
in  the  Confederate  States  army,  declares  to  have  been  an  act  of  war,  and 
therefore  not  to  involve  the  guilt  of  robbery  and  murder,  show  a  gross 
8  A  c— VOL.  n 
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disregard  of  her  Majesty's  character  as  a  neutral  power,  and  a  desire  to 
involve  her  Majesty  in  hostilities  with  a  conterminous  power  with  which 
Great  Britain  is  at  peace. 

You  may,  gentlemen,  have  the  means  of  contesting  the  accuracy  of  the 
information  on  which  my  foregoing  statements  have  been  founded;  and 
I  should  be  glad  to  find  that  her  Majesty's  govjemment  have  been  mis- 
informed, although  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  such  has  been  the 
case.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  information  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  received  with  regard  to  these  matters  cannot  be  gainsaid,  I 
trust  that  you  will  feel  yourselves  authorized  to  promise,  on  behalf  of 
the  confederate  government,  that  practices  so  offensive  and  unwarrant- 
able shall  cease,  and  shall  be  entirely  abandoned  for  the  future.  I  shall, 
therefore,  await  anxiously  your  reply,  after  referring  to  the  authorities 
of  the  Confederate  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq.,  J.  Slidbll,  Esq.,  J.  Majstn,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  17, 1865. 
Sir  :  Adverting  to  my  note  of  the  7th  instant,  communicatiag  to  you 
a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  M.  M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  United  States  con- 
,  sul  at  Halifax,  I  have  the  honor  now  to  inclose,  for  your  information 
,and  that  of  the  proper  authorities  of  her  Majesty's  government,  a  copy 
of  another  telegram  from  the  same  source  of  yesterday,  to  the  effect 
that  Oswego  will  probably  be  one  of  the  points  of  attack  by  the  rebel 
raiders  from  Canada,  and  that  threats  are  made  against  Eochester,  I^Tew 
York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
3.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.,  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Jaclcson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Office  TJ.  S.  Military  Telegraph,  War  Department. 
The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington' 5.22  p.  m.,  February 
16, 1865,  from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  February  16,  1865 : 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward  : 

Am  informed  that  Oswego  will  probably  be  one  of  the  points  of  attack 
by  rebel  raiders  from  Canada,  and  that  threats  are  made  agaiast  Eoch- 
ester.   Dispatches  by  steamer. 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depatrment  of  State, 

•  Washington,  February  19, 1865. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  us 
regard  to  the  suspicious  steamer  Georgian  or  Georgiana,  I  have  the 
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lionor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  proper  authorities  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  that  in  a  dispatch  of  the  6th  instant,  addressed 
to  me  by  D.  Thurston,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Toronto, 
it  is  stated  that  the  steamer  Greorgian  has  been  transferred  to  George 
Taylor  Denison,  a  major  in  the  militia  (cavalry)  of  Canada ;  that  he  pro- 
fesses to  have  paid  $13,000  for  her ;  but  Mr.  Thurston  states  that  no  such 
sum  has  ever  been  in  the  major's  possession,  and  that  he  understands 
that  George  Dawson,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  a  colonel  in  the  insurgent 
service,  who  spent  some  months  in  Toronto,  and  who  avowed  that  he 
was  there  as  the  agent  of  the  insurgents,  and  for  a  Special  object,  left 
that  city  a  few  days  before  it  was  known  that  the  vessel  had  passed  into 
George  T.  Denison's  hands ;  that  Dawson  has  a  family  connection  with 
Denison,  and  was  very  intimately  associated  with-  him  during  his  res- 
idence  in  that  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe^ 
dient  servant. 


J.  Hume  Buenley,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Toronto,  February  6,  1865. 
Snt:  ******* 
The  steamer  Georgian  has  been  transferred  to  George  Taylor  Denison, 
of  this  city,  a  major  in  the  militia  (cavalry)  of  Canada.  He  professes  to 
have  paid  $13,000  for  her,  but  no  such  sum  has  ever  been  in  his  posseS: 
sion.  He  is  the  brother  of  Brigade  Major  Denison,  of  this  city,  and  it 
was  the  last  named  gentleman  from  whom  I  obtained  the  information, 
I  understand  that  George  Dawson,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  a  rebel 
colonel,  who  spent  some  months  in  this  city,  and  avowed  that  he  was 
here  as  the  agent  of  the  rebel  government,  aad  for  a  special  object,  left 
this  city  a  few  days  before  it  was  known  that  the  boat  had  passed  into 
George  T.  Denison's  hands.  He  is  connected  ia  some  way,  by  marriage, 
with  George  T.  Denison,  and  was  very  intimately  associated  with  him 

during  his  residence  in  this  city. 

##«##* 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  THUESTON, 

United  States  Consul, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1274.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  21, 1865. 
SiE :  I  have  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  February,  No.  868.  In  that 
paper  you  inform  me  that  the  accounts  received  in  England  of  the  agita- 
tion here  of  restrictive  measures  to  operate  in  Canada  are  made  the  oc- 
casion for  allegations  in  private  conversation,  and  in  the  public  press, 
that  a  determined  spirit  of  enmity  to  Great  Britain  prevails  throughout 
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this  country.  You  inform  me,  further,  that  a  reconciliation  between  the 
insurgents  and  the  national  authorities  is  considered  less  impossible  now 
than  heretofore,  and  that  it  is  assumed  that  the  happening  of  this  event 
wiQ  be  simultaneous  with  a  declaratioii  of  war  by  the  United  States 
against  G-reat  Britain,  and  a  joint  advance  of  the  two  armies  now  oper- 
ating against  each  other  upon  Canada.  After  reading  these  statements, 
I  am  not  surprised  by  the  further  one  that  it  begins  to  be  whispered  in 
certain  political  quarters  that  the  really  wise  way  to  avert  so  grave  a 
danger  as  the  one  thus  indicated  would  be  to  anticipate  it  by  sustaining 
the  insurgents  so  far  as  to  prevent  their  ruin,  even  though  it  should  be 
at  the  hazard  of  a  war. 

I  appreciate  fully  your  suggestion,  that  we  shall  conform  our  policy 
toward  Great  Britain  to  the  immediate  exigency  which  the  recurrence 
of  the  parliamentary  elections  has  created,*  it  being  understood  that  in 
England  our  enemies  are  chiefly  found  on  what  they  there  call  the  con- 
servative side,  while  our  friends  range  themseh'es  under  the  so-called 
liberal  banner. 

The  difficulty  consists  not  at  all  in  following  your  advice,  but  in  secur- 
ing a  fair  and  candid  consideration  of  our  proceedings  by  even  the  lib- 
erals of  Great  Britain. 

We  have  borne  from  subjects  of  Great  Britain  at  home  the  virtual 
destruction  of  our  foreign  trade,  and  the  feeding  and  arming  of  the  insur- 
gents from  British  ports  and  warehouses.  We  have  maintained  free 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  British  subjects  who  dwell  in  Canada, 
untU  we  have  become  unsafe  on  the  border  lakes  and  rivers.  Our  money 
was  plundered  from  the  banking-houses  on  the  frontier,  and  all  the 
hotels  of  the  city  of  2few  York  were  simultaneously  fired  by  incendiaries 
having  shelter  and  protection  in  the  British  provinces.  These  perils 
and  wrongs,  were  incurred  after  three  years  of  earnest  and  vigorous  but 
unsuccessful  warning  and  remonstrance.  It  is  thus  seen  that  we  have 
had  not  one,  but  many  just  causes  of  war  against  Great  Britain.  Never- 
theless we  have  not  made  war,  but  have  only  discontinued  reciprocal 
trade,  and  imposed  some  restrictions  upon  intercourse,  reserving  the 
power  to  relax  or  increase  them  as  the  course  of  Canada  and  the  British 
government  should  become  Mendly  or  grow  more  hostile. and  injurious. 

If  the  moderation  thus  practiced  in  regard  to  Canada  is  understood 
by  the  British  nation  as  an  indication  of  determined  enmity  to  itself, 
what  can  we  do  to  correct  the  impression  1  We  are  not  able  to  endure 
more  patiently  or  more  meekly  than  we  have  endured  injuries  in  that 
quarter.  Eelaxation  on  our  part,  without  receiving  any  guarantees  from 
Canada,  would  expose  us  to  new  aggTessions.  The  case  is  the  same  in 
regard  to  aggressions  from  Liverpool  and  the  Clyde.  We  just  now  learn 
that  Eumble,  who  got  out  the  Eappahannock,  is  acquitted.  That 
vessel  is  openly  and  flagrantly  used,  by  persons  harbored  and  protected 
in  Great  Britain,  as  a  receiving  ship,  to  man  new  piratical  vessels,  which 
threaten  not  only  our  few  ships  on  the  ocean,  but  our  blockade  and  our 
cities.  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  writes  us  that  the  Ajax  has 
just  gone  out ;  that  another  pirate,  called  her  consort,  will  go  out  from 
a  British  port,  and  be  armed  by  British  subjects ;  and  yet  her  Majesty's 
government,  if  they  pursue  the  same  policy  as  heretofore,  will  not  only 
treat  those  vessels,  but  even  insist  that  we  shall  treat  them,  as  lawful 
belligerent  vessels. 

Mr.  MorsCj  our  consul  at  London,  writes  us  that  the  "  'No.  40,"  alias 
Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  a  vessel  as  powerful  as  the  Kearsarge,  is  likely  soon 
to  be  afloat,  fully  armed  and  manned.  The  Eappahannock,  the' Talla: 
hassee,  the  Chickamauga,  and  the  Shenandoah,  all  recognized  by  her 
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Majesty's  gOYerntnent  as  lla^'mg  a  lawful  belligerent  character,  are,  as 
we  understand,  down  to  this  day,  standing  in  the  registers  of  the  British 
customs  in  the  names  of  British  owners,  under  their  former  names  of 
Scylla,  Atlanta,  Edisto,  and  Sea  King.  And  now  comes,  at  this  late 
hour,  a  new  embarrassment.  One  of  Armau's  rams,  built  at  Bordeaux 
for  the  insurgents,  clandestinely  receives  her  armament  from  a  British 
steamer  off  the  coast  of  France. 

It  must  be  manifest  that,  under  these  circumstance,  we  are  so  far  from 
being  able  to  choose  a  less  vigorous  defensive  policy  in  regard  to  Great 
Britain  that  we  must  rather  expect  to  be  obliged  to  adopt  more  direct 
and  vigorous  measures  of  resistance  to  her  hostile  subjects.  It  seems  to 
us  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  control  of  the  whole  situation. 
Let  them  pursue  and  punish  l^he  British  subjects  who  wage  these  end- 
less and  manifold  hostilities,' or,  at  least,  abandon  them  to  the  fate  of 
pirates  and  enemies  of  the  human  race,  as  they  are.  Let  that  govern- 
ment seek  peace  with  us,  as  earnestly  as  we  desire  peace  and  good  rela- 
tions with  Great  Britain,  and  all  apprehensions  of  enmity  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  will  virtually  be  found  to  be  groundless  and  chimeri- 
cal. If  any  British  politicians  fear  that  we  shall  make  hostility  to  Great 
Britain  a  condition  of  reconciliation  with  the  insurgents,  and  an  occa- 
sion for  aggression,  those  politicians  are  the  victims  of  a  delusion  which 
they  themselves  have  created.  It  is  true,  I  have  intimations  from  not 
one,  but  many  insurgent  emissaries,  that  such  a  condition,  if  tendered, 
might  be  accepted,  and  that  the  two  parties  combined,  on  some  such 
condition,  might  end  this  fearful  domestic  strife  by  a  common  war 
against  any  European  state  we  might  choose  for  an  enemy.  I  say  to  you 
now,  by  direction  of  the  President,  as  I  have  already  said  to  Mr.  Bige- 
low,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  this  government  to  fight  the  battle  through 
upon  the  present  line,  if  no  European  state  intervenes ;  but«I  cannot,  at 
the  same  time  omit  to  say,  that  the  British  government,  by  its  tolera- 
tion of  the  hostilities  of  its  subjects,  forces  upon  the  American  people 
the  question  most  difficult  of  all  of  solution  by  popular  judgment, 
whether  Great  Britain  is,  or  is  not,  actually  intervening  in  favor  of  the 
insurgents. 

I  have  written  this  dispatch  with  perfect  freedom,  as  a  transcript  of 
the  feeUngs  of  our  administration.  You  will  make  such  use  of  it  as  your 
own  discretion  shaU  approve,  with  regard  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
two  nations. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Abams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  <&o.,  &c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Departicent  of  State, 

Washington,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  my  notes  of  the  7th  and  17th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  for  the  farther  information  of  the  proper  authorities  of 
her  Majesty's  government  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  from 
M.  M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  respecting  the 
proposed  hostile  expeditions  against  the  United  States  from  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  HuJiiiE  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Malifax,  Nova  Scotia,  February  13, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  telegrams  to  you  I 
have  endeavored  to  procure  farther  information  in  relation  to  the  de- 
signs of  the  rebels,  now  in  Canada,  upon  our  northern  borders. 

I  have  ascertained  that  the  rebels,  now  scattered  through  several  of 
the  border  towns  in  Canada,  designed,  some  time  since,  making  another 
raid  from  Canada  into  the  United  States,  but  their  operations  have  been 
suspended  to  await  the  result  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  Canadian 
courts  in  the  case  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders.  They  aver,  however,  that 
bhe  result  of  those  proceedings  will  not  defeat  their  plans ;  and  that,  at 
the  earliest  practicable  period,  they  will  attempt  to  carry  them  into 
execution. 

I  have  been  informed  that  one  of  the  points  to  be-attacked  is  Oswego, 
New  York.    They  also  make  threats  against  Eochester. 

The  headquarters  of  these  desperadoes  are  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Kings- 
ton, and  the  other  towns  upon  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Canadian  border. 
I  have  no  doubt  they  will  attempt,  the  iirst  favorable  opportunity,  to 
consummate  their  plans ;  their  objects  being  both  to  plunder  and  injure 
the  people  of  the  loyal  States,  and  to  create  trouble,  if  possible  a  war, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 
United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  884.]  ^  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  23, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  come  from  an  interview  with  Lord  EusseU. 

It******** 

Having  completed  what  I  had  to  say,  I  was  about  to  take  my  leave, 
when  his  lordship  remarked  that  when  I  came  he  had  expected  I  was 
about  to  discuss  a  different  matter.  He  had  presumed  that  I  was  to 
give  notice  of  the  termination  of  the  reciprocity  treaty.  I  replied  that 
the  papers  had  been  received  by  me,  with  instructions  to  give  the  notice 
at  some  time  after  the  17th  of  March,  the  earliest  period  at  which  it  was 
possible  to  do  so  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  His  lordshij)  said  that  the 
subject  had  been  under  consideration  in  the  cabinet  yesterday,  at  which 
he  had  not  been  able  to  attend.  He  had,,  however,  been  apprised  that 
it  had  been  thought  advisable,  in  regard  to  the  notice  already  given  as 
to  terminating  the  arrangement  of  1817,  to  begin  to  think  of  something 
to  substitute  in  its  place.  He  was  not  himself  disposed  to  question  the 
reasonableness  of  our  disposition,  under  the  late  course  of  events,  to 
increase  our  armament,  but  this  would  necessarily  involve  on  their  part 
a  duty  of  making  some  similar  provision.  He  thought  that  an  under- 
standing would  be  advisable,  so  that  each  party  could  prepare  itself  ac- 
cordingly. The  same  remark  might  be  made  of  the  reciprocity  treaty. 
The  interval  before  its  termination  might  be  profitably  employed  in 
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maturing  sucli  amendmeuts  to  it  as  would  remove  present  objections. 
He  could  not  but  think  that,  in  substance,  both  of  these  compacts  had 
been  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  both  countries.  I  replied  that  in  my 
own  opinion  they  had  been  highly  useful,  and  now  that  the  Canadian 
authorities  had  taken  such  vigorous  measures  to  put  an  end  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  marauders  on  the'  border,  I  inclined  to  indulge  the  hope 
that  we  should  hear  no  more  of  them.  It  was  only  necessary  that  her 
Majesty's  government  should  lift  its  little  finger  in  earnest,  and  the 
whole  rebel  programme  in  Canada  would  be  scattered  to  the  winds.  The 
delivery  of  the  men  found  guilty  of  these  atrocities  on  the  border  would 
act  as  a  preventive  against  all  projects  of  that  kind  in  fature.  I  was, 
therefore,  in  great  hopes  that  the  apprehension,  justly  enough  excited 
at  the  moment,  woiild  soon  die  away,  so  that , there  would  be  no  occa- 
sion for  resorting  to  extraordinary  permanent  measures  of  precaution. 
Armaments  were  expensive  and  useless.  They  only  served  in  troubled 
times  to  breed  mutual  suspicions.  To  judge  from  the  tone  in  the  House 
of  Lords  the  other  day,  one  would  suppose  that  we  were  about  to  pounce 
upon  Canada  with  our  whole  force.  Yet  we  had  been  living  for  half  a 
century  almost  uninterruptedly  in  fall  reliance  on  the  good  faith  of  each 
other,  and  I  saw  no  reason  why  we  might  not  do  so  again  hereafter. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  "WlLLTAIVT  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  1282.]  ,  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March,  1, 1865. 
gjB,.      *  #  #  #  *  #  * 

Canada  is  one  of  the  points  where  the  peace  of  the  two  countries 
is  immediately  exposed.  Judge  Smith  yesterday  adjourned  the  case  of 
the  St.  Albans  raiders  eight  days,  and  thus  he  has  again  rendered  it 
impossible  for  us  to  modify  our  restrictive  measures,  in  regard  to  that 
province.  There  is  reason  to  hope,  however,  that,  if  not  the  judiciary, 
the  executive  authorities  of  Canada  will  soon  take  such  proceedings  as 
will  reassure  the  border  sentiment.  In  that  case  the  President  will 
hasten  to  manifest  a  renewed  sense  of  security  and  of  liberality  towards 
that  important  province. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.,  i&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  1, 1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  31st  of  January,  I  have  the 
nonor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  dispatch,  and  of  its  inclosures,  which 
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I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada, 
relative  to  the  vessels  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  alleged  to  be  intended 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  > 

J.  HUME  BUENLET, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed,  <&c.,  d;c.,  &c. 


Viscount  MoncTc  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  February  28, 1865; 
Sir:  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  January,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  report  from  the  attorney  general 
for  Canada  East,  and  a  letter  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  the  port 
of  Montreal,  relative  to  the  vessels  Almandaris  and  Pinero. 

I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  commimicate  this  information  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MOlSrCK. 

J.  Hume  Buenlet,  Esq.,  &c,,  tfcc,  (fee. 


Mr.  Cartier  to  Viscount  Monde. 

Crown  Law  Department, 

Quebec,  February  28, 1865. 
The  uadersifened  has  the  honor,  in  addition  to  his  report  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  copy  of  a 
letter,  with  inclosure,  received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Montreal, 
in  relation  to  two  vessels,  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  the  former  of  which 
is  reported  as  having  been  sold  to  Spanish  subjects  at  Havana,  and  the 
latter,  still  lying  in  the  Lachine  canal,  as  having  been  transferred  by 
bill  of  sale  to  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  city  of  Montreal. 

GEOEGE  E.  CAETIEB, 

^Attorney  General,  L.  C. 


Mr.  Holmes  to  Mr.  Futroye. 

Custom  House,  Montreal,  February  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  dated  28th  December,  last,  requir- 
ing to  be  informed,  for  the  information  of  the  honorable  the  attorney 
general,  of  any  facts  thereafter  coming  to  my  knowledge  touching  the 
vessels  El  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  I  beg  to  say  this  morning's  mail 
brought  me  back  the  registry  of  the  Almandaris,  with  advice  of  her 
transfer  at  Havana. 
Inclosed  is  copy  of  letter  of  advice. 
I  have,  &c., 

BENJ.  HOLMES,  Collector. 
George  Futroye,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Crown  Law  Department,  Quebec. 

P.  S. — The  Pinero  still  lying  in  the  canal,  but  has  been  transferred  by 
bill  of  sale  to  Joseph  Tiffin,  jr.,  of  this  city. 

B.  H. 
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Mr,  Bunch  to  the  Registrar, 

Havana,  February  8,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith  the  British 
certificate  of  registry  of  steamer  Almandaris,  official  number  46,257,  of 
your  port,  sold  this  day  to  Spanish  subjects  for  $81,340,  currency  of 
Canada. 

I  remain,  &c., 

JOHN  BUNCH,  Consul  General. 
The  EegistkAR,  Montreal,  Canada. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  7, 1865. 
'  Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  calling  my  atten- 
tion to  suspicious  circumstances  attending  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Geor- 
giana,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  1  have 
received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  this 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor"  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLTAM  H.  Seward,  <fcc.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Lord  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  February  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  22d  instant,  audits  inclosure,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  steamer 
Georgian,  or  Georgiana,  by  Mr.  Denison,  of  Toronto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  had  been  already  made 
aware  of  the  change  in  the  ownership  of  this  vessel,  and  that  a  close 
watch  has  been  kept,  and  will  continue  to  be  kept,  by  the  Canadian 
authorities,  on  any  proceedings  connected  with  her,  in  order  to  take  the 
proper  legal  steps  should  any  suspicious  facts  be  disclosed. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  H.  Burnley,  Esq. 


Mr.  Seioard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1289.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  8, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  notice  which  has  been  given  by  this  government  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  convention  of  April,  1817,  limiting  the  naval  force  on  the 
lakes,  was  indispensable,  to  enable  us  technically  with  honor  to  protect 
ourselves  from  insurgent  incursions  from  Canadian  territory.'  As  it  is 
hoped  and  believed  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  no  further  incur- 
sions of  that  character  may  be  apprehended,  you  may  say  to  Lord  Eus- 
sell  that  we  are  quite  willing  that  the  convention  should  remain  practi- 
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cally  in  force ;  that  this  government  has  not  constructed  or  commenced 
building  any  additional  war  vessels  on  the  lakes,  or  added  to  the  arma- 
ment of  the  single  one  which  -was  previously  its  property ;  and  that  no 
such  vessels  will  in  future  be  built  or  armed  by  us  in  that  quarter.  It 
is  hoped  and  expected,  however,  that  her  Majesty's  governtaent,  ort  its 
part,  so  long  as  this  determination  shall  be  observed  in  good  faith  by 
that  of  the  United  States,  will  neither  construct,  nor  arm,  nor  introduce 
armed  vessels  in  excess  of  the  force  stipulated  for  by  the  convention 
referred  to. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

(Jhaeles  Francis  Adajjis,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  (fee. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

No.  1294.]  Depahtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  9, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  reserved  for  consideration  in  this  paper  the  account 
which,  in  your  dispatch  No.  879,  you  give  of  a  conversation  held  by  you 
witb  Earl  Eussell  at  3  o'clock  on  Tuesday,  the  lith  of  February,  upon 
the  subject  of  aggressions  coming  from  British  provinces  and  ports,  and 
certain  papers  relating  thereto, 'namely,  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to 
you  by  Earl  Eussell  on  the  15th  of  February  last,  and  of  a  note  which 
the  earl,  on  the  13th  of  that  month,  addressed  to  the  rebel  emissaries, 
Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann,  at  Paris. 

While  I  was  reading  these  papers,  Mr.  Burnley  called,  and  left  with  me 
for  my  perusal  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  he  had  just  received,  in  which  Earl 
.  Eussell  has  given  his  own  version  of  the  same  conversation  to  which  I 
have  before  referred. 

There  is  a  practical  agreement  between  the  two  statements ;  the  only 
difference,  if  any,  consists  in  greater  explicitness  of  the  earl's  explana- 
tions to  you,  as  they  are  presented  by  himself. 

Earl  Eussell  remarked  substantially  in  that  conversation  that  he 
thought  that  the  proceedings  which  had  been  taken  by  her  Majesty's 
government,  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  and  by  the  legislature 
of  that  province,  in  regard  to  apprehended  raids  and  aggressions  from 
that  province,  would  be  satisfactory.. 

Upon  this  point  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Card- 
well  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  referred  to  by  Earl  Eussell,  were 
some  time  since  made  known  to  this  department,  and  they  were  thought 
to  be  highly  friendly  and  judicious.  The  legislature  of  Canada  has  re- 
cently passed  a  law  which,  if  duly  executed,  will  enable  the .  executive 
authorities  to  remove  from  the  provinces  any  foreigners  who  may  seek 
to  make  therein  a  base  for  hostile  incursions  into  the  United  States. 
That  legislature  is  also  understood  to  be  perfecting  the  enactment  of  a 
law  which  wUl  provide  for  the  indemnity  of  the  persons  who  were  robbed 
in  the  raids  upon  St.  Albans.  Judge  Smith  stiU  delays  proceedings 
upon  the  requisition  for  the  dehvery  of  the  robbers  and  murderers  in 
that  case,  but  Mr.  Burnley  has  confidentially  assured  me,  on  the  author- 
ity of  the  governor  general,  that,  if  they-  shall  not  be-  delivered  to  the 
United  States,  they  will  be  promptly  detained  and  vigorously  prosecuted 
for  violation  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Canada,  committed  in 
connection  with  offenses  at  St.  Albans. 
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In  view  of  tliese  facts  and  of  tlie  explanations  which  were  made  to  you 
by  Earl  Eussell  in  the  aforementioned  conversation,  I  have,  by  the  Pre- 
sident's direction,  issued  an  order  which  entirely  rescinds  the  passport 
regulations  of  the  17th  of  December  last,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  prov- 
ince of  Canada.  A  copy  of  the  order  thus  made  to-day  is  annexed  to 
this  dispatch. 

***•*  #  #** 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&e.,  cfcc,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  9, 1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  7th  and  17th  ultimo,  rela- 
tive to  the  information  furnished  to  you  by  the  United  States  consul  at 
Halifax,  respecting  projected  raids  into  the  United  States  territory,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  addressed  by  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  United  States  "consul,  as 
to  the  necessity  of  giving  him  in  the  first  instance  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence of  any  raid  into  the  United  States  contemplated  by  parties 'con- 
nected with  that  province,  either  as  transient  travelers  or  otherwise. 

His  excellency  further  observes,  that  if  there  existed  any  similar  and 
proved  necessity  for  investing  the  governor  with  extraordinary  powers 
as  in  Canada,  the  legislature  would  not  hesitate  to  give  them;  but  that, 
at  present,  from  the  best  information  which  he  can  procure,  he  has  rea- 
son to  think  that  no  such  powers  are  required  in  Halifax. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUEl^fLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Daly  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

Government  House, 
Halifax,  N.  8.,  February  18, 1865. 

Sir:  The  lieutenant  governor,  Sir  E.  G.  Macdonnell,  has  this  day 
received  a  letter  from  the  British  charge  d'affaires  at  Washington,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  by  you  on  the  7th  instant  to  Mr. 
Seward,  representing  that  another  raid  into  the  United  States  from 
Canada  is  in  contemplation. 

His  excellency  instructs  me  to  remind  you  that  on  the  2d  of  January 
you  had  interview  with  him  in  reference  to  the  existence  of  a  supposed 
conspiracy,  here  by  parties  contemplating  a  raid  into  the  United  States 
from  Canada,  which  you  had  similarly  represented  to  Mr.  Seward,  who 
immediately  transmitted,  through  the  English  embassy,  a  copy  of  that 
communication  to  his  excellency. 

The  lieutenant  governor  informed  you  on  that  occasion  of  his  earnest 
desii-e  to  assist  by  all  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  this  province  being 
made  a  center  for  intrigues  against  a  neighboring  and  friendly  state. 
He  understood,  therefore,  that  you  would  not  fail  to  communicate  with 
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him  on  receipt  of  any  reliable  information  connected  with  illegal  asso- 
ciations in  this  province,  intended  to  disturb  the  peace  or  assail  the 
property  of  the  neighboring  States. 

His  excellency,  therefore,  desires  me  to  suggest,  that  there  is  some- 
thing incongruous  and  inconvenient  in  his  continuing  to  receive  from 
Washington  information  which,  if  it  concerns  any  persons  in.  this  pro- 
vince, might  obviously  be  more  usefully  communicated  in  the  first 
instance  to  this  government,  than  by  a  circuitous  route,  and  a  delay  of 
nearly  a  fortnight.  In  aU  such  matters  promptitude  of  action  is  the 
thing  most  needed. 

The  lieutenant  governor  would,  therefore,  feel  obliged  by  your  taking 
an  early  opportunity  of  waiting  on  him,  and  fully  explaining  the  nature 
of  the  proceedings  contemplated  by  parties  hostile  to  the  United  States; 
that  he  will  endeavor  to  counteract  such  plots  on  British  ground,  so  far 
as  any  action  for  that  purpose  can  be  taken  by  this  government. 
I  have,  &c., 

M.  BOWES  DALY, 
.  Private  Secretary. 

U.  S.  Consul  Jaoksow,  <&€.,  &g.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  1296.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  10, 1865.  ' 
Sir  :  Your  two  dispatches  of  February  23,  'Sos.  883  and  884,  have 
been  received.  Both  relate  to  one  general  subject,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore consider  them  together.  That  subject  is  an  apprehension  which 
prevails  in  British  political  circles  that  the  close  of  our  civil  strife  will 
be  improved  by  this  government  to  inaugurate  a  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  which  war  Canada  will  be  the  objective  point.  The  restrictive 
policy  in  regard  to  Canada  which  we  were  compelled  to  adopt,  to  coun- 
teract aggressions  from  British  provinces  and  ports,  seems  to  be  regarded 
as  a  fresh  proof  of  the  inimical  purpose  referred  to,  while  a  supposed 
general  unfriendliness  on  my  own  part  is  assumed  in  justification  of  the 
suspicion. 

In  an  interview  with  Mr.  Burnley  yesterday,  invited  by  myself,  I 
authorized  him  to  inform  Earl  Eussell  that,  in  my  judgment,  even  had 
there  been  no  disturbance  of  our  friendly  relations  with  Canada  or 
G-reat  Britain,  the  late  reciprocity  treaty  could  not  have  been  continued 
beyond  its  appointed  term,  without  being  modified  so  essentially  as  to 
require  a  thorough  revision  of  the  compact,  and  that  such  a  revision 
would  necessarily  involve  a  submission  of  the  whole  subject  to  not  only 
the  Senate,  but  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  observed  fur- 
ther to  Mr.  Burnley  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  utterly  unavailing 
to  attempt  to  negotiate  with  Great  Britain  a  treaty  of  reciprocal  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  while  this'  civil  war  continues, 
with  Great  Britain  in  her  present  attitude,  recognizing  the  insurgents 
as  a  belligerent,  and  thus  derogating  the  United  States  from  their 
accustomed  sovereignty  over  all  the  territory  and  all  the  citizens  of  the 
republic.  I  gave  my  reasons  for  this,  namely,  that  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things  has  proved  destructive  of  our  national  commerce  and  sub- 
versive of  friendship  between  our  people  and  those  of  Great  Britain. 
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I  further  stated  to  Mr.  Burnley  that  there  seems  good  reason  to  believe 
that  this  civil  war  has  already  come,  or  is  about  coming  to  such  a  crisis 
that  we  may  look  for  an  early  recognition  of  our  full  national  authority 
by  Great  Britain,  and  that  when  that  change  shall  take  place,  this  gov- 
ernment will  cheerfully  enter  into  negotiations,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  a  just,  fair,  and  equal  reciprocity  in  trade  can  be  established 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Of  course,  in  this  matter  I  am 
not  to  be  understood  as  assuming  to  speak  for  the  Senate  or  for  Con- 
gress. 

You  will  see  that  in  this  proceeding  I  anticipated  an  important  sug- 
gestion of  Earl  Eussell,  communicated  in  your  dispatch  now  before  me, 
which  suggestion  is  accepted  as  having  been  made  in  the  interest  of 
peace  and  friendship.  Perhaps  it  is  not  improper  to  add,  that  in  no 
case  does  .this  government  contemplate  war  against  Great  Britain, 
whether  for  Canada,  or  any  other  object.  So  far  are  we  from  seeking 
either  an  occasion  or  a  cause,  or  a  theater  of  war  with  Great  Britain, 
we  are  earnestly  desiring  peace,  friendship,  and  communion  with  that 
great  nation.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  repeat,  and  must  ^jontinue  to 
insist,  that  the  United  States  cannot  consent  to  endure  indefinitely  the 
injuries  ■  resulting,  directly  and  indirectly,  from  the  present  policy  of 
Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  existing  insurrection.  They  cannot  con- 
sent to  remain  derogated  as  a  naval  power  to  a  level  with  a  local  slavery- 
upholding  rebellion,  destitute  of  ports,  courts,  and  ships  of  war.  Nev- 
ertheless, our  policy  is  directed  to  the  redress  of  this  wrong  by  lawful 
and  by  peaceful  means ;  and  it  will  be  persisted  in,  in  the  same  manner, 
until  other  powers  shall  concede  to  the  United  States  the  position  they 
held,  with  the  free  consent  of  aU  nations,  before  the  insurrection  began. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams;  Esq.,  dc,  <&o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  11, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  communicated  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  a  copy  of 
your  note  of  the  23d  of  February,  relative  to  alleged  plans  of  persons 
residing  in  Canada  for  making  hostile  incursions  into  the  United  States, 
and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUElsTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <gc.,  <fec.,  d;c. 


Viscount  Monclc  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House,  Quebec,  March  4, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  25th  February,  covering  copies  of  a  note  and  inclosures  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  alleged  formation  by 
persons  residing  in  Canada  of  plans  for  making  hostile  incursions  into 
the  United  States..   I  beg  that  you  will  inform  the  government  of  the 
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United  States  that  I  shall  continue  to  use  every  exertion  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  such  projects. 
1  have,  &c., 


J.  Hume  Burnley,  t&c,  <S;c.,  (fee. 


MONCK. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
9th  of  March,  with  its  accompaniment,  namely,  a  copy  >  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  you  on  the  18th  of  February  last  by  the  private  secretary 
of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

A  word  of  explanation  wiU  clear  up  the  difficulty  to  which  the  gover- 
nor refers.  Our  consuls  in  the  provinces  have  no  political  functions. 
A  proper  deference  to  the  authority  of  the  imperial  government  forbids 
any  direct  correspondence  between  even  this  government  and  the  local 
authorities  in  the  provinces,  much  more  does  it  prohibit  voluntary  cor- 
respondence between  our  consuls  and  those  authorities.  Hence  the  cir- 
cuitousness  of  our  habitual  mode  of  communication.  The  consul  at  Hali- 
fax addresses  the  department,  I  address  you;  and  you,  under  the  leave 
of  your  home  government,  communicate  wi-th  the  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia  at  Halifax.  It  is,  however,  competent  for  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  assent  to  modification  of  the  prevailing  forms  under  special  cir- 
cumstances, and  I  clearly  see  that  these  circumstances  now  exist  in 
regard  to  the  designs  and  operations  of  disloyal  citizens  and  their  abet- 
tors to  imperil  the  peace  of  the  two  nations.  I  shall  therefore,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  expressed  wish,  instruct»the  consul  at  Halifax  that, 
for  the  present,  he  will  in  all  cases  promptly  and  frankly  make  known 
to  the  governor  general  whatever  he  may  learn  that  shall  be  important 
to  be  known  by  him  in  preventing  hostile  proceedings  in  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia  against  the  United  States. 

I  refer  briefly  to  another  subject  mentioned  by  the  governor.  He 
thinks  that.  Nova  Scotia  is  in  a  different  case  from  Canada  with 
reference  to  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  need  in 
the  former  province  for  such  legislative  action,  with  a  view  to  the  main- 
tenance of  neutrality,  as  has  been  so  promptly  and  honorably  taken  in  the 
province  of  Canada.  It  is  true  that  hostile  raids,  like  that  of  St.  Albans, 
have  not  been  and  are  not  likely  to  be  made  into  our  country  from  Nova 
Scotia.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  Halifax  has  been .  for  more  than 
one  year,  and  yet  is,  a  naval  station  for  vessels  which,  running  the 
blockade,  furnish  supplies  and  munitions  of  war  to  our  enemy,  and  it 
has  been  made  a  rendezvous  for  those  piratical  cruisers  which  come  out 
from  Liverpool  and  Glasgow  to  destroy  our  commerce  on  the  high  seas, 
and  even  to  carry  war  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Halifax  is  a 
postal  and  dispatch  station  in  the  correspondence  between  the  rebels  at 
Kichmond  and  their  emissaries  in  Europe.  Halifax  merchants  are  known 
to  have  surreptitiously  imported  provisions,  arms,  and  ammunition  from 
our  seaports,  and  then  transshipped  them  to  the  rebels.  The  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia  has  been  neutral,  just,  and  friendly ;  so  were  the  judges  of 
the  province  who  presided  on  the  trial  of  the  Chesapeake.  But  then  it 
is  understood  that,  on  the  other  hand,  merchant  shippers  of  Halifax,  and 
many  of  the  people  of  HaUfax,  are  willing  agents  and  abettors  of  the 
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enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  their  hostility  has  proved  not  merely 
offensive  but  deeply  injurious.  When  Nova  Scotia  ceases  to  abet  our 
enemies,  she  will  find  that  we  cherish  no  memory  of  her  past  injuries. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  merchants  of  the  United  States  must  be  allowed 
to  navigate  the  seas  in  security,  and  our  citizens  at  home  must  be 
allowed  to  pursue  their  avocations  without  interference  from  the  port  of 
Htilifax,  beforfe  this  government  can  be  reasonably  expected  to  favor 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 
J.  HtjjME  Btjenlet,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  cfec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  908.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

'  London,  March  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  There  was  no  bag  received  by  the  China,  so  that  the  legation  is 
without  further  advices  this  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times  of  this  morning,  con- 
taining a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  both  houses  of  Parliament  last 
evening.  I  would  call  your  attention  more  particularly  to  the  remarks 
of  Lord  Eussell  in  the  upper  house,  and  to  the  debate  on  the  estimates 
for  Canada  in  the  Commons.  You  wUl  be  glad  to  perceive  how  much 
the  tone  toward  the  United  States  is  changed.  The  alarmist  policy, 
alluded  to  in  preceding  dispatches,  seems  to  be  at  last  abandoned,  and 
in  lieu  of  it  come  earnest  professions  of  a  belief  that  the  friendly  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries  are  firmly  established. 

It  is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  analyze  very  closely  the  elements 
with  which  this  new  faith  is  compounded.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  discovery  of  the  indefensible  position  of  Canada  had  its  date  so  long 
ago  as  the  happening  of  the  Trent  affair,  and  that  it  had  materially  con- 
tributed to  cool  the  ardor  with  which  that  question  was  entered  into 
long  before  it  received  its  solution  by  the  delivery  of  the  captives.  At 
that  time,  however,  all  reference  to  it  was  carefally  suppressed ;  and  so 
it -would  have  remained  but  for  the  reluctance  of  this  government  to 
adopt,  in  season,  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  the  operations  of  the 
rebel  emissaries  sent  to  that  region  for  the  purpose  of  perpetrating  out- 
rages like  the  St.  Albans  raid.  The  result  has  been  a  necessity  to  go  to 
Parliament  with  a  disclosure  of  the  truth.  The  discussion  is  not,  on  the 
whole,  of  k  kind  likely  to  gratify  the  pride  of  the  British  people.  The 
fact  stands  boldly  out,  that  the  continuance  of  the  bond  with  Canada 
depends  upon  the  good- will  of  the  United  States.  It  would  have  been 
wiser  to  have  thought  of  this  before  the  ill-will  of  the  governing  class 
had  been  permitted  to  betray  itself  so  indiscreetly  in  the  dark  hours  of 
our  civil  struggle.  The  result  is,  that  no  further  apprehension  need  be 
felt  by  us  of  any  aggressive  policy  on  this  side  of  the  water.  Even  the 
tone  of  the  London  Times  marks  the  completeness  of  this  revolution  of 
opinion.  ,  The  course  taken  in  England  is  evidently  the  guide  to  that 
adopted  by  Prance,  and  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe  will  follow  suit. 
The  President  may  fairly  congratulate  himself  upon  the  fact  that,  so  far 
as  their  action  is  concerned,  he  has  carried  the  country  through  without 
serious  embarrassment  from  complications  with  the  powers  in  this  hem- 
isphere. 

At  the  same  time  it  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the  prodigious  de- 
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velopment  of  physical  power  during  this  war  is  viewed  with  no  incon- 
siderable share  of  alarm.  To  quiet  this  will  call  for  the  exercise  of  pru- 
dence and  moderation  in  tone,  not  less  than  in  action,  for  some  time  to 
come — indeed,  until  the  period  when  our  domestic  affairs  shall  have 
resumed  the  even  tenor  of  their  peaceful  way,  and  the  nations  shall  be- 
come convinced  that  we  fight  only  when  we  are  obliged  by  others  to 
do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAl^OIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[For  debate  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  No.  11.] 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  April  3, 1865. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Viscount  Monck  informs  me  by  telegraph  that  the 
Canadian  courts  had  decided  that  the  St.  Albans  raiders  could  not  be 
surrendered,  and  they  were  consequently  discharged. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  governor  general  directed  their  imme- 
diate rearrest  on  a  charge  of  violating  the  Queen's  neutrality. 
Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  "Siery  faithfully, 

J.  HUME  BUEOTjEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  tfcc,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  April  7, 1865. 
•  Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me  on  the  14th  of  March,  relative  to  the  position  of  the  United  States 
consul  at  Halifax,  in  which  you  advert  to  the  alleged  support  given  to 
the  so-called  confederate  cruisers  by  the  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received 
from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  bearing  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLBY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  cfcc,  &c,,  &c. 


Lieutenant  Governor  Macdonnald  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Government  House,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 

March  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  yours  of  the  16th 
March,  covering  a  communication  from  Mr,  Seward,  of  the  14th  instant, 
addressed  to  you  on  the  position  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Halifax. 
Whatever  be  the  usage  of  the  United  States  government,  I  was  not 
aware  that  any  practice  existing  here,  or  in  any  other  colony,  precluded 
consuls  of  foreign  powers  from  communicating  through  the  provincial  sec- 
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retary  -witli  lier  Majesty's  representative.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  always 
been  supposed  that  a  principal  object  in  stationing  consuls  in  foreign 
possessions  was  to  facilitate  and  insure  speedy  and  correct  means  of 
communication,  in  the  absence  of  .any  higher  diplomatic  officer,  between 
the  local  authorities  and  consular  representatives  of  foreign  powers  in 
matters  wherein  the  latter  might  be  locally  interested. 

I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.  Seward  recognizes  the  just  neutrality 
which  I  have  hitherto  maintained,  but  regxet  his  observations  on  the 
conduct  of  the  people  of  this  province  and  the  citizens  of  Halifax.  I 
cannot  suppose  Mr.  Seward  seriously  to  suggest  that  this  government 
can  prevent  its  post  offices  being  used  for  the  transmission  of  letters 
from  Eichmond  or  any  other  place,  any  more  than  I  can  suppose  that 
he  expects  the  executive  here  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  neutral  cit- 
izens to  clear  from  the  port  of  Halifax  with  such  cargoes  as  they  may 
think  most  profitable.  Their  right  to  do  so  was  affirmed  by  the  greatest 
legal  authorities  in  the  United  States,  and  does  not  override  the  right 
of  United  States  cruisers  to  seize  them  if  attempting  to  break  a  legiti- 
mate blockade. 

If  on  reconsideration  by  the  great  powers  of  such  conflicting  rights 
any  alteration  in  existing  international  usages  be  agreed  to,  and  I  be 
instructed  accordingly,  Mr.  Seward  may  rely  on  my  giving  a  hearty  and 
complete  effect  thereto.  In  the  mean  time  I  can  assure  Mr.  Seward  that 
Halifax  is  not  a  rendezvous  for  "  piratical  cruisers"  engaged  in  destroy- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  United  States  on  the  high  seas,  and  no  officer 
of  the  Queen  has  any  sympathy  with  pirates,  or  could  retain  his  office  a 
day  if  he  countenanced  them.  Mr.  Seward  cannot  but  know  that  this 
government  must  deal  with  belligerent  cruisers  of  the  southern  States  as 
they  are  dealt  with  by  his  own  government — ^thatis,  as  being  completely 
protected  from  treatment  as  pirates  by  the  commissions  of  their  com- 
manders, in  the  same  way  as  southern  generals  and  officers  are,  for  the 
same  reason,  treated  by  Mr.  Seward's  government — ^not  as  banditti,  but 
as  regular  combatants. 

It  is  very  unfortunate,  therefore,  that  prejudices  arising  from  imper- 
fect information  should  encourage  the  adoption  of  measures  by  the 
United  States  government  unfavorable  to  the  trade  and  intercourse  of 
Nova  Scotia  with  a  kindred  race  whose  enterprise  and  commercial  spirit, 
no  less  than  their  geographical  position,  constitute  them  our  most  nat- 
ural friends  and  most  valuable  neighbors.  I  regret  it  the  more,  as  no 
action  of  this  government  can  possibly  change  the  unquestioned  neutral 
right  which  international  usage  has  established. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  Mr.  Seward  is  not  well  informed  as  to  the 
general  feeling  here;  and  it  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  fact  that,  except 
for  a  trade,  legitimate  according  to  the  practice  of  United  States  citizens 
and  the  decisions  of  their  courts,  this  port  is  resorted  to  by  any  sympa- 
thizers with  the  Confederate  States,  or  that  the  latter  procure  here  either 
arms  or  other  munitions  of  war. 

If  I  had  been  clothed  twice  over  with  all  the  extraordinary  powers 
recently  given  to  the  governor  general,  which  Mr.  Seward  so  highly 
.  approves,  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  case,  since  my  arrival  here  last 
June,  in  which  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  exert  them. 

My  only  reason  for  adverting  to  these  subjects  is,  that  Mr.  Seward 
apparently  assumes  in  his  communication  to  you  that  this  goverilmeut 
is  aware  of  much  hostility  to  the  United  States  existing  here,  and  of 
direct, aid  frequently  given  to  enemies  of  the  United  States  by  Nova 
Scotians.  I  am,  therefore,  unwilling  to  appear  by  my  silence  to  admit 
the  correctness  of  such  views.  On  the  contrary,  I  feel  assured  that  Mr., 
9  A  c — ^VOL.  n 


130  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

Seward  will  rejoice  at  finding  reasonable  grounds  for  modifying  opinions 
prejudicial  to  the  common  interests  both  of  the  United  States  and  this 
province. 

I  have,  &G., 

E.  G.  MACDONNELL. 
J.  Hume  Buknlet,  Esq.,  dec,  &c.,  &o. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Wovemler  3, 1865. 

SiE :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  has  been  called 
recently  to  the  construction  of  several  vessels  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  a  powerful  armament,  which  are  reported  to  be  destined  for  service 
on  the  North  American  Lakes. 

In  view  of  the  convention  which  exists  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  determining  the  armed  force  to  be  employed  by  the  par- 
ties to  it  on  the  lakes,  I  am  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  under  your 
notice,  and  to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  furnish  me  with  the 
explanations  which  it  seems  to  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FEEDEEICK  W.  A.  BEUGE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Depaetment  op  State 


WasJiinffton,  Noveiiiber  4, 1865. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  j^es- 
terday,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  gov 
ernment  has  been  called  recently  to  the  construction  of  several  vessels 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  a  powerful  armament,  which  are  reported 
to  be  destined  for  service  on  the  North  American  lakes,  and  that,  in^iew 
of  the  convention  which  exists  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  determining  the  armed  force  to  be  employed  by  the  parties  to  it 
on  the  lakes,  you  are  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  under  my  notice, 
and  to  request  explanations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  any  vessels  of  the  char- 
acter referred  to  which  may  be  in  course  of  construction  by  the  United 
States  are  intended  exclusively  for  revenue  purposes,  and  that  their 
armament,  if  any,  will  not  be  allowed  to  exceed  the  limit  stipulated  in 
the  conventional  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Hon.  SiE  Peedeeick  W.  A.  Beuce,  <£c.,  &c.,  &g. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  July  13, 1866. 
SiE :  I  have  duly  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  disturb- 
ances that  lately  took  place  on  the  frontiers  of  New  Brunswick  and  Can- 
ada, and  the  measures  taken  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
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prevent  these  expeditions  of  armed  men,  in  breacli  of  tlie  neutrality 
laws,  from  being  carried  into  effect. 

I  am  directed  by  her  Majesty's  government,  in  reply,  to  state  that  for 
some  months  past  they  have  observed  "with  regret,  though  mthout 
alarm,  the  organization  of  the  Fenians  in  the  United  States ;  but  they 
have  invariably  abstained  from  making  any  offtcial  representation  to  the 
cabinet  at  Washington,  because  they  felt  that  they  had  no  right,  as 
indeed  they  had  no  desire,  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  the  United  States.  They  had,  moreover,  a  perfect  conviction 
that  if  ever  the  time  came  for  the  fulfillment  by  the  United  States  of  the 
obligations  which  international  law  imposes  upon  friendly  and  allied 
governments,  that  government  would  talie  all  the  measures  which  those 
obligations  and  regard  for  its  own  honor  might  call  upon  it  to  perform. 

Her  Majesty's  government  rejoice  to  find  that  this  confidence  has.been 
fully  justified  by  the  result,  and  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  acted,  when  the  moment  for  acting  came,  with  a  vigor,  a  prompt- 
ness, and  a  sincerity  which  call  forth  the  Warmest  acknowledgments. 

I  am,  in  consequence,  instructed  to  express  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  the  thanks  of  her  Majesty  and  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment for  the  friendly  and  energetic  assistance  which  they  have  afforded 
in  defeating  the  attempts  to  disturb  the  peace  of  her  Majesty's  posses- 
sions in  North  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FEBDBEIOK  W.  A.  BEUCB. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  d&c,  cfcc. 


CASE  OF  THE  VESUVIUS. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'So.  462.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  January  30,  1863. 

SiE :  I  transmit  a  communication  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  ISTavy 
to  this  department,  which  shows  that  the  insurgents  in  this  country 
have  instructed  James  Spence,  a  confederate  of  their  own,  who  is  a 
British  subject  residing  at  Liverpool,  to  effect,  if  he  can,  an  arrangement 
by  which  gold  which  they  have  collected  and  are  preparing  to  use  in 
Great  Britain  to  buy  and  fit  out  their  ships  of  war  to  be  used  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  conveyed  from  ports 
which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents,  but  are  blockaded  by  the 
United  States  naval  forces,  to  their  agents  and  confederates  in  Europe, 
in  the  British  vessels  which  are  permitted  to  enter  those  ports  in  virtue 
of  the  treaties  existing  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

So  much  care  has  hitherto  been  practiced  by  the  British  authorities 
in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  such  vessels,  that  the  discovery  of  the 
design  of  the  insurgents,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  would  have  excited 
no  apprehension  on  the  part  of  this  government,  had  there  not  appeared 
some  ground  to  believe  that  one  British  ship  of  war,  as  well  as  one  Span- 
ish vessel  of  the  same  kind,  has  already  been  engaged  in  carrying  gold 
of  the  insurgents  from  such  ports  to  such  insurgents.  This  ground,  so 
far  as^the  British  man-of-war  is  concerned,  is  found  in  a  statement  of  a 
newspaper  published  at  the  Bahamas,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to 
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tlie  commuBication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  is  sincerely  be- 
lieved by  this  government  that  the  statement  of  the  Bahama  paper  is 
erroneous  and  untrue.  The  gravity  of  the  matter,  however,  requires 
that  you  shall  bring  the  subject  as  early  as  possible  to  the  attention  of 
Earl  Eussell,  and  ask  for  such  investigation  and  such  instructions  to  the 
naval  oflicers  of  Great  Briitaia  as  the  occasion  seems  to  require.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  government,  the 
plan  of  the  insurgents  could  not^be  carried  out  except  by  practices 
which  would  be  a  fraud  against  the  treaties  which  secure  admission  of 
British  vessels  into  ports  of  the  United  States,  such  as  the  British  gov- 
ernment would  be  the  last  to  lend  its  sanction  to,  or  even  its  toleration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d;e.,  &c.,  &c. 

[Inclosures  will  be  found  with  dispatch,  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sew- 
ard, No.  328,  February  19, 18^3,  ^os«.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'So.  328.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  19, 1863. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  (So. 
462)  of  the  30th  January,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on 
the  alleged  proceeding  of  the  Vesuvius  steamer,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with transmitted.  Ton  will  perceive  that  I  allude  in  it  to  a  remark  of 
Lord  Eussell's,  in  his  last  conversation  with  me,  which  indicated  an 
earnest  desire  to  avoid  any  complications  like  that  which  is  said  to  have 
happened.  Yet,  in  view  of  the  known  pr.oclivities  of  most  of  the  naval 
officers  in  the  British  service,  both  here  and  at  sea,  I  am  not  surprised 
by  any  action  which  may  be  imputed  to  them.  It  was,  probably,  with 
a  view  of  guarding  against  this  that  Lord  Lyons  acted  in  the  way  indi- 
cated, and  evidently  approved  by  his  lordship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

,CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Williajh  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  19,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  considera- 
tion the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  touching  .an  averment,  in  a 
Bahama  newspaper,  of  the  action  of  the  commander  of  her  Majesty's 
steamer  Vesuvius  in  transporting  a  large  sum  of  money,  belonging' to 
the  insurgents,  in  his  vessel.  I  am  instructed  to  express  the  belief  that 
tlie  statement  is  erroneous  and  untrue.  But,  inasmuch  as  information 
has  reached  me  from  London  that  precisely  the  amount  of  money  named 
did  arrive  at  that  port  on  or  about  the  time  specified,  and  as  the  possibility 
of  such  a  proceeding  involves  questions  of  the  gravest  importance  in  inter- 
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national  comity,  I  have  been  directed  to  call  the  attention  of  your  lord- 
ship to  the  expediency  of  making  such  investigations  and  giving  such 
instructions  to  her  Majesty's  naval  officers  as  the  occasion  would  seem 
to  require.  At  the  same  time  that  I  make  this  communication  at. the 
"wish  of  my  government,  it  is  no  more  thatf  justly  due  to  your  lordship 
that  I  should  not  fail  to  remember  the  fact  that,  in  the  last  conversation 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you,  I  understood  you  to  say  that 
orders  had  already  been  given  through  the  medium  of  Lord  Lyons,  at 
Washington,  intended  to  anticipate  the  possibility  of  any  practices  of 
the  kind  whatever  in  her  Majesty's  ships. 
Eenewing,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  EAitL  Eussell,  cfic,  tfcc,  &e. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Depaktment,  January  29, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  recently  to  place  in  your  hands  a  duplicate  let- 
ter (intercepted  by  our  blockading  vessels)  from  0.  G.  Memminger,  who 
is  acting  as  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  insurgent  organization  that 
is  making  war  upon  the  government,  addressed  to  James  Spence,  esq., 
of  Liverpool,  who  is  acting  as  the  financial  agent  of  the  rebels  in  Eng- 
land. This  letter  indicates  a  scheme  by  which  the  rebels  propose  that 
the  British  government  should  avail  itself  of  a  courtesy  extended  to 
English  naval  vessels  to  enter  the  blockaded  ports,  and  permit  the  pub- 
lic ships  of  that  country  to  be  used  as  a  means  of  assisting  the  insur- 
gents and  evading  the  blockade,  by  carrying  specie  in  possession  of  the 
insurgent  authorities  and  claimed  to  be  owned  by  them  abroad.  With- 
out some  fraud  of  this  kind  the  specie  cannot  be  exported. 

I  have  not  supposed  that  the  English  government  or  English  naval 
vessels  would  consent  to  be  parties  to  this  arrangement.  It  is  my  duty, 
however,  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  paragraph  which  I  find  in  the 
papers,  stating  that  a  British  man-of-war  has  recently  taken  a  million 
and  half  of  dollars  in  specie  from  Mobile  to  Europe. 

The  circumstances  are  such,  taken  in  connection  with  the  letter  of  the 
insurgent  secretary,  that  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  the  attention  of  the 
British  government  should  be  called  to  the  subject,  and  I  herewith  sub- 
mit a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  so-called  secretary  to  the  rebel  agent 
Spence,  and  also  the  paragraph  which  indicates  that  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement is  being  carried  into  effect  by  the  naval  vessels  of  Great 
Britain. 

I  am,  respectfolly,  &c., 

'  GIDEON"  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secreta/ry  of  State. 


Mr.  Memminger  to  Mr.  Spence. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
Treasury  Department,  Richmond,  October  21,  1862. 
Sir  :  As  you  have  been  appointed  financial  agent  for  the  Confederate 
States,  and  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  are  its  depositaries  under 
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our  law,  I  desire  tliat  you  would  confer  togetlier  on  the  matter  submit- 
ted by  this  letter, 

I  have  on  hand  gold  and  silver  coin  (chiefly  the  former)  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  which  I  desire  to  apply  in  payment  of  articles  purchased 
in  England  by  our  agents  far  the  use  of  the  confederate  government. 
We  find  it  impossible  to  purchase  a  sufficient  amount  of  exchange  for 
these  purposes,  and  the  small  amount  to  be  had  is  at  such  high  rates 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  furnish  a  substitute. 

I  propose,  therefore,  to  make  payment  for  purchase  by  a  transfer  to 
the  creditor  of  so  ranch  of  this  coin  as  may  be  requisite.  I  presume 
that  when  the  coin  thus  becomes  bona  fide  the  property  of  a  British 
subject,  that  the  British  government  would,  at  his  instance,  permit  any 
of  its  vessels  to  bring  over  the  same  for  him.  If  this  expectation  be 
realized,  the  coin  here  would  be  as  valuable  as  exchange,  and  in  Eng- 
land would  probably  realize  its  mint  -value,  less  freight  and  insurance. 

To  enable  you  to  carry  out  any  arrangement  you  may  deem  advisable, 
Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  are  authorized  to  make  an  absolute 
transfer  of  the  coin,  or  to  draw  bills  for  the  same  on  E.  0.  Elmore,  esq., 
treasurer,  payable  here,  and  a  copy  of  this  letter  is  sent  to  each  of  you, 
that  you  may  act  in  concert,  and  give  us  the  beneiit  of  your  united 
counsel. 

I  am  remitting,  by  opportunities  as  they  occur,  the  bonds  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  the  proceeds  of  which,  when  sold,  are  intended  to  be 
applied  to  the  contracts  of  which  you  have  been  advised. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  G.  MEMMINGEE, 

Secretary  of  Treasury. 

James  SPENOE,'Esq., 

Liverpool,  Great  Britian. 


[From  the  Daily  Morning  Chromole,  WasMngton,  January  39, 1863.] 

The  Bahama  Herald  of  17th  states  the  British  man-of-war  Vesuvius 
recently  took  $1,500,000  in  specie  from  Mobile,  for  Europe. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  338.]  LEaATiON  op  the  TJnited  States, 

London,  February  27,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Lord  Rus- 
sell, in  answer  to  mine  of  the  19th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  was  for- 
warded last  week  with  my  dispatch  QSo.  328)  of  the  same  date.  I  be- 
lieve this  is  the  first  instance  of  a  censure  by  the  government  here  of 
any  act  done  by  its  subordinates  during  the  present  struggle.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  the  Gladiator  is  announced  as  just  arrived  at  Liv- 
erpool with  half  a  million  of  the  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRA]5fCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLiAJi  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


FoEBiaN  Office,  February  25,  1863. 

SiTi :  You  are  quite  right  in  having  understood  me  to  say  that  orders 
had  been  given  through  Lord  Lyons  intended  to  anticipate  the  possi- 
bility of  any  shipments  of  specie,  such  as  you  spoke  of  in  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant. 

Ifotwithstanding  Lord  Lyons's  precautions,  however,  I  received  on 
the  14th  instant  an  account  of  the  shipment  of  money  in  her  Majesty's 
ship  Vesuvius,  by  Mr.  Acting  Consul  Magee.  The  money  was  said  to  be 
sent  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  payment  of  interest,  due  in  London, 
on  bonds  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

I,  however,  thought  it  necessary  at  once,  and  on  the  same  day,  to 
dismiss  Mr.  Magee  from  her  Majesty's  service. 

Orders  have  been  given  also  to  the  admiralty  to  forbid  any  similar 
shipment  from  confederate  ports. 

I  have  tl^e  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&e.,  &c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  1,- 1863. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  has  learned  with  great  surprise  and 
regret  that  a  large  sum  of  money  was  .put  on  board  one  of  her  Majesty's 
ships  off  MobUe  by  Mr.  Magee,  the  acting  British  consul,  and,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  requisition  made  by  him,  conveyed  in  that  ship  to  Ha- 
vana, and  put  on  shore  there. 

It  apijears  that  the  money  in  question  was  placed  in  Mr.  Magee's 
hands  by  agents  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  was  destined  to  pay  in- 
terest due  to  British  subjects,  and  payable  in  London,  on  bonds  of  that 
State.  But  this  circumstance  has  not  affected  the  view  taken  by  her 
Majesty's  government  of  the  transaction.  They  consider  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Magee  to  have  been  entirely  at  variance  with  the  duties  of  an  agent 
of  a  neutral  power,  and  they  have  directed  me  to  inform  you  that,  on 
becoming  acquainted  with  his  proceedings,  they  have,  without  any 
delay,  sent  orders  to  me  to  dismiss  him  from  their  service. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  instructed  me  to  say,  further,  that 
they  greatly  regret  that  any  person  in  their  employment  shotdd  have 
been  guilty  of  such  conduct  as  that  which  has  led  to  the  immediate  dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Magee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYOIirS. 

Hon.  WiLLiAJM  H.  Seward,  (f  c,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpaetiment  op  State, 

Washington,  March  2, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lord- 
ship's note  of  the  1st  instant,  which  informs  me  her  Majesty's  govern- 
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ment  had  learned  with  surprise  and  regret  that  the  acting  British  con- 
sul at  Mobile  had  put  a  large  sum  of  money  on  board  of  a  British  ship 
of  war  at  that  port,  on  account  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  that,  in 
compliance  with  his  requisition,  the  money  had  been  conveyed  to 
Havana. 

Tour  note  informs  me  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  disap- 
proved this  proceeding  of  the  said  consul,  and  had,  ia  consequence 
thereof,  peremptorily  dismissed  him  from  the  public  service. 

I  am  instructed  to  express  to  you  the  President's  satisfaction  with  this 
prompt  and  just  vindication  by  the  British  government  of  its  authority 
and  honor,  and  of  its  determination  to  compel  respect  by  its  agents  foi? 
the  laws  and  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Trusting  that  you  will  communicate  these  sentiments  to  her  Majesty's 
government,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship 
the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  cfec,  cfcc,  &c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  3, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  you  note  of  yes- 
terday's date,  respecting  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Magee  from  the  office  of 
acting  consul  at  Mobile,  and  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
request,  I  immediately  forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  tfec,  <S;c.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  343.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  Deeming  it  no  more  than  proper  to  acknowledge  Lord  Eussell's 
note  to  me  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  with  my  dis- 
patch No.  338,  of  last  week,  I  now  submit  a  copy  of  my  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELBS  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  2,  1863. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  28th  ultimo.    Deeply  regretting  the  misconduct 
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of  her  Majesty's  consrd  at  Mobile,  so  much  calculated  to  shake  the 
security  of  my  government  in  the  good  faith  of  persons  to  whom  it  is 
always  desirous  to  extend  every  courtesy,  I  shall  derive  great  satis- 
faction in  reporting  the  prompt  action  taken  by  your  lordship  in  dis- 
missing the  principal  party  to  the  offense. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHAELES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Babl  Etjssell,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


ME.  MALLOEY'S  EEPOET. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

IsTo.  789.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  send  herewith  a  copy,  which  has  accidentally  attracted  my 
notice,  of  what  purports  to  be  an  extract  from  an  annual  report  of  S.  E. 
Mallory,  who  is  pretending  to  act  as  secretary  of  the  na%^  for  the  in- 
surgents at  Eichmond.  So  soon  as  I  can  lay  my  hand  upon  a  full  copy 
of  that  paper  I  shall  transmit  it.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  proper  to  say 
that  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  extract  now  sent  is  authentic. 

It  boldly  avows  the  authority  and  activity  of  the  insurgents  at  Eich- 
mond in  the  building  of  the  rams  in  Great  Britain  and  France  on  their 
account,  and  for  their  use  in  making  war  from.  British  and  French  ports 
against  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  It  avows  with  equal  boldness  and  directness  the  sending  of 
twenty-seven  so-called  commissioned  of&cers,  and  forty  reliable  petty 
ofScers  from  Eichmond  to  the  British  ]Srorth  American  provinces,  to 
organize  an  expedition  from  thence  to  co-operate  with  so-called  army 
ofl&cers,  in  making  war  against  the  United  States  on  our  northern  bor- 
der lakes.  And  it  confesses  that  this  expedition  has  only  been  defeated 
through  the  watchfulness  of  the  British  provincial  authorities. 

Thirdly.  In  connection  with  these  two  avowals,  the  same  conspirator 
says  that  he  has  sent  another  courier  with  instructions,  which  will  shortly 
be  made  apparent  to  the  enemies  of  the  insurgents  nearer  home,  which 
may  possibly  mean  instructions  under  which  the  actors  in  the  piracy 
and  murder  lately  committed  on  board  the  Chesapeake  proceeded  in 
that  criminal  enterprise  from  and  returned  to  the  British  provinces  of 
ISew  Brunswick  and  Ifova  Scotia. 

You  will  lose  no  time  in  laying  this  information  before  Earl  EusseU, 
and  you  wiU  submit  to  him,  as  the  opinion  of  this  government,  that  the 
proof  thus  furnished  is  sufficient  to  remove  all  doubt  that  might  yet  be 
lingering  over  the  objects,  character,  and  designs  of  the  builders  of  the 
steam-rams  which  her  Majesty's  government  has  recently  detained  in 
the  British  ports  upon  your  representation. 

Secondly.  In  the  opinion  "of  this  government,  a  toleration  in  Great 
Britain,  or  in  those  provinces,  of  the  practices  avowed  by  the  insur- 
gents, after  the  knowledge  of  them  now  communicated  to  his  lordship, 
would  not  be  neutrality,  but  would  be  a  permission  to  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States  to  make  war  against  them  from  the  British  shores. 

Thirdly.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  government  that  to  tolerate  in  the 
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Britisli  realm  or  provinces,  without  some  restraint,  these  avowed  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States,  while  carrying  on  the  hostile  practices  now 
avowed,  after  the  knowledge  herein  communicated,  would  not  be  an 
exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of  sheltering  political  exiles,  but 
would  be  permitting  them  to  use  the  British  soil  and  British  waters,  and 
British  vessels  and  armaments,  to  wage  war  against  a  country  with 
whom  Great  Britain  is  at  peace. 

Fourthly.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  government  it  is  the  design  of 
the  confederates  in  these  proceedings  to  involve  Great  Britain  in  a  war 
with  the  United  States,  and,  at  least,  that  they  have  -a  direct  tendency 
to  produce  that  evil,  which  is  mutually  to  be  deprecated  by  both  nations. 

Fifthly.  This  government  has  borne  itself  towards  that  of  Great 
Britain  under  these  annoyances  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  manner  that 
have  seemed  best  calculated  to  defeat  the  mcked  design  of  the  insur- 
gents, without  giving  cause  of  offense  or  irritation  to  the  British  people. 

Sixthly.  That  these  new  difficulties  occur  most  unseasonably,  at  a 
time  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  are  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  legally  terminating  the  so-called  reciprocity  convention,  which 
regulates  the '  commercial  intercourse  between  this  country  and  the 
British  North  American  provinces — a  question  of  deep  interest  to  the 
whole  British  empire. 

The  President  wishes  that  he  was  able  to  suggest  to  her  Majesty's 
government  any  adequate  remedy  for  the  deplorable  state  of  things  to 
which  I  have  referred,  not  inconsistent  with  the  policy  that  Great 
Britain  has  adopted  in  regard  to  this  insurrection.  But,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  government,  that  state  of  things  has  resulted,  although  uninten- 
tionally and  unexpectedly  on  thepart  of  her  Majesty's  government,  from 
that  very  policy  itself.  The  recognition  of  the  insurgents,  without  navy, 
ports,  courts,  or  coasts,  as  a  belligerent  naval  power  was  deemed  by 
them,  and  by  ill-disposed  British  subjects  conspiring  with  the  insur- 
gents, as  an  invitation  to  them  to  use  British  ports,  navy,  courts,  and 
coasts,  to  make  themselves  the  naval  power  they  are  acknowledged  to 
be,  and  yet  are  not. 

Indications  of  popular  favor  towards  this  design  of  the  insurgents 
are  not  wanting  in  British  communities.  If  we  correctly  understand 
occurrences  of  the  hour,  there  are  not  only  in  the  British  provinces,  but 
also  in  the  British  realm,  and  in  its  very  Parliament,  many  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  advancing  that  design,  or  who  at  least  are  pursuing 
practices  which  they  must  well  know  necessarily  tend  to  exhaust  the 
patience  of  the  United  States,  and  to  provoke  our  citizens,  in  self-de- 
fense, either  to  seek  their  avowed  enemies  within  British  jurisdiction,  or 
to  adopt  some  other  form  of  retaliation.  It  must  be  manifest  that  this 
government  can  do  nothing  more  to  prevent  that  design  than  it  has 
already  done.  If  it  is  to  be  prevented,  it  would  seem  that  something  fur- 
ther than  what  has  yet  been  done  must  now  be  done  by  her  Majesty's 
government. 

After  making  these  frank  explanations  to  Earl  Eussell  in  the  spirit  of 
perfect  friendliness,  and  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  you  will  for  the 
present  leave  the  whole  subject  for  his  just  consideration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 

Charles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  dc,  &c. 

[For  inclosure  see  dispatch  No.  798  of  4th  January,  1864,-  from  Mr. 
Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  which  transmits  the  report  in  full,  ;post.] 
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[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  5, 1864,  p.  26.] 

No.  25. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  December  24, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordsMp  an  extract 
from  tlie  Washington  newspaper  Star  of  tlie  19th  instant,  containing 
what  purports  to  be  parts  of  a  report  of  the  secretaries  of  the  so-called 
confederate  treasury  and  navy. 

Toiu'  lordship  wiu  observe  that  the  secretary  of  the  navy  states,  that 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  he  sent  twenty-seven  commis- 
sioned officers  and  forty  trustworthy  petty  ofiicers  to  the  British  prov- 
inces, with  orders  to  organize  an  expedition  and  co-operate  with  army 
ofiicers  in  an  attempt  to^ release  the  prisoners  on  Johnson's  Island. 

The  secretary  also  states  that  by  the  last  courier  he  had  sent  instruc- 
tions that  would  shortly  be  made  apparent  to  the  enemies  of  the  con- 
federates nearer  home.  This  passage  is  supposed  to  refer  to  the  plan 
for  the  seizure  of  United  States  vessels  by  confederates  embarking  as 
passengers,  which  was  executed  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 

The  secretary  gives,  moreover,  particulars  respecting  contracts  for 
building  iron-clad  vessels  for  the  confederate  service,  in  England  and 
France,  and  respecting  the  use  to  which  those  vessels  were  to  be  put. 

I  have  sent  the  newspaper  extract  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 
I  have,  &c. 

LYONS. 

[For  report  in  full  see  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  No.  798  to  Mr.  Adams.] 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  5,  1864,  p.  28.] 
No.  26. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Bussell. 

WashuJ&ton,  Becemler  31,  1863. 

Mt  Lokd:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  extract  from  the  New 
York  Times  newspaper  of  yesterday,  containing  a  complete  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy. 

The  passages  concerning  the  invasion  of  Canada,  the  construction  of 
iron-clads  in  England  and  Prance,  and  the  passage  supposed  to  refer  to 
the  projects  for  seizing  the  Chesapeake  and  other  vessels,  were  among 
those  parts  of  the  report  which  were  transmitted  to  youi-  lordship  with 
my  dispatch  of  the  24:th  instant. 

I  have,  &c., 

'        '  .  LYONS. 

[The  report  transmitted  is  published  with  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  No. 
798,  January  4, 1864,  to  Mr.  Adams,  :post.] 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


1^0. 798.]  Department  of  State, 

January  4,  1864. 
Sir:  With  the  instructions  to  you  (iN'o.  789)  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr.  MaUory,  pretending  to  act  as  secretary 
of  the  navy  for  the  insurgents,  were  transmitted,  showing  the  proceed- 
ings in  England  and  France  for  the  piu-pose  of  constructing  war  vessels 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  insurgents.  Herewith  you  will  receive  copy 
of  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  this  city,  of  the  2d  instant,  which  con- 
tains that  report  in  full.  You  may  make  such  use  of  the  document  as 
you  may  deem  advisable,  towards  undeceiving  the  British  government 
as  to  the  schemes  and  acts  of  the  insurgents,  with  a  view  to  creating 
and  equipping  a  naval  force  within  British  jurisdiction,  intended  to 
wage  war  on  the  shipping  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  &c.,  &c. 


Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  rebel  navy. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  third  annual  report  of 
the  condition  of  this  department.  The  operations  of  this  branch  of  the 
confederate  service  have  been  chiefly  confined  to  preparations  for  rid- 
ding our  waters  of  the  enemy's  vessels  now  blockading  our  seaports. 
We  have  also  been  engaged  in  buUding,  arming,  and  equipping  iron- 
clads and  other  steamers  for  service  in  our  rivers  and  inland  sounds. 
On  the  Mississippi  many  of  those  vessels  have  done  valuable  ser^^ce  to 
our  cause,  while  others,  not  yet  completed,  were  either  captured  by  the 
enemy  or  burned  by  our  oflElcers  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States  forces.  On  the  1st  of  January  some  of  our 
naval  officers  manned  a  steamer  and  two  schooners,  in  which  they  sailed 
forth  from  the  harbor  of  Galveston,  and  captured  the  United  States 
gunboat  Harriet  Lane,  safely  withdrawing  her  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
other  United  States  vessels  then  blockading  that  port. 

The  Harriet  Lane  has  since  been  put  into  complete  order,  and  has  on 
board  a  sufficient  number  of  of&cers  and  men  ready  for  an  opportunity  to 
distinguish  themselves.  Owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  I  have 
not  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  orders  for  this  vessel  to  attempt  any 
offensive  operations.  In  accordance  with  my  instructions,  the  confed- 
erate steamer  Florida  successfully  ran  the  blockade  from  Mobile  on  the 
13th  of  January,  since  which  time  she  has  been  engaged  in  operations 
against  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  capturing  and  destroying  vessels 
and  property  amounting  already  to  several  millions  of  dollars.  On  the 
17th  of  the  same  month  the  Alabama  destroyed  the  United  States  gun- 
boat Hatteras,  in  the  G-ulf  of  Mexico,  for  which  daring  exploit  her  com- 
mander deserves  the  thanks  of  congress,  On  the  31st  of  the  same 
month  three  of  our  iron-clad  steamers,  officered  and  manned  by  some 
of  the  bravest  men  of  our  navy,  succeeded  in  inflicting  serious  injury 
upon  the  blockading  fleet  of  Charleston  harbor.  Two  of  the  enemy's 
vessels  were  disabled,  and  although  one  of  them  surrendered,  we  were 
unable  to  secure  the  fruits  of  this  victory,  owing  to  the  injury  sustained 
by  our  own  vessels  by  the  collision  that  occurred.  . 
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Had  the  commander  of  tliis  expedition  been  careful  to  strike  the 
enemy  amidships,  his  vessel  would  have  remained  uninjured,  and  our 
victory  would  have  been  complete.  I  had  ordered  a  crew  to  be  detached 
for  service  on  the  steamer  Nashville,  designing  to  use  her  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harassing  the  enemy  while  erecting  batteries  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Ogechee  Eiver ;  but  unfortunately  she  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
before  my  plans  were  carried  out.  On  the  16th  of  April  the  ram  Queen 
of  the  West,  which  we  had  captured  from  the  enemy,  was  recaptured, 
and  her  ofiicers  and  crew,  numbering  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons, 
made  prisoners.  This  occurrence  was  the  result  of  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  the  commander,  who  has  since  been  cashiered  and  dismissed 
from  the  service;  During  the  months  of  May  and  June  our  gunboats 
on  the  western  waters  actively  co-operated  with  our  land  forces,  and, 
although  operating  under  many  disadvantages,  many  gallant  exploits 
were  performed  by  their  offtcers  and  crews. 

Owing  to  the  evacuation  of  Yicksburg  and  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  orders  to  withdraw  all  our  ves- 
sels in  that  region  to  safe  and  secure  harbors,  and  cease  the  construc- 
tion of  those  contracted  for,  the  machinery  for  which  was  being  trans- 
ported to  the  several  depots.  Some  of  this  machinery  is  now  stored  at 
various  points,  and  as  it  seems  unlikely  to  be  required  for  service  at  the 
West,  and  is  unsuitable  for  us  elsewhere,  I  suggest  that  it  be  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  be  applied  to  other  purposes.  On  the  seas  some  of  our 
small  privateers  have  inflicted  considerable  injury  upon  the  enemy's 
commerce.  The  Tacony  entered  the  harbor  of  Portland  and  captured 
the  United  States  revenue  cutter  Caleb  Gushing.  Owing  to  ignorance 
of  the  harbor,  our  officers  were  unable  to  take  the-  Gushing  out  to  sea, 
and  she  was  again  recaptured  on  the  27th  of  June  by  vessels  sent  in 
pursuit.  Her  crew  were  made  prisoners.  During  the  months  of  July 
and  August  I  sent  twenty-seven  commissioned  officers  and  forty  trusti 
worthy  petty  officers  to  the  British  provinces,  with  orders  to  organize 
an  expedition  and  to  co-operate  with  army  officers  in  an  attempt  to 
release  the  confederate  prisoners  confined  on  Johnson's  island,  in  Lake 
Erie. 

Erom  time  to  time  I  learned  that  the  arrangements  made  were  such  as 
to  insure  the  most  complete  success.  A  large  amount  of  money  had  been 
expended,  and  just  as  our  gallant  naval  officers  were  about  to  set  sail  on 
this  expedition,  the  English  authorities  gave  information  to  the  enemy, 
and  thus  prevented  the  execution  of  one  of  the  best-planned  enterprises 
of  the  present  war.  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  president,  early 
in  the  present  year  I  dispatched  several  agents  to  England  and  France, 
with  orders  to  contract  for  eight  iron-clad  vessels,  suitable  for  ocean  ser- 
vice, and  calculated  to  resist  the  ordinary  armament  of  the  wooden  ves- 
sels of  the  enemy.  These  ships  were  to  be  provided  with  rams,  and 
designed  expressly  to  break  the  blockade  of  such  of  the  ports  as  were 
not  blockaded  by  the  iron-clad  monitors  of  the  enemy.,  Five  of  these 
vessels  were  contracted  for  in  England,  and  three  in  France.  Due  pre- 
cautions were  taken  against  contravening  laws  of  England  in  the  con- 
struction and  equipment  of  these  vessels.  Three  have  been  completed, 
but  owing  to  the  unfriendly  construction  of  her  neutrahty  laws,  the  gov- 
ernment of  England  stationed  several  war  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mersey,  and  prevented  their  departure  from  England.  Subsequently 
they  were  seized  by  the  British  government. 

Another  and  larger  vessel  has  since  been  completed;  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  she  wiU  be  allowed  to  leave  the  shores  of  England,  although  it  is 
believed  the  precautions  taken  will  exempt  her  from  the  fate  of  her 
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consorts.  The  vessels  being  constructed  in  France  have  been  subjected 
to  so  many  official  visitations  that  I  have  forwarded  instructions  to  cease 
operations  upon  them  until  the  result  of  negotiations  now  pending  sha;Il 
permit  our  agent  to  resume  work  upon  them.  In  this  connection  it  is 
proper  for  me  to  state  that  the  great  revulsion  in  popular  sentiment,  both 
in  England  and  France,  toward  the  confederate  government,  has  rendered 
our  efforts  to  obtain  supplies  from  those  countries  almost  abortive.  In 
view  of  all  possible  contingencies,  I  have  instructed  the  agents  of  this 
department  to  wait  a  more  favorable  opportunity  for  carrying  out  the 
instructions  previously  forwarded.  By  the  last  I  sent  instructions  that 
will  shortly  be  made  apparent  to  our  enemies  near  home.  I  do  not  deem 
it  advisable  to  communicate  any  portion  of  these  plans  to  your  honora- 
ble body  at  the  present  time,  for  reasons  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the 
president.  Although  the  operations  of  our  navy  have  not  been  exten- 
sive, I  cannot  overlook  the  services  of  Captain  Semmes  in  the  Alabama. 
During'  the  year  he  has  captured  upwards  of  ninety  vessels,  seventy 
of  which  were  destroyed,  the  others  being  either  bonded  or  released. 
One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  this  ofllcer  reports  haA^ing  experienced 
is  the  difficulty  he  now  has  to  procure  fall  supplies  of  coal.  The  provin- 
cial English  authorities  have  hitherto  afforded  him  every  facility,  but 
recently  they  have  interpreted  their  neutrality  laws  so  stringently  that 
our  war  vessels  and  privateers  are  much  embarrassed  in  obtaining  suit- 
able supplies.  I  have  instructed  Captain  Semmes  to  purchase  coal  from 
neutral  shipmasters  wherever  he  found  it,  and  give  them  every  neces- 
sary document  to  protect  them  against  the  effect  such  sale  may  have 
upon  their  vessels  when  they  return  to  their  several  countries.  By  this 
means  I  anticipate  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal  will  be  obtained  to  enable 
him  to  continue  his  operations  during  the  coming  year.  The  other  ope- 
rations of  this  department  have  been  chiefly  confined  to  making  such 
preparations  for  naval  operations  as  circumstances  might  permit.  From 
time  to  time  I  have  caused  surveys  to  be  made  upon  steamers  running 
the  blockade,  with  a  view  of  purchasing  such  as  could  be  made  avail- 
able as  war  vessels.  Several  have  been  bought  and  are  now  being  trans- 
formed into  ships  of  war. 

For  the  armanent  of  these  vessels  it  wiU  be  necessary  that  congress 
should  make  an  additional  appropriation.  Appropriations  will  also  be 
reqixired  to  conduct  our  naval  operations  during  the  coming  year.  The 
estimated  expenditures  of  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
July  1,  1864,  will  amount  to  $27,249,890,  in  addition  to  $14,024,016 
remaining  to  the  credit  of  this  departinent  in  the  treasury.  Since  my 
last  annual  report  the  expenditures  for  the  navy  have  been  $24,413,645. 
The  business  transacted  during  the  year  in  this  department  has  kept 
my  very  large  clerical  force  so  constantly  engaged  that  from  time  to 
time  I  have  ordered  a  number  of  naval  oflQcers  to  assist  them  in  duties 
not  properly  devolving  upon  them.  This  course  occasions  so  much  dis- 
satisfaction that  I  trust  congress  will  make  such  addition  to  my  official 
staff  as  shall  enable  me  to  permit  all  our  naval  officers  to  resume  their 
respective  positions.  The  great  disproportion  of  officers  in  our  service 
to  the  seamen  enrolled  is  a  matter  requiring  the  legislation  of  congress. 
The  number  of  commanders  now  in  active  service,  either  at  sea  or  on 
\shore,  remains  the  same  as  previously  reported. 
\  Many  of  those  occupying  a  lower  grade  in  the  service  have  volun- 
teered in  the  army,  owing  to  their  desire  to  be  actively  employed  against 
the  enemy.  I  have  not  accepted  the  resignations  of  these  gentlemen, 
but  furnished  them  with  temporary  absences  until  I  can  recall  them  for 
the  performance  of  other  duties.   I  have  considered  it  important  to  keep 
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tlie  roll  as  complete  as  possible ;  therefore,  whenever  I  have  been  notified 
of  the  death  of  any  naval  offlcer,  serving  in  the  army,  I  have  appointed 
his  successor.  The  total  number  of  commissioned  officers  at  present 
attached  to  the  confederate  navy  is  three  hundred  and  eighty-three.  The 
petty  officers  number  one  hundred  and  ninety-one,  while  the  roll  of 
sailors  gives  a  return  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy- seven,  not  including 
those  on  board  of  vessels  now  at  sea,  accurate  rolls  not  having  been 
transmitted. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  add  my  testimony  to  the  gallantry  and  efficiency 
of  our  navy,  who  have  nobly  sustained  our  cause  under  many  trying  cir- 
cumstances. The  proud  spirit  of  our  officers  chafes  at  the  inactif)n  they 
are  compelled  to  endure;  and  I  trust  congress  will  make  provision  for 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  this  department,  and  permitting  it  to  under- 
take more  offensive  operations  against  the  enemy.  In  conclusion,  I 
would  recomtnend  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  construction  of 
at  least  six  turreted  iron-clads  for  harbor  operations.  The  experience  of 
the  past  year  has  demonstrated  that  such  vessels  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary if  we  expect  to  break  through  and  destroy  the  blockade  at  present 
established  by  the  enemy.  Attached  to  this  communication  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  various  reports  of  different  commanders  and  officers 
sent  upon  detached  duty,  together  with  the  reports  of  naval  agents  and 
other  officers^  at  home  and  abroad,  who  have  been  engaged  on  duty  con- 
nected with  this  department. 

All  of  which-  is  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  T.  S.  BococK, 

Speaker  of  the  Souse  of  Representatives,  C.  8.  A, 

[Note. — This  document  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  be  a  forgery. 
See  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  883,  March  21,  1864, 
post.] 


Mr.  Adains  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  567.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  S,  1864. 
SiK :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
partment, numbered  from  786  to  790,  inclusive,  together  with  several 
printed  copies  of  the  list  of  diplomatic  consular  officers,  on  the  1st 
December,  1863.  I  shall  seize  an  early  moment  to  pursue  the  subjects 
indicated  in  these  dispatches  with  Lord  Eussell.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  I  cannot  find  a  complete  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Mallory, 
referi'ed  to  in  No.  789,  in  any  of  the  newspapers.  I  think,  however,  there 
is  no  doubt  of  a  growing  conviction  here  of  the  necessity  of  some  deci- 
sive action  to  check  the  outrageous  plots  of  the  rebels  and  their  British 
sympathizers. 

The  struggle  is  degenerating  into  a  mere  effort  on  the  weaker  side  to 
do  mischief  without  regard  to  the  means  resorted  to ;  considering  the 
inanner  in  which  it  commenced  this  is  not  surprising.  The  only  thing  I 
fear  is,  that  much  wrong  may  be  done  to  non-combatants  and  innocent 
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parties,  who  suffer  fi-om  a  reluctance  to  presume  sucli  motives  of  action 
to  be  possible.  It  certainly  cannot  be  imagined  tliat  stealing  vessels 
and  plundering  private  individuals  of  tbe  profits  of  a  legitimate  com- 
merce -wiU  have  the  smallest  iniiuence  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  war. 
Shortsighted  and  vain  as  have  proved  thus  far  all  the  calculations  of  the 
rebel  conspirators,  they  are  scarcely  yet  reduced  so  low  as  to  expect  from 
a  policy  of  fraud  and  robbery  what  they,  have  failed  to  obtain  by  making 
professions  of  a  more  exalted  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ■ 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WilliAjm:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'^0.  574.]  Le&ation  of  the  Us-ited  States, 

London,  January  14, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  prepared  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  based  on  the  instructions 
contained  in  your  dispatch,  No.  789,  and  the  copy  of  the  whole  report  oi 
Mr.  Mallory,  which  has  been  received  here  as  printed  in  the  New  York 
Times  of  the  30th  December.  But  on  a  close  examination  of  this  paper 
so  much  of  it  seemed  to  justify  a  suspicion  of  its  entire  genuineness  that 
I  have  concluded  to  defer  sending  it  in  at  least  until  after  the  receipt  of 
further  intelligence  from  America.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  some  further 
notice  of  the  report,  after  it  shaU  have  reached  you  in  its  full  extent, 
may  accompany  the  copy  you  expressed  an  intention  to  transmit  when 
obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  579.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,:  January  21, 1864. 

Sir  :  Dispatches  numbered  796  to  800,  inclusive,  have  been  received 
at  this  legation.  Likewise  copies  of  certain  additional  papers  in  the  claim 
of  Eufas  Greene  &  Co.  previously  received  with  No.  792.  Also  a  slip 
from  a  newspaper,  in  which  are  printed  some  of  the  letters  intercepted 
in  the  steamer  Ceres. 

Eindiug  by  the  transmission  of  two  copies  of  the  report  of  Mr.  MaUory. 
as  printed  in  the  Washington  Chronicle,  that  no  doubt  whatever  seems 
to  be  entertained  by  you  of  the  genuineness  of  that  paper,  I  had  nc 
further  hesitation  in  forwarding  to  Lord  EusseU  the  note  already  drawn 
up  by  me  last  week.  I  send  a  copy  of  it  herewith.  You  will  perceive  thai 
it  closely  follows  the  text  of  your  dispatch  No.  789.  The  chief  variation 
is  in  the  omission  to  allude  to  the  reciprocity  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Jariuary  19, 1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  what  purports  to  be  the  annual  report  of  Mr.  S.  E.  Mallory,  the  person 
who  is  Imown  to  be  bf&ciating  at  Eichmond  as  director  of  the  naval 
operations  of  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States.  Although  this  paper 
has  been  received  only  in  the  form  here  presented,  I  entertaia  little 
doubtlthat,  in  substance,  it  may  be  relied  upon  as  authentic. 

If  this  be  once  assumed,  I  am  sure  I  need  not  point  out  to  your  lord- 
ship the  great  importance  of  the  admissions  therein  made  of  the  syste- 
matic violation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom,  which  it  has 
for  a  length  of  time  been  my  chi^f  labor  to  make  apparent.  This  report 
boldly  assumes  the  responsibility  for  the  action,  both  in  Great  Britain 
and  Prance,  in  the  construction  and  outfit  of  powerful  war  vessels  in 
their  ports  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents  in  carrying  on  war  from  those 
countries  against  the  United  States.  ■  In  this  particular  there  can  be 
found  little  or  nothing  ia  the  allegations  made  by  me  in  the  notes  which 
I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  this  subject,  how- 
ever strong  their  language,  that  is  not  fully  sustained  by  this  paper. 

Furthermore,  there  appears  to  be  an  avowal  with  similar  frankness  of 
the  expediting  of  twenty-seven  so-called  commissioned  officers  and  forty 
trustworthy  petty  officers  from  Eichmond  to  the  British  provinces,  with 
orders  to  organize  an  expedition  from  thence,  in  co-operation  with 
so-caUed  army  officers,  to  make  war  on  the  northern  adjoining  border  of 
the  United  States.  Of  the  fact  that  such  an  enterprise  was  actually 
undertaken  your  lordship  is  already  weU  apprised.  This  paper  does  not 
hesitate  to  confess  that,  although  so  cunningly  contrived  to  operate 
from  a  known  neutral  territory  as  a  base,  it  has  failed  because  the  British 
provincial  authorities  gave  information  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  season  to  render  it  abortive. 

Lastly.  In  connection  with  these  two  explicit  avowals,  the  same 
authority  announces  that  another  courier  has  been  dispatched  with 
instructions  which  will  shortly  be  made  apparent  to  the  enemy  nearer 
home,  which  declaration,  construed  by  later  events,  may  be  fairly  under- 
~  stood  to  allude  to  the  directions  under  which  the  persons  employed  to 
perpetrate  the  piracy  and  murder  committed  on  board  of  the  steamerj, 
Chesapeake  proceeded  in  that  enterprise,  making  the  British  provinces 
of  lifew  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  the  base  of  their  criminal  operations 
to  and  fro. 

In  laying  this  information  before  your  lordship,  I  am  directed  to  con- 
vey-the  opinion  of  my  government  that  the  proof  thus  furnished  is  suffi- 
cient to  remove  aU  doubt  that  may  yet  be  lingering  over  the  objects, 
character,  and  designs  of  the  builders  of  the  steam-rams,  now  under 
detention  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  upon  the  strength  of  former 
representations  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make  to  her  Majesty's 
government. 

Secondly.  While  readily  acknowledging  on  the  part  of  my  govern- 
ment the  friendly  services  of  the  British  provincial  authorities  in  the 
case  referred  to,  I  am  instructed  to  solicit  your  lordship's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  a  toleration  within  this  kingdom  or  any  of  its  dependencies  of 
the  practices  of  the  insurgents,  since  they  have  been  so  openly  pubhshed 
to  the  world,  and  after  the  knowledge  of  them  now  communicated,  would 
be  not  simply  inconsistent  with  neutraUty,  but  equivalent  to  a  permis- 
10  A  c— vol.  n 
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sioii  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  to  make  war  against  them  from 
the  British  shores. 

Thirdly.  I  am  further  directed,  respectfully,  to  represent  that  the 
toleration  of  these  armed  enemies  of.  the  United  States,  while  known  to 
be  carrying  on  these  hostile  practices,  now  fully  reTealed  within  the 
British  realm  and  its  dependencies,'without  restraint  of  any  kind,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  an  exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of  sheltering  poli- 
tical exiles,  but  rather  as  equivalent  to  permitting  them  to  abuse  that 
right  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  availing  themselves  of  British 
aid  and  co-operation,  now  notoriously  given  them,  in  waging  war  with 
a  country  with  which  Great  Britain  is  at  peace. 

Fourthly.  It  is  the  deliberate  conviction  of  my  government  that  there 
has  been  and  continues  to  be  in  all  these  proceedings  a  fixed  purpose  to 
plunge  Great  Britain  into  a  war  with  the  TFnited  States,  in  order  to  extri- 
cate the  conspirators  from  the  perilous -embarrassments  in  which  they 
have  involved  themselves.  The  tendency  to  produce  that  evil  is  so  obvi- 
ous that  it  would  seem  to  call  for  the  strongest  and  most  persevering 
efforts  of  both  countries  to  prevent  it. 

Fifthly.  It  has  been  the  desire  of  my  government,  under  the  constant 
pressure  of  these  annoyances  which  have  so  materially  contributed  to 
procrastinate  the  painful  struggle,  to  bear  itself  in  the  spirit  and  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  defeat  this  wicked  design,  without  giving 
cause  of  offense  or  irritation  to  her  Majesty's  government  or  to  the  Brit- 
ish people. 

The  President  sincerely  wishes  that  he  could  suggest  any  adequate 
remedy  for  the  deplorable  state  of  things  thus  presented  that  is  not 
inconsistent  with  the  policy  which  Great  Britain  has  pursued  in  regard 
to  this  insurrection.  It  must  ever  be  his  opinion  that  it  has  directly 
resulted,  although  unexpectedly  and  unintentionally  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  from  the  earliest  step  taken  in  that  policy.  The 
speedy  recognition  of  the  insurgents  at  a  moment  when  they  were  with- 
out navy,  ports,  courts,  or  coasts  as  a  belligerent  power  on  the  ocean, 
was  unquestionably  construed  by  them,  aiid  by  ill-disposed  British  subjects 
conspiring  with  them,  as  an  invitation  tD  use  British  ports,  ships,  men, 
money,  and  coasts,  so  as  to  make  themselves  the  naval  power  which 
they  never  could  by  any  possibility  become  from  their  own  unaided 
resources. 

Indications  of  active  co-operation  in  the  designs  of  the  insurgents 
haft^e  been  all  along  but  too  painfully  apparent  in  British  communities. 
The  evidences  of  it  have  already  constituted  a  large  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  conduct  witii  your  lordship,  since  the 
day  of  my  arrival.  And  much  more,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  put 
into  official  form,  has  not  escaped  my  observation.  ISTone  of  these  move- 
ments, however,  are  likely  to  assume  so  dangerous  a  character  as  those 
which  are  perceived  to  originate,  or  to  be  encouraged,  in  territories 
coterminous  with  those  of  the  United  States,  where  the  opportunities 
abound  for  aggressive  and  tujurious  acts,  and  the  temptation  as  well-  as 
the  power  to  retaliate  is  correspondingly  strong.  It  must  be  .manifest 
that  this  danger  is  one  which  my  government  can  do  no  more  to  avert 
than  it  has  already  done.  If  it  is  to  be  prevented  at  all,  it  would  seem 
that  a  resort  to  some  measures  of  greater  stringency  than  have  yet 
been  taken  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

In  making  in  the  most  respectftil  manner  these  frank  explanations  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  respective  countries  at  present  labor,  I 
pray  your  lordship  to  believe  that  my  government  is  desirous  to  act  in 
a  spirit  of  perfect  friendliness,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  confirm  the 
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most  cordial  relations  between  them.  Haviag  acquitted  myself  of  the 
duty  with  which  I  have  been  charged,  I  propose  for  the  present  most 
respectfully  to  leave  the  whole  subject  for  your  lordship's  just  considera- 
tion. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHAELES  FEAJjfCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <fcc.,  (fee,  cfec. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

■  [Extracts.] 

Ko.  586.]  Legation  op  the  United  Spates, 

London^  January  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  Though  not  important  in  themselves,  yet  as  making  a  part  of 
the  record,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit : 

*******  * 

2.  A  copy  of  his  lordship's  note  of  the  21st  instant,  acknowledging 
the  reception  of  mine  of  the  19th,  which  went  out  with  my  Ko.  579  of 
the  21st  instant. 

***,*#*  *  # 

I  have  th«  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAFCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  JoMuary  21, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  certain  statements  made  by  the 
secretary  of  the  so-caUed  confederate  navy,  in  a  report  addressed  to  ;fhe 
house  of  representatives,  and  I  have  "to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's 
government  will  not  fail  to  give  to  your  representation  their  fullest  atten- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,   . 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  &c.,  &e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  824.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  January  (So.  574)  has  been  received. 
Nothing  has  occurred  here  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the 
report  of  S.  E.  MaUory,  to  which  it  relates.    It  has  internal  evidences  of 
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genuineness,  althougli  it  is  wonderful  that  such,  a  paper  should  havebeen 
promulgated. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  c&c,  (fee. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  596.J  Legation  op  the  United  States,  » 

London,  February  12, 1864, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
by  Lord  EusseU,  on  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  19th  of  last 
month,  on  the  report  of  Mr.  Mallory,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  with  my 
No.  580  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month.  It  would  seem,  from  his  lord- 
ship's language,  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  signify  to  the  confed- 
erates the  sense  of  this  government  of  the  character  of  their  operations. 
I  do  not,  however,  learn  the  precise,  nature  of  its  action ;  neither  can  I 
find  out  that  it  has  produced  any  alteration'of  their  policy. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  the  fact,  that  the  genuineness  of  Mr. 
Mallory's  report  ha.s  been  denied  here  by  Lieutenant  Maury. 

The  Florida  is  announced  to  have  departed  at  last  from  Brest.  I  do 
not  learn  that  the  Eappahannock  moves  at  aU.  There  are  rumors,  I 
know  not  how  well  founded,  that  two  mysterious  vessels  of  war,  which 
show  no  colors,  are  seen  continually  off  the  port. 

The  mission  of  the  Kangaroo  is  likewise  a  matter  of  much  speculation. 
.She  is  controlled  by  the  chief  rebels  in  France,  as  you  will  probably 
learn  more  specifically  from  another  source. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•   .  CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  8, 1864, 
Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration 
the  representations  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  with 
regard  to  the  alleged  use  of  British  territory  for  belligerent  purposes  by 
the  government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  as  shown  in  the 
report  of  the  confederate  secretary  of  the  navy,  Mr.  MaUory,  of  which 
you  inclosed  a  copy;  and  I  have  now  to  state  to  you  that  this  document 
appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  contain  the  strongest  proof,  if 
any  were  wanted,  that  they  have  endeavored,  in  good  faith,  to  observe 
strictly  and  impartially,  under  circumstances  of  no  smaU  difficulty,  the 
obligations  of  neutrality  which  they  have  undertaken ;  and  that  the 
practical  effect  of  their  doing  so  has  been  advantageous,  in  no  slight 
degree,  to  the  more  powerful  of  the  two  belligerents,  namely,  the  United 
States. 

What  is  termed  in  Mr.  Mallory's  report  "  the  unfriendly  construction 
of  her  Majesty's  laws"  is  therein  made  matter  of  grave  complaint  against 
England  by.  the  government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  while 
to  the  same  cause  is  ascribed  the  fact  that  those  States  have  been  pre- 
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vented  from  obtaining  the  services  of  the  greater  part  of  a  formidable 
war  fleet,  which  they  had  desired  to  crea*l;e. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  folly  sensible  of  the  nature  and  import- 
ance of  the  admissions  made  in  Mr.  Mallory's  report  of  the  endeavors  of 
the  government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  by  their  agents  in 
this  country  and  in  Canada,  to  violate,  in  various  ways,  her  Majesty's 
neutrality. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  already  taken  steps  to  make  that 
government  aware  that  such  proceedings  cannot  be  tolerated,  and  her 
Majesty's  government  wHL  not  fail  to  give  to  these  admissions,  to  which 
you  have  invited  their  attention,  the  consideration  which  they  undoubt- 
edly deserve.  '  ' 

There  is,  however,  one  passage  in  your  letter  which  it  is  impossible 
for  her  Majesty's  government  to  pass  over  without  special  notice.  This 
passage  is  as  follows:  "I  am  further  directed,  respectfully,  to  represent 
that  the  toleration  of  these  avowed  enemies  of  the  United  States,  while 
known  to  be  carrying  on  these  hostile  practices,  now  fully  revealed, 
within  the  British  realm  and  its  dependencies,  without  restraint  of  any 
kind,  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of 
sheltering  political  exiles,  but  rather  as  equivalent  to  permitting  them 
to  abuse  that  right,  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  availing  them- 
selves of  British  aid  and  co-operation,  now  notoriously  given  them,  in 
waging  war  with  a  country  with  which  Great  Britain  is  at  peace." 

d  reply  to  this  qJlegation,  her  Majesty's  government  think  it  right  to 
state,  that  her  Majesty's  dominions  must  necessarily  continue  to  be 
open  to  the  subjects  of  both  belligerents,  as  long  as  her  Majesty  is  at 
peace  with  both  of  them ;  but  that  her  Majesty's  government  will,  at 
the  same  time,  continue  to  put  in  force,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  to 
the  ftill  extent  of  the  means  in  their  power,  the  laws  of  this  country 
against  those  subjects  of  either  of  the  belligerents  who  may  be  found, 
by  transgressing  those  laws,  to  have  abused  the  rights  .of  hospitality, 
and  to  have  offended  against  the  authority  of  the  Crown. 

With  regard  to  its  being  made  a  matter  of  complaint  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  her  Majesty  thought  fit,  upon  the 
original  commencement  of  hostilities,  to  recognize  the  status  of  belli- 
gerents in  both  the  parties  to  this  unhappy  contest,  her  Majesty's  govern' 
mentcan  only  repeat  the  observation  which  they  have  had  occasion  to  make 
on  tormer  occasions,  in  reply  to  similar  representations  received  from 
you,  that  any  other  course  would  have  justly  exposed  this  country  to  a 
charge  of  violating  the  clearest  principles  and  soundest  precedents  of 
international  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  d;c.,  &c. 


EUSSELL. 


ilr.  Sewa/rd  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  861.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  March  3, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
12th  of  February,  QSo.  596,)  together  with  a  copy  of  a  note  which, 
on  the  8th  of  that  month,  Earl  EusseU  ad4ressed  to  you  on  the  subject 
of  naval  preparations  and  movements  in  the  interest  of  American  insur- 
gents in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

I  have  already  informed  you  that  Mr.  Maury's  denial  of  the  authen- 
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ticity  of  tlie  report  signed  by  Mr.  Mallory  is  not  here  deemed  sufficient  to 
discredit  that  publication.       * 

Earl  Eussell's  remarks  upon  the  questions  he  discusses  are  conceiyed 
in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  we  infer  from  them  a  purpose  to  maintain  the 
neutrality  laws  of  Great  Britain.  Eecent  proceedings  of  provincial 
authorities  in  Canada,  IS'ova  Scotia,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  have 
manifested  the  same  just  determination. 

I  have  considered  with  profound  regret  his  lordship's  remarks  upon 
the  necessity  which,  as  he  supposes,  rests  upon  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  regard  our  insurgents  as  a  belligerent  ,•  but  I  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  that  had  a  different  course  been  pursued,  many  inconveniences 
now  felt  would  have  been  prevented,  and  that  only  the  persistence  of 
her  Majesty's  government  in  that  course  hinders  and  delays  the  restora- 
tion of  our  relations  to  ^  state  of  mutual  friendship,  which  would  be 
honorable  and  useful  to  both  countries,  and  would  gratify  the  friends  of 
peace  and  humanity  throughout  the  world. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  (fee,  tfcc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  883.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  21, 1864. 

Sir:  Having  noticed  that  the  authenticity  of  the  report  of  the  insur- 
gent secretary  of  the  navy,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  the  instruction 
to  you,  IsTo.  798,  of  the  dth  of  January  last,  has  been  questioned,  dili- 
gent inquiries  have  been  made  upon  the  subject.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
they  have  resulted  in  ascertaining  that  the  supposed  report  was  written 
by  Mr.  Beach,  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Sun,  and  was  first  published 
in  the  number  of  that  paper  of  the . 

This  was  just  at  the  time  when  journals  of  that  date  from  Eichmond 
had  reached  the  North,  and  the  genuineness  of  the  report  was  implicitly 
believed.  My  own  convictions  were  of  that  character,  and  were 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  public  documents  from  the  same  quarter 
had  always  reached  us  in  the  same  way.  It  seems  that  the  author  of 
the  surreptitious  report  was  chiefly  actuated  by  a  desire  to  create  the 
impression  that  he  had  means  of  communication  with^the  insurgent  capi- 
tal superior  to  those  of  his  professional  brethren,  and  superior  enterprise 
in  availing  himself  of  them. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaibles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  640.]  •  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  April  7, 1864. 
gjjj.  *  *  *  *.*  *  #  # 

In  regard  to'  the  notice  sent  to  me  in  your  No.  883,  of  the  22d  March, 
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of  the  spurious  character  of  the  paper  called  Mr.  Mallory's  report,  I  lost 
no  time  iu  giving  the  information  to  Lord  Eussell.  I  had  had  some  con- 
versation with  him  on  the  subject  on  Saturday  last,  and  was  aware  that 
the  Crown  lawyers  were  anxious  to  be  assured  upon  the  subject.  I  there- 
fore addressed  a  note  to  his  lordship,  which  appears  to  have  come  just 
in  time  to  clear  him  from  an  embarassment  prepared  for  him  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Clanricarde.  I  send  a  copy  of  my  note,  as  well 
as  a  report  of  the  debate  in  the  London  Times. 

Notwithstanding  the  avowal  of  Mr.  Beach,  I  am  still  strongly  iqclined 
to  suspect  that  the  substance  of  that  paper  was  actually  taken  from  one 
of  Mr.  Mallory's  reports. ,  The  fact  that  none  of  the  rebel  agents  here 
appear  to  have  received  an  authority  to  contradict  it,  and  that  Lord 
Clanricarde,  who  is  evidently  speaking  on  information  supplied  by  them, 
resorts  to  mere  inferential  argument  against  its  genuine  character, 
goes  far  to  confirm  that  idea.  There  has  been  opportunity  to  hear  from 
Richmond  on  the  subject,  as  I  have  occasion  to  know,  in  connection  with 
other  matters.  From  extracts  taken  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Mallory's  department,  as  I  find 
them  printed  from  the  Richmond  papers,  it  appears  that  hone  of  his  re- 
ports have  ever  been  printed  by  authority.  Hence,  I  am  led  to  infer 
that  if  some  of  the  statements  in  Mr.  Beach's  papet,  which  carry  internal 
evidence  of  an  authentic  source,  were  really  obtained  from  Richmond, 
they  must  have  been  obtained  surreptitiously,  and  in  a  manner  to  hazard 

the  safety  of  the  persons  concerned  in  case  of  exposure. 

********* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PRAJJfCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  4, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Mal- 
lory,  the  insurgent  secretary  of  the  navy,  about  which  I  had  some  cbn- 
versation  with  your  lordship  on  Saturday,  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise , 
you  that  I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward,  informing  me 
that,  after  most  diligent  inquiries,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  sup- 
posed report  is  admitted  by  the  editor  of  the  ^ew  York  Sun  to  have 
been  prepared  by  himself  for  the  columns  of  that  newspaper,  in  which 
it  first  appeared. 

The  reason  assigned  for  this  extraordinary  proceeding  is  the  desire  of 
creating  the  impression  that  he  had  means  of  communicating  with  the 
insurgent  capital  superior  to  those  of  his  professional  brethren.  The 
fact  is,  that  the  same  newspaper, already  had  earned  that  reputation,  so 
that  there  seems  to  have  been  scarcely  an  adequate  cause  for  resorting 
to  so  discreditable  a  step.  I  therefore  still  racUne  to  believe  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  conjecture  made  by  me  to  your  lordship,  that  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  the  paper  had  been  surreptitiously  obtained  from 
sources  which  the  editor,  being  now  forced  to  act,  is  unwilling  to  expose. 
This,  however,  can  make  no  difference  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
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that  paper  must  now  be  viewed.    I  hasten  to  give  this  information  to 
your  lordship,  in  order  that  no  further  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  it. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEAIJfOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  die.,  <&c.,  &g. 


CASE  OP  THE  AMPHIOK 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.  1 

No.  628.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  23, 1864 
Sir  :  A  representation  made  by  Mr.  Morse  in  regard  to  a  supposed 
outfit  of  a  war  vessel  recently  sold  by  the  government  has  led  to  an  ex- 
change of  notes  with  the  Foreign  Of&ce,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Williajvi  H.  Seward, 
>  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Eussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  18, 1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  this  port,  relative  to  another  war  vessel,  lately  belonging  to 
her  Majesty's  government,  which  is  fitting  out  under  suspicious  circimi- 
stances. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurancss  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssbll,  tfcc,  (fee,  (S;c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams, 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  March  17, 1864. 
Sir:  Some  time  since  the  screw  steamer  Amphion,  a  fifty-gun  ship  of 
war,  was  sold  out  of  her  Majesty's  service,  as  was  supposed,  for  breaking 
up.    She  has  recently  had  some  partial  repairs  made  on  her,  and  tem- 
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porary  or  jury  masts  put  in,  as  thougli  preparing  for  a  short  voyage. 
She  has  had  steam  up  once  or  twice  this  week,  as  if  preparing  to  move 
out  of  dock.  Her  fittiugs  as  a  ship  of  war  are  still  complete;  and  I  am 
informed  that  the  real  owaers,  or  their  agents  here,  intend  to  move  her 
to  some  more  quiet  locality,  where  a  thorough  refitting  will  attract  less 
attention. 

She  is  not  registered,  nor  has  there  been  any  notice  given  at  either 
custom-house  or  registry  office  of  an  intention  to  register. 

She  is  now  in  the  Victoria  dock,  London,  and  may  leave  at  any  time 
when  the  tide  serves  for  leaving  the  docks.  Permit  me  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  asking  the  attention  of  the  government  here  to  this  ship, 
that  there  may  not  be  anotheiv  escape,  and  a  repetition  of  the  Eappa- 
hannock  case,  which^I  have  reason  to  fear  is  the  intention  of  those  con- 
trolling her. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE,  Gonml 

Hon.  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Lord  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoBEiaN  Office,  March  18, 1864. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  calling  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  Amphion,  a  vessel  lately  sold  out  of  her 
Majesty's  navy,  is  beiag  fitted  out  for  sea,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  a  copy  of  your  note  to  the 
secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department. 

The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  was  directed  to  this  vessel 
in  January  last,  but  it  turned  out,  upon  inqiury,  that  she  was  lying  in 
the  Victoria  docks  completely  dismantled  and  dismasted,  with  no  signs 
of  any  fitting  out  for  sea  having  commenced;  and  the  inipression  among 
the  dock  officials  was  that  it  was  intended  to  employ  her  as  an  emigrant 
vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 


Ghables  Fbawcis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  d;e.,  &c. 


ETISSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  635.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  1, 1864. 

SiK :  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  No.  628,  of  23d  of  March,  I  now 
^transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  of  the  26th,  in  reply  to  my  repre- 
sentation about  the  Amphion.  _ 

This  vessel  was  about  to  leave  the  docks  yesterday,  on  what  is  called, 
a  trial  trip.  She' remains  in  all  respects  what  she  was  when  sold,  a  war 
ship,  and  suitable  for  little  else.  To  fit  her  for  sea,  however,  will  yet  take 
some  time.  The  impression  is  general  among  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, who  watch  her  movements,  that  she  is  preparing  for  the  use  ot 
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the  rebels,  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  secure  any  evidence  of  a  char- 
acter that  will  weigh  with  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAJM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoEEiGN  Office,  Marcli  26, 1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  *the  18th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  to  you  that  it  appears,  from  further  inquiries  which  her  Majesty's 
government  have  instituted  with  regard  to  the  Amphion,  that  that  ves- 
sel is  being  actively  fitted  out  for  sea;  but  her  Majesty's  government  are 
advised  that,  whatever  maybe  the  nature  of  the  "fitting  out"  now  going 
on,  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  it  is  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  and  that  under  these  circumstances  no  case  appears  to  be  made 
out  for  their'interference  with  regard  to  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

ETJSSELL. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  t&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  904.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington^  April  7, 1864. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  23d  of  March,  No.  628,  has  been  received, 
and  your  proceedings  therein  related  in  regard  to  the  supposed  outfit  of 
the  screw  steamer  i^phion  are  approved.  The  frank  explanations  which 
Earl  EusseU  so  properly  made  upon  that  subject  are  appreciated  by  this 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Ebancis  Adams,  Esq.,  d&c,  c&c,  t&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.]'  ' 

No.  645.]  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  Amphion  has  left  this  port.    On  the  2d  instant  Lord  EusseU 

wrote  me  a  note  in  answer  to  my  representation,  a  copy  of  which  is  trans- 

■  mitted.    You  have  a  copy  of  the  latter  already  with  my  dispatch  No. 

628,  of  the  23d  March.    Mr.  Morse  writes  nie,  since  these  events,  that 

he  is  not  quite  sure  that  the  vessel  may  not  be  for  Denmark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Harl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  2, 1864. 

Sir:  Eeferring  to  my  letter  of  the  26tli  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  had  before  them  fur- 
ther reports' addressed  to  the  home  department  respecting  the  prepara- 
tions making  for  sending  the  Amphion  to  sea,  and  the  service  on  which 
it  is  intended  to  employ  her;  and  that  her  Majesty's  government  are 
again  advised  that  there  is  no  evidence  tending  to  show  any  actual  or 
contemplated  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  in  this  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  t&c,  t&c. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Ko.  918.]    '  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  23, 1864. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  April  8,  Ko.  645,  has  been  received,  together 
with  papers  annexed.  Of  these  papers  a  portion  relate  to  the  case  ot 
the  Amphion,  and  another  portion  to  enlistments  for  the  insurgents  in 
Great  Britain.  Tour  proceedings  in  these  matters  are  approved.  It  is 
sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  apprehensions  we  have  indulged  in  regard 
to  the  Amphion  wiU  prove  groundless,  as  Earl  Eussell  authorizes  us  to 
suppose.  I  regret  that  the  prospect  of  enforcing  the  law  against  such 
illegal  enlistments  as  are  mentioned  seems  so  very  unsatisfactory. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  &c.,  i&c. 


j  CASE  OP  THE  HAWK. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Fo.  666,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  22,  1864, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  note  addressed  by  me 
to  Lord  Eussell,  of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  outfit  of  the 
steamer  Hawk,  and  his  acknowledgment  of  it,  dated  the  18th.     Mr. 
Dudley's  letter,  on  which  the  representation  is. based,  was  sent  to  you. 
last  week,  as  it  came  to  me  so  addressed,  probably  by  mistake. 

The  Hawk  is  represented  to  have  left  the  Clyde,  her  destination  alleged 
to  be  London;  but,  thus  far,  her  arrival  here  has  not  been  announced. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


156  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  AJSlams  to  Earl  Bmsell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  16, 1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Liverpool,  touching  a  steam  vessel  in  process  of  construction  and^out- 
fit  at  Eenfrew,  on  the  Clyde.  My  information  of  the  nature  of  the  work 
put  into  this  vessel  convinced  me,  some  time  since,  that  she  was  not 
intended  for  ordinary  trade.  Later  circumstances,  more  and  more  dis- 
tinctly, point  out  her  destination  and  object  to  be  to  carry  on  hostilities 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  diflculty  of  obtaining 
direct  evidence  in  cases  of  this  kind  has  of  late  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  apprehension  felt  by  the  parties  engaged  of  the  consequences  of 
detection.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  a  representation  of  the 
case  as  it  has  been  laid  before  me  in  this  letter,  and  to  solicit  attention 
to  it  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which!  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHAELES  FEAJS"CIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  EARL  EuSsell,  d;e.,  «fcc.,  &c. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  13, 1864. 

Sir  :  1  have  information,  that  t  regard  as  entirely  reliable,  that  a 
steam  vessel  built  by  Hendersons'  at  Eenfrew  on  the  Clyde,  and  now  at 
their  yard,  called  the  Hawk,  is  being  secretly  fitted  out  as  a  privateer 
for  the  insurgents,  to  make  war  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  My  information  is  that  she  is  being  fitted  out  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  the  well  known  agent  in  this 
country  of  the  so-called  southern  confederacy.  About  three  weeks 
ago  this  man  Bullock  went  up  to  Glasgow  and  inspected  this  vessel; 
since  then  they  have  put  down  another  deck  over  the  one  she  had  when 
launched,  strengthened  her  timbers,  put  up  hammocks  to  accommodate  a 
crew  of  over  one  hundred  men,  and  erected  cabins  for  some  twelve  offi- 
cers ;  that  the  coal  bunkers  are  so  arranged  around  the  boilers  as  to 
protect  them  froih  shot  or  sheU;  in  a  word,  that  she  is  being  fitted  up  for 
war  and  not  commercial  purposes,  and  is  to  be  armed  and  used  by  the 
insurgents  against  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

She  has  her  engines  in,  sails  set,  and  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  a  week 
or  ten  days.    I  have  no  evidence,  and  it  may  be  impossible  to  obtain 
any,  as  they  are  conducting  all  their  operations  with  great  caution  and 
secrecy.    But  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  as  stated  I  have  no'  doubt. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THE   HAWK.  157 

Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  18, 1864. 
5iR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
h  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a»  letter  from  the  United  States  consul 
Liverpool,  respecting  a  vessel  called  the  Hawk,  in  process  of  con- 
uction  and  outfit,  at  Eenfrew,  on  the  Clyde,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
orm  you  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  had  been 
eady  directed  to  this  vessel. 

[  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
edient,  humble  servant, 


Dhables  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  &c.,  &c. 


ETJSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

).  729.J  Legation  of  the  IJnited  States, 

London^  June  23, 1864. 
Sm:  Li  connection  with  your  dispatch  No.  966,  of  the  28th  of  May,  I 
w  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell  of  the 
th  instant,  covering  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the 
asul  at  this  port,  of  the  case  of  the  steamer  Hawk,  and  of  his  lord- 
ip's  reply  dated  the  20th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEAifOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLTATvr  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  18, 1864. 

Mt  Lokd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
a  letter,  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
r  this  port,  relating  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Hawk. 
The  observations  made  by  Mr,  Morse  appear  to  me  to  apply  with  equal 
rce  to  the  Alexandra,  which  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool, 
forms  me  to  bp  in  preparation  for  similar  purposes. 
I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  represent  to  your  lordship  that 
e  fact  that  the  parties  engaged  in  these  enterprises  succeed  m  disguis- 
g  their  operations  to  escape  detection  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  evade 
e  laws  of  this  kingdom  designed  to  prevent  them  does  not  appear  in 
ly  way  to  diminish  the  very  grave  nature  of  the  injury  committed 
fainst  an  innocent,  friendly  nation. 

The"  practical  consequence,  if  not  guarded  against,  is  not  unlikely  to 
scome  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  warfare  on  the  ocean,  earned 
I  from  every  maritime  country,  without  regard  to  international  obliga- 
)ns  and  without  responsibility.  I  need  scarcely  point  out  to  your  lord- , 
lipthatunder  such  practices  those  nations  which  have  the  most  extenaea 
immerce  are  subject  to  the  severest  injuries.  I  am  directed  to  say  tnat 
e  United  States  are  not  less  earnest  on  this  subject  now  than  wnen 


158  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTEALITT. 

tliey  last  year  remonstrated  against  tlie  outfit  of  the  vessels,  some  ol 
which  have  since  been  diverted  from  their  original  destination. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHA:RLES  FBAJfrCIS  adams. 
Bight  Hon.  Eakl  EiisgELL,  <fcc.,  &c.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr,  Adams. 

United  States  CowstrLATB, 

London,  June  15, 1864. 

Sir:  During  an  interview  with  you  quite  early  last  spring  I  called 
your  attention  to  the  steamer  Hawk,  then  just  launched  at  Eentrew,  on 
the  Clyde.  About  the  same  time  I  also  communicated  to  our  consuls  at 
Glasgow  and  Liverpool  aU  the  information  that  had  reached  me  in  regard 
to  her.  But  as  she  recently  came  into  this  port,  and  wiU  soon,  in  some 
capacity,  go  into  active  service,  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  I 
think  it  proper  that  I  should  again  ask  your  attention  to  her,  and  lay 
before  you  such  reliable  facts  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge  concerning 
her,  notwithstanding  your  recent  correspondence  with  the  British  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  her.  Owing  to  the  extreme  prudence  and  reticence 
of  those  who  direct  and  execute  rebel  operations  in  this  country,  and  the 
skiU  in  evading  the  laws  which  three  years'^experience  has  taught  them, 
I  have  found  it  quite  impossible  to  procure  such  legal  evidence  as  is  here 
required  for  her  detention  and  condemnation.  But  all  the  facts  I  propose 
to  state  I  am  confident  are  substantially  correct  and  reliable. 

The  Hawk  is  a  new  and  strongly  built  iron  screw  steamer,  of  about 
eight  hundred  tons  burden,  and  was  built  by  Messrs.  Henderson,  Cole- 
man &  Co.,  at  Eenfrew,  on  the  Clyde.  She  was  examined  VThile  on  the 
stocks  by  Captain  Bullock,  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy,  and  then 
purchased  by  Thomas  Sterling  Begbie,  of  London,  as  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt,  either  for  the  so-caUed  Confederate  States,  or  for  certain 
citizens  thereof.  When  purchased  her  deck  was  laid  and  her  accommo- 
dations arranged  for  the  usual  number  of  officers  and  men  carried  by 
steamers  of  her  class  in  merchant  service.  Immediately  after  she  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Begbie  her  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of 
officers  and  men  were  entirely  changed  and  made  to  conform  io  those  of 
a  regular  man-of-war.  This  enlarged  accommodation  for  commissioned 
and  warrant  oflicers,  seamen,  and  others  takes  up  so  much  space  in  the 
vessel  as  to  largely  diminish  her  capacity  for  cargo.  After  she  was' 
launched  side  passages  were  made  under  deck  on  each  side  connecting 
the  forward  with  the  after  part  of  the  ship.  These  passages  were  formed 
by  running  an  iron  floor  from  the  lower  forward  deck  through  the  coal- 
bunkers  and  engine-room  to  the  after  deck. 

The  entire  floor  of  these  passages  is  supported  by  strong  iron  braces, 
and  there  are  iron  bulkheads  run  from  its  inner  edge  up  to  the  deck, 
thus  making  a  olosed-in  passage  way  on  each  side  of  the  ship,  about 
four  feet  wide,  and  say  about  seven  feet  high,  running  fore  and  aft, 
through  coal-bunkers,  engine  and  fire  rooms.  H  the  Hawk  was  intended 
for  a  mere  trading  vessel,  for  what  is  such  an  arrangement  intended  ? 
It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  so  much  space  would  be  given  on  each 
side  of  the  ship  merely  to  form  a  new  mode  of  communication  between 
the  fore  and  after  part  of  the  vessel.  Is  it  not  more  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  these  side  passages  or  spaces  are  to  be  uspd  as  depositories  of 
coal,  cotton,  and  other  substances  for  the  protection  of  engines  and 
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Hers  against  cannon  shot;  and  if  so,  is  it  not  clearly  equipment  for 
;r  purjposes  f 

Her  decks  were  first  laid  of  tliree  and  one-half  inches  deck  plank,  the 
Lial  thickness  for  vessels  of  the  size  of  the  Hawk,  and  abundantly 
Lck  for  any  vessel  of  her  class,  if  intended  for  any  branch  of  mercan- 
e  trade.  After  she  was  sold  another  three  and  one-half  inches  cover- 
^  was  laid  over  the  first  deck,  making  her  deck  when  completed  seven 
3hes  thick.  As  this  second  covering  of  deck  plank  was  entirely  use- 
is  for  any  mercantile  purpose,  was  it  not  put  on  to  stiffen  the  upper 
.rt  of  the  ship  and  deaden  the  shock  she  might  receive  from  the  recoil 

guns  when  discharged  from  her  deck?  These  alterations  and  her 
uipment  and  fittings  were  done  by  the  direction  of  Captain  Bullock, 

the  so-called  confederate  navy.  This  Captaia  BuUock  visited  her 
veral  times  while  in  the  process  of  completion,  and  once,  in  company 
th  Mr.  Henderson,  the  builder.  Smith,  acting  purser,  and  Captain 
almes,  the  acting  agent  of  Begbie  in  fitting  and  equipping  vessels  for 
1,  made  a  thorough  examination  of  her  and  directed  various  alterations 
be  made,  which  were  made  by  the  builders,  Messrs.  Henderson  &  Co. 
illock  was  undoubtedly  the  chief  superintendent  and  director  in  the 
irchase  and  fitting  out  of  the  Hawk,  Holmes  and  Smith  both  looking 
him  for  instructions,  and  yet  she  stands  registered  in  Mr.  Begbie's 
,me,  he  being  put  forward  as  the  pretended  owner  to  give  her  protection 
itil  she  can  be  placed  safely  in  confederate  hands.  The  Hawk  left 
snfrew  for  London  April  16, 1864.    She  touched  at  Greenock  and  took 

a  few  men,  and  then  came  on  towards  London.  After  a  passage  of 
ree  days,  during  which  she  made  about  ten  and  a  half  knots  per  hour, 
e  arrived  near  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  where  she  remained  in  some 
)scure  place  about  three  weeks. 

Why  she  was  detained  there  so  long,  whether  to  complete  her  equip- 
ent  and  fittings  or  merely  detained  for  orders,  I  am  at  present  unable 

inform  you. 

She  next  came  up  to  Gray's  Thurrock,  a  short  distance  this  side  of 
ravesend,  and  from  thence  into  Victoria  docks,  London,  where  she 
mained  at  anchor,  unconnected  with  the  shore  except  by  row-boats, 
itU  June  13,  when  she  was  taken  out  in  great  haste,  and  brought  to  an 
ichor  off  Woolwich.  While  she  lay  in  the  Thames  and  London  docks, 
)  person  was  allowed  to  go  (Jn  board  without  permission  from  her  first 
ficer,  who  is  a  Lieutenant  Knox,  of  the  so-called  confederate'  navy, 
le  only  boatman  in  attendance  to  take  off  persons  who  wished  to  go 
L  board  appears  to  have  been  carefuUy  -instructed  in  his  duty,  and  to 
ive  performed  it  satisfactorily  to  his  employers.  He  first  asked  the 
ime  of  the  visitor,  where  he  belonged,  the  nature  of  his  business  with 
e  steamer,  why  he  wished  to  go  on  board,  &c.,  &c.  He  would  then  go 
f  to  the  vessel  and  report  the  case  to  Lieutenant  Knox  and  receive  his 
structions  whether  to  take  the  person  on  board  or  not.  This  Lieuten- 
it  Knox  was,  I  understand,  first  officer  in  the  rebel  steamer  Eugenie 
ten  she  was  driven  on  shore,  and  captain  of  the  Eobert  B.  Lee  when 
le  was  captured.    Both  of  these  steamers  belonged  to  the  insurgents 

their  government.  Lieutenant  Knox  made  application  for  an  exam- 
ation,  and  I  think  was  examined  for  a  captaincy  in  the  British  mercan- 
e  service,  so  that  he  might  act  as  master  in  taking  out  from  English 
»rts  confederate  steamers.  But  failing,  if  he  ajppeared  for  examina- 
)n,  to  obtain  a  commission  as  captain  in  the  British  merchant  service, 
>  has  gone  first  oificer  on  the  Hawk,  with  the,  understanding,  it  is  said, 
at  he  shall  command  her  when  she  leaves  Bermuda. 
She  took  on  board  in  this  port  some  bar  iron  and  a  quantity  of  deal 
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cases,  the  contents  of  which  we  were  unable  to  learn.  When  she  came 
into  dock  here  she  had  two  or  three  British  custom-house  officers  on 
board.  She  had  probably  been  under  the  observation  of  such  officers 
since  leaving  the  Clyde. 

This  crutiny  over  her  movements  was  no  doubt  one  of  the  consequences 
of  your  correspondence  with  the  British  government  in  regard  to  her. 
It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  while  here,  under  the  observation  of  gov- 
ernment officers,  they  would  suffer  anything  to  be  done  which  is  here 
considered  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  or  the  Queen's  pro- 
clamation. Although  many  circumstances  connected  with  her  show  that 
she  is  to  be  a  confederate  belligerent  ship,*  yet  while  in  this  port  and 
passing  through  the  formalities  necessary  to  be  observed  on  going  to 
sea,  those  who  controlled  her  were  careful  to  keep  within  the  letter  of 
the  law,  though  it  is  not  probable  that  they  succeeded  in  disguising  her 
true  character.  She  has  an  English  register,  in  which  Thomas  Sterling 
Begbie,  a  London  merchant,  is  named  as  sole  owner.  Her  crew  was 
shipped  at  the  Sailor's  Home  in  this  city,  a  government  shipping  office. 
They  shipped  for  the  run  out ;  received  one  month's  advanced  wages, 
with  a  promise  of  two  months'  wages  in  addition  on  arriving  out.  She 
cleared  under  the  protection  of  English  papers  and  the  English  flag,  and 
is  bound,  it  is  given  out,  for  Bermuda,  an  English  island. 

From  the  fact  that  she  was  purchased,  eqtdpped,  and  fitted  under  the 
directions  of  Captain  Bullock;  that  after  the  purchase  she  was  changed 
so  as  to  accommodate  wardroom  officers  aft  and  warrant  officers  and 
.over  one  hundred  men  forward  of  the  engines ;  that  she  was  greatly 
stiffened  ia  the  upper  deck  to  enable  her  to  bear  the  recoil  of  guns  when 
discharged ;  that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  protecting  her  en- 
gines and  boiler  against  shot ;  that  the  greatest  secrecy  and  caution 
were  observed  in  regard  to  her  while  in  this  port ;  and  that  a  lieutenant 
in  the  rebel  navy  is  actiug  as  her  first  officer,  and  from  many  other  facts 
and  circumstances  known  to  me,  I  am  satisfied  that  she  belongs  to  the 
so-called  confederate  government,  and  that  said  government  intends  to 
use  her  for  purposes  of  war,  or  for  committing  depredations  against 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  There  is  a  possibility  that  she 
may  go  to  some  continental  port  to  receive  her  armament  and  men,  or 
take  them  in  at  sea.  But  should  she  go  to  Bermuda,  in  conformity 
with  her  clearance  from  this  pOrt,  permit  ii5e  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
requesting  the  British  government  to  give  her  some  attention  on  her 
arrival  out. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Adam^, 

United  States  Minister. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  20, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  18th  instant,  and  its  inclosure,  respecting  the  Hawk,  and  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  wUl  cause  further 
inquiries  to  be  made  with  respect  to  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,. 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  &o.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  738.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  anwer  to  tlie  representation  made  by  me  to  Lord  Russell,  con- 
cerning the  fittiag  out  of  the  steamer  Hawk,  as  reported  in  my  dispatch 
No.  729,  of  the  23d  of  June,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
his  lordship's  note  of  the  4th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  July  4, 1864. 

Sm  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  20th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  appears  from  further  inquiries  which  have  been 
made  by  the  board  of  customs  with  respect  to  the  Hawk,  that  vessel  left 
the  Victoria  docks  on  the  13th  ultimo,  and  is  stated  to  have  passed 
Gravesend  on  the  followiug  day,  cleared  for  Bermuda. 

The  commissioners  of  customs  report  that  the  cargo  of  the  Hawk  con- 
sisted of  iron,  iron  bar,  bar  steel,  and  divers  articles  of  merchandise ; 
that  some  of  the  packages  were  examined  by  their  officers,  but  that 
nothing  of  a  suspicious  nature  was  found  therein. 

The  commissioners  add  that  they  are  informed  that  their  officers  had 
no  difficulty  in  going  over  every  part  of  the  ship,  and  that  in  so  doing  they 
saw  nothing  whatever  to  arouse  any  suspicion  of  the  vessel ;  that  she 
appeared  to  be  a  very  fast  merchant  ship,  and  that  the  general  opinion 
seems  to  have  been  that  she  was  not  fitted  for  war  purposes,  her  iron 
plates  being  so  thin  and  light. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  879.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Lord  Eussell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secreta/ry  of  State. 

II  A  c— VOL.  n 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

United  States  Legation, 

London,  January  14, 1865. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place, 
furnishing  information  of  certain  proceedings,  believed  to  be  conducted 
in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considerar 
tion  with  -which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  c&c,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  January  10, 1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  16th  day  of  June,  1864, 1  addressed  to  you  a  letter  con- 
taining a  detailed  statement  of  the  purchase  and  equipment  of  the  British 
screw-steamer  Hawk,  as  I  believed,  for  a  rebel  privateer.  For  aU  par- 
ticulars in  reference  to  the  fitting,  equipment,  &c.,  of  this  vessel,  permit 
me  to  refer  you  to  that  letter,  aU  the  statements  of  which  I  still  believe 
to  be  entirely  correct.  I  may  add  that  one  of  the  builders,  I  have  learned, 
stated  while  in  London,  near  the  time  the  Hawk  left,  that  he  had  been 
obliged  to  give  a  guarantee  that  she  should  not  go  into  the  possession 
of  the  confederates,  to  be  used  as  a  belligerent  Ship.  I  have  no  means 
of  verifying  this  statement,  or  if  true,  how  long  a  time  the  guarantee 
was  to  extend  over.  The  Hawk  left  for  Bermuda  on  the  13th  June  last, 
with  Lieutenant  Knox  of  the  rebel  navy,  as  chief  oflcer,  and  a  Mr. 
Archer  of  said  navy  as  the  real  engineer-in-chief,  though  a  Mr.  C.  Hoskin, 
of  12  York  street.  East  Stepney,  was  nominally  so.  The  Hawk  staid  at 
Burmuda  between  fiveaad  six  months,  entirely  idle,  and  some  three  weeks 
ago  returned  to  Liverpool,  and  about  a  week  ago  to  the  port  of  London. 
Mr.  Archer,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  rebel  service,  who  went  out  in  her  in 
June  last  to  Bermuda,  remained  on  hoard  or  attached  to  her  all  the  time 
she  lay  doing  nothing  in  port,  which  was  nearly  six  months,  and  returned 
in  her  to  Liverpool. 

This  vessel  was  undoubtedly  fitted  and  intended  for  a  privateer,  but 
what  kept  her  so  long  lying  idle  at  Bermuda  I  know  not,  unless  it  be 
true  that  her  builders  or  owners  were  under  bonds  not  to  let  her  pass 
into  belligerent  hands.  I  have  been  informed,  on  authority  which  in 
such  matters  has  rarely  erred,  that  she  wiU  yet  go  out  as  a  privateer, 
and  that  very  soon,  too.  It  is  now  said  she  will  be  sold,  and  got  out  in 
some  way  at  once,  but  she  stands  to-day  registered  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Sterling  Begbie,  and  was  mortgaged  on  the  12th  December  last  to  Mr. 
WiUiam  Boyle,  Bartholomew  Eoad,  Kentish  town,  for  £20,000.  I  think  the 
attention  of  the  British  government  should  again  be  called  to  her. 

I  learn,  from  authority  considered  entirely  reliable,  that  the  rebel 
ofBLcers  in  this  country  expect  to  get  two  privateers  out  of  this  country 
before  the  close  of  February.  Captain  Bullock,  Lieutenants  Carter  and 
Davidson  are  now  in  London,  it  is  supposed  in  connection  with  them. 
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One  other  strongly  suspicious  if  not  entirely  confirmatory  circumstance 
is,  that  there  are  now  in  London  forty-seven  men  under-  the  care  of  a 
boarding-house  keeper  by  the  name  of  Captain  Earley,  who  expect  to 
leave,  perhaps  to-morrow,  to  meet  a  rebel  privateer  somewhere,  they  do 
not  know  where.  These  men  are  mostly  English,  and  came,  many  of 
them,  from  the  pirate  Florida,  and  some  from  the  Eappahannock,  still 
at  Calais,  and  used  as  a  receiving  ship.  They  have  received  orders  for 
£10  bounty  each,  which  they  expect  to  get  this  evening,  and  I  may  know 
to-morrow  who  pays  it.  These  men  do  not  hesitate  to  say  to  those  whom 
they  think  they  can  trust,  that  they  are  positively  engaged  for  a  priva- 
teer, and  the  fact  that  most  of  them  have  served  in  rebel  privateers,  and 
the  strong  desire  they  express  of  again  getting  at  the  work  of  plunder- 
ing American  ships  on  account  of  the  plunder  they  were  allowed  to  appro- 
priate to  their  own  use,  certainly  gives  strength  to  their  declarations. 

The  side- wheel  steamer  City  of  Eichmond,  which  left  this  port  this 
afternoon,  or  rather  the  dock,  has  created  some  suspicion,  principally  on 
account  of  her  sale  "  to  foreigners,"  and  her  transfer  to  Edward  Lister 
Golbourne,  of  Trenmore,  county  of  Chester.  This  steamer  was  built  at 
Cubittown  for  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company,  and  was  com- 
pleted in  June  last.  She  is  six  hundred  and  fourteen  tons  gross,  and 
was  transferred  entire  to  the  above  Golbourne  on  the  24th  of  December 
last,  only  two  days  after  her  sale  "  to  foreigners."  Her  crew  were  shipped 
regularly  at  the  Sailors'  Home.  I  understand  she  has  not  much  cargo 
on  board,  but  a  large  amount  of  stores.  Her  master's  name  is  William 
Scott.  What  1  fear  is  that  she  will  be  used  as  a  supply-ship  to  some 
privateer,  and  will  be  detained  down  the  river  to  receive  the  privateers- 
men  who  are  kept  here  to  be  sent  to  their  ship. 

Edward  Lester  (or  Lister)  Golbourne  holds  the  whole  of  the  steamer 
Rattlesnake,  as  well  as  the  City  of  Richmond,  in  his  own  name,  .and 
appears  to  be  a  person  used  by  the  confederates  to  cover  steamers  actu- 
ally owned  by  them. 

The  City  of  Richmond  was  called  Ovalon  while  owned  by  the  Railway 
Company,  and  her  name  was  changed  when  she  was  "  sold  to  foreigners," 
on  the  22d  of  December,  1864. 

Li  the  hope  of  learning  to-day  where  the  privateersmen  would  be  sent 
to,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  keep  this  paper  open  until  this  morning  for 
this  purpose.  I  am  now  able  to  say  that  about  noon  to-day  the  men 
were  sent  by  raUroad  to  Greenhythe,  and  were  put  on  board  the  steamer 
City  of  Richmond.  This  vessel  cleared  for  Bermuda,  and  as  there  was 
not  yesterday,  the  day  she  sailed  or  went  out  of  dock,  any  authority 
indorsed  on  her  register  authorizing  her  captain  to  sell  her,  and  as  she 
then  stood  registered  in  the  name  of  E.  L.  Golbourne,  I  think  the  prob- 
abilities are  that  she  is  taking  men  and  stores,  possibly  munitions  of  war 
also,  to  some  privateer.  The  orders  given  to  the  men  for  £10  each  were 
drawn  by  Richard  W.  Curtis,  understood  to  be  a  purser  in  the  rebel 
naval  service,  and  were  drawn  on  H.  P.  Maples,  No.  4  Arthur  street 
east,  London  Bridge,  and  are  dated  London,  January  9,  1865.  An  at- 
tested copy  of  one  of  the  orders,  drawn  in  favor  of  William  Young,  is 
hereto  annexed. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  MORSE,  Consul. 

Hon.  Charles  Fkancis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  LonMon. 
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London,  January  9, 1865, 

Mr.  E.  p.  Maples, 
[stamp,]  4  Arthur  street  East,  London  Bridge : 

Please  pay  William  Young,  or  order,  ten  pounds. 
£10.  EIOH'D  W.  CURTIS. 

Consulate  F.  S.  A.,  London. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  order  iu  the  hands  of  William 
Young,  fireman,  late  of  the  Florida. 

JOSHUA  MUKff. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl. Russell. 

United  States  Legation, 

London,  January  14, 1865. 

My  Lord  :  Since  dispatching  my  note  this  morning  I  hare  received 
further  information  in  regard  to  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  from  the 
same  source.  I  hasten  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  a  copy 
of  another  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  dated  this  morning. 

I  pray  you  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera* 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussbll,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Mqrse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  January  14, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  assured  by  our  consular  agent  at  Calais,  and  other  equally 
reliable  sources  of  information,  that  forty  seamen  and  of&cers  left  Calais 
at  midnight  on  Tuesday  night  last,  as  passengers  on  the  steamer  Velocity 
for  London.  This  steamer  runs  between  Calais  and  London  on  the  Gen- 
eral Steam  Navigation  Company's  line.  The  men  did  not  come  to  Lon- 
don, but  were  put  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  City  of  Eichmond  some- 
where down  the  river.  When  those  who  controlled  the  City  of  Rich- 
mond at  Greenhythe  saw  that  their  movements  were  kept  under  obser- 
vation, the  steamer  was  got  under  way  with  all  dispatch,  and  left  behind 
nine  or  ten  of  the  London  privateersmen,  who  went  Sown  to  the  train 
following  that  which  took  down  the  men  who  succeeded  in  getting  on 
board.  Thirty-six  men,  all  of  whom  are  said  to  have  served  on  board 
either  the  Alabama,  Georgia,  or  Florida,  are  known  to  have  gone  on 
board  at  Greenhythe.  These,  with  the  forty  men  and  rebel  naval  officers 
from  Calais  who  joined  her  down  the  river,  make  seventy-six  men  on 
board  the  City  of  Richmond,  which  she  is  taking  out  of  this  country  to 
some  rebel  privateer. 

A  telegraph  from  Falmouth  last  evening,  not  received  tiU  this  morn- 
ing, informs  me  that  the  City  of  Eichmond  had  not  then  arrived  there, 
but  was  expected.  I  shall  be  promptly  notified  on  her  arrival  there, 
should  she  go  there.  The  man  called  Captain  Earley,  who  shipped  them, 
went  down  the  river  on  the  steamer  with  them,  and  has  not  yet  returned. 
The  men  who  left'  this  port  are  mostly  English  subjects,  and  have  been 
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in  the  rebel  privateering  service.  They  were  kept  under  observation 
and  particularly  cautioned  against  being  drawn  into  conversation  in 
reference  to  their  shipment  and  destination  by  any  person,  and  no  testi- 
mony could  be  obtained  from  them.  The  nine  or  ten  men  left  will  prob- 
ably be  sent  to  Calais,  or  to  the  City  of  Eichmond  should  she  touch  at 
Falmouth  for  coal,  or  at  any  other  port  on  the  English  coast.  Should 
the  government  here  think  it  a  case  requiring  its  attention,  I  feel  quite 
sure  all  that  these  men  know  ia  reference  to  their  shipment  and  desti- 
nation can  readily  be  obtained. 

Though  I  am  not  now  able  to  furnish  legal  proof  of  the  fact,  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  seventy-six  passengers,  except  the  officers  on 
board  the  City  of  Eichmond,  have  been  engaged  in  this  country  for  a 
rebel  privateer.  Whether  they  are  to  join  the  Shenandoah,  or  some 
other  privateer  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  or  a  new  one  in  Euro- 
pean waters,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

I  learn  also  that  John  Seymour,  called  "  John  the  Greek,"  and  another 
foreigner,  have  jiist  received  orders  to  engage  men  for  the  rebel  service. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul 

Hon.  Chaeles  Feajicis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  16, 1865. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  14th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  two  letters,  dated  respectively  the 
10th  and  14th  of  this  month,  which  have  been  addressed  to  you  by  the 
United  States  consul  in  London. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Chaeles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  tfic,  &c. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  January  27, 1865. 

SiE :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  does  not  appear  to  her  Majesty's  government,  from 
the  information  which  you  have  furnished  to  me,  or  from  such  informa- 
tion as  they  have  otherwise  been  able  to  obtain,  respecting  the  Hawk 
and  the  City  of  Eichmond,  that  either  of  these  vessels  is  intended  for 
the  war  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  still  less  that  there 
has  been  any  illegal  equipment  ta  this  country  of  either  vessel. 

With  regard  to  the  men  supposed  to  have  enlisted  into  the  confederate 
service,  the  greater  part  of  whom  appear  to  have  already  sailed  for  Nas- 
sau by  the  City  of  Eichmond,  it  seems,  indeed,  to  be  probable  that  they 
came  together  for  some  purpose  connected  with  the  war  service  of  the 
Confederate  States ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  possession  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  show  either  that  any  particular  persons  among 
them,  being  natural-born  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  have  enlisted  in  that 
service,  or  have  left  this  country  with  a  view  to  such  enlistment,  or  that 
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any  of  them,  whether  natural-born  subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  have 
been  induced  to  enlist  in  this  country,  or  to  go  from  here  for  the  purpose 
of  enlistment,  by  any  particular  person  or  persons  now  amenable  to  hei 
Majesty's  jurisdiction. 

The  information  which  her  Majesty's  government  possesses  with  regard 
to  such  of  these  men  as  belonged  to  the  Florida  rather  leads  to  the  con- 
clusion that  when  they  arrived  in  this  countryitom  Bahia,  they,  whether 
subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  were  already  in  the  confederate  service, 
and  that  no  new  enUstment  or  engagement  in  this  couritry  need  be 
supposed  in  order  to  account  for  their  coming  together  and  going 
out  to  a  port  from  whence  they  may  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  Confeder- 
ate States. 

I  have,  further,  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  when  the  particular 
facts  relative  to  the  engagement  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  were  under 
the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government,  on  the  occasion  of  th^ 
presence  of  some  of  them  at  Liverpool,  it  was  found  that  they  had  been 
engaged  and  shipped  at  Mobile,  in  the  Confederate  States,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  did  not  seem  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  justify 
the  expectation  that  they  could  be  successfully  prosecuted  for  ajjy 
offense  against  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Whether  the  men  now  in 
question  were  part  of  the  same  crew,  or  were  enlisted  for  the  Florida 
at  some  other  place  and  under  different  circumstances,  does  not  at  all 
appear. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  is  not 
at  present  any  such  evidence  before  them  of  a  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act — either  by  the  equipment  or  fitting  out  of  the  ships 
Hawk  and  City  of  Eichmond,  Or  either  of  them,  or  by  the  enUstment 
or  procurement  of  men  in  this  country  for  the  confederate  war  service — 
as  would  justify  them  in  taking  any  legal  steps  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chakles  FBANCfts  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  <J&c.,  <&e. 


CASES  OF  THE  AJAX  AND  THE  HEECULBS. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  879.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  February  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Lord  Eussell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  7,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of 
two  letters  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Liverpool,  touching  the  building  and  outfit  of  a  vessel  called 
the  Hercules-,  at  Dumbarton,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  history  of  the  Ajax  is  well  known 
to  me  from  the  fact  of  her  accidental  detention  at  Kingston,  in  Ireland, 
on  her  departure  outward,  by  reason  of  the  refusal  of  some  of  the  men 
to  sail  in  her,  because  they  had  been  deceived  as  to  her  true  character. 
Yet,  instead  of  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  the  allegation,  it  appeared 
that  the  authorities  at  Kingston  proceeded  to  punish  the  men  as  muti- 
neers. 

I  likewise  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  an  advertisement 
taken  from  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  the  1st  instant,  going  to  show 
that  the  crew  of  the  vessel  formerly  known  as  the  Alabama,  being  all  of 
them  British  subjects,  enlisted,  in  violatiofl  of  law,  on  a  voyage  of  hos- 
tility to  the  United  States,  are  openly  paid  their  wages  by  agents  of  the 
insurgents  in  a  British  port,  just  as  if  they  had  been  embarked  in  a 
common  undertaking,  faUy  recognized  by  aU  the  British  authorities. 

It  is  not  without  great  pain  that  I  am  constrained  to  admit  the 
impression  that  her  Majesty's  government  seem  to  be  almost  without 
the  power  to  restrain  the  commission  of  this  systematic  abuse  of  the 
law  of  neutrality  within  her  territories.  I  regret  it  the  more  that  it 
seems  to  be  gradually  fixing  in  the  minds  of  my  countrymen  a  convic- 
tion that  there  is  little  reciprocal  force  in  treaty  obligations,  and  hence 
that  it  is  expedient  for  them  to  be  released,  as  far  as  possible,  from  those 
into  which  their  government  has  heretofore  cheerfully  entered  with 
Great  Britain.  I  trust  I  need  not  say  to  your  lordship  that  this  state  of 
things  is  regarded  by  me  as  most  unfavorable  to  the  best  interests  of 
both  nations,  which  would,  in  my  view,  dictate  rather  a  closer  approxi- 
mation than  any  alienation. 

!Not  having  had  any  reason  to  doubt  the  favorable  disposition  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  I  still  cherish  the  hope  that  some  additional 
means  may  be  devised  to  correct  the  evils  complained  of,  and  to  restore 
that  confidence  in  reciprocity  of  friendly  action  which  is  the  only  stable 
foundation  of  all  international  relations  of  amity  throughout  the  world. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  (fee,  (fee,  <&c. 

[InolosureB.] 

1.  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  2,  1865.         \ 

2.  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams,  February  4,  1865. 

3.  Advertisement  about  the  Alabama,  from  Daily  Post.  [See  "Eebel 
Cruisers,"  subdivision  "  Alabama,"  post] 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

IJnited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  2,  1865. 
Sir:  a  steamer  called  the  Hercules  is  now  fitting  out  on  the  Clyde, 
and  which  I  understand  is  a  sister  steamer  to  the  Ajax,  that  recently 
sailed  from  the  same  river,  and  built  and  owned  by  the  same  parties. 
I  think,  from  what  I  learn,  she  is  intended  for  a  gunboat  for  the  rebels, 
and  has  been  built  for  that  express  purpose.  I  understand  they  are  fit- 
ting her  out  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  that  she  will  be  ready  for  sea  in 
about  eight  days. 

I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the  steamer  Ajax,  above  referred  to,  is  to 
be  used  as  a  gunboat  to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and  was 
built  ajad  fitted  out  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d&c,  (£c.,  (fee. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Glasgow,  February  4, 1865. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  and  the  steamer 
Hercules,  which  was  supposed  to  be  intended  for  a  confederate  gunboat, 
I  have  now  to  report  that  this  steamer  was  built  by  P.  Denny,  of  Dum- 
barton, and,  as  is  said,  or  pretended,  for  McCleese  and  Knott,  I  believe, 
of  Glasgow ;  but,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  for  the  so-called  con- 
federate government  in  the  southern  States  of  America,  now  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States.  She  is  at  present  at  Dumbarton,  on 
the  Clyde,  very  nearly  completed ;  is  to  have  a  trial  trip  on  Wednesday 
next ;  has  three  hundred  tons  of  coal  on  board,  and  is  to  sail  in  a  very 
few  days.  She  is  a  double-screw  boat,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons 
register,  and  five  hundred  tons  burden,  with  two  engines,  combining 
one  hundred  and  fifty  horse-power,  nominal ;  the  hull  one  hundred  and 
seventy  feet  long,  twenty-five  feet  beam,  and  eleven  and  a  half  feet 
depth  of  hold,  drawing  about  eight  feet  water;  one  funnel,  two  masts; 
the  fore  one  brig-rigged;  the  last,  schooner-rigged;  the  decks  flush 
fore-and-aft;  the  timbers  are  of  angle  iron,  heavy  and  very  close,  so  as 
to  give  her  great  strength ;  plated  over  with  iron  plates,  and  two  inches 
of  cement  in  thickness  on  the  inside,  and  four  inches  of  wood  on  the 
inside  of  the  cement ;  making  a  thickness  of  six  inches  independent  of 
the  iron  plates.  The  deck-beams  are  strong  enougli  to  hqld  guns  of 
any  size.  From  her  build  and  the  material  used,  and  the  manner  it  is 
put  together,  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  any  vessel  of  her  size  stronger 
than  she  is.  The  bulwarks  are  made  purposely  low,  like  those  of  the 
steamer  Alexandra,  built  at  Liverpool,  so  the  pivot-guns  and  swivels 
can  be  fired  over  them.  The  huU  is  divided  into  three  water-tight  com- 
partments ;  the  forecastle  is  fitted  up  with  twenty-two  berths,  and  a 
mess  table  for  this  number,  constructed  to  screw  up  like  those  used  on 
ships  of  war.  The  space  in  what  is  called  between-decks,  or  more  pro- 
perly in  the  middle  compartment,  is  fitted  up  with  thirty-two  berths, 
with  a  like  mess  table  for  their  accommodation ;  then  follows  the  engine- 
room,  and  accommodations  for  the  engineers,  and  then  the  after-cabin, 
which  has  ten  state-rooms,  five  on  each  side,  for  the  officers.  There  is 
310  hatchway  for  taking  in  cargo,  or  space  in  the  vessel  for  stowing  any- 
thing but  her  coals,  provision,  and  ammunition  for  her  cruise.  'She  is 
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to  carry  two  pivot-guns,  and  one  or  more  swivels.  No  preparations,  so 
far  as  can  be  seen,  (except  the  space  left,)  are  made  for  mounting  the 
guns.  It  is  not  probable  that  this  is  to  be  done  in  port,  but,  like  her 
sister  ship  the  Ajax,  built  by  the  same  party,  will  clear  and  sail  as  a 
merchant  vessel,  as  was  also  done  in  the  case  of  the  pirates  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Oreto,  and  Sea  King,  and  then,  as  in  the  other  cases,  mount  the 
guns,  and  take  in  her  ammunition  and  supplies  from  some  other  English 
vessel,  and  enter  upon  her  cruise  of  devastation  and  destruction.  They 
have  put  up  as  a  blind  across  the  hinder  part  of  the  steamer  a  tempo- 
rary wooden  tow-rail,  to  pass  her  off  to  casual  observers  as  a  tug-boat. 

The  foreman  in  the  yard,  by  name  of  Leslie,  a  brother-in-law  to  the 
builder,  says  he  does  not  know  for  what  purpose  she  is  to  be  used,  or 
where  she  is  to  go.  From  the  above  description  you  will  perceive  that 
she  is  built  for  war  purposes,  and  nothing  else.  My  information  from 
private  and  confidential  sources  is,  that  she  is  for  the  confederates,  and 
to  be  used  as  a  privateer  to  burn  and  destroy  our  commerce,  and  to 
make  war  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  of  which  I  have 
not  myself  the  least  doubt.  To  show  the  peculiar  form,  power,  and  con- 
struction of  the  vessel,  abundant  testimony  can  be  obtained ;  but  of  the 
intentions  of  the  parties  in  building  her,  and  the  purpose  for  which  she 
is  to  be  used,  I  have  no  positive  evidence  but  froni  confidential  sources, 
and  I  suppose  none  can  be  obtained  short  of  the  parties  who  are  build- 
ing and  fitting  her  out,  and  I  have  no  power  to  compel  or  make  them 
testify. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Ohahles  Francis  Adams,  i 

United  States  Minister,  <S}c.,  &o.,  (&c. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Opfice,  Febrttary  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  7th  instant,  and  delivered 
at  the  Foreign  Office  at  a  lato  hour  yesterday  evening  after  the  close  of 
business;  but  not  being  marked  immediate,  it  did  not  come  under  the 
notice  of  the  uuder-seeretary  of  state  until  1  p.  m.  to-day. 

The  matter  shall  be  immediately  attended  to,  but  in  the  mean  time  I 
wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  dates  of  the  letters  which  you  inclose. 
The  first  letter  of  the  United  States  consul,  at  Liverpool,  is  dated  the  2d 
instant,  and  affirms  that  a  steamer  named  the  Hercules  is  fitting  out  in 
the  Clyde  for  the  confederate  service,  and  that  this  vessel  is  to  be  ready 
for  sea  in  eight  days.  The  second  letter  which  you  transmit  to  me  is 
dated  G-lasgow,  the  4th  instant,  and  contains  further  information  respect- 
ing this  vessel,  and  states,  moreover,  that  the  trial  trip  is  to  take  place 
to-day. 

Li  a  former  instance  I  was  able  by  means  of  the  lord  advocate  to 
prosecute  the  owners  of  a  vessel  building  in  the  Clyde,  and  to  get  a  ver- 
dict entered  by  consent  which  defeated  the  purpose  of  the  confederate 
agent.  But  these  operations  are  very  quick,  and  unless  I  have  timely 
notice  I  can  have  but  little  hopes  of  stopping  these  nefarious  transac- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

'  EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Bussell. 

Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  February  9,  1865. 
My  Lord  :  I  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  to  yon  copies  of  two  depo- 
sitions which  have  this  moment  come  to  hand  tonching  the  outfit  of  the 
two  vessels  from  GlasgoV  called  the  Ajax  and  Hercules.  I  have  strong 
reasons  for  the  belief  that  the  first  vessel  is  already  cruising  on  the  ocean 
as  a  privateer,  and  the  other  is  about  to  follow  her  immediately.  I 
scarcely  deem  it  necessary  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  depo- 
sition of  John  Melley,  as  justifying  the  refusal  to  proceed  oh  the  voyage 
by  the  seamen,  in  the  examination  at  Kingston,  notwithstanding  which 
they  are  punished  by  the  authorities  as  having  committed  an  offense. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c.,  * 

OHAELES  FEANCES  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Etjssell,  &c.,  cfcc,  &o. 

[Inclosures.] 

1.  Deposition  of  John  Melley,  February  6, 1865. 

2.  Advance  note,  the  Ajax. 

3.  Deposition  of  George  Smith,  February  6,  1865. 


Deposition  of  John  Melley. 

I,  John  Melley,  of  Glasgow,  seaman,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and 
say :  In  the  month  of  January  last  past,  being  in  want  of  a  ship,  saw 
Captain  Adams,  of  the  steamer  Ajax,  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  in  Glasgow; 
he  told  me  she  was  a  tug  or  tow-boat  gowing  to  Nassau,  and  that  he 
would  like  me  to  go.  I  signed  the  articles  for  a  voyage  to  Nassau  for 
thre'e  pounds  ten  shillings  per  month.  Two  days  afterwards,  on  a  Fri- 
day, I  went  on  board  of  her,  lying  at  anchor,  about  two  miles  from  Green- 
ock— ^the  tail  of  the  bank.  She  sailed  that,  same  night  about  12  or  1 
o'clock.  We  arrived  at  Kingston,  Ireland,  the  next  morning.  I  left  the 
vessel  at  Kingston  and  returned  to  Glasgow.  Captain  Adams  was  in 
command.  The  crew  consisted  of  eight  sailors,  twelve  firemen,  and  three 
engineers.  There  was  one  person  on  board  who  was  formerly  the  captain 
of  the  confederate  steamer  Fingal,  who  was  to  have  command  of  the  Ajax 
as  soon  as  Captain  Adams  left.  I  discovered  as  soon  as  1  got  on  board 
of  her,  and  before  she  sailed,  that  she  was  intended  for  a  war  vessel. 
She  was  fitted  up  for  one  in  every  particular.  In  the  fore  part  of  the 
vessel  eighty-four  berths  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the  men. 
There  were  also  mess  tables  for  the  same  number  of  men,  arranged  so 
as  to  screw  up  the  same  as  on  a  war  vessel.  I  have  served  on  board  of 
a  war  vessel,  and  know  something  of  their  construction.  I  saw  two 
gun-breeches  on  board.  There  were  five  buckets  also.  The  next  morn- 
ing after  we  sailed  I  went  to  the  captain  and  told  him  I  was  not  going 
to  be  shanghied.  He  replied,  that  I  was  not  going  to  be  shanghied.  I 
told  him  this  vessel,  the  Ajax,  was  a  southern  privateer,  and  that  I 
believed  she  had  her  guns  and  ammunition  on  board.  He  would  hardly 
give  me  any  satisfaction,  but  said  it  was  not  so.  I  told  him  the  captain 
of  the  Fingal  was  on  board  to  take  charge  of  her.  He  made  no  reply 
to  this,  except  that  he  himself  was  captain  now.    The  captain  of  the 
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Fingal  kept  himself  concealed  as  much  as  he  could.  He  is  a  southern 
man.  After  we  got  into  Kingston  we  got  on  the  rocks.  I  told  the  cap- 
tain I  would  not  go  in  the  vessel,  on  account  of  her  being  a  southern  pri- 
vateer. He  denied  this.  I  told  him  she  had  guns  and  ammunition  on 
board.  He  could  not  or  did  not  deny  this.  I  told  him  that  if  he  did 
not  let  me  go  on  shore  and  leave  the  vessel,  that  I  would  make  a  com- 
plaiut  to  the  American  consul  and  to  a  magistrate,  and  have  the  vessel 
seized  on  the  ground  of  her  being  a  confederate  privateer.  He  then 
agreed  that  I  might  leave  her  and  return  back  to  Glasgow,  which  I  did. 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  about  her — the  Ajax — being  a  war  vessel  for 
the  confederates  in  America.  All  the  men  on  board  were  satisfied  that 
she  was  a  privateer,  and  to  be  used  for  no  other  purpose.  At  the  time 
I  signed  the  articles  I  received  from  Captain  Adams  an  advance  for  £3 
and  10  shaiings,  payable  by  Patrick  Henderson  &  Co.,  of  Glasgow,  ten 
days  after  the  ship  sailed.  I  knew  the  captain  of  the  Fingal ;  saw  him 
when  in  command  of  her  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 

JOHN  MELLEY. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  at  Glasgow,  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1865. 

A.  GALBEAOK,  J.  P. 


Seaman's  advance  note. 

Glasgovt,  9th  day  of  January,  1865. 
Ten  days  after  the  departure  of  the  ship  Ajax  from  the  last  port  or 
place  in  the  river  or  Firth  of  Clyde,  in  wliich,  from  any  cause,  she  may 
be,  before  finally  leaving  for  the  voyage,  for  which  this  note  is  issued, 
pay  to  the  order  of  John  Melley  the  sum  of  three  pounds  ten  shillings, 
being  an  advance  of  wages,  provided  the  said  seaman  sails  in  and  con- 
tinues on  board  of  the  vessel,  and  has  previously,  and  during  that 
period,  been  duly  earning  his  wages,  in  terms  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment. 

GEORGE  M.  ADAM. 
Messrs.  P.  Henderson  &  Co., 

West  St.,  Vincent  Place. 


Deposition  of  George  Smith. 

I,  George  Smith,  of  Dumbarton,  iron-ship  builder,  being  duly  sworn, 
do  depose  and  say:  I  work  in  the  ship-yard  of  P.  Denny,  of  Dumbarton, 
and  have  worked  there  since  the  month  of  August  last  past.  I  worked 
on  two  steamers  built  by  Mr.  Denny — one  called  the  Ajax,  which  sailed 
for  E'assau  some  days  ago,  and  on  the  Hercules,  which  is  still  at  Dum- 
barton, and  now  nearly  ready  for  sea.  They  are  sister  ships,  were 
known  in  the  yard  as  the  twin  screws,  and  built  off  of  the  same  model. 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  their  construction  and  everything  about  them. 
The  frames  are  of  angle-iron — very  strong — stronger  than  1  ever  saw  in 
vessels  of  their  size.  This  frame-work  is  covered  with  iron  plates, 
strongly  and  securely  riveted  to  the  frame- work.  The  inside  has  cement 
two  inches  thick,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  cement  a  wood  lining  four 
inches  in  thickness.  The  cement  does  not  come  up  to  water-mark, 
but  the  wood  lining  comes  up  above  this.  The  beams  that  support  the 
upper  deck  are  very  close  and  strong  for  vessels  of  this  size — strong 
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enougli  to  sui>port  guns  of  almost  any  size.  The  hull  is  in  three  water- 
tight compartments.  The  forecastle  is  fitted  up  with  twenty-two  berths, 
and  a  mess  table  for  this  number  of  men,  made  so  as  to  screw  up  to  the 
ceiling.  The  middle  compartment  is  fitted  up  with  twenty-six  berths — 
none  of  them  large  enough  to  hold  two  i)ersons— with  a  similar  mess 
table  large  enough  to  accommodate  this  number  of  persons,  made  to 
screw  up  to  the  ceiling. ,  The  after  cabin  is  fitted  up  with  twelve  sepa- 
rate state-rooms.  The  bulwarks  are  low — a  pivot  gun  could  be  fired 
right  over  them.  The  decks  of  the  vessels  are  flush  fore  and  aft.  There 
is  space  on  each  vessel,  near  mid-sMps,  where  pivot  guns  can  be  placed. 
There  are  also  two  portholes  cut  on  each  side  of  the  vessels,  making 
four  portholes  on  each  vessel,  but  so  cut  and  concealed  that  they  would 
not  be  observed  by  a  casual  inspection.  They  have  hinges  and  are 
secured  with  bolts  on  the  inside,  and  can  be  opened  and  used  at  any 
time.  These  portholes  are  suitable  for  guns.  I  put  on  the  hinges  for 
those  on  the  Hercules  this  very  day.  You  cannot  see  them — the  port- 
holes— from  the  outside.  From  the  best  of  my  judgment  these  port- 
holes are  for  guns.  I  cannot  see  that  they  can  be  used  for  any  other 
purpose.  Each  steamer  has  one  funnel  and  two  masts.  The  fore  masts 
are  brig-rigged,  the  hindmost  schooner-rigged.  They  are  to  carry 
very  large  sails.  The  screws  are  double,  and  driven  by  two  engines. 
The  boilers  and  engines  are  so  constructed  as  to  be  protected  from  shot 
or  shell  by  the  coal-bunkers.  There  is  an  apartment  under  the  fore 
peak,  all  iron,  suitable  for  storing  powder,  and  which  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a  magazine,  and  suitable  for  that  purpose.  From  the  material 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  Ajax.  and  Hercules,  the  strong  manner 
they  are  built,  and  the  peculiar  construction  and  fittings,  I  should  say 
that  they  are  both  adapted  and  have  the  appearance  of  being  for  war 
purposes — what  are  called  and  generally  known  as  gunboats — and  in 
my  opinion  are  intended  for  gunboats  and  for  war  purposes.  The  gen- 
eral opinion  of  all  the  people,  workmen  in  the  yard,  is  that  they  are  for 
war  purposes,  and  they  are  called  gunboats  by  them — this  general 
appellation  by  which  they  were  known  in  the  yard.  It  is  not  known  for 
whom  they  are  being  built  by  the  men,  but  they  suppose  and  think  for 
the  confederates  in  America. 

GBOEGE  SMITH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  February,  1865. 

W."  N.  WATSOK, 
One  of  her  Majesty'' s  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Lanark. 


Earl  Bvssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  9, 1865.     . 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's,  date,  inclosing  copies  of  two  depositions  respecting  the  outfit 
of  the  two  vessels  from  Glasgow,  called  the  Ajax  and  the  Hercules. 
And  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating 
copies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

'So.  1338;J  Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Washington,  April  5,  1865. 
Sir:  I  transmit  with  this  communication  a  copy  of  the  following 
papers,  namely  a  note  *  *  *  of  the  14th  of  Pebraary.  relative  to 
those  [the  movements]  of  the  steamer  Ajax  *  *  *  addressed  to  the 
British  minister,  and  one  of  the  1st  instant  from  J.  Hume  Burnley, 
esq.,  inclosing  in  reply  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  last  month, 
addressed  to  him  by  the  lieutenant-governor  of  Bermuda. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
(Jhaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &e. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  14, 1865. 

Sir:  Information,  which  is  fuHy  credited,  has  been  received  at  this 
department  that  the  steamer  Ajax,  which  recently  sailed  from  Kings- 
ton, Ireland,  has  gone  out  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  as  a  war  ves- 
sel; that,  although  she  was  not  armed,  she  had  one  hundred  hammocks 
ready  to  be  put  up ;  that  her  armament  has  gone  or  will  go  in  some  sail- 
ing vessel  to  meet  her  at  some  concerted  point,  to  be  there  transferred 
to  her.  In  order  the  more  effectually  to  screen  her  piratical  designs,  it 
is  understood  that  she  will  visit  Nassau  before  taking  on  board  hef 
armament. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  the 
expediency  of  your  putting  her  Majesty's  authorities  at  Halifax,  Ber- 
muda, and  Nassau  on  their  guard  to  prevent  the  armament  within  their 
jurisdiction  of  this  vessel  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

Washington,  April  1, 1865. 
Sir:  With  reference  to    *     *    *    your  note  of  the  14th  of  February, 
relative  to  the  movements  of  the  Ajax,  a  copy  of  which  note  I  communi- 
cated to  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  his 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

'  F.  O.  ADAMS. 

For  MR.  BUENLET, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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3lr,  Mawley  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Bermuda,  March  14,  1865. 

Sua:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatches  from 
you  dated  the  17th  of  Januarj^,  1865,  and  the  16th  of  February,  1865, 
both  with  inclosures  from  the  State  Department  at  Washington,  and 
both  warning  me  of  suspected  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  use  British  ports  for  belligerent  purposes. 

In  reply,  I  can  only  state  that  every  vigUance  will  be  used  to  prevent 
or  punish  a  breach  of  the  law,  should  it  be  attempted  or  take  place. 
Without  convincing  evidence  it  is  of  course  impossible  to  set  the  law  in 
action,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  must  be  aware  that 
the  information  furnished  me,  through  you,  even  if  it  could  be  substan- 
tiated here,  is  not  of  such  a  character  as  would  justify  legal  interference. 

W.  G.  HAWLET. 

J.  H.  BUENLET,  <6c.,  &0.,  &c. 


CASE  OP  THE  VIEGINIA. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  879.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  FebrvMry  16, 1865. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Lord  Eussell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 

rebels. 

********* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  doc.,  die. 


Mr.  Adams  to  jEarl  Eussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  30,  1865. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  27th  instant, 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  16th,  furnishing  information  of  certain  opera- 
tions of  the  emissaries  of  the  American  insurgents  within  this  kingdom. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmitacopy  of  another  letter  from  Mr.  Morse, 
the  consul  at  this  place,  giving  further  information  on  the  same  subject. 
The  object  of  these  papers  is  to  furnish  cumulative  evidence  that  this 
kingdom  is,  in  point  of  fact,  yet  made,  as  it  has  been  heretofore  contin- 
ually made,  the  base  of  operation  hostile  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  on  the  ocean,  by  the  agents  and  emissaries  of  the  insurgents  in 
conjunction  with  British  subjects. 

However  skillfully  this  action  may  be  covered,  the  fact  itself  cannot 
but  be  regarded  by  the  nation  liable  to  be  seriously  affected  by  the  re- 
sults as  a  practical  violation  of  neutrality,  as  well  as  a  legitimate  cause 
of  complaint. 


THE  VIRGINIA.  175 

It  is  not  in  the  province  of  a  party  injured  by  sjuch  a  steady  and  per- 
sistent course  of  aggression  to  enter  into  any  examination  of  'a  suitable 
policy  of  prevention,  if  tlie  proper  means  are  not  already  in  existence.  It 
is  sufftcient  for  the  present  purpose  that  it  should  endeavor  to  place 
upon  record  the  evidence  which  goes  to  justify  its  painful  sense  of  the 
wrong  that  is  committed  at  the  hands  of  a  nation  with  which  it  is  at 
peace. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Ettssell,  t&c,  <&c.,  (&c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  privateersmen  who  left  the  Thames  on  the  City  of  Eichmond 
went  to  Cherbourg,  France,  where  they  remained  on  board  about  one 
week.  I  learn  from  our  consular  agent  at  Cherbourg  that  they  are  now 
on  board  a  steamer  at  Omanville,  waiting  to  be  transferred  to  the  corsair 
on  which  they  are  to  serve. 

The  City  of  Eichmond  has  left  the  port  of  Cherbourg,  and,  as  is  sup- 
posed, proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Bermuda,  for  which  island  she  cleared 
from  the  port  of  London. 

If  the  men  were  intended  for  service  of  any  kind  on  the  other  side, 
would  they  not  have  continued  their  voyage  on  the  City  of  Eichmond, 
as  she  is  nearly  new,  and  in  the  late  storm  on  the  coast  proved  an  excel- 
lent, staunch  sea-boat  1  I  think  there  is  no  question  about  the  men 
being  re-engaged  for  the  rebel  service,  and  received  £10  advance  here 
before  leaving. 

It  has  been  said  for  the  last  month  or  more  ia  the  councils  of  confeder- 
ate agents  in  Europe,  and  even  by  the  head  of  their  navy  department  in 
Europe,  Commodore  Barron  himself,  that  they  expected  to  get  out  two 
privateers,  at  least  by  the  last  of  January,  or  earlyin  February.  Possibly 
the  City  of  Eichmond  may  be  one  of  them,  and  may  have  gone  to  the 
place  appointed  to  take  on  her  armament,  crew,  &c. 

There  are  two  ships  or  steamers  now  in  this  port,  of  which  there  are 
better  reasons  for  suspicion  than  there  was  of  the  Sea  King,  now  the 
Shenandoah.  One  is  the  Virginia,  a  few  days  ago  the  Zealous.  She  is 
a  sister  ship  to  the  City  of  Richmond.  She  is  nearly  new,  over  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  net,  and  said  to  be  a  remarkably  fine  vessel.  She  went, 
I  learn,  to  Greenhithe  this  morning.  She  has,  so  far  as  known  to  us, 
nothing  but  coals  in  at  present,  and  had  not  cleared  for  any  port  last 
evening,  though  her  crew  signed  articles  for  Bermuda,  and  there  their 
arrangement  ends.  She  will  probably  leave  the  river  to-morrow,  per- 
haps earlier.  The  other  is  a  double-screw  steamer,  just  completed  for 
Mr.  Dadgeon,the  builder  of  the  privateers  Tallahassee  and  Ohickamauga. 
She  is  now  called  No.  40,  and  is  entered  out  for  Bermuda.  I  have  seen 
this  steamer,  and  think  she  must  be  not  far  from  eight  hundred  tons,  and 
not  at  all  suitable  for  blockade-running ;.  she  is  too  large  and  draws  too 
much  water. 

Like  the  Sea  King,  any  steamer  now  destined  for  privateering  fits 
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away  as  a  commercial  vessel,  and  there  is  nothing  about  her  movement 
before  she  leaves  port,  or  until  within  a  few  hours  of  her  leaving,  when 
she  may  suddenly  change  owners,  and  her  master  be  given  authority 
to  sell  at  a  given  sum  out  of  British  waters,  to  create  any  mistrust  of 
the  purpose  of  those  who  control  her  here. 

Under  such  a  mode  of  operations  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  us  to  get 
testimony  in  season,  and  sufftciently  strong,  to  ask  for  their  detention. 
The  only  course  left  me,  therefore,  is  to  call  your  attention  to  all  cases 
offering  any  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion,  and  leave  them  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  you  may  deem  most  expedient. 

No.  40  is  now  in  Victoria  dock. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 

Hon,  Chabi.es  p.  Adams,  United  States  Minister. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  learned  that  the  double-screw 
Ko.  40  has  Louisa  Anna  Fanny  on  her  stern,  without  stops  between  the 
names.  She  is  nine  hundred  tons,  and  the  men  on  board  who  went  on 
the  trial  trip  say  she  went  eighteen  miles  per  hour.  This  is  probably  an 
exaggeration,  but  no  doubt  she  is  very  fast. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEBi&N  Office,  February  1, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Morse 
respecting  the  vessels  the  Virginia  and  the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  which 
are  suspected  to  be  intended  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  referred  these  papers  to  the 
proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government,in  order  that  due  inquiry 
may  be  made  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

ETJSSELL. 

Chaeles  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  t&c.,  <S;c. 


EQUIPMEHT  OF  THE  STONEWALL. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  873.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  9, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  presume  that  you  wOl  have  received  information  of  the  escape 
of  the  iron-clad  steamer  OMnde  from  Nantes,  and  the  transfer  of  rebel 
seamen  and  armament  from  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond,  sent  from  this 
port,  at  the  island  of  Houat,  on  the  French  coast,  from  other  sources, 
much  more  fully  and  circumstantially  than  I  have  been  able  to  obtain. 
In  treating  of  the  matter  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  the  share 
that  I  have  had  in  the  subsequent  proceedings. 

The  first  intelligence  I  had  came  on  Saturday,  the  28th  January,  in  a 
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telegram  througli  Liverpool  from  the  consul  at  Nantes,  stating  the  facts 
in  not  a  very  clear  way.  So  far  as  I  could  then  understand  it,  the  whole 
affair  had  been  carried  on  under  French  connivance,  and  with  French 
instruments,  so  that  I  took  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Bigelow,  at  Paris, 
would  be  the  proper  person  to  take  care  of  it.  At  the  same  time  I  knew 
that  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  who  had  first  received  the  informa- 
tion, would  let  the  government  know  of  it  by  the  steamer  that  sailed  that 
day. 

On  Sunday  morning  last  I  received  from  Mr.  Perry,  at  Madrid,  a  tele- 
gram anmouncing  that  an  iron-clad  ^teamer,  mounting  three  guns,  with 
seventy-four  men,  had  put  into  Corunna  to  repair  damages.  It  was  called 
the  Stonewall.  Not  having  a  doubt  of  the  identity  of  this  vessel,  I  immedi- 
ately sent  a  telegram  to  the  consul  at  Flushing,  directing  him  to  notify 
Commodore  Craven  at  once  of  the  facts.  He  replied,  the  same  day,  that 
the  commodore  was  already  gone  to  Dover,  to  which  place  he  would  for- 
ward my  message.  I  have  not  since  heard  anything  either  of  the  mes- 
sage or  the  commodore. 

It  turns  out,  from  later  information,  that  the  steamer  first  called  by  a 
French  name,  I'Expeditif,  which  met  this  vessel  to  supply  the  men  and 
armament,  was  in  fact  the  British  stean^er  City  of  Eichmond,  which  I 
knew  to  have  left  London  about  the  13th  of  January,  with  a  number  of 
men  enlisted  for  the  rebels.  I  had  already  apprised  the  British  govern- 
ment of  the  fact  of  her  departure,  though  I  could  not  then  mention  the 
destination.  And  the  Stonewall  turns  out  to  be  one  of  M.  Arman's  ves- 
sels, buUt  originally  in  France  for  the  rebels ;  then  negotiated  for  by  the 
Danish  government,  and  sent  to  Copenhagen  for  inspection,  but  rejected 
by  it  as  not  satisfactory ;  next  examined  and  inspected  by  Mr.  Barreda,  the 
Peruvian  minister  here,  and  found  unseaworthy ;  and,  lastly,  slipped  out 
of  France  by  the  original  party  that  was  responsible  for  it,  and  had  failed 
to  get  rid  of  it.  Under  these  circumstances  it  does  not  surprise  me  that 
after  trial  in  the  bay  of  Biscay  she  should  have  put  into  Ferrol  to  repair 
damages.  My  impression  is  that,  as  usual,  the  rebels  will  meet  with  a 
disappointment  greater  than  their  success.  If  Commodore  Craven  does 
not  dispose  of  her,  she  will  be  lucky  if  she  gets  across  the  Atlantic  in 
any  shape.  With  a  proper  degree  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  our  sea- 
men, her  prospect  of  getting  into  Charleston  will  not  be  very  brilliant, 
much  less  of  doing  our  fleet  the  anticipated  damage.  Forewarned  is 
forearmed  against  every  such  effort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAJMS. 

Hon.  William.  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1280.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  28, 1865. 
Sm:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  extract  from  a 
dispatch  of  the  11th  instant,  No.  437,  from  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at 
Liverpool,  respecting  the  English  steamer  the  City  of  Eichmond,  which 
is  alleged  to  have  carried  out  and  transferred  to  the  pirate  Stonewall  its 
armament,  supplies,  and  crew,  and  also  to  the  movements  of  the  steamer 
Laurel,  alias  the  Confederate  States. 

12  A  0 — VOL.  II 
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Is  is  presumed  that  you  have  already  brought  the  subject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

CHAKtEs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.*  &c.,  cfcc,  t&c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  Isi.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  11, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  sent  you,  on  Thursday  last,  a  telegram  by  way  of  Queenstown, 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  steamer  which  left  here  on  Wednesday,  that  the 
report  we  had  about  the  rebels  having  one  of  the  iron-clads  built  at  Bor- 
deaux was  true.  I  understand  she  is  now  in  one  of  the  Spanish  ports — 
iias  gone  there  for  repairs.  The  fact  that  they  have  her,  and  that  she 
is  partially  armed  and  manned,  there  is  no  doubt  about.  She  was  met 
by  the  English  steamer  City  of  Eichmond  oft'  the  coast  of  France,  and 
her  armament,  which  was  made  here  in  England,  transferred  to  her  with 
supplies  for  a  cruise",  and  an  English  crew.  My  information  is  that  she 
is  now  called  the  StonewaU.  Fearing  that  she  might  attempt  to  run  into 
some  of  the  northern  seaport  towns  and  lay  them  in  ashes — ^possibly 
obtain  entrance  by  practicing  some  deception,  as  flying  the  English  flag, 
the  same  as  has  been  frequently  done  by  these  piratical  vessels — I  have 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Draper,  the  collector  at  Ifew  York,  and  request- 
.  ing  him  to  inform  the  other  collectors  of  her  being  loose,  and  to  put  them 
on  their  guard. 

The  EngUsh  steamer  Laurel,  the  same  that  took  out  from  here  the  arm- 
ament and  men  for  the  pirate  Sea  Bling,  returned  to  this  port  on  Thurs- 
day last.  She  came  in  ballast  from  If  assau,  in  command  of  Captaiu  Eam- 
sey,  an  Englishman,  the  same  man  who  took  her  out,  and  is  consigned  to 
Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  They  now  call  her  the  Confederate  States,  of 
Charleston,  and  pretend  that  she  has  been  transferred  to  the  so-called 
confederate  government.    She  flies  the  confederate  flag. 

The  schooner  Catharine  Anne  cleared  from  here  on  the  9th  instant  for 
^fassau,  in  command  of  T.  Evans.  She  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
tons  burden,  and  was  cleared  by  I.  Glynn  &  Sons.  Her  cargo  consists 
of  three  hundred  bags  of  saltpeter,  some  rifles,  and  army  clothing  and 
blankets  iatended  for  the  rebels. 

The  English  bark  Walkington,  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  tons  bur- 
den, commanded  by  E.  Waugh,  was  entered  to  load  for  Nassau  on  the 
31st  of  January,  by  Prichard  &  Co.  She  has  taken  in  already  three  hun- 
idred  and  thirty-seven  cases  of  long  Enfield  rifles,  containing  twenty  in 
each  case,  making  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty,  (the  cases  are 
marked  C.  H. — O.  B.,)  and  eight  hundred  bags  of  saltpeter.  She  will 
also  take  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of  lead  and  a  quantity  of  ma- 
chinery, all  intended  for  the  confederates.  ^ 

I  understand  the  English  merchants  here  intend  to  keep  up  their  com- 
munications with  the  South,  and  send  them  supplies  by  way  of  Mata- 
moras,  Galveston,  and  Florida,  and  that  they  are  making  extensive 
arrangements  to  carry  it  on  by  way  of  these  places,  especially  by  way 
of  Matamoras. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  tfec,  <&c.,  (fee. 


EQUIPMENT   OF   THE    STONEWALL.  179 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

Xo.  1302.J  Department  op  State,    , 

Washington,  March  13, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  liave  before  me  several  dispatches  relating  to  the  affair  of  the 
pirate  Stonewall,  alias  Olinde,  alias  Stoerkodder. 

For  the  sake  of  convenience,  as  weU  as  with  a  view  to  the  advantage 
of  having  all  the  representatives  of  the  United  States  concerned  in  the 
question  equally  well  informed  of  the  opinions  of  this  government  there- 
upon, I  cast  my  reply  to  the  several  dispatches  before  mentioned  in  the 
form  of  a  circular,  which  is  addressed  not  only  to  the  representatives 
before  named,  but  also  to  yourself,  who  wUl  find  that  in  this,  as  in  all 
like  cases,  you  have  a  responsibility  to  discharge  in  the  matter. 

The  before-named  vessel  is  a  steam  ram.  She  is  one  of  two  ships  of 
that  class  which  were  built  by  Arman,  a  shipwright  at  Bordeaux,  and 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  at  Paris,  under  a  contract  with 
and  for  the  use  of  insurgents  in  the  civil  war  now  existing  in  the  United 
States.  She  was  for  that  reason  denounced  by  us  to  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment of  France,  when,  upon  full  investigation,  jt  was  ordered  that 
she  should  not  leave  France  in  the  character  or  for  the  purposes  for 
which  she  was  built,  and  should  leave  that  country  only  in  the  case  of 
her  being  actually  sold  to  a  party  which  shall  be  neutral  in  regard  to  our 
civil  war.  The  vessel  was  reported  to  the  imperial  government  as  hav- 
ing been  sold  to  the  government  of  Denmark,  which  then  was  and  yet  is 
a  neutral  power,  and  upon  that  report  she  was  sent  under  a  French  flag, 
to  be  delivered  at  Copenhagen.  The  government  of  France  informed 
this  government  of  that  proceeding,  and  I  had  the  honor  to  express  the 
satisfaction  of  the  United  States  with  that  disposition  of  the  subject. 

The  vessel  received  a  partial  armament  whUe  at  Copenhagen.  After 
remaining  there  several  months,  she  departed  from  that  port,  as  is  said, 
with  a.  Danish  crew,  and  under  a  Danish  flag,  and  after  some  delay,  in 
which  she  made  Swedish  and  Dutch  ports,  she  came  up  to  the  island  of 
Houat,  within  the  marine  jurisdiction  of  France,  where  she  received  sea- 
men, coals,  and  supplies  from  a;  steamer  which  had  been  sent  out  for 
that  purpose  from  some  British  port,  understood  to  be  Liverpool,  and 
thus  furnished  she  gave  up  the  Danish  flag  and  crew,  and  exhibited  her- 
self under  an  insurgent  flag,  as  a  rebel  ship  of  war.  Houat  is  an  obsctire 
place,  not  subjected  to  any  actual  government  surveillance.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  imperial  government  to  the  appearance  of  the  vessel  there  was 
invoked  by  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  was  promptly  given.  But  in  the  meantime 
the  Stonewall  went  to  sea,  and  very  soon  afterwards  she  put  in  at  Ferrol, 
in  Spain,  in  real  or  pretended  distress,  and  asked  for  leave  to  repair. 

Mr.  Perry  remonstrated,  and  asked  that  the  vessel  should  be  detained. 

While  the  application  was  pending  a  steamer,  with  an  intended  rein- 
forcement taken  from  the  crew  of  the  pirate  Florida,  recently  captured 
at  Bahia,  proceeded  from  Liverpool  to  Ferrol  or  Corunna.  The  govern- 
ment of  Spain  declined  to  detain  the  vessel,  and  decided  to  allow  her 
repairs,  limited  practically  to  the  extent  of  rendering  her  capable  ofi  living 
at  sea.  That  government  is  understood  also  to  have  refused  to  allow  her 
crew  to  be  reinforced,  or  her  munitions  of  war  to  be  increased.  Mr.  Perry 
protested  against  the  decision  of  the  Spanish  governmeijt  against  allow- 
ing any  repairs  whatever,  and  generally  against  the  attribution  of  a 
lawful  belligerent  character  to  the  Stonewall.    In-  the  meantime  the 
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United  States  steamship  Niagara  arrived  at  Oorunna,  and  the  Sacra- 
mento is  reported  as  being  on  her  way  to  that  port. 

The  dispatches  befofe  me  report  the  communications  which  our  repre- 
sentatives at  Paris,  Madrid,  and  Copenhagen  respectively  have  made, 
and  the  rights  they  have  attempted  to  establish  against  the  several 
governments  for  interposition  and  activity  to  prevent  the  pirate,  ship 
from  entering  upon  her  appointed  career.  I  have  delayed  to  answer 
these  dispatches,  in  the  hope  that,  by  reason  of  obstacles  and  perils  suffi- 
ciently manifest,  her  unlawful  enterprises  might  possibly  be  abandoned, 
or  at  least  might  be  defeated.  This  government  has  already  causes  of 
complaint  against  the  maritime  States  concerned  in  this  case,  suffi- 
ciently numerous  and  sufficiently  grave.  It  prefers  rather  to  cultivate 
peace,  harmony,  and  friendship  with  these  powers  than  to  seek  new  occa- 
sion for  contention,  and  it  will,  therefore,  esteem  it  a  subject  of  felicita- 
tion if  the  apprehensions  which  the  present  case  have  excited  shall  not 
be  realized;  circumstances  seem  to  favor  the  wishes  of  the  government 
in  this  respect.  Our  latest  telegraphic  advices  assure  us  that  the  Stone- 
wall is  absolutely  unseaworthy;  that  for  that  and  other  reasons  the 
criminals  who  have  her  in  their  possession  are  seeking  to  rid  themselves 
of  her. 

I  confine  myself  in  these  circumstances  to  a  few  positions  without 
argument: 

First.  I  aj)prove  of  aU  the  representations  and  proceedings  reported 
in  the  several  dispatches  before  me,  and  especially  those  of  Mr.  Perry, 
including  his  protest  of  the  date  of  February  9. 

Secondly.  I  desire  that  each  of  the  several  ministers  to  whom  this  dis- 
patch shall  come,  while  making  the  above  approval  known,  shall  at  the 
same  time  assure  the  government  to  which  he  is  accredited  that  the 
United  States  are  satisfied  that  the  government  with  which  he  is  thus 
in  communication  has  acted  in  regard  to  the  Stonewall  in  good  faith, 
and  in  a  spirit  of  ffiendship  towards  the  United  States;  and  that  what- 
ever has  occurred  in  connection  with  the  Stonewall  to  compromise  any 
foreign  state  has  been  effected  through  overreaching  intrigues  of  bad 
and  desperate  men,  who  have  employed  treachery  and  fraud  to  defeat 

the  vigilance  and  evade  the  laws  of  the  governments  concerned. 

■  »  *  #  *  *  # 

[The  remainder  of  this  dispatch  is  printed  under  "  Belligerent  Eecog- 
nition."    Yol.  I,  p.  286.] 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  d;o. 
(Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Perry,  and  Wood.) 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1315.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington.,  March  21, 1865. 
Sir:  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  esq.,  our  consul  at  Nassau,  on  the  18th 
instanf  informed  me  that  the  steamer  City  of  Eichmond  had  arrived  at 
that  port  from  England,  via  Bermuda;  that  it  was  understood  at  Nassau, 
from  a  passenger  from  Bermuda,  that  a  large  amount  of  guns,  ammuni- 
tion, &c.,  had  been  transferred  from  that  steamer  to  the  iron-clad  vessel 
Olinde,  alias  Stoerkodder,  alias  Stonewall;  that  it  was  said,  also,  that 
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it  was  tlie  mtention  of  the  captain  of  the  OUnde  to  run  in  and  destroy 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  and  other  eastern  seaports. 

The  steward  of  the  City  of  Eichmond  stated  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  after 
he  had  written  the  portion  of  his  dispatch  containing  the  foregoing  rep- 
resentations, that  the  steamer  City  of  Eichmond  transferred  about  sev- 
enty men  and  a  quantity  of  powder  and  some  tanks  on  board  of  the 
Oliade,  off  the  coast  of  France ;  that  these  men  came  on  board  of  the 
City  of  Eichmond,  in  the  Thames,  after  she  left  London ;  tliat  several 
so-called  confederate  officers  were  on  the  ship,  part  of  whom  had  charge 
of  these  men;  that  they  put  no  guns  on  board;  that  she  (the  Olinde) 
had  them  already  there;  and  that  she  was  said  to  have  come  from 
Prance. 

You  wiU  have  already  brought  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  the  part  taken  by  the  City  of  Eichmond  id  furnishing  the  iron- 
clad vessel  referred  to  with  men  and  munitions,  (if  not  with  arms,)  and 
you  win  make  such  use  of  the  information  now  imparted  as  may,  in 
your  judgment,  be  most  judicious. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  &c.,  dc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1317.]  Depaktmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  22,  1865. 
Sie:  Eeferring  to  my  No.  12S0,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  No.  1315,  of 
the  21st  iustant,  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  1st  instant. 
No.  159,  from  C.  M.  Allen,  esq.,  our  consul  at  Bermuda,  which  relates  to 
some  of  the  crew  of  the  late  piratical  vessel  Florida,  and  other  men  now 
at  Bermuda,  under  charge  of  a  rebel  agent,  waiting  to  ship  on  rebel 
vessels,  and  to  the  transfer  from  the  steamer  City  of  Eichmond  of  men, 
arms,  and  ammunition  to  the  Stonewall,  alias  Oliude,  alias  Stoerkodder. 
You  are  expected  to  make  such  use  of  the  information  thus  imparted,  in 
your  representations  to  her  Majesty's  government,  as  your  judgment  shall 
approve. 

'  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  159.1       Consulate  op  the  United  States  at  Beemxjda, 

March  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  No.  83,  with  inclosure,  is  at  hand. 

Sixteen  of  the  crew  formerly  belonging  to  the  Florida,,  with  many 
other  seamen,  are  here,  under  the  charge  of  the  rebel  agent.  Either 
the  Shenandoah,  or  a  rebel  iron-clad  called  the  Stonewall,  is  hourly 
expected  here.  ' 

The  steamer  City  of  Eichmond,  under  the  British  flag,  arrived  here  a 
few  days  since;  one  of  her  seamen  informs  me  they  took  from  Cher- 
bourg sixty  men,  which  they  put  on  board  the  Stonewall,  near  BeUe 
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Isle,  France ;  they  also  transferred  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition to  the  Stonewall,  then  under  command  of  a  Captain  Paige,  for- 
merly of  the  United  States  navy. 

The  authorities  here  are  usiag  their  utmost  vigilance  to'  prevent  the 
men  of  the  late  Florida  going  on  board  any  rebel  armed  vessel.  It 
having  been  supposed  that  the  City  of  Eichmond  would  take  them  from 
here,  the  lieutenant  governor  ordered  an  officer  of  the  customs  to  remain 
on  board  to  prevent  these  men  leaving  in  her. 

The  United  States  steamer  Connecticut  came  to  anchor  off  these 
islands  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  and  left  the  next  day. 
,    I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


C.  M.  ALLEK,  Consul. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  909.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  29, 1865. 
Sib:  a  telegram  in  the  foUowing  words  has  just  been  received  by  me 
from  Mr.  Harvey  at  Lisbon.    I  transmit  it  as  requested : 

"  Please  inform  department  immediately  that  cruiser  Stonewall  arrived 
here  Sunday  evening,  and  left  this  morning,  ordered  out  by  government 
on  my  application.  Magara  and  Sacramento  arrived  [last]  evening,  and 
remain  temporarily. 

"  HAEYEY. 
«  Lisbon,  March  28, 1865." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  912.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^,  March  30, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  read  with  great  interest  the  contents  of  your  dispatch 
1302,  of  the  11th  of  March,  addressed  to  me  in  common  with  several 
other  representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Europe.  I  shaU  take  care 
to  conform  my  action  to  the  wishes  of  the  government  so  far  as  any  may 
be  called  for  in  connection  with  the  equipment  and  manning  of  the 
StonewaU. 

It  appears  from  the  newspapers  of  this  morning  that  this  vessel, 
which  had  put  into  Lisbon,  was  obliged  to  quit  there  immediately;  and, 
further,  that  a  grave  diflculty  has  grown  out  of  an  alleged  attempt  by 
the  Niagara  and  Sacramento,  which  had  pursued  her  there,  to  leave  that 
port  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  authorities.  The  circumstances  are  not 
stated  upon  any  authority  that  can  be  relied  on.  I  presume  that  you 
will  receive  them  in  due  course  from  the  minister  iu  Portugal,  Mr. 
Harvey. 

I  continue  of  the  opiuion  that  the  Stonewall  will  prove  not  to  be  sea- 
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worthy.  She  may  be  indebted  for  her  safety  to  luck  in  the  absence  of 
trying  weather.  Hence  it  will  be  as  well  to  be  fully  prepared  against 
any  surprise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  927.]  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  Aj^ril  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  note  addressed  to 
me  by  Lord  Eussell  on  the  7th  instant,  reference  to  which  was  made  by 
me  in  my  dispatch  ISTo.  917,  of  last  week,  as  not  then  ready  to  be  sent. 
Lord  EusseU  has  acknowledged  the  reception  of  this  note,  but  has 
delayed  a  reply,  for  the  reason  assigned  in  my  Ko.  922,*  which  goes  to 
you  hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLTAivr  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  7, 1865. 

My  Lord  :         *  ****** 

It  is  impossible  to  be  insensible  to  the  injury  that  may  yet  be  impend- 
ing from  the  part  which  the  British  steamer  City  of  Eichmond  has  had, 
in  being  suffered  to  transport  with  impunity,  from  the  port  of  London, 
men  and  supplies,  to  place  them  on  board  the  French-built  steam-ram 
Olinde,  alias  Stoerkodder,  alias  Stonewall,  which  has,  through  a  contin- 
uously fraudulent  process,  succeeded  in  deluding  several  governments  of 
Europe,  and  in  escaping  from  this  hemisphere  on  its  errand  of  mischief 

in  the  other. 

##»#*#*  * 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  d:c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  932.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  yester- 
day from  Mr.  Dabney,  the  consul  at  Teneriffe,  announcing  the  arrival  at 

*  Dispatch  No.  922,  from  Mr.  Adams,  wiU  be  found  on  page  641,  vol"  I. 
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that  place,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  of  the  Stonewall,  in  tliree  days  from  Lis- 
bon, and  her  departure  on  tlie  1st  instant. 

It  does  not  appear  what  has  become  of  the  Magara  and  of  the  Sacra- 
mento. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAULES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dabney  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Teneriffe,  April  2, 1865. 

Sir  :  Being  unable  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Perry,  at  Madrid,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  bringing  to  your  knowledge  that  the  confederate-  ram 
StonewaU,  Commander  Page,  arrived  at  this  port  on  the  31st  of  March, 
at  6  p.  m.,  in  three  days  from  Lisbon. 

She  was  allowed  to  remain  here  only  twenty-four'hours,  during  which 
time  she  took  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of  'coal,  and  sailed  again 
on  the  1st,  at  6  p.  m.  Where  she  has  gone  it  is  impossible  to  say;  but 
the  general  opinion,  gathered  from  her  officers,  is  that  Bermuda  will  be 
her  next  port,  whence  she  intends  a  sudden  descent  somewhere  on  our 
coast. 

At  the  risk  of  repeating  what  must  be  well  known,  I  would  say  that 
she  is  a  most  formidable  vessel,  plated  with  6-inch  iron,  and  with  an 
enormous  ram  extending  from  her  bow  twenty-one  feet.  She  has  a  case- 
mated  forecastle,  containing  a  300-pounder  Armstrong  gun,  and  abaft 
her  mainmast  she  has  a  fixed  turret  containing  two  70-pounder  Armstrong 
guns,  and  which  is  shot-proof. 

She  is  five  hundred  tons,  three  hundred  horse-power,  and  has  a  crew, 
all  told,  of  eighty-five  men.  She  is  brig-rigged,  with  one  funnel,  and  has 
no  bowsprit.  She  must  depend  much  upon  her  sails,  as  her  spars  are 
very  heavy,  and  she  can  only  store  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coals, 
and. uses  thirty  tons  a  day  when  steaming  alone. 

She  steams  rapidly  but  rolls  very  much,  which  must  interfere  very 
much  with  the  mangement  of  her  guns  in  a  seaway. 

I  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  DABISTEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister  at  London. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1398.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  8, 1865. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  instructions  K"o.  1315,  March  21,  and  1317,  March 
22,  last,  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  steamer  City  of  Eichmond 
in  transferring  arms  and  men  to  the  iron-clad  Olinde,  or  StonewaU,  I 
beg  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  1st  instant 
from  the  War  Department,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Major 
Ludlow  to  General  Dix,  giving  the  information  derived  from  Ernest  W. 
Pratt,  th6  mate,  and  Eobert  Green,  the  steward  of  the  City  of  Eich- 
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mond,  in  relation  to  the  transaction  referred  to.    Ton  will,  perhaps,  find 
this  information  useful  in  discussing  the  matter,  though  it  is  regretted 
that  it  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  deposition  of  the  men. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTEE, 


Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  (fee,  &c. 


Acting  Secretary. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department, 
Washington  City,  May  1, 1865. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  asking  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  be  furnished  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  such  state- 
ments as  may  be  elicited  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  Eobert  Green,  two 
of  the  crew  of  the  City  of  Eichmond,  regarding  the  transacti(fii  in  which 
the  Sea  King 'was  engaged,  conveying  men  and  munitions  to  the  Ohnde, 
I  am  instructed  to  transmit  the  inclosed  report  from  Major  General 
Dix,  which  he  states  furnishes  aU  the  information  obtainable  in  the  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William'H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


A 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


C.  A.  DANA, 


[Report.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 
Wew  TorJc,  March  18, 1865. 

CrENERAx :  In  Compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  investigated 
the  case  of  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  Eobert  Green,  passengers  on  the  Cor- 
sica, from  Nassau,  who  arrived  last  evening  at  11  o'clock,  and  were 
arrested  by  of&cer  James  S.  (Jhalker,  of  the  revenue  service,  not  having 
the  necessary  passports,  and  were  brought  to  these  headquarters  this 
morning  for  examination. 

Pratt  was  secreted  in  the  captain's  room  and  Green  in  the  purser's 
room  during  the  time  aU  the  other  passengers  were  being  examined  by 
the  officer.  Pratt  was  the  mate  and  Green  was  the  steward  of  the  steamer 
City  of  liichmond.  This  steamer,  of  four  hundred  and  fiffcy-five  tons,  was 
owned  by  Cranshaw,  the  rebel  agent  in  London ;  was  fitted  out  there, 
loaded  with  coals  and  provisions  at  that  port,  and  cleared,  with  W. 
Scott  as  master,  about  the  3d  January  last,  for  Bermuda  or  any  of  the 
West  India  Islands,  with  the  understanding  on  the  part  of  Pratt  and 
Green  that  she  was  to  run  the  blockade.  After  leaving  London  she 
dropped  down  the  Thames  Eiver  about  eighty  miles  to  a  place  called 
Greenhithe,  and  there  took  on  board  some  boxes  of  smaU-arms,  between 
sixty  and  seventy  officers  and  men,  and  about  three  hundred  barrels  of 
gunpowder.  The  regular  crew  of  the  City  of  Eichmond  was  composed 
of  about  forty-five  officers  and  men,  taken  on  at  London.  After  ship- 
ping the  ammunition  and  men  she  steamed  for  the  coast  of  France,  and  in 
about  seven  days  arrived  off  Belle  Isle,  when  she  met  the  rebel  ram 
Olinde,  and  at  a  distance  of  about  four  miles  from  shore.    She  trans- 
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ferred  to  this  ram  all  the  officers  and  men  taken  on  at  Greenhithe,  a 
large  quantity  of  provisions,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  and  all  the  smaU-axms.  She  then  steamed  for  Bermuda, 
anchored  in  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  where  she  landed  some  of  her 
provisions  and  balance  of  gunpowder,  took  in  coal,  made  some  repairs, 
and  remained  in  port  about  a  week.  She  then  went  to  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  where  she  arrived  about  the  4:th  or  5th  March  instant. 
After  remaining  on  board  in  this  port  about  four  days,  all  the  officers 
and  men  were  ordered  on  shore  by  Captain  Scott,  and  some  functionary 
was  sent  from  the  town  to  enforce  the  order.  There  had  been  difficulty 
between  the  officers  and  crew  and  Captain  Scott,  growing  out  of  the 
manner  in  which  Captain  Scott  had  discharged  the  former  from  the 
ship.  After  they  had  left  the  ship  Captain  Scott  gave  her  into  the  hands 
of  one  Captain  Davidson,  not  a  British  subject,  who  had  come  out  in 
her  from  London,  and  was  the  agent  of  the  owner,  Cranshaw.  The  City 
of  Eichmond  was  at  Nassau  when  the  Corsica  left. 

The  above  facts  I  derived  from  an  examination  of  Pratt  and  Green. 
The  former  made  his  statements  very  unwillingly,  and  only  ia  reply  to 
pressing  and  searching  questions.  He  knows  much  more  than  he  admits, 
and  refused  to  answer  many  questions  I  put  to  him.  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  he  was  fally  aware  of  the  whole  objects  of  thefltting  out  the 
cargo,  the  passengers,  and  the  destiaation  of  the  City  of  Eichmond. 
I  inclose  herewith  the  certificate  of  discharge  of  Pratt  and  Green, 
and  the  communications  to  you  of  Mr.  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  United 
States  consul  at  Nassau,  N.  P.  The  Mr.  HoweU  therein  referred  to  gives 
upon  his  examination  no  additional  facts  to  those  above  stated. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Acting  Aide-de- Gamp  and  Acting  Injector  General, 

Department  of  the  East. 

Major  General  John  A.  Dix, 

Gommanding  D&partment  of  the  East. 


Headqxjaetees  Department  op  the  East, 

New  Yoric,  April  21, 1865. 

I  certify  on  honor  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  report  were 
derived  from  the  examination  of  Pratt  and  Green,  Except  the  fact  re- 
ported of  their  concealment  on  board  the  Corsica,  which  was  reported 
to  me  by  revenue  officer  James  S.  Chalker. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOV, 
Acting  Aide-de-Gamp  and  Acting  Inspector  General, 

Department  of  the  East. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  952,]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  11, 1865. 
SiK :  I  have  received  from  Lord  Eussell  a  note  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
7th  of  April  last,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  department 
with  my  No.  927,  of  the  13th  of  April.  Inasmuch  as  his  lordship  gives 
an  official  response  to  the  two  points  of  inquiry  which  I  was  instructed 
to  propose,  I  send  forward  a  copy  of  his  note  at  once  for  the  considera- 
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tion  of  the  President.  Now  that  there  seems  to  be  very  little  left  of  the 
elements  even  of  a  de  facto  government  in  the  insurgent  States,  the 
question  raised  is  likely  soon  to  expire  by  its  own  limitation.  I  perceive 
that  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  question  is  about  to  be  addressed  to 
the  government  this  evening  relative  to  this  subject.  Should  any  reply 
of  interest  be  elicited,  I  shall  take  care  to  furnish  you  a  report  of  it. 

In  the  note  of  Lord  Eussell  he  has  thought  it  proper  to  expand  the 
field  of  discussion  by  references  to  former  events  in  a  manner  which 
appears  to  leave  me  no  alternative  to  a  reply,  I  am,  therefore,  now 
engaged  in  drawing  up  such  a  paper.  This  wiU  leave  entirely  aside  the 
two  questions,  the  action  upon  which  is  of  course  reserved  for  the  exclu- 
sive judgment  of  the  government,  and  will  relate  only  to  the  historical 
matter  which  has  been  brought  into  play.  It  wiU  be  impossible  to  get 
it  prepared  to  send  this  week. 

I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  able  to  get  a  copy  to  you  by  the  steamer  of 
the  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  4, 1865. 

SlE :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  yotir  note  of  the  7th  of  April. 

»  #  #  #      '         *  #  * 

A  British  steamer,  the  City  of  Eichmond,  is  next  alluded  to  as  having 
been  allowed  to  take  supplies  from  the  port  of  London  and  to  place  them 
on  board  a  French-built  steam  ram,  known  as  the  Stonewall ;  and  you 
found,  upon  the  circumstances  to  which  you  have  thus  alluded,  a  charge 
against  Great  Britain  of  not  only  not  checking  improper  depredations 
on  United  States  commerce,  but  of  aiming  at  the  destruction  of  the 
whole  mercantile  navigation  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and  while  giving  credit  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  endeavoring  to 
check  Ulicit  proceediugs  of  British  subjects,  you  allege  that  the  measures 
adopted  ia  this  respect  by  her  Majesty's  government  have  never  proved 
effective,  and  that  the  evil  of  which  you  complain  has  its  origin  in  the 
fact  that  her  Majesty's  government  recognized  the  persons  in  arms 
against  the  United  States  as  belligerents,  and  thereby  improperly  gave 
them  a  status  which  has  led  to  a  long  continuance  of  hostilities ;  but  as 
the  ports  held  by  them  have  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  looked  with  confidence  to  a  removal,  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, of  this  ground  of  complaint.  You  conclude  by  expressing  a 
hope  that  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States  will  be  welcomed  in 
British  waters  in  the  same  friendly  manner  as  has  been  heretofore 

customary. 

##  #  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,'_^sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant,  -,^^c  ct^  r  t 

BUSbJiiijL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <S;c.,  i&c,  &c. 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  pursuant  to 
unofficial  intelligence  which  has  reached  here,  the  insurgent  ram  Stone- 
wall was  recently  anchored  near  the  port  of  Nassau,  after  Laving  cap- 
tured at  least  one  vessel  of  the  United  States  on  her  way  from  Europe. 
According  to  another  report,  an  United  States  schooner  which  had  been 
captured  by  insurgents  in  Chesapeake  Bay  had  reached  another  British 
island,  and,  though  her  restitution  was  asked  for  by  the  United  States 
consul  there,  the  request  was  refused  by  the  authorities. 

Assuming  this  information  to  be  correct,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  this  govern- 
ment must  expect  those  foreign  powers  which  have  hitherto  recognized 
the  piratical  cruisers  of  the  insurgents  as  entitled  to  belligerent  rights 
in  their  ports  and  on  the  high  seas  to  withdraw  that  recognition,  and  no 
longer  to  extend  countenance  and  protection  to  those  plunderers  and 
burners  of  vessels  of  the  United  States.  He  hopes,  also,  that  you  may 
be  authorized,  and  may  deem  yourself  warranted  by  your  knowledge  of 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  this  country,  to  instruct  or  request 
those  officers  of  her  Majesty's  colonial  possessions  adjacent  to  the  United 
States  to  refuse  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

I  am  instructed  to  add,  however-,  that  while  disclaiming  all  intention 
of  offering  any  threat,  if  it  should  not  be  competent  for  you  to  adopt  the 
measures  Teferred  to,  and  those  authorities  should  continue  to  welcome 
and  grant  hospitality  to  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents,  or  should  not  at 
once  be  checked  in  that  course  by  the  authorities  at  home,  this  govern- 
ment win  deem  itself  warranted  and  compelled,  with  all  reasonable  cour- 
tesies, to  adopt  any  course  by  which  those  vessels  may  be  prevented 
from  continuing  their  piratical  ravages  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  HUNTEE,  Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Frederick  "W.  A.  Bruce,  &c.,  &c.,  <&c. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

Washington,  May  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch, 
containing  information  from  unofficial  sources  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
ram  Stonewall,  and  on  the  course  said  to  have  been  adopted  with  respect 
to  a  schooner  captured  by  the  insurgents  and  carried  to  one  of  the  Brit- 
ish islands,  of  which  the  name  is  notgiven.  The  dispatch  further  repeats 
the  substance  of  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  President  on  the  10th  of 
May,  and  expresses  a  hope  that  I  may  feel  myself  authorized  to  instruct 
or  request  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  adjacent  to  the  United 
States  to  refuse  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

I  submitted  the  above  dispatch,  as  previously  the  President's  procla- 
mation, by  the  first  opportunity,  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

With  reference  to  the  power  lodged  in  the  governors  of  her  Majesty's 
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colonies  to  close  a  port  against  a  vessel  bearing  a  particular  flag,  I  -wish 
to  observe  that  though  a  certain  discretion  may  be  vested  in  a  governor 
in  dealing  with  a  purely  colonial  question,  the  case  assumes  a  very  dif- 
ferent aspect  where  the  question  is  one  of  international  rights,  the  solu- 
tion of  which  rests  within  the  power  of  the  imperial  government  alone, 
and  in  which  he  acts  under  positive  instructions. 

In  the  position  I  occupy  1  can  only  submit  to  him  the  views  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  with  such  information  as  may  enable  the 
governor  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this 
country. 

This  I  have  done  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  and  without  pre- 
suming to  express  what  course,  under  his  instructions,  the  governor  may 
consider  himself  at  liberty  to  pursue,  I  feel  convinced  that  within  the 
limits  of  his  power  Governor  Eawson  wiU  act  in  the  spirit  which  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  duties  of  good  neighborhood,  and  by  an  earnest  desire  to 
afford  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  government  of  a  friendly  nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FEEDEEIOK  W.  A.  BEIJCB. 

Hon.  W.  HUNTEK,  &c.,  (fee,  jfec. 


Mr.  Sunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'So.  1456.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  21,  1865. 
Sm:  Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  8th .ultimo,  No.  1398, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  1st  of  May,  from  the  War 
Department,  relating  to  the  information  derived  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt 
and  Eobert  Green,  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  steamer  City  of 
Eichmond  in  transferring  arms  and  men  to  the  iron-clad  Olinde,  I  now 
inclose  for  your  further  information,  and  such  use  as  you  may  deem  pro- 
per, an  authenticated  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  1st  instant  from 
Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  which  contains  the  deposition  of  six  of  the  crew  of 
the  steamer  referred  to  in  support  of  a  statement  made  by  Pratt  and 
Green.  This  paper,  as  it  stands,  may  be  found  useful,  but  it  is  suggested 
to  you  to  obtain,  if  practicable,  further  afildavits  from  the  same  parties 
as  to  the  part  the  City  of  Eichmond  took  in  supplying  the  Olinde  with 
equipment  and  crew. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTEE,  Acting  Secretary. 

Chakles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  <S;c.,  &c. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

WASHiNaTON,  June  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  informing  me  that  the  cases  of  E.  W.  Pratt  and  Eobert 
Green,  late  of  the  City  pf  Eichmond,  will  receive  the  early  attention 
of  the  State  Department. 

Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  has  forwarded  to  me  the  inclosed 
duly  authenticated  affidavits  of  the  chief  engineer,  boatswain,  and  four 
others  of  the  crew  of  the  above  vessel,  in  support  of  Mr.  Pratt's  asser- 
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tion  that  he  objected  to  the  alteration  of  the  ship's  course  after  passing 
TJshant. 

I  beg  that  due  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  statements  in  these 
afadavits,  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  return  them  to 
me  when  they  are  no  longer  required,  as  well  as  the  shipping  articles 
inclosed  in  my  note  of  the  17th  ultimo,  and  the  discharges  of  Pratt  and 
Green,  which,  as  I  am  informed,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  government,  and  which  the  prisoners  are  desirous  of  having 
restored  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

PEEDEEICK  W.  A.  BEUCE. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter,  cfcc,  cfec,  cfcc. 


[Inolosure.] 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  : 

I,  William  Webb  Yenn,  of  the  city  of  London,  notary  public  by  royal 
authority,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  and 
attest  that  on  the  date  of  the  date  hereof,  within  my  public  office,  Wil- 
liam W.  Yenn,  notary  public,  personally  came  and  appeared  William 
Stone,  Jeremiah  Coghlam,  Charles.  Bishop,  James  Poster,  William  Grey, 
and  David  Williams,  the  six  deponents  named  and  described  in  the  affi- 
davit hereunto  annexed,  under  my  official  seal,  who  did  then  and  there, 
upon  my  administering  to  them  respectively  oath  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists of  Almighty *God,  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  to  be  true  the  sev- 
eral matters  and  things  mentioned  and  set  forth  in  the  said  annexed 
affidavit. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  notarial  firm  and  said 
Fat?  AT  1  official  seal,  to  serve  and  avail  where  needful.  London,  the 
[SEAL.j   lothofMay.    In  fidsm. 

WILLIAM  W.  YENN, 
Notary  Public. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  oe  America  at  London. 
I,  Joshua  Nunn,  deputy  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
London  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and  cer- 
tify to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  William  Webb  Yenn,  who  hath 
signed  the  annexed  certificate,  is  a  notary  public,  duly  admitted  and 
sworn,  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  London  aforesaid,  and  that  to  all 
acts  by  him  so  done  full  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  given  in 
judicature  and  thereout. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  affixed  the  seal  of 
the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  London  aforesaid,  this 
[SEAL.]    11th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1865,  and  in  the  89th 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  said  United  States. 

JOSHUA  NUim. 

We,  the  undersigned,  William  Stone,  late  chief  engiaeer  of  the  steam- 
ship City  of  Eichmond,  and  now  residing  at  6  Arthurs  street,  Burdett 
road,  Limehouse,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  England;  Jeremiah 
Coghlam,  late  boatswain  of  the  said  steamship  City  of  Eichmond,  and 
now  residing  at  No.  3  Craven  Cottage,  Woodham  street,  Barking  road, 
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in  the  said  county  of  Middlesex;  Charles  Bishop,  late  quartermaster  of 
the  said  steamship  City  of  Eichmond,  and  now  residing  at  ISTo.  3  Craven 
Cottages  aforesaid ;  "William  Grey,  late  quartermaster  of  the  said  steam- 
ship City  of  Richmond,  and  now  residing  at  No.  41  Evan  street  aforesaid, 
jointly  and  severally  make  oath  and  say,  thatwe  severally  signed  articles 
to  join  the  said  steamship  City  of  Richmond  to  take  said  sliip  to  Ber- 
muda, or  to  one  of  the  other  West  India  Islands;  and  we  hereby  severally 
farther  say  and  declare  that  we  were  not  acquainted,  nor,  to  the  best  of 
onr  knowledge,  information,  or  belief,  was  Mr.  Ernest  Pratt,  the  first 
mate  of  the  said  steamship  City  of  Eichmond,  acquainted  with  the  inten- 
tions of  the  owners  or  captain  of  the  said  ship  in  reference  to  any  alte- 
ration of  the  said  ship  to  Bermuda,  or  to  any  other  of  the  West  India 
Islands;  and  we  further  jointly  and  severally  make  oath  and  say  that 
we  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  cargo  on  board  of  the  said 
steamship  City  of  Eichmond;  and  we  further  jointly  and  severally  declare 
that  when  at  sea  the  first  mate,  Mr.  Ernest  Pratt,  protested  to  Captain 
Scott,  the  captain  of  the  said  steamship,  against  the  alteration  that  he 
ordered  and  directed  to  be  made  of  the  course  of  the  said  steamship,  but 
that  he,  the  said  Ernest  Pratt,  as  well  as  the  several  above-named  depo- 
nents, were  compelled  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  said  Captain  Scott. 

WIlyLIAM  STONE. 

JEREMIAH  COCHLAM. 

CHARLES  BISHOP. 

JAMBS  FOSTER. 

WILLIAM  GREY. 

DAVID  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  by  the  above-named  deponents,  William  Stone,  Jeremiah  Cogh- 
1am,  Charles  Bishop,  James  Foster,  William  Grey,  and  David  WUliams, 
at  my  public  office,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  10th  day  of  May,  1865, 
before  me. 

WILLIAM  W.  VENN, 

Notary  Public. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  1017.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  20,  1865. 
SiE :  Acting  under  the  directions  contained  in  di^atch  from  the  de- 
partment No.  1456,  of  the  21st  of  June,  I  have  obtained  through  the  agency 
of  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  this  place,  certain  depositions  farther  to  show 
the  part  taken  by  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond  in  supplying  the  steamer 
Olinde,  alias  Stonewall,  with  equipment  and  crew.  Mr.  Morse  informs 
me  that  he  has  not  been  able  yet  to  obtain  any  further  evidence  from  the 
parties  heretofore  furnishing  testimony,  which  seems  to  have  been  the 
wish  of  the  government.  He  is,  however,  on  the  watch  to  find  them,  and 
whenever  he  succeeds  he  will  endeavor  to  procure  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H,  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[IncloBure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  OoNSuiATE, 

London,  July  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  day's  date,  I  herewith 
inclose  Ave  affidavits,  all  of  which  have  some  connection  with  the  steamer 
Gity  of  Eichmoiid,  when  she  left  this  port  as  a  supply  ship  to  the  rebel 
ram  Stonewall.  ,  .  ' 

The  depositions  of  William  Hall  and  James  Davis  are  quite  full  and 
explicit  as  to  the  transfer  of  powder,  shot,  shell,  and  rifles,  and  heavy 
cases,  as  well  as  provisions,  from  the  City  of  Eichmond  to  the  ram  Stone- 
wall, at  Belle  Isle,  coast  of  France. 

The  deposition  of  John  Morgan  shows  that  a  Colonel  Krenshaw,  said 
to  have  been  of  the  rebel  army,  appeared  to  control  the  City  of  Eichmond, 
which  favors  the  belief  that  she  was  reaUy  a  rebel  vessel.  I  have  parties 
in  search  of  the  six  men,  a  copy  of  whose  affidavits  you  caused  to  be 
sent  to  me  yesterday.  If  the  men  can  be  found,  and  the  information 
you  request  obtained,  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  without  delay.  You 
will  notice  by  the  depositions  herewith  inclosed,  that  they  were  taken 
some  weeks  ago.  I  did  not  send  them  to  you  before,  because  I  expected 
further  information  on  the  subject,  and  to  materially  strengthen  the  case 
by  additional  affidavits. 

I  have  obtained  several  affidavits  in  reference  to  the  privateer  Shen- 
andoah, which,  with  some  remarks  concerning  rebel  maritime  operations 
in  this  country,  I  intend  to  send  to  you  in  a  few  days. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 


[luolosure  No.  2.] 

I,  George  Hall,  of  Stockton-on-Tees,  England,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 
swear,  that  I,  being  an  ordinary  seaman  in  the  ship  Ellen,  of  Sunderland, 
was  sent  on  shore  to  make  a  warp  fast  to  the  steamboat  having  hold  of 
her;  when  I  let  go  the  warp  I  ran  down  to  the  dock  gate  to  try  and  get 
on  board  of  my  ship,  but  I  could  not.  I  then  went  to  the  British  consul 
in  Dunkirk,  and  asked  him  to  send  me  home  to  my  own  country,  but  he 
would  not.  I  then  traveled  to  Calais;  when  I  arrived  there  I  went 'to 
the  British  consul  and  asked  him  to  send  me  home;  this  he  refused  to 
do.  I  then  went  down  to  the  dock  and  asked  the  captain  of  the  Aid,  of 
Sunderland,  if  he  would  give  me  a  passage;  he  said  he  would  not. 
Shortly  after,  I  was  walking  up  and  down  the  quay,  where  the  Eappa- 
hannock  was  lying,  and  an  officer  came  ashore  from  her  and  asked  me 
what  I  was  doing,  and  where  I  had  been.  As  soon  as  I  answered  him, 
he  said  "I  had  better  go  on  board  his  ship;"  I  said  "I^To,  not  without  I 
like."  He  immediately  replied,  "If  you  do  not  come  you  will  be  made;" 
so  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  go  voluntarily;  I  did  so,  but  at  the 
time  I  did  not  know  what  nation  she  belonged  to.  The  officer  when  he 
came  to  me  was  in  plain  clothes.  I  was  then  sent  on  the  forecastle,  and 
a  watch  was  placed  over  me.  I  was  afterwards  examined  by  the  doctor, 
and  then  sent  to  the  captain's  cabin.  The  articles  of  war  were  read  over 
to  me  (it  was  then  I  discovered  what  the  ship  was)  by  the  first  lieutenant, 
Mr.  Miller,  to  the  effect  that  I  was  to  engage  for  three  years  to  Serve  in  the 
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confederate  na-s^,  to  sink,  burn,  and  destroy  all  American  merchant  ship- 
ping. I  was  engaged  as  landsman  and  fireman.  To  receive  £4  6s.  8^.  per 
month,  and  as  soon  as  I  went  to  sea  I  was  to  get  £10  bounty.  I  had  to 
swear  on  the  holy  Bible  that  I  would  serve  on  these  conditions.  I  was 
not  long  on  board  before  I  was  anxious  to  get  away,  owing  to  the  cruel 
treatment  practiced  on  the  crew.  I  was  placed  in  irons  for  one  month 
for  being  a  federal  spy;  I  was  innocent  of  the  charge.  About  five  weeks 
ago,  Mr.  John  Early,  known  by  the  name  of  Captain  Early,  and  who 
keeps  a  tobacconist  shop  in  London,  brought  some  men  on  board ;  two 
of  them  were  Spaniards,  and  had  been  lodging  with  him  (Mr.  Early)  for 
a  week.  Mr.  Miller  paid  him  two  months'  advance  for  each  of  these  men, 
which  he  kept.  They  both  broke  out  of  irons  last  Friday  week,  and 
deserted  from  the  ship.  Mr.  Early  kept  the  money  for  the  men's  keep 
while  in  London,  and  for  expenses.  About  two  weeks  after,  Mr. 
Early  brought  some  more  men ;  one  of  them  had  been  serving  in  the 
Florida.  The  paymaster  paid  Mr.  Early  these  men's  advance,  which  he 
also  kept  for  their  keep  and  expenses.  On  last  Monday  week  Mr.  Early 
also  brought  on  board  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gibson ;  this  man  was  paid 
off  from  the  Florida,  in  London,  and  with  others  was  brought  on  board 
by  Mr.  Early  also.  On  the  28th  December  last,  Gibson  and  others  were 
sent  to  London  a  day  or  two  after,  and  were  to  have  gone  in  the  City  of 
Richmond,  steamer.  Gibson  missed  his  passage,  and  it  was  then,  on 
last  Monday  week,  Mr.  Early  brought  him  back  to  the  Rappahannock ; 
as  before  stated,  he  was  paid  two  months  in  advance,  and  Mr.  Early 
kept  the  money.  When  he  took  Gibson  on  board  there  were  no  officers 
to  be  seen,  and  Early  stopped  in  Calais  that  night,  and  it  was  on  the 
following  day  he  drew  Gibson's  money.  The  night  Mr.  Early  stopped 
in  Calais  I  met  him  on  shore,  and  he  begged  of  me  never  to  mention 
that  I  had  seen  him  there.  "William  Anderson  was  shipped  and  brought 
on  board  about  four  months  ago  as  ward-room  steward.  He  was  not  long- 
aboard  before  he  was  accused  of  being  a  northern  spy,  and  was  kept  in 
irons  a  fortnight;  when  released  he  was  told  that  should  he  be  caught 
speaking  to  any  northerners,  he  would  be  kept  in  irons  with  a  watch 
over  him  until  the  ship  got  out  to  sea;  he  would  then  be  hung  up  to 
the  yard-arm  and  fired  at  like  a  dog.  Early  also  received  and  kept, his 
advance  money. 

On  Tuesday  night,  the  10th  January,  eighty-two  men  left  the  Eappa- 
hannock.  Twenty-one  men's  names  were  called  and  told  off  to  go  to 
Dover;  twenty-one  more  were  told  off  to  join  a  blockade  runner  in 
London,  and  forty  men  were  to  go  in  the  Velocity.  The  hammocks, 
were  piped  up  and  the  men's  names  were  called  out  about  11  o'clock;; 
their  bags  were  put  on  shore  and  placed  in  three  carts.  The  men  were 
told  that  they  had  to  go  on  board  the  Velocity,  and  that  they  would  be 
put  on  board  a  steam-tug,  and  then  on  board  the  City  of  Eichmond,  lying 
in  the  river  Thame&;  they  were  to  keep  everything  as  quiet  as  possible,, 
as  they  were  going  on  a  very  particular  service.  Two  officers  were  on 
deck  with  loaded  pistols,  and  they  threatened  to  blow  any  man's  brains 
out  that  should  attempt  to  escape.  The  advances  for  the  seaman  brought 
by  Mr.  Early  were  paid  to  him  in  my  presence,  and  he  always  signed  a 
paper  for  them. 

GEOEGE  HALL. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  oface,  Ko.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of 
London,  this  2i8th  day  of  January,  1865,  before  me, 

'  JNO.  CASTLE  GEtlfET, 

A  London  Commissioner'to  administer  oaths  in  chancery. 

13  A  0— VOL.  n  , 
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[Inolosure  No.  3.] 

I,  James  Davis,  of  London,  England,  stoker,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 
sincerely  swear,  that  I  was  shipped  on  board  the  ship  City  of  Richmond, 
of  London,  in  the  early  part  of  January  last,  (I  was  not  shipped  at  a 
shipping  offlce,)  and  acted  as  one  of  the  stokers.  She  left  the  Victoria 
dock  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  January,  and  dropped  down  to  Greenhithe,  and 
between  that  date  and  the  10th  of  January  she  received  on  board  over 
three  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  and  some  boxes  which  appeared  to  be 
shot;  they  were  heavy;  and  there  were  also  some  very  heavy  barrels  taken 
on  board;  they  contained  shot;  these  were  all  taken  on  board  during 
the  night,  after  aU  lights  had  been  put  out  on  board,  generally  between 
half  past  ten  and  half-past  eleven.  On  the  10th  January  we  left  Green- 
hithe  after  receiving  on  -board  about  one  hundred  men ;  part  of  these 
men  came  from  London,  and  were  brought  on  board  by  a  man  named 
John  Early ;  I  distinctly  heard  the  men  say  that  John  Early  brought 
them  down ;  the  remainder  came  alongside  from  boats  which  had  brought 
them  from  the  Calais  steamer.  After  they  had  got  on  board  we  weighed 
anchor  and  went  away,  leaving  two  boat-loads  of  men  which  the  captain 
would  not  wait  for,  as  he  had  news  that  he  was  being  looked  after,  and 
thought  it  would  be  too  hot  for  him ;  we  then  steamed  to  Cherbourg,  and 
staid  there  some  days.  I  believe  he  had  orders  to  go,  as  he  would  not 
be  allowed  to  remain  there ;  he  went  away  from  there  to  Kantes,  and 
from  there  to  Belle  Isle,  and  dropped  anchor  there.  The  following  day  a 
small  screw  steamer  hove  in  sight,  and  asked  us  where  from,  and  what 
was  our  cargo.  The  captain  answered,  "Machinery  from  London;"  on 
re(jeiving  this  answer  she  steamed  away.  Two  days  after  this  the  ram 
Stonewall  came  alongside,  and  a  confederate.  Captain  Davis,  went  on 
board  of  her  and  arranged  to  receive  cargo  from  the  City  of  Eichmond. 
The  next  day  the  hatches  were  open,  and  the  powder,  boxes  of  shot,  and 
cases,  which  I  was  informed  were  Minnie  rifles,  were  put  on  board  the 
Stonewall;  there  were  also  barrels  of  beef,  pork,  and  other  provisions  put 
on  board.  .After  that  we  had  put  all  of  the  stores  that  were  intended  for 
the  Stonewall  on  board,  the  captain  of  the  City  of  Eichmond  issued  orders 
to  all  the  men,  that  if  any  of  them  wished  to  volunteer  to  go  on  board  the 
Stonewall  they  were  at  liberty  to  join  her,  but  must  leave  the  ship  as 
deserters.  The  carpenter,  the  fourth  engineer,  and  a  steward  joined  her ; 
and  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Stonewall  came  to  me  and  wanted  me  to 
go  as  boiler-maker  in  her,  and  he  offered  me  £9  a  month  to  join  her,  but 
I  would  not  go ;  he  further  offered  me  one  month's  advance  and  £18 
bounty,  and  promised  to  send  my  wife  a  half-pay  note  as  soon  as  we 
arrived  at  Bermuda;  but  I  would  not  go.  After  we  had  completed  our 
delivery  to  the  Stonewall,  and  hearing  that  some  federal  men-of-war 
were  in  the  neighborhood,  we  hove  up  anchor  and  went  away,  the 
Stonewall  keeping  company  with  us  for  a  day  and  night,  and  then  we 
parted;  we  went  then  right  to  Maderia.  On  arrival  there,  and  as  I  went 
on  shore  without  leave,  the  captain  took  me  and  three  others  before  the 
British  consul  for  coming  ashore  without  leave  on  Sunday  to  go  to  church ; 
the  consul  threatened  to  discharge  me,  and  did  discharge  me  against  my 
will;  I  told  him  I  would  see  into  it  as  soon  as  I  got  home.  The  captain 
had  previously  said  we  should  be  discharged  at  the  first  port  we  came 
to,  because  we  refused  to  join  the  Stonewall.  We  also  told  the  consul 
that  the  ship  was  filled  with  contraband  of  war,  but  he  would  not  listen 
to  us.  From  there  we  were  sent  to  Lisbon  by  Blendy  &  Co.,  and  when 
we  arrived  at  Lisbon  I  then  told  the  consul  how  we  had  been  discharged, 
and  he  said  it  was  illegal.    Prom  there  we  were  sent  by  the  same  people 
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to  Southampton  in  the  mail  boat.  I  did  not  sign  the  shipping  articles 
of  the  City  of  Eichmond  until  I  arrived  at  Cherbourg ;  there  were  four 
lieutenants,  two  engineers,  a  sergeant  of  marines,  and  boatswain  in  the 
confederate  service,  as  well  as  about  one  hundred  men,  all  passengers, 
and  who  went  on  board  the  Stonewall. 

JAMES  DAVIS. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  oflSce,  l^To.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of 
London,  this  13th  day  of  March,  1865,  before  me, 

JNO.  CASTLE  CANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  chancery. 


[Inclosure  No.  4.] 

Affidavit^  &c. 

I,  William  Hall,  of  Dover,  Kent,  England,  fireman,  do  hereby  sol- 
emnly and  sincerely  swear,  that  I  was  shipped  from  Tower  Hill  shipping 
office  as  stoker  for  the  steamship  City  of  Eichmond.  I  signed  articles 
there  to  serve  for  a  period  not  exceeding  four  months  on  a  voyage  to  the 
West  Lidies,  or  the  east  coast  of  North  America.  She  left  Victoria  dock 
on  Tuesday,  the  7th  January,  and  dropped  down  to  Greenhithe,  and 
between  that  date  and  the  10th  January  she  received  on  board  about 
two  hundred  barrels  of  .powder  and  some  boxes,  which  appeared  to  be 
shot.  They  were  very  heavy,  and  there  were  also  some  very  heavy  bar- 
rels taken  on  board;  these  were  aU  taken  on  board  during  the  night, 
from  a  lighter  or  sailing  barge,  after  aU  lights  had  been  put  out  on  board, 
between  half-past  ten  and  half-past  eleven.  On  the  10th  January  we 
left  Greenhithe  after  receiviug  on  board  about  one  hundred  men,  and 
some  confederate  offtcers ;  part  of  these  men  were  from  Liverpool,  and 
had  just  been  discharged  from  the  Florida,  part  from  the  Eappahannock 
at  Calais.  They  came  in  the  Calais  steamer,  and  the  remainder  were 
brought  on  board  by  a  man  named  John  Early.  Some  of  the  men  that 
went  down  with  Early  were  from  the  Eappahannock  also.  After  they 
had  got  on  board  we  went  away,  steam  and  anchor  beiug  up  ready,  leav- 
ing two  boat-loads  of  men,  which  the  captain  would  not  wait  for,  as  he 
had  news  that  some  person  was  watching  him.  We  then  steamed  to 
Cherbourg  and  staid  there  some  days.  While  there  all  the  stokers  met 
in  the  stoke-hole  and  told  the  engineers  that  we  did  not  wish  to  go  any 
further  in  the  ship.  The  chief  engineer  said,  you  have  signed  articles 
to  go  in  the  ship,  and  you  must  remain  in  her.  We  did  so,  but  very 
reluctantly.  We  thought  if  we  did  not  do  so,  having  such  a  mob  of  men 
and  ofiacers  for  the  confederates,  we  would  be  made,  and  consequently 
roughly  handled.  I  told  the  engineer  that  owing  to  the  cargo  and  the 
men  she  had  on  board,  they  could  not  by  rights  compel  me  to  stop,  but,, 
unfortunately,  I  could  not  help  myself  then.  After  remaining  in  Cher- 
bourg four  or  five  days  we  steamed  away,  owing  to  the  captain  having 
received  notice  to  leave  the  port.  We  went  away  from  there  to  Nantes, 
and  from  there  to  Belle  Isle,  and  dropped  anchor  there.  The  following 
day  a  small  screw  steamer  hove  in  sight,  under  French  colors,  deeply 
laden,  and  asked  us  our  name,  cargo,  and  where  from,  and  where  bound 
for.  The  captain  answered,  the  City  of  Eichmond,  from  London,  with 
machinery,  bound  for  the  West  Indies.  On  receiving  this  answer  she 
steamed  away.    Two  days  after  this  the  ram  Stonewall  came  alongside, 
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flying  the  Danisli  flag,  and  a  confederate  captain,  Davis,  whom  I  know- 
well,  having  sailed  with  him  in  the  Eun  Her,  when  she  was  wrecked  at 
Terceira,  and  who  left  London  in  the  City  of  Eiohmond,  went  on  board 
the  Stonewall,  and  arranged  to  receive  cargo  from  the  Gity  of  Eichmond. 
At  this  time  the  confederate  officers  and  men  said,  that  is  the  ship  that 
will  give  the  Yankees  a  doing.  This  Davis  acted  the  same  as  captain  of 
the  ship  from  London.  The  next  day  the  hatches  were  open,  and  about 
half  of  .the  powder,  boxes  of  shot,  cases  of  rifles,  boarding  grapnels, 
powder  magazine  cases,  barrels  of  beef,  pork,  other  pro^^sions,  clothing, 
and  some  coals,  were  put  on  board.  By  this  time  the  same  small  French 
steamer  hove  in  sight,  and  ^ent  alongside  the  Stonewall  and  delivered 
her  cargo  to  her,  and  when  done  took  a  portion  of  the  crew  away  that 
brought  the  Stonewall  to  Belle  Isle.  When  we  had  finished  putting  all 
the  stores  that  were  intended  for  the  Stonewall  on  board,  Captain  Scott, 
of  the  City  of  Eichmond,  issued  orders  to  all  the  men,  that  if  any  of 
them  wished  to  volunteer  to  go  on  board  the  Stonewall  they  were  at  lib- 
erty to  join  her,  but  must  leave  the  ship  as  deserters.  The  carpenter, 
the  fourth  engineer,  and  a  steward  joined  her.  The  chief  engineer  of  the 
Stonewall  came  to  me  several  times  and  begged  of  me  to  join  his  ship, 
oflering  me  seven  pounds  a  month,  ten  pounds  bounty,  and  a  month's 
advance,  and  a  half-pay  note,  to  be  payable  at  a  house  in  Liverpool-,  (I 
believe  Messrs.  W.  G.  Crenshaw  &  Co.  I  was  paid  by  this  firm  my  wages 
on  my  return.)  But  I  would  not  go.  We  then  heard  that  some  federal 
men-of-war  were  in  the  neighborhood.  We  hove  up  anchor  and  went 
away,  the  Stonewall  following,  but  keeping  more  under  the  land  after 
leaving  the  island.  She  kept  ahead  of  us  for  a  day  and  night,  and  then 
we  parted.  We  went  then  right  to  Madeira,  and  arrived  on  a  Saturday. 
The  following  day  I  asked  for  leave  to  go  ashore,  was  refused,  and  told 
that  no  one  would  be  allowed  to  go.  As  I  was  anxious  to  get  ashore  to 
inform  the  British  consul  what  had  transpired,  with  the  view  of  being 
taken  out  of  the  ship  and  sent  to  England,  (for  I  did  not  like  the  idea  of 
going  in  her,  having  still  contraband  of  war  on  board,)  I  called  a  boat 
and  went  ashore.  The  officer  on  deck,  as  I  was  leaving,  said  to  me,  mind, 
you  are  deserting  the  ship  by  going  without  leave.  I  said,  I  am  not 
going  to  desert;  I  will  be  here  to  my  duty  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
He  then  told  the  quartermaster  not  to  allow  me  on  board  if  I  returned. 
When  on  shore  I  was  told  I  could  not  see  the  consul.  I  then  returned 
to  my  ship  at  six  a.  m.  on  Monday,  without  being  seen,  and  reported 
myself  for  duty.  The  chief  engineer  told  me  I  wag  not  to  do  any  more 
work  on  board  the  ship.  I  went  to  the  captain,  who  said,  I  will  discharge 
you  to-day  if  I  can.  He  then  took  me  with  three  others  ashore  to  the 
British  consul.  I  and  two  others  who  went  ashore  together  on  the  Sun- 
day were  charged  by  Captain  Scott  with  deserting  from  the  ship,  stating 
that  for  that  reason  he  wished  to  discharge  us.  The  consul  said  we 
should  have  to  take  our  discharges.  I  then  said  to  the  captain,  before 
the  consul,  it  is  not  for  that  you  are  discharging  me;  it  is  because  I 
would  not  join  that  confederate  privateer  ram.  The  captain  answered 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  privateers;  that  he  had  put  some  cargo  on 
board  a  vessel  flying  the  Danish  flag,  also  some  passengers.  The  consul 
then  spoke  up  and  said,  you  fancy  you  have  got  the  captain  up  in  a  cor- 
ner. If  I  was  to  listen  to  all  that  is  told  me  about  privateers,  I  would 
have  enough  to  do.  The  consul  was  told  by  James  Davis,  "  Mind,  sir,  we 
are  Englishmen;  you  here  represent  our 'government;  that  ship  has  con- 
traband of  war  on  board,  and  for  the  confederates,  and  we  will  seek 
redress  when  we  get  home."  I  then  told  the  consul  that  I  would  try  and 
obtain  satisfaction  also.    He  then  ordered  us  out  of  his  ofllce  like  dogs, 


,  EQUIPMENT    OF   THE   STONEWALL.  197 

and  told  ns  to  wait  till  we  were  called.  In  about  twenty  minutes  the 
consul  called  us  into  his  office,  and  said,  "Here  you  are;  here  is  your  dis- 
charges, and  you  had  better  take  them  now,  for  the  ship  will  only  be 
like  a  hell  to  you  if  you  go  in  her."  He  then  gave  us  our  discharges  and 
said,  your  wages  and  expenses  will  be  paid  by  the  owners.  We  were 
then  taken  to  an  inn,  and  sent  by  Blundey  &  Co.  to  Lisbon.  When  we 
arrived  there  we  went  to  the  British  consul  and  told  him  how  we  had 
been  discharged,  and  he  said  it  was  illegal.  And  from  Lisbon  we  were 
sent  to  Southampton  by  the  same  firm  in  the  mail  boat.  The  confeder- 
ate captain,  Davis,  went  to  Madeira  in  the  City  of  Richmond  with  us, 
and  was  on  board  when  we  left  there ;  and  I  believe,  and  so  did  the  crew, 
that  the  cargo  then  in  the  City  of  Richmond  was  for  another  confeder- 
ate privateer.  There  were  some  officers,  I  believe,  lieutenants,  two 
engineers,  a  sergeant  of  marines,  and  a  boatswain  in  the  confederate 
service,  as  well  as  about  one  hundred  men,  all  passengers,  and  who  went 
on  board  the  Stonewall. 

WILLIAM  HALL. 

Sworn  before  me  at  my  office,  No.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
this  14th  day  of  March,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHE"  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  chancery. 


[Ipclosure  No.  5.] 

I,  Thomas  Gibson,  of  Newcastle,  England,  fireman,  do  sincerely  and 
solemnly  swear,  that  I  with  others  was  discharged  and  on  leave  in  London 
from  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Florida,  and  about  the  10th  of  Jan- 
uary last,  our  leave  having  expired,  we  were  all  collected  together.  Some 
were  lodging  with  John  Early,  tobacconist,  of  High  street,  Shadwell; 
the  others  with  different  boarding-house  keepers  about  the  highways. 
This  John  Early  is  a  shipping  master  for  the  confederate  service.  He, 
with  others  whom  he  employs,  when  they  had  collected  us  together  on 
the  above-mentioned  date,  sent  us  in  two  lots  to  the  London  Bridge  rail- 
way station.  Mr.  Early  took  tickets  for  Greenhithe  for  about  thirty  men, 
and  took  them  on  board  of  an  English  steamer  lying  off  that  place,  called 
the  City  of  Richmond;  the  remainder  were  taken  by  a  runner  engaged 
by  Mr.  Early,  by  the  name  of  Frederick  Waters,  ia  the  next  train.  I 
was  among  this  lot.  When  we  arrived  at  Greenhithe  we  found  steam 
Avas  up  and  the  City  of  Richmond  under  way.  I  and  another  took  a 
boat  and  pulled  after  her,  hailing  her  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Early  went 
away  in  her;  she  steamed  away  quite  fast,  and  some  one  from  on  board 
caUed  out  to  us  to  go  back  and  return  to  London.  I  landed  again  at 
Greenhithe.  Altogether  there  were  nine  of  us  left  behind,  and  Fred- 
erick Waters  brought  us  back  to  London.  About  three  days  after  this, 
aU,  with  the  exception  of  myself,  joined  the  Rappahannock  at  Calais. 
On  the  16th  January  I  found  out  that  Mr.  Early  had  returned.  I  then 
went  to  him.  He  asked  me  what  had  become  of  the  others  that  were 
left  behind  at  Greenhithe;  I  told  him.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  had 
money  enough  to  go  to  Calais  and  join  the  Rappahannock;  I  replied  that 
I  had  not.  He  then  took  me  to  Calais  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
paying  all  expenses,  and  handed  me  over  to  the  senior  officer  on  board 
of  the  Rappahannock.  I  was  paid  off,  along  with  about  forty  others,  on 
Monday,  27th  March,    Two  men  were  discharged  on  the  Thursday  pre- 
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vious  and  accused  of  being  federal  spies.  There  was  only  one  stoker, 
two  coal-trimmers,  one  seaman,  the  master-at-arms,  and  a  steward  kept 
on  board.  This  sudden  discharging  of  hands  surprised  us  very  much, 
for  we  all  knew  that  they  required  as  many  men  as  they  could  get.  When 
we  left  it  was  rumored  that  the  ship  was  going  on  the  gridiron  to  have 
her  bottom  cleaned  and  overhauled.  In  the  mean  time  some  slight  repairs 
were  going  on  about  her  engine  gear,  and  when  completed  she  was  to 
sail  from  Calais.  I  must  here  also  state,  that  if  Mr.  Early  had  not  taken 
and  shipped  me  on  board  of  the  Eappahannock,  I  would  not  have  gone. 

THOMAS  GIBSON. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  office,  'No.  14  OornhUl,  in  the  city  of 
London,  this  4th  day  of  April,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHlf  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  chancery. 


[Inclosure  No.  6."] 

CONI'EDEKATE  STATES  STEAMER  EAPPAJIANNOCK, 

Calais,  France,  March  27, 1865. 
This  is  to  certify  that  Thomas  Gibson,  coal-heaver,  aboard  the  Con- 
federate States  steamer  Eappahannock,  has  this  day  been  paid  off,  and 
honorably  discharged  from  the  naval  service  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  he  is  entitled  to  a  share  of  any  prize  money  due  the  Confederate 
States  steamer  Florida  for  captures  made  between  the  28th  day  of  June, 
1864,  and  the  7th  day  of  October,  1864. 

DOUGLAS  F.  FOEEEST, 
Assistant  Paymaster,  Confederate  States  Navy. 
CHAELES  M.  FAUNTLEEOY, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Age,  twenty-eight  years;  height,  five  feet  ten  inches;  comijlexion,  fair; 
color  of  eyes,  blue;  color  of  hair,  light  brown;  place  of  birth,  Ifewcastle, 
England. 

CONSXJX,ATE  OP  THE  UNITED   STATES,  LONDON. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of  the 
original  discharge  exhibited  to  me  in  this  consulate  by  Thomas  Gibson, 
April  4,  1865. 

JOSHUA  NUNN,  B^uty  Consul. 


[Inclosure  No.  7.] 

I,  John  Morgan,  of  Galway,  Ireland,  but  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  now  residing  at  No.  2  Alsop's  Buildings,  Back  Eoad, 
St.  George's  in  the  East,  London,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  that 
when  residing  at  Nassau,  about  the  latter  end  of  February,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  March  last  past,  the  steamship  City  of  Eichmond  arrived 
there.  There  was  at  that  time  a  dispute  among  the  crew  that  shipped 
in  her  from  London,  with  respect  to  promises  made  to  them  at  Bermuda 
by  the  captain  that  left  the  port  of  London  with  them.  The  captain  at 
Bermuda  was  concealed  from  the  crew,  and  another  captain  placed  on 
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board,  but  tlie  crew  refused  to  proceed  in  the  ship  without  him.  He 
was  consequently  placed  on  board  again  and  took  the  ship  to  ISTassau. 
When  he  arrived  on  board  he  told  the  crew  that  they  having  stood  by 
him,  he  would  make  it  as  good  as  two  round  trips  in  the  blockade,  which 
the  crew  understood  to  be  worth  to  them  about  $300  each.  On  arrival 
at  I^assau  a  confederate  agent,  by  the  name  of  Colonel  Krenshaw, 
seemed  to  take  all  responsibility  of  the  ship ;  he  arranged  everything 
connected  with  the  ship  with  the  customs,  and  others  in  authority. 
The  crew  were  taken  on  shore  and  provided  with  board  and  lodging ; 
they  were  paid  in  the  custom-house,  and  their  passage  money  to  send 
them  home  to  England  was  also  lodged  with  the  custom-house  author- 
ities, excepting  an  engineer  and  another  officer,  who  both  went  to  i!^ew 
York.  A  reference  to  the  newi)apers  at  li^assau  will  corroborate  this 
part  of  my  statement;  and,  further,  this  Colonel  Kxenshaw  was  the  chief 
agent,  assisted  by  his  relations,  for  the  confederates.  He  was  the  per- 
son who  arranged,  all  matters  for  the  City  of  Eichmond,  likewise  the 
Virginia,  Florence,  Eattlesnake,  and  the  ship  afterwards  named  the  Tal- 
lahassee. Immediately  after  the  crew  were  paid  off  from  the  City  of 
Eichmond,  a  number  of  men  were  employed  from  on  shore  to  keep  tlie 
ship,  engines,  &c.,  clean,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day  and  their 
victuals,  but  after  working  fifteen  days  they  were  paid  at  the  rate  of 
only  $15  per  month.  She  delivered  her  cargo  as  follows,  then  lying  in 
.the  stream,  on  board  the  Emergine,  a  blockade-runner,  bound  to  Calves- 
ton  ;  part  of  the  cargo  consisted  of  telegraph  wires  and  provisions ;  the 
remaining  portion  being  packed  in  cases,  and  of  different  sizes,  I  could 
not  ascertain  the  contents.  I  joined  the  City  of  Eichmond  on  the  18th 
May  last,  with  several  others,  at  ]l!f  assau,  and  we  .signed  articles  on 
board  the  ship  in  the  presence  of  a  Mr.  Field,  who  represented  himself 
as  chief  officer,  as  follows :  to  proceed  to  any  one  or  more  ports  in  tlie 
Atlantic,  and  from  thence  to  any  port  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  no  term 
of  time  was  mentioned.  I  was  induced  to  join  her  on  account  of  the 
extraordinary  good  wages  offered.  I  agreed  as  seaman  for  $40  per 
month,  'and  to  receive  a  month's  advance;  but  the  advance  was  not 
to  be  paid,  as  was  usual  with  aU  blockade-runners,  until  we  had 
passed  the  bar.  Colonel  Krenshaw  was  on  board,  and  paid  me  in  the 
captain's  cabin,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  crew.  From  Nassau  we  went 
direct  to  Bermuda,  with  nothing  but  coals  on  board.  Our  captain^  Mr. 
Henry  Holgate,  was  formerly  captain  of  the  blockade-runner  Let-Her- 
Eip,  which  Avas  captured  by  federal  cruisers ;  we  also  took  with  us  from 
Nassau  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Nashville,  his  wife  and  child.  He  did 
the  duties  of  chief  engineer  on  board  of  us  during  the  passage.  We 
had  also  four  other  persons  of  gentlemanly  appearance  on  board  as  pas- 
sengers ;  who  they  were  I  cannot  say.  We  stopped  at  Bermuda  three 
days,  and  took  in  coals,  and  sailed  from  there  to  the  island  of  Terceira ; 
coaled  agahi  and  proceeded  to  this  port.  We  were  all  paid  off  at  the 
Tower  Hill  shipping  office.  I  must  also  add,  that  the  City  of  Eichmond 
hoisted  the  confederate  flag  at  the  fore  when  at  Nassau,  and  so  did  all 
the  blockade-runners ;  some  of  them  hoisted  the  confederate  flag  at  the 
peak  as  well  as  at  the  fore,  viz :  the  Coquette,  Hattie,  Colonel  Lamb, 
Laurel,  and  the  so-called  Tallahassee.  While  I  was  at  Nassau  I  took 
Captain  Maflfit  and  some  men  from  the  Tallahassee,  who,  after  running 
as  a  privateer,  changed  her  name.  These  men  I  put  on  board  the  Owl, 
a  blockade-runner.  Captain  Maffit  shipped  some  more  men  on  shore, 
and  I  was  given  to  understand  the  Owl  was  going  to  land  her  cargo  on 
the  Florida  coast.  When  the  City  of  Eichmond  left  England  she 
had  her  funnels  painted  white  j  while  away  from  England  they  were: 
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painted  black ;  and  on  approaching  England  they  were  painted  white 
again ;  and  further,  that  of  the  crew  that  arrived  in  this  port,  the  sec- 
ond mate  only  still  continues  serving  on  board,  and  he  is  engaged  to  go 
away  in  her.  I  am  quite  confident,  from  what  I  know,  personally  and 
otherwise,  that  the  City  of  Eichmond  is  engaged  to  continue  working 
for  the  confederates  on  a  secret  service  from  this  port  to  Havana,  thence 
to  Matamoras  or  Eio  Grande.  There  is  now  in  the  Victoria  dock  a 
steamer  lying  head  on  to  the  custom-house,  who  has  engaged  the  crew 
of  the  unsuccessful  blockade-runner  Florence,  to  go  in  her  on  the  sarnie 
secret  service,  to  Havana.  Colonel  Krenshaw  came  on  board  of  us  at 
Nassau,  and  we  brought  him  to  London  with  us ;  he  now  superintends 
the  managing  of  the  City  of  Eichmond. 

JOHN  MOEGAN. 

ft 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  office,  No.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
this  5th  day  of  June,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  chancery. 

I,  James  Locker,  of  Liverpool,  England,  seaman,  do  solepinly  and  sin- 
cerely swear  that  I  have  read  the  within  statement  of  John  Morgan, 
and  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  all  he  states. 

JAMES  loce:ee. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  office.  No.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
this  5th  June,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in- chancery. 

I,  Charles  EUys,  of  Galway,  Lreland,  do  solemnly  and  sincprely  swear 
that  I  shipped  in  the  City  of  Eichmond  on  the  18th  May  last,  and  can 
testify  to  the  truth  of  John  Morgan's  statement  from  that  date. 

CHAELES  ELLTS. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  office,  No.  14  Cornhill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
this  5th  June,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  chancery. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1501.]  Depaktment  op  State, 

Washington,  August  5, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  20th 
ultimo,  No.  1017,  transmitting,  through,  the  agency  of  Mr.  Morse,  our 

■  consul  at  Loudon,  the  depositions  of  certain  parties,  which  fully  indi- 
cate the  part  taken  by  the  steamer  City  of  Eichmond  in  supplying  the 

■  Stonewall  with  armament  and  crew. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTBE,  Acting  Secretary. 
-Charles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &g.,  c&c.,  dec. 
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CASE  OF  THE  PAMPEEO. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  130.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  /September  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  was  mistaken  in  my  dispatcli  from  Glasgow,  when  I  said  the 
steam  frigate  building  there  would  be  launched  in  two  months.  She , 
will  not  be  launched  much  before  next  sprii;g,  and  not  finished  before 
May  of  next  year.  At  least  so  the  workmen  in  the  yard  stated,  but  add- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  she  was  to  be  pushed  as  fast  as  possible.  She 
is  to  be  two  hundred  and  seventy  feet  long  and  will  measure,  when  com- 
pleted, upwards  of  three  thousand  in  tonnage.  Her  cost  of  construc- 
tion is  to  be  something  over  £300,000.  The  stem-post  is  up  and  about 
one-half  of  the  ribs  set ;  the  stem-post  is  straight  and  perpendicular, 
but  is  to  have  a  solid  piece  of  iron  to  project  about  eight  feet  imme- 
diately under  the  water  as  a  ram.  The  keel,  ribs,  stem-post,  and  all  the 
frame-work  are  of  iron.  The  inside  is  to  be  lined  with  wood  and  the 
outside  coated  with  iron  plates  four  and  three-quarters  inches  thick.  The 
builders  are  James  and  George  Thompson,  of  Glasgow.  A  large  num- 
ber of  hands  are  engaged,  as  many  as  can  work  to  advantage  upon  her. 
The  people  of  the  town  and  the  workmen  do  not  know  for  whom  she  is 
being  built.  The  builders  teU  them  it  is  for  a  foreign  government,  but 
decline  to  give  the  name  of  the  government.  The  workmen  think  she 
is  intended  for  the  southern  confederacy.  I  have  but  little  doubt  about 
her  character.  The  ofSicers  on  the  Alabama,  late  290,  as  well  as  those 
on  the  steamer  Bahama,  on  her  return  from  the  Azores,  stated  that  there 
was  a  vessel  building  at  Glasgow,  on  the  Clyde,  for  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment. This  is  the  only  one  building  there,  (except  one  for  the  British 
government.)  Everything  about  her,  the  people  who  visit  and  superin- 
tend her  construction,  the  secret  manner  in  which  she  is  being  built,  and 
the  refusal  of  the  builders  to  state  for  whom  they  are  building  her,  aU 
indicate  that  she  is  intended  for  the  rebel  government.  Mr.  Pretty- 
man,  the  acting  consul  for  the  United  States  at  this  port,  will  no  doubt 
be  able  to  obtaia  positive  evidence,  which  he  wiU  report  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

Iron  plates,  intended  as  armor  for  some  vessel,  have  been  shipped 
from  Liverpool  .for  Hull.  On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  that  town,  I 
learned  that  these  plates  were  sent  from  Hull  to  the  continent.  Eecently 
others  have  been  sent,  also  eight  cannon,  intended  for  a  naval  vessel. 
The  foreman  in  the  foundery  where  these  plates  were  made  stated  to 
one  of  my  men  that  they  were  for  the  confederate  government  in  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  used  on  a  vessel  biiilding  for  that  government. 

This  morning  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce  published  the  arti- 
cle inclosed,  marked  Ko.  1.    The  editor  of  this  paper  is  in  the  pay  of  the 

rebels,  and  is  in  correspondence  with  Mr.  Slidell,  in  Paris. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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[From  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce,  September  12,  1862.] 
THE  AMEKIOAN  BLOCKADE — THE  CONFEDERATE  NAVY. 

Active  preparations  are  now  being  made,  both  here  and  on  the  conti- 
nent, for  the  completion  of  the  contracts  for  the  confederate  navy.  The 
iron  plates  used  for  the  construction  of  the  gunboats  on  the  continent 
are  manufactured  in  England,  and  vary  from  three  and  a  half  to  four 
and  three-quarters  inches  in  thickness.  The  plates  are  all  made  upon  a 
,  new  patent  process,  and  are  superior  to  those  used  in  the  building  of 
the  Oreto  and  Alabama. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  154.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  Soon  after  my  returning  from  my  visit  to  Glasgow,  I  addressed 
letters  to  the  United  States  ministers  at  Paris,  Madrid,  Lisbon,  Brus- 
sels, the  Hague,  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Turin,  St. 
Petersburg,  and  Constantinople,  and  to  the  consul  general  at  Alexandria, 
Egypt,  and  the  consul  at  Athens,  informing  them  that  an  iron-clad 
steamer  was  being  built  at  Glasgow,  by  George  and  James  Thompson, 
for  some  foreign  government,  which  I  suspected  was  intended  for  the 
southern  rebels,  requesting  them  to  ascertain  from  the  governments  to 
which  they  were  respectively  accredited  if  said  vessel  was  intended  for 
said  government.  Answers  have  been  received  by  me  from  all  except 
Stockholm,  Madrid,  and  the  consul  general  at  Alexandria.  They  have 
all  made  inquiry  at  the  proper  department  and  state  that  the  vessel  in 
question  is  not  being  built  for  any  of  these  governments.  This  is  negative 
kind  of  testimony,  but  quite  conclusive,  so  far  as  it  goes,  that  she  is  not 
intended  for  any  of  these  governments.  My  information,  independent 
of  this  negative  testimony,  satisfies  me  that  there  is  not  much  doubt 
about  her  true  character.  The  officers  on  the  Alabama  spoke  of  her  as 
being  built  for  them  to  one  of  the  captains  whose  ship  they  had  de- 
stroyed; and  on  Sunday  last  one  of  the  workmen  out  of  Mr.  Laird's  yard 
informed  my  man  that  there  was  an  iron-clad  building  at  Glasgow  for 
the  South,  said  it  was  talked  about  and  weU  understood  among  the  men 
in  the  yard.  All  this,  with  what  I  learned  when  at  Glasgow,  satisfies  me 
that  there  is  no  doubt  about  her. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  WiLLiAJvi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  357.]*  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  27, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes,  dated  the  21st 
and  23d  of  this  month,  which  have  passed  between  Lord  Eussell  and 


THE   PAMPERO.  203 

myself,  respecting  certain  operations  of  the  rebels  in  fitting  out  an  armed 
vessel  at^  Glasgow.  It  is  proper  to  mention  tliat  the  investigation  ap- 
pears to  have  been  initiated  by  his  lordship  upon  information  not  fur- 
nished from  this  legation,  and  that  his  communication  to  me  was  perfectly 
spontaneous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  March  21, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  reference  to  the  report  that 
vessels  of  war  were  being  built  at  Glasgow  for  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  that  it  appears  from  information  collected  by  the  commissioners 
of  customs  that  there  are  only  two  large  steamers  in  course  of  construc- 
tion at  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Company ;  that  one  of  them 
has  the  appearance  of  being  constructed  to  receive  armor  plates ;  but 
that  her  bottom  is  not  more  than  half  plated,  and  that  the  planking  of 
her  top  sides  has  only  just  been  commenced. 

The  other  is  a  screw  steamer,  intended  for  Messrs.  Burns,  of  Glasgow, 
and  is  to  be  employed  in  the  Mediterranean  trade.  !N'either  of  these 
steamers,  however,  can  be  completed  for  several  months. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideraation,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL, . 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c,,  c&c,  cfcc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  March  23, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  lordship's  note  of  the  21st 
instant,  apprising  me  of  the  preparations  making  in  the  yard  of  Messrs. 
Thompson  &  Co.  of  a  vessel  evidently  constructed  for  hostile  purposes. 
Information  of  the  same  natures  received  from  other  sources  has  led  me 
to  a  belief  that  this  is  one  of  a  number  intended  to  carry  on  the  pirat- 
ical species  of  warfare  practiced  by  the  insurgents  against  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  laid  down  in  the  in- 
tercepted correspondence  which  I  had  the  honor  some  time  since  to  lay 
before  you.  It  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  me  to  learn  that  this 
proceeding  is  exciting  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eitssell,  dc,  <S:c.,  t&c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ho.  493.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  10, 1863. 

Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

There  is,  however,  still  one  very  large  and  formidable  steam  vessel  on 
the  stocks  at  Glasgow,  which  I  am  led  to  believe  to  be  intended  for  the, 
rebels.  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  reports  five  others,  of 
smaller  dimensions,  in  preparation  there  likewise.  As  yet,  we  have  not 
obtained  any  evidence  upon  which  to  rest  a  remonstrance  against  their 
departure.  Efforts  will,  however,  be  made,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
the  more  decided  tone  of  the  government,  may  possibly  deter  the  build- 
ers from  proceeding  in  their  work.  Nothing  will  do  more  good,  how- 
ever, in  Europe,  than  a  few  more  accounts  of  what  is  done  by  General 
Gilmore's  cannon.  They  are  as  effective  in  dispelling  delusions  as  in 
breaking  down  the  material  resistance  of  brick  and  stone.  We  anxiously 
await  the  later  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

-    OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS, 
lion.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

"No.  165.]  Liverpool  Consulate, 

Glasgow,  October  13, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  been  here  since  last  Saturday,- aiding,  so  far  as  1  can,  our 
consul  at  this  port  in  getting  up  evidence  to  stop  the  two  vessels  build- 
ing here  for  the  confederates.  I  S£iy  two  vessels,  for  now  there  is  no 
more  doubt  about  the  combination  vessel  called  the  Canton,  and  to  which 
I  have  alluded  in  previous  dispatches,  than  there  is  about  the  ram.  Mr. 
Underwood,  who  had  grave  doubts  about  her  when  I  was  last  here,  is 
now  quite  as  well  satisfied  as  I  am  about  her  character;  and  if  he  has 
not  already  written  to  that  effect  to  the  department,  will  do  so  in  a  very 
few  days.  Her  hull  is  entirely  finished ;  masts  in,  and  all  the  rigging 
on;  her  port-holes  for  gujis  cut;  bracing-bolt  and  rings  for  the  guns, 
shot  lockers  and  powder  magazines  in;  am^  she  was  to  have  been 
launched  yesterday.  Every  preparation  was  made,  when  they  became 
frightened.  The  boilers  and  machinery  were  all  that  remained  to  com- 
plete her.  They  are  now  taking  out  the  ring-bolts,  magazines,  and  shot 
lockers,  and  stripping  her  of  everything  that  indicates  a  war  purpose. 
They  are,  I  am  told,  even  closing  up  the  port-holes.  This  will  probably 
delay  the  launch  for  two  weeks,  but  when  she  goes  into  the  water  there 
will  be  nothing  in  or  about  her  to  designate  her  character  as  a  war  vessel. 

The  Canton  is  bark-rigged,  and  very  much  the  same  model  as  the  Ala- 
bama, but  larger,  with  a  greater  draught  of  water,  and  capable  of  carry- 
ing, as  she  no  doubt  will,  a  much  heavier  armament.  Mr.  Underwood, 
our  consul,  is  doing  all  he  can  to  get  up  a  case  against  her.  I  brought 
up  two  of  my  men  to  aid  him,  and  shall  leave  them  here  for  a  time,  but 
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as  yet  lie  has  no  positive  or  direct  proof.  There  are  persons  enough  who 
know  all  about  her,  and  who  will  tell  you  in  confidence,  but  who  are  un- 
willing to  make  an  affidavit,  and  there  is  no  means  provided  in  the  law 
to  compel  them.  The  people  here,  as  in  Liverpool,  seem  to  be  disposed 
to  assist,  as  far  as  they  can,  these  people  in  their  wicked  and  unlawful 
schemes  against  our  government.  Fearing  that  we  shall  fail  to  obtain 
the  necessary  evidence,  and  being  entirely -satisfied  that  this  vessel,  the 
Canton,  is  a  wax  vessel  intended  for  the  insurgents  and  to  cruise  against 
the  United  States,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending 
over  at  once  sufficient  war  vessels  to  seize  her  when  she  sails.  In  view 
of  the  stopping  of  the  rams  at  Liverpool,  and  the  evident  alarm  of  the 
builders  here,  it  is  quite  probable  that  they  may  send  her  ofi:  as  soon  as 
launched,  and  put  her  machinery,  &c.,  in  at  some  port  entirely  outside 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  525.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  23, 1863. 
Sir  :  On  the  17th  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  calling 
the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  a  war  vessel  now  being 
prepared  at  Glasgow  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  called  the 
Canton.  Copies  of  that  note,  of  its  inclosure,  and  of  his  lordship's  ac- 
knowledgment, are  transmitted  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  17, 1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  find  it  my  duty  once  more  to 
call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  efforts  making  in  this  kingdom  to 
aid  the  insurgents  in  America  in  carrying  on  their  resistance  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  I  have  strong  reason  for  beUeving  that, 
in  addition  to  a  very  formidable  steam  ram  now  in  process  of  construc- 
tion at  the  port  of  Glasgow,  but  not  yet  so  far  advanced  as  fully  to  de- 
velop her  character,  there  is  another  steamer  ready  to  be  launched,  called 
the  Canton,  having  all  the  characteristics  of  a  war  vessel,  which  is  about 
to  be  fitted  up  and  dispatched  with  the  same  intent  from  the  same  place. 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  some  extracts 
from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  W.  L.  Underwood,  esq.,  the  consul  of 
the  United  States,  giving  some  information  in  regard  to  this  case.  Mr. 
Underwood  himself  entertains  no  doubt  of  the  destination  of  this  vessel, 
although  from  the  secrecy  used  in  the  process  of  construction  and  prepa- 
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ration,  itself  a  cause  of  suspicion,  he  has  been  slow  in  gaining  evidence 
on  wnich  to  base  a  representation. 

Not  doubting  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  take  all  suitable  meas- 
.ures  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  these  allegations,  I  pray  your  lord- 
ship to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bright  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  tfcc,  t&c,  t&c. 


Mr.  Underwood  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts,] 

TJnited  States  Consulate, 

Glasgow,  October  15, 1863. 
Sir:  It  is  my  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  you  that  recently  it  has  come 
to  my  knowledge  that  a  ship  of  war,  in  addition  to  the  formidable  iron 
ram  of  which  I  have  heretofore  given  you  information,  is  now  being 
built,  and  nearly  ready  to  launch,  in  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and 
George  Thompson,  of  this  city,  intended  for  and  belonging  to  the  Confed- 
erate States.  She  is  after  the. model  of  the  rebel  ship  Alabama.  "Can- 
ton— London,"  are  the  words  gilded  on  her  stern.  She  is  a  clipper -built 
screw  steamer,  with  three  masts,  two  of  which  are  iron,  one  of  wood. 
Her  length  is  from  two  hundred  and  eighty  to  three  hundred  feet  from 
stem  to  stern ;  her  beam  about  fifty-six  feet.  Her  frame  is  iron,  bordered 
up  with  teak- wood  planking,  about  five  inches  thick  in  the  inside,  up  to 
the  water  mark.  She  is  pierced  with  four  large  port-holes  and  four 
smaller  ones  on  each  side,  making  sixteen  in  all;  the  larger  ones  seem 
suited  for  the  sweep  and  play  of  pivot  guns.  She  is  constructed  to 
carry  the  greatest  portion  of  her  coals  in  iron  side  pockets  between  decks, 
so  as  to  give  an  unobstructed  passage  clear  through  from  one  fire-room  to 
the  other.  Her  water  draught  is  marked  fifteen  feet.  Has  "eye-bolts" 
in  her  sides,  suitable  for  and  intended  to  handle  and  secure  her  gains. 
She  is  donkey  or  bark-rigged,  and  altogether  similar  to  the  Alabama,  the 
only  difference  being  that  she  has  an  iron  frame,  while  the  Alabama  has 
a  wooden  one.  She  is  probably  from  twelve  hundred  to  fifteen  hundred 
tons  burden,  can  be  launched  at  any  day,  and  is  understood  to  be  only 
waiting  for  the  spring  tide.  Her  propeller  is  two-bladed,  and  of  compo- 
sition metal,  very  hard,  being  a  mixture  of  brass  and  copper,  with  the 
flanges  so  constructed  that,  in  case  one  is  injured,  another  may  be  put  in 
its  place  without  interfering  with  the  bush.  She  is  known  in  the  yard 
as  the  "frigate."  She  has  a  screw  hoisting  gear  for  lifting  her  propel- 
ler, and  when  it  is  up,  has  a  stern  that  falls  down  and  makes  her  appear 
like  a  sailing  ship.  Her  cylinder  is  sixty  inches  in  diameter.  Until  now 
the  eye-bolts  and  fixtures  for  running  her  guns  in  and  out,  her  port-holes, 
and  other  characteristic  contrivances  that  mark  her  a  war  vessel,  were 
all  visible  and  apparent,  and  with  them  so  it  was  intended  to  have 
launched  her  on  some  day  of  last  week. 

But  in  order  to  conceal  the  character  of  the  vessel,  and  thus  elude  the 
vigUance  and  avoid  the  interference  of  the  government,  these  character- 
istic fixtures  have  been  and  are  being  removed.  The  eye-bolts  for  the  gun 
gear  have  been  drawn,  their  holes  stopped  and  effaced  and  the  bolts  stored 
away,  to  be  replaced  when  the  ship  gets  to  sea.    The  doors  or  shutters 
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of  the  port-holes  are  to  be  taken  from  the  hinges;  the  hinges  removed, 
and  the  shutters  to  be  screwed  or  fastened  over  the  port-hole^,  so  as  to 
present  a  clean  side  until  she  gets  out.  It  is  not  expected  she  will  take 
on  her  armament  here.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  understood  that,  as  soon 
as  launched,  she  will  take  her  boilers  and  heaviest  machinery  aboard, 
and  will  then  be  immediately  towed  to  some  place,  to  me  unknown,  to 
which  her  remaining  machinery  wUl  be  transported  on  another  vessel, 
and  then  be  taken  on  board  by  her. 

The  managers  of  the  Canton  are  fraudulently  seeking  to  evade  re- 
sponsibility by  taking  advantage  of  what  is  understood,  to  be  the  letter 
of  the  British  rule  as  to  a  war  vessel's  responsibility  in  leaving  her  ports 
armed,  &c.,  while  by  this  very  fraudulency  they  are  additionally  crim- 
inal, since  her  hostile  intent  is  as  flagrant  and  clear  as  if  she  had  her 
guns  on  board. 

I  can  only  hope  you  will  lay  this  case  before  the  British  government, 
and  that  in  its  own  wisdom  it  will  take  immediate  steps  to  investigate 
the  facts  I  have  suggested,  and  to  afford  such  restraint  or  remedy  as  may 
be  consistent  alike  with  its  honor  and  duty. 

I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  Scotch  law  affords,  as  I  am  advised,  pecu- 
liar facilities  to  such  preliminary  investigations  as  may  be  adopted  in 
this  case,  inasmuch  as,  unlike  the  common  law,  it  tolerates  and  permits 
an  inquiry  and  interrogation  under  oath  of  the  party  immediately  impli- 
cated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  UNDEEWOOD, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  Chakles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  London. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKEiGN  Office,  October  19,  1863. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  a  vessel  said  to  be  .in 
course  of  construction  at  Glasgow,  intended  for  the  service  Of  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States,  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  copies  of  the  same  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  that  immediate  inquiiies  might  be 
made  into  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

Iiij-Q,  172 1  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  October  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  Monday  last  I  went  to  Glasgow,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Under- 
wood   to  advise  with  him  about  the  vessels  building  by  the  Messrs. 
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Thompson,  for  the  confederates,  and  more  particularly  the  steamer  called 
the  Cantoif,  which  is  to  be  launched  to-day. 

As  yet  we  have  no  positive  e^ddence  to  show  that  the  Canton  is  for 
the  confederates.  It  seems  to  be  almost  impossible  to  obtain  direct  evi- 
dence upon  this  point,  and  aU  that  we  now  have  is  circumstantial.  They 
have  taken  out  and  covered  up  everythiag  in  her  that  goes  to  show  her 
a  war  vessel.  The  port-holes  are  closed  up  and  painted  over,  so  as  not 
to  show,  but  can  be  opened  at  any  moment.  Mr.  Adams  made  a  repre- 
sentation to  the  British  government,  based  upon  a  dispatch  of  Mr. 
Underwood,  about  this  vessel.  They  sent  to  the  collector  at  Glasgow  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  it ;  he  has  done  so,  and  sent  in  his  report, 
but  like  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  and  Ala- 
bama, has  whitewashed  the  vessel. 

As  I  have  stated  in  previous  dispatches,  I  have  no  doubt  about  this 
vessel ;  she  is  for  war  purposes,  and  intended  for  the  confederates.  She 
will  be  taken  to  some  other  port- to  receive  her  armament.  I  am  afraid 
our  evidence  will  not  be  strong  enough  to  induce  the  government  to 
detain  her ;  hence  I  think  there  should  be  vessels  in  these  waters,  or  in 
the  neighborhood,  to  seize  her  when  she  goes  out. 

The  Canton  is  a  fine-looking  vessel,  with  three  masts  and  bark- 
rigged  with  wire  rigging,  in  model  resembling  the  Alabama,  but  much 
larger.  One  report  I  have  says  three  hundred  feet  long;  another,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  with  fifty  feet  beam.  She  wiU  draw  fifteen  feet 
of  water  when  loaded.  Her  frame  is  of  iron  of  unusual  strength ;  her 
planking  over  the  bottom  part  of  hull,  up  as  far  as  the  wales,  is  four  and 
a  half  inches  thick;  above  this  it  is  of  iron.  The  bottom  is  coppered 
with  pure  copijer.  The  frame  in  which  the  screw  works  is  a  composition 
of  copper  and  brass.  The  screw  itself  is  a  patent,  just  like  that  in  the 
Alabama,  and  so  constructed  that  they  can  take  out  one  of  the  blades 
that  may  be  injured,  and  put  in  another  without  interfering  with  the 
bush.  Her  lines  are  fine,  and  judges  pronounce  her  a  fast  sailer  under 
canvas  alone.  From  a  man  who  was  in  the  Alabama,  and  who  knows 
all  about  engines,  and  who  has  been  over  this  vessel  and  seen  the 
engines,  I  learn  that  she  is  pierced  for  t-n^elve  guns,  six  on  each  side, 
and  for  three  pivot  guns ;  that  she  has  a  bulk-head  up  and  a  double 
stern ;  that  she  has  what  are  known  as  low-pressure  condensing  engines; 
cylinder  sixty  inches  in  diameter;  piston  two  feet  and  nine  inches 
stroke,  to  work  horizontally,  and  to  be  placed  some  five  feet  below  water 
line.  Her  boilers  are  four  in  number,  with  flat  tops,  also  placed  five  feet 
under  water,  with  coal-bunkers  at  the  sides  and  over  the  tops,  so  con- 
structed as  to  completely  guard  them  from  shot.  He  describes  the 
boilers  and  engines  as  just  like  those  in  the  Alabama,  only  larger.  He 
says  the  engines  will  be  of.  three  hundred  and  fifty  horse-power,  nomi- 
nal. She  has  two  fire-rooms  communicating,  one  funnel,  telescopic.  It 
will  take  some  four  or  five  weeks  to  complete  her  after  she  is  launched. 
******* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  181.J  United  States  Consxilatb, 

Liverpool,  November  12, 1863. 

Sib  :  Mr.  Underwood,  our  consul  at  Glasgow,  made  a  formal  applica- 
tion to  the  collector  at  that  port  to  stop  the  frigate  Pampero  (late  Can- 
ton) under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  on  Tuesday  last,  on  the  ground 
that  she  is  a  war  vessel  built  for  the  so-called  confederate  government, 
intended  to  commit  acts  of  hostility  and  make  war  against  the  govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States.  The  application  is  based  upon 
affidavits,  among  them  his  own,  and  mine,  about  the  intercepted  dis- 
patches which  are  now  in  my  hands.  I  regret  to  "say  that  there  is  no 
positive  and  direct  testimony  among  them,  showing  the  vessel  to  be 
built  for  the  confederates.  They  show  her  to  be  built  as  a  war  vessel; 
that  she  is  not  adapted  for  commercial  purposes ;  that  she  has  port- 
holes ;  had  ring-bolts  for  guns,  and  other  fittings  to  adapt  her  for  a  war 
vessel,  that  some  of  the  ring-bolts  have  been  taken  out;  others  cased  in 
with  temporary  casing,  and  the  port-holes  closed  up  with  screws,  &c. 
The  evidence  that  she  is  for  the  confederates  is  entirely  circumstantial 
and  hearsay ;  that  the  foreman  and  men  in  and  about  the  yard  repre- 
sent her  as  being  for  the  confederates,  &c.  It  was  thought  best  to  make 
the  application  at  once,  upon  such  evidence  as  we  had,  for  fear  she. 
might  slip  out.  This  does  not  prevent  us  from  filing  additional  affida- 
vits, if  we  should  discover  anything  new  or  material.  Mr.  Underwood" 
is  to  send  to  Mr.  Adams  copies  of  the  application  and  affidavits,  to  be 
laid  before  Earl  Eussell.    I  presume  he  has  already  done  this. 

*  *  *  *  She  had  the  name  "  Canton,  of  London,"  in  gilded  let- 
ters on  her  stem.  The  day  before  she  was  launched  "Canton"  was. 
taken  off  and  "Pampero"  put  in  its  place.  She  was  christened  by  Mrs.. 
Galbraith,  the  wife  of  the  Galbraith  of  the  house  of  P.  Hendrickson, 
&  Co.,  of  Glasgow.  This  is  the  same  house  referred  to  in  George  IS". 
Sanders's  memorandum,  among  the  intercepted  correspondence,  as  the 
house  of  Galbraith  &  Co.,  of  Scotland.  Mr.  IJnderwood  teUs  me  she  has 
some  fifteen  valves  in  her  bottom  for  the  purpose  of  flooding  her  maga- 
zines, or  of  sinking  her  down  in  the  water  during  an  engagement,  and 
that  she  has  donkey  engines  to  pump  her  out  again.  She  will  have 
great  speed  and  prove  a  most  mischievous  and  dangerous  craft  to  our 
merchant  vessels  if  she  gets  off.  She  will  be  finished  and  ready  for  sea 
in  about  two  weeks.  Captains  North,  Sinclair,  and  Terrant  aremow 
living  all  in  one  house  in  Glasgow,  incognito.  They  are  superintending 
this  vessel  and  the  rams.  I  think  it  probable  that  one  of  them  is  to  take 
command  of  her  when  finished.    ***** 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUPLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  539.]  Le&ation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  19, 1863. 
SiK :  Having  received  copies  of  some  depositions  which  Mr.  Underwood^ 
the  consul  at  Glasgow,  had  caused  to  be  prepared  and  sent  in  to  the  col- 
14  A  c— YOL.  n 
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lector  of  that  port,  touching  the  construction  and  outfit  of  the  steamer 
Canton,  alias  the  Pampero,  I  concluded  to  transmit  them  to  Lord  Eus- 
sell,  together  with  a  note.  Copies  of  this  note,  of  the  other  papers,  and 
of  his  lordshiij's  acknowledgment,  are  herewith  transmitted.  There  is 
increasing  difficulty  in  obtaining  evidence  of  intent  since  the  animus  of 
the  government  has  become  the  source  of  greater  apprehension. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  14,  1863. 
My  Loud  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of 
a  number  of  additional  depositions  taken  before  the  collector  at  Glas- 
gow, all  going  to  corroborate  the  evidence  already  presented  touching 
the  outfit  and  preparation  of  the  steamer  Canton,  alias  Pampero,  for 
objects  similar  to  those  now  prosecuted  by  the  Japan,  alias  the  Georgia, 
issued  from  the  same  port. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEAISfCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <&c.,  tfec,  &c. 


D^osition  of  W.  L.  Underwood, 

I,  Warner  Lewis  Underwood,  of  'So.  5  Newton  Terrace,  Sanchiehall 
street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and 
say,  that  I  am  consul  of  the  IJnited  States  of  America  for  the  port  of 
Glasgow  and  its  dependencies ;  that  I  have  now  resided  in  Glasgow  in 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  said  consulate  for  upwards  of  one  year; 
that  shortly  after  my  arrival  here,  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  being  built  in  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George 
Thompson,  of  Glasgow,  a  vessel-of-war  for  the  use  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate States,  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America, 
known  as  the  Eam,  and  now  in  process  of  construction  and  unlaunched 
in  the  yard  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  being  a  formidable 
ironclad  vessel  of  war;  that  some  months  ago  I  learned  that  a  farther 
vessel  was  in  course  of  construction  by  the  said  James  and  George 
Thompson,  and  the  said  last-mentioned  vessel  has  been  recently  launched 
from  the  ship-yard  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  is  now 
lying  in  the  river  Clyde,  at  or  near  to  the  foot  of  Pinnestin  street, 
Broomidan;  that  my  attention  was  further  directed  to  the  construction 
of  such  vessels  of  war,  and  to  the  object  of  their  construction,  by  a  peru- 
sal of  the  intercepted  correspondence  between  the  agents  of  the  con- 
federates in  America  and  those  in  Europe,  which  is  mcye  particularly 
referred  to  in  the  accompanying  affidavit  of  Mr.  Thomas  Haines  Dudley, 
to  which  reference  is  here  made,  and  which  is  adopted  and  made  part  oi 
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tMs  affidavit,  a  copy  of  said'  correspondence  having  been  sent  to  me  by 
the  United  States  Secretary  of  State ;  that  before  being  launched,  the 
said  last-mentioned  vessel  had  gilded  on  her  stern  the  words  "  Canton, 
London ;"  that  on  the  day  she  was  launched  the  word  "  Canton"  had 
disappeared,  and  the  word  "  Pampero  "  was  gilded  where  it  had  been, 
and  also  was  seen  on  a  flag  which  floated  from  one  of  her  masts;  that  I 
was  present  on  the  immediate  opposite  side  of  the  Clyde  at  the  time  of 
the  launch,  the  river  being  there,  in  my  judgment  and  opinion,  about 
two  hundred  yards  wide;  that  I  was  in  full  view  of  the  ship,  and, 
besides,  had  a  strong  glass  with  which  to  aid  my  vision ;  that  there  were 
not  a  great  many  persons  present,  but  I  had  pointed  out  to  me,  by  a 
gentleman  who  knew  them,  Messrs.  James  Galbraith  and  Eobert  Hen- 
derson, known  members  of  the  firm  of  Patrick  Henderson  and  Co.,  and 
recognized  agents  in  Glasgow  of  W.  S.  Lin  say  &  Co.,  of  London;  that 
these  two  gentlemen,  in  company  with  one  or  two  others  whom  I  did  not 
know,  immediately  prior  to  the  launch  of  said  ship,  took  an  active  and 
conspicuous  part  in  looking  after  the  preparations  of  the  launch,  giving, 
apparently,- directions  concerning  it;  that  on  the  day  after  the  launch, 
the  following  notice  of  it  was  published  in  the  same  words  in  the  Jour- 
nal, Mail,  and  Herald,  newspapers  published  in  Glasgow: 

"  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  launched,  yesterday,  from  their 
building  yard  at  Goran,  a  screw  steamer  of  about  1,000  tons  register. 
This  vessel  has  been  constructed  for  London  owners,  and  as  she  took  the 
water,  was  named  the  '  Pampero,'  by  Mrs.  Galbraith.  After  the  launch, 
the  friends  of  the  owners  and  builders  present  adjourned  to  the  model 
room,  when  the  usual  good  wishes,  on  such  occasions,  were  expressed 
^nd  responded  to." 

That  prior  to  the  launch  of  said  ship,  I  had  frequently  seen  her,  and  I 
state  that  she  was  at  first  constructed  Avith  eight  port-holes,  plainly  to 
be  seen ;  that  a"  short  time,  say  a  week  or  ten  days,  before  she  was 
launched,  those  port-holes  were  carefully  closed,  and  effaced  by  putty 
and  paint,  or  other  material,  so  that  no  trace  could  be  seen  of  them, 
except  that  the  hiages  of  their  doors  were  visible ;  that  I  have  the  fol- 
lowing distinct  items  of  information  touching  said  vessel,  which  I  fully 
and  sincerely  believe  to  be  true,  most  of  which  can  be  verified  and 
established  by  an  inspection  of  the  vessel,  to  wit : 

1.  That  in  addition  to  the  port-holes  above  spoken  of  and  referred  to, 
she  was  at  first  constructed  with  eye  or  ring-bolts,  corresponding  with 
said  port  holes,  suited  for  and  intended  to  handle  guns;  that  these  eye- 
bolts,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been  removed,  and  the  places 
where  they  were  have  been  disguised  by  facings  on  the  bulwarks,  and 
the  eye-bolts  stowed  away  to  be  inserted  hereafter. 

2.  That  she  had  magazines  constructed ;  these  have  been  attempted 
to  be  concealed  and  disguised  under  the  appearance  of  water-tanks. 

3.  That  she  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers,  and  sixteen  mess-racks, 
or  more,  for  eight  men  each. 

4.  That  she  has  about  fifteen  holes  or  apertures  in  the  bottom,  duly 
secured  by  valves  and  stop-cocks,  for  the  rapid  introduction  of  water 
into  her  hold,  with  an  appropriate  number  of  pumps  to  pump  it  out 
again  as  required. 

5.  That  her  machinery  and  boilers  are  those  of  a  war  vessel,  all  under 
the  water  line,  and  thus  out  of  reach  of  an  enemy's  shot,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  occupy  much  of  the  space  appropriated  to  cargo  in  a 
merchant  vessel. 

6.  That  the  form,  material,  and  arrangements  of  her  propeller  indicate 
that  she  is  a  vessel  of  war. 


212  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTEALITY. 

7.  That  h.er  bulwarks  are  about  seven  feet  high,  so  as  to  conceal  her 
crew  from  the  sight  of  an  opposing  vessel,  and  to  afford  them  protection. 

8.  That  on  her  cut- water  or  bow,  immediately  under  the  bowsprit,  is 
painted  or  gilded  a  miniature  figure,  about  a  foot  high,  of  the  goddess 
of  liberty,  with  a  staff  in  her  hand,  on  which  is  surmounted  a  liberty  cap, 
and  what  is  intended,  I  believe,  the  palmetto  plant,  is  springing  up 
around  her  feet.  I  further  state  that  I  have  been  informed,  and  verily 
believe,  that  the  contract  with  the  Messrs.  Thompson  for  the  building  of 
said  ship  Pampero  was  and  is  entered  into  with  a  certain  party  acting 
as  the  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America ;  that 
Captain  Sinclair,  mentioned  in  the  exhibit  (D)  to  Mr.  Dudley's  affidavit, 
together  with  Messrs.  Tennet  and  North,  officers  of  the  confederate  navy, 
have  been  spending  most  of  this  year,  and  perhaps  a  part  of  last,  in 
Glasgow  and  its  vicinity,  and,  according  to  my  information  and  belief, 
giving  necessary  oversight  and  attention  to  the  construction  of  said  ves- 
sel and  the  ram  first  mentioned ;  that  from  the  foregoing  facts,  and  the 
affidavits  of  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  John  Latham,  Archibald  McClellan, 
and  William  Dryer,  and  facts  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  in  a 
confidential  manner,  and  which  I  am  not  now  at  liberty  to  use,  I  am 
satisfied,  and  fully  believe,  said  vessel  Pampero  is  a  war  vessel,  built 
and  intended  for  the  so-caUed  Confederate  States  in  America,  to  commit 
acts  of  hostility  and  make  war  upon  the  government  and  people  of  the 
United  States. 

W.  L.  UNDEEWOOD. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  on  the  18th  day  of 
B'ovember,  1863. 

FEED.  W.  TEEVOE,  Collector. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  H.  Dudley. 

I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  'So.  3  WeUesley  Terrace,  Prince's  Park, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
traly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  an  oath  is  contrary  to  my  con- 
scientious scruples,  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  affirm  and 
declare  as  follows :  That  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies;  that  soon  after  the  pub- 
lication hereinafter  referred  to  I  received  information  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  that  certain  correspondence  between  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America  and  their  agents 
to  their  representatives  and  agents  in  Europe  had  been  intercepted,  and 
that  the  same  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  government  of  the- United 
States  of  America ,•  that  soon  after  I  had  received  the  above  information 
I  received  from  the  State  Department  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  the 
Daily  ISTational  LiteUigencer,  published  at  Washington,  on  Saturday, 
the  17th  day  of  January,  1863,  containing  the  publication  of  said  inter- 
cepted correspondence;  that  I  now  refer  to  the  said  copy  of  the  said 
newspaper,  which  is  annexed  and  signed  by  me  as  relative  hereto,  and 
particularly  to  certain  portions  of  said  correspondence  and  memorandum 
therein  published,  consisting :  1.  Of  duplicate  letter  from  Mr.  MaUory  to 
Mr.  Mason,  dated  October  26, 1862.  2.  Letter  from  George  ]!^.  Sanders 
to  Eeed  Sanders,  dated  August  5,  1862.  3.  Unsigned  letter  or  memor- 
andum, (without  date,)  addressed  to  the  Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory,  secretary  of 
the  navy.  4.  Memorandum  following  the  last-mentioned,  unsigned  letter 
or  memorandum,  without  date  or  address.   5.  Letter  from  Mr.  S.  E.  Mai- 
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lory,  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  the  Hon.  C.  Gr.  Memrainger,  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  dated  October  27, 1862.  6.  Letter  from  Mr.  Memminger  to 
Mr.  Mallory,  dated  October  30,  1862.  7.  Letter  from  Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr. 
Mason,  dated  October  30, 1862;  which  said  letters  and  memoranda  are 
marked  A,  B,  0,  D,  E,  F,  and  Gr,  respectively,  on  said  copy  of  newspa- 
per, and  initialled  by  me  as  relative  thereto ;  that  since  the.publication 
in  the  newspaper  above  mentioned  of  the  intercepted  correspondence,  I 
have  received  from  the  State  Department  the  original  manuscripts  from 
which  the  aforesaid  publication  was  made,  and  I  have  the  said  original 
manuscripts  in  my  possession  at  Liverpool,  and  am  prepared  to  produce 
them  when  required  by  the  proper  authorities ;  that  I  imderstand  and 
believe  the  house  of  Galbraith  &  Co.,  referred  to  in  memorandum  D, 
before  mentioned,  is  the  same  house  as  Messrs.  Patrick  Henderson  & 
Company,  of  Glasgow,  of  which  firm  Mr.  James  Galbraith  is,  I  believe, 
one  of  the  partners. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  at  the  custom-house,  Glasgow,  the  10th  day  of  ]!^ovember, 
1863. 

PEED'K  W.  TEEVOE,  Collector. 


Deposition  of  John  Latham, 

I,  John  Latham,  of  No.  8  Douglas  street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and 
comity  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  I  am  an  engineer,  and  have 
served  as  engineer  of  steamers  for  the  last  eight  years;  that  I  have 
served  on  board  of  war  ships  for  five  years,  and  for  about  five  months 
I  served  as  fireman  on  board  of  the  Alabama;  that  I  have  also 
served  in  the  merchant  service  for  about  four  years ;  that  I  have  seen 
the  vessel  called  the  Pampero,  which  has  been  recently  launched  from 
the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  of  Glas- 
gow; that  I  was  on  board  of  be;-  before  she  was  launched;  that  nine 
port-holes  were  pierced  on  each  side  of  said  ship,  and  one  of  these  port- 
holes on  each  side  appeared  to  be  intended  as  a  gangway ;  that  before 
said  ship  was  launched  the  said  port-holes,  with  the  exception  of  one  on 
each  side,  were  closed  with  movable  shutters,  and  these  movable  shut- 
ters were  secured  by  rivets  on  the  inside,  and  I  saw  the  joints  or  seams 
where  the  shutters  met  filled  up  with  red  lead  putty  and  painted  over, 
and  nothing  is  now  visible  of  the  aforesaid  port-holes  but  the  hinges  of 
the  said  movable  shutters ;  that  I  observed  rings  or  eye-bolts  on  the  side 
of  the  said  ship  on  each  side  of  each  of  the  said  port-holes;  that  I  after- 
wards saw  some  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  removed,  and  the  sides  of 
the  ship  are  now  cased  over,  and  the  places  intended  for  fastening  on  these 
rings  or  eye-bolts  are  not  now  visible ;  that  I  have  always  seen  similar 
rings  or  eye-bolts  in  the  men-of-war  in  which  I  have  served,  and  they  are 
used  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  guns  and  of  moving  them  back- 
wards and  forwards ;  that  in  the  merchant  vessels  in  which  I  have 
sailed  I  never  saw  such  rings  or  eye-bolts  as  I  have  described,  and  there 
is  no  use  for  them  in  merchant  vessels ;  that  the  name  Canton,  London, 
was  at  first  gilded  upon  the  stern  of  the  said  ship,  but  that  before  the 
said  ship  was  launched  that  name  was  changed  to  Pampero ;  that  I  be- 
lieve the  said  ship  was  known  and  designated  in  the  yard  of  Messrs. 
James  and  George  Thompson  as  the  frigate,  and  on  one  occasion  when 
I  was  in  the  yard,  I  asked  for  one  Charles  Gibson,  who  had  been  in  the 
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employment  of  Messrs.  Thompson,  and  I  was  informed  by  one  of  the 
engineers  working  in  the  yard  that  he  did  not  know  the  man,  but  that  if 
I  went  over  to  the  frigate  (pointing  to  the  said  vessel  now  called  thePam- 
pero)  I  would  likely  find  him  there ;  that  the  bulwarks  of  said  ship  are  be- 
tween seven  and  eight  feet  in  height ;  that  I  have  seen  the  boilers  and 
engines  of  said  vessel;  that  the  boilers  are  four  in  number,  and  are  flat 
in  construction;  that  the  engines  are  horizontal,  and  the  whole,  both 
boilers  and  engines,  are  Under  the  water  line;  that  the  construction  of 
the  boilers  is  such  as  to  take  up  a  deal  of  carrying  space,  which  would 
not  suit  a  merchant  vessel ;  that  in  order  to  save  space,  a  merchant  ship 
would  likely  have  two  boilers  in  place  of  four,  and  such  boilers  could 
be  made  of  the  same  extent  of  the  Pampero,  by  being  constructed,as  is 
usual  in  merchant  ships,  above  the  water  line;  that  the  saidship  appears 
to  be  about  two  hundred  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  between  forty  and  fifty 
in  beam ;  that  from  the  whole  construction  and  build  of  the  said  ship,  I 
consider  and  declare  that  the  said  ship  is  intended  and  adapted  for  war- 
like purposes,  and  not  for  mercantile  service. 

JOHN  LATHAM. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of 
liTovember,  1863. 

FEED'K  W.  TEEYOE,  Collector. 


Deposition  of  William  Bayer. 

I,  WUliam  Dayer,  ship-joiner,  of  No.  29  Salisbury  street,  in  the  city 
of  Glasgow,  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say  :  That  I  am  pre- 
sently in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  ship- 
builders in  Glasgow,  and  have  been  in  their  employment  for  the  last 
three  weeks ;  that  a  vessel  has  been  recently  launched  from  the  ship- 
building yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  called  the  Pam- 
pero ;  that  previous  to  being  launched  the  name  Canton,  London,  was 
gilded  on  said  ship's  stern,  and  the  day  Ijefore  the  said  ship  was  launched 
her  name  was  changed  to  Pampero ;  that  I  have  been  many  times  on 
board  of  said  vessel,  while  iq  course  of  construction ;  that  the  said  ves- 
sel has  eight  port-holes,  besides  one  large  one  on  each  side;  that  the 
large  one  might  serve  as  a  gangway ;  that  these  port-holes  were  seen 
open  by  me,  but  that  they  were  afterwards  closed,  and  still  remain 
closed ;  that  the  port-holes  have  been  closed  up  by  the  movable  shut- 
ters being  secured  on  the  inside  by  bolts,  and  the  joints  or  seams  closed 
up,  and  nothing  is  now  visible  of  the  port-holes  save  the  hinges ;  that 
rings  or  eye-bolts  were  fitted  on  the  deck  of  said  ship  on  each  side  of 
each  of  the  i»ort-holes ;  that  the  object  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  appeared 
to  be  to  fasten  guns,  and  serve  as  a  means  of  moving  them  backwards 
and  forwards ;  that  seven  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  on  each  side  were 
removed  before  the  launch,  and  the  places  where  they  were  filled  up 
have  been  lined  up ;  that  the  ring  or  eye-bolts  opposite  one  port-hole 
on  each  side  of  the  vessel  of  the  bows  still  remain ;  that  the  bulwarks 
of  said  vessel  are  about  seven  feet  in  height ;  that  there  are  about  fifteen 
stop-cocks  and  valves  on  the  bottom  of  the  said  ship,  with  grating  on 
the  outside ;  that  some  of  these  are  very  close  to  one  another ;  that  the 
number  of  the  stop-cocks  and  valves  is  more  than  are  required  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  engines,  and  for  ordinary  ship  purposes,  and  I  believe  that 
the  extra  number  have  been  fitted  with  a  view  to  adapt  the  said  ship  to 
warlike  purposes,  and  among  others  to  drown  the  magazine  in  case  of 
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need ;  that  a  magazine  was  fitted  in  the  after  part  of  the  said  ship,  and 
consisted  of  four  compartments,  with  a  hole  on  the  top  of  each  large 
enough  to  admit  a  man,  and  there  is  a  hatch  on  each  hole ;  that  I  was 
informed  by  a  carpenter  who  was  working  on  board  of  the  said  ship, 
and  about  the  said  compartments,  that  these  compartments  formed  the 
magazine,  and  I  believe  that  they  were  adapted  for  that  purpose  ;  that 
there  were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers  fitted  up  in  said  ship 
along  the  side  in  the  forecastle  between  decks ;  that  these  were  all  taken 
down,  marked  and  numbered,  and  packed  away  bef6re  the  said  vessel 
was  launched ;  that  sixteen  mess-racks  have  been  made  for  the  use  of 
said  vess6l,  and  more  are  to  be  made,  and  that  each  of  said  mess-racks 
contains  places  for  dishes  for  eight  men ;  that  from  the  number  of  lock- 
ers and  mess-racks  thus  constructed  for  said  ship,  taken  in  connection 
with  other  circumstances,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  and  believe,  that  the  said 
ship  is  not  intended  or  built  for  mercantile  service ;  that  I  cannot  state 
with  accuracy  the  measurements  of  said  vessel,  but  I  think  her  length 
is  about  two  hundred  feet,  or  upwards,  and  her  water-mark  about  fif- 
teen feet  at  the  bow,  and  sixteen  feet  at  the  stern ;  that  I  cannot  state 
the  breadth  of  her  beam,  but  she  is  of  very  fine  proportions,  and  I 
believe  her  tonnage  to  be  about  one  thousand  tons,  builder's  measure- 
ment ;  that  the  general  belief  among  the  workmen  in  the  yard  is  that 
the  said  vessel  is  built  as  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  and  since  I  have  commenced  to  work  in  the  yard  of  the  said 
James  and  G-eorge  Thompson,  such  has  been  the  universal  reputation 
as  to  said  ship  among  my  feUow- workmen ;  that  among  us  she  generally 
went  by  the  name  of  "  another  Alabama,"  "  another  290,"  and  such  like 
names. 

WILLIAM  DATER. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-hoiise  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  dav  of 
November,  1863. 

FRED'K  W.  TREYOE,  Collector. 


Deposition  of  William  GooJc. 

I,  WiUiam  Cook,  of  No.  1,  Clermont  street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  I  am  a  ship  broker 
and  commission  merchant  in  Glasgow;  that  I  was  present  at  the  launch 
of  the  ship  called  the  Pampero,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1863,  from  the 
ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  ship-builders,  Glas- 
gow ;  that  I  am  acquainted  with  Messrs.  Eobert  Henderson  and  James 
Galbraith,  ship  brokers  in  Glasgow,  and  partners  of  the  firm  of  Patrick 
Henderson  &  Co.,  merchants  in  Glasgow ;  that  the  said  firm  of  Patrick 
Henderson  &  Co.  are  reputed  to  act  as  agents  in  Glasgow  of  the  firm  of 
W.  S.  Lindsay  &  Co.,  of  London ;  that  on  the  aforesaid  occasion  of  the 
launch  of  the  said  ship  Pampero,  I  saw  the  said  Eobert  Henderson  and 
a  person  believed  by  me  to  be  James  Galbraith  present,  and  apparently 
acting  as  if  interested  therein ;  that  I  afterwards  noticed  in  the  reports 
which  appeared  in  the  Glasgow  newspapers  of  the  following  day,  that 
the  said  ship  Pampero  had  been  christened  by  Mrs.  Galbraith ;  that  I 
particularly  observed  the  said  ship  when  being  launfched,  and  having 
been  for  many  years  a  master  in  the  merchant  service,  I  am  able  to 
judge  of  the  appearance  and  build  of  said  ship ;  that  from  the  general 
appearance  and  build  of  said  ship,  as  so  seen  and  observed  by  me,  I 
declare  that  she  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  vessel  intended  for  war,  and  not 
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for  mercantile  service ;  tliat  her  appearance  impressed  me  with,  the  belief 
that  she  was  adapted  for  war  purposes,  and  not  for  mercantile  service. 

WILLIAM  COOK. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of 
November,  1863. 

PEED'K  W.  TEEVOE,  Collector. 


■Deposition  of  Archibald  MoLellan. 

I,  Archibald  McLeUan,  joiner,  of  No.  45  Eglinton  street,  in  the  city 
of  Glasgow  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say : 

That  I  have  been  employed  in  ship-building  yards  as  a  joiner  for  the 
last  nine  years ;  that  I  was  informed  about  five  months  ago,  by  James 
Henning,  joiner,  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thomp- 
son, that  they  were  building  a  ram  and  a  privateer  in  the  yard  of 
Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America ;  that  we  had  been  conversing  about  the  screw  steamer  Georgia, 
which  had  about  that  time  sailed  from  Clyde,  as  a  privateer,  and  in 
the  course  of  our  conversation  the  said  James  Henning  volunteered 
the  above  information  regarding  the  ram  and  the  privateer;  that 
about  three  weeks  ago  I  casually  met  one  Kinlock,  a  carpenter,  in  the 
employment  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  in  the  course 
of  conversation  he  stated  that  he  was  engaged  fitting  up  magazines  on 
board  of  the  new  vessel  built  by  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson 
called  the  Pampero,  and  he  said  he  was  fitting  them  up  as  water  tanks ; 
that  the  said  Kinlock  further  stated  that  the  vessel  had  been  fitted  up 
with  messrooms  for  a  large  crew,  and  that  these  had  been  taken  down 
and  marked,  with  a  view  to  be  put  up  again;  that  I  have  frequently  seen 
the  said  ship  Pampero  while  in  the  course  of  construction,  and  about 
seven  weeks  ago  I  saw  her  lying  in  the  yard  of  thg  said  James  and 
George  Thompson,  and  I  observed  that  there  were  eight  port-holes 
pierced  in  the  side  of  the  said  ship  which  was  towards  me,  three  of  which 
port-holes  were  larger  than  the  other  five,  and  might  be  used  as  weU  for 
gangways  as  for  the  sweep  of  pivot-guns ;  that  the  said  port  holes  were 
then  open ;  that  since  the  said  ship  was  launched,  I  have  seen  her  on 
frequent  occasions,  and'  I  then  observed  that  the  port-holes  above  men- 
tioned, with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been  closed  up,  and  nothing  is 
visible  of  these  port-holes  but  the  hinges ;  that  on  one  occason,  in  the 
course  of  last  week,  I  was  on  board  of  said  ship,  as  she  lay  in  the  river 
Clyde,  and  I  observed  four  eye-bolts  opposite  certain  of  the  port-holes, 
which  I  saw  were  intended  for  securing  guns ;  that  on  frequent  occasions, 
besides  those  above  referred  to,  I  have  heard  from  various  persons  in  the 
employment  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson  that  tfie  said  ship 
Pampero  was  being  built  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  the 
said  ship  had  the  universal  reputation  among  these  persons  of  being  a 
vessel  of  war  or  privateer  for  the  Coofederate  States ;  that  the  construc- 
tion of  said  ship  is,  in  my  opinion,  in  accordance  with  that  reputation, 
and  in  the  course  of  my  experience  I  have  not  seen  a  vessel  built  for  the 
merchant  service,  of  similar  construction  as  the  said  ship  Pampero,  and 
I  believe  that  the  said  ship  Pampero  is  built  for  warlike  purposes,  not 
for  the  merchant  service. 

AECHIBALD  McLELLAN. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of 
2:Jovember,  1863. 

EEBD'K  W.  TEEVOE,  Collector. 
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Harl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  16, 1863, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  inclosing  farther  papers  respecting  the  Canton,  and  I  have 
to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  the  same 
to  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  h^ive  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 
Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq ,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  186.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  24, 1863. 

Snt :  The  government  have  instructed  one  of  their  officials  at  Glasgow 
to  inquire  into  the  matter  of  the  construction  of  war  steamer  Pampero, 
building  there  by  the  Thompsons  for  the  confederates. 

They  have  the  power,  under  the  Scotch  law,  to  summon  witnesses, 
and  compel  them  to  testify.    Pending  the  inquiry,  they  have  placed 

the  vessel  under  surveillance,  and  stationed  a  gunboat  to  watch  her. 

*  *  *  *  *  «  « 

If  the  oflBLcer  is  only  honest  in  his  investigation,  and  desirous  of  ascer- 
taining the  truth,  all  will  be  well,  and  the  vessel  stopped ;  but  if  he  acts 
as  most  of  the  other  subordinate  of&cials  with  whom  I  have  had  to  deal, 
he  will  whitewash  the  vessel  and  let  her  go.  I  think  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment are  now  in  earnest  and  disposed  to  do  what  is  right.  I  was  up 
at  Glasgow  again  on  Saturday  last  *****  He  told  us  that  the 
vessel  Pampero  is  for  the  confederates.  He  says  that  Lieutenant  Sin- 
clair is  superintending  her  construction,  and  that  P.  Henderson  &  Co., 
the  agents  of  the  confederacy  at  Glasgow,  pay  the  money  for  her.  The 
house  of  P.  Henderson  &  Co.  is  composed  of  Patrick  Henderson  and  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Galbraith,  and  is  the  same  house  referred  to  by 
George  if.  Sanders,  in  the  intercepted  correspondence,  as  Galbraith  & 
Co.,  of  Scotland.  Galbraith's  wife,  you  wiU  recollect,  christened  this 
vessel.  He  says  it  is  the  custom  of  the  Thompsons,  when  they  get  a  con- 
tract for  building  a  vessel,  to  make  a  draught  of  her,  and  to  place  upon 
the  draught  the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  the  flag  under  which  she  is  to 
sail ;  that  in  this  case  the  name  was  Virginia,  and  the  flag  the  confed- 
erate j  that  this  flag  was  painted  upon  the  draught.  He  says  that  the 
ring-bolts,  a  wheel  below  the  water-line  for  steering  the  vessel,  and  two 
powder  magazines  were  in,  and  many  of  the  other  fixtures  necessary  for  a 
vessel  of  war;  but  these  were  aU  removed  before  the  vessel  was  launched, 
and  he  knows  where  they  are.  She  also  has  made,  and  ready  to  be  put 
in  her,  one  hundred  and  twenty  copper  powder  tanks.  ***** 
He  says  her  armament  is  only  to  be  eleven  guns.  My  previous  informa- 
tion is  that  it  is  to  be  almost  double  this  number. 

^  #  *  *  *  • 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
K"0.  552.]  LEGATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  December  10,  1863. 

Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Meanwhile  (Earl  Eussell  said)  the  government  would  pursue  its  former 
policy,  and  use  its  power  in  preventing  all  violations  of  neutrality.  Act- 
ing in  this  sense  he  believed  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  pretty 
much  come  to  the  conclusion  to  sustain  proceedings  against  the  vessel 

called  the  Pampero  at  Glasgow. 

*  *  *  *  #  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  556.]  Legation  of  the  TJnitbb  States, 

London,  December  11, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell 
of  the  5th  instant,  transmitting  a  number  of  depositions  from  Mr.  Un- 
derwood, the  consul  at  Glasgow,  in  the  case  of  the  Pampero,  and  like- 
wise one  of  his  lordship,  in  acknowledgment.  Copies  of  the  depositions 
are  also  appended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAfTCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


'  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.    • 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  5,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  depositions 
furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Underwood,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Glasgow,  all  relating  to  the  outfit  of  the  vessel  called  the  Canton  or  the 
Pampero  at  that  port. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  EARL  Eussell,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Deposition  of  John  McGibbon. 

I,  John  McGibbon,  a  riveter,  residing  at  63  King's  street,  Tradeston, 
Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  I  have  been  ieight 
months  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  but 
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"was  not  all  that  time  employed  on  the  Pampero.  I  left  the  employment 
three  days  before  she  was  launched.  She  was  named  the  Canton,  which 
name  was  in  gUt  letters  on  each  side  of  her  bow.  It  was  the  general 
opinion  that  name  woidd  be  changed,  and  that  chiefly  for  the  reason 
that  a  ship's  name  is  almost  always  carved  or  cut  in,  while  the  name 
Canton  was  only  put  on  by  temporary  gilt  letters.  I  saw  that  there 
were  eight  port-holes  in  the  ship,  besides  two  larger  ones,  (one  on  each 
side,)  both  when  they  were  open  and  when  they  were  closed.  I  saw  also 
that  ring-bolts  or  gun-fasts  were  put  on,  (similar  to  those  of  the  Black 
Prince,  on  which  I  wrought  when  she  was  being  constructed,)  and  I  knew 
that  they  were  afterwards  removed.  Nothing  is  now  visible  of  the  port- 
holes except  the  hinges  of  the  shutters  which  have  been  put  on.  The 
use  of  the  eye-bolts  or  gun-fasts  is  to  fasten  guns  and  move  them  back- 
wards and  forwards.  The  height  of  the  ship's  bulwarks  was  about  seven 
feet.  The  number  of  stop-cocks  and  valves  (there  were  six  or  seven  on 
each  side,  with  grating  on  the  outside)  is  greater  than  is  usually  the  case 
in  other  vessels.  Some  of  these  amidships  are  close  to  one  another.  I 
cannot  say  for  what  purpose  there  are  so  many,  but  there  are  more  than 
would  be  necessary  for  engine  and  other  purposes.  They  could  be 
made  useftd  in  drowning  the  magazine  if  that  were  wished.  Underneath 
the  boiler  seat  and  engine  seat  the  vessel  is  plated,  and  there  is  a  tier 
of  plating  above  the  engine,  making  her  much  stronger  than  any  other 
vessel  having  a  wooden  bottom.  I  know  of  a  magazine  having  been  fitted 
up  in  the  after-part  of  the  ship  with  a  hatch-hole  capable  of  admitting  a 
inan.  I  observed  there  were  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers  fitted 
up  in  said  ship  along  the  side  in  the  forecastle,  between  decks.  There 
are  four  or  five  water-tanks  between  decks,  between  where  the  bunkers 
should  be  placed.  I  was  not  employed  working  on  board  the  ship  for 
some  time  before  I  left,  but  1  was  on  board  every  day,  at  the  meal  hours, 
seeing  what  was  doing.  It  was  believed  by  myself  and  by  all  my  fellow- 
workmen  that  the  shij)  was  fitted  up  as  a  vessel  of  war,  intended  for  the 
government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America ;  at  least,  it  was  so 
reported.  The  ship  has  no  accommodation  for  such  stowage  as  would  be 
required  by  a  vessel  in  the  merchant  service.  The  hatches  were  similarly 
constructed  to  those  of  other  vessels,  but  smaller,  and  with  regard  to 
her  rudder  it  was  composed  of  brass  plates  and  brass  rivets,  which  is 
seldom  the  case  with  an  ordinary  vessel ;  and  the  propeller  is  of  solid 
brass,  which  is  also  very  unusual.  These  are  generally  made  of  cast-iron. 
AH  this  is  truth,  as  I  shall  answer  to  God. 

J.  McGIBBOK. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  at  Glasgow,  December  21,  1863. 


Deposition  oj  James  Boss. 

I,  James  Eoss,  clerk  to  Mr.  Henry  Miller,  .13  Virginia  Street,  Glasgow, 
and  residing  at  136  West  Graham  street,  Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark, 
make  oath  and  say :  That  on  this  23d  day  of  November,  1863, 1  visited 
the  yard  of  Danach  &  Espie,  boat-builders  and  carpenters,  Ardgowor 
street,  Glasgow,  and  there  saw  two  new  life-boats  and  two  new  long  or 
jolly  boats,  which  are  just  completed ;  that  these  boats  are  presently 
being  painted,  which  is  the  last  thing  to  be  done  to  them ;  that  I  was  in- 
formed by  James  Urquehart,  the  foreman  boat-builder,  and  also  by  Dun- 
can McDiarmid,  a  wright  who  was  employed  on  them,  that  they  were 
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ordered  by  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  are  intended  for 
the  ship  Pampero,  recently  built  by  them;  that-each  of  said  boats  has 
six  cross-beams,  and  provision  is  made  for  eight  oars ;  that  they  are  about 
twenty  feet  in  leingth,  and  about  eight  feet  in  breadth  of  beam  ;  that  the 
said  Duncan  McDiarmid  informed  me  that  said  boats  are  very  strongly 
constructed,  and  that  there  is  extra  work  at  the  stern  of  each  of  them, 
which  is  unusual  in  the  other  long  or  jolly  boats ;  that  between  the  stern 
itself  and  the  aft  cross-beams  there  is  a  transverse  piece  of  wood  (black 
birch)  eleven  inches  deep  and  four  and  a  half  inches  thick,  and  there 
are  besides  four  diagonal  pieces  to  strengthen  the  former  and  keep  it  in 
its  place,  thus : 


The  said  transverse  beam  and  diagonals  are  made  movable  so  they  can 
be  taken  out  and  replaced  at  pleasure.  That  in  the  center  of  said 
beam  is  a  hole  which  he  stated  was  for  a  swivel,  for  the  purpose  of 
a,  gun  being  there  placed  and  wrought.  That  McDiarmid  stated  that 
lately  they  were  hurried  to  get  said  boats  in  readiness,  but  that  now 
ttey  are  not  so  pushed  for  them.    AH  which  is  truth,  as  I  shaU  answer 

to  God.  k 

JAMBS  BOSS. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  of  customs,  Glasgow,  November  23, 1863. 


Deposition  of  John  McQueen  Barr. 

I,  John  McQueen  Barr,  clerk  to  Henry  Miller,  of  No.  13  Virginia  street, 
Glasgow,  and  residing  at  No.  80  New  City  Eoad  there,  make  oath  and 
say :  That  I  know  by  sight  a  person  calling  himself  Captain  Sinclair, 
and  another  called  Captain  Tennant,  and  have  been  informed  that  both 
are  from  the  Confederate  States  of  America  and  connected  with  the 
government  of  those  States ;  that  I  am  aware  that  both,  as  well  as 
a  Captain  North,  resided  for  some  time  at  the  Bridge  of  Allan  and 
also  in  Glasgow ;  that  I  know  their  lodgings  in  Glasgow  to  be 
in  India  street;  that  on  the  second  day  of  this  present  month  of 
November  I  saw  Tennant  and  Sinclair  in  company  together  at  Bridge  of 
AUan ;  that  I  have  been  shown  a  photograph  containing  a  group  of 
four  males  and  three  females ;  that  one  of  the  four  represents  Sinclair, 
and  another  is  Tennant.  It  was  from  this  that  I  first  identified  Sinclair 
in  person,  and  he  was  afterwards  pointed  out  to  me  as  one  of  a  number 
of  American  strangers  who  had  been  located  there  during  the  autumn 
months,  and  I  was  then  informed  he  was  named  Sinclair.  I  had  seen 
him  at  I3ridge  of  Allan  previously,  though  I  did  not  know  anything  of 
Tiim  then ;  that  on  the  31st  day  of  October  last  I  examined  in  Sterling 
the  file  of  the  Bridge  of  Allan  Eeporter,  and  selected  the  following  from 
the  list  of  visitors : 

April  5,  1863. — Captain  and  Mrs.  North,  Miss  North,  Captain  Sin- 
clair, Confederate  States  of  America,  at  Mrs.  Lanark's,  Belmair  House. 
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May  8, 1863.— Captain,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  North,  Charleston,  Virmnia  : 
Captain  Sinclair,  at  Belmair  House. 

July  6,  1863.— Captain,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Iforth,  Confederate  States,  at 
Belmair  House. 

March  28,  1863 — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tennant,  at  J.  Miller's,  Wellwood  House. 
And  I  obtained  the  following  information  as  to  the  several  lodgings  they 
had  occupied:  1st.  Mrs.  Pattison's,  Fountain  Eoad;  2d.  Mrs.  Smart's, 
Belmair  House ;  3d.  Miss  McDonald's,  Prospect  Yilla ;  4th.  Mrs.  Smart's 
again ;  5th.  J.  Miller's  Wellwood  House ;  6th.  Mrs.  Young's,  Anpeld 
Eoad — all  Bridge  of  AUan. 

That  since  the  9th  day  of  the  present  month  I  have  seen  Sinclair 
several  times  in  Glasgow. 

AH  of  which  is  truth,  as  I  shall  answer  to  God. 

JOHN  M.  BAEE. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  of  customs,  Glasgow,  November  23, 1863. 


Depositions  of  William  McCambridge  and  William  CarricJc. 

I,  WiUiam  McCambridge,  shipwright,  of  the  town  of  Govan  and 
county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  on  the  day  the  vessel  called 
and  known  as  the  Pampero  arrived  at  the  public  crane  on  the  Broom- 
ielaw,  in  Glasgow,  about  four  weeks  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving' 
her  machinery,  having  some  curiosity  to  see  her  fittings,  &c.,  from  the 
reports  I  had  heard  concerning  her,  I  went  on  board  of  her,  and  went 
over  nearly  the  whole  of  her,  making  such  examination  of  her  as  I  was 
able.  Prom  this  examination,  and  from  my  experience  as  a  shipwright, 
I  state  that  many  of  her  fittings  were  and  are  quite  different  from  and 
cmlike  what  are  usual  and  customary  on  merchant  vessels,,  whether  screw 
or  paddle- wheeled.  The  vessel  Pampero  is  a  screw  steamer,  having  been 
built  in  the  shipyard  of  J.  &  G.  Thompson,  near  Glasgow  j  but  having 
been  employed  for  two  years  as  a  shipwright  in  vessels  of  war  of  her 
Majesty's  dockyard  at  Portsmouth,  I  saw  at  once  that  many  of  her  fit- 
tings were  evidently  those  of  a  vessel  of  war.  The  engines  and  boilers 
of  the  Pampero,  eight  feet  three  inches  in  height,  liave  been  placed  and 
are  under  the  water  line,  as  is  usual,  for  obvious  reasons,  in  vessels  of 
war,  but  very  unusual  in  merchant  vessels.  At  each  end  of  the  engine- 
room  there  is  on  the  Pampero  a  donkey  engine  fitted  that  I  have  never 
observed  on  merchant  vessels,  but  common  on  vessels  of  war.  The  deck 
beams  of  the  Pampero  are  placed  much  closer  together  than  on  any 
merchant  steamer  I  have  ever  seen,  there  being  one  riveted  to  every 
frame,  and  only  eighteen  inches  from  center  to  center.  The  decks,  of 
red  pine,  are  also  unusually  thick,  being  four  and  a  half  inches,  and  evi- 
dently calculated  and  intended  to  carry  heavy  weight  on  deck.  The 
Pampero  is  provided  with  a  double  steering  wheel,  placed  about  six  or 
eight  feet  under  the  upper  deck,  and  on  the  upper  deck  there  is  another 
similar  steering  wheel.  There  were  two  yokes  or  tillers  connected  with 
these  wheels  under  deck,  with  the  necessary  blocks  and  leads  for  tiller 
ropes,  as  in  war  vessels.  At  the  interval  of  about  four  days  after  this 
first  examination,  I  again  went  on  board  the  Pampero,  and  found  that 
the  lower  steering  wheel  had  been  removed,  but  that  the  tiles  and  fit- 
tings remained.  The  cabins  on  the  upper  or  gun  deck  of  the  Pampero 
are  all  hinged  for  removal  as  a  vessel  of  war,  to  enable  the  deck  to  be 
cleared  for  action,  fore  and  aft.    Her  deck  ports,  or  port-holes,  of  which 


222  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

there  are  eight  on  a  side,  are  raised  sixteen  or  eighteen  inches  above  the 
main  deck,  showing  they  are  not  intended  to  carry  off  water  or  the 
sweepings  of  the  ship.  The  hinges  of  the  cabins  and  the  raised  position 
of  the  ports  are  appropriate  to  war  vessels,  but  unusual  and  inappro- 
priate to  merchant  vessels ;  and  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  judgment,  and 
belief,  as  a  shipwright,  having  worked  at  the  trade  for  thirteen  years,  in 
merchant  and  war  vessels,  that  the  Pampero  is  built  and  intended  as  a 
vessel  of  war,  and  to  be  used  for  war  purposes,  and  not  as  a  merchant 
vessel.  She  has  been  so  held  and  reputed  to  be  in  the  yard  of  Messrs. 
Thompson,  where  she  was  built,  and  where  I  worked  on  her  previous  to 
the  15th  of  February  last,  by  all  hands,  and  to  be  intended  for  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,  being  called  and  known  in  the  yard  as  the 
second  "Alabama,"  second  "290,"  and  such  like  names;  and  I  have  fre- 
quently seen  two  persons  pointed  out  to  me  as  Captains  North  and  Sin- 
clair giving  directions  and  apparently  superintending  the  work  and 
operations  in  the  Pampero  as  though  they  were  interested  therein ;  and 
I  recognize  and  identify  the  two  persons  in  the  photograph  shown  to  me 
of  a  family  group,  under  which  is  written  the  names  of  IsTorth,  Sinclair, 
and  others,  and  here  referred  to.  I  further  state  that  the  Pampero  has 
telescope  funnels,  which  is  very  unusual  in  merchant  vessels,  but  very- 
common  in  vessels  of  war.  I  have  worked  in  J.  &  Q.  Thompson's  yard 
about  five  years  previous  to  about  the  15th  of  February  last;  since  then 
in  A.  &  J.  Ang:le's,  and  have  been  intimate  with  Thompson's  yard  and 
hands  up  to  this  time. 

WILLIAM  McCAMBEEDGE. 

Sworn. before  the  collector  at  Glasgow,  November  28, 1863. 

I,  William  .Carrick,  shipwright,  residing  at  No.  4Ferrol  street,  Eelim- 
baugh,  near  Glasgow,  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That 
I  have  heard  the  statement  and  affidavit  of  William  McCambridge  fuUy 
and  distinctly  read ;  that  I  was  present  with  and  accompanied  the  said 
William  McCambridge  on  both  occasions  and  visits  to  the  Pampero, 
which  he  in  his  said  affidavit  and  statement  refers  to  and  describes ;  and 
I  fuUy  and  understandingiy  concur  and  agree  with  each  and  all  of  said 
descriptions  and  specifications  of  and  concerning  the  vessel  Pampero, 
and  that  the  said  Pampero  is  different  from  a  merchant  vessel  and  like 
to  a  war  vessel  in  the  parts  and  points  he  has  designated  and  specified. 
I  also  unite  and  concur  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  said  vessel  Pam- 
pero was  and  is  built  and  designed  for  war  purposes,  or  a  vessel  of  war, 
and  not  for  a  merchant  vessel.  I  further  state  that  I  concur  with  him 
as  to  the  general  reputation  of  the  Pampero  as  a  war  vessel,  intended 
and  built  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  as  also  in  regard  to 
Captains  North  and  Sinclair,  the  confederate  agents,  superintending  the 
building  of  said  vessel.  I  therefore  adopt  said  affidavit  as  my  own,  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  repetition,  except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  himself 
as  a  shipwright.  I  have  never  worked  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  ship- 
yards, but  have  worked  at  the  trade  of  shipwright  for  fifteen  years  last 
past.  I  worked  in  Thompson's  yard  three  years,  and  am  well  acquainted 
with  his  hands. 

WILLIAM  CAEEICK. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  of  Glasgow,  November  28, 1863. 
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J?<wZ  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiGW  Office,  December  5, 1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  inclosing  copies  of  several  depositions  furnished  to  you 
by  Mr.  Underwood,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Glasgow,  relative 
to  the  outfit  of  the  vessel  called  the  Canton  or  the  Pampero  at  that  port, 
and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  these  papers  shaU  be  consid- 
ered by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  tiave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  <fec.,  (fee. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

]S"o.  565.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

'  London,  January  1, 1864. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  note  addressed  by  me 
to  Lord  EusseU,  on  the  28th  of  December,  in  relation  to  certain  move- 
ments contemplated  by  the  rebels  in  this  country,  and  of  his  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  28, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  From  such  information  as  is  believed  by  me  to  be  entitled 
to  credit,  although  it.  is  not  at  present  in  my  power  to  submit  the  evi- 
dence directly  to  your  lordship,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  the 
fact  that  a  number  of  persons,  not  less  than  thirty,  have  lately  arrived 
from  the  United  States,  with  the  intention  to  embark  in  the  steamer 
Pampero,  now  at  Glasgow,  on  a  hostile  expedition  against  the  United 
States.  Of  these  persons,  some  eleven  or  twelve,  including  one  Dr.  Val- 
landigham,  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  are  now  in  Liverpool,  and  the 
others  are  either  in  London  or  Glasgow.  Captain  Sinclair,  who  has  been 
here  for  more  than  a  year,  is  designated  to  take  the  command.  He  has 
left  Glasgow  from  fear  of  inquiry,  and  is  now  living  elsewhere  under  an 
asstimed  name.  A  person  by  the  name  of  Colin  McKensey,  of  Balti- 
more, but  now  residing  in  London,  furnishes  the  payments  to  the  men, 
and  is  mentioned  as  the  paymaster  for  the  vessel. 

I  am  further  informed  that  these  are  a  most  daring  and  reckless  set 
of  men  who  at  one  moment  contemplated  the  project  of  seizing  the  Pam- 
pero and  running  her  out  of  the  port  of  Glasgow,  either  by  force  or  fraud. 
This  scheme  is,  however,  for  the  present  abandoned,  especially  as  hopes 
have  been  inspired  by  Lieutenant  Maury,  who  has  lately  visited  those 
remaining  at  Liverpool,  that  the  object  will  be  accomplished  in  a  simpler 
way. 
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The  desperate  nature  of  the  class  of  persons  to  which  these  men  be- 
long in  the  United  States  is  so  well  known  to  me,  that  1  shall  not  be 
surprised  to  find  them  at  any  moment  attempting  some  scheme  to  seize 
a  vessel  that  promises  success,  even  though  it  be  in  defiance  of  the  law 
as  well  as  of  the  power  of  this  kingdom.  For  these  reasons  I  have  taken  ■ 
the  liberty  to  submit  the  private  information  I  have  obtained,  even 
though  it  does  not  appear  to  be  authenticated  in  the  usual  manner. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon,  Eael  Eussell,  &o.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Offiob,  December  29, 1863 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  respecting  a  number  of  persons,  said  to  be  of  desperate 
character,  who  are  reported  to  have  lately  arrived  in  this  country,  and 
I  have  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  caused  the  information  con- 
tained in  your  letter  to  be  communicated  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  with  a  view  to  such  measures  being  taken  as 
the  law  allows  to  defeat  any  such  attempts  as  are  therein  alluded  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  803.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  6, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  December  11, 
No.  556,  together  with  its  accompaniment,  namely,  your  note  addressed 
to  Earl  Eussell,  with  proofs  in  the  case  of  the  Canton  alias  the  Pampero, 
a  piratical  steamer,  which  is  being  built  at  Glasgow.  Later  advices  by 
telegram  state  that  her  Majesty's  government  has  forbidden  the  depart- 
ure of  that  hostile  craft.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  information  is 
correct. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  die,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  585.]  .  Legation  of  the  United  States,    • 

London,  January  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  regard  to  the  hope  expressed  in  your  No.  803  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, that  the  rumor  of  the  stopping  of  the  Pampero  at  Glasgow  might 
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prove  true,  you  will  long  ere  this  have  received  full  confirmation  of  it. 
■I  had  considered  Lord  EuseeU's  intimation  to  me,  as  reported  to  you  in 
my  No.  552,  of  the  10th  of  December,  so  distinct,  that  I  had  little  doubt 
of  the  result  from  that  moment.  It  is  announced  in  the  newspapers  that 
the  trial  will  come  on  in  about  a  month. 

One  good  effedt  of  these  various  proceedings  has  been  to  remove  all 
further  anxiety  respecting  the  destination  of  the  formidable  iron-clad 
ram  in  process  of  construction  at  the  same  place.  That  she  was  ordered 
in  the  first  instance  by  the  rebels  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt.  She  has 
now  been  purchased  by  the  Danish  government,  as  I  learn  from  the 
minister,  M.  de  BiUe.  ■ 

****** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.]  .    \ 

No.  628.]  Legation  op  the  TJniteb  States, 

London,  March  23, 1864. 
gjg.     #  »*#«#* 

I  likewise  send  such  information  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  respecting 
theproceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Pampero  at  Glasgow.  It  would  seem 
that  the  Scotch  jurists  feel  themselves  less  embarrassed  by  technical 
difficulties  than  their  brethren  in  this  kingdom. 

I  learn  from  a  good  source  that  there  will  be  a  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  law  lords  in  the  appealed  case  respecting  the  Alexandra. 
But  I  know  not  how  this  wiU  affect  the  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,      \ 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Slip  from  the  Morning  Star  of  March  23, 1864.] 

While  the  Alexandra  case  has  got  into  a  position  of  such  hopeless 
muddle  that  even  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court,  before  which  it 
was  last  pleaded,  can  do  nothing  more  than  settle  a  point  of  form  as  to 
the  powers  of  the  exchequer  judges  to  make  certain  rules,  it  is  somewhat 
satisfactory  to  find  that  in  a  similar  cause  now  before  the  Scotch  courts 
a  judgment  has  already  been  given  which  goes  to  the  marrow  of  the 
vexed  question  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  The  Pampero  was 
seized  in  the  Clyde  under  very  much  the*same  circumstances  as  the 
Alexandra  was  detained  in  the  Mersey,  upon  the  allegation  that  she  was 
being  fitted  out  as  a  confederate  privateer.  Unfortunately  for  the  repu- 
tation of  Glasgow,  the  Japan — ^now  the  Georgia— had  formerlj^  managed 
to  escape,  and  commence  her  detestable  work  of  burning  the  merchant 
ships  of  the  United  States  of  America.  In  seizing  the  Pampero  the  gov- 
ernment were  thus  not  acting  without-having  good  and  sufficient  reasons, 
although  the  parties  implicated,  like  their  Liverpool  associates,  have  not 
15  A  0 — ^VOL.  n 
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been  without  abettors  in  Parliament.  The  case  came  before  the  exchequer 
judge  of  the  court  of  session,  upon  an.  elaborate  information  at  the 
instance  of  the  Crown,  framed  apparently  upon  the  model  of  that  which 
has  been  so  well  torn  to  pieces  in  the  Alexandra  discussions.  The 
defendants  took  exceptions  to  the  relevancy  in  point  o^  law  of  certain  of 
the  counts  in  the  indictment,  upon  the  same  grounds  as  were  urged  by 
Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  his  brethren  in  the  exchequer  court.  They  con- 
tended that  these  objections  should  be  disposed  of  before  trial,  but  the 
exchequer  judge  decided  that  it  would  be  better  to  get  at  the  facts  in 
the  first  instance  before  dealing  with  the  objections  to  the  relevancy, 
and  appointed  a  day  for  trial.  The  defendants  appealed  to  the  "  Inner 
House,"  which  fulfills  in  Scotland  the  functions  of  the  exchequer  chamber 
in  such  cases  as  the  present,  and  on  Friday  last  their  lordships  united 
in  a  very  sound  judgment,  which  we  may  well  commend  to  the  attention 
of  the  lord  chief  baron,  and  those  who  have  spun  so  many  fUimsy  theories 
in  fa\or  of  privateer  builders  out  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  statute. 

Two  leading  objection  swere  taken  by  the  defendants:  first,  that  with 
which  we  are  now  tolerably  familiar,  that  as  the  information  did  not 
contain  any  allegation  of  arming,  the  statutory  words  "  equip,  fit  out, 
and  furnish  "  were  not  applicable  in  regard  to  a  cruiser  or  vessel  intended 
to  commit  hostilities ;  and  the  second,  that  the  statute  is  not  directed 
against  those  who  merely  equip  a  vessel  even  when  it  is  intended  to 
commit  hostilities,  if  the  hostilities  are  not  meditated  by  the  actual 
equippers,  but  by  purchasers,  or  parties  into  whose  hands  the  vessel 
may  ultimately  come.  Upon  the  first  objection  we  had  the  opportunity 
of  making  some  comments  when  the  Alexandra  case  was  tried,  and  when 
the  lord  chief  baron  was  reported  to  have  ruled  upon  the  authority  of  a 
dictionary  that  all  the  three  expressions  above  quoted  meant,  and  in  the 
case  of  a  cruiser  could  mean,  something  else  than  actual  arming.  Unfor- 
tunately the  points  of  law  in  the  English  trial  have  never  come  up 
purely  upon  their  merits,  but  the  whole  proceedings  have  been  from 
first  to  last  a  confused  wrangle,  little  creditable  to  English  jurisprudence. 
It  is  all  the  more.important,  therefore,  to  have  the  decisive  ruling  of  the 
Scotch  judges  upon  the  meaning  of  this  imperial  statute.  In  the  court 
of  review  the  finding  of  the  exchequer  judge,  that  all  the  questions  of 
law  should  be  postponed  until  after  the  trial  of  the  facts,  was  not  entirely 
assented  to,  the  judges  concurring  that  it  would  be  better  to  dispose  at 
once  of  those  objections  to  the  information  which  related  solely  to. the 
construction  of  the  statute.  That  which  related  to  the  "  arming  "  theory 
was  very  summarily  set  aside  by  the  lord  president  (Mclireill)  in  a  manner 
antagonistic  to  the  ruling  of  4he  chief  baron.  After  recapitulating 
the  version  contended  for,  that  the  words  "  equip,  fit  out,  and  furnish" 
applied  to  a  transport  or  store-ship,  and  the  subsequent  phrase  "  or  arm" 
was  the  sole  expression  intended  to  be  applicable  to  a  cruiser,  the  first 
judicial  authority  in  Scotland  sharply  adds,  "  I  think  that  is  a  very 
strained  interpretation,  and  I  cannot  adopt  it."  Then  upon  the  further 
proposition  that  the  word  "  arm"  being  applicable  to  a  cruiser,  and  no 
such  act  being  alleged  in  the  information,  while  the  words  "  equip,  fit 
out,  and  furnish "  alone  were  used,  the  information  was  defective,  his 
lordship  added,  "I  am  of  opinion  that  the  words  '  equip,  furnish,  and  fit 
out'  are  suf&cient,  and  that  those  words  will  cover  a  greater  or  less  extent 
of  arming."  Lord  Cui-riehill  held  that  the  words  "  equip,  furnish,  fit  out, 
or  arm"  were  used  in  the  British  statute  as  synonymous  with  or  as 
exegetical  of  each  other,  and  that,  moreover,  their  meaning  was  to  be 
such  .as  would  harmonize  with  the  intents  set  forth  in  the  context.  He 
was  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  objection  that  arming  was  not  expressly 
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added  to  equipping  in  describing  the  offense  in  the  first  ninety-six  counts 
of  the  indictment  was  not  well  founded.  Lord  Deas,  after  splitting  some 
hairs,  came  substantially  to  the  same  conclusion ;  and  Lord  Ardmillan, 
who  entered  more  fully  into  the  general  question,  gave  his  opinion  no 
less  decisively  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  allege  arming  in  the  infor- 
mation, because  the  word  "  equip"«might,  in  his  view,  cover  arming  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent ;  and  further,  that  the  statutory  offense  might  be 
committed  without  the  ship  beiug  actually  armed.  The  judgment 
unanimously  pronounced  was  in  accordance  with  these  views.  Upon  the 
more  subtle  objection,  that  the  statute  is  not  directed  against  equipping 
a  vessel  as  a  cruiser  unless  the  actual  equippers  intend  to  commit  the 
hostilities,  the  judges  were  equally  unanimous.  They  repelled  both  pleas, 
and  ordered  the  case  for  trial  on  the  5th  of  April. 

These  four  judges,  all  of  them  men  of  distinguished  ability,  and  the 
lord  president  of  the  court,  especially  conspicuous  for  the  clearness  and 
vigor  of  his  mind,  must  now  be  added  to  the  two  judges  of  the  court  of 
exchequer  who  differed  from  the  ruling  of  the  lord  chief  baron  upon  the 
construction  of  this  imperial  statute.  It  is  somewhat  novel  to  find  Scotch 
judges  brushing  aside  legal  cobwebs  and  subtle  theories,  and  arriving  at 
the  sound  common  sense  construction  of  an  act  which  has  puzzled  the 
experienced  minds  of  the  English  bench,  but  none  the  less  satisfactory 
that  the  views  adopted  by  the  lawofQcers  of  the  Crown  have  thus  received 
the  imprimatur  of  the  highest  court  in  the  sister  kingdom.  We  cannot 
doubt,  if  the  lord  chief  baron  had  allowed  the  bill  of  exceptions  originally 
tendered  by  the  counsel  for  the  Crown,  that  the  same  sound  views  would 
before  this  have  been  announced  by  the  highest  judicial  authority  in  the 
empire.  The  House  of  Lords  is  now  occupied,  not  with  the  main  ques- 
tion at  issue,  but  with  the  subsidiary,  and  compared  to  the  imj)ortance 
of  the  action  the  very  paltry  point,  whether  the  novel  remedy  granted 
by  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  lieu  of  the  ordinary  procedure  in  cases 
of  misdirection  was  within  the  competency  of  the  barons  to  grant  or  not. 
That  may  be  a  most  interestiug  question  for  the  lawyers,  and  it  has 
apparently  puaizled  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  the  public  do  not  care  one 
jot  whether  the'  rules  be  sustained  or  repealed.  They  have  some  anx- 
iety to  ascertain  if  the  foreign  enlistment  act  be  sufficient  to  preserve 
our  ports  from  being,  made  the  starting  points  of  armed  expeditions 
against  friendly  nations.  In  consequence  of  repeated  miscarriages  we 
cannot  have  that  satisfaction  at  present  from  the  decision  to  be  given  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  although  we  cannot  believe  that  even  an , 
adverse  judgment  against  the  Crown  on  the  subsidiary  question  will  have 
the  effect  of  throwing  the  case  out  of  court,  and  we  are  therefore  all  the 
more  thankful  that  light. has  been^  shed  upon  the  construction  of  the 
statute  by  the  Scotch  judges.  It  would  be  well  for  those  whp  meditate 
embarking  in  the  nefarious  traffic  to  consider  the  tendency  of  the  deci- 
sion in  the  case  of  the  Pampero,  and  the  strong  probability,  aU  but 
amounting  to  a  certainty,  that  the  samfe  views  will  ultimately  be  pro- 
pounded by  the  highest  judicial  authority  in  England. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  905.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  7,  1864. 
SiE :  In  your  dispatch  No.  628  you  have  given  me  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Scottish  tribunal  at  Edinburgh,  against  the  Pampero. 
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The  just  opinions  so  clearly  expressed  by  the  court  in  that  case  serve  to 
augment  the  regret  which  this  government  feels  that  the  cause  of  inter- 
national peace  and  harmony  has  suffered  so  deeply  from  the  want  of 
equal  clearness  and  decision  in  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  London 
in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  t&c,  die. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ISo.  641.]  '  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  7, 1864 

With  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Pampero,  at  Glasgow,  he  (Earl  EusseU) 
said  that  a  proposition  had  been  made  by  the  owners  to  put  an  end  to 
it.  They  now  admitted  that  it  had  been  built  for  the  rebels ;  but  they 
af&rmed  that  it  was  no  longer  theirs,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  give 
bonds  that  it  would  not,  if  released,  go  into  their  hands.  His  lordship 
did  not  say  that  the  government  had  assented  to  this.  But  I  infer  from 
a  notice  in  the  Edinburgh  Scotsman,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit,  that 
the  arrangement  has  protiably  been  carried  out. 

The  conference  ended  thus,  pretty  much  as  it  began.  I  am  more  and 
more  convinced  of  the  inutility  of  pressing  these  or  any  arguments  fur- 
ther upon  this  ministry.        • 

#    ,  *  *  #  #  #  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

OHAELES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THE  PAMPERO  CASE. 

-• 

We  understand  that  the  case  of  the  Pampero  will  not  now  go  to  jury 
trial,  an  arrangement  having  been  made  for  its  settlement.  We  believe 
that  by  the  arrangement  the  owners  have  consented  to  a  verdict  being 
entered  for  the  Crown,  forfeiting  the  vessel  on  some  one  count  of  the 
information,  to  be  selected  by  the  owners,  they  making  such  explanatory 
statement  on  the  subject  as  they  may  think  desirable.  It  is  provided, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  owners  are  to  retain  and  trade  with  the  ves- 
sel, but  are  not  to  sell  it  for  two  years  except  with  the  consent  of  the 
Crown;  and  that  alterations  are  to  be  made  in  the  structure  of  the  ves- 
sel. We  understand  that  the  builders  are  no  parties  to  the  compromise, 
which  provides  for  settUug  their  claim  and  having  it  withdrawn  from 
the  proceedings. — Scotsman. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward.  ' 

[Extract.]  _ 

No.  259.]  United  States  Oonsulate, 

,  Liverpool,  April  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  Andrew  Murray,  jr.,  esq.,  one  of  tlie  Crown  officers,  at  Edin- 
burgh, who  has  had  the  preparation  of  the  case  against  the  Pampero  for 
trial,  wrote  me  on  Saturday  last  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
which  a  verdict  of  forfeiture  ia  favor  of  the  Crown  was  to  be  entered 
agaiQSt  the  steamer  Pampero.  This  wiU  dispose  of  this  vessel,  the  seiz- 
ure of  which  caused  the  parties  to  sell  to  the  Danes  the  large  and  very 
formidable  iron-clad  steam  ram  which  they  were  building  for  the  insur- 
gents, thus  stopping  both  vessels  from  going  out  to  make  war  against 
our  government. 

Mr.  Murray  does  not  tell  me  what  the  arrangement  is,  but  I  hear  from 
outside  sources  that  the  government,  after  the  forfeiture  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  vessel,  are  to  restore  her  to  the  owners,  upon  condition  that 
her  character  is  to  be  changed ;  they  are  to  retain  her  in  their  possession 
for  two  years,  during  which  period  she  is  to  be  used  as  a  merchant  ves- 
sel. I  presume  security  will  be  taken  to  protect  us,  but  it  will,  no  doubt, 
have  the  effect  to  release  all  the  money  now  iu  her  belonging  to  the 

iusurgents,  and  enable  them  to  invest  it  in  some  other  vessel. 

#♦***## 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Sbwajrd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


CASES  OP  THE  PHANTOM  AJTO  THE  SOUTHEENEE. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Jfo.  362.]  LsaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  several  notes  which  have 
passed  between  myself  and  Lord  EusseU  respecting  certain  vessels  in* 
preparation  at  Liverpool  to  carry  on  hostilities  against  the'United  States. 
The  evidence  already  collected  to  sustain  these  allegations,  and  that 
which  we  are  in  a  way  to  obtain,  will  be  of  a  kind,  I  trust,  to  enable  the 
government  to  exert  its  power  in  some  form  of  repression,  I  have  labored 
to  impress  upon  his  lordship  the  value  of  some  demonstration  of  tbe 
kind  as  a  protection  to  both  countri-es  against  the  unhallowed  intrigues 
of  desperate  adventurers,  British  and  American.  I  really  think  his 
lordship  and  a  portion  of  the  cabinet  ministers  sincerely  so  disposed. 
Others  are  inclined  an  opposite  way,  and  still  others  are  indifferent.  So 
that  it  is  impossible  to  predict  what  may  be  done.  At  Liverpool  it  is 
not  probable  that  any  efforts  of  government  officers  to  give  aid  can  be 
defended  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  EEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  26, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  your  information  the  copy 
of  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at 
Liverpool,  giving  some  particulars  of  hostile  outfits  making  at  that  place. 
It  is  proper  to  add,  in  correction  of  a  statement  therein  contained,  that 
Mr.  Dudley  has  to-day  informed  me  that  the  Southerner  has  not  yet 
reached  Liverpool.  There  is  little  doubt,  however,  of  its  ultimate  des- 
.tination. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

OHAELES  FEANCI8  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Etjssell,  (S;c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  24, 1863. 

Sir:  On  Saturday  last  William  C.  MOer  &  Son  launched  from  their 
yard,  in  Liverpool,  an  iron  screw  steamer,  called  the  Phantom,  built  for 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  This  vessel  is  large  and  to  have  great  speed. 
The  contract  is  not  less  than  seventeen  nautical  miles  per  hour.  Her 
engines  are  being  made  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  She  has  three  port- 
holes on  each  side.  Captain  Bullock,  Captaia  Tessier,  Mr.  Pinbeam,  the 
leading  members  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Mr.  Thomas,  of 
the  firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  and  others,  were  present  at  the 
launch.  She  is  intended  for  the  south,  either  as  a  privateer  or  blockade- 
runner  ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  this,  I  think.  She  wUl  turn  up  a  pri- 
vateer. Her  draught  of  water  wiU  be  light,  and  with  her  powerfal 
engines  her  speed  will  be  very  fast.  When  afloat  she  will  be  a  most 
dangerous  craft  to  our  commerce,  if  armed  with  two  or  three  guns. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  referred  to  the.  steamer  built  at  Stockton 
■for  Eraser,  Trenholm  «&  Co.,  called  the  Southerner.  This  vessel  came 
here  yesterday  either  to  coal  or  else  to  fit  out  as  a  privateer.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  this  vessel.  I  suppose  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
obtain  legal  evidence  against  these  two  vessels,  and  nothing  short  of  this 
wiU  satisfy  this  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams.  * 

Foreign  Ofpioe,  March  27, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  calling  attention  to  two  vessels,  the  Phantom  and  the  South- 
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erner,  supposed  to  be  destined  for  the  service  of  tlie  so-called  Confederate 
States ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  the  proper  departments  of  her 
Majesty's  government  will  be  requested  to  make  immediate  inquiries  on 
the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  d&e.,  d;c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign'Office,  March  28, 1863. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday^s  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  from  the  Home  Office  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter which  has  been  addressed  to  the  mayor  of  Liverpool,  respecting  the 
two  vessels  Phantom  an(f  Southerner,  stated  by  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  that  port  to  be  fitting  out  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confed- 
erate States. 

In  that  letter  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  is  instructed  to  make  immediate  . 
inquiries  as  to  these  vessels,  or  whichever  of  them  is  now  at  Liverpool, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  they  or 
either  of  them  are  or  is  being  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  or  armed  with 
the  intent  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States  government ; 
and  if  so,  to  report  whether  any  evidence  on  oath  can  be  procured  in 
order  to  proceedings  being  taken  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  have  accordingly  the  honor  to  suggest  that,  as  the  United  States 
consul  at  Liverpool  has  stated  in  his  letter  to  you  that  there  is  no  doubt 
with  respect  to  the  vessel  named  the  Southerner,  yon  should  instruct 
that  officer  to  furnish  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  with  the  information  on 
which  his  belief  is  founded.  » 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hiunble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

•Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  &e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  29, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  received  a  packet  from  you  late  last  night.  I  shall  send  in  the 
papers  to  the  foreign  office  as  soon  as  they  are  copied  to-morrow. 

1  presume  the  Alexandra  and  the  Phantom  to  be  two  different  steamers, 
and  shall  proceed  accordingly,  unless  you  send  me  word  by  telegraph 
to-morrow. 

I  yesterday  received  a  note  from  Lord  Russell  in  reply  to  mine,  which 
was  based  upon  your  note  of  the  24th  instant,  respecting  the  Phantom 
and  Southerner.    This  is  what  he  writes  on  that  subject : 

"The  mayor  of  Liverpool  is  instructed  to  make  immediate  inquiries 
as  to  these  vessels,  or  whichever  of  them  is  now  at  Liverpool,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  they  or  either  of 
them  are  or  is  being  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  or  armed'  with  the 
intent  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States  government ;  and 
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if  SO,  to  report  whether  any  evidence  on  ^ath  can  be  procured  in  order 
to  proceedings  being  taken  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

"I  have  accordingly  the  honor  to  suggest  that,  as  the  United  States 
consul  at  Liverpool  has  stated  in  his  letter  to  you  that  there  is  no  doubt 
with  respect  to  the  vessel  named  the  Southerner,  you  should  instruct 
that  officer  to  furnish  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  with  the  information  on 
which  his  belief  is  founded." 
If  you  can  do  anything,  well  and  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.    OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Thomas  H.  Dtjdlet,  Esq., 

■    United' States  Consul,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  tjse  United  States, 

London,  March  30,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  28th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the 
cases  of  the  Phantom  and  the  Southerner,  believed  to  be  fitting  out  from 
this  kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  United 
States.  In  accordance  with  your  lordship's  suggestion  I  have  written  to 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  directions  to 
obtain  all  the  evidence  within  his  power  to  fortify  his  allegation. 
#  #  #  *     •  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAlfCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

« 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  370.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Aj)ril  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  three  notes  which  passed 
between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself,  in  continuation  of  the  correspondence 
referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  362,-  of  the  3d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  remaining  inclosures  see  "Enforcement  of  Neutrality,"  "  General 
Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  593,  and  also  "  The  Alexandra,"  post] 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  I  have  received 
from  the  board  of  the  treasury  a  report  made  by  the  commissioners  of 
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customs,  tmder  date  of  the  3lst  ultimo,  and  from  the  secretary  of  state 
lor  the  home  department  a  report  from  the  mayor  of  Liverpool,  bearing 
the  same  date,  containing  the  result  of  the  inquiries  made  by  them  in 
regard  to  the  vessels  Phantom  and  Southerner,  denounced  by  you  in 
your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo  as  intended  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
so-caUed  Confederate  States. 

It  appears  from  the  first  of  these  reports  that  the  Phantom  was  buUt 
at  the  yard  of  Mr.  W.  C.  MiEer,  and  is  now  in  the  Clarence  graving- 
dock.  Her  length  is  193  feet;  her  breadth  22  feet ;  her  depth  12  feet; 
her  gross  tonage  321,  and  her  probable  register  tonnage  160. 

From  the  considerable  space  appropriated  to  her  engines,  and  ft-om  her 
model,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  a  high  rate  of  speed  will  be  obtained; 
and  from  her  light  draught  of  water  she  is  well  adapted  for  running  the 
blockade ;  but  as  she  has  steel  plates  only  half  an  inch  thick,  and  as  the 
angle  irons  which  compose  the  deck  beams  are  only  five  by  three  and  a 
half  inches  thick,  and  as,  moreover,  she  has  no  ports  except  for  water- 
way, (three  in  aU,)  and  a  hurricane  house  on  deck,  the  surveyor  of  cus- 
toms considers  that  she  is  not  intended  to  carry  guns,  and  that  she  is  not 
fit  for  a  privateer. 

The  mayor  of  Liverpool  reports  that  the  Phantom'  was  launched  on 
the  21st  of  March  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Miller  &  Co.,  and  that  her 
engioes  are  being  made  and  fitted  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool ;  that  she  is  iu  an  unfinished  state,  and  not  expected  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea  under  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  No  distinct  information 
could  be  obtained  as  to  what  she  is  intended  for,  but  a  strong  impression 
exists  that  she  is  destined  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade. 

The  Southerner  has  not  yet  arrived  at  Liverpool. 

A  strict  watch  will  be  kept,  as  regards  both  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaexes  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.^ 

Ifo.  77.]  IJnited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  J.5, 1,863, 
Sir:  ******* 
In  addition  to  the  above  I  should  mention  the  two  new  steamers  just 
finished,  the  one  called  the  Phantom,  buUt  of  steel,  the  other  the  iron 
screw,  caUed  the  MiUy,  owned  by  E.  Bates,  and  built  at  Preston.  I 
regard  them  both  as  suspicious  vessels.  They  each  have  six  port  holes, 
and  though  slightly  built  and  apparently  for  running  the  blockade 
or  merchant  service,  have  sufficient  strength  to  take  on  guns.  Indeed, 
my  information  is  that  they  are  to  be  armed  as  privateers.  Yesterday  I 
procured  the  affidavits  of  two  of  the  regular  detectivias,  and  from  infor- 
mation received,  made  one  myself  in  regard  to  tti  e  Phantom,  and  trans- 
mitted them  to  Mr.  Adams,  •With  a  view  of  having  them  submitted  to 
Earl  EusseU.    I  inclose  you  copies  marked  I^os.  2,  3,  and  4.*    You  will 

*  For  affidavits  of  Ro'bert  Thomas  and  William  Cozzens  see  inclosures  to  dispatch 
from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  425,  June  5, 1863,  post. 
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see  that  they  do  not  make  a  strong  case  against  the  vessel,  yet  I  felt  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  present  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  government 
here.  There  is  enough  to  create  suspicion,  and  cause  the  authorities  to 
look  after  her.  It  seems  in  this,  as  in  aU  the  other  cases,  almost  impos- 
sible to  obtain  positive  proof.  This  vessel  was  built  for  Eraser,  Tren- 
hohn  &  Co. 

******** 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEr. 
Hon..  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Princess 
Park,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly  and 
sincerely  and  truly  aflrm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  an  oath  is, 
according  to  my  religious  belief,  unlawful,  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sin- 
cerely, and  truly  affirm  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of 
Liverpool  and  its  dependencies. 

2.  I  say  that  there  has  been  built  by  Messieurs  W.  0.  Miller  and  Sons, 
of  Liverpool,  ship-builders,  a  steel-clad  vessel  called  the  Phantom,  which 
is  now  lying  in  the  To;s:teth  dock,  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

3.  I  have  been  informed,  and  verily  believe,  that  the  said  vessel  has 
been  built  for  Messieurs  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  who  act  as  the  agents 
here  for  the  so-caUed  confederate  government;  and  that  Messrs.  Eawcett, 
Preston  &  Co.,  of  this  town,  engineers,  have  supplied  her  engines, 
which  are  now  fitted  on  board. 

,  4.  I  say  that  the  said  vessel  has  three  port-holes  on  each  side,  is  com- 
pletely covered  with  steel  plates,  and  is,  as  I  verily  believe,  intended  for 
war  purposes. 

5.  I  say  that  I  have  been  informed,  and  verily  believe,  that  Messieurs 
Eawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  are  at  the  present  time  sending  off  guns  and  ■ 
gun-carriages  from  this  place  to  London,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  guns 
afterwards  shipped  on  board  the  ships  Alabama,  Oreto,  now  called  the 
Elorida,  and  the  Virginia,  were  sent  from  here  to  West  Hartlepool  and 
other  places. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  of 
May,  1863. 
Before  me. 

ARTHUR  ELLIS, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  the 

Exchequer  of  Pleas,  Westminster. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  88.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  3, 1863. 
Sir:  *  *  *  ■     *  * 

The  steamer  Phantom  has  taken  on  board  fifty-six  cases  of  quinine, 

and  one  of  my  men  says  some  seven  or  eight  guns,  which  are  concealed 
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in  the  hole.  I  Aink:  she  -will  clear  to-day.  I  think  she  will  go  to  Nassau 
before  she  arms.  This  vessel  has  been  built  expressly  for,  and  belongs 
t(i,  the  southern  confederacy,  as  much  so  as  the  Alabama,  in  mv  opinion. 

*  *  *  *  *  4t* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

3S"o.  425.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  5, 1863. 
Sir:         ****** 
I  now  transmit  copies  of  the  notes  and  papers  connected  with  the 
Phantom,        *        #        #        ^j^^  likewise  of  such  replies  as  I  have 
received  from  Lord  EusseU. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAlJrOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Uarl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  16, 1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  two'^  deposi- 
tions, going  further  to  show  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  steamer 
Phantom,  concerning  which  I  have  already  made  some  representations 
in  my  note  to  your  lordship  of  the  26th  of  March,  not  doubting  that 
these  proceedings  have  already  attracted  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  pray,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEAKOIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  EARL  Extssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Deposition  of  Boiert  Thomas, 

I,  Eobert  Thomas,  of  l^To.  3  court,  Ann  street,  Toxteth  Park,  Liverpo.Ql, 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  police  constable  ISTo.  379,-  of  the  borough 
police,  make  oath  and  say  as  foUows: 

1.  I  do  duty  as  a  police  constable  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  Liverpool,  and 
have  been  so  employed  for  the  last  three  year^  and  upwards.  I  know 
the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  W.  0.  Miller  &  Sons,  ship-builders, 
Liverpool,  which  adjoins  to  the  dock,  and  has  an  entrance  into  the  dock. 

2.  About  five"  months  ago  my  attention  was  called  to  a  ship  that  I  was 
told  was  to  be  made  of  steel  plates.    She  was  then  on  one  of  the  slips 
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in  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons'  yard,  and  had  only  her  ribs  •lip.  Since  that 
time  I  have  seen  her  from  day  to  day.  She  is  now  lying  in  Toxteth  dock. 
I  have  been  aboard  of  her  since  she  has  been  in  the  dock.  She  is 
entirely  cased  with  steel  plates.  There  are  three  port-holes  on  each  side, 
which  are  covered  with  steel-plate  shutters.  She  is  fitted  with  a  screw. 
There  are  no  sleeping  bunks  for  the  crew,  and  very  little  room  in  her  for 
cargo,  her  engines  and  boilers  taking  up  most  of  the  room;  and  from  her 
whole  appearance  I  am  able  to  say  that  she  is  intended  for  war  purposes. 

3.  The  engines  are  ^  being  fitted  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co., 
whose  men  have  been  and  are  now  at  work  on  her. 

4.  I  know  Captain  Bullock,  who  went  out  with  the  Oreto,  which  vessel 
I  remember  when  in  Messrs.  W.  C.  MiUer  &  Sons'  yard,  who  built  her. 
I  have  known  Captain  Bullock  about  twelve  months,  and  have  seen  him 
engaged  giving  directions  on  board  the  Oreto,  the  Alexandra,  and  I  have 
also  seen  him  upon  the  Phantom  very  often,  superintending  and  directing 
the  workmen  who  were  engaged  upon  her.  I  saw  him  on  Tuesday  last, 
on  which  day  the  Phantom  went  out  of  the  Toxteth  dock  into  the 
river  to  try  how  the  screw  would  act.  I  was  then  standing  on  the  pier- 
head, and  the  vessel  was  close  to.  They  were  trying  the  screw  for  twenty 
minutes  or  more.  There  were  present  with  Captain  "Bullock  Mr.  Thomas 
Miller,  one  of  the  firm  of  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  Mr.  Steers,  of  Fawcett, 
Preston  &  Co.,  and 'some  other  people  whom  I  don't  know.  I  heard 
Captaiu  Bullock  give  directions  as  to  the  vessel,  and  also  saw  him 
examining  the  screw  with  Mr.  Steers  and  Mr.  Miller.  I  spoke  to  Oaptatd 
Bullock  when  he  came  on  shore,  and  asked  him  if  any  accident  had 
happened  to  the  Phantom,  as  they  had  kept  her  so  long  at  the"  gate.  He 
said  no,  she  was  all  right.  The  Phantom  was  hauled  into  dock  again 
after  the  trial  was  over,  and  I  saw  her  there  last  night. 

5.  I  saw  said  Oaptaia  Bullock  and  Mr.  Thomas  MiUer  again  last  night 
looking  at  the  Phantom  and  inspecting  the  progress  of  the  work.  The 
men  are  very  busy  at  work  upon  her.  Her  engines  are  all  now  finished, 
and  there  is  little  to  be  done  before  she  will  be  ready  for  sea. 

EOBBRT  THOMAS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  -in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  of  May, 
1863,  before  me. 


AETHUE  ELLIS,  a  Oommissioner,  &c. 


Deposition  of  William  Cozzeks. 

I,  William  Cozzens,  of  No.  7  Lavan  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  detective  police  oflcer,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  have  been  employed  for  the  last  several  weeks  watching  the  build- 
ing of  certain  vessels  by  certain  parties  in  Liverpool  and  neighborhood, 
and  amongst  others  my  attention  has  been  called  to  a  vessel  built  by 
Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  ship-builders,  Liverpool,  which  vessel  is 
called  the  Phantom. 

2.  I  saw  the  Phantom  lying  in  the  Clarence  dock  basin  the  first  week 
in  April.  She,  remained  there  until  the  4th  of  May  instant,  when  she 
was  taken  up  to  the  Toxteth  dock. 

3.  During  the  time  the  Phantom  was  lying  in  the  Clarence  basin,  I 
frequently  saw  an  engineer  named  William  Allen,  who,  I  am  informed 
and  believe,  sailed  from  this  port  as  the  chief  engineer  on  board  the 
steamship  Oreto,  in  March,  1862.    I  saw,  also,  the  foreman  and  head 
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engineer  of  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  on  board  of  the  Phantom, 
superintending  the  men  who  were  engaged  fitting  the  engines  and  boil- 
ers on  her.  I  observed  that  some  of  their  tools  and  machines  bore  the 
initial  marks  "F.,  P.  &  Co."  I  also  saw  two  boilers,  now  in  the  ship, 
being  taken  there  on  a  carriage,  which  had  the  name  of  Fawcett,  Pres- 
ton &  Co.  thereon. 

4.  Since  the  Phantom  has  been  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  I  have  seen  on 
her  inachinery  which  bore  the  initials  of  F.,  P.  &  Co.,  and  on  Wednesday, 
the  13th  of  May  instant,  I  was  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  there  saw  Cap- 
tain Bullock  and  Mr.  Thomas  Miller  &  Sons.  They  were  in  conversation, 
and  appeared  to  be  iaspecting  the  ship;  and  after  they  came  on  shore 
they  remained  looking  at  her  bow,  and  talking  together  for  several 
miautes. 

5.  The  Phantom  is  a  screw  steamer  of  about  two  hundred  feet  long. 
She  is  steel-plated  all  over,  and  has  three  port-holes  on  each  side.  She 
draws  verf  little  water,  not  more  than  three  feet  forward,  and .  about 
seven  to  eight  aft.  She  has  very  little  room  for  any  cargo,  and  appears 
to  me  to  be  built  for  war  purposes.  They  are  fitting  her  with  great 
expedition.    Her  engines  are  finished,  and  she  is  almost  ready. 

WILLIAM  COZZEKS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  of  May, 
1863,  before  me. 

AETHUli  ELLIS,  Commissioner,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Mq,y  18, 1863. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  two  depositions,  going  further  to 
show  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  steamer  Phantom,  now  in  course 
of  construction  at  the  port  of  Liverpool;  and  I  h&ve  the  honor  io  inform 
you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  these  papers  to  the 
proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chahles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <itc.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

liondon,  May  19, 1863. ' 

Mt  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  thp  copy  of  another  deposi- 
tion, supplementary  to  that  which  I  submitted  to  your  consideration 
with  my  note  of  the  16th  instant,  relating  to  the  steamer  Phantom. 
I  prav  your  lordship,  &c.  „  .^^r. 

^     ^  ^  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Deposition  of  Boiert  Thomas, 

1,  Eobert  Thomas,  of  ISTo.  3  court,  Ann  street,  Toxtetli  Park,  Liver- 
pool, in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  police  constable,  make  oath  and  say  as 
follows : 

1.  On  Friday  1  went  on  duty  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  about  half-past 
nine  o'clock  I  saw  Captain  BuUock  coming  down  and  go  alongside  of 
the  Phantom,  and  point  out  to  one  of  the  foremen  of  Messrs.  W.  0.  Mil- 
ler &  Sons  something  that  required  to  be  done  to  the  fore  part  of  the 
vessel's  deck.  The  foreman  then  went  on  deck,  and  captain  Bullock 
went  into  Messrs.  Miller's  yard,  and,  in  about  twenty  minutes  afterwards, 
he  came  with  Mr.  Thomas  Miller,  and  they  went  on  board  the  vessel, 
and  remained  there  some  time.  I  saw  him  with  one  of  the  foremen, 
named  David  Euncorn,  fitting  in  the  hatchway  cover. 

2.  Captain  Bullock  had  a  roU  of  paper  in  his  hand,  which  }  believe  to 
have  been  a  plan,  and  he  was  inspecting  the  vessel,  and  from  time  to 
time  referriQg  to  the  paper;  and  he  was  thus  occupied  upwards  of  two 
hours. 

3.  During  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  on  duty  at  the  dock  yesterday, 
from  8  o'clock  a.  m.  to  halfpast  3  p.  m.,  Messrs.  Miller's  men,  and  Messrs. 
Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.'s  men,  were  busily  engaged  on  the  vessel. 

4-  Captain  BuUock  was  also  at  the  vessel  at  half-past  8  o'clock  this 
morning,  inspecting  her  gaUery  and  other  portions;  he  had  with  him  the 
same  paper,  and  was  engaged  giving  directions  to  the  men,  and  pointiog 
out  things  which  appeared  to  require  attention.  I  was  not  near  enough 
to  him  to  hear  what  those  directions  were,  but  his  manner  was  such  as 
to  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  he  was  pointing  out  certain  things 
which  did  not  tally  with  the  paper  he  had  in  his  hands. 

5.  I  had  some  conversation  with  one  of  the  engineers  in  the  employ 
of  Pawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  but  who  has 
been  continually  employed  on  the  Phantom  ever  since  she  has  been  on 
the  Toxteth  dock;  and  iu  reply  to  a  question  of  mine  as  to  when  the 
Phantom  was  going  to  sail,  he  said  he  did  not  know,  bu.t  that  she  was  - 
going  to  Jeave  her  dock  on"  Monday  to  try  her  engines,  as  she  was  all 
finished,  except  just  oiling  her  engines;  ' 

EOBEKT  THOMAS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  16th  day  of  May, 
1863,  before  me. 

AETHUE  ELLIS,  Commissioner,  &c. 


.  Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  19, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
to-day's  date,  inclosiag  a  further  deposition  to  the  case  of  the  Phantom, 
and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  referring  the  same 
to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  (fee,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  23, 1863, 
My  Xord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  translnit  the  copy  of  another  deposi- 
tion relating  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Phantom. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship,  &c., 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  cfec,  c&c,  (fee. 


Deposition  of  John  Be  Costa. 

I,  John  De  Costa,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  cpimty  of.  Lancaster,  ^hipping 
agent  and  steam-tug  owner,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  On  Tuesday  last,  about  12  o'clock  at  noon,  I  was  on  the  river  wall,  near 
the  Sandon  basin,  seeing  a  crew  I  had  shipped  on  board  the  Calhoun, 
and  as  the  Calhoun  got  into  the  river,  I  saw  a  screw  steamer,  which  had 
been  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  of  this  town,  and  called  the 
Phantom,  coming  down  the  river,  and  came  alongside  the  river  wall  close 
to  where  I  was  standing ;  and  subsequently  she  went  into  the  Sandon 
dock.    She  appeared  as  if  she  had  been  on  a  trial  trip. 

2.  I  saw  on  board  the  •  Phantom  Mr.  Mann,  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett, 
Preston  &  Co.,  who  supplied  and  fitted  the  engines  on  board  the  Phan- 
tom ;  Mr.  Thomas  MDler,  one  of  the  firm  of  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  who 
built  her;  they  were  on  the  forecastle  giving  orders;  and  Captain  Tessier, 
who  is  employed  by  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  a  pUot,  were 
on  the  bridge,  the  former  being  in  command  of  the  vessel  and  giving 
orders ;  there  were  also  several  men  on  hand  iu  blue  uniforms  with  gUt 
buttons. 

JOHl^r  DB  COSTA. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  iu  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  20th  day  of  May, 
1863,  before  me. 

JAMBS  THOENBLY, 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  the 

Court  of  Exchequer  at  Westminster. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  23, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  respecting  the  Phantom,        #        *        #        and  I  have 
lost  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  depart- 
ments of  her  Majesty's  government.  -     . 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EUSSBLL. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.,  t&c.,  &c. 
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Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  27, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  in  my  note  of  the  3d  ultimo,  to  communicate  to 
you  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  had  been  instituted  by  her  Majesty's 
government  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  March,  in  which 
you  denounced  the  Phantom  steamer  as  being  in  course  of  construction 
at  Liverpool  as  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confed- 
erate States. 

The  evidence  which  I  was  then  able  to  lay  before  you  seemed  to  show 
that  you  had  been  misinformed  in  this  respect ;  but  as  the  depositions 
inclosed  in  your  .letters  of  the  16th,  19th,  and  23d  instant  appeared  to 
call  for  further  inquiry,  her  Majesty's  government  did  not  lose  a  mo- 
ment in  causing  such  further  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  I  now  proceed  to 
communicate  to  you  the  result. 

First.  With  regard  to  the  allegation  that  the  Phantom  has  port-holes, 
the  collector  at  Liverpool  has  obtained  from  the  surveyor  a  report,  from 
which  it  appears  that  though  the  Phantom  has  ports  on  deck,  it  is  evi- 
dent from  their  size  and  situation  that  they  are  intended  for  the  escape 
of  water,  and  not  for  guns,  which  the  strength  of  the  deck  is  hot  suffi- 
cient to  carry ;  moreover,  the  permanent  fittings  on  deck  would  interfere 
with  the  working  of  guns.  The  surveyor  adds  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
Phantom  is  intended  for  mercantile  pursuits,  but  whether  of  a  lawful 
character  or  for  running  the  blockade  there  is  no  evidence  to  show. 

Secondly.  The  commissioners  of  customs,  since  the  date  of  my  la^t 
letter,  have  caused  a  strict  watch  to  be  kept  upon  the  Phantom,  but 
nothing  has  transpired  worthy  of  special  notice,  and  the  several  papers 
in  regard  to  this  vessel,  including  the  depositions  forwarded  by  you, 
having  been  submitted  to  the.legal  adviser  of  that  board,  he  has  reported 
that  there  is  no  evidence  to  warrant  the  slightest  interference  with  her. 
Indeed,  it  is  stated  that  durtug  a  recent  interview  between  that  officer 
and  Mr.  Squarey,  the  solicitor  to  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,- 
Mr.  Squarey  admitted  that  there  was  no  case  against  the  Phantom,  and 
that  the  recoil  of  a  heavy  gun  would  shake  her  to  pieces. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

Chablbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  (fee,  &c. 


Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  30, 1863. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  respecting  the 
steamer  Phantom,  I  have  now  the  honor  further  to  state  to  you,  as 
regards  the  deposition  of  Mr.  De  Costa,  which  was  inclosed  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  23d  instant,  that  her  Majesty's  government  learn  from  a  report 
of  the  surveyor  of  Liverpool  that  it  is  true  that  that  vessel  was  in  the 
Mersey  on  the  19th  instant,  removing  from  the  Toxteth  to  the  London 
graving  dock,  with  Mr.  Mann,  her  owner,  Mr.  Thomas  MiUer,  the  son  of 
her  builder,  but  not  one  of  the  firm,  a  pilot,  and  Mr.  Tessier,  on  board, 
but  that  it  is  not  corr'ect  that  there  were  several  men  on  board  in  blue 
uniform  with  gilt  buttons,  the  fact  being  that  there  was  no  one  on  board 
so  attired. 
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The  surveyor  further  observes,  that  it  is  difficult  for  any  one  at  all 
familiar  with  the  construction  and  fittings  of  vessels  intended  for  war- 
like purposes  to  account  for  the  supposition  that  the  Phantom  is  destined 
for  such  a  service,  her  hull  being  of  the  most  fragile  character  that  can 
be  conceived  for  a  sea-going  vessel,  her  steel  plates  being  but  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  thick,  and  her  iron  frame  of  the  same  proportion. 


I  have  the  honor,  &c., 
Chakles  Fbawcis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  c6c. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  30, 1863. 
My  Loud  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  and. of  two  more  depositions 
relating  to  the  case  of  the  Phantom.  I  do  not  presume  that  they  will  have 
any  effect  in  varying  the  reply  already  given  to  my  former  representa- 
tions in  your  lordship's  note  of  the  27th  instant.  Notwithstanding  the 
report  made  concerning  the  objects  of  that  vessel,  I  greatly  fear  that  she 
wiU  turn  up  in  America,  much  in  the  character  of  the  Georgiana.  I  can 
only  hope  for  the  sake  of  the  harmony  of  both  countries  that  she  may 
meet  with  the  same  fate. 
I  pray,  &c., 

OHAELES  EEAIN^OIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  &e.,  tfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  DvMey  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  28,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  two  more  affidavits  about  the 
steamer  Phantom,  now  at  this  port.  This  vessel  made  another  trial  trip 
On  Tuesday,  returning  yesterday.  I  am  informed  she  is  to  be  a  privateer 
for  the  so-called  southern  confederacy. 

I  am  satisfied,  from  what  I  hear  of  this  craft,  that  she  will  arm  either 
at  this  or  some  other  port,  and  cruise  against  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  The  Hamilton  referred  to  in  the  affidavits  as  being  on 
board  is  John  Eandolph  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  an  officer  belong- 
ing to  the  navy  of  the  so-caUed  southern  confederacy,  sent  over  here  by 
that  government  as  an  assistant  to  Captain  Bullock,  to  aid  in  fitting  out 
and  building  naval  vessels  for  the  insurgents.  Captain  Tessier  is  the 
same  man  who  took  out  the  armament  to  the  Oreto,  now  called  the 
Florida,  built  by  these  same  parties  who  built  the  Phantom,  and  who 
took  out  from  Liverpool  a  part  of  the  armament  and  Captain  Semmes  to 
the  steamer  Alabama.  She  is  to  sail  Saturday  or  Sunday  next. 
****** 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Chables  Fkancis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 

16  A  0— TOL.  n 
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Deposition  of  Henry  Redden. 

I,  Henry  Eedden,  of  16  Hook  street,  in  Liverpool,  mariner,  do  soleitonly 
declare  and  say  as  follows : 

I  know  the  steamer  Phantom,  lately  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  & 
Sons,  at  Liverpool.  Said  vessel  went  on  a  trial  trip  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  the  26th  instant,  and  returned  yesterday  evening.  I  was  on  the 
Wellington  pier  when  she  came  in,  and  saw  her.  I  passed  the  ropes  to 
help  her  into  the  dock.  She  was  in  command  of  Captain  E.  L.  Tessier, 
to  my  own  personal  knowledge,  the  same  man  who  formerly  commanded 
the  steamer  Bahama,  and  who  conveyed  part  of  the  armament  to,  and 
assisted  to  fit  out,  the  Alabama,  or  290,  at  Terceira.  I  was  close  to  said 
steamer  when  she  came  to  the  pier,  and  could  distinguish  any  person  on 
board  of  her,  and  speak  with  him.  There  were  seven  gentlemen  on 
board.  I  knew  one  of  them  to  be  one  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Co.,  two  of  the  firm  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  a  small  man  I  heard 
addressed  as  Mr.  Hamilton.  The  captain  (Tessier)  asked  me  how  I  would 
like  to  go  in  the  vessel.  I  told  him  I  would  not  go.  He  said  she  would 
sail  on  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning.  He  said  that  to  the  dock- 
master  in  my  hearing.  The  crew  on  board  told  me  they  were  engaged 
for  Nassau ;  that  they  had  been  shipped  on  board  the  vessel,  and  not  at 
the  Sailor's  Home ;  that  they  had  four  pounds  a  month,  and  one  month 
in  advance.    Said  vessel  is  adjusting  her  compass  to-day. 

And  I  make  this  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
true,  and  by  virtue,  &c.,  &c. 

HEXRY  EEDDEK 

Declared  and  subscribed,  the  28th  of  May,  1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEAESON, 

A  Commissioner,  &e. 


Deposition  of  Matthew  Maguire. 

Borough  op  Liverpool,  to  wit: 

I,  Matthew  Maguire,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  commission  agent,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare : 

That  on  the  evening  of  yesterday,  the  27th  instant,  about  5  o'clock,  I 
saw  the  steamer  Phantom,  lately  built  at  this  port  by  Messrs.  William 
0.  Miller  &  Sons,  return  from  a  trial  trip ;  and  saw  Mr.  Mann,  of  the 
firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  American,  who 
are  well  known  to  me,  on  board  of  her.  There  were  several  others  on 
board,  one  of  whom  I  believe  to  be  one  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  but  am  not  sure.  Captain  E.  L.  Tessier,  who  is  also  well  known 
to  me,  was  also  on  board  said  steamer,  and  acting  as  master  of  her. 

MATTHEW  MAGtJIEE, 

Declared,  &c.,  28th  May,  1863,  before  me. 

HEI^ET  DUifCAN, 

A  Commissioner,  &c. 
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Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiaN  Office,  Jwm  1, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  inclosing  further  depositions  respecting  the  Phantom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  &c. 


EUSSELL. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  3, 1863. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  fully  consid- 
ered, in  communication  with  the  law  officers  of  the  Orown,  the  various 
papers  submitted  by  you,  including  the  depositions  inclosed  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  30th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Phantom,  together 
with  the  information  which  has  been  obtained  by  the  board  of  treasury 
and  by  the  Home  Office  on  the  same  matter,  and  that  it  appears  to  her 
Majesty's  government  that  no  sufficient  evidence  has  yet  been  produced 
to  warrant  them  in  taldng  any  action  with  respect  to  that  steam  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Frajjois  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

'Eo.  89.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  10, 1863. 

aj-a.  ##*#**** 

The  Phantom  shipped  her  crew  at  the  Sailor's  Home  on  Monday  last. 
Their  contract  is  for  a  voyage  to  Nassau  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  six 
calendar  months;  wages,  three  hundred  and  ten  shillings  per  month. 
On  Saturday  she  took  in  eight  large  cases,  supposed  to  contain  shot. 
She  cleared  yesterday,  and  has  sailed  to-day  for  Nassau,  E.  T.  Tessier, 
captain ;  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  consignees.  Her  crew  is  put  down 
nominally  at  twenty-seven  men,  but  she  has  more  than  this  number  on 
board.  There  is,  no  doubt  about  this  vessel.  She  has  been  built  for  and 
belongs  to  the  southern  confederacy,  and  after  she  gets  out  will  no 
doubt  be  armed  and  turn  privateer.  I  shall  procure  a  copy  of.  her  reg- 
ister. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
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ilfy.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  90.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  12,  1863. 

Sib:  Eeferring  to  dispatch  H'o.  89,  and  the  clearing  and  sailing  of  the 
steamer  Phantom,  I  have  now  to  state  that  previous  to  her  sailing  a  reg- 
ister was  taken  out  at  the  Liverpool  customs  in  the  name  of  William 
Thompson  Mann,  one  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  A  slip  from 
the  Journal  of  Commerce  of  to-day  states  she  sailed  for  Nassau  en  route 
to  Charlestoiu 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Se-wajed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  178.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Idver])ool,  December  12,  1862, 

gj-g,:  *  *  ****** 

I  have  learned  more  about  the  steamer  at  Stockton,  to  which  I  have 
so  often  referred  in  my  dispatches.  The  contract  for  building  her  was 
made  by  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  they  are  making  all  the  payments 
as  they  become  due.  The  frame  and  wood-work  are  very  strong  and  se- 
curely bolted.  Over  this  they  are  putting  on  iron  plates  one  and  one-third 
inch  in  thickness,  with  a  lap  of  six  inches  on  each  plate,  which  will  make 
almost  a  double  thickness  of  plates.  These  plates  are  secured  with 
heavy  iron  bolts.  It  is  said  here  that  she  is  for  the  merchant  service,  but 
I  doubt  it.  If  for  an  ordinary  steamer,  why  build  her  so  strong,  and 
then  cover  her  with  iron  plates  in  such  manner  as  to  give  her  nearly 
three  inches  of  iron  on  her  sides?  Besides  this,  the  fact  that  she  is 
building  for  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  of  itself  is  a  suspicious  circum- 
stance. There  are  dozens  of  sea-going  steamers  that  they  could  buy,, 
good  enough  for  ordinary  purposes.  The  consul  at  Newcastle-on-the-Tyne 
is  watching  her  closely,  and  wiU  no  doubt  endeavor  to  ascertain  her  true 
character.    She  will  not  be  ready  to  launch  before  February. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  48.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  13, 1863. 

gj-o   .  ******* 

Eeferring  to  my  dispatch  of  December  30, 1862,  numbered  185,  and 
to  a  vessel  building  at  Stockton  for  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  I  have  now 


THE  PHANTOM  AND  THE  SOUTHERNER.         245 

to  report  that  this  vessel  has  been  launched  and  named  the  Southerner. 
I  presume  our  consul  at  Newcastle-on-the-Tyne  has  fully  advised  you 
about  this  steamer. 

*  *  *  *  #  *'*  #  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H,  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  66.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  22, 1863. 
Sir:  *  *  *  #      '        #  # 

Inclosures  Nos.  2  and  3  are  copies  of  two  aifidavits  in  the  case  of  the 
steamer  Southerner,  now  building  at  Stockton.  One  shows  she  belongs 
to  Fraser,  Trenhohn  &  Co. ;  the  other  that  Captain  Butcher,  who  took  out 
the  Alabama,  is  superintending  the  building.  My  men  who  have  been 
to  see  her  report  to  me  that  she  is  built  for  merchant  rather  than  war 
purposes;  but  this  may  be  said  of  the  privateer  Virginia.  She,  too,  was 
built  for  merchant  service.  The  Southerner  can  be  converted  into  a  priva- 
teer as  weU  as  the  Virginia.  Copies  of  these  affidavits  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Adams  yesterday  to  be  laid  before  the  government. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  WrLLiAK  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


I,  the  undersigned,  Joseph  H.  McChesney,  the  United  States  consul 
at  Newcastle-upon-Tyiie,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  Mr.  Lock- 
wood,  of  the  firm  of  Pearce  &  Lockwood,  builders  of  the  new  steamer 
named  the  Southerner,  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  informed  me  at  their 
office  in  Stockton  that  they  were  building  said  steamer  for  Fraser  & 
Co.,  of  Liverpool,  who  had  contracted  for  the  same.  And  I  make  this 
solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  it  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act 
of  the  present  session  of  Parliament,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  abolition  of  oaths  and  affirmations  taken  and  made  in  various 
departments  of  the  state,  and  to  substitute  declarations  in  lieu  thereof, 
and  for  the  more  entire  suppression  of  voluntary  and  extra-judicial  oaths 
and  affidavits,  and  to  make  other  provisions  for  the  abolition  of  unneces- 
sary oaths.'" 

Declared  at  Ifewcastle-upon-Tyne,  the  11th  day  of  April,  1863,  before 
me. 

J.  H.  McCHBSNEY, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 
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I,  Matthew  Maguire,  of  Dryden  Eood,  Edge  Lane,  Liverpool,  commis- 
sion agent,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  on  the  16th  day  of 
March  instant  I  was  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  and  there  saw  in  the  building 
yard  of  Messrs.  Pearce  &  Lockwood  a  large  screw  steamer,  bark-rigged, 
hull  painted  dark  green,  one  funnel  painted,  which  I  was  informed  by  the 
persons  at  work  on  and  about  her  was  called  the  Southerner;  that  I  saw 
there  Captain  Butcher,  the  same  person  I  knew  as  being  in  command  of 
the  steamer  290,  afterwards  called  the  Alabama,  built  by  the  Messrs. 
Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  at  the  time  of  her  sailing  from  Liverpool  in  August, . 
1862,  and  he,  the  said  Butcher,  appeared  to  be  superintending  the  fitting 
out  of  the  said  steamer,  the  Southerner,  giving  orders  to  the  workmen, 
and  evidently  recognized  by  them.  I  knew  him  to  be  the  same  man  who 
was  in  the  Alabama,  having  seen  him  on  board  that  vessel  when  in 
Laird's  yard.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  be- 
lieving the  same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  an  act 
made  and  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
William  the  Fourth,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  of  the  present 
session  of  Parliament,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  abolition 
of  oaths  and  afflrmations  taken  and  made  in  various  departments  of  the 
state,  and  to  substitute  declarations  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  the  more 
entire  suppression  of  extra-judicial  oaths  and  affidavits,  and  to  make 
other  provisions  for  the  abolition  of  unnecessary  oaths.' " 

MATTHEW  MAGUIEE. 

Declared  and  subscribed  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the 
21st  day  of  April,  1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEAESOlJf, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  Chancery  in  England, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  88.]  United  States  Consuxatb, 

Liverpool,  June  3, 1863. 
gjjj  .****#*** 

Inclosure  ISo.  2  is  a  copy  of  letter  from  one  of  my  men  now  at  Stock- 
ton looking  after  the  steamer  Southerner  at  that  port.  The  information 
contained  in  it  I  regard  as  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  me  in 
transmitting  the  copy.  I  have  instructed  him  to  procure  affidavits  of 
all  the  facts  and  send  them  direct  to  Mr.  Adams.  We  have  affidavits 
that  this  vessel  belongs  to  Eraser,  Treuholm  &  Co.,  and  has  been  super- 
intended by  Captain  Butcher.  I  am  informed  that  she  is  to  come  around 
to  Liverpool,  and  will  be  here  about  the  9th ;  that  she  is  to  go  out  as  a 
privateer,  but  do  not  regard  the  information  from  an  entirely  reliable 
source,  though  there  is  much  to  confirm  it.  Thus  far  I  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any  positive  or  direct  evidence  of  her  intentions.  *  *  * 
If  it  be  true  thajt  she  is  to  turn  privateer,  her  arms  and  ammunition  will 
no  doubt  be  sent  out  on  some  other  vessel.  I  forwarded  yesterday  a 
copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

*  *  *  *  #  *  #•# 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Stockton-on-Tees,  May  30, 1863. 

Deak  Sir:  On  my  arrival  here  I  communicated  with  Blahiston,  and 
hare  been  busy  all  day  about  the  Southerner.  The  facts,  -which  can 
now  be  proved,  are  as  follows : 

That  the  Palmetto  and  the  name  Southerner  are  on  the  stern  of  the 
vegsel;  that  the  Palmetto  and  C.  S.  C.  (understood  here  to  mean  "con- 
federate screw  cutter")  is  on  all  the  porcelain  iittings.  That  the  mana- 
ger of  the  works  told  me  in  Blahiston's  presence  that  "  Oaptain  Butcher 
would  take  charge  of  the  ship  as  commander  in  the  first  instance." 

That  we  learned  from  the  workmen  that  Butcher  spent  "the  greatest 
part  of  his  time  in  superintending  the  vessel,"  and  also  that  "every- 
thing was  kept  very  quiet,"  but  that  it  was  perfectly  understood  she  was 
to  have  twelve  guns  on  board,  but  that  she  would  take  them  from  some 
other  vessel  -which  was  to  meet  her  somewhere;  that  she  leaves  Stock- 
ton (this  was  from  the  manager)  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  From  another 
party  I  have  that  she  goes  to  Hartlepool  to  have  her  compasses  rectified. 
That  she  has  engaged  part  of  her  crew,  and  that  the  men  have  served 
under  Butcher  before.  That  there  are  on  deck  now  two  cannons, 
18-pounders,  mounted  &c.,  marked: 

d.  S.  Hall. 

S. 
18. 

But  that  there  are  five  port-holes  cut  on  either  side  in  the  bulwarks, 
and  that  from  other  information  we  believe  that  there  are  other  guns 
concealed  on  board.  That  the  windows  of  the  aft-saloon  contain  the 
following  emblems,  identifying  the  ship  with  the  confederacy,  viz : 

No.  1. 


The  oval  A  is  a  palm-tree  with  fasces  crossed  at  the  base;  in  B  a  figure 
of  hope  i)resenting  a.  cotton-plant. 

No.  2.  On  the  window  facing  this  there  is  the  British  coat-of-arms, 
lion  and  unicorn,  &c. 

No.  3.  On  the  west  -window  is  a  view  of  Charleston  from  the  inside,, 
with  the  confederate  flag  and  union  jack  flying  from  the  towers  of  the 
fortifications. 

No.  4.  Is  a  -view  of  Savannah  from  the  interior. 

We  were  on  board  for  more  than  an  hour.  The  toiinage  of  the  vessel' 
is  2,000  tons.  The  engines  300  horse-power,  and  the  manager,  "  Zoun- 
ger,"  told  us  that  she  was  intended  for  light  draught  of  water.    That 
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the  workmen  on  board  said  that  "things  were  kept  very  quiet,  but  that 
it  was  notorious  that  the  vessel  was  for  something  more  than  appeared." 
The  ballast  of  the  ship  is  pig  iron.  The  whole  of  the  deck  cabjns  are 
capable  of  easy  removal.  They  are  of  painted  maple.  The  tables  in 
the  saloon  are  ready,  and  the  carpet  is  laid  down. 

I  think  that  the  only  important  facts  we  have  got  are  the  positive  in- 
formation from  the  manager  and  workmen  of  the  yard  as  to  Butcher.  The 
other  points  may  be  corrobative,  but  alone  are  nothing.  What  I  wish 
to  ask  is,  whether  you  think  that  it  is  desirable  (providing  we  get  no 
more  facts)  to  put  these  statements  in  this  letter  into  a  deposition.  If 
so,  please  to  write,  so  that  I  may  have  your  advice  without  fail  on  Tues- 
day morning. 

In  the  mean  time  I  hope  to  get  other  facts  directly  connecting  Butcher 
with  the  ship,  and  shall  spare  no  efforts  to  do  so.  On  Wednesday  I  pro- 
pose to  be  in  Hartlepool  to  meet  the  ship  and  yatch  her  there,  and  per- 
haps it  may  be  as  well  to  wait  till  then  before  making  a  deposition.  I 
am  deeply  anxious  to  complete  this  case,  but  I  must  admit  that  I  am 
not  as  successful  as  I  could  wish.  I  leave  the  remainder  of  thi^  letter 
for  anything  which  may  turn  up  before  post  time  to-morrow. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

J ■ 

T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.]  * 

No.  425.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  June  5, 1863. 
Sir:  ****** 

I  now  transmit  copies  of  note  and  papers  connected  with  the  *  * 
Southerner,  *  *  and  likewise  of  such  replies  as  I  have  received  from 
Lord  Eussell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  3,  1863. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to. submit  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  two  depositions  relating  to  a  vessel  which  has  been  fitting  out  at 
Stockton-on-Tees,  for  some  purpose  not  usual  in  times  of  peace.  This 
vessel  is  called  the  Southerner,  and  is  the  sapae  to  which  I  called 
your  lordship's  attention  in  my  note  of  the  26th  of  March  last.  I  think 
it  can  scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt  that  she  is  intended  to  carry  on  the 
.same  piratical  mode  of  warfare  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
(States  now  practiced  by  the  so-called  Alabama  and  the  Oreto.    The 
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person  superintending  her  equipment  a^Dpears  to  be  the  same  who  was 
equally  active  in  the  case  of  No.  290.  I  therefore  feel  it  is  iny  duty  to 
call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  case  in  order  that  the  proper  mea- 
sures may  be  taken  in  season  to  preveut  any  evil  consequences  to  the 
peace  of  the  two  countries  from  the  escape  of  such  a  yessel. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &o., 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  c&c,  &c.,  &g. 


Deposition  of  John  Baxter  Langley. 

I,  John  Baxter  Langley,  surgeon  and  journalist,  do  hereby  solemnly 
declare  that  on  Wednesday,  the  13th  day  of  May,  I  was  in  Stockton-on- 
Tees,  and  that  I  went  on  |)oard  a  vessel  lying  beside  the  ship-building 
yard  of  Pearse,  Lock  wood  &  Co.  The  ship  was  about,  320  feet  long, 
and  had  the  name  ''  Southerner,  Liverpool,"  painted  in  gilt  letters  on 
her  stern.  She  was  an  iron  screw  steamer,  which  I  judged  to  be  from 
1,800  to  2,200  tons  register.  In  the  cabins  I  saw  porcelain  basins, 
marked  with  a  palm  tree,  and  the  letters  C.  S.  C,  which  I  understood  to 
mean  "  confederate  screw  cutter."  The  same  day  I  saw  a  hole  being 
cut  in  her  side,  and  judged  that  her  iron  plating,  above  the  water-line, 
was  about  ten  inches  in  thickness.  A  workman,  employed  on  board 
of  the  ship,  told  me  that  the  vessel  had  plates  of  unusual  thickness 
above  the  water  line.  It  was  notorious  in  Stockton,  at  this  time,  that 
the  vessel  was  intended  to  be  used  "  as  another  Alabama."  I  was 
informed,  moreover,  that  Captain  Butcher,  late  of  the  Alabama,  was 
superintending  the  building  of  the  ship,  and  workmen  in  the  yard  told 
me  that  he  was  frequently  on  board  of  her  superintending  the  work.  I 
also  declare  that  I  was  again  in  Stockton-on-Tees,  on  Saturday,  May  30, 
and  that  I  noticed  further  that  the  vessel  in  question  had  had  five  square 
holes,  corresponding  to  her  deck  amidships,  cut  in  her  side,  and  suitable 
for  guns  to  be  worked  on  her  deck  amidships.  I  also  declare  that  I  went 
on  board  the  vessel  on  that  occasion  and  entered  into  conversation  with 
Mr.  Younger,  the  manager  of  the  works,  who  stated  that  tlie  arms  of 
the  Confederate  States  were  on  the  cabin  window  on  one  side,  and  views 
of  Savannah  on  the  other.  He  said  that  the  vessel  was  intended  to 
carry  cotton  from  Charleston,  and  that  Captain  Butcher  was  to  take 
charge  of  her  as  commander  in  the  first  instance.  He  said  she  was  also 
to  carry  passengers  between  Liverpool  and  Charleston.  I  went  over  the 
vessfe]  and  again  observed  the  emblems  on  the  porcelain  in  the  aft- cabin, 
and  that  the  cabin  windows  had  transparencies  as  follows :  No.  1,  two 
ovals;  on  the  right  a  palmetto,  with  fasces  and  axes,  crossed  at  the  foot, 
with  a  garter  and  motto  around  it  as  follows:  "South  Carolina;  animis 
opibusque  parati."  On  the  left  oval  an  emblem  of  a  female  presenting 
a  cotton  plant,  or  something  of  the  kind,  with  the  motto  "  Dum  spiro, 
spero,"  and  "spes."  On  the  window  No.  2,  facing  this,  is  the  British 
royal  arms.  No.  3  is  a  picture,  which  I  take  to  be  that  of  Charleston, 
with  a  fortification  in  the  foreground,  from  which  floated  two  large  flags, 
the  one  being  that  known  as  the  confederate  banner,  and  the  other  "  the 
Union  jack."  On  window  No.  4  was  a  picture,  which  I  take  to  be  that 
of  Savannah,  with  a  battery  and  gun  in  situation  in  the  foreground.  I 
saw  two  guns  marked  "  G.  S.  Hall,  S.  18s,"  on  board.  I  supposed  them 
to  be  about  18-pounders.  Opposite  the  ports  were  rings,  which  I  sup- 
posed to  be  intended  to  work  the  guns.    In  some  cases  the  rings  had 
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been  removed  from  the  sockets.'  I  went  down  into  the  hold  also.  One 
of  the  workmen  on  board  told  me  that  Captain  Butcher  was  superin- 
tending the  building  of  the  vessel,  and  that  he  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  on  board,  and  had  done  so  for  more  than  a  month.  He  said 
that  it  was  quite  understood  that  the  ship  was  to  take  other  g^ins  on 
board  from  some  vessel  which  was  to  meet  her  at  sea.  He  said  also 
that  Captain  Butcher  had  engaged  his  crew,  and  that  some  of  those  who 
had  gone  with  him  before  were  engaged  to  go  with  him  again.  I  was 
also  informed,  on  the  same  day,  that  a  cargo  of  charcoal  was  to  be  put 
on  board  of  the  Southerner,  so  as  to  give  oft'  no  smoke  from  her  funnel. 
Mr.  Younger,  the  manager,  stated  that  the  vessel  would  sail  from  the 
Tees  on  Tuesday  evening  or  Wednesday  morning.  A  common  rumor 
states  that  she  will  leave  the  river  on  Tuesday  night,  and  that  she  wiU 
stop  at  Middleshow  till  the  following  day,  after  which  she  will  go  to 
Hartlepool  and  have  her  compasses  rectified.  Other  reports  say  that 
she  is  to  go  direct  to  Liverpool,  and  there  take  in  her  crew.  From  what 
I  have  heard  and  seen,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  ship  in  question  is 
intended  for  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  as  a  privateer;  and 
that  she  is  not  for  the  purpose  for  which  she  is  ostensibly  constructed. 
I  believe  that  the  extensive  space  below  and  between  decks  is  intended 
to  contain  and  receive  the  cargoes  of  merchant  vessels  seized  by  this 
Southerner. 

On  Monday,  June  1, 1  went  to  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  Lockwood, 
Pearse  &  Co.,  and  inquired  for  Captain  Butcher.  The  watchman  at  the 
gate  told  me  that  ''he  had  not  seen  him  that  morning  yet,  but  that  he 
might  have  come  in  through  the  office  and  gone  on  board  the  ship."  I 
went  to  the  ofiice  and  saw  a  clerk  there,  who  said  that  it  was  about 
Captain  Butcher's  time,  and  that  if  I  walked  up  to  towards  his  lodgings 
I  should  probably  meet  him.  He  told  me  the  way  he  usually  came  down. 
I  understood  hijn  to  say  that  Butcher  was  there  regularly  every  day.  I 
then  went  up  to  the  place  where  I  was  told  that  Butcher  lodged,  and 
asked  for  him.  I  was  shown  in  to  him,  and  inquired  whether  he  would 
have  any  objection  for  me,  as  a  reporter  connected  with  the  London 
press,  to  go  on  board  when  she  went  on  her  trial  trip  from  Hartlepool 
on  Wednesday.  He  said,  in  reply,  "I  should  not  have  the  smallest 
objection ;  but  I  do  not  take  charge  of  the  vessel  until  she  is  quite  com- 
plete." I  stated  that  I  had  understood  that  he  was  in  command  of  the 
ship,  to  which  he  replied:  "Yes,  that  is  quite  right;  but  I  do  not  Mke 
to  take  any  responsibility  until  the  ship  is  finally  delivered  over  ^o  me," 
or  words  to  that  effect.  He  said,  further,  that  he  would  speak  to  the 
builders  about  the  matter,  and  that  he  would  meet  me  on  board  the 
Southerner  at  one  o'clock.  I  went  down  to  the  quay  side,  before  one  o'clock, 
and  saw  Captain  Butcher  on  board  the  Southerner.  I  thought  from 
what  I  saw  that  he  was  giving  orders  to.men  on  board.  I  saw  several 
of  the  men  touch  their  hats  to  him.  When  I  went  into  the  yard  I  was 
told  that  Captain  Butcher  was  on  board  the  big  ship,  and  I  found  him 
on  the  aft-poop,  where  I  had  previously  seen  him.  He  recognized  me 
again,  and  spoke  to  a  gentleman  whom  I  understood  to  be  one  of  the 
builders — either  Mr.  Pearse  or  Mr.  Lockwood.  He  said :  "  Come  this 
way  and  I  will  introduce  you."  I  spoke  with  them  both,  and  I  heard 
the  gentleman  say  to  Captain  Butcher,  "I  would  not  allow  any  one  to 
go  with  you  down  the  river."  Then  turning  to  me  he  said :  "  'V\''e  shall 
send  down  a  train  from  this  very  early,  starting  about  five  o'clock,  and 
you  can  join  us  if  you  like."  I  said  that  I  should  probably  go  to  Hartle- 
pool, and  he  then  said:  "  Well,  the  harbor-master  knows  all  about  it. 
A  vessel  wiU  be  sent  out  from  West  Hartlepool  about  six  in  the  morn- 
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ing."  I  asked  Captain  Butcher  to  give  me  his  card  as  a  pass,  and  lie 
did  so.  Captain  Butcher  and  Mr.  Pease  C?)  then  joined  some  visitors 
who  were  in  the  aft-cabin,  and  I  joined  them.  One  of  the  ladies  asked 
^hat  was  the  meaning  of  the  C.  S.  C.  on  the  plates  and  dishes,  and  basins. 
The  gentleman  said  that  it  was  not  known ;  that  it  might  be  Charleston 
Steam  Company,  or  anything  else,  and  then  laughed  in  a  manner  which 
led  me  to  suppose  that  he  knew  more  than  he  was  inclined  to  tell.  In  reply 
to  the  same  question  Captain  Butcher  said  that  it  might  mean  Confed- 
erate Steam  Company,  or  Charles  Spence  &  Company,  or  anything  else. 
He  laughed  when  he  said  this,  in  the  same  manner  the  other  gentleman 
had  done.  On  the  same  day  I  went  to  a  photographer's  named  G-utten- 
burgh,  and  there  saw  a  picture  of  Captain  Butcher  taken  in  the  dress  of 
a  naval  officer.  I  had  seen  a  cap,  such  as  the  picture  represented,  hang- 
ing up  in  his  lodgings.  The  buckle  and  buttons  of  the  uniform  bear  the 
emblem  of  the  southern  confederacy — the  palmetto.  There  are  also  let- 
ters on  the  buckle,  which,  however,  are  not  easily  legible.  I  had  heard 
that  Captain  Butcher  was  distributing  these  carte-de-visites  among  his 
friends,  and  I  purchased  one.  I  can  declare  it  to  be  a  correct  likeness  of 
Captata  Butcher,  and  I  am  told  that  the  uniform  is  that  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously 
believing  the  same  to  be  true,  &c.,  &c. 

J.  BAXTEE  LAl^rGLEY, 

Subscribed  and  declared  at  Stockton,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  this 
2d  day  of  June,  1863,  before  me,  Joseph  Dodds,  a  commissioner  to 
administer  oaths  in  chancery,  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Wm.  M.  BlaMston.  , 

I,  WUliam  Milburn  Blakiston,  of  Middleboro',  engineer,  do  hereby 
solemnly  declare  and  affirm  as  follows : 

That  is  to  say,  that  I  have  passed  frequently  up  and  down  the  river 
Tees,  in  passenger  boats  running  between  Stockton  and  Middleboro', 
and  observed  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  a  vessel  of  large  size  at 
Messrs.  Lockwood  &  Pearse's  yard,  in  Stockton-on-Tees,  and  a  rumor 
being  quite  common  that  the  said  ship  was  being  built  for  the  southern 
confederacy,  I  was  led  to  observe  more  closely  the  building  and  fitting 
out  of  the  vessel  from  time  to  time.  On  the  25th  of  May  I  observed  that 
there  had  been  cut  on  each  side  of  the  bulwark,  amidships — that  is, 
between  the  fore-poop  and  the  after-poop — five  square  holes  about 
eighteen  inches  square,  in  each  of  which  had  been  fitted  a  hinged  flap 
of  iron,  so  that,  when  closed,  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  yards  nothing 
particular  could  be  observed.  On  the  same  day  I  passed  the  vessel,  in 
one  of  the  river  steamers,  one  of  the  said  iron  flaps  was  up,  and,  point- 
ing its  nose  out  of  the  hole  was  a  gun  mounted  on  a  carriage.  To  all 
appearance  this  gun  was  about  a  four-inch  bore.  I  had  been  previously 
told  by  a  person,  whom  I  believe  to  be  credible  and  well  informed,  "that 
twelve  (12)  guns  had  come  for  her." 

On  the  18th  of  May,  when  I  was  at  Stockton,  I  observed  that  there 
was  painted  on  her  stern,  in  white  letters,  "The  Southerner,  Liverpool ;" 
but  on  the  25th  of  the  said  month  that  had  been  supplanted  by  an  elab- 
orate piece  of  carved  work,  on  which  was  cut  the  name,  "The  South- 
erner, Liverpool."  Above  and  in  the  center  of  the  inscription  there'was 
"  Palm  Tree"  in  green  and  gilt. 
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On  tlie  30th  of  May  I  went  on  board  tlie  same  vessel  in  company  witli 
Mr.  J.  B.  Langley,  of  London.  I  was  present  during  a  conversation 
between  that ,  gentleman  and  Mr.  Younger,  the  manager  for  Lockwood 
&  Pearse.  I  heard  Mr.  Younger  say  that  "there  were  the  arms  of  the 
Confederate  States"  on  the  cabin  window,  and  that  there  were  views  of 
Savannah  on  the  other.  Mr.  Younger  said  that  "Captain  Butcher," 
(who  is  reported  to  be  the  agent  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,) 
"was  to  take  charge  of  her,"  meaning  the  vessel,  "as  commander  in  the 
first  instance."  I  saw  her  engines,  being  direct-condensing  engines, 
with  two  multi-tubular  boilers.  Mr.  Younger  told  me  that  they  were 
three  hundred  horse-power,  upon  which  I  remarked,  that  seemed  to  be 
small  power  for  a  vessel  of  her  size.  In  reply  he  observed  that  she  was 
intended  to  navigate  shallow  waters,  and  that  power  did  not  much 
increase  speed.  I  had  been  previously.informed  that  a  large  quantity 
of  charcoal  had  been  consigned  to  a  hosier  in  the  town  of  Stockton, 
the  charcoal,  however,  being  really  intended  for  the  use  of  this  vessel ; 
and  should  such  be  the  fact,  I  know  that  it  could  be  used  with  the  boil- 
ers I  saw  for  the  purpose  of  rapidly  raising  steam  without  any  smoke. 
I  observed  two  or  more  steam  cranes  on  the  upper  deck.  In  the  cabins 
aft  I  saw  the  wash-stand  basins  marked  with  the  palm  tree  and  the  let- 
ters C.  S.  C,  which  I  understood  to  mean  confederate  screw  cutter.  I 
saw  on  the  windows  of  the  cabin  transparencies  representing  what  I 
believe  to  be  arms  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  the  British  arms, 
and  a  view  of  Savannah;  also  a  picture  of  a  turret  with  two  flags,  one 
being  the  confederate  banner,  and  the  other  the  British  ensign.  I  saw 
two  guns  on  board  mounted  on  carriages.  I  had  also  a  conversation 
with  one  of  the  workmen  on  board  the  shiij,  who  told  me  that  she  had 
two  hundred  tons  of  pig  iron  on  board  as  ballast.  I  asked  him  if  he 
thought  that  the  two  guns  I  had  seen  were  sufficient  for  a  ship  of  her 
size ;  and  his  reply  was  that  "  everything  was  kept  very  quiet ;  but  no 
doubt  she  would  take  more  guns  on  board  when  she  got  out  to  sea,  as 
the  other  one  had  done."  I  understood  him  to  mean  the  Alabama  by 
"the  other  one."  As  Captain  Butcher  had  been  named  as  the  com- 
mander of  that  vessel,  I  asked  him  if  Captain  Butcher  spent  much  of 
his  time  on  board  the  Southerner,  and  he  replied  that  for  the  last  month 
he  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time  on  the  vessel.  He  said  Cap- 
tain Butcher  had  engaged  his  crew,  and  that  some  of  those  who  had 
served  under  Mm  before  were  engaged  to  go  with  him  again.  I  believe 
that  the  ship  is  intended  to  go  away  from  Stockton  on  Tuesday  evening 
to  Hartlepool,  for  the  purposes  of  having  her  compasses  adjusted,  &c.,  &c. 

WILLIAM  MILBURN  BLAKISTON. 

Subscribed  and  declared,  &c.,  June  2,  1863,  before  me. 

J.  DODDS,  Commissioner,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  respecting  the  Southerner  was  unfor- 
tunately not  delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  till  8.50  p.  m.,  some  time  after 
the  business  of  the  day  was  ended  and  the  office  closed. 

I  have,  at  the  earliest  possible  hour  this  morning,  communicated  with 
the  treasury  and  home  department,  and  I  have  requested  that  orders 
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• 
may  at  once  be  sent  by  telegraph  to  the  proper  authorities  to  pay  imme- 
diate attention  to  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  your  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  89.]  TJnited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  10, 1863. 
gui .  *  #  »  #  *        # 

Mr. ,  who  was  sent  to   Stockton  to  look  after  the  steamer 

Southerner,  has  returned.  He  was  on  the  vessel  a  number  of  times; 
talked  with  Captain  Butcher,  who  is  in  command,  and  with  the  other 
ofl&cers.  He  accompanied  her  on  the  trial  trip  from  Stockton  to  Hartle- 
pool; his  opportunity  for"  seeing,  hearing,  and  obtaining  information 
about  the  character  and  destination  of  the  vessel  was  good.  He  is 
strengthened  in  his  ponvictions  that  she  is  intended  as  a  privateer.  He 
finds  that  the  state-rooms,  and  aU  the  appliances  for  carrying  passen- 
gers, are  very  slightly  put  up,  and  can  be  removed  at  any  moment.  She 
has  two  small  guns  mounted  on  her  decks,  such  as  are  usually  found  in 
passenger  vessels  of  her  size.  He  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  any 
direct  evidence  as  to  her  being  a  privateer.  He  made  an  af&davit  of  all 
he  saw  and  learned,  and  procured  another  from  ,  his  assist- 
ant. I  directed  him  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Adams.  This  was  done,  and 
he,  Mr.  Adams,  caused  copies  to  be  laid  before  Lord  Eussell.  She  is 
now  on  her  wiay  to  Liverpool,  so  they  say.    I  am  expecting  her  to  arrive 

every  moment. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  432..]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  18, 1863. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell 
to  me,  of  the  12th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Southerner,  as  reported  in  my  number  425,  of  the  5th  of 
June.  I  had  not  been  led  to  expect  any  other  answer,  especially  after  I 
learned  that  the  deposition  of  the  principal  witness,  Mr.  Langley,  was 
put  at  once  into  the  hands  of  the  parties  complained  of.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  that  the  action  of  the  subordinate  officers  employed  by  the 
government  has  had  the  effect  of  preventing  rather  than  promoting  the 
development  of  testimony  likely  to  inculpate  the  offenders.  Thus  it 
happens  that  the  Phantom  has  actually  sailed,  and  the  Southerner  will 


254  ENFOECEMENT    OF   NEUTRALITY. 

soon  sail,  probably  to  turn  up,  in  some  shape  or  other,  as  active  partici- 
pants in  the  hostilities  carried  on  by  the  rebels  on  the  ocean  against  the 

people  of  the  United  States. 

*##♦#***** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEA:NCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Ofpice,  June  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  At  the  same  time  that  I  communicated  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury 
and  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department,  as  I  informed 
you  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  the  statements  respecting  the  South- 
erner, contained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  submitted  those  state- 
ments also  to  the  consideration  of  the  law  advisers  of  the  Crown ;  and  I 
have  since  learned  from  them  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  evidence  sup- 
plied by  those  statements  would  not  support  a  charge  against  the  vessel 
that  she  is  so  equipped,  or  fitted  out,  or  destined,  as  to  constitute  a 
breach  of  the  provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  that  it,  con- 
sequently, did  not  afford  sufQcient  warrant  for  arresting  the  vessel. " 

The  greater  portion  of  the  two  depositions  inclosed  in  your  letter  con- 
sists of  hearsay  matter,  or  statements  of  mere  belief,  which,  according 
to  American  equally  with  British  law,  are  inadmissible  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  upon  which  her  Majesty's  government  could  not  legally  pro- 
ceed. 

Attention  will,  nevertheless,  continue  to  be  paid  to  the  vessel,  with  a 
view  of  guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  against  her  being  equipped  in  this 
country  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  foreign  en- 
listment act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract."! 

No.  449.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  your  dispatch*  of  the  17th  of  June,  (No.  629,) 
relating  to  armed  vessels  fitted  out  from  here,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit the  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Commodore  Thatcher,  of  the  Con- 
stellation, reporting  certain  anticipated  movements  of  the  steamer  South- 
erner, now  preparing  to  depart  from  Liverpool.  Copies  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself  respecting  that  vessel,  ex- 
cepting the  final  reply  of  his  lordship,  received  on  the  3d  of  July,  and 

*  Dispatch  No.  629  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams  is  printed  under  "The  Alexan- 
dra," post. 
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inclosed  herewitli,  have  been  already  laid  before  you.  There  never  has 
been  any  idea  in  my  mind  that  she  could  be,  technically  speaking,  de- 
nominated a  war  vessel.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  she  could  not  be 
as  well  employed  in  depredating  on  the  unarmed  mercantile  navy  as  the 
Japan,  the  Lapwing,  the  Tacony,  or  any  other  of  the  ships  that  could 
mount  a  few  guns  to  be  so  used.  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  the 
belief  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  security  of  our  commerce  in 
Europe  depends  on  the  presence  of  some  war  steamers  of  a  higher  class 
than  have  ever  yet  appeared  since  the  war  began. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwajrd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Commodore  Thaiclier  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Ship  Constellation,  ' 

Leghorn,  June  29, 1863. 
Sni :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  learned  from  many 
private  sources  entitled  to  credit  that  a  very  fast  steamer,  said  to  be  called 
the  Southerner,  has  been  built  in  England,  destined  for  a  confederate 
privateer,  to  cruise  against  oux  extensive  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean ; 
and  from  the  fact  that  a  rebel  commander,  Thomas  Jefferson  Page,  late 
of  the  United  States  navy,  has  recently  arrived  at  Florence,  with  the 
intention,  it  is  believed,  of  commanding  this  vessel,  I  have  reason  to 
think  this  information  correct. 

This  vessel,  it  is  said,  wiU  arrive  in  a  Mediterranean  porfwith  regular 
papers  and  a  cargo,  but  fitted  for  a  cruiser  in  all  respects,  except  her 
heavy  armament,  which  can  easily  be  placed  on  board  of  her  by  a  simi- 
lar process  to  that  of  the  arming  of  the  Alabama.  As  this  sloop-of-war 
is  the  only  United  States  vessel  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  is  but  a  sail- 
ing vessel,  she  could  not,  of  course,  successfully  pursue  a  fast  steamer, 
especially  at  this  season  of  prevailing  calms.  May  I  not,  therefore,  take 
the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to  urge  upon  our  Navy  Department  the 
necessity  of  sending,  at  the  earlist  possible  moment,  at  least  one  Mst  and 
well-armed  steamer  here  before  this  intended  work  of  destruction  shall 
have  been  inaugurated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEl!fEY  K.  THATCHEE, 

Commodore  United  States  Havy. 
Hon.  Chajrles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister  to  the  Court  of  St.  James,  London. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  on  the  12th  of  June  to  communicate  to  you  the 
result  of  the  inquiries  which  had  up  to  that  time  been  instituted  by  her 
Majesty's  goverhment  with  reference  to  the  statements  respecting  the 
vessel  Southerner,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  that  month. 
I,  however,  added  that  attention  should,  nevertheless,  continue  to  be  paid 
to  that  vessel,  with  the  view  of  guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  against  her 
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being  equipped  in  this  country,  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you,  in  fulfillment  of  that  assurance,  that  her 
Majesty's  government  considered  it  desirable  to  request  the  board  of 
admiralty  to  associate  with  the  custom-house  surveyor  at  Liverpool  an 
ofSicer  well  acquainted  with  the  build  and  equipment  of  vessels  of  war, 
with  instructions  to  survey  the  Southerner,  and  to  report  the  result 
to  her  Majesty's  government. 

That  officer's  report  has  now  been  received,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
acquaint  you  that  it  appears  from  it  that  the  Southerner  is  an  ordinary- 
built  iron  screw  steam  passenger  and  cargo  vessel  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  tons,  fitted  with  engines  of  three  hundred  horse- 
power ;  that  she  is  also  fitted  with  top-gallant,  forecastle,  and  poop-deck, 
with  deck-house  continuous  fore  and  aft  with  the  same,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Inman  line  of  screw-boats  sailing  between  Liverpool 
and  New  York;  that  she  is  fitted  up  aft,  under  the  poop- deck,  with 
cabin  accommodation  for  about  sixty-six  saloon  passengers;  the  fore- 
castle for  the  crew,  and  deck-houses  for  the  ship's  ofiEicers;  that  her 
holds  are  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  cargo,  and  that  she  is  fitted 
with  steam  winches  for  working  the  same. 

The  admiralty  surveyor  further  reports  that  he  finds,  upon  examina- 
tion, that  her  top  sides  are  of  iron  plates  three-eighths  of  an  inch  thick, 
and  are  in  no  way  fitted  or  secured  for  the  working  of  guns,  and  that  she 
has  two  gangways  fitted,  one  on  each  side  amidships,  for  the  purpose  of 
working  her  cargo. 

The  surveyor,  in  conclusion,  says  that  upon  fully  examining  the 
Southerner,  he  cannot  find  anything  with  regard  to  construction  or 
fittings  that  would  leave  him  to  suppose  that  she  was  intended  for  bel- 
ligerent purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaules  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  (fee. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  127.]  'united  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  7, 1863. 

gj-r,.         #  #  *  *  *  *  »•*# 

The  steamer  Southerner,  belonging  to  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  built  at 
Stockton,  so  often  referred  to  in  this  correspondence,  was  entered  to  load 
on  the  5th  instant,  at  Liverpool,  by  G.  B.  Disier  &  Co.,  consignees,  for 
Alexandria,  via  Cardiff.  M.  J.  Butcher,  the  same  person  who  took  out 
the  Alabama,  is  to  command  her.  She  is  to  ship  her  crew  to-day,  and 
will  no  doubt  sail  to-morrow.  I  have  not  learned  her  destination,  or  the 
character  in  which  she  will  go  out;  everything  is  kept  secret  about  her. 
If  able  to  learn  anything  will  communicate  it  to  Mr.  Adams.  *  »  * 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

-^,  B. August  8,  1863. — The  Southerner  cleared  late  last  evening. 
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She  has  her  crew  on  board;  lies  in  the  stream,  ready  to  sail.  Will  go 
out  to-day.  I  have  -written  to  our  consul  at  Cardiff,  and  Mr.  Adams, 
about  her. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
No.  357.]  Paris,  October  6, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication 
just  received  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Algiers,  in  reference  to 
the  rebel  steamer  Southerner.    From  this  it  would  appear  that  she  is 
engaged  in  the  transportation  of  cotton  to  England. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewarp, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Kingsbury  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  2.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Algiers,  Oetoler  2, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  while  absent  from  my  post 
by  special  permission,  I  received  information  that  the  suspected  pirate 
steamship  Southerner  was  at  Malta,  en  route  from  Alexandria  to  Algiers. 
Accordingly  I  made  all  possible  haste  to  return,  hoping,  if  iny  informa- 
tion was  correct,  and  our  apprehensions  should  be  sustained  by  the  actual 
character  of  this  vessel,  that  I  might  be  able  to  render  some  service  to 
our  country.  But  since  my  arrival  I  have  ascertained  that  the  South- 
erner came  into  this  port  on  or  about  the  20th  ultimo,  and  landed  several 
hundred  Turkish  pilgrims,  and  proceeded  hence  to  Tangier  to  land  the 
rematader  of  this  class  of  her  passengers. 

She  had  a  fuU  cargo  of  cotton,  even  her  cabin  being  filled,  and  waS' 
proceeding  to  Liverpool,  having  been  dispatched  on  this  voyage  by  the 
well  known  firm  of  Wilson  &  Co.  The  ship  has  an  English  register,  a 
transcript  of  which  I  have  seen,  is  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  tons,, 
and  has  a  crew  of  fifty-two  men.  While  in  this  port  she  hoisted  none 
but  the  English  flag.  This  information  has  been  given  to  me  by  a  per- 
fectly competent  and  reliable  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  at  this. 
place. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  British  and  United  States  flags  are  painted 
upon  the  partitions  of  the  companion-way  or  entrance  to  her  cabin,  the 
ship  having  been  buUt,  it  is  said,  to  run  between  Liverpool  and  Charles- 
ton. Captain  Butcher,  who  commanded  the  Alabama  on  her  trial  trip,, 
commands  the  Southerner,  and  has  been  for  several  years  employed  by 
Messrs.  Wilson  ^  Co. 

I  think  this  information,  which  I  have  not  the  slightest  reason  to  doubt,, 
will  quiet  our  apprehensions  concerning  this  vessel,  at  least  until  she 
has  discharged  her  cargo  of  cotton. 

With  sentiments  of  very  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  KINGSBUET, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  WrLLiAM  L.  Dayton, 

Unvoy  Extraordinary  and 

Minister  PlenipotenUary,  dtc,  &c.,  Paris.- 
17  A  C— VOL.  II 
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CASE  OP  THE  ALEXANDRA. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  46.]  United  States  Oonstjlate, 

Liverpool,  March  11, 1863. 
Sir  :  William  C.  Miller  &  Son  launched  on  Saturday  last  tlie  gunboat 
th.ey  are  building  for  the  confederates.  She  was  towed  into  the  Ooburg 
dock  to  receiVe  her  engines,  made  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  which  are 
completed  and  ready  to  be  put  on  board.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  made 
the  contract  for  building  this  boat  with  Miller  &  Son,  the  same  as  they 
did  that  for  building  the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida.  This  vessel  is 
smaller  than  the  Oreto,  and  from  appearances  will  carry  but  two  guns, 
■one  forward  and  one  aft,  both  large  pivot,  and  so  arranged  as  to  fire  over 
the  bulwark.  Captain  Tessier,  the  same  who  commanded  the  Bahama, 
with  a  number  of  men  from  Praser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  were  at  the  launch- 
ing. Captain  Tessier  took  an  active  part,  and,  it  is  said,  is  to  take  the 
"vessel  out  when  completed.  I  have  retained  Mr.  Squarey,  of  the  firm 
•of  Duncan,  Squarey  &  Blackmore,  of  this  town,  and  shall  go  up  to  Lon- 
don to-morrow  to  retain  and  consult  Mr.  Collier,  the  barrister  we  had  in 
the  case  of  the  Alabama.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  stop  this  vessel,  but 
•enter  upon  the  business  with  doubts  and  misgivings.  My  attorney  here 
■gives  me  no  encouragement,  and  thinks  we  shall  fail  if  the  government 
adhere  to  the  rule  they  laid  down  in  the  other  cases,  of  requiring  us  to 
make  out  a. case  before  they  moved  to  arrest  her.  If  there  was  any  way 
to  get  the  case  up  before  their  courts,  or  to  compel  the  parties  building 
her  to  testify,  there  would  be  no  dif&culty;  but  the  government  gives  us 
no  aid,  and  leaves  us  to  make  out  the  case  in  the  best  way  we  can,  and 
having  no  process  to  compel  persons  to  testify,  we  cannot  obtain  one 
particle  of  evidence,  except  such  as  is  voluntarily  given,  and  the  gov- 
ernment here  requires  us  to  produce  legal  evidence  before  they  will  move. 
'They  will  no  doubt  take  out  a  register,  and  clear  her  for  some  port,  and 
.send  her  out  as  they  did  the  Oreto,  and  place  her  guns  and  ammmuni- 
tion  on  some  other  vessel,  and  send  them  after  her.  1  will  report  the 
Tesult  of  my  conference  with  Mr.  Collier  in  my  next. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  50.]  '  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  20, 1863. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  dispatches  No.  46  and  48,  and  to  the  subject  of  the 
gunboat  Alexandra,  recently  launched  from  the  yard  of  WiUiam  0. 
Miller  &  Son,  intended  for  the  so-called  confederate  government,  I  have 
now  to  inform  you  that  *****  j  went  *  *  *  to  London. 
I  found  Mr.  Adams  very  much  discouraged  about  the  attitude  of  the 
English  government  in  reference  to  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  these 
vessels,  and  doubting  somewhat  the  policy  of  making  further  efforts. 
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He,  however,  assented  to  my  obtaining  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Lush,  who  is 
admitted  to  be  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  the  kingdom.  In  this 
country  you  cannot  approach  a  barrister  except  through  an  attorney. 
I  employed  for  this  purpose  a  Mr.  Orowdy.  I  inclose  you,  marked  ISo.  1, 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Lush's  opinion.  I  have  determined  to  get  up  a  case,  if 
possible,  against  this  vessel,  and  shall  employ  the  necessary  persons  to 
do  it.  It  will  cost  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money,  no  doubt,  bilt  I 
think  it  best  to  make  the  effort.  I  have  no  idea  that  we  shall  succeed 
in  stopping  her ;  do  not  think  the  government  are  disposed  to  aid  us  in 
the  least,  or  that  they  will  interfere  even  if  we  should  obtain  the  evi- 
dence. But  it  seems  to  me  we  should  leave  nothing  undone  on  our  part; 
that  we  should  do  our  duty  whether  they  do  or  not.  If  we  should  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  evidence,  and  then  they  refuse  to  interfere,  it  wiU 
place  them  in  the  wrong. 

The  great  hardship  and  injustice  of  the  matter  is,  that  this  govern- 
ment refuses  to  move  until  legal  evidence  is  furnished,  and  requires  the 
United  States  government  to  procure  the  evidence,  and  provides  no  pro- 
cess or  means  by  which  we  can  obtaia  it.  I  wiU  do  the  best  I  can,  and 
hope  the  department  will  approve  my  course. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  Wtt.t.tatvt  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


CASE  STATED  BY  THE  ITNITED  STATES  CONSTJL  AT  LIVEKPOOL. 

On  Saturday,  the  7th  of  March,  1863,  William  0.  Miller  &  Son  launched 
from  their  shipyard  at  Liverpool  a  steam  gunboat,  built  for  the  so-called 
confederate  government  in  the  United  States,  and  called  the  Alexandra. 

Fawcett,  Preston  Sc'  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  have  made  the  engines  and 
armament  for  this  vessel.  They  also  made  the  contract  with  the  Millers 
for  building  the  hull.  The  engine  and  armament  are  ready  to  be  placed 
on  board.  The  probabilities  are  that  the  vessel,  after  she  is  finished, 
will  clear  for  some  foreign  port,  and  the  armament  be  sent  out  in  some 
other  vessel,  and  placed  on  her  there,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  done 
in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida. 

The  money  for  building  this  vessel  was  paid  by  the  house  of  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  the  well-known  agents  of  the  insurgents. 
She  is  being  built  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Bullock,  an 
officer  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy,  who  superintended  the  Oreto, 
now  called  the  Florida,  built  by  the  same  parties,  and  the  steamer  Ala- 
bama, by  the  Lairds  at  Birkenhead,  and  who  has  been  sent  over  here 
for  the  express  purpose  of  superintending  the  construction  of  war  ves- 
sels for  the  insurgent  government. 

The  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool  is  anxious,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  sailing. 

From  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  British  government  in  the  cases  of 
the  Oreto  and  Alabama,  and  recent  remarks  made  in  Parhament  about 
other  vessels  building,  it  is  inferred  that  the  government  will  not  arrest 
this  vessel  without  legal  evidence  being  first  produced,  and  that  they 
win  require  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  procure  and  furnish 
this  evidence. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  character  of  this  vessel,  the  purposes  or 
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parties  for  whom  she  is  being  btiilt,  or  the  main  facts  as  above  stated. 
The  difficultyis  to  obtain  the  legal  evidence.  To  do  this  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  examine  the  parties  engaged  in  building  and  fitting  her  out. 
How  can  this  Tje  done? 

The  questions  submitted  to  counsel  are,  what  can  be  done  under  the 
circumstances  to  stop  this  vessel?  What  can  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  United  States  consul,  do  to  stop  her?  Is  there 
any  process  or  proceeding  provided  in  English  law  by  or  under  which  the 
evidence  of  tliese  parties  who  are  engaged  in  building  and  fitting  her  out 
can  be  obtained  ?  And  generally  to  advise  the  United  States  govern- 
ment herein. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  process  or  proceeding  by  which  the 
parties  alleged  to  be  engaged  in  building  and  fitting  out  the  vessel  in 
question  can  be  compelled  to  give  evidence.  I  also  think  that  the  court 
of  chancery  cannot  interfere  by  injunction  to  restrain  the  parties  from 
sending  the  vessel  to  sea  on  the  ground  that  by  so  doing  they  would  be 
violating  the  provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  charge,  being  one  of  a  criminal  nature,  must  be  sustained  by  evi- 
dence mating  a  prima  facie  case  against  the  parties  accused,  before  any 
proceedings  can  be  taken  against  themj  or  in  order  to  justify  the  seizure 
of  the  vessel.  It  is  impossible  to  say  beforehand  what  amount  and 
quality  of  testimony  will  be  suf&cient.  Afl  that  I  can  advise  the  United 
States  authorities  to  do  is  to  collect  the  statements  of  persons  who, 
speaking  from  their  own  knowledge,  can  prove  that  the  Alexandra  is 
.being  built  for  warlike  purposes  under  the  direction  and  superintend- 
ence of  Captain  Bullock ;  that  he  is  an  officer  of  the  so-called  confederate 
navy,  and  that  he  superintended  the  construction  of  the  Alabama  and 
the  Florida ;  and  to  lay  these  statements,  with  any  other  facts  which  can 
be  obtained,  before  the  government.  Should  the  statement  raise  a  fair 
inference  against  Captain  Bullock,  it  might  assist  the  object  of  the 
United  States  consul  to  summon  him  before  the  m  agistrates  with  a  view  to 
his  committal  for  trial  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  59  G-eo.  3, 
c.  69. 

E.  W.  LUSH. 

Temple,  March  16, 1863. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  362.]  LsaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  April  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  several  notes  which  have 
passed  between  myself  and  Lord  Eussell  respecting  certain  vessels  in 
preparation  at  Liverpool  to  carry  on  hostilities  against  the  United  States. 
The  evidence  already  collected  to  sustain  these  allegations,  and  that 
which  we  are  in  a  way  to  obtain,  \^1  be  of  a  kind,  I  trust,  to  enable 
the  government  to  exert  its  power  in  some  form  of  repression.  I  have 
labored  to  impress  upon  his  lordship  the  value  of  some  demonstration 
of  the  kind,  as  a  protection  to  both  countries  against  the  unhallowed 
intrigues  of  desperate  adventurers,  British  and  American.  I  really  think 
his  lordship  and  a  portion  of  the  cabinet  ministers  sincerely  so  disposed. 
Others  are  inclined  an  opposite  way,  and  stUl  others  are  indifferent. 
So  that  it  is  impossible  to  predict  what  may  be  done.    At  Liverpool  it 
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is  improbable  that  any  efforts  of  government  officers  to  give  aid  can  be 
depended  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAIfCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  March  30, 1863. 
Mt  Loed  :#**#*** 
I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Dudley,  together  with  a  number  of  depositions  taken  before 
the  .collector  of  Liverpool,  going  to  show  a  similar  equipment  of  another 
steamer,  called  the  Alexandra,  in  the  same  port.  I  shall  remit  no  exer- 
tion to  place  in  the  hands  of  her  Majesty's  government  all  the  informa- 
tion that  can  be  obtained  touching  these  hostile  designs,  being  quite 
confident  that  I  can  in  no  way  conteibute  so  effectually  to  the  defeat  of 
the  machinations  of  evil-minded  persons,  who  hope,  through  a  dexterous 
use  of  such  hostile  armaments,  to  involve  the  people  of  the  two  couptries 
in  hostilities  out  of  which  neither  can  expect  to  reap  the  smallest  advan- 
tage. 

I  have  the  honor  likewise  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration 
another  note  from  Mr.  Dudley,  of  the  28th  instant,  transmitting  copies 
of  certain  papers  which  appear  to  prove  quite  conclusively  the  relations 
of  certain  persons  in  Liverpool,  whose  names  appear  therein,  to  the  in- 
surgent authorities  in  the  United  States.  It  thus  appears  that  the  same 
individuals  who  were  concerned  in  the  outfit  and  departure  of  the  gnn- 
boat  290,  are  those  now  mentioned  as  directing  the  outfit  of  the  Alex- 
andra. 

******** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAJ^CIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eael  Etjssell,  dec,  &c.,  &c. 

[For  inclosures  9  to  14,  with  above  note,  see  "  Eebel  Cruisers,"  sub- 
division "The  Alabama,"  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
No.  362,j>o«<.] 


1, 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  28, 1863. 

SiK :  I  inclose  you  copies  of  affidavits  made  before  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Liverpool,  and  submitted  to  him  in  support  of  an  application  by 
me  made  to  him  this  day,  to  retain  the  gunboat  recently  launched  from 
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the  yard  of  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  called  the  Alexandra,  which  has  been 
built  for  the  rebels,  and  is  now  being  fitted  out  here  in  this  port,  to  cruise 
and  make  war  against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
The  copies  are  sent  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  before  the  secretary 
of  foreign  affairs  of  her  Majesty's  government,  as  the  basis  of  an  appli- 
cation for  them  to  arrest  this  vessel,  at  the  instance  of  my  legal  advisers, 
Mr.  Squarey  and  0.  MUward,  barrister,  whom  I  have  employed  in  con- 
nection with  E.  Lush,  esq.,  Q-  C.  I  inclose  also  a  copy  of  my  written 
application  to  the  collector. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  tJie  collector. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies,  do 
hereby  apply  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  seize  and  detain  a  vessel,  now  lying  in  the  Toxteth  dock  in 
the  port  of  Liverpool,  called  the  Alexandra,  with  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores 
which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  the  said  vessel,  pursuant  to  the 
powers  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the  7th  section  of  the  act  of 
Parliament,  59  Geo.  3,  c.  69,  on  the  ground  that  such  vessel  is  being 
equipped,  furnished,  and  fitted  out,  in  order  that  such  vessel  shall  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exercise  the  power 
of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with 
the  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  government  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

Dated  28th  March,  1863. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Samuel  Price  Edwards, 

Collector  of  Customs,  Liverpool. 


3. 


I,  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's  Park,  Liver- 
pool, in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  according  to  my 
religious  belief,  unlawful,  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly 
afOrm  and  declare  as  follows :  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies;  I  say  that  there 
is  now  and  for  some  time  past  has  been  a  war  ctoried  on  between  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  certain 
persons  who  have  rebelled  against  such  government,  and  pretended  to 
set  up  and  assume  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  styling  them- 
selves the  Confederate  States. 

I  further  say  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information,  and 
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belief,  no  leave  or  Ucense  has  been  liad  or  obtained  from  or  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  under  her  sign  manual  or  any  order  in  counsel,  or  any 
proclamation  of  her  said  Majesty  or  otherwise,  or  at  all  authorizing  any 
person  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  equip,  furnish,  fit  out, 
or  arm  ships  or  vessels  with  intent  or  in  order  that  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States 
to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  and  people  of  the 
said  United  States  of  America,  and  that  her  Majesty  is  not  now  at  war 
with  the  said  United  States. 

I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  government  or  persons 
assuming  the  government  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States  two 
vessels  of  war,  one  of  them,  namely,  the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida, 
was  built  by  Messrs.  WiUiam  C.  Miller  «&  Sons  of  Liverpool,  and  another, 
the  Alabama,  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Company,  and  they  had  been  employed 
by  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States  against  the  government  and 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  war  that  is  now  going  on, 
and  armaments  and  war  crews  for  both  the  said  vessels  went  out  in  them 
or  were  sent  out  from  England  to  meet  the  ships  abroad  and  were  then 
placed  on  board  them. 

On  the  seventh  of  the  present  month  of  March  another  vessel,  built 
and  intended  for  a  steamship,  was  buUt  by  the  said  Messrs.  William  C. 
Miller  &  Sons,  and  as  this  deponent  verily  believes,  buUt  and  intended 
for  a  gunboat,  was  launched  by  them  from  their  ship-building  yard  in 
Liverpool,  and  was  named  the  lAlexandra,  and  which  vessel  is  now  in 
the  Toxteth  dock  in  the  port  and  town  of  Liverpool,  in  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  engineers,  are  supplying 
the  engines  for,  and  are  now  erecting  and  fixing  the  same  on  board  the 
said  ship. 

I  say  I  am  informed  and  verily  believe  that  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm 
&  Co.,  who  act  as  the  agents  for  the  said  so-called  confederate  govern- 
ment, are  concerned  in  having  the  ship  built  and  fitted  out.  That  the 
moneys  required  for  such  purpose  have  been  and  are  supplied  by  the 
said  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  I  further  say,  a  Captain  Bullock,  who  is 
in  constant  communication  with  parties  in  Liverpool  who  are  knoWn  to 
be  connected  with  and  acting  for  the  parties  who  have  assumed  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  who  took  out  the  ves- 
sel Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida^  who  superintended  the  building  and 
fitting  of  the  steam  gunboat  ifo.  290,  now  called  the  Alabama,  who  went 
with  her  on  part  of  her  voyage  out  from  this  port,  is  now  in  Liverpool, 
and,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  is  superintending  the  building  and 
fitting  out  of  the  Alexandra. 

I  am  informed  and  verily  believe  that  a  Captain  Tessier,  who  has  been 
long  in  the  service  of  the  said  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  who  commanded 
the  Bahama  when  she  took  out  Captain  Semmes,  now  of  the  Alabama, 
as  also  part  of  the  crew  and  armament  of  that  vessel,  to  meet  her  and 
transship  the  same  into  her  when  she  was  at  the  island  of  Terceira,  is  also 
superintending  the  fitting  out  of  this  ship. 

I  say  I  have  read  the  affidavits  of  John  De  Costa,  Oliver  Eemington 
MnmJford,  Neil  Black,  Thomas  Hutson,  and  Matthew  Maguire,  sworn  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  March  instant,  and  I  say  that  from  the  facts  therein 
spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and  circumstances  aforesaid,  I  verily  believe 
and  say  that  the  said  vessel  Alexandra  is  being  fitted  out  with  intent 
and  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  shall  be  epiployed  in  the  service  of  the- 
said  persons  setting  np  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  and  called 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with  the  intent  to  cruise  and' 
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commit  hostilities  against  th.e  government  and  citizens  of  the  United 
of  America. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Affirmed  before  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  20th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

S.  PEICE  EDWARDS,  Collector. 

4. 
Deposition  of  John  Be  Costa. 

I,  John  De  Costa,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  shipping 
agent  and  steam-tug  owner,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

Messieurs  William  0.  Miller  &  Sons,  ship  builders,  of  Liverpool,  have 
been  constructing  a  tug-boat  for  a  steam-tug  company,  in  which  I  am  a 
partner  and  shareholder ;  and  I  have  for  the  last  two  or  three  months 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  at  the  yard  inspecting  our  boat.  In  the 
same  yard,  and  on  a  slip-next  to  that  which  our  boat  occupied,  there 
was  being  built  by  Messieurs  William  0.  MUler  &  Sons  a  ship,  since 
launched,  and  called  the  Alexandra. 

I  say  that  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  William  0.  Miller,  the  senior  partner 
of  the  said  firm  of  William  0.  Miller  &  Sons,  that  the  said  ship  was 
intended  for  a  gunboat.  The  said  Mr.  Miller  also  conversed  with  me  as 
to  the  speed  of  the  steamship  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  which  was 
built  by  them,  the  said  Messieurs  William  0.  Miller  &  Sons,  and  which 
he  said  was  greater  than  that  of  the  Alabama,  but  that  he  expected  the 
vessel  now  called  the  Alexandra  would  be  faster  than  either. 

I  have  seen  a  Mr.  Welsman,  one  x>i  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Frazer, . 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  at  Messieurs  William  C.  MUler  &  Sons'  yard.    Mes- 
sieurs Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  act  as,  and  are,  agents  for  the  confederate 
government,  and  Mr.  Welsman  was  inspecting  and  giving  orders  as  to 
the  Alexandra.    I  have  seen  him  on  several  occasions  doing  so. 

I  have  also  seen  at  the  said  yard,  when  the  said  ship  Alexandra  was 
being  built,  Captain  Tessier,  who  is,  and  has  for  many  years  been,  in  the 
employ  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  who  commanded  the  steamship 
Bahama,  and  who  took  out  Captain  Semmes  and  certain  makers  of 
armaments,  and  crew,  to  the  island  of  Terceira,  in  the  Atlantic,  to  meet 
the  steamer  Alabama,  after  the  Alabama  had  cleared  from  the  port  of 
Liverpool  and  had  gone  to  the  said  island  of  Terceira,  and  there  trans- 
shipped Captain  Semmes  and  such  armament  and  crew  into  the  said 
ship  Alabama,  as  I  am  informed,  and  verily  believe. 

I  have  seen  and  heard  the  said  Captain  Tessier  at  the  said  yard  giv- 
ing orders  as  to  the  combings  of  the  hatch,  and  other  matters  in  con- 
nection with  the  building  of  the  said  gunboat. 

On  the  3d  of  March",  instant,  we  had  a  trial  trip  of  our  tug-boat,  which 
is  called  the  Emperor,  and  Captain  Tessier  and  Mr.  Miller,  the  junior 
member  of  the  said  firm  of  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  were  on  board  her 
on  this  occasion.  Captain  Tessier  then  told  me  that  he  had  had  the 
command  of  the  Oreto,  and  took  her  to  iiTassau,  in  New  Providence,  in 
order  that  she  might  from  thence  run  the  blockade  instituted  and  inforced 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  the  port  and  harbor  of  Mobile; 
and  that  when  she  was  running  the  blockade  into  Mobile  from  Nassau, 
the  blockading  fleet  of  the  United  States  fired  into  her.    That  one  shot 
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struck  her  and  went  clean  through,  the  side  of  the  vessel,  touching  the 
top  of  the  boiler,  and  going  through  the  other  side  killing  one  man.  Mr. 
Miller  said  that  he  had  understood  from  Captain  Bullock  that  the  shot 
did  not  go  through  her.  Captain  Tessier  also  said  that  the  speed  of  the 
Emperor  would  not  suit  their  purposes.  I  said  to  him,  if  it  is  for  run-  ' 
ning  the  blockade,  it  would  not  suit  for  such  a  purpose;  to  which  he 
replied  that  there  had  been  plenty  running  the  blockade  that  had  gone 
no  swifter,  but  then  the  fogs  had  given  them  the  opportunity ;  and  added, 
that  if  the  Oreto  had  gone  no  faster  he  would  have  been  caught  twice. 
Captain  Tessier  and  Mr.  Miller,  junior,  said  that  the  Alexandra  was  for 
the  southern  confederacy,  and  everybody  knew  it,  and  that  they  did  not 
pretend  to  keep  it  from  any  one,  and  that  he,  Captain  Tessier,  was  going 
to  command  her. 

In  the  course  of  that  conversation  some  one  said,  but  who  I  do  not 
remember,  that  they  would  get  into  trouble  with  the  British  government. 
The  said  Mr.  Miller,  junior,  replied  that  they  would  not,  as  they  should 
clear  her  in  the  same  manner  as  they  did  the  Oreto. 

The  said  Captain  Tessier  stated  in  my  presence,  in  the  course  of  said 
conversation,  that  the  said  ship  was  being  flitted  up  as  a  gunboat,  and 
was  intended  for,  and  wiU  be  emplqyed  as  such  in  the  service  of  the  said 
so-called  Contederate  States. 

I  say  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Spear,  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Company,  that  his  firm  were  building  the  engines.  They  are  the  same 
persons  who  supplied  the  Oreto  with  her  engines. 

I  say  that  from  what  I  saw  of  the  said  vessel,  Alexandra,  and  from 
what  I  was  told  by  the  said  Messieurs  Miller  and  other  parties  in  their 
yard,  the  said  vessel  was  buUt  for,  and  that  she  is  now  being  fl.tted  up 
as  a  gunboat,  and  is  intended  for  and  wiU  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  so-called  confederate  government  as  a  man-of-war,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  capturing  and  destroying  vessels  and  property  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  said  United  States  and  the  citizens  of  the  said  States. 

I  say  that  from  the  fact  and  circumstances  aforesaid,  I  verily  believe 
and  say  that  the  said  vessel,  the  Alexandra,  is  being  equipped  and 
fitted  out  with  intent  and  in  order  that  such  vessel  shall  be  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  persons  exercising  powers  of  government  in  the 
said  States  called  or  known  as  the  southern  confederacy  or  Confederate 
States  of  America,  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  citizens  thereof. 

JOHN  De  COSTA. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  28th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

.     J.  PEIOE  EDWARDS,  Collector. 


5. 

Deposition  of  Oliver  B.  Mvmford. 

I,  Oliver  Eemington  Mumford,  of  S'ew  York,  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  master  mariner,  make  oath  and  say : 

I  have  been  a  captain  of  merchant  vessels  ever  since  one  thousand 
jeight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  have  been  the  owner  of  ships  and 
have  superintended  the  construction  of  vessels. 

I  have  examined  the  vessel  called  the  Alexandra  now  lying  in  the 
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Toxteth  dock,  and  which  was  built  by  Messieurs  Willian  0.  Miller  & 
Sons,  and  from  her  appearance,  and  more  particularly  her  solid  construc- 
tion, I  am  of  opinion  that  she  is  built  for  and  is  intended  for  a  gunboat 
and  not  for  the  merchant  srrvice,  and  I  say  that  she  is  altogether  un- 
suitable for  the  merchant  service.  Her  bulwarks  are  much  lower  and 
stronger  than  these  which  are  ever  used  on  board  a  vessel  of  her  size, 
if  intended  for  the  merchant  service.  Her  hatchways  are  too  small  for 
the  merchant  service,  being  not  more  than  two  feet  and  a  half  wide,  and 
a  little  longer,  and  would  not  be  of  any  available  use  in  a  vessel  intended 
to  carry  merchandise,  being  too  small  to  allow  of  the  loading  or  unload- 
ing of  cargo ;  and  I  say  that  hatchways  such  as  those  provided  in  the 
Alexandra  are  provided  for  gunboats  and  men-of-war,  and  vessels  so 
employed,  or  for  yachts,  and  nowhere  else. 

She  is  fitted  with  pumps  of  a  description  and  character  which  I  have 
never  seen  used  in  any  merchantman.  There  are  three  of  them — one  a 
brass  one,  on  the  port  side,  in  connection  with  which  there  is  a  deck 
plate  with  connections  to  supply  more  than  one  stream  of  water  in  case 
of  fire  or  other  emergency,  and  two  iron  pumps — ^forward,  with  a  belay- 
ing pin  through  the  top  to  make  fast  when  required,  and  the  situation 
of  the  pumps  are  different  to  what  they  are  on  merchant  vessels,  where 
they  are  placed  always  abaft  the  mainmast. 

She  is  fitted  with  a  brass  or  composition  screw  such  as  would  not  be 
used  on  board  a  merchant  vessel,  and  is  used  in  gunboats. 

Prom  her  whole  construction,  and  from  my  experience,  I  say  that  the 
said  ship  was  buUt  and  is  being  fitted  out  for  war  purposes. 

OLrVEK  EEMINGTON  MUMPOED. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


6. 

'  Deposition  of  Neil  Black. 

I,  Mel  Black,  of  18. Neptune  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, ship  carpenter,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  have  been  engaged  in  ship-building  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and 
have  been  engaged  on  vessels  intended  for  war  purposes. 

2.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  I  saw  the  vessel  Alexandra  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  I  then 
went  on  board  her  and  examined  her.  She  is  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  in  length,  and  about  twenty-four  beam,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons.  , 

3.  I  found  her  extremely  strongly  buUt  of  oak  wood  very  thick.  Her 
beams  are  about  thirteen  inches,  and  about  two  feet  and  a  half  apart, 
and  her  widest  hatch  being  only  two  and  a  half  feet  fore  and  aft,  and 
about  five  feet  across  the  vessel;  and  I  say  that  the  space  between 
the  beams  in  merchant  vessels  is  never  less  than  four  feet,  and  the  hatch 
seven  feet  by  six  feet  fore  and  aft. 

The  said  ship  has  strong  iron  beams  of  double  angle  iron.  Her  bul- 
warks are  very  strong  and  low — ^more  than  a  foot  lower  than  would  be 
found  on  any  vessel  for  the  merchant  service.  Her  upper  deck  is  of 
pitched  pine,  which  I  have  never  seen  except  in  ships  of  war. 
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She  is  wholly  unadapted  for  mercantile  or  pleasure  purposes.  I  say 
that  these  facts,  and  the  whole  construction  of  the  vessel,  Alexandra, 
clearly  show  me,  as  a  practical  man,  that  she  is  built  for  a  war  vessel 
and  not  to  be  used  for  mercantile  purposes.  She  has  aU  the  appearance 
of  a  gunboat,  and  from  my  experience  in  the  building  of  ships  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  that  such  is  the  purpose  she  has  been  built  and  is  now 
being  fitted  out  for. 

I  say  that  I  was  informed  by  a  man  who  is  ia  the  employ  of  W.  C. 
Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders,  and  who  was  at  work  on  her,  paiuting  her, 
who,  in  reply  to  a  question  of  mine,  whether  she  was  built  for  the 
Chinese  government,  said  that  she  was  not,  but  was  for  the  confederate 
government.  While  I  was  talking  with  the  man,  Mr.  W.  0.  MiUer  came 
up  and  ordered  me  off  the  vessel,  and  at  the  same  time  threatened 
instantly  to  discharge  the  shipkeeper  if  he  allowed  a  stranger  again  to 
come  on  board  of  her. 

NIEL  BLACK. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

S.  PEICE  EDWARDS,  Collector. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Sutson. 

I,  Thomas  Hutson,  of  number  6,  St.  George's  court,  Eed  Cross  street, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  boatman,  make  oath  and  say  as 
follows: 

I  have  done  duty  as  a  seaman  on  both  American  and  British  men-of- 
war.*  I  have  seen  the  vessel  known  as  the  Alexandra,  and  which  was 
built  by  William  C.  MiUer  &  Sons,  of  Liverpool,  both  during  the  time 
she  was  in  their  yard  and  since  she  has  been  launched. 

She  is  in  my  opinion  intended  for  a  gunboat,  and  is  very  similar  to 
our  gunboats,  wMch  I  have  seen  and  been  on  board  of.  She  is  too  solid 
buHt,  and  her  bulwarks  too  low,  to  be  intended  for  a  merchant  vessel. 

While  she  was  being  buUt  I  was  told  by  a  carpenter  working  on  the 
vessel  that  she  was  a  gunboat  for  the  Confederate  States. 

THOMAS  HUTSON. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  of  March, 
1863. 

S.  PEICB  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


8. 
Deposition  of  Matthew  MagvAre. 

I  Matthew  Maguire,  of  Dorairs  Lane,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, agent,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  Saturday,  the  seventh  day  of  March  instant,  I  was  at  the  launch 
of  a  vessel  which  took  place  at  Messieurs  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons' 
yard  and  which  vessel  was  named  the  Alexandra  by  Mrs.  Miller.    She 
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is  about  one  hundred  and  forty-five  feet  long,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons.  There  were  present  Mr.  Priolaux,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Praser,  Trenhobn  &  Company;  Captain  Tessier,  who,  pre- 
vious to  her  being  lattaohed,  examined  her  carefully  from  thestage;  a 
Mr.  Hamilton,  the  clerk  to  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Company, 
who  is  almost  always  with  Captain  Bullock,  who  accompanied  Captain 
Butcher,  who  commanded  the  Alabama  when  she  left  this  port  for  part 
of  her  voyage,  and  then  returned  to  this  country  where  he  is  now ;  two 
other  clerks  from  Messieurs  Praser  &  Company ;  a  Mrs.  Duguid,  (the 
wife  of  Captain  Duguid,  who  took  out  the  Oreto  in  the  first  instance,) 
and  some  other  ladies. 

Since  the  vessel  was  first  laid  down  I  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  men  working  on  her,  and  various  other  men  going  to  the  yard 
of  Messieurs  MiUer  &  Sons,  and  I  have  been  from  time  to  time  told  by 
them,  as  also  by  the  gateman  at  the  yard,  and  one  of  Messieurs  William 
C.  Miller  &  Sons'  apprentices,  who  was  working  on  her,  that  she  was  a 
gunboat,  and  was  being  built  for  the  confederates,  or  southerners,  as 
some  called  them. 

I  know  Captain  Duguid,  who  took  out  the  Oreto,  and  from  information 
which  I  have  obtained,  I  verily  believe  that  the  said  Captain  Duguid  is 
come  home,  and  wUl  be  here  shortly  for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  this 
vessel. 

The  vessel  Alexandra  is  now  in  the  Toxteth  dock  here,  and'  is  being 
fitted  with  her  engines  which  come  from  Messieurs  Pawcett,  Preston  & 
Company,  who  are  the  same  people  who  supplied  and  fitted  the  Crete's 
engines.  The  ship  is  being  fitted  out  for  sea  with  great  activity  and 
rapidity,  and  I  say  that  I  verily  believe  that  she  will  be  ready  for  sea  in 
a  short  time. 

M.  MAGUIEE. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAUDS,  Collector. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Pembroke  Lodge,  March  31, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  with 
inclosures,  dated  March  30, 1863,  and  received  at  thePoreign  Ofdce  this 
morning. 

I  shall  take  care  to  transmit  immediately  your  letter,  and  the  deposi- 
tions and  letter  of  instructions,  to  the  proper  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  faithful  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaelbs  Prancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  366.]  LEaAa?ioN  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  7, 1863, 
Sir:  I  send  this  note  out  of  the  ordinary  course,  merely  to  let  you 
know,  in  advance  of  my  regular  dispatches,  that  on  Sunday  last,  the 
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5th  instant,  I  received  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell  apprising  me  that,  with 
reference  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  orders  had  been  sent  to  Liverpool 
for  the  seizure  of  the  Alexandra.  She  was  accordingly  taken  possession 
of  on  Sunday,  as  appears  by  notices  in  all  the  morning  journals. 

Copies  of  the  notes  that  have  passed  will  be  forwarded,  in  regular 
course,  on  Saturday.  I  think  we  may  infer  from  this  act  that  the  govern- 
ment is  really  disposed  to  matatain  its  neutrality.  I  rejoice  at  this 
symptom  of  a  disposition  to  defeat  the  machinations  of  those  who  hope 
to  relieve  the  rebels  by  the  creation  of  a  diversion  from  this  side.  The 
manner  in  which  their  sympathizing  newspapers  notice  the  evejjt  betrays 
the  bitterness  of  their  disappointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William:  H,  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


SEIZTXBE  OE  A  CONFEDERATE  aUNBOAT  IN  THE  MERSEY. 

Liverpool,  Monday. 
Considerable  excitement  was  caused  in  this  port  to-day  on  the  fact 
becoming  known  that  a  gunboat,  intended  for  the  confederate  govern- 
ment, had  been  seized  by  order  of  the  government  authorities  here.  It 
had  been  well  known  for  some  weeks  past  that  one  gunboat,  if  not  more, 
was  being  fitted  out  in  some  of  the  minor  docks,  and  those  employed 
about  made  no  secret  of  the  destination  for  which  they  were  intended. 
On  the  facts  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Dudley,  the  United  States 
consul  at  Liverpool,  he  at  once  communicated  with  the  American  minis- 
ter in  London,  and  the  result  was  that  inquiries  were  at  once  instituted 
into  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  bearing  upon  the  building  of  the  ves- 
sels seized.  These  inquiries  appear  to  have  been  so  far  successful  that 
the  British  government  sent  down  orders  to  seize  the  vessel,  and  at  an 
early  hour  yesterday  morning  Mr.  E.  Morgan,  one  of  the  customs  survey^ 
ors,  went  on  board  the  Alexandra,  (that  being,  like  "  290,"  the  first 
christening  of  the  gunboat,  as,  no  doubt,  had  she  got  clean  off,  she  would 
have  undergone  a  re-christening,)  and  took  possession  of  her.  The  vessel 
was  at  once  examiaed,  and  it  was  found  that  she  was  armed  with  one 
very  heavy  gun ;  while  another  gun,  unmounted,  was  discovered  on 
board.  The  Alexandra  is  a  wooden  screw-steamer  of  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons,  and  a  very  fine  model.  She  was  built  by  Messrs.  Mil- 
ler &  Co.,  of  the  South-end,  for  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liv- 
erpool, the  "depositaries"  in  Liverpool  (in  conjunction  with  Mr.  James 
Spence)  of  the  confederate  government.  At  the  time  the  vessel  was 
seized  she  was  lying  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  a  quiet,  out-of-the  way  place. 
An  iron  ship-buUding  firm  near  to  the  builders  of  the  Alexandra,  have  a 
large  iron  gunboat,  of  about  twelve  hundred  tons,  on  the  stocks  for  the 
confederate  government;  but  it  is  now  stated  that  our  government  has 
issued  instructions  to  the  of&cials  here  that  in  all  cases  where  there  is 
the  slightest  suspicion  that  ships  are  being  buUt  here  other  than  for 
neutral  powers,  they  are  to  seize  such  vessels,  and  await  the  decisions  of 
the  legal  authorities. 

4.20  P.  M. 
Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  heard  that,  although  there  was  every 
appearance  of  fittings  up  for  guns,  there  were  actually  no  guns  on  board 
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the  Alexandra.  The  vessel,  however,  is  now  in  charge  of  government 
officials,  and  no  doubt  the  investigation  which  is  to  take  place  will  elu- 
cidate whether  there  were  guns  on  board  or  not.  The  excitement  among 
the  gentlemen  of  southern  proclivities  is  very  great. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  59.]  •  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  8, 1863. 

Sib.  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  British  government 
have  sent  down  an  order  to  the  collector  of  this  port  to  detain  the  gun- 
boat Alexandra,  now  building  here  for  the  so-called  confederate  govern- 
ment. 

The  authorities  took  possession  of  her  on  Sunday  last.  This  action 
has  created  no  little  excitement  among  the  secessionists  and  their  aiders 
here.    It  was  the  general  topic  of -conversation  on  Monday. 

My  legal  advisers  teU  me  this  is  merely  a  preliminary  proceeding  to 
be  followed  by  an  information  in  the  court  of  exchequer  for  her  condem- 
nation under  the  act.  This  proceeding  to  be  conducted  either  by  the 
British  government  or  by  the  United  States.  The  probabilities,  I  |think, 
are,  that  the  government  here,  now  that  they  have  commenced,  will  go 
on  with  it;  but,  in  case  they  do  not,  I  shall  take  it  up  and  put  it  through 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States ;  have  so  instructed  my  lawyers,  and 
directed  them  to  commence  proceedings  at  once  if  the  authorities  here 
do  not.  The  home  office  has  written  to  the  mayor  to  take  steps  to  get 
up  the  evidence,  &c.  Mr.  Adams,  by  request  of  Earl  'Russell,  has  directed 
me  to  aid  the  authorities  here.  The  police  ofBcer,  to  whom  the  mayor 
has  handed  the  matter,  called  on  me.  From  what  he  said,  I  inferred  the 
extent  of  his  inquiries  related  to  criminal  proceedings.  I  consulted  with 
Mr.  Squarey,  and  directed  him  to  aid  and  assist  the  officer  in  every  way 
he  could.  I  am  determined  not  to  let  them,  if  I  can  help  it,  get  out  by 
throwing  the  blame  on  me.  I  doubt  the  policy  of  our  turning  prosecu- 
tors to  punish  the  individuals  for  violations  of  the  enlistment  act.  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  this  government  to  piuiish  the  persons  who  break 
their  laws,  but  see  nothing  wrong  in  our  aiding  them. 

The  civil  suit  for  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  is  quite  a  different 
matter.  We  have  a  direct  interest  in  taking  her  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  who  buUd  her  to  make  war  upon  our  government.  We  can  pros- 
ecute this  if  required.  I  am  very  anxious  to  place  aU  the  parties  impli- 
cated upon  the  witness  stand,  and  expose  their  doings. 

Inclosed,  marked  ^o.  1,  find  copy  of  E.  Lush's  opinion  upon  the  affi- 
davits in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  WiLLiAJvr  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


CASE. 


Herewith  you  will  receive  copies  of  six  affidavits  which,  on  Saturday, 
the  28th  March  instant,  were  laid  before  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liv- 
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erpool,  in  support  of  an  application  thus  made  to  him  by  the  American 
consul  at  Liverpool,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  TJnited  States,  to 
seize  and  detain  a  vessel  called  the  Alexandra,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  foreign  enlistment  act,.59  Geo.  3,  chap.  69.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
peruse  these  affidavits,  and  to  advise,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  whether  they  disclose  a  sufficient  case  to  justify  the  seiz- 
ure of  the  vessel  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  in  question. 
Liverpool,  March  31,  1863. 

There  is  much  in  the  affidavits  which  would  not  be  admissible  in  evi- 
dence ;  but  excluding  all  this,  I  am  of  opinion  that  sufficient  is^  stated  to 
warrant  the  seizure  of  the  vessel  in  question,  under  the  seventh  section 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

E.  LUSH. 

Temple,  April  4, 1863. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

1^0.  368.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 

Sir:  ♦  »  ♦  #  # 

In  my  brief  dispatch  No.  366,  written  two  days  ago,  and  sent  out  of 
the  ordinary  course,  I  referred  to  certain  notes  which  had  passed  between 
Lord  EusseU  and  myself,  and  to  the  detention  of  the  Alexandra,  for  an 
investigation.  I  now  transmit  ***** 
a  copy  of  his  lordship's  reply,  on  the  5th  instant,  announcing  the  deten- 
tion of  the  Alexandra  on  Sunday,  and  requesting  me  to  instruct  Mr. 
Dudley  to  aid  in  the  investigation  of  the  facts;  a  copy  of  my  reply  on 
the  6th  instant ;  and,  lastly,  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Mr.  Dudley  of  the  same 
date,  giving  him  the  desired  instructions. 

Since  that  time  nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  result  of  the  investiga- 
tions. A  rumor  was  current  yesterday  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
had  reported  that  no  case  was  made  out.  If  such  be  really  the  fact,  it  is 
probable  that  I  shall  be  informed  of  it  in  season  to  let  you  know  by  the 
present  opportunity.  In  the  meanwhile,  Mr.  Dudley  has  written  to  me 
that  his  legal  advisers  are  prepared  to  proceed,  if  necessary,  by  informa- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  government  in  the  courts,  and  has  urged  me  to 
call  upon  Lord  Eussell  to  know  whether  such  a  course  would,  in  any  way, 
come  in  conflict  with  that  proposed  by  the  British  government.  Unwil- 
ling to  leave  any  stone  unturned  in  this  business,  I  have  this  morning 
addressed  a  note  to  his  lordship  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  like- 
wise forwarded. 

This  brings  down  the  history  of  the  Alexandra  to  the  present  moment. 
««**** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Harl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  April  5, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday.  ****** 

I  have,  at  the  same  time,  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  with  reference  to 
your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and  to  mine  of  the  following  day,  that 
orders  have  been  sent  to  Liverpool  for  the  seizure  of  the  Alexandra,  the 
vessel  to  which  you  called  my  attention,  as  intended  to  be  employed  in 
the  naval  service. of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

I  have,  accordingly,  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  forth- 
with to  instruct  the  Ilnited  States  consul  at  Liverpool  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  persons  who  may  be  employed  in  collecting  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  Crown  all  such  information  as  he  may  now  possess,  or 
may  hereafter  acquire,  leading  to  es'tablish  the  guilt  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  Alexandi-a,  againstwhom  proceedings  may  be  taken  under 
the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,&e. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  6, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  5th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
making  certain  representations  in  regard  to  the  character  of  a  vessel  in 
Liverpool  known  as  the  Alexandra.  It  is  with  the  most  lively  satisfac- 
tion that  1  learn  the  decision  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  detain  that 
vessel.  Believing  that  such  an  act,  at  the  present  moment,  is  calculated 
to  defeat  the  sanguine  hopes  of  the  common  enemies  of  both  nations,  to 
sow  the  seeds  of  dissension  between  them,  I  shall  remit  no  effort  to  pro- 
cure all  the  information  possible  to  support  it.  To  that  end  I  have, 
agreeably  to  your  lordship's  suggestion,  sent  the  necessary  instructions 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  to  put  himself  in  commu- 
nication with  the  authorities  designated  at  that  place  to  pursue  the 
subject. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <&c.,  &c.,  dto. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  6, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell,  in  answer  to  my 
representation  concerning  the  Alexandra,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  announciag 
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that  orders  liad  been  sent  to  Liverpool  for  the  seizure  of  that  vessel.  It 
ends  with  the  following  paragraph,  to  which  I  ask  your  immediate  atten- 
tion. I  do  not  doubt  that  yoa  will  remit  no  exertion  to  obtain  evidence 
in  aid  of  this  first  effort  of.  her  Majesty's  government  to  obtain  the  con- 
demnation of  one  of  these  vessels.  The  moral  effect  of  such  a  result 
could  not  fail  to  be  great  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean : 

"  I  have,  accordingly,  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  forth- 
with to  instruct  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  persons  who  may  be  employed  in  collecting  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  Crown  all  such  information  as  he  may  now  possess,  or 
may  hereafter  acquire,  tending  to  establish  the  guilt  of  parties  concerned 
in  the  Alexandra,  against  whom  proceedings  may  be  taken  under  the 
foreign  enlistment  act." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Thos.  H.  Dxjdlet,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

LsaATION   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

London^  April  9, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  Having  received  an  opinion  from  eminent  counsel  that  the 
evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  is  sufficient  to  sustain  proceedings 
for  condemnation,  under  the  sixth  section  of  the  enlistment  law,  I  pray 
your  lordship  to  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  whether  the  measures 
thus  far  adopted,  or  intended  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  in 
that  case,  would  be,  in  any  way,  deranged  by  simultaneous  action  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  in  a  different  form.  Should  no  inconve- 
nience be  apprehended,  I  am  informed  by  the  lawyers  that  they  are  ready 
to  proceed. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  e&c,  cfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.' Seward. 

No.  370.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  three  notes  which  passed 
between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself,  in  continuation  of  the  correspondence 
referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  362,  of  the  3d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  remaining  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  under  "Enforcement  of 
Neutrality,"  "  General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  page  593,  and  also  under  sub- 
division "Phantom"  in  this  volume,  ante.] 
18  A  c— VOL.  n 
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Uarl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKEiGN  Office,  April  3,  1863. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  ray  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department  has 
instructed"  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  to  cause  immediate  inquiries  to  be 
made  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  Alexandra,  denounced 
by  you  in  your  letter  of  the  30fch  ultimo,  is  being  equipped,  furnished, 
fitted  out, '  or  armed,  with  the  intention  of  her  being  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  with  intent  to  commit  hos- 
tilities against  the  federal  government  of  the  United  States;  and,  if 
this  should  appear  to  be  the  case,  the  mayor  is  further  instructed  to 
adopt  whatever  steps  can  legally  be  taken  in  the  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  <&c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  60.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  11,  1863. 
gjjj .  »  *  #  #  *  * 

For  the  first  time  1  learned  yesterday  that  William  0.  Miller,  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders  of 
the  steamers  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  and  Alexandra,  is  a  gov- 
erinuent  officer,  being  chief  surveyor  of  shipping  at  this  port,  at  a  salary 
of  three  hundred  pounds  per  year.  His  office  is  Ko.  10  in  the  custom- 
house. I  have  communicated  this  fact  to  Mr.  Adams.  It  would  thus 
seem  that  persons  connected  with  the  firms  of  the  builders  of  the 
Florida  and  Alabama  are  office-holders,  one  a  member  of  Parliament, 
the  other  an  officer  of  the  customs. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obed.ient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

62.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  14,  1863. 

Th*e  English  government  are  going  to  prosecute  in  the  case  of  the 
Alexandra.  Mr.  Hammel,  the  solicitor  of  customs,  has  been  here  two 
days  looking  after  the  case.  I  have  been  with  him  with  my  attorney, 
Mr.  Squarey.    It  seems  to  me  as  if  he  has  no  heart  in  the  matter,  hence 

have  directed  Mr.  Squarey  to  attend  and  assist  him  in  the  case.    We  • 
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have  also  sent  to  London  and  got  Mr.  Downward  down  here  to  get  up 
the  evidence.  The  detective  the  government  employed  has  as  yet  done 
nothing.  *  *  *  AU  that  I  can  do  is  to  foUow  in  their  wake,  bat  I 
am  determined  to  take  the  laboring  oar  and  hunt  up  evidence  myself  of 
such  character  as  wiU  insure  the  conviction  of  the  vessel,  and  place  it 
before  them  in  such  manner  that  they  will  have  to  use  it.  I  do  not  like 
their  mode  of  proceeding.  So  far  as  I  can  learn  their  programme,  it  is 
to  arrest  and  have  indicted  all  the  parties  concerned  in  building  this 
vessel  before  they  file  the  proceedings  for  her  condemnation.  ]S"ow  this 
will  be  up-hill  work.  It  will  require  much  stronger  evidence  in  the 
criminal  suit  to  convict  than  in,  the  civil  suit  to  condemn.  Again,  it 
would  be  much  easier  to  convict  the  parties  either  in  the  'case  of  the 
Alabama  or  Oreto  than  in  this.  We  have  much  more  evidence  in  these 
cases,  with  the  additional  fact  that  the  vessels  are  now  out  as  priva- 
teers. I  have  said  to  the  attorney,  if  you  will  proceed  criminally,  why 
not  attach  them  in  the  other  cases  rather  than  in  this ;  but  he  gives  me 
no  answer.  They  may  change  their  tactics,  but  it  looks  to  me  as  if  they 
were  managing  rather  to  clear  than  to  convict  the  parties.  If  they  are 
acq,uitted  upon  the  criminal  charge,  it  will  be  tantamount  to  a  release 
of  the  vessel.    We  shall  see  what  the  end  will  be. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  377.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  17, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of  further  correspondence 
had  with  Lord  Eussell  in  connection  with  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 
My  proposition  to  him  had  been  prompted  by  the  legal  advisers  employed 
by  Mr.  Dudley,  though  not  precisely  in  the  form  adopted  by  me.  They 
suggested  an  offer  to  proceed,  on  our  part,  in  the  courts,  as  an  alterna- 
tive, should  they  prefer  that  course.  I  thought  this  might  possibly  be 
used  to  throw  the  responsibility  exclusively  upon  us.  So  I  preferred  to 
apprise  them  of  the  readiness  of  our  lawyers  to  proceed  on  their  judg- 
ment of  the  merits  Of  the  case,  without  offering  to  release  the  govern- 
ment from  its  duty  to  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

I  have  since  learned  from  Mr.  Dudley  that  the  government  has  finally 
decided  upon  prosecuting  the  offenders  criminally.  But  so  strong  is  the 
sympathy  with  them  of  all  the  subordinates  at  Liverpool  that  I  still 
remain  very  doubtful  of  any  successful  result.  They  are  collecting  fur- 
ther testimony,  in  which  business  Mr.  Dudley  is  endeavoring  to  co-oper- 
ate with  them.  The  expense  wUl  be  considerable,  but  I  have  author- 
ized him  to  incur  it,  in  the  belief  that  any  efforts  in  this  direction  that 
may  have  the  effect  even  to  delay  the  completion  of  these  operations 
wdl  more  than  compensate  the  loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9,  1863. 

My  Lord:  Having  examined  an  opinion  from  eminent  counsel  that 
the  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  is  sufflcient  to  sustain  pro- 
ceedings for  her  condemnation  under  the  sixth  section  of  the  enlistment 
law,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  whether 
the  measures  thus  far  adopted  or  intended  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
government  in  that  case  would  be  in  any  way  deranged  by  simultaneous 
action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  a  different  form.  Should  no 
inconvenience  be  apprehended,  I  am  informed  by  the  lawyers  that  they 
are  ready  to  proceed. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Exjssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Uarl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the  means  thus  far 
adopted  or  intended  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  the  case 
of  the  Alexandra  would  be  in  any  way  deranged  by  simultaneous  action 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  a. different  form,  and  I  beg  to  state 
to  you  that  I  have  referred  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  lords'  commis- 
sioners of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  and  as  soon  as  I  receive  their  lord- 
ships' reply  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  making  a  further  communication 
to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Uarl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Ajjril  11, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  with  reference  to  your  letter 
of  the  9th  of  this  month,  that,  in  order  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  bearing  which  any  proceedings 
which  you  might  take  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  would  have  on  the  proceedings  of  her 
Majesty's  government  in  the  same  case,  they  wish  to  be  informed  what 
they  are  to  understand  by  the  expression  in  your  letter,  "simultaneous 
action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States." 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  furnish 
me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  with  an  explanation  on  this  point,  for 
the  information  of  her  Majesty's  law  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &e.,  &c. 


THE   ALEXANDRA.  277 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  TJnitbd  States, 

London,  April  11, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  Without  incurring  the  delay  necessary  to  consult  with 
counsel  in  regard  to  the  question  which  your  lordship  has  done  me  the 
honor  to  propose  to  me  in  your  note  of  this  day,  just  received,  I  hasten 
to  say  that  by  the  terms  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  the 
enlistment  law  it  would  appear  as  if  action  could  be  taken  both  against 
the  persons  engaged  in  the  offenses  specified  and  against  the  ships  or 
vessels  fitted  out  by  them,  or  against  either.  In  the  one  case,  the  pro- 
ceedings would  seem  to  be  by  indictment  ii  gainst  the  person  for  a  crimi- 
nal offense;  whilst,  in  the  other,  the  action  might  be  against  the  vegsel, 
and  in  a  different  court. 

The  purpose  of  inquiry  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  was  rather  to 
learn  whether  her  Majesty's  government  would  desire  any  form  of  co-op- 
eration in  tlie  prosecution  of  this  matter,  than  to  embarrass  them  by 
specifying  forms  of  action  with  which  I  am,  necessarily,  not  familiar. 
Should  it,  however,  be  agreeable  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  to 
obtain  more  specific  information  in  regard  to  the  practical  measures 
contemplated  by  the  counsel  retained  on  behalf  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  I  shall  be  happy  to  procure  it  at  as  early  a  moment 
as  may  be  practicable. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FRAJSrCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &g.,  &c.,  &c. 


J/r.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Xo.  64.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  18,  1863. 

C1t~p  •  #  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Inclosures  Nos.  2  and  3  contain  slips  from  the  newspapers.  By 
one  you  will  see  Mr.'  Horsfall,  the  member  from  this  town,  has  given 
notice  of  a  motion  for'  the  papers,  &c.,  in  relation  to  the  Alexandra. 
This  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  our  case.  The  man  who 
gives  the  notice  is  a  member  of  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Iron  Works  of  this 
town,  the  same  that  has  made  nearly  all  the  iron  plates  for  the  South- 
erner, including  those  for  the  rams  now  building  by  the  Lairds.  I  have 
mentioned  in  a  previous  dispatch  the  fact  that  William  C.  Miller,  the 
builder  of  this  vessel  and  the  steamer  Florida,  is  an  ofScer  of  the  cus- 
toms in  this  town,  at  a  salary  of  three  hundred  pounds  sterling.  By 
another  slip  you  will  s^e  they  are  determined  to  choke  off  all  informers, 
and  have  made  the  appointment  of  a  detective  to  look  up  evidence  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra  the  subject  of  a  grave  inquiry  in  Parliament. 
The  Queen's  proclamation  seems  to  be  entirely  disregarded,  and  the  act 
of  Parliament  called  the  foreign  enlistment  act  ignored,  if  not  a  dead 
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letter.    It  is  an  outrage  against  their  rights  to  require  them  to  regard 
the  one  or  to  enforce  the  other. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  "William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

JSTo.  560.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  dispatch  of  April  3  (l«ro.  362)  has  been  received.  It  is 
pleasant  to  know  that  evidence  has  been  iirocured  in  regard  to  the  fit- 
ting out  of  hostile  expeditions  in  England  which  the  British  govern- 
ment may  be  expected  to  treat  with  some  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <i-c.,  c&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

ISTo.  562.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  April  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  7th 
instant,  (No.  366,)  and  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  proceedings  of 
Earl  Eussell  in  regard  to  the  Alexandra,  and  my  approval  of  your  own 
course  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (6c.,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  385.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  534  to  541,  both  inclusive. 

In  respect  to  the  directions  contained  in  your  No.  538,  of  the  2d 
instant,  I  am  pleased  to  reflect  that  -everything  has  already  been  done 
that  is  possible  in  the  way  indicated.  Before  this  reaches  you,  informa- 
tion will  have  been  received  of  the  decision  of  the  government  to  detain 
the  Alexandra,  of  the  investigations  ordered  by  it,  and  of  the  result.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  is  now  their  intention  to  commence  criminal  pros- 
ecutions of  some  of  the  parties  concerned.  The  effect  produced  in 
Liverpool  by  this  intelligence  has  been  to  stop,  for  the  time,  the  prose- 
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cution  of  all  work  of  that  particular  kind — fighting  ships.  You  will 
also  have  learned  my  offer,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  co-oper- 
ate in  the  proceedings  in  any  manner  that  the  government  would  prefer. 
I  think  it  is  a  wise  decision,  on  their  part,  to  go  on  themselves,  for  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  we  should  fail  if  we  attempted  it.  The  ministry 
will  be  obliged  to  breast  a  good  deal  of  opposition  in  the  pro(!ess,  and 
they  subject  themselves  to  heavy  responsibilities  if  they  fail.  I  feel 
bound  to  give  them  credit  for  their  late  action,  and  hope  that  it  may 
tend  to  allay  the  excitement  against  them  now  running  high  in  America. 
In  a  casual  conversation  with  the  Queen's  advocate  on  the  subject,  last 
evening,  I  saw  he  felt  a  little  imeasiness  at  the  prospect  of  a  jury  trial. 
I  suggested  the  inexpediency  of  holding  the  court  at  Liverpool.  He 
replied  that  a  change  of  venue  would  be  necessary.  It  is  no  more  than 
right  to  do  justice  to  the  wish  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  two  coun- 
tries that  prompts  this  action.  I  only  wish  most  heartily  that  it  could 
have  developed  itself  sooner,  and  when  the  risk  would  have  been  less. 
In  any  event,  it  is  well  always  to  bear  in  mind  whose  game  we  are  most 
effectually  playing  by  hazarding  a  rupture. 

In  the  mean  time  almost  all  the  disposable  steam  vessels  in  this 
country  and  some  on  the  continent  are  being  bought  up  at  any  cost, 
apparently  to  prosecute  the  business  of  running  the  blockade.  What- 
ever proceeds  may  be  obtained  from  the  loan,  over  and  above  the  satis- 
faction of  creditors,  are  likely  soon  to  evaporate  under  the  lavish 
expenditures  made  for  these  objects.  Though  not  suited  for  war  ships, 
it  is  not  impossible  that  they  may  be  to  some  extent  used  in  that  way. 
The  Georgiana,  the  Alexandra,  and  the  Virginia  are  all  vessels  of  this 
class.  Ev6n  if  the  rebels  could  succeed  in  their  object,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  perceive  any  other,  result  of  their  present  recklessness  than  absolute 
ruin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  538,  April  2, 1863, 
see  Yol.  I,  p.  586.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Fo.  565. J  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  A^jril  24,  1863. 
Sib  :  Tour  dispatch  of  April  9  (No.  370)  has  been  received,  together 
with  three  notes  which  have  passed  between  yourself  and  Earl  Russell 
relating  to  the  suppression  of  the  fitting  out  of  hostile  naval  armaments 
in  British  ports.  Your  course  as  related  in  those  pai)ers  is  approved, 
and  the  expressions  of  satisfaction  which  you  have  made  to  his  lord- 
ship, in  view  of  the  proceedings'  of  her  Majesty's  government  therein 
mentioned,  are  affirmed  on  behalf  of  the  President. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &o.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No;  395.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  30,  1863. 

SiK :  Dispatches  have  been  received  this  week  from  the  department, 
ntTinbered  from  542  to  549,  inclusive. 

In  regard  to  the  most  important  of  these,  (Nos.  545  and  548,  of  the 
lOtli  and  13th  of  April,)  I  find  that  the  instructions  to  communicate  the 
views  therein  contained  are  predicated  on  the  state  of  things  as  then 
understood  by  yon  to  exist  here.  It  so  happens  that  nearly  at  the  same 
date  her  Majesty's  government  had  determined  to  take  the  step  which 
meets  the  contingency  suggested  by  yourself  as  necessary  and  required. 
The  decision  to  proceed  against  the  parties  concerned  in  the  equipment 
of  the  Alexandra  seems  to  me,  therefore,  to  dispense  with  the  obligation 
to  present  further  remonstrances  against  their  non-action.  I  shall, 
therefore,  suspend  proceedings  under  these  dispatches  until  I  learn  the 
effect  which  the  knowledge  of  later  events  wiU  have  had  upon  your 
policy. 

Ton  will  also  have  had  in  your  possession  ere  this  my  dispatches 
ri4ating  to  a  resort  to  legal  proceedings  in  the  courts  here,  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  (Ifos.  368  and  377.)  I  had 
iilready  taken  the  responsibility  of  directing  Mr.  Dudley  to  proceed,  at 
first  alone,  and,  after  the  British  authorities  moved,  in  concert  with 
them,  if  agreeable.  Copies  of  the  letters  that  have  passed  between 
Lord  Eussell  and  myself  relating  to  this  last  proposal  have  already  gone 
forward  with  my  dispatch  l>fo.  377.  There  is,  however,  one  note  of  mine, 
written  this  week,  which  remains  to  complete  the  papers.  I  now  for- 
ward a  copy.  You  will  see  that  it  declines  to  push  the  proposal  of 
co-operation  any  further.  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  do  no  good  to 
attempt  it,  and  that  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  No.  377.  If  the  govern- 
ment does  not  succeed,  it  is  very  cei-tain  that  we  should  fail.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  carries  its  point,  the  moral  effect  of  its  interposition,  in 
deterring  from  new  attempts  hereafter,  would  be  vastly  greater. 

I  am  very  glad,  however,  to  learn  that  Mr.  Bvarts  is  about  to  come 
here  for  the  purpose  of  acting  in'  concert  with  the  professional  persons 
who  have  been  employed  on  this  side.  This  will  relieve  my  mind  of 
ituich  resxoonsibility  in  the  management  and  direction  of  the  technical 
part  of  the  business.  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  him,  and  to  afford 
him  all  the  aid  in  my  power  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hoh.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatches  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  Nos.  545  and  548,  see 
Vol.  I,  pp.  593  and  595,  respectively.] 


Mr.  Adams  to'Udrl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  28,  1863. 
'   My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received 
from  Messrs.  Duncan,   Squarey  &  Blackmore,  to  whom  I  have  referred 
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for  advice  in  regard  to  my  response  to  the  inquiry  which  your  lordshij) 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  23d  instant,  together  with  the 
inclosure  therein.  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion,  for  the  reasons  given  in 
this  letter,  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  now  to  propose,  on  the  part  of 
my  government,  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  prosecutions  connected 
with  the  Alexandra.  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the 
fact  that  I  have  reason  soon  to  expect  more  specific  directions  from 
Washington  in  connection  with  the  management  of  the  questions 
involved  in  the  proceedings  that  may  be  taken  in  the  courts. 
I  have,  &c., 

CHAELES  PRAlSrOIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  dtc,  &c.,  &c. 


Messrs.  Duncan,  Squarey  &  Blackmore  to  Mr.  Welding. 

LiVEEPOOL,  April  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  We  have  read  the  copy  of  correspondence  between  Mr.  Adams 
and  Lord  Eussell,  which  you  left  with  us  this  morning. 

Two  distinct  processes  are  pointed  out  by  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
— one  against  the  vessel,  with  a  view  to  its  condemnation ;  the  other 
against  the  persons  implicated  in  fitting  out  the  vessel,  who  are  to  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 
The  expediency  of  proceeding  criminally  against  the  parties  engaged  in 
fitting  out  the  Alexandra  was  discussed  on  several  occasions  by  the 
writer  with  Mr.  Hamel,  the  solicitor  to  the  Board  of  Customs,  when 
that  gentleman  was  at  Liverpool;  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  in 
which  Mr.  Dudley  fully  concurred,  was,  that  unless,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  law  oiiicers  of  the  Crown,  it  was  legally  necessary,  to  get  this  vessel 
condemned,  that  there  should  be  a  previous  conviction  for  misdemeanor 
of  the  parties  implicated  in  fitting  her  out,  it  was  not  expedient  in  this 
instance  to  proceed  criminally  against  the  parties  implicated.  The 
reason  why  such  proceedings  were  not  thought  expedient  was  that  it 
was  considered  that  the  evidence,  though  perhaps  sufficient  to  support 
proceedings  in  London  for  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel,  might  prove 
insufficient  to  procure  a  conviction  at  Liverpool  of  the  parties  impli- 
cated, and  that  an  unsuccessful  prosecution  would  prejudice  the  chance 
of  getting  the  vessel  condemned,  which  would  uuquestionably  be  the 
case.  We  may  add,  that  we  have  always  understood  from  Mr.  Dudley 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Adams  and  himself  that  the  criminal 
proceedings  against  individuals  should  be  instituted  by  the  government 
of  this  country,  and  not  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

We  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  us  to  Mr.  Hamel,  on  the 
20th  instant. 

Yours,  truly, 

DUNCAN,  SQUAEEY  &  BLAOKMOEE. 

H.  Welding,  Esq., 

Vice-Consul  U.  8.  A.,  Liverpool.  ■' 


Mr.  Squarey  to  Mr.  Hamel.. 

LiVKUPOOL,  10  Water  Street,  April  20,  1863. 
Mt  Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  was  handed  to  me,  in 
due  course,  by  Mr.  Beverly. 
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I  am  not  in  a  position  at  present  to  place  before  you  any  further  evi- 
dence, but  it  is  probable  that  some  additional  information  may  be  ob- 
tained, in  which  case  I  will  communicate  with  you. 

The  American  consul  has  written  to  the  United  States  for  evidence  of 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  federal  ^-essels  by  the  Alabama  and  the 
Florida,  and  for  the  original  letters  from  Messrs.  Memminger  and  Mal- 
lory,  showing  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Oo.'s  connection  with  the 
confederate  government,  with  proof  of  the  handwriting  of  such  letters. 

You  may  rely  absolutely  upon  this  evidence  being  ferthcoming. 

I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  discussing  with  the  consul  the  ques- 
tions, at  our  interview  on  Thursday  last,  and  I  may  state  that,  although 
the  government  entertains  a  strong  opinion  that  parties  implicated  in 
offenses  against  the  foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  prosecuted  by  the 
British  government,  the  consul  concurs  in  the  expediency,  in  this 
instance,  of  seeking  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel  rather  than  the  convic- 
tion of  offending  parties. 

If,  however,  the  law  oflacers  of  the  Crown  should  consider  that  the 
prosecution  of  the  parties  is  legally  necessary  in  order  to  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  vessel,  or  that  it  is  otherwise  expedient,  the  consul  is  pre- 
pared to  render  every  assistance  in  his  power  in  any  such  prosecution. 

Having  regard  to  the  great  difficulty  of  procuring  such  evidence  as 
one  would  wish  to  obtain  in  supi)ort  of  the  x^roceeding  for  the  condem- 
nation of  this  vessel,  I  feel  very  strongly  that  it  may  be  necessary  and 
I)roper  to  disregard  the  ordinary  rule  against  calling  unwilling  wit- 
nesses, and  to  compel  the  attendance  on  the  trial  of  parties  from  the 
establishments  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Faucett, 
Preston  &  Co.,  with  such  books  and  papers  as  may  contain  information 
as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  vessel  was  ordered  to  be  built, 
and  the  mode  in  which  she  has  been  paid  for.  This,  I  am  aware,  would 
be  a  bold,  and,  perhaps,  to  some  extent,  a  dangerous  course ;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  case  is  exceptional;  and  I  think  it  may  deserve 
consideration  whether  Captain  Bullock,  Captain  Tessier,  Captain 
Duquid,  and  some  of  the  principals  in  the  above-mentioned  iirms,  and 
the  Messrs.  Miller,  should  not  also  be  subpoenaed. 

I  have  ascertained  that  the  advance  notes  given  to  the  crew  of  the 
Oreto,  when  she  sailed  from  Liverpool,  were  made  payable  at  Messrs. 
Faucett,  Preston  &  Co.'s  office ;  and  there  is,  I  believe,  no  doubt  that 
these  gentlemen  furnished  the  armament  of  that  vessel  and  of  the 
Alabama. 

If  I  can  assist  you  at  any  time,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  at  once  come 
to  town. 

Tours,  very  truly, 

A.  F.  SQUAEET. 

F.  J.  Haiviel,  Esq., 

Solicitor  to  the  Board  of  Customs^  Custom-house,  London. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  71.]  United  States  Consulate,, 

Liverpool,  May  2,  1863. 
Sib:  *  *  *  ■*  *  * 

■    We  are  still  very  busy  limiting  up  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Alexan- 
dra.   We  are  constantly  finding  new  matters,  many  of  them  small  in 
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themselves,  but  wliich,  when  put  with  others,  tend  to  make  outthe  chain 
The  government  seem  to  leave  the  whole  business  of  obtaining  the  proof 
to  us.  I  do  not  know  of  their  obtaining  any  except  what  we  have  fur 
nished.  We  shall  be  compelled  to  place  the  parties  implicated  upon  tht 
witness  stand.  If  they  tell  the  truth,  the  vessel  will  be  condemned;  bul 
by  false  swearing  they  may  be  able  to  clear  her.  The  case  will  be  tried 
in  the  court  of  exchequer,  in  London,  and  by  a  London  jury.  This  wili 
be  much  better  than  a  Liverpool  jury.  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention 
to  inclosure  IsTo.  2.  It  is  a  press  copy  of  a  dispatch  to  Mr.  Adams.  It  fullj 
explains  itself.  I  thought  it  strange  that  they  should  place  a  mere  detective 
constable  to  communicate  with  me,  and  stranger  that  they  should  give  hin 
copies  of  all  the  papers  in  the  case,  including  letters,  affidavits,  &c 
But  you  can  imagine  my  surprise  when  I  learned  that  everything  I  com 
municated  to  him  was  divulged  to  the  watch  committee,  most  of  whom, 
including  the  man  Clint,  belong  to  the  southern  club  of  this  town,  an 
association  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  insurgents  in  their  efforts 
to  overthrow  our  government. 

I  immediately  instructed  my  solicitors  to  address  the  town  clerk  on 
the  subject,  and  upon  his  refusing  to  explain  the  matter,  sent  the  dis- 
patch to  Mr.  Adams.  It  seemed  to  me  that  I  could  do  nothing  more 
No  answer  has  as  yet  been  received  from  the  minister,  but  we  still  gc 
on  collecting  information  in  the  case.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  the 
defendants  know  our  whole  case  and  the  weak  points  in  it. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  25,  1863. 
SiK :  Soon  after  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  April  I  was 
waited  upon  by  a  detective  officer,  Mr.  Cousins,  who  produced  the  papers 
in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  which  I  had  transmited  to,  or  left  w;ith  you. 
together  with  the  letter  from  the  Home  Office,  transmitting  them  to  the 
mayor  of  Liverpool.  He  stated  that  the  mayor  had  placed  the  papers  in 
the  hantls  of  the  town  clerk,  and  he  had  handed  them  to  the  head  con 
stable  ;  that  he,  the  officer,  had  been  deputed  by  the  head  constable  tc 
make  the  required  investigation,  and  directed  to  put  himself  in  commu 
nication  with  me  and  obtain  from  me  such  information  as  I  possessed, 
Accordingly,  acting  on  your  instructions  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
persons  who  might  be  employed  in  collecting  evidence  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  all  such  information  as  I  might  then  possess  or  thereafter  acquire 
tending  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  Alexandra, 
I  freely  communicated  to  him,  from  time  to  time,  all  that  was  knoAvn  tc 
me  on  the  subject,  and  names  of  persons  who  were  my  informants.  Sub 
sequently,  to  my  great  surprise,  the  officer,  Mr.  Cousins,  informed  me 
that  two  members  of  the  watch  committee  had  been  in  communication 
with  the  head  constable  on  the  subject  of  the  investigation,  and  he  be- 
lieved had  obtained  from  him  some  account  of  what  was  being  done. 
As  a  strange  and  seeming  confirmation  coincidently  appeared  in  the 
Times,  and  other  papers,  the  paragraph  headed  "  The  spy  system  ih 
Liverpool." 
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Still  I  could  not  believe  that  any  member  of  the  watch  committee 
vould  take  advantage  of  his  position  to  obtain,  or  that  the  head  con- 
stable would  communicaite,  information  obtained  from  me  in  the  strictest 
!ontidence,  and  which,  becoming  known  to  the  parties  involved,  might 
itterly  defeat  the  ends  of  justice. 

Imagine,  then,  my  surprise  and  mortification  on  Thursday,  when  the 
)facer  informed  me  that  Major  Greig  had  shown  the  report  he  was  about 
0  transmit  to  London,  of  what  had  been  done  in  the  matter,  to  the  two 
nembers  in  question,  Messrs.  Clint  aud  Woodruff,  and  that  they  had  in- 
terrogated the  officer  on  the  various  points  in  the  report.  That  they  had 
leen  all  or  most  of  the  reports  that  he,  the  officer,  had  made  to  the  head 
sonstable.  That  he  had  seen  Mr.  Clint  looking  over  these  reports.  'That 
•u  one  occasion,  after  they  had  questioned  hiin  as  to  what  he  was  doing, 
ine  of  them  said,  "  We  will  go  and  let  Mr.  Graves  know."  Mr.  Graves 
s  also  a  member  of  the  watch  committee,  and,  I  believe,  an  intimate 
riend  of  Mr.  Prioleau,  of  the  firm  of  Frazer,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Desiring  to  give  the  head  constable  or  the  watch  committee  an  oppor- 
unity  of  denying  the  truth  of  my  information,  if  mi  true,  I  instructed  my 
iOlicitor  to  write  to  the  town  clerk.     He  wrote  as  follows  : 

"  Liverpool,  April  24:,  1863. 

THE  ALEXANDRA. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  From  information  which  has  reached  the  American  con- 
lul,  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  watch  committee  of  the  town  coan- 
11,  or  some  members  of  that  committee,  have  required  that  the  circum- 
tances  which  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  detective  ofScer, 
iraployed  by  the  mayor  at  the  instance  of  the  home  secretary  to  inquire 
ato  this  case,  should  be  communicated  to  them,  and  that  such  circum- 
tances  have  been  communicated  accordingly. 

"  On  behalf  of  the  American  consul  we  beg  respectfully  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  any,  and  what,  foundation  for  the  above  statement. 
"  We  are  yours,  truly, 

" DUNCAN,  SQUAEEY  &  BLACKMOEE. 

"  Wm.  Shuttlewoeth,  Esq.,  Town  Clerk." 


"  Town  Hall,  Liverpool,  April  25,  1863. 

THE  ALEXANDRA. 

"  Deau  Sirs  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday_'s  date,  stating 
hat  '  from  information  which  has  reached  the  American 'consul,  he  has 
eason  to  believe  that  the  watch  committee  of  the  town  council,  or  some 
aembers  of  that  committee,  have  required  that  the  circumstances  which 
Lave  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  detective  officer  employed  by  the 
aayor  at  the  instance  of  the  home  secretary  to  inquire  into  this  case 
o  be  communicated  to  them,  and  that  such  circumstances  have  been 
ommunicated  accordingly,  and  that  you  are  requested  on  behalf  of  the 
American  consul  to  inquire  whether  there  is  any,  and  what,  fouudation 
or  the  above  statement ;'  as  neither  the  watch  committee,  as  a  body,  nor 
he  members  composing  it,  are  responsible  to  the  American  consul  for 
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their  proceedings,  I  decline  to  give  any  answer  to  your  inquiry  on  hi 
behalf. 

"  Yours,  truly, 

"WM.  SHUTTLEWOETH, 


"  Messrs.  Ditnoajnt,  Sqxjakey  &  Blackmore.  " 


Towii  Cleric. 


Thus  the  matter  rests  at  present,  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  x>lace  th 
whole  in  your  hands.  Until  otherwise  instructed  by  you,  I  shall  witl 
hold  any  further  material  information. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Miiiister. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  411.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  May  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Since  the  departure  of  the  steamer  last  week  I  have  had  tin 
pleasure  of  receiving  Mr.  Evarts  at  the  legation.  I  have  placed  him  a 
once  into  communication  with  all  the  parties  hitherto  engaged  on  thi 
side  of  the  water  in  the  preparation  of  evidence,  or  in  giving  advice  ii 
the  matter  of  vessels  fitting  out  here  for  the  use  of  the  rebels. 

In  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  I  am  informed,  though  not  from  an; 
ofiicial  source,  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  concluded  to  proceec 
in  the  first  instance  against  the  ship,  and  not  the  persons.  Tlie  case  ha 
been  removed  to  the  court  of  exchequer,  at  Westminster,  and  is  to  bi 
tried  by  a  special  jury  at  some  x)eriod  not  yet  fixed.  In  a  brief  convei 
sation  I  had  last  evening  with  the  solicitor  general  on  the  subject,  . 
found  him  far  from  sanguine  of  success  in  the  undertaking.  I  presume 
he  will  not  act.  The  attorney  general  may.  The  enlistment  law  never 
was  a  popular  act  here.  And  there  are  so  many  strong  interests  com 
bined  to  annul  its  provisions  that  we  shall  have  to  esteem  ourselves  veri 
fortunate  if  we  can  obtain  a  jury  fully  disposed  to  do  us  justice. 

The  purchase  of  steamers  for  account  of  the  rebels  continues  to  an 
extraordinary  extent.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  still  contem 
plate  a  possibility  of  some  concerted  operations  of  an  aggressive  char 
acter  to  break  the  blockade,  and  possibly  to  recover  their  foothold  a 
T^ew  Orleans  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake.  But  the  great  eftbr 
is  unquestionably  to  forward  supplies  of  provisions  and  clothing. 

There  are  rumors  of  another  attempt  at  a  loan.  But  the  latest  newi 
is  not  so  encouraging.  The  present  one  is  barely  able  to  sustain  itsel 
with  every  artificial  assistance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Willi:am  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

So   81.1  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverimol,  May  22,  1863. 

In  connection  with  these  steamers  and  reports  I  would  mention  thai 
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ILessvs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  have  been  sending  to  London,  within 
he  past  few  days,  guns,  gun-carriages,  and  equipments  all  complete  for 
'essels.  Last  night  some  eighteen  tons  of  shot  for  these  guns  were  also 
ent  up  to  London  by  this  firm.  I  have  learned  this  morning,  from  a 
eliable  source,  that  these  guns,  which  have  been  thus  sent,  were  made 
or  the  gunboat  Alexandra.  You  will  recollect  that  it  was  this  same  firm 
hat  made  the  guns  for  the  steamers  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  and 
Uabama.  Those  for  the  first-named  steamer  were  sent  to  West  Hartle- 
)00l,  and  shipped  from  thence  in  the  steamer  Bahama,  and  those  for 
he  Alabama  to  London,  and  there  shipped  on  the  bark  Aggripina.  I 
tm  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  these  guns  are  intended  for  some  priva- 
eer,  most  likely  one  of  these  very  vessels.  ***** 
I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consxtlate, 

Liverpool,  June  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  much  astonished  at  a  letter  received  by  Mr.  Squarey 
;his  morning  from  Mr.  Hamel,  the  solicitor  of  the  customs,  containing 
;his  paragraph.  After  referring  to  a  consultation  by  the  law  officers  of 
;he  Crown  held  yesterday :  "  There  is  a  feeling  that  a  want  of  confidence 
s  exhibited  towards  us;  and  at  the  close  of  the  consultation  the  attorney 
>eueral  said,  all  acquiescing,  '  you  may  tell  Squarey  that,  unless  Young 
uid  other  important  witnesses  and  documents  or  copies  are  not  sent  to 
London  forthwith,  we  wiU  wash  our  hands  of  the  case  altogether ;'  and 
[  may  add  that  this  was  said  in  earnest,  so  pray  see  to  it." 

This  is  the  first  intimation  that  either  Mr.  Squarey  or  myself  have  had 
Tom  any  of  them  that  they  wanted  the  witnesses  or  documents  at  Lon- 
ion.  There  has  been  no  holding  back  in  any  particular ;  so  far  from 
;his,  we  have  rather  anticipated  them  in  many  things.  We  have  all  the 
ime  professed  a  willingness  to  do  everything  in  our  power,  and  have 
ittended  upon  them  in  season  and  ont  of  season.  The  documents  they 
iesire  are  those  from  Young.  When  Hamel  was  here  I  offered  them, 
3ut  was  informed  the  government  had  copies,  which  I  kaew  to  be  the 
case,  for  even  the  policeman.  Cousins,  had  copies  when  he  called  on  me. 
[  have  directed  Mr.  Squarey  to  send  copies  of  these  papers  at  once  to 
Mr.  Hamel,  and  to  take  up  to  London  aU  the  witnesses,  and  shall  to- 
morrow, myself,  accompany  Mr.  Young  up. 

It  has  been  evident  to  me,  from  the  first,  that  the  persons  employed 
by  the  government  to  get  this  case  up  went  into  it  with  great  reluctance, 
and  were  more  disposed  to  get  out  of  it  than  to  prosecute  the  case  and 
condemn  the  vessel,  if  they  could  but  find  some  plausible  pretext  for 
getting  out.  They  would  like  to  throw  the  responsibility  upon  us  if 
they  could.  I  am  determined  they  shall,  not  do  this,  and  will  follow 
their  biddiug  to  the  letter,  without  regard  to  time  or  expense. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams,  U.  S.  Minister. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  425.]  Le&ation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  5,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  case  of  the  Alexandra  still  remains  in  svispense.  The  attor- 
ney general,  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  other  night,  announced  that 
it  would  probably  come  up  for  trial  on  the  15th  instant.  I  am  not  very 
anxious  to  see  it  hastened,  although  the  panic  which  it  occasioned  among 
the  rebel  sympathizers  has  almost  passed  away.  They  are  now  busily 
engaged  in  fitting  out  other  vessels  of  the  same  kind.  Although  not 
sanguine  of  obtaining  any  satisfactory  results  from  the  government,  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  steadily  to  continue  my  representations  wheuever  I 

could  base  them  on  any  tolerably  sufiicient  grounds. 

**  «  #■#  #  *  *  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 
•  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  629.]  Department  oe  State, 

Washington,  June  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  5th  of  June  (Eo.  425)  has  been  received. 
The  several  notes  which  you  have  addressed  to  Earl  Eussell  on  the  sub- 
ject of  hostile  naval  armaments  which  are  being  prepared  in  British 
ports,  copies  of  which  notes  are  appended  to  the  dispatch,  are  approved. 
It  is  a  source  of  profound  regret  that  the  prospect  that  these  armaments 
wUl  be  prevented  by  her  Majesty's  government  is  now  by  no  means  as 
hopeful  as  it  seemed  when  the  officers  of  the  Crown  interposed  to  arrest 
the  Alexandra. 

I  have  placed  your  dispatch  and  its  accompaniments  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  he  will  be  able  to 
prosecute  the  great  work  of  enlarging  our  navy  so  as  to  be  able  to  meet 
with  constantly  augmenting  force  the  increasing  number  of  our  assail- 
ants. While  we  are  thus  steadily  and  regularly  increasing  our  naval 
defenses,  we  trust  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  abate  no  eifort 
that  it  can  make  to  put  the  anti-foreign  enlistment  laws  of  Great  Britain 
in  force  against  a  class  of  persons  whose  enterprises  will,  as  we  feel  as- 
sured, prove  in  the  end  to  be  as  fruitful  of  evils  to  that  country  as  they 

are  to  our  own. 

*  ********* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adajis,  Esq.,  tfcc,  cfcc,  dtc. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  432.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  18, 1863. 
SiE:  *  *  *  *  *  *  #•#  * 

The  trial  of  the  Alexandra  is  now  set  down  to  take  place  on  Monday 
next,  the  22d  instant.  Mr.  Evarts  will  probably  give  you  such  infor- 
mation, in  regard  to  the  prei)aration  of  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  as 
may  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  my  enlarging  upon  it  further.  I 
cannot  say  that  my  hopes  of  success  are  very  sanguine.  The  state  of 
opinion  is  not  such  here,  on  the  question  of  furnishing  assistance  to  the 
rebels,  as  to  counteract  the  prevailing  disinclination  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  Crf  the  enlistment  law  in  any  case.  The  predominating 
idea  of  the  commercial  classes  is  trade;  they  care  not  with  whom,  or 
with  what  consequences,  short  of  absolute  war.  Juries  are,  therefore, 
likely  to  be  slow  to  condemn  any  enterprise  which  is  not  marked  as  a 
direct  hostile  act.  The  government  itself  has  too  slight  a  hold  on  the 
confidence  of  Parliament,  or  the  classes  that  it  represents,  to  make  it 
very  strenuous  in  advocating  any  dubious  cause.  For  these  reasons  I 
am  not  particularly  confident  of  such  a  result  as  would  be  decisive  of 
the  maintenance  of  cordiality  between  the  countries  in  regard  to  future 
outfits.  The  great  issue  that  yet  remains  will  be  upon  the  iron-clad  ves- 
sels building  at  Liverpool  and  G-lasgow.  This  will  probably  come  up 
somewhere  in  the  month  of  August.  That  it  will  be  materially  affected 
by  the  law  doctrines  promulgated  in  the  course  of  the  pending  trial  can 
scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Evarts  is  not 
without  hopes  of  favorable  results.  A  longer  experience  of  the  tend- 
ency of  things  in  England  qualifies  mine  very  considerably. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

London,  June  24,  1863—4  p.  m. 
Sir  :  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  the  jury  in  case  of  the  Alexandra 
have  just  rendered  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  thereby  releas- 
ing the  vessel.  The  chief  baron  held,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  that 
building  a  vessel  for  a  belligerent  did  not  constitute  an  offense  under 
the  statute.  That  the  vessel  must  be  built  and  armed  within  the  king- 
dom. In  case  of  the  Alabama,  he  said  no  offense  had  been  committed, 
because  she  was  not  armed  at  Liverpool,  but  at  the  Western  Lslands. 
In  express  words  he  said  they  might  build  as  many  war  vessels  as  they 
please  for  either  of  the  belligerents,  provided  they  did  not  arm  them  in 
England. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  433.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  26, 1863. 

SiE:  By  the  present  conveyance,  copies  of  the  newspaper  report  of  the 
trial  of  the  Alexandra,  as  well  as  of  a  special  report  made  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  will  be  transmitted  to 
you.  Although  the  result  varies  little  from  my  anticipation  of  it  as 
expressed  in  my  No.  432,  yet  some  of  the  details  are:  unexpected  and 
fnxnished  much  food  for  reflection.  The  presiding  judge  has  decided 
the  cause,  and  that  upon  a  construction  of  the  enlistment  act  which 
leaves  nothing  of  it,  as  a  penal  measure  of  prevention,  but  the  name. 
Without  the  interposition  of  some  new  barrier,  G-reat  Britain  must,  from 
this  time,  appear  as  ready  to  furnish  the  means  for  any  and  every  enter- 
prise that  may,  be  undertaken,  within  her  limits,  against  nations  with 
which  she  professes  at  the  same  time  to  be  under  the  most  solemn 
engagements  to  keep  the  peace. 

As  exceptions  have  been  taken  by  the  government  against  this  ruling, 
the  case  will  now  be  carried  up  to  the  full  bench.  '  In  case  of  their  con- 
firming it,  r  understand  the  intention  to  be  to  take  an  appeal  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  Practically,  therefore,  no  change  in  the  relations  of 
the  parties  is  likely  to  occur  for  some  months.  The  Alexandra  will 
remain  under  interdict,  and  there  will  be  no  relaxation  of  the  eflbrts  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  steamers  yet  building.  This  will  furnish  a 
useful  delay,  as  well  to  consider  the  precise  position  in  which  the  two 
countries  are  now  placed  relatively  to  each  other  as  to  mature  the  policy 
which  it  will  be  deemed  proper  to  adopt  to  meet  the  emergency. 

Obviously  the  first  idea  is,  that  the  obligations  upon  the  two  nations 
in  regard  to  neutrality  are  not  left  reciprocal,  as  they  should  be.  Whilst 
the  United  States  execute  the  law  enacted  to  make  them  good.  Great 
ISritain  practically  invalidates  them  by  raising  up  a  judicial  construction 
which  annuls  its  owq  statute  designed  to  the  same  end.  One  of  two 
consequences  would  seem  necessarily  to  follow :  either  Great  Britain  must 
interpose  a  new  and  more  effective  remedy,  or  else  the  United  States 
must  withdraw  theirs,  at  least  so  far  as  it  may  apply  to  Great  Britain. 
If  the  latter  country  be  content  to  abide  by  this  arrangement,  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  we  should  be  the  first  to  complain.  In  the  long  run  she 
has  quite  as  much  to  lose  by  lax  morality  on  the  ocean  as  any  nation. 
The  duty  is,  however,  not  the  less  incumbent  to  force  her  to  accept  the 
issue,  and  to  place  on  record  either  her  acknowledgment  of  her  inter- 
national obligations,  or  her  release  of  other  nations  from  the  necessity 
of  observance  of  the  same  towards  herself. 

The  next  point  naturally  relates  to  the  consideration  of  proper  meas- 
ures to  meet  the  difficulties  that  must  ensue  from  any  adverse  position 
that  may  be  taken  by  Great  Britain.  In  the  present  state  of  feeling  here 
among  the  commercial  classes,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  all  possible 
facilities  would  be  readily  furnished  for  waging  an  effective  and  exter- 
minating war  upon  our  commerce  from  British  ports.  The  vessels  now 
building  would  be  sent  forth,  and  new  ones  started.  All  of  them  would 
be  armed  and  manned  with  little  further  molestation.  The  effect  would 
scarcely  fail  to  be  to  protract  the  war  indefinitely — perhaps  even  to  turn 
the  scale  on  the  side  of  the  rebels.  The  only  ijracticable  mode  of  deter- 
ring persons  from  such  projects  would  seem  to  be  not  so  much  a  decla- 
ration of  hostile  intentions  as  prompt  preparation  on  the  ocean  to  check 
19  A  c — ^VOL.  u 
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the  tendency  in  its  commencement.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
already  three  armed  vessels  are  combining  their  operations  to  annoy  us, 
and  as  yet,  it  must  be  confessed,  with  the  appearance  of  perfect  impu- 
nity. The  hope  of  ultimately  fconcentrating  such  a  force  as  may  strike 
a  sudden  and  effective  blow  on  some  weak  point  in  our  coast  is  hot  yet 
abandoned.  I  fear  that  we  may  have  been  turning  our  attention  too 
exclusively  to  the  preparation  of  unseaworthy  vessels  to  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  face  this  new  danger.  What  we  now  need  is  swift  and  strong 
ships  of  war  on  the  ocean.  That  the  Americans  cannot,  if  they  please, 
make  these  as  effective  in  every  way  as  am,  that  may  be  constructed  in 
this  island,  I  should  be  slow  to  believe.  TThe  very  presence  of  such  in 
proper  force,  and  commanded  by  competent  officers,  in  the  waters  of 
Europe,  would  be  more  likely  to  be  the  means  of  preserving  the  peace 
in  the  contingency  now  apprehended  than  all  other  expedients  put 
together.    I  trust  that  before  the  period  shall  come  round  for  action  we 

may  be  found  in  a  condition  to  take  it  with  effect. 

*  *  *  «  *  » 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  offlcial  report  of  the  Alexandra  jury  trial  see  Parliamentary  aud 
Judicial  Appendix,  No.  15. J. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams.  i 

No.  651.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  July  11, 1863. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  June  (No.  438)  has  been  received, 
together  with  three  paper  books  containing  a  report  of  the  trial  of  the 
Alexandra. 

In  giving  you  the  President's  views  in  regard  to  that  case,  and  the 
questions  depending  ujpon  it,  I  labor  under  some  embarrassment,  result- 
ing from  an  ignorance  of  what  may  have  occurred  in  Europe  since  the 
date  of  your  dispatch.  It  is  known  here  that  at  that  time  a  movement 
in  the  House  of  Commons- demanding  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  by 
her  Majesty's  government  was  set  down  for  the  30th  of  June,  and  that 
you  were  not  altogether  without  apprehension  that  the  moveu)ent,  aided 
by  a  moral  effect  of  the  verdict  in  the  case  of  Alexandra,  and  backed  by 
a' supposed  patronage  in  France,  might  prevail.  Secondly,  we  have  not 
altogether  been  ffble  to  disregard  the  rumors  of  a  design  of  the  Emperor 
of  France  to  recognize  the  insurgents,  with  or  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  Thirdly,  that  movement  was  to  be 
based  upon  the  ground  of  the  demonstrated  failure  of  the  armies  of  the 
Union ;  but  while  it  was  going  on,  those  armies  have  achieved  victories 
which  here  are  regarded  as  warranting  an  expectation  of  a  complete 
and  rapid  extinguishment  of  the  insurrection.  These  brilliant  and 
important  victories,  however,  are  as  yet  unknown  in  Europe. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  shall  assume  that  no  act  has  been  done 
by  the  government  of  France  or  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
especially  by  the  latter,  to  change  the  relations  that  have  heretofore 
existed  between  those  countries,  respectively,  and  the  United  States, 
and  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  duty  of  explaining  frankly  the  opinions 
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of  tlie  President,  and  the  policy  wliicli  he  will  i)ursue  in  regard  to  mari- 
time questions  in  view  of  the  result  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 

First.  You  are  authorized  and  expected  to  assure  Earl  Eussell  that 
this  government  is  entirely  satisfied  that  her  Majesty's  government  have 
conducted  the  proceedings  in  that  case  with  perfect  good  faith  and 
honor,  and  that  they  are  well  disposed  to  prevent  the  fitting  out  of 
armed  vessels  in  British  ports  to  depredate  upon  American  commerce 
and  to  make  war  against  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  This  government  is  satisfied  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  have  performed  their  duties  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Alexandra 
with  a  sincere  conviction  of  fhe  adequacy  of  the  law  of  Great  Britain 
and  a  sincere  desire  to  give  it  effect. 

TJiirdly.  The  government  of  the  United  States  does  not  descend  to 
inquire  whether  the  jury  in  the  case  were  or  were  not  impartial.  It  wil- 
lingly believes  they  were  so,  and  it  accepts  the  statement  made  with  so 
much  unanimity  by  all  the  reporters  of  the  case,  that  the  judge  who  pre- 
sided at  the  trial  made  the  bench  responsible  for  the  verdict  by  the  bold- 
ness and  directness  of  his  ralings  against  the  prosecution. 

Fourthly.  Grteat  Britain  being  a  free  and  constitutional  country,  and 
the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  having  been  thus  far  con- 
ducted by  the  government  in  good  faith  and  according  to  law,  the  United 
States  wotdd  not  be  justified  in  deeming  the  verdict  rendered  by  the 
jury  a  cause  of  national  complaint,  provided  that  the  government  prose- 
cutes an  appeal  to  the  higher  courts  until  it  be  determined  in  the  court 
of  last  resort  whether  the  law  is  adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
neutrality  which  her  Majesty  has  proclaimed,  and  provided  also  that  in 
the  mean  time  the  Alexandra  and  other  vessels  which  may  be  found 
violating  or  preparing  to  violate  the  law  be  prevented,  so  far  as  the  law 
may  allow,  from  leaving  British  ports  to  prosecute  their  work  of  devas- 
tation. 

The  President  is  not  prepared  to  believe  that  the  judiciary  of  Great 
Britain  wMl,  with  well-considered  judgment,  render  nugatory  and  void 
a  statute  of  the  realm  which,  with  its  counterpart  in  our  own  legislation, 
has  hitherto  been  regarded  by  both  nations  as  a  guarantee  of  that 
mutual  forbearance  which  is  so  essential  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and 
friendship.  Kor  shall  I  incur  the  hazard  of  producing  irritation  on 
either  side  of  the  ocean  by  criticising  the  reasoning  by  which  the  learned 
judge  who  tried  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  justified  his  conclusions 
thereon,  or  by  which  that  portion  of  the  British  press  which  approves 
the  verdict  labors  to  defend  it. 

It  would  be  very  gi'atifying  to  me  if  I  were  allowed  to  rest  here.  But 
the  position  in  which  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  is  left  by  the  recent 
trial  renders  it  necessary  to  contemplate  a  possible  affirmation  of  the 
rulings  of  the  chief  baron  in  the  court  of  dernier  resorti  You  are  entitled 
to  know,  and  it  seems  proper  that  you  should  be  able  to  communicate  to 
her  Majesty's  government,  the  views  which  the  President  has  taken  of 
the  rights  and  duties  of  this  government  in  that  unlocked  for  and  deeply 
to  be  deprecated  event.  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able  to  exj)ress  those 
convictions  calmly  and  dispassionately  without  wounding  the  just  self- 
respect  of  her  Majesty's  government.  If  the  rulings  of  the  chief  baron 
of  the  exchequer  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  shall  be  affirmed  so  as  to 
regulate  the  action  of  her  Majesty's  government,  the  President  will,  as  he 
thinks,  be  left  to  understand  that  there  is  no  law  in  Great  Britain  which 
will  be  effective  to  preserve  mutual  relations  of  forbearance  between 
the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  and  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States  in  the  only  point  where  they  are  exposed  to  infraction.     The 
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fitting  out  of  the  Alabama  and  the  Florida,  as  well  as  of  the  Alexandra, 
will  thus  receive  the  sanction  of  the  government,  and  the  United  States 
will  be  without  any  guarantee  whatever  against  the  indiscriminate  and 
unlimited  employment  of  capital,  industry,  and  skill  by  British  subjects, 
in  building,  arming,  equipping,  and  sending  forth  ships  of  war  from 
British  ports  to  make  war  against  the  United  States. 

I  may  safely  protest,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  against  the  assump- 
tion of  that  position  by  the  British  nation,  because  this  government, 
with  a  statute  exactly  similar  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  does  constantly 
hold  itself  able  and  bound  to  prevent  such  injuries  to  Great  Britain. 
The  President  thinks  it  not  improper  to  surest  for  the  consideration  of 
her  Majesty's  government  the  question  whether,  on  appeal  to  be  made 
by  them,  Parliament  might  not  think  it  just  and  expedient  to  amend  the 
existing  statute  in  such  a  way  as  to  effect  what  the  two  governments 
actually  believe  it  ought  how  to  accomplish.  In  case  of  such  an  appeal 
the  President  would  not  hesitate  to  apply  to  Congress  for  an  equivalent 
amendment  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  if  her  Majesty's  government 
should  desire  such  a  proceeding,  although  here  such  an  amendment  is 
not  deemed  necessary. 

If  the  law  of  Great  Britain  must  be  left  without  amendment,  and  be 
construed  by  the  government  in  conformity  with  the  rulings  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer,  then  there  will  be  left  for  the  United  States  no 
alternative  but  to  protect  themselves  and  their  commerce  against  armed 
cruisers  proceeding  from  British  ports  as  against  the  naval  forces  of  a 
public  enemy ;  and  also  to  claim  and  insist  ujjon  indemnities  for  the  inju- 
ries which  all  such  expeditions  have  hitherto  committed  or  shall  here- 
after commit  against  the  government  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  To  this  end  this  government  is  now  preparing  a  naval  force 
with  the  utmost  vigor ;  and  if  the  national  navy,  which  it  is  rapidly 
creating,  shall  not  be  sufficient  for  the  emergency,  then  the  United 
States  must  bring  into  employment  such  private  armed  naval  forces  as 
the  mercantile  marine  shall  afford.  British  ports,  domestic  as  well  as 
colonial,  are  now  open,  under  certain  restrictions,  to  the  visits  of  pirati- 
cal vessels,  and  not  only  furnish  them  coals,  provisions,  and  repairs,  but 
even  receive  their  prisoners  when  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  come 
in  to  obtain  such  relief  from  voyages  in  which  they  have  either  burned 
ships  they  have  captured,  or  have  even  manned  and  armed  them  as 
pirates  and  sent  them  abroad  as  auxiliaries  in  the  work  of  destruction. 
Can  it  be  an  occasion  for  either  surprise  or  complaint  that  if  this  condi- 
tion of  things  is  to  remain  and  receive  the  deliberate  sanction  of  the  Brit- 
ish government,  the  navy  of  the  United  States  will  receive  instructions  to 
pursue  these  enemies  into  the  ports  which  thus,  in  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations  and  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  become  harbors  for  the 
pirates  1  The  President  very  distinctly  perceives  the  risks  and  hazards 
which  a  naval  conflict  thus  maintained  will  bring  to  the  commerce  and 
even  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries.  But  he  is  obliged  to  consider 
that  in  the  case  supposed  the  destruction  of  our  commerce  will  probably 
amount  to  a  naval  war  waged  by  a  portion  at  least  of  the  British  nation 
against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States — a  war  toler- 
ated although  not  declared  or  avowed  by  the  British  government.  If, 
through  the  necessary  employment  of  all  our  means  of  national  defense, 
such  a  partial  war  shall  become  a  general  one  between  the  two  nations, 
the  President  thinks  that  the  responsibility  for  that  painful  result  will 
not  fall  upon  the  United  States. 

In  stating  thus  frankly  the  views  of  this  government,  it  is  proper  for 
me  to  add  that  it  is  not  the 'President's  purpose  to  resort  to  the  extraor- 
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dinary  measures  of  defense  to  which  I  have  referred,  unless  they  shall 
be  rendered  necessary  by  a  final  decision  of  the  British  government  that 
it  cannot  and  will  not  interfere  to  restrain  the  hostilities  which  are  now 
apprehended ;  nor  will  I  allow  myself  to  suppose  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment will  for  a  moment  conceive  that  anything  I  have  written  upon 
this  point  is  written  in  a  spirit  of  mere  demonstration ;  on  the  contrary, 
while  the  pacific  and  friendly  disposition  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment is  fully  appreciated  and  relied  upon,  it  is  well  understood  that 
that  government  is  the  last  one  in  the  world  to  yield  to  vehemence  what 
cannot  be  conceded  in  equity  and  justice.  So,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
ought  to  be  understood  'that  the  United  States,  if  they  could  ever  be 
presumptuous,  are  sufdciently  chastened  already  by  the  scourge  of  civil 
war  to  seek  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  Britain  and  all  other  nations 
through  any  concession  that  is  compatible  with  the  permanent  interests 
of  national  life  and  honor. 

For  your  own  information,  and  to  enable  you  to  maintain  the  national 
rights  and  interests  with  your  accustomed  firmness,  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  stating  that  our  naval  force  is  steadily  and  rapidly  increasing.  The 
navy  has  already  in  actual  service  forty -four  thousand  men.  New,  better, 
and  more  effective  steamships — iron-clads,  as  well  as  others — are  coming 
from  the  docks ;  and  we  do  not  distrust  our  ability  to  defend  ourselves 
in  our  harbors  and  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  we  must  unhappily  be  pre- 
cipitated, through  injustice  in  Europe,  into  a  foreign  war.  The  fall  of 
Vicksburg  releases  a  large  naval  force  for  effective  service,  while  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  now  immediately  expected,  will  restore 
to  us  our  accustomed  facilities  for  foreign  conflict.  The  same  great  event 
relieves  the  army  of  General  Grant,  which  numbers  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  from  the  labors  and  fatigues  of  a  siege,  and  gives  us 
movable  columns  for  uncompleted  purposes  of  the  war.  The  capture  of 
Vicksburg,  the  occupation  of  TuUahoma,  and  the  defeat  of  the  insur- 
gents in  Pennsylvania  are  the  achievements  of  the  campaign  which 
was  proposed  in  the  last  autumn.  The  army  which  has  performed  them 
is  stUl  strong  and  effective.  It  will  now  be  re-enforced,  easily  and  cheer- 
folly,  by  the  people  with  an  addition  of  three  hundred  thousand  men. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  insurgents  have  within  the  last  month  sustained 
an  aggregate  loss  of  fifty  thousand  men,  which  I  think  it  will  be  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  replace;  and  mthout  their  being  replaced, 
their  military  strength  can  hardly  be  deemed  permanently  formidable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ohables  Feajjcis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  cfcc,  <&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  465.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  31,  1863. 
gjjj  .*******# 

With  regard  to  the  matters  contained  in  your  very  important  dispatch 
No.  651,  of  the  11th  instant,  I  need  not  say  how  much  I  am  impressed 
with  the  weight  of  the  argument  and  the  dignity  of  the  remonstrance 
it  contains.  But  on  reflecting  upon  the  precise  situation  in  which  things 
have  been  left  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  Parliament,  the  effect  of  late 
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events  in  America,  the  remonstrance  already  put  in  by  myself  against 
the  outfit  of  the  ironclads  at  Liverpool,  and  the  determination  evinced 
by  the  ministry  to  carry  the  question  involved  in  the  case  of  the  Alex- 
andra through  all  the  forms  of  appeal  to  the  highest  court,  necessarily 
causing  a  long  interval  of  delay  before  a  final  decision  can  be  reached, 
I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  present  is  not  by  any  means  an 
opportune  moment  to  press  the  subject  further.  You  could  not  have 
foreseen,  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  favorable  turn  which  affairs  have 
since  taken,  in  consequence  of  which  the  threatening  appearances 
which  you  were  contemplating  have,  at  least  for  the  time,  passed  away. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  shall  so  far  venture  upon  exercising  a  dis- 
cretion in  the  premises  as  to  postpone  any  communij;ation  of  your  views 
to  Lord  Eussell  until  either  there  shall  spring  up  a  fresh  cause  for  uneasi 
ness,  or  you  shall,  after  gaining  a  view  of  the  precise  state  of  the  case, 
give  me  further  instructions  to  proceed  at  once. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  observe,  furthermore,  that  this  period  of  general 
dispersion  of  people  in  authority,  when  even  her  Majesty  is  on  the  eve  of 
an  absence  in  Germany,  is  not  propitious  to  the  discussion  of  so  grave  a 
topic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  677.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  August  13,  1863. 
Sir:  Tour  dispatch  of  the  31st  ultimo,  No.  465,  has  been  received. 
With  reference  to  instructions  No.  651,  of  the  11th  July,  upon  the  case 
of  the  Alexandra  and  the  questions  involved  therein,  I  have  to  observe 
that  you  will  have  learned  that  I  regarded  your  previous  communication 
to  Earl  Eussell  on  the  subject  as  an  execution  of  my  instructions  by  way 
of  anticipation.  The  case  is  relieved  also  by  the  hopes  you  authorize  me 
to  indulge  in  regard  to  the  holding  of  the  vessels  uutil  the  decision  ais 
to  the  Alexandra.  Tou  will  exercise  your  discretion  concerning  the 
matter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  532.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  6,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  Morning  Post,  which 
contain  reports  of  the  proceedings  thus  far,  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  on 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  on  the  question  of  an  appeal  from  the  rujiing 
of  the  chief  baron  at  the  trial  held  last  spring.  It  now  appears  that  the 
chief  baron  declines  to  sign  a  bill  of  exceptions,  because  it  imputes  to 
him  certain  legal  declarations  which  he  never  made,  and  objects  to  him 
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that  he  did  not  give  instructions  which  he  avers  were  the  very  ones  he 
did  give.  As  a  consequence,  a  technical  barrier  was  at  once  raised 
against  further  operations,  which  proved  so  diflcult  to  remove  that  re- 
sort was  finally  had  to  the  extraordinary  step  of  creating  a  new  rule  for 
the  purpose  of  admitting  a  motion  on  the  part  of  the  government.  Thus 
far  the  new  attorney  general  seems  to  have  succeeded  in  forcing  his  way 
out  of  this  court.  But  he  has  yet  some  further  difficulties  to  overcome 
before  he  can  get  into  the  exchequer  chamber,  which,  from  the  intima- 
tions made  at  the  opening,  would  seem  to  be  fully  prepared  to  receive 
him. 

The  course  of  the  chief  baron  on  this  occasion  has  given  rise  to  quite 
as  much  remark  in  professional  circles  as  it  did  at  the  time  of  the  trial. 
Perhaps  the  most  singular  part  of  it  is  the  intimation  given  that  he  had 
been  assimilating  his  doctrine  to  that  which  he  supposed  to  have  been 
announced  by  the  first  minister  of  the  Crown  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  tendency  of  the  bench  in  Great  Britain  to  do  this  has  not  been 
altogether  unobserved  in  the  prior  history  of  the  country,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  ever  was  so  candidly  disclosed  before. 

The  change  that  has  been  made  in  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown  is 
made  sufiieiently  perceptible  in  these  proceedings. 

'  I  am  now  rather  hopeful  of  a  better  final  result  than  I  was  in  the 
spring.  There  has  been  a  marked  alteration  in  the  tone  of  the  leading 
newspapers,  which  will  not  fail  to  produce  its  effect  on  the  classes  which 
they  reach.  A  copy  of  the  Globe  of  the  4th  instant,  containing  a  leader 
on  the  subject,  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  ofQcial  report  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  'So.  15. J 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  642.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  20j  1863. 
Sir:  Thus  far  the  progress  made  m  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  has 
been  slow.  The  lawyers  engaged  in  the  defense  have  consumed  all  the 
time  down  to  a  late  hour  yesterday,  when  the  attorney  general. commenced 
an  argument  in  favor  of  his  motion.  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the 
London  Times,  containing  a  report  of  the  trial  so  far  as  it  has  gone.  It 
is  evidently  much  abbreviated,  but  it  will  sufiflce  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
the  character  of  the  proceedings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,- 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  official  report  of  .the  Alexandra  trial  see  Parliamentary  and  Ju- 
dicial Appendix,  No.  15.] 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  763.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Novenib&r  20,  1863. 

Sir:  Yotir  dispatch  of  November  6  (No.  532)  has  beeu  received.  It 
informs  me  of  the  proceedings  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  the 
case  of  the  Alexandra  before  the  court  of  exchequer. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  sincere  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  interpretation 
which  was  given  to  municipal  and  international  laws  on  the  former  trial 
of  the  case  is  deemed  to  require  judicial  reconsideration.  If  that  inter- 
pretation should  be  left  to  guide  the  courts  in  Great  Britain  and  her 
American  provinces,  and  should  further  come  to  be  accepted  as  a  guide 
to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  then  I  think  no  one  could  reasonably 
expect  that  the  conflicts  which  would  unavoidably  arise  between  the  two 
nations  could  be  settled  by  the  ordinary  peaceful  processes  of  courts  or 
cabinets.  This  government  knows  no  interest  and  no  motive  that  does 
not  prompt  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  friendship  with  Great 
Britain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  545.]  Li;aATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  27, 1863. 

Sir  :*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  newspaper  report  of  the  remainder  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  No  decision  has  yet  been 
announced  from  the  court.  If  it  should  be  unfavorable  to  the  motion, 
it  is  understood  that  the  government  will  take  an  appeal  to  the  higher 
court.  The  earnestness  and  vigor  displayed  by  the  law  offlcers  of  the 
Crown  in  the  prosecution  of  this  case  on  the  pre.-ient  occasion  leave 
nothing  to  be  desired.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  bear  this  tes- 
timony at  last. 

****** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  ofBcial  report  of  the  Alexandra  trial  see  Parliamentary  and  Ju- 
dicial Appendix,  No.  15.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

;No.  575.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  was  very  glad  to  receive  a  visit  on  Sunday  evening  Jast  from 

Mr.  Evarts,  who  had  just  arrived  in  London  from  America, "in  the  steamer 

Australasian.    He  came  just  in  time  for  the  decision  of  the  court  of 

exchequer  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  which  was  delivered  on  Mon- 
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day.  The  opinions  of  the  four  judges  were  read  seriatim.  A  copy  of 
the  report  in  the  Times  has  been  already  transmitted  to  you  from  this 
legation.  The  result  is  as  I  have  already  hinted  to  you  it  was  likely"  to 
be.  There  had  been  some  expectation  of  an  agreement.  The  facility 
with  which  the  arrangement  was  made  for  an  appeal  leads  me  to  infer 
that  this  was,  on  the  whole,  not  unacceptable  to  the  government.  The 
practical  effect  of  it  is  to  suspend  the  matter  for  some  time  longer,  a  re- 
sult not  altogether  disadvantageous.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  pub- 
lic opinion  is  essentially  changing  in  regard  to  the  obligation  of  this 
country  to  prevent  the  gross  violations  of  neutrality  that  have  been  here- 
tofore tolerated.  The  sympathy  with  the  rebels  is  waning  in  proportion 
as  the  character  of  their  reckless  and  desperate  proceedings  becomes 
well  understood.  The  speeches  of  members  of  Parliament  during 
the  present  season  show  something  of  this.  Those  made  by  Mr.  Massey 
and  Mr.  Buxton  are  more  particularly  deserving  of  attention  on  this 
account.  Mr.  Foster's  is  in  a  different  style,-but  equally  shows  his  sense 
of  the  altered  aspect  of  the  question.  The  understanding  is  general  that 
no  action  can  possibly  be  expected  in  Parliament.  The  labor  expended 
in  circulating  petitions  is  now  confined  to  the  promotion  of  the  cessation 
of  hostUitii'S,^and  the  appeal  is  particularly  addressed  to  the  clergy. 
The  threatening  aspect  of  continental  politics  renders  any  more  decided 
policy  hopeless. 

I  perceive  in  the  newspapers  a  notice  that  the  case  of  the  Pampero, 
at  Glasgow,  is  to  be  soon  brought  into  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Ifo.  823.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  January  last  (No.  575)  has  been  submitted  to 
the  President. 

It  is  supposed  here  that  the  delay  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  which 
results  from  the  decision  recently  pronounced,  and  the  appeal  thereon 
to  the  coart  of  exchequer,  are  regarded  by  her  Majesty's  government  as 
not  unfavorable  to  the  policy  they  have  adopted  to  prevent  the  levying 
of  naval  war  from  British  ports  against  the  United  States.  In  view  of 
this  circumstance  I  forbear  for  the  present  from  making  a  formal  pro- 
test against  that  decision. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  F:eanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <fcc.,  <fec. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  591.]  Legation  of  the  IJnited  States, 

London,  February  4, 1864. 

Sir:  The  question  on  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  court  of 
exchequer  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  wiU  come  up  for  consideration 
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on  Saturday  next,  before  the  conrt  of  exchequer  chamber,  composed  of 
eight  judges,  four  from  the  Queen's  Bench,  and  four  from  the  court  of 
common  pleas.  Mr.  Evarts,  who  has  been  in  Paris  for  a  few  days  pa  st, 
will  probably  be  here  in  season  to  watch  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  make  his  report  to  you. 

The  activity  in  sending  out  vessels  to  run  the  blockade  continues, 
though  it  seems  to  be  now  understood  that  a  larger  proportion  of  each 
risk  is  assumed  by  the  rebel  authorities.  It  has  just  been  reported  to 
me,  from  a  secret  source,  that  a  steamer  called  the  Kangaroo  is  about 
to  depart,  with  a  considerable  number  of  rebel  passengers,  including 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  and  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  with  no  other 
freight.  Should  this  prove  to  be  true,  you  will  probably  get  by  this 
steamer  more  exact  information  from  another  source. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEAJS-CrS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
fExtract.] 

iJTo.  593.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  I  attended  the  session  of  the  House 

of  Lords  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  speeches  of  Lord  Derby  and 
Lord  Eussell.  • 

The ,  [Queen's]  speech  contains  no  allusion  whatever  to  the  United 
States ;  but  many  references  to  the  subject  were  made  in  the  course  of 
the  debates,  principally  by  members  of  the  opposition.  You  will  partic- 
ularly note  that  of  Lord  Derby,  because  it  touches  one  portion  of  your 
instructions  to  me  of  the  11th  of  July,  (dispatch  No.  651,)  lately  published 
in  America,  upon  which,  for  reasons  given  at  the  time  to  you,  I  thought 
it  best  to  desist  from  acting.  The  actual  temper  towards  us  does  not 
appear  to  be  materially-changed.  It  is  only  subdued  by  the  sense  of  a 
more  immediate  and  dangerous  complication. 

I  have  the -honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

,  Secretary  of  State. 


[From  Hansard's  Parliamentary  Debates,  vol.  173,  pp.  39,  40.] 

House  op  Lords,  February  4, 1864.    . 

ADDRESS  TO  HER  MAJESTY  ON  THE  LORDS   COMMISSIONERS'   SPEECH. 

The  lords  commissioners'  speech  having  been  reported  by  the  lord 
chancellor 

##  ***»#* 

The  Earl  OP  Derby:  My  lords,         *  #  #  # 

Again,  it  would  appear  that,  notwithstanding  the  concessions  which 

the  noble  earl  has  made  to  the  federal  States  of  America,  in  carrying  out 

what  he  calls  neutrality,  but  what  I  am  afraid  I  must  call  one-sided  neu- 
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trality,  he  has  received  from  these  States  not  thanks,  because  I  believe 
that  papers  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
show  that  we  were  met  by  demands  and  menaces,  which  I  should  be 
much  astonished  if  any  one  calling  himself  a  British  minister  must  not 
have  felt  a  difiSculty  in  receiving,  when  the  dispatches  containing  them 
were  placed  in  his  hands.  Since  then  we  are  not  only  told  that  the 
American  government  will  hold  us  reponsible  for  any  damage  which  their 
commerce  may  have  sustained  by  the  acts  of  the  Alabama,  but,  if  I  have 
not  misread  the  papers  laid  before  Congress,  they  state  that  if  we  do  not 
put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  vessels  of  this  kind  in  this  country,  the  result 
must'be  that  the  federal  government  wiU  take  the  law  into  their  own 
hands ;  that  their  cruisers  will  follow  these  vessels  into  British  ports, 
and  will,  in  British  waters,  maintain  their  own  interests.  My  lords,  I 
hope  the  noble  earl  will  be  able  to  show  that  he  has  answered  that  dis- 
patch in  a  manner  which  will  put  an  end  to  such  monstrous  demands  for 
the  future.  But  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  last  dispatch  from  Washing- 
ton was  written  about  August,  and  was  received  here  towards  the  latter 
end  of  August,  and. early  in  September  the  noble  earl  took  the  strong 
step  of  seizing  the  so-called  confederate  rams  in  the  Mersey  upon  that 
very  suspicion  as  to  which,  a  year  before,  the  attorney  general  informed 
Parliament  that  the  government  would  not  be  warranted  in  interfering. 
Well,  then,  my  lords,  if  you  have  not  satisfied  the  federals,  neither  have 
you  satisfied  the  Confederate  States.         *  #  *  * 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sewa/rd. 

[Extract.] 

No.  594.]  Legation  of  the  United  Statds, 

London,  February  11,  1864. 
gj-jj  .#*###**# 

As  Mr.  Brarts  has  not  yet  returned  from  the  continent,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  London  Times  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant, 
containing  a  report  of  the  further  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Alex- 
andra. It  appears  that  the  government  has  been  again  foiled  in  its  pur- 
pose to  gain  from  the  higher  courts  a  judicial  exposition  of  the  enlist- 
ment act,  by  the  interposition  of  technical  objections  to  the  process.  I 
think  they  are  by  no  means  insensible  to  the  awkward  position  in  which 
this  difficulty  places  the  country  in  its  relations  with  foreign  nations. 
Inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  the  judges,  whilst  declining  to  take  juris- 
diction themselves,  left  open  a  way  to  the  transfer  of  the  question  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  it  is  generally  understood  that  that  course  will  be 
adopted.  The  effect  will  be  to  cause  another  delay  for  a  considerable 
time.  And  this  delay  will,  in  its  turn,  cause  a  postponement  of  any 
definite  action  upon  the  representations  made  by  me  to  this  government 
under  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  (No.  802)  of  the  6th  of 
January.  A  report  of  my  conference  with  Lord  Eussell  on  that  subject 
was  sent  to  you  in  my  dispatch  (No.  584)  of  the  28th  ultimo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

TFor  official  report  of  the  Alexandra  trial  see  Parliamentary  and  Judi- 
cial Appendix,  No.  15.  For  dispatch  ^om  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 
No  802,  January  6, 1864,  see  Vol.  I,  p.  609.  And  for  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  584,  January  28, 1864,  see  Vol.  I,  p.  744.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"So.  595.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  11,  1864. 

Sm :  The  publication  of  the  diplomatic  papers  annexed  to  the  Presi- 
dent's message  has  elicited  much  comment  in  Parliament  and  in  the 
newspapers,  upon  your  instructions  to  me  in  your  2f  o.  651,  of  the  11th 
of  July  last,  and  particularly  that  portion  of  them  which  declared  the 
intention  of  the  government,  under  certain  contingencies,  to  enter  Eng- 
lish ports  and  seize  obnoxious  vessels.  In  my  No.  593,  of  last  week,  I 
pointed  out  to  your  attention  the  observations  of  Lord  Derby  on  that 
subject,  on  the  opening  night  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Eemarks  of  a  sim- 
ilar kind  have  since  been  made  in  the  Commons.  I  now  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  Times  of  yesterday,  containing  a  rfep'ort  of  the  replies  made 
by  the  ministry  in  both  houses  to  these  questions. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unfortunate  that,  when  you  decided  on  publishing  these 
instructions,  you  did  not  at  the  same  time  insert,  at  least,  so  much  of  my 
No.  465,  of  the  31st  of  July,  as  would  have  explained  the  reason  why  they 
were  not  acted  upon  at  the  time  by  me.  For  want  of  that  light,  it  has 
been  generally  assumed  here  that  I  took  the  responsibility  of  suppress- 
ing them  altogether.  The  inference  is  that  I  assumed  to  judge  them 
unsuitable,  or  else  was  afraid  to  present  them.  In  point  of  fact,  you 
may  remember  that  on  the  very  same  day  of  their  date  I  had  antici- 
pated them,  for  the  most  part,  by  presenting  to  Lord  Eussell  a  note 
embracing  much  of  the  arguments  contained  in  your  dispatch.  This 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  notice  in  flattering  terms  in  your  later  dispatch, 
No.  667,  of  the  29th  of  July.  The  only  question  then  left  open  was  upon 
the  expediency  of  addressing  a  new  note  to  Lord  Russell  for  the  single 
purpose  of  introducing  the  particular  notification  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  present  discussion.  For  the  reasons  given  in  my  dispatch 
No;  465,  already  referred  to,  I  thought  it  inexpedient  at  that  late  mo- 
ment to  reopen  the  subject.  My  intention  then  was  to  postpone  it  until 
the  final  answer  should  be  made  to  the  remonstrances  against  the 
departure  of  the  iron-clads.  But -when  that  moment  arrived,  which  was 
on  the  reception  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  of  the  1st  of  September,  I  felt  so 
fearful  that  the  declaration  of  that  intention  would  close  all  further  pos- 
sibility of  preserving  the  peace  between  the  two  countries,  that  I  pre- 
ferred to  take  the  other  course  indicated  in  my  reply  of  the  5th,  which 
was,  while  intimating  the  strong  character  of  my  instructions,  to  pro- 
pose to  await  new  ones  adapted  to  the  precise  emergency  rather  than  to 
declare  them.  As  matters  actually  turned,  this  proceeding  seems  to 
have  been  fortunate ;  for  while  the  general  statement  in  my  note.left 
on  this  government  the  impression  that  war  might  be  the  alternative  in 
contemplation,  the  language  took  no  such  specific  shape  as  to  compel  it 
to  resent  it  as  a  threat.  Even  as  it  was,  however,  you  may  recollect 
that  I  have  expressed  to  you  my  regret  at  the  circumstance  that  my 
note  had  passed  out  of  my  hands  so  immediately  before  I  received  Lord 
Russell's  note  of  the  4th,  which  was  then  on  its  way  from  the  Foreign 
Ofilee,  and  which  prefigured  a  more  auspicious  termination  of  the  dis- 
pute. 

I  have  gone  into  this,  perhaps  needless,  exposition  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  this  affair,  not  because  I  feel  that  it  does  me  any  par- 
ticular injury  here.  On  the  contrary,  the  effect  is  to  raise  my  action  in 
the  British  estimation  rather  more  than  it  deserves,  or  I  altogether  relish. 
Nothing  is  more  unsafe  to  a  diplomatic  agent  than  an  approach  to  a 


THE   ALEXANDRA.  301 

false  position  between  two  governments.  Had  this  risk  been  brougbt 
upon  me  by  any  proceedings  on  this  side,  I  should  feel  anxious  to  do 
something  at  once  to  restore  matters  to  a  proper  footing.  As  it  is,  the 
accident  has  happened  by  reason  of  the  partial  authorized  publication 
of  the  facts  in  America.  I  trust  that  there,  at  least,  no  unworthy  infer- 
ences from  the  language  held  here  may  gain  currency  from  the  absence 
of  explanations  on  this  side  of  the  water. 

One  incidental  good  effect  of  this  outburst  in  Parliament  is,  that  the 
ministers,  having  been  attacked  upon  a  point  upon  which  they  are  able 
to  make  a  clear  and  conclusive  reply,  are,  to  a  great  extent,  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  defending  themselves  on  other  matters.  In  com- 
parison these  appear  trifling.  The  growing  complications  in  Germany 
divert  attention  from  them  more  and  more.  It  is  now  left  scarcely 
doubtful  that  the  disintegration  of  Denmark  is  the  cardinal  point  of  the' 
policy  of  the  great  powers.  Even  if  successful,  it  is  impossible  that  this 
can  be  gained  without  a  severe  shock  to  the  future  relations  of  the  gov- 
ernments of  Europe.  Hence  it  is  that  new  views  may  be  taken  here  of 
the  proper  conduct  towards  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  above  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, Xo.  28.  For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  ]>fo.  667,  July 
29, 1863,  see  subdivision  "  Case  of  the  Lairds'  Ironclads,"  post] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

ISo.  859.]  Depaktment  op  State, 

Washington,  March  2, 1864, 

Sdb:  Tour  dispatch  of  February  11  (JSo.  695)  has  been  received, 
together  with  reports  of  the  debates  which  have  been  held  in  Parlia- 
ment upon  the  condition  of  our  relations  towards  Great  Britain. 

On  the  11th  of  July  last  the  information  which  was  before  this  depart- 
ment seemed  to  oblige  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  take  into 
immediate  consideration  a  probable  failure  of  all  its  friendly  appeals  to 
her  Majesty's  government  against  suffering  a  deeply  concerted  and 
rapidly  preparing  naval  war  to  be  waged  against  the  United  States 
from  British  ports  in  Europe  and  America,  by  British  subjects  in  Brit- 
ish built  and  armed  vessels.  Events  which  have  transpired  since  that 
time,  such  as  the  intended  invasion  of  Johnson's  Island  from  Canada, 
the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  escape  of  the  Eappahannock,  the  enlist- 
ment of  seamen  and  sailors,  the  persistent  proceedings  in  construction 
of  Laird's  rams  under  false  pretenses  of  foreign  ownership,  and  especially 
the  report  of  Mallory,  the  pretended  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  insur- 
gents, have  proved  that  the  crisis  apprehended  in  July  was  not  over- 
estimated, nor  too  soon  anticipated  by  this  department.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  took  the  subject  into  consideration  with  all 
the  seriousness  and  anxiety  that  could'  not  fail  to  be  awakened  by  the 
seeming  approach  of  a  naval  conflict  with  Great  Britain  in  aggravation 
of  our  existing  civil  war. 

The  result  of  this  deliberation  was  Set  down  in  the  dispatch  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  day  before  mentioned.    That 
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dispatch  was  addressed  to  you  becailse  the  interests  of  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  seemed  to  require  that,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  United  States,  charged  with  conduct  of  their  correspond- 
ence with  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  you  should  be  fully  iaformed 
of  the  views  which  had  been  adopted  by  your  own  government.  At  the 
same  time,  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  which  you  are  not  specially 
directed  to  submit  our  instructions  to  her  Majesty's  government,  it  was 
left  to  your  own  discretion  to  make  so  much  or  so  little  use  of  the  knowl- 
edge thus  imparted  to  you  of  the  views  of  this  government  as  you  should 
deem  expedient,  and  to  use  it  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time  as  should 
seem  to  you  best  calculated  to  avert  the  evils  apprehended. 

Nevertheless,  in  communicating  those  views  to  you  I  scrupulously 
took. pains  equally  to  leave  ho  ground  for  misapprehension  of  their 
directness,  and  to  avoid  expressing  myself  in  any  way  that  could  offend 
the  dignity  or  wound  the  sensibility  of  the  British  government  or  the 
British  people. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  requires  the  President  from 
time  to  time  to  give  to  Congress  information  concerning  the  state  of 
the  Union.  In  the  beginning  of  our  government  a  practice .  obtained 
according  to  which  the  President  communicated  this  information,  on  the 
assembling  of  Congress,  .in  a  full  and  comprehensive  annual  speech  or 
message,  to  which  are  appended  all  the  important  reports  and  docu- 
ments which  have  been  placed  by  the  heads  of  departments  before  the 
President  as  the  sources  and  evidences  of  the  information  to  be  by  him 
submitted  to  Congress.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  interest 
of  Congress  and  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  transactions  of 
the  executive  department,  always  earnest,  became  intensified  with  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war.  Our  foreign  affairs  have,  even  since  the 
war  began,  been  a  subject  of  anxiety  as  deep  as  that  which  is  felt  in 
regard  to  military  and  naval  events.  The  government  continually 
depends  upon  the  support  of  Congress  and  the  people,  and  that  support 
can  be  expected  only  on  the  condition  of  keeping  them  thoroughly  and 
truthfully  informed  of  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  derived  from 
them  are  executed.  Mutual  confidence  in  the  people  and  the  govern- 
ment is  a  condition  of  our  national  life. 

It  has  seemed  to  the  President  more  satisfactory  and  more  in  harmony 
with  our  vigilance  to  give  to  Congress  the  information  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  with  all  possible  fullness,  at  the  beginning  of  each  meeting 
of  Congress,  rather  than  to  await  their  special  calls  for  it  in  particular 
cases,  as  is  generally  done  in  constitutional  governments  when  the  exe- 
cutive or  its  ministers  hold  seats  in  the  legislature. 

Congress  and  the  country,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session,  had 
a  right  to  be  put  fully  in  possession  of  a  complete  history  of  conflictihg 
claims  which  had  arisen  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ' 
subsequently  to  the  last  preceding  annual  exposition  which  had  been 
submitted  by  the  President.  They  had  the  same  right  to  see  my  dis- 
patch to  you  of  the  11th  of  July,  1863,  that  they  had  to  see  any  other 
portions  of  the  executive  correspondence  concerning  foreign  affairs. 
This  history  would  be  incomplete  without  that  account.  It  was  the 
President's  duty  to  communicate  it,  unless  special  reasons  of  a  public 
nature  existed  for  withholding  it.  Only  two  such  special  reasons  could 
be  allowed,  namely :  one,  that  the  publication  would  be  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests  by  affecting  a  friendly  negotiation  on  an  excit- 
ing question.  But  the  question  which  had  called  out  this  dispatch  had 
been  for  a  time  put  at  rest,  and  mutually  satisfactory  explanations 
between  the  two  governments  had  been  rendered.    The  other  reason 
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was,  that  the  publication  might  give  offense  to  Great  Britain.  But  the 
document  was  a  communication  from  this  government  not  to  her  Maj- 
esty's government,  but  to  its  own  agent.  The  paper  was  believed  to  be 
as  respectful  to  the  British  government  as  it  manifestly  was  earnest  and 
sincere.  On  the  other  hand,  to  withhold  so  important  a  portion  of  the 
executive  correspondence  would  have  seemed  to  imply  a  confession  that 
it  was  improper  in  itself,  while  to  practice  reserve  on  so  great  a  question 
would  be  liable  to  be  deemed  an  abuse  of  the  confidence  which  Congress 
and  the  people  had  so  freely  reposed  in  the  government. 

The  President  now  learns  with  regret  that  British  statesmen,  whose 
opinions  he  would  be  the  last  to  undervalue,  have  declared  that  in  their 
judgment  portions  of  that  communication  are  disrespectful  and  men- 
acing toward  her  Majesty's  government. 

Comity  is  not  only  a  proper  but  even  an  indispensable  element  in 
diplomatic  intercourse.  A  just  and  enlighted  government  mayreadily 
admit,  without  any  sacrifice  of  its  own  self-respect,  that  every  other 
government  is  entitled  to  judge  for  itself  what  expressions  occurring  in 
its  needftd  intercourse  with  foreign  states  are  exceptionable. 

You' are,  therefore,  authorized  to  say  to  Earl  Eussell  that  nothing 
menacing  or  disrespectful  was  intended  by  any  expression  in  the  dis- 
patch before  referred  to,  and  that  the  paper  is  now  freely  referred  by 
the  President  to  Earl  Russell's  own  criticism,  with  the  request  that 
whatever  expressions  contained  in  it  he  shall  consider  exceptionablebe 
deemed  to  be  hereby  withdrawn,  with  regret  on  the  part  of  this  govern- 
ment that  those  expressions,  although  inadvertently,  had  been  incorpo- 
rated in  a  paper  the  object  of  which  was  not  to  offend,  but  to  remove 
out  of  the  way  a  stumbling  block  of  national  offense ;  not  to  i)rovoke 
war,  but  to  secure  peace  and  restore  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  tfec,  (fee. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'Ho.  860.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  recur  to  your  dispatch  Ho.  595.  There  is  neither  any  occasion 
nor  disposition  here  to  question  the  wisdom  or  propriety  of  your  pro- 
ceedings in  regard  to  my  dispatch  of  July  11.  Events  justified  your 
sagacity  in  reserving  it.  On  the  other  hand,  no  considerations  which 
now  occur  to  me  could  have  excused  this  department  for  withholding 
the  instruction  from  Congress  and  the  public. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Eraj^cis  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.,  &c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ho.  619.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  17,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  Times  of  the  15th  and 
16th  instant,  containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of 
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Lords  on  the  appeal  in  the  Alexandra  case.    The  decision  wiU  be  given 
on  an  early  day  after  the  Easter  recess. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State.  ' 

[For  oflcial  report  of  judgment,  &c.,  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  15.J 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  641.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  7, 1864. 

SiE :  I  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Russell  on  Saturday  last.  Not 
deeming  it  advisable  to  spend  much  time  in  going  over  the  ground 
already  so  often  covered,  I  contented  myself  -with  reading  to  him  the 
whole  of  your  dispatches,  No.  859,  of  the  2d,  and  No.  871,  of  the  11th  of 
March. 

His  lordship  did  not  appear  to  me  to  have  any  fresh  reply  to  make  to 
the  reasoning.  He  contented  MmseK  with  disclaiming,  the  inference  in 
your  papers  that  the  government  had  assumed  the  position  that  it  could 
do  no  more.  The  object  it  had  had  in  view  all  the  time  had  been  to 
know  what  was  the  extent  of  its  powers  under  the  enlistment  law,  so 
that  it  might  shape  its  subsequent  measures  accordingly. '  This  it  had 
attempted  to  gain  by  means  of  the  prosecution  of  the  Alexandra  case. 
He  did  not  attempt  to  disguise  his  disappointment  at  the  issue  of  that 
experiment.  He  was  not  himself  a  lawyer,  and  therefore  did  not  pretend 
to  decide  upon  the  correctness  of  the  proceeding.  All  he  could  say  was 
that  the  result  seemed  to  him  extraordinary.  He  caught  at  an  expres- 
sion used  in  one  of  your  dispatches,  "  of  the  uncertainty  and  caprice  in- 
cident everywhere  to  the  civil  administration  of  justice,"  and  repeated  it 
as  if  not  a  little  impressed  with  its  force.  He  did  not  betray  any  knowl- 
edge of  what  the  final  decision  on  the  appeal  in  the  House  of  Lords  was 
to  be,  although  from  my  present  point  of  view,  since  the  decision  has 
been  declared,  I  can  see  that  he  foresaw  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

"  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  871,  March  11, 
1864,  see  .Yol.  I,  p.  357.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  651.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8,  1864. 
Sir:  As  Mr.  Evarts  does  not  appear  yet  to  have  returned  from  his 
visit  to  Rome,  I  transmit  a  report,  in  the  Times  of  yesterday,  of  the 
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decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  Alexan- 
dra. It  appears  that  here,  as  in  the  courts  below,  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion.  The  case  has  thus,  after  passing  through  the  ordeal  of  all 
the  courts,  been  viitually  decided  by  Chief  Baron  Pollock's  summary 
instructions  to  the  jury  on  the  first  hearing,  understood  by  them  in  a 
different  seuse  from  that  which  he  claims  to  be  the  true  one.  All  the 
rest  has  been  a  mere  contest  about  forms.  The  government  has  been 
completely  baffled  in  its  honest  endeavor  to  obtain  a  legal  base  of  action 
against  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  kingdom,  and  is 
thrown  back  upon  the  task  of  commencing  the  work  all  over  again. 
There  never  was  such  a  comedy  performed  on  a  grave  subject  in  the 
whole  history  of  law. 

The  feeling  of  the  profession  seems,  on  the  whole,  to  be  one  of  mortifica- 
tion at  this  spectacle  of  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  national  tribunals 
to  administer  justice.  The  English  are  indifferent  to  reproach,  but  they 
sensibly  feel  ridicule.  Proudly  as  they  boast  of  the  perfection  of  their 
domestic  institutions,  it  is  with  no  little  regret  that  they  open  their  eyes 
only  to  perceive  so  glaring  an  instance  of  their  defects.  The  fact  that  it 
has  happened  in  a  case  relating  to  the  United  States  occasions  little 
regret  beyond  the  sense  that  it  lays  them  open  to  strictures  from  that 
quarter,  not  the  more  agreeable  because  they  are  felt  to  be  deserved. 
*  »  #  *  *  Practically  the  decision,  added  to  the  delay  caused  by 
the  long  continuance  of  the  litigation,  has  deprived  the  liberation  of  the 
Alexandra  of  its  importance.  It  cannot  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to 
permission  to  carry  on  similar  outfits  unrestrainedly  for  the  future.  The 
government  has  gained  rather  than  lost  power  in  the  struggle.  The 
popular  sense  has  risen  to  an  admission  of  a  necessity  to  apply  some 
check  to  notorious  abuses  of  neutrality.  The  preliminary  action  of  the 
court  of  Scotland  has  deterred  the  builders  from  prosecuting  their  under- 
takings at  Glasgow.  The  position  of  the  Messrs.  Laird  has  not  been 
strengthened  for  the  coming  defense  of  the  ironclads.  Whenever  their 
case  shall  come  up  in  the  courts,  it  will  be  pretty  sure  to  be  tried  on  its 
merits,  by  a  judge  or  judges  from  whom  caprices  will  not  be  again  toler- 
ated. I  feel,  therefore,  pretty  confident  that  a  bridle  has  been  placed 
on  the  rebel  operations  in  this  kingdom,  which  will  prevent  any  repeti- 
tion of  experiments  on  so  grand  a  scale.  As  it  is,  you  will  observe  that 
the  rebel  cruisers  are  quietly  ceasing  to  put  into  British  ports  for  repairs 
or  for  supplies — of  late  they  go  to  France  in  preference.  How  long  that 
country  will  continue  to  give  them  a  shelter  I  have  no  means  to  judge. 
Their  advent  gives  so  much  trouble  that  it  is  scarcely  likely  they  wiU 
continue  much  longer  to  b^  welcome  anywhere.  #  *  *  #  # 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  "William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  official  report  of  judgment,  &c.,  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  ISo.  15.] 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  269.]  United  State^  Oonsxti^tb, 

Liverpool,  April  27,  1864. 
SiE :  The  gunboat  Alexandra  was  formally  handed  over  to  the  attor- 
neys of  the  claimants  by  the  collector  of  the  customs  yesterday.    So 
9,n  A  r ^vni,.  II 
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she  is  now  in  their  possession,  to  be  fitted  out  for  her  cruise.  I  am  not 
advised  as  to  what  they  intend  to  do  with  her.  You  recollect  she  was 
to  have  had  three  pivot  guns  and  gone  out  as  a  privateer  in  command 
of  Lieutenant  John  E.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Hamilton  is 
now  in  Liverpool,  and  it  is  quite  likely  they  may  carry  out  their  origi- 
nal intentions.  I  shall  keep  a  watch  upon  her  and  report  to  Mr. 
Adams. 

*  *  #  *  *  #  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  671.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  28, 1864. 
Sir:  ****** 

The  Alexandra  has  been  restored  to  the  nominal  owners.  It  is  stated 
that  she  will  be  immediately  fitted  for  sea.  I  have  instructed  Mr.  Dud- 
ley, in  case  he  discovers  any  proof  of  armament,  to  let  me  know  at  once, 
so  that  I  may  bring  the  case  up  once  more.  My  impression  is  that  she 
wUl  be  sent  elsewhere  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevs^akd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  308.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  was  told  last  week  that  the  government  were  making  some 
trouble  about  the  sailing  of  the  gunboat  Alexandra.  At  the  time  I  did 
not  attach  much  importance  to  it,  but  am  now  disposed  to  think  there 
was  something  in  it,  for  I  have  just  learned  that  they  have  taken  down 
all  the  cabins  and  fixings  inside,  and  placed  a  hatchway  in  the  deck 
where  the  skylight  was,  and  are  putting  up  houses  on  the  deck.  ISTow 
this  may  all  be  done  for  a  blind,  but  it  certainly  looks  as  if  they,  either 
from  choice  or  compulsion,  had  been  forced  to  make  these  alterations  to 
get  her  out. 

I  can  learn  nothing  of  her  destination  or  purpose. 

*  .    *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLLAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Eo.  311.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  9, 1864. 
SiK :  I  inclose  you  three  photographs  of  the  gunboat  Alexandra,  *  * 
*  *  *  The  houses  on  the  deck  are,  I  am  told,  temporary  structures, 
and  put  up  in  such  way  that  they  can  easily  be  removed.  She  is  now 
ready  for  sea.  The  erection  of  these  houses  and  taking  out  the  interior 
fittings  has  delayed  her  completion  for  some  weeks  longer  than  was  ex- 
pected. Her  present  finish  would  indicate  a  blockade  runner,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  they  will  send  her  out  from  here  to  Bermuda  or  Nas- 
sau as  such ;  after  they  get  her  there,  they  can  clear  her  decks  in  a  day, 
and  very  soon  prepare  her  for  a  privateer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  WnJLiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Liverpool,  Consulate, 
On  the  Steamer  Scotia,  at  Sea,  July  25, 1864. 
Sib:  »*##*♦ 

When  we  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the  16th  instant, 
about  five  o'clock,-  the  steamer  Alexandra  had  her  steam  up  and  was 
moving  out  of  the  river.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  she  had  cleared  and 
was  then  on  her  way  to  Nassau  or  some  southern  port.  I  have  men- 
tioned in  previous  dispatches  that  the  houses  erected  on  the  deck  of  this 
vessel,  and  which  indicate  her  as  a  blockade  runner,  are  mere  temporary 
structures,  and  can  be  removed  at  any  time.  You  will  recollect  that  the 
guns  originally  intended  for  this  steamer,  with  others,  were  recently  ship- 
ped for  Nassau  on  the  schooner  Campage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  oe  State, 

Washington,  September  13, 1864. 

Sir:  This  department  has  been  informed  that  the  steamer  Mary, 
which  formerly,  under  the  name  of  the  Alexandra,  was  charged  in  the 
British  courts  with  having  been  built  for  the  naval  service  of  the  insur- 
gents, has  arrived  at  Halifax  for  the  supposed  purpose  of  there  being 
armed  and  equipped  for  that  service. 
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It  is  consequently  suggested  that  you  communicate  with  the  governor 
of  Nova  Scotia,  iu  order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  that  vessel  against  the 
United  States  and  their  shipping  may  not  be  carried  ipto  effect  from 
any  port  within  his  jvirisdiction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant. 


J.  Hume  Btjknlby,  Esq.,  die,  &c.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHijvfGTON,  October  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  13th  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
steamer  Mary,  and  her  supposed  connection  with  the  southern  insur- 
gents, I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  re- 
ceived on  this  subject  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seavard,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Lieutenant  Governor  Macclonnell  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House, 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  September  30, 1864, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
13th  instant,  which  did  not  reach  me  till  the  28th  instant.  Tour  letter 
incloses  a  communication  from  Mr.  Seward,  representing  that  the  Mary, 
formerly  the  Alexandra,  has  arrived  at  Halifax  for  the  supposed  pur- 
pose of  being  armed  and  equipped  for  the  confederate  service. 

Mr.  Reward,  therefore,  suggests  that  you  should  commuiiicate  with 
me,  in  order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  that  vessel  against  the  United 
States  and  their  shipping  may  not  be  carried  into  effect  from  any  port 
within  my  jurisdiction. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  in  future,  as  heretofore,  my  inost  stren- 
uous exertions  shall  be  directed  to  maintaining  within  the  neutral  waters 
of  this  portion  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  the  strictest  observance  of 
those  orders  which  have  been  issued  for  my  guidance  in  reference  to 
belligerent  cruisers,  whether  federal  or  confederate. 

I  cannot,  however,  interfere  with  any  vessel  British  owned,  in  a 
British  harbor,  on  mere  suspicion ;  nevertheless,  I  have  so  decided  a 
determination  to  prevent  any  abuse  of  the  accommodation  afforded  by 
this  port  to  any  party,  that  I  have  instituted  inquiry,  for  my  own  satis- 
faction, into  the  rumored  destination  of  the  Mary.  I  have  even  directed 
that  the  Mary  shall  be  watched,  and  am  prepared  to  interfere,  if  any 
illegal  equipment  of  that  vessel,  for  warlike  purposes,  be  attempted  in 
this  province. 

At  the  same  time  you  may  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  the  result  of  my 
inquiries  hitherto  leads  me  to  suppose  that  the  Mary,  although  originally 
strongly  built, ,  and  apparently  intended  for  warlike  purposes,  is  now 
lying  here  an  embarrassment  to  her  owners,  unsalable  and  imservice- 
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able,  either  as  an  ordinary  merchantman  or  a  cruiser.    Her  speed  under 
steam  does  not  exceed  four  and  a  half  knots,  and  I  believe  she  is  considered 
a  failure,  whatever  may  have  been  her  original  destination.    Therefore 
no  diflculty  is  lij^ely  to  arise  in  her  case. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

E.  G.  Mi^.CDONXBLL, 

Lieutenant  Governor,  &c.,  &c. 
J.  HtraiE  BuENLET,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  &o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  20, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
9th  instant,  which  is  accompanied  bj'^  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  30th  ol 
September,  addressed  to  you  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
relative  to  the  steamer  Mary  and  her  supposed  connection  with  the 
insurgents,  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  communication  of  the  13tli 
ultimo.  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  action  of  his  excel- 
lency in  the  premises  is  highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  is  justly  appre- 
ciated by  this  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  HxJME  Burnley,  Esq.,  &o.,  &c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  20th  of  October  relative  to 
the  British  steamer  Mary,  formerly  the  Alexandra  ram,  and  her  supposed 
connection  with  the  so-called  confederate  government,  I  liave  the  lionoi 
to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a.  copy  of  a  dispatch,  and  of  its  inclosures. 
from  the  governor  of  New  Providence,  stating  that  he  has  ordered  the 
seizure  of  the  steamer  Mary  for  violation  of  the  7th  clause  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mosi 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.   HUME   BUENLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  <&c.,  &e.,  &c. 


Governor  Haivson  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House, 

Nassa,u,  December  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  on  the  IStli 
instant  the  British  steamer  Mary,  formerly  the.  Alexandra  ram,  was 
seized  in  this  port,  by  my  orders,  for  a  violation  of  the  7th  clause  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act. 
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Before  my  arrival  here,  on  the  9th  instant,  the  United  States  consul 
had  called  the  attention  of  this  government  to  the  existence  of  guns  and 
munitions  of  war  on  board  of  this  vessel,  which  had  lately  reached  this 
harbor.  A  search  was  made,  and  nothing  was  found, but  a  12-pounder 
gun,  and  a  case  supposed  to  contain  shell.  Upon  tliis,  the  lieutenant 
governor,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  the  attorney  general,  informed  the 
consul  that  there  was  not  sufficient  ground  for  detaining  the  vessel 
after  this"  gun  and  case  were  landed,  which  their  agents  professed  their 
willingness  to  do. 

The  consul  had  at  first  supposed  this  search  to  have  been  a  seizure, 
and  he  was  much  disappointed  at  this  last  communication,  and  protested 
urgently  against  it.  The  attorney  general  saw  him  personally,  and  was 
not  satisfied!  with  the  proofs  oifered;  and  finally  he  was  informed  that 
the  government  could  not  proceed  upon  confidential  communications 
made  to  him  by  persons  who  could  not  be  produced  in  court  to  support 
a  prosecution.    This  was  the  state  of  the  case  when  I  arrived. 

I  mention  what  occurred  with  the  consul  in  order  that  you  may  be 
cognizant  of  it,  in  the  e\^ent  of  the  American  government  adverting  to  it 
in  any  communication  which  it  may  make  to  you. 

Upon  examining  the  correspondence  and  making  inquiry  of  the  officer 
who  searched  the  vessel,  I  found  that  there  were  suspicious  facts  beariilg 
upon  the  case  which  did  not  appear  in  the  papers,  and  that  certain 
packages  which  were  shipped  at  Bermuda  had  not  been  opened,  nor 
were  their  contents  known.  I  therefore  directed  that'  they  should  be 
landed  and  opened.  The  result  is  shown  in  inclosure  No.  1,  which, 
among, other  things,  proves  the  continued  connection  of  the  Mary  with 
the  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  States,  whose  name  was 
brought  forward  by  the  attorney  general  on  the  occasion  of  the  trial  in 
England,  as  one  of  the  proofs  against  the  parties  who  ownbd  the  Alex- 
andra. 

Upon  the  discovery  of  this  further  evidence,  and  receiving  the  opinion 
3f  the  attorney  general,  I  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  seized,  and  she  is  now 
in  charge  of  the  customs,  moored  oijposite  the  ordnance  wharf  for  pro- 
:ection.  The  attorney  general  will  commence  legal  proceedings  without 
delay,  and  J  have  received  a  letter  from  the  United  States  consul  thank- 
ing me  for  my  proceedings  in  this  case. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

EAWSON  A.  EAWSOlSr,  Governor. 

J.  HiTsiE  Burnley,  Esq.,  (fee,  <&c.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Dumaresq  to  Governor  Baicson. 

Eeceiver  General's  Office, 

December  13, 1864 — 1  p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  excellency's  information  that 
:his  morning,  immediately  on  the  landing  of  the  cargo  ex.  Mary,  late 
Mexandra,  1  directed  all  the  packages  to  be  opened  in  my  presence, 
md  found  the  marks,  numbers,  and  contents  of  each  to  be  as  follows : 

P.  H.  One  cask  containing  scrubbing  brushes,  tin  cans,  &c. 

J.  E.  ^.  Two  cases  containing  iron  hammock  racks. 

J.  E.  3.  One  case  containing  iron  hammock  racks  and  handles  for 
screws  of  side  lights. 

O.  0.  1.  One  case  containing  a  gun  and  carriage,  with  appurtenances 
jomplete,  designed  by  Messrs.  Pawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool, 
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■with  flat  iron  tray  or  slide  for  the  gear  and  body  of  carriage  to  traversf 
on.    (This  gun  is  the  subject  of  a  former  report.) 

O.  C.  2.  One  case  containing  shell. 

O.  C.  3.  One  case  of  grape-shot. 

J.  E.  H.  3.  One  case  containing  six  trap  wheels,  about  six  inches  ii 
diameter,  apparently  handles  such  as  are  used  for  working  the  screw  o: 
a  gun. 

J.  E.  H.  J.  Two  cases  of  stationery. 

H.  H.  2.  One  case  containing  confederate  flags,  brig,  ship,  and  boai 
ensigns  and  pendants,  log  lines,  bolts  of  canvas,  &c. 

S.  D.  H.  2.  One  case  of  drugs^  lint,  &c. 

J.  E.  H.  One  case  (partially  examined)  of  private  effects,  consisting 
of  military  and  naval  books  in  relation  to  the  confederate  service,  hav 
ing  the  name  of  Hamilton  on  the  fly  leaves,  forty-eight  packages  o 
tourniquets,  one  blank  confederate  commission,  charts,  a  case  of  surgica 
instruments,  &c.,  one  bundle  of  hammocks — about  sixty ;  also  two  smal 
iron  carronades  and  carriages,  belonging  to  ship. 

With  references  to  the  cases  marked  J.  E.  1  to  3, 1  have  respectfulb 
to  state  that  the  hammock  racks  are  all  of  a  size,  and  that  I  have  hac 
one  of  them  placed  in  the  staples  on  the  bulwarks  of  the  Mary,  which  i 
exactly  fits. 

It  is  m'y  duty  further  to  add  that,  since  the  date  of  my  last  report  o 
the  7th  instant,,  four  new  berths  have  been  completed  in  the  after-hold 
where  the  gun  and  carriage  above  referred  to  were  found,  and  sixteei 
additional  ones  in  the  forecastle,  so  that,  independent  of  the  after-decl 
berth  for  the  offtcers  of  the  ship,  she  has  now  thirty-two  berths  for  sea 
men,  besides  the  sixty  hammocks. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  •  J.  A.  DUMAEESQ, 

Beoeiver  General. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Eawson. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

*  Depaktment  oe  Stat:^, 

Washington,  December  31,  1864. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi 
cation  of  the  28th  instant,  informing  me  of  the  seizure  of  the  steame 
Mary,  by  the  authorities  at  New-  Providence,  for  a  violation  of  the  for 
eign  enlistment  act  of  Great  Britain;  and,  in  reply,  to  acquaint  yoi 
that  I  have  also  been  advised  of  the  fact  by  the  consul  of  the  Unitec 
States  at  Nassau,  and  have  authorized  Mr.  Adams  to  express  satisfac 
tion  to  her  Majesty's  government,  on  the  part  of  that  of  the  Unitec 
States,  with  the  prompt  action  which  has  been  adopted  in  this  case.  I 
is  hoped  that  it  may  be  a  beginning  of  successes  in  arresting  piratica 
operations  injurious  to  both  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  you] 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hume  Bttenley,  Esq.,  tfcc,  <&c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  24, 1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  28th  December  last,  informing 
you  that  the  Mary  had  been  seized  in  the  port  of  Nassau,  by  orders  of 
the  lieutenant  governor,  for  an  infringement  of  the  British  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I 
have  received  from  Mr.  Eawson,  acquainting  me  with  the  action  taken 
with  regard  to  the  solicitor  general  of  this  colony,  who  it  appears  had 
been  retained  and  was  acting  for  the  defendants  in  the  matter. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  lieutenant  governor  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  an  eminently  wise  and  sensible  one,  as  showing  a  proper  ap- 
preciation as  to  how  English  law  should  be  administered,  coupled  with 
a  friendliness  of  expression  towards  the  government  of  this  country 
which  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUEKLET. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Governor  Rawson  to  Mr.  Burnley. 
[Extract.] 

Government  House, 

Nassau^  January  14,  1865. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  advisable  that  you  should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that,  in  consequence  of  my  having  become  aware  that  Mr.  Solic- 
itor General  Burnside  had  been  retained  and  was  acting  for  the  defend- 
ants in  the  matter  of  the  steamer  Mary,  seized  by  my  orders  in  this 
port,  of  which  you  have  already  received  notice,  I  immediately  required 
that  gentleman  to  resign  his  brief  or  his  office.- 

2.  Mr.  Burnside  pleaded  his  right  to  act  against  the  Crown,  under  a 
general  license  which  he  possesses  in  all  cases  in  which  the  attorney 
general  does  not  require  his  services.  But  I  informed  him  that  this  was 
not  a  case  contemplated  in  his  general  license;  that  although  his  services 
were  not  required  to  assist  in  the  prosecution,  it  was  not  fitting  that  he 
should  appear  against  the  Crown,  and  that  the  United  States  government, 
which  is  interested  in  the  due  enforcement  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
in  this  case,  would  learn  with  surprise,  and  might  complain  with  reason, 
that  while  one  law  officer  was  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  act  another 
was  engaged  in  opposition  to  him,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  convince 
them  that  this  was  not  with  the  consent  or  approval  of  this  govern- 
ment. 

3.  Mr.  Burnside,  in  consequence,  elected  to  resign  his  office.     *     * 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 


Department  of  State, 


Washington^  January  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  24bh  instaint  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  lieutenant 
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governor  of  Bermuda  in  requiring  the  resignation  of  the  solicitor  general 
of  that  colony,  or  that  he  should  not  act  as  the  counsel  of  the  defendants 
in  the  case  of  the  Mary,  seized  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  British 
foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  spirit  of  comity  manifested  by  his  excellency,  and  the  friendly 
manner  in  which  you  h^ve  informed  me  of  his  conduct,  have  afforded 
me  much  gratification. 

I  beg  you  to  convey  to  him  an  expression  of  the  high  appreciation 
entertained  by  this  government  of  his  just  regard  for  its  rights  and  for 
its  good  will  in  the  instance  adverted  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant. 


J.  Hume  Buenlet,  Esq.,  c6c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1272.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  18,  1865. 

SiK :  By  a  dispatch  of  the  21st  ultimo,  from  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  esquire 
our  consul  at  Nassau,  informs  me  that  he  was  asked  by  a  government 
ofllcer  there  on  that  day  what  was  to  prevent  the  Mary,  late  the  Alex- 
andra, if  condemned  and  sold,  being  bought  by  the  parties  now  interested 
in  her,  and  then  started  on  her  errand  of  destruction,  remarking,  at  the 
same  time,  that  they  would  of  course  take  her  away  from  Nassau  as  a 
pretended  merchantman. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  address  to  her  Majesty's  government  a  remon- 
strance against  allowing  the  vessel  above  referred  to  to  leave  port, 
although  condemned  and  sold. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaeles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  (&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

No.  897.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  March  16,  1865. 
SiE:  Under  your  instructions,  contained  in  No.  1272,  of  the  18th  Feb- 
ruary, I  addressed  to  Lord  Eussell  a  note  on  the  7th  instant.    A  copy  of 
it,  as  well  as  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment,  of  the  9th,  is  herewith 
transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sets^aed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

'London,  March  7,  1865. 
Mt  Loed:  By  a  report  made  by  the  consul  at  Nassau  it  would 
appear  that  he  was  informed  by  a  government  officer  at  that  place  of  the 
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possibility  that  the  vessel  formerly  well  known  as  the  Alexandra,  and 
now  as  the  Mary,  even  if  condemned  and  sold  at  that  port,  under  judi- 
cial process,  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  might  be  bought  in  by  the 
same  parties  first  interested  in  her,  and  started  again,  in  the  guise  of  a 
merchantman,  on  her  original  errand  to  carry  on  war  against  the  United 
States. 

I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  make  to  your  lordship  a  repre- 
sentation touching  this  matter,  and  to  remonstrate  against  giving  per- 
mission to  this  vessel  to  depart  from  ISTassau  without  abundant  security 
that  she  is  not  to  be  used  for  the  hostile  purpose  indicated.  So  much  of 
deception  and  fraud  has  marked  the  previous  transactions  of  the  insur- 
gent agents  engaged  in  these  outfits  from  British  ports  that  no  suspicion 
of  any  of  their  future  operations  appears  to  be  unreasonable. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eaul  Eussell,  &c.,  <fcc.,  &c. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  March  9, 1865. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  in  which  you  represent  that  your  government  is  informed 
that  the  steamer  Mary,  late  Alexandra,  even  if  condemned  at  Nassau 
and  sold  under  judicial  process  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  may  be 
bought  in  by  the  same  parties  first  interested  in  her,  and  started  again 
in  the  guise  of  a  merchantman  on  her  original  errand  to  carry  on  war 
against  the  United  States;  and  you  state  that  you  are  instructed  to 
remonstrate  against  giving  permission  to  that  vessel  to  depart  from 
Nassau  without  abundant  security  that  she  is  not  to  be  used  for  the 
hostile  purpose  indicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  iufor;n  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in 
transmitting  a  copy  of  your  representation  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoijr  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &e. 


CASE  OF  LAIEDS'  lEON-CLADS. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  93.]  Uniteb  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  18,  1862. 
Sie:  *  *^#  *  #  #  #  * 

The  Lairds  have  commenced  the  construction  of  two  steam  vessels  at 
their  yard  at  Birkenhead.  I  am  told  they  are  to  be  iron  or  iron-clad, 
and  are  in  the  nature  of  rams.    From  the  source  that  the  information 
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comes  I  have  no  doubt  about  its  correctness.  I  have  not  got  any  of  the 
particulars  further  than  that  they  are  to  be  completed  with  the  greatest 
dispatch. 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  119.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  30, 1862. 

SiE :  1  have  had  the  ship-yard  of  the  Messrs.  Lairds,  at  Birkenhead, 
examined.  The  keel  of  one  of  the  gunboats  for  the  confederates  has 
been  laid  in  the  same  stocks  from  which  the  290  was  launched.  It  is 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long.  She  is  to  be  built  as  soon  as  possible, 
with  the  utmost  dispatch,  to  be  iron-clad,  and  in  all  particulars  to  be 
finished  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  without  regard  to  expense.  A 
large  number  of  workmen  are  now  employed  on  her. 

The  keel  for  the  other  has  not  yet  been  laid,  but  the  place  in  the  yard 
has  been  selected,  and  the  ground  and  stocks  are  being  prepared  pre- 
paratory to  laying  it. 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.  ] 

No.  123.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  13, 1862. 
SiK :  The  plates  for  the  gimboats  being  built  for  the  rebel  government 
by  the  Messrs.  Lairds  are  being  manufactured  at  the  Mersey  Steel  and 
Iron  Company  Works,  in  Liverpool.  I  am  told  that  Mr.  Horsfall,  one  of 
the  members  of  Parliament  from  this  place,  is  interested  in  this  com- 
pany. 

The  order  given  is  for  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  plates  of  this  thickness, 
a  part  of  which  are  to  be  used  on  the  two  vessels  building  at  Lairds,  the 
others  to  be  shipped.    They  are  to  be  made  as  quick  as  possible. 

~~         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.  J 

IvTo.  132.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  19,  1862. 
gjjj.  ##»**#** 

Inclosed  find  extract  from  the  Liverpool  paper  yesterday.  *  *  # 
It  is  true  that  the  ram  referred  to  here,  and  which  is  being  built  by  the 
Lairds,  is  being  pushed  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch.  The  men 
are  at  work  night  and  day  upon  her.  All  the  machinery,  guns,  &c.,  are 
being  made.    By  the  time  she  is  launched,  they  will  be  ready  to  be 

placed  in  her. 

*/*  *  #  #  *  #  #  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS.  H.  DUDLEY, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

.'     Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Liverpool  Telegraph,  Septemher  18th,  1862.] 

A    RAM    FOR    THE     CONPEDERATE    GOVERNMENT    BUILDING     ON     THE 
MERSEY — SHIPMENT  OP  IRON-PLATES  POR   THE   SOUTH. 

It  would  seem,  judging  from  the  contracts  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
ship-builders  and  iron-plate  manufacturers  of  this  country,  that  the  eon- 
federate  government  is  exhibiting  as  much  energy  and  resolution  in  the 
creation  of  an  iron-clad  fleet  as  it  has  manifested  in  the  series  of  battles 
which  have  thrown  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  defeated  and  broken, 
behind  the  shelter  of  the  defenses  of  Washington.  Besides  the  commis- 
sions committed  to  other  ship-builders  by  the  southern  confederacy,  and 
which  are  being  pushed  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch,  a  large  iron- 
plated  ram  is  now  being  constructed  on  the  Mersey  without  any  attempt 
at  concealment.  We  withhold  the  name  of  the  builder  for  prudential 
reasons,  but  the  fact  is  without  question;  and  the  ram,  from  the  high 
character  of  her  builder,  will  be  a  most  formidable  opponent  when 
equipped  for  sea,  and,  should  the  blockade  of  the  southern  coast  not 
terminate  previous  to  her  arrival  at  Charleston,  she  will  attempt  to  pass 
the  federal  cruisers  with  every  chance  of  impunity.-  In  addition  to  this 
ram,  and  other  contracts  held  by  our  ship-builders,  which,  by  the  way, 
are  highly  flattering  to  their  reputation,  and  which  hitherto  have  been 
financially  discharged  in  every  instance,  when  completed,  with  scrupu- 
lous punctuality,  a  vessel  now  in  the  Brunswick  dock,  whose  name  we 
do  not  wish  to  give  for  obvious  reasons,  has  a  cargo,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  iron  plates,  on  board,  ready  to  fasten  on  the  sides  of  southern 
vessels  waiting  their  arrival  out  at  Charleston.  The  owners  of  this 
vessel  are  imbued  with  southern  sentiments,  but  whether  or  not,  we  are 
too  neutral  in  the  gigantic  conflict  raging  across  the  Atlantic  to  allude 
too  pointedly  to  this  transaction. 

It  seems  very  clear,  from  the  present  vigorous  conduct  of  the  southern 
confederacy,  that  the  South,  at  no  distant  period,  will  possess  an  iron- 
clad fleet  capable  of  coping  sucessfuUy  with  that  of  the  North,  as  its 
armies  have  triumphantly  met  those  of  the  federal  government,  if  but 
the  same  dashing  spirits  that  lead  the  armies  of  the  South  can  be  found 
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to  command  it.  Of  one  thing,  however,  we  think  we  can  speak  with 
certainty,  and  that  is,  that  in  the  vessels  built  on  the  Mersey  the  South 
will  have  an  advantage  over  the  federals  in  strength  of  build,  equip- 
ment, and  invulnerability.  For  the  rest,  their  own  courage  will  do,  and 
we  may  yet  hear  of  the  gallant  performance  of  more  than  one  No.  290 
before  the  announcement  of  peace  gladdens  the  heart  of  all  Europe.  At 
all  events,  a  few  such  rams  as  the  oae  now  building  on  the  Mersey  would 
make  the  raising  of  the  southern  blockade  an  easy  task. 


Mr.  DvMey  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No  138.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  October  4,  1862. 

gj-j^  :*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  Lairds  are  pushing  the  completion  of  the  two  irofl-clads  by  them 
building  for  the  rebels  with  the  greatest  dispatch  possible.  They  have 
as  many  men  engaged  upon  them  as  can  work  with  advantage,  and  two 
full  gangs  for  each  vessel,  one  for  the  day,  the  other  for  the  night. 
There  is  no  cessation  of  the  work  neither  night  nor  day.  The  ribs  of 
one  are  all  up,  and  they  have  commenced  to  put  on  the  plates.  The 
engines  for  both  vessels  are  being  made  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co., 
and  will  be  ready  to  be  put  in  by  the  time  they  are  launched.  All  the 
work  and  fixtures  for  the  interior  are  being  made  and  got  out  ready  to 
be  placed  in  them.  The  other  vessel  is  not  in  quite  so  forward  a  state, 
but  the  ribs  are  very  nearly  up,  and  she  is  being  pushed  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. They  expect  to  have  the  first  one  completed  by  the  middle  of 
December  next.  They  are  using  great  precaution  to  keep  us  ignorant 
of  their  doings.    No  stranger  is  admitted  into  their  yard. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  WELLiAii  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No  141.]  United  States  Consulate, 

\  Liverpool,  October  14,  1862. 

Inclosed,  marked  No.  1,  find  slip  cut  from  Journal  of  Commerce  of 
yesterday  relative  to  the  vessels  building  at  Birkenhead  for  the  Chinese 
government,  i.  e.,  the  southern  confederacy.  These  are  no  doubt  the  ones 
built  by  the  Lairds.  I  had  the  yards  of  Jones,  Quiggon  &  Co.,  and  Wm. 
C.  Miller  &  Son,  examined  again  yesterday.  The  iron-plated  steamer 
which  the  first-named  house  is  building  for  the  rebels  is  being  pushed 
very  fast.  My  informant  describes  her  as  about  two  hundred  feet  long, 
very  sharp  fore  and  aft,  and  as  nearly  flat*bottomed.  Her  draught  of  water 
will  be  light ;  her  hold  will  not  be,  he  thinks,  more  than  about  four- 
teen feet  deep.  She  is  to  have  ]}addle-wheels.  He  thinks  she  will  be 
ready  to  launch  in  about  five  weeks. 
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Our  examination  yesterday  brought  to  light  another  gunboat  for  the 
rebels  being  built  in  Wm.  C.  Miller  &  Sons'  yard,  the  same  persons  who 
built  the  Oreto.  She  is  to  be  wood,  about  two  hundred  and  forty  feet  long, 
light  draught,  .and  to  set  low  in  the  water,  and  constructed  to  run  very  fast. 
The  contract  is  to  finish  her  by  the  first  of  January  next.  Captain  Duguid, 
the  same  who  took  out  the  Oreto,  is  superintending  the  building  of  this 
last  vessel,  and  they  say  he  is  to  take  her  out,  when  completed,  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  did  the  Oreto.  This  makes  four  vessels  building  for 
the  rebel  navy  at  this  port,  and,  with  the  one  at  Glasgow,*  certainly  war- 
ranted Mr.  Gladstone  in  saying  what  he  did  at  the  Newcastle  dinner, 
"That  the  South  were  constructing  a  navy."  If  he  had  said  England 
was  constructing  one  for  the  South,  it  would  have  been  nearer  the 

truth. 

*  *  »  #,*  #  »  #- 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

•  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  386.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  3, 1863. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liverpool,  informs  us  that  two  war 
vessels  which  are  on  the  stays  at  Birkenhead  are  announced  by  the 
press  as  being  built  ostensibly  for  the  Chinese  government,  but  really 
to  depredate  on  American  commerce,  as  the  290  is  doing.  The  President 
hopes  that  you  will  make  such  representations  concerning  them,  and  all 
similar  enterprises,  to  her  Majesty's  government  as  may  induce  them  to 
consider  whether  it  can  be  claimed  that  a  nation  is  really  neiitral  when 
vessels  of  war,  without  restraint  and  with  impunity,  are  built,  armed, 
manned,  equipped,  and  sent  out  from  its  ports  to  make  war  on  a  peaceful 
and  friendly  nation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  52.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  25, 1863. 
SiK:  #.*  *  *  *  #  *  # 

The  two  iron-clad  rams  building  by  the  Messrs.  Lairds  for  the  con- 
federates are  each  to  have  two  revolving  towers  or  turrets  similar  to 
the  monitors.  When  these  two  vessels  are  finished  they  wUl  be  truly 
formidable  vessels.  The  department  must  understand  that  no  pains  or 
expense  is  being  spared  to  make  them  the  most  powerful  and  destruct- 
ive vessels  afloat.  Nothing  is  b^ing  omitted  that  science  or  skill  can 
suggest.  The  contractors  have  one  of  the  largest  yards  in  the  kingdom, 
and  every  facility  and  means  for  building  vessels  like  these.  You  must 
not  deceive  yourselves.    When  finished,  they  yfiU  have  more  power  and 
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speed,  probably,  than  any  iron-clads  that  have  as  yet  been  bailt,  and  so 
protected  with  steel  and  armor  plates  as  to  be  almost  invulnerable.  I 
have  not  learned  the  armament,  but  no  doubt  it  will  be  heavy,  and  the 
very  best  that  can  be  obtained.  From  their  looks  I  do  not  think  either 
will  be  ready  for  sea  much  before  the  1st  of  June.  The  one  building  at 
Glasgow  by  George  and  James  Thomson,  of  between  three  and  four 
thousand  tons  burden,  is  said  to  be  a  still  more  formidable  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward 
[Extract.] 

No.  59.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  8, 1863. 
Sie:      *  *  *  *  *  #-# 

I  inclose  marked  No.  2  a  copy  of  an  affidavit*  of  Clarence  E.  Yonge, 
the  purser  or  paymaster  on  the  steamer  Alabama.  This  is  not  the  same 
he  made  in  London,  but  a  second  affidavit  taken  here  before  the  collec- 
tor, to  be  used  in  the  case  of  the  rams  building  by  the  Lairds.  1  regard 
this  affidavit  as  of  great  importance.  It  is  not  to  be  used  until  we  are 
prepared  to  proceed  against  these  vessels.  I  shall  wait  until  they  are 
launched.        #*#***** 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  71.]  United  States  Consulate,    , 

Liverpool,  May  2, 1863. 

gj;g.  »  »  «  *  **  #  * 

A  gentleman  who  was  at  one  time  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and 
since  in  the  merchant  service,  is  here  in  my  employ.  He  has  access  to 
the  Lairds'  yard,  and  has  been  over  and  examined  the  two  rams.  He 
confirms  my  j)revious  information.  He  says  they  will  have  great  speed; 
thinks  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  knots  per  hour.  They  wiU  each  have  two 
turrets  or  cupolas,  and  in  his  opinion,  both  for  speed  andinvuluerability, 
surpass  anything  afloat.  The  turrets  revolve  on  the  lower  or  second 
deck.  They  are  pushing  these  vessels  very  fast.  From  another  source 
I  learn  they  will  launch  and  take  them  to  some  other  country  or  place 
to  finish  them.  I  do  not  rely  much  upon  the  person  Irom  whom  I  obtain 
this  last  intelligence,  but  it  does  not  look  improbable.  #  *  *  * 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.-  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

*  For  this  affidavit  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  453,  July  16, 
1863,  post. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  87.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  George  Waterbury,  of  Liverpool,  a  respectable  merchant,  tells 
me  that,  the  day  after  the  debate  in  Parliament  on  the  Alabama,  he  was  in 
the  Exchange  and  saw  Captain  Peter  Vesper,  of  Thomaston,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Clover,  of  the  firm  of  Clover  &  Eayal,  of  Liverpool,  in 
conversation  with  a  gentleman.  The  gentleman  left,  and  Vesper  and 
Clover  turned  to  him,  Waterbury,  and  asked  if  he  knew  the  gentleman 
to  whom  they  had  been  talking.  He  answered  he  did  not.  They  stated 
it  was  Mr.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  and  they  had  been  talking  about  the 
debate  upon  the  Alabama,  and  that  they  had  asked  him  about  the  rams 
he  was  building  for  the  confederates;  and  that  Laird  replied  that  "they 
might  make  as  much  noise  about  them  as  they  liked,  but  that  it  would 
not  prevent  them  from  getting  them  off ;  that  they  had  things  so  arranged 
that  they  could  get  them  away,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

They  are  laying  the  ways  for  launching  one  of  these  vessels.  The 
plating  is  aU  on  except  at  the  ends,  the  rudder  shipped,  and  two  gangs 
of  men,  one  working  at  day,  the  other  in  the  night,  to  finish  them.  I  am 
told  the  engines  and  turrets  are  all  ready  to  be  put  in.  It  is  evident  the 
contest  with  them  is  soon  to  begin. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  88.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  3, 1863. 
gjjj .  *  *.  *  #  *  *  ** 

III  dispatch  86  I  referred  to  the  steamer  Sumter,  and  to  machinery 
she  was  taking  on,  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  intended  for 
the  rams  now  building  at  Lairds'.  A  large  quantity  has  since  been 
placed  on  board,  with  the  two  large  guns,  weighing  some  twenty-two 
tons.  I  have  had  six  different  men  to  examine  it,  and  they  all  differ 
about  it.  The  only  thing  they  agree  upon  is  that  it  is  for  war  purposes. 
It  is  probable  that  they  saw  different  portions.  The  machinery  was 
made  at  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Forge  Works  in  this  town,  the  guns  at  what 
are  known  as  the  Vauxhall  Work$,  also  situated  here.  An  intelligent 
workman  in  the  Mersey  Works  informs  one  of  my  men  that  a  part  of 
this  that  we  took  for  machinery  is  ironwork  intended  for  a  large  iron 
ram,  the  frame  and  plates  for  which  they  are  making  and  sending  off  -^s 
fast  as  possible  in  detached  parts.  The  ram,  he  states,  is  at  the  yard 
and  just  finished,  weighing  twenty-six  tons.  He  says  it  is  for  the  con- 
federates. All  the  other  work  at  the  yard  is  suspended  until  this  is 
completed.  It  is  quite  likely  that  a  part  of  this  is  the  frame-work, 
&c.,  for  a  vessel  building  or  to  be  built  at  some  other  place,  but  I  think 
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it  also  true  that  another  paj?t  is  for  Lairds'  rams,  the  machinery  for  work- 
ing the  guns  inside  the  turrets,  and  that  these  monster  guns  are  to  be 
mounted  in  these  turrets.  Of  course  this  is  all  conjecture  on  my  part, 
but  I  think  there  is  much  to  justify  one  in  coining  to  this  conclusion. 
I  inclose  you,  marked  Nos.  3  and  4,  the  substance  of  two  additional 
afadavits*  about  this  vessel,  the  originals  of  which  I  sent  to  Mr.  Adams. 
My  information  is,  that  she  will  go  from  here  to  N"assau.  The  men 
engaged  on  board  say  this,  that  they  have  or  are  to  ship  for  three  years, 
and  that  she  is  to  turn  privateer  after  she  reaches  Nassau  and  discharges 
what  she  has  on  board.  I  give  you  this  for  what  it  is  worth. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Setvaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

K"o.  95.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  17, 1863. 
Sm :  I  now  beg  to  inclose  you  a  report  made  to  me  by 


who  was  at  one  time  i^  the  naval  service  of  our  government,  upon  the 
iron-clad  rams  building  at  Lairds'.  It  is  the  same  referred  to  in  my 
dispatch  of  yesterday,  ISTo.  94.  You  will  perceive  it  differs  in  some  par- 
ticulars from  the  others  we  have  had.  It  is  not  so  fuU  as  I  expected  it 
would  be.    It  is  marked  E'o.  1. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


description  of  LAIEDS'  ikon-clad  EAMS  building  at  BIRKENHEAD, 
SUPPOSED  TO  BE  POE  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATE  GOVERNMENT. 

LnnEEPOOL,  June  10, 1863. 

These  ships  are  being  built  under  cover,  at  the  south  end  of  the  ship- 
yard and  iron  works  of  the  Messrs.  Lairds. 

They  are  vessels  for  war  purposes,  of  iron,  with  double  bottoms  below 
water;  each  ship  to  be  fitted  with  two  turrets,  poop  cabin,  and  top-gal- 
lant 'forecastle.  The  sides  will  be  covered  with  a  teak- wood  backing,  on 
which  armor  plates  are  to  be  fixed,  covering,  the  entire  surface  exposed 
to  shot.  *  *^#  «■#  #  #  # 

When  afloat  they  will  appear  very  long  and  low,  the  bow  quite  per- 
pendicular, and  the  stern,  which  is  an  elongated  ellipse  in  shape,  pro- 
jects several  feet  over  the  rudder,  as  though  to  inflict  blows  on  an  adver- 
sary, and  at  the  same  time  to  protect  the  screw  and  steering  apparatus 
from  any  injury  by  collision. 

*  #  *  *.  *  *  #  *  * 

*  For  affidavits  of  Moses  Lansing  and  John  Markham,  see  inclosure  to  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  425,  June  5,  1863,  printed  under  "Rebel  Cruisers,"  sub- 
division "  Sumter,"  post. 
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The  plates  wMcL.  form  the"  hull  are  secured  with  inch  rivets  to  the 
other  faces  of  the  angle-iron  frames,  making  a  double  bottom  to  within 
four  feet  of  the  water  line.  These  plates  vary  in  thickness  from  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch  amidships  to  an  inch  and  a  quarter  near  the  bows, 
where  greater  amount  of  solidity  is  required  to  sustain  the  concussion  of 
ramming  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  They  are  in  length  some  fifteen  feet, 
and  two  feet  wide.  They  are  secured  with  straps  of  iron  at  the  end 
joints,  riveted  on  from  inside. 

The  teak  backing  begins  where  the  outer  skin  of  the  hull  ends,  viz, 
four  feet  under  water,  and  is  composed  of  square  logs  a  foot  thick. 
Heavy  fastenings  go  through  them,  the  bolts  driven  from  the  outside 
and  secured  within.  On  one  ship  they  are  placing  the  armor  plates,  and 
they  will  be  launched  complete,  except  the  engines. 

This  circumstance  will  keep  them  for  some  time  longer  on  the  stocks 
than  had  been  heretofore  supposed.    The  impression  was  that  the 

launch  would  take  place  before  the  armor  was  fixed. 

*****  #•*# 

The  turrets  axe  formed  of  upright  angle  irons,  riveted  at  the  foot  to 
a  circle  ofwrought  iron,  with  reverse  angle  irons,  to  which  inside  plates 
are  fastened,  also  thin  plates  on  the  outside.  They  will  not  be  placed  in 
the  ships  till  after  the  launch,  when  they  will  be  covered  with  solid  iron 

plates,  or  soft  steel. 

#*#♦*#**# 

In  conclusion  I  would  state  that,  in  order  to  give  an  accurate,  detailed, 
and  technical  description  of  the  above-named  vessels,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  the  confidence  and  plans  of  the  builders,  and  to  go  over  the 
ships  with  their  explanatory  remarks  in  assistance.  So  far  from  being 
possessed  of  these  advantages  I  have  only  succeeded  in  seeing  them  at 
rarCxintervals,  .and  then  I  was  compelled  not  to  manifest  too  lively  an 
interest  in  regard  to  them,  as  the  builders  are  suspicious  of  all  visitors,  and 
will  not  allow  any  information  to  be  given  by  their  employes,  nor  will  they 
themselves  give  any.  What  little  I  have  been  able  to  give  an  authentic 
account  of  I  have  learned  by  the  aid  of  my  own  eyes  only.  •  To  the  best 
of  my  belief  they  will  not  be  ready  to  leave  this  port  before  the  expira- 
tion of  three  months  from  date. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  103.]  United  States  Constjiate, 

Liverpool,  July  3, 1863. 
gjjj.  ******* 

It  is  reported  through  the  town  to-day  thtit  one  of  the  vessels  at 
Lairds'  is  to  be  launched  to-morrow.  I  think  the  report  is  correct.  It 
would  therefore  be  well  for  the  department  to  consider  at  once  what  is 
best  to  be  done  in  the  event  of  the  government  here  refusing  to  stop  these 
vessels,  a  contingency  quite  probable.  Our  evidence,  or  that  which  we 
now  have,  is  not  very  strong.  It  does  not  bring  the  building  directly 
home  to  the  southern  confederacy.  It  is  not  direct  or  positive,  and 
even  if  it  was,  the  authorities  might  shield  themselves  under  the  ruling 
of  Chief  Baron  Pollock  in  the  Alexandra  case,  and  refuse  to  stop  them. 
The  department  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  Lairds  is 
a  member  of  Parliament,  and  the  government  here  will  be  more  averse 
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to  doing  anything  against  him  than  they  would  against  a  private  indi- 
vidual who  had  no  inliaence  or  voice  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  am 
doing  all  I  can  to  strengthen  and  obtain  additional  evidence  against 
these  vessels,  but  find  it  now  much  more  difficult  than  it  was  before  the 
trial  of  the  case  against  the  Alexandra.  The  cry  they  have  got  up 
against  me,  and  the  spy  system  which  they  say  I  have  inaugurated,  has 
driven  almost  all  my  men  away. 

The  men  who  gave  evidence  in  that  case,  or  most  of  them,  have  been 
losers  by  it ;  some  have  been  turned  out  of  employment,  and  others  lost 
jobs.  (Neil  Black,  a  ship-carpenter,  has  been  informed  by  three  firms 
for  whom  he  worked  that  they  should  remove  their  business  from  him 
because  he  testified  in  that  case.)  The  feeling  is  deep  and  strong  against 
us,  and  the  whole  town  seems  to  take  sides  with  those  who  are  building 
these  vessels.  The  effect  has  been  to  intimidate  those  who  are  well  dis- 
posed, and  caused  many  who  were  in  my  employ  to  refuse  longer  to 
serve  me.  It  is  not  at  all  certain  that  any  jury  in  this  country  would 
condemn  a  vessel,  let  the  evidence  be  ever  so  conclusive.  I  have  strong 
doubts  in  my  mind  whether  the  jury  in  the  Alexandra  case  would  have 
found  a  verdict  against  the  vessel  even  if  the  judge  had  charged  them  to 
do  so.  In  view  of  the  strong  probability  that  this  government  will  not 
interfere,  either  from  information  or  the  lack  of  positive  proof,  would  it 
not  be  well  to  have  a  number  of  war  vessels  here  at  different  ports  in 
England,  to  seize  the  iron-clads  as  soon  as  they  sail  ?  I  am  told  the  tur- 
rets are  ready  to  be  placed  in  the  vessels  as  soon  as  they  are  launched. 
S"o  doubt  masts,  machinery,  and  everything  else  are  ready,  and  will  be 
put  in,  and  the  vessels  dispatched  immediately.  IsTo  time  must  be  lost. 
Whatever  is  done  must  be  done  at  once. 

If  these  vessels  get  out,  they  will  do  us  much  mischief.  There  are  not 
many  fortifications  or  vessels  able  to  resist  them.  I  doubt  if  we  have 
anything  in  the  navy,  either  for  speed  or  invulnerability,  that  will  equal 
these  monsters.  Their  armament  wUl  be  heavy  and  of  the  most  im- 
proved modern  invention.  ISo  pains  or  expense  has  been  spared  in 
their  construction ;  everything  has  been  done  that  science  or  experience 
could  suggest  to  make  them  perfect  and  invulnerable.  You  must  not  be 
deceived ;  I  assure  you  they  are  aU  I  have  represented.  Not  a  moment 
should  be  lost  in  preparing  to  meet  them. 

I  hope  to  stop  them  here ;  shall  do  all  that  can  be  done,  but  my  efibrts 
may  fail,  quite  likely  will  fail.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  pre- 
pare to  meet  them,  either  on  the  ocean  or  in  our  own  seaboard  ports. 
My  object  in  writing  is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  impending  dan- 
ger. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  104.]  •     United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  4,  1863. 
Sir-:  The  ram  at  Lairds'  was  launched  to-day  about  one  o'clock.    She 
has  been  taken  into  one  of  their  private  docks  to  receive  her  masts  and 
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sngines.    I  shall  procure  evidence  and  make  out  the  best  case  I  can 
against  her.    No  doubt  she  will  be  got  ready  as  soon  as  possible.    I  am 

act  sanguine  about  stopping  her. 

#  #      1  #  *  *  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — One  of  the  Lairds  stated  yesterday  that  these  rams  were  origi* 
aally  intended  for  the  Emperor  of  China,  but  that  they  had  sold  them 
bo  the  French  government.  At  the  time  of  the  launch  the  English  flag 
(vas  at  the  stern  and  the  French  flag  on  a  pole  amidships.  From  this 
;hey  no  doubt  intend  to  set  up  the  pretense  that  she  is  for  the  French. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 
N'O.  449.]  LEaATION  OF   THE   UNITED   STATES, 

London,  July  10, 1863. 
gjjj .    *  *  *  *  *  #  * 

But  I  regret  to  say  that  the  gravest  case  of  all  is  now  requiring  your 
ittention.  One  of  the  iron-clad  war  vessels  which  have  been  for  so  long 
1  time  in  process  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Lairds'  yard,  in  Liverpool,  has 
it  last  been  launched,  and  is  to  be  seen  at  that  place.  I  shall  not  en- 
large upon  her  character,  as  you  will  doubtless  receive  full  details  from 
mother  source.  Of  one  thing  there  can  be  no  doubt,  she  is  a  very 
formidable  war  ship.  Neither  do  I  question  the  purpose  for  which  she 
is  designed.  Mr.  Dudley  has  already  furnished  me  with  some  testi- 
aiouy,  which  I  propose  to  lay  before  her  Majesty's  government  as  a 
basis  for  solemn  remonstrance,  so  soon  as  the  necessary  copies  shall  have 
been  made  out.  The  better  opinion  is,  that  it  will  take  several  weeks  to 
prepare  her  for  departure.  In  the  mean  while  it  will  be  well  for  the 
government  to  make  as  much  use  of  the .  warning  as  possible,  in  order 
aot  to  be  taken  unawares.  So  far  as  the  matter  depends  upon  me 
[  shall  endeavor,  as  fully  as  I  can,  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  my  instruc- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISTo.  107.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  10, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  application  which  I 
made  to  the  collector  of  customs  in  Liverpool  on  the  7th  instant,  to  stop 
the  iron-clad  ram  building  for  the.  insurgents  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at 
Birkenhead,  and  launched  from  their  yajd  on  Saturday  last :  also  copies 
jf  the  affidavits*  of  Captain  William  H.  Eussell,  J.  EUis,  C.  E.  Yonge, 


1863, 


For  these  inclosures,  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  453,  July  16, 
3. 
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G.  T.  Chapman,  and  my  own,  upon  which  said  application  was  based.  The 
application  was  made  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Mr.  Squarey, 
my  attorney,  attended  me  before  the  collector  and  conducted  the  pro- 
ceedings. No  answer,  as  yet,  has  been  received  to  the  application.  I 
took  copies  of  all  these  papers  to  London  and  delivered  them  to  Mr. 
Adams  on  Wednesday  last,  who  has  laid  them  before  Earl  Eussell. 

I  hope  the  government  .will  take  steps  to  prevent  this  vessel  from 
sailing.  You  will  observe  that  Captain  Russell  and  Mr.  ElUs  swear  the 
vessel  "  is  armed  with  a  ram  on  the  stem  to  destroy  vessels."  This 
meets  Baron  Pollock's  -^iew  of  the  law  as  laid  down  in  the  Alexandra 
case.  He  held  to  constitute  an  offense  under  the  act,  that  the  vessel 
must  be  armed  in  British  waters. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Wtt.t.tAjVt  H.  Sbvtaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  453.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  16, 1863. 

SiE :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord 
EusseU  of  the  11th  instant,  making  a  representation  on  the  subject  of 
the  iron-clad  vessel  launched  from  Mr.  Laird's  yard  at  Liverpool.  It  has 
been  acknowledged  by  his  lordship  in  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  also 
appended. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Dudley  two  additional  depositions,  which  I 
purpose  to  transmit  to  his  lordship  this  day. 

It  is  stated  in  the  newspapers  that  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  have 
issued  a  notice  to  the  naval  reserve  that  any  member  taking  service  with 
a  belligerent  will  forfeit  all  his  privileges.  Shipping  masters  are  re- 
quested to  report  all  cases,  so  that  they  may  be  dealt  with. 

On  the  whole,  I  think  there  is  an  increasing  conviction  of  the  neces- 
sity to  enforce  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  notwithstanding  the  strong 
leanings  of  the  higher  classes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  11,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  It  is  with  unaffected  regret  that  I  perform  the  duty  incum- 
bent on  mc,  as  the  representative  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
of  laying  before  you  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Liverpool,  and  of  four  depositions,  aU  intended  to  show  a  deter- 
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mined  perseverance  in  the  same  acts  of  hostility  at  the  port  of  Liverpool 
■which  have  formed  the  subject  of  my  remonstrances  almost  from  the  day 
I  had  the  honor  first  to  occupy  this  post. 

In  many  preceding  communications  I  have  endeavored  to  set  forth  the 
facts  which  appear  to  me  io  prove,  beyond  the  posibillity  of  a  doubt,  the 
establishment  on  the  part  of  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States  of  a  sys- 
tematic plan  of  warfare  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States,  carried  on 
from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  as  well  as  in  less  degree  from  other  ports  in 
this  kingdom.  ■  In  this  policy  the  persons  who  have  been  sent  out  and 
have  acted  as  agents  have  received  the  aid  and  effective  co-operation  of 
numbers  of  her  Majesty's  subjects.  The  results  of  this  conduct  have 
been  felt  in  the  dispatch  of  numbers  of  steam  vessels,  laden  with  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  of  every  description,  together  with  other  supplies, 
weU  adapted  to  procrastinate  the  struggle,  with  a  purpose  of  breaking 
a  blockade  legitimately  established  and  fully  recognized  by  her  Majesty 
in  the  proclamation  issued  by  her  forbidding  all  such  acts. 

It  is  needless  to  point  out  to  your  lordship  how  'exclusively  tliis  busi- 
ness has  been  carried  on  by  British  subjects  in  British  vessels,  and  how 
much  the  burden  of  war  has  been  increased  by  the  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing a  corresponding  naval  force  on  the  ocean  in  order  to  suppress  it. 
Nor  yet  will  I  enlarge  upon  the  use  to  which  the  British  islands  of  Ber- 
muda and  New  Providence  have  been  put  by  British  subjects,  as  con- 
venient points  for  the  storing  of  all  these  supplies,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  be  more  easily  dispatched  to  their  illegal  destination. 

But,  not  satisfied  with  the  aid  thus  obtained,  the  next  step  of  the 
agents  alluded  to  has  been  to  enlist  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  British 
subjects  in  constructing  for  their  use  steam  vessels  expressly  adapted  to 
the  object  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  extent  to  which  this  has  been  actually  procured  has 
been  made  visible  to  your  lordship  in  the  various  remonstrances  hereto- 
fore presented  by  myself  to  your  attention,  unhappily  too  little  heeded 
to  secure  prevention,  and  still  more  by  the  fact  that  for  all  the  vessels 
now  on  the  ocean  engaged  in  the  work  of  depredation  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  British  subjects  must  be  held  responsible  in 
regard  to  their  construction,  equipment,  manning,  and  outfit. 

Furthermore,'  it  appears  that  the  aforesaid  agents,  under  express  in- 
structions from  the  so-called  authorities  of  the  insurgents,  who  soon  fell 
short  in  the  pecuniary  means  to  conduct  these  extensive  warlike  opera- 
tions, have  solicited  the  assistance  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  king- 
dom in  advancing  to  them  the  funds  to  be  appropriated  to  these  objects. 
The  purpose  of  this  application,  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  people  of . 
the  United  States  with  the  means  thus  raised,  was  distinctly  declared. 
To  that  end  a  loan  of  three  millions  of  pounds  sterling  was  proposed. 
That  negotiation  was  entered  into,  and  the  means  have  actually  been 
obtained  in  a  great  measure  from  the  contributions  of  her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. 

Thus  it  is  manifest  that  aU  of  those  things  denominated  the  sinews  of 
war,  to  wit :  men  and  money,  ships,  arms,  gunpowder,  and  supplies,  have 
been  continually  furnished  by  her  Majesty's  subjects  almost  from  the 
beginning  of  the  contest.  A  war  has  thus  been  practically  conducted  by 
a  portion  of  her  people  against  a  government  with  which  her  Majesty  is 
under  the  most  solemn  of  all  national  engagements  to  preserve  a  lasting 
and  durable  peace. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  in  the  mean  time  tried  not  to 
be  wanting  in  performing  the  obligations  incumbent  upon  it  as  a  friend 
of  Great  Britain.    In  every  particular  in  which  it  has  been  called  upon 
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in  a  suitable  maimer  it  has  labored  promptly  to  meet  and  satisfy  every 
just  cause  of  complaint.  So  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  difd- 
culties  in  which  it  has  been  placed,  it  has  assiduously  striven  to  culti- 
vate the  most  kindly  relations.  It  has  been,  therefore,  with  the  great- 
est regret  that  it  has  been  compelled  to  feel  itself  the  innocent  object  of 
a  degree  of  active  malevolence  from  a  portion  of  her  Majesty's  subjects 
which  has  largely  contributed  to  aggravate  the  severity  of  its  trials.  The 
fact  that  the  aid  extended  to  this  rebellion  has  had  its  source  almost  ex- 
clusively from  her  Majesty's  subjects  is  made  too  notorious  by  the  events 
of  the  struggle  to  need  to  be  further  enlarged  upon.  In  making  this  rep- 
resentation I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  implying  the  smallest 
disposition  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  in  any  way  to  sanc- 
tion or  even  to  tolerate  the  proceedings  complained  of.  On  the  contrary, 
I  cheerfully  record  my  conviction  that  they  condemn  them  as  practical 
infringements  of  international  obligations,  which  it  is  their  desire  to  pre- 
vent with  all  the  means  under  their  control.  Fruitless  as  have  been  the 
greater  part  of  the  remonstrances  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make,  I 
am  well  aware  that  the  causes  assigned  for  it  do  not  relate  to  the  want  of 
will  so  much  as  to  the  absence  of  power  in  the  existing  laws  to  reach  a 
remedy.  But  admitting  this  to  be  the  case,  if  an  injury  be  inflicted  upon 
an  innocent  friendly  nation,  it  surely  cannot  be  a  satisfiactory  reply  to  its 
complaints  to  say  that  the  government,  having  the  will,  is  not  also  clothed 
with  the  hecessq.ry  powers  to  make  reparation  for  the  past  and  effective 
prevention  for  the  future. 

Having  thus  acquitted  myself  of  the  painful  duty  of  recapitulating  the 
points  I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  present,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  evidence  of  the  last  and  gravest 
act  of  intentional  hostility  yet  committed.  It  is ,  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  a  steam  vessel  of  war,  of  the  most  formidable  kind  now 
known,  in  the  port  of  Liverpool.  All  the  appliances  of  British  skill  to 
the  arts  of  destruction  appear  to  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  injury  to  the  people  of  the  United,  States.  The  very  construc- 
tion of  such  a  vessel,  in  a  country  itself  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  with- 
out any  explanation  of  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied,  is  calcu- 
lated to  excite  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  those  involved  in  a  contest  where 
only  ifccould  be  expected  to  be  made  of  use.  But  when  it  further  appears 
that  it  is  constructed  by  parties  who  have  been  already  proved  to  have 
furnished  one  vessel  of  war  to  the  insurgents  in  America,  and  who  are 
now  shown  to  be  acting  in  co-operation  with  their  well-known  agents  on 
the  spot  in  the  preparation  of  that  now  in  question,  it  is  not  unnatural  that 
such  proceedings  should  be  regarded  by  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  with  the  greatest  alarm,  as  virtually  tantamount  to  a 
participation  in  the  war  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  a  degree 
which,  if  not  seasonably  prevented,  cannot  fail  to  endanger  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  both  countries.  I  trust  I  need  not  assure  your  lordship 
how  deeply  concerned  is  the  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent in  the  view  of  any  such  possibility,  and  how  earnestly  it  hopes 
that  her  Majesty's  government,  having  the  will,  may  find  itself  likewise 
vested  with  the  needful  power  to  guard  against  any  such  occurrence. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  con- 
sideration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  application,  by  me 
made  yesterday,  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  to  stop  the 
iron-clad  ram  building  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  and  launched  from  their  yard  on  Saturday 
last ;  also  copies  of  William  H.  Eussell's,  Joseph  Ellis's,  Clarence  E. 
Yonge's,  G.  T.  Chapman's,  and  my  own  affidavits,  upon  which  the  appli- 
cation was  based.  The  affidavits  were  made  before,  and  the  originals  left 
with,  the  said  collector. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Editards. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  for  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies,  do 
liereby  apply  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  seiaie  and  detain  an  iron-clad  steam  vessel  of  war, 
launched  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  on  the 
4th  day  of  July  instant,  and  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid,  with  her 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunition, 
and  stores  which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  the  said  vessel,  pursilant 
bo  the  power  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the  7th  section  of  the  act 
of  Parliament,  (59  George  III,  c.  69,)  on  the  ground  that  said  vessel  is 
being  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out,  and  armed,  in  order  that  such  ves- 
sel shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exercise 
the  power  of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
and  with  the  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  govern- 
ment her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

Dated  July  7,  1863. 

T.  H.  DUDLEY. 

Samuel  Price  Edwards," 

Collector  of  Customs,  Liverpool. 


Depositions  of  W.  S.  Russell  aiid  Joseph  Ellis. 

We,  William  Hayden  Eussell,  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
iu  the  United  States  of  America,  master  mariner,  now  at  Liverpool,  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  ia  England,  and  Joseph  Ellis,  of  No.  161  Athol 
street,  in  Liverpool,  aforesaid,  master  shipwright,  make  oath  and  say  as 
follows : 

1.  I,  the  said  William  Hayden  Russell,  for  myself  say,  I  have  been  in 
command  of  American  merchant  vessels  for  the  last  thirty  years,  and 
for  the  last  eighteen  years  I  have  commanded  packet  ships  trading 
between  New  York  and  Liverpool ;  I  have  frequently  been  on  board 
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Britisli  and  American  vessels  of  war  of  all  classes,  and  I  am  well 
acquainted  witli  their  mode  of  construction. 

2.  I,  the  said  Joseph  Ellis,  for  myself  say,  I  have  been  regularly 
brought  up  to  the  business  of  a  shipwright,  and  I  have  assisted  in  the 
construction  of  iron-clad  vessels  of  war. 

3.  And  we,  the  said  William  Hayden  EusseU  and  Joseph  EUis',  for 
ourselves  say  as  follows : 

On  Saturday  last,  the  4th  day  of  July  instant,  we  were  present  in  the 
ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  and  Company,  at  Birkenhead,  when 
an  iron-clad  steam  vessel  buUt  by  them  was  launched. 

4.  The  vessel  in  question  was  one  of  the  iron-clad  steam  vessels  built 
alongside  of  each  other,  at  the  southern  end  of  the  yard,  and  which  ap- 
peared to  be  in  all  material  respects  similar  to  each  other. 

5.  Before  the  said  vessel  was  launched  we  carefully  examined  her 
externally.  We  -walked  along  the  whole  length  of  the  vessel  within 
seven  or  feight  yards  of  her,  and  saw  the  wfiole  structure  of  the  vessel 
fiom  the  keel  upwards. 

.6.  The  said  vessel  is,  to  the  best  of  our  judgment,  about  two  hundred 
and  thirty  feet  long,  with  from  thirty-eight  to  forty  feet  beam.  She  is 
covered  with  iron  plates  from  the  point  of  a  ram,  or  piercer,  projecting 
from  her  stem  to  withiu  about  twenty  feet  from  her  stern.  We  saw  an 
iron  plate,  which  one  of  the  foremen  in  the  yard  informed  us  was  pre- 
pared for  the  other  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels,  and  similar  to  the 
plates  upon  the  vessel  which  we  saw  launched.  The  thickness  of  such 
plate  was  about  four  and  one-half  inches.  The  said  vessel  had  a  space 
at  the  stern  covered  over  with  an  iron-plated  houge  of  great  strength, 
and  there  was  a  large  space  forward,  apparently  intended  for  a  fore- 
castle, which  was  also  covered  with  a  similar  iron  house. 

7.  The  ram  or  piercer  which  we  have  mentioned  is  a  prolongation  of 
the  stem  of  the  vessel,  projecting  about  seven  feet  from  a  perpendicular 
line  drawn  from  the  upper  part  of  the  stem.  It  is  of  immense  strength, 
and  is  so  placed  that  when  the  vessel  is  in  sea-goiag  trim,  with  her  en- 
gines and  stores  on  board,  the  upper  part  of  it  would  be,  as  far  as  we 
can  judge,  two  or  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

8.  On  the  quay,  near  the  said  vessel,  and  also  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Com- 
pany's yard,  we  saw  two  circular  iron  turrets  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion, such  as  would  'be  used  for  carrying  turret  guns  on  board  such  a 
vessel.  The  diameter  of  each  of  these  turrets,  as  well  as  we  could  judge, 
was  about  20  feet.  The  frames  of  these  turrets  were  of  iron,  of  great 
strength,  placed  about  15  inches  apart  from  each  other,  and  they  were 
e\ddently  prepared  to  receive  planking  and  iron  plating. 

9.  The  said  vessel  was  buUt  in  all  respects  as  an  iron-clad  vessel  of 
war,  and  is  armed,  as  above  mentioned,  with  a  projecting  ram  or  piercer 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  and  sinking  other  vessels.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  said  vessel  is  an  iron-clad  ram  of  the  most 
formidable  description,  and  cannot  be  intended  for  any  purpose  but  that 
of  war. 

W.  H.  EUSSELL, 
JOSEPH  ELLIS. 

The  said  William  Hayden  Eussell  and  Joseph  Ellis  were  severally 
sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  7th. day  of  Jtily,  1863, 
before  me.  ' 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS, 

Collector,  Liverpool. 
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Deposition  of  Clarence  B.  Tonge. 

Clarence  Eandolpli  Tonge,  of  the  State  of  Geojrgia,  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  late  paymaster  on  board  the  steamer  Alabama,  formerly 
called  the  290,  built  by  William  and  John  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead, 
makes  oath  and  says: 

I  know  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the 
United  States,  now  residing  at  Waterloo,  near  Liverpool,  England.  He 
is  a  commander  in  the  navy  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica; his  business  in  England  is  superintending  the  building  of  iron-clads 
and  other  war  vessels  for  the  Confederate  States.  In  the  autumn  of  1861 
Captain  Bullock  came  from  England  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  in  the  Eng- 
lish steamer  Fingal.  At  that  time  I  was  in  the  naval  paymaster's  office 
in  Savannah,  Georgia,  under  the  confederate  government.  Previous  to 
Captain  Bullock  leaving  England,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  he  had  con- 
tracted for  two  steamers  for  the  confederate  government — one  Called  the 
Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  built  by  WiUiam  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  of  Liv- 
erpool; "the  other  the  290,  afterwards  called  the  Eureka,  and  now  called 
the  Alabama,  built  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead.  Captain  Bul- 
lock was  about  to  return  to  England  to  look  after  the  completion  of 
these  steamers  and  to  assume  command  of  the  Alabama,  and  wanted 
some  one  to  accompany  him.  I  was  recommended  by  the  paymaster  at 
Savannah  to  Captain  Bullock.  I  was  then  released  by  the  paymaster 
from  my  engagement,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  by  Captain  Bul- 
lock, under  the  written  authority  of  S.  E..  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  of -the  Confederate  States,  a  paymaster  in  the  confederate  navy,  and 
assigned  to  the  steamer  Alabama.  We  sailed  for  England  in  the  steamer 
Annie  Childs,  commanded  by  Captain  W^Uliam  Hammer,  from  Wilming- 
ton, ]!forth  Carolina,  about  the  5th  day  of  February,  1862.  Captain 
James  D.  Bullock,  Lieutenant  John  Low,  Midshipmen  Eugene  Maffitt  and 
B.  M.  Anderson,  and  myself,  came  over  in  the  Childs.  Low,  Maffitt,  and 
Anderson  are  now  on  the  Alabama.  We  arrived  at  Liverpool  about  the 
11th  of  March,  1862.  I  continued  as  paymaster  in  the  confederate  navy 
from  the  time  of  my  appointment  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  up  .to  the  time 
of  my  leaving  the  steamer  Alabama,  at  Port  Eoyal,  in  January,  1863.  I 
went  out  in  the  Alabama  when  she  sailed  from  England,  on  the  29th  of 
July,  as  paymaster,  and  acted'  as  such,  on  said  vessel,  up  to  the  time  of 
my  leaving  her  as  aforesaid.  Previous  to  our  leaving  Wilmington,  in 
February,  I  acted  as  a  clerk  to  Captain  Bullock,  and  attended  to  his 
coixespondence  with  the  confederate  government  and  others,  and  from 
this  correspondence  and  other  circumstances  I  know  that  he  is  a  com- 
mander in  the  confederate  navy;  that  he  had  contracted  for  building  the 
two  vessels  now  called  the  Florida  and  Alabama  for  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment aforesaid,  and  was  and  is  their  acknowledged  agent  for  building 
and  fitting  out  naval  or  war  vessels  for  the  so-called  confederate  govern- 
ment, to  cruise  against  and  to  make  war  upon  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  I  wrote  letters  for  Captain  Bullock  (which  he 
signed)  to  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  confederate  navy,  and  saw 
letters  from  the  secretary  to  Captain  Bullock.  There  was  much  cor- 
respondence about  building  the  two  above  named  and  other  war  vessels 
in  England  for  the  confederate  government,  and  about  the  money  to  pay 
for  the  same,  and  those  thereafter  to  be  built  in  England.  From  this 
correspondence,  and  the  transactions  afterwards  with  the  firm  of  Eraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  I  learned  that  Lieutenant  James  H.  I^Torth 
had  been  sent  over  to  England,  by  the  confederate  government,  to  make 
contracts  in  England  for  building  and  fitting  out  iron-clad  vessels  for 
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said  coufederate  gOTernment,  for  the  piorpose  of  committing  acts  of  hos- 
tility against  aud  making  war  upon  the  government  and  people  of  the 
United  States. 

Captain  Bullock  was  directed  by  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  con- 
federate na^'y,  in  the  correspondence  to  which  I  have  referred,  to  aid 
Lieutenant  North,  and  assist  him  in  getting  up  and  making  contracts 
for  building  and  iitting  out  these  iron-clad  vessels  in  England 

When  we  came  over  to  England,  it  was  understood  by  myself,  and  the 
other  ofiQcers  who  accompanied  us,  that  Captain  Bullock  was  to  have  the 
command  of  the  Alabama,  which  was  then  building  by  the  Lairds  at 
Birkenhead,  and  I  was  to  go  in  her  as  pajTnaster.  I  came  over  for  this 
express  purpose.  From  the  time  of  my  coming  to  England,  in  March, 
1862,  until  I  sailed  in  the  Alabama,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1862,  my  prin- 
ciiJal  business  was  to  pay  the  offlcers  of  the  confederate  navy  who  were 
over  here  in  England,  and  attached  to  the  Alabama,  sent  here  to  join 
and  sail  in  her  when  finished.  I  used  to  pay  them  monthly,  about  the 
first  of  the  month,  at  the  oflflce  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  in  Liverpool. 
I  drew  the  money  for  that  purpose  from  this  iirm.  Captain  Bullock  kept 
aU  his  papers  at  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s,.and  transacted  his  business 
in  one  of  the  private  ofi&ces  of  this  firm.  I  was  in  the  habit,  during  my 
stay  in  Liverpool,  of  visiting  this  ofSce  very  frequently,  almost  every 
day,  and  saw,  heard,  and  knew  what  was  being  done  and  going  on.  I 
also  made  visits  to  Lairds'  yard,  in  Birkenhead,  where  the  Alabama  was 
'  biulding.  I  saw  Captain  Bullock  there  at  times  in  the  yard  with  the 
Lairds.  I  also  saw  the  Lairds  at  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office  with 
Captain  Bullock.  On  one  of  the  occasions  of  my  visit  to  Captain  Bul- 
lock, at  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office,  in  Liverpool,  I  made  for  him  a 
copy  of  the  original  contract  between  himself  and  the  firm  of  William 
and  John  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  for  building  the  Alabama.  This 
copy  I  had  with  me  while  I  was  serving  as  paymaster  on  that  ship,  and 
it  was  left  on  that  vessel  by  me.  1  also  frequently  made  copies  of  other 
papers,  letters,  &c.,  for  Captain  Bullock.  Before  we  sailed  in  the  A'la- 
bama  I  saw  the  plans,  drawings,  and  specifications,  made  and  furnished 
by  the  firm  of  William  and  John  Laird  &  Co.,  for  building  the  iron-clad 
rams  for  the  so-called  confederate  government;  I  think  it  was  in  the 
month  of  June,  1862;  it  was  in  the  office  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  in 
Liverpool.  Captain  Bullock  had  them.'  Mr.  Ereeman,  the  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  Alabama,  and  several  other  officers  were  there  with  myself 
and  Captain  Bullock  examining  them.  A  set  of  plans  and  specifications 
for  building  these  iron-clad  rams  had  been  previously  sent  over  to  Eich- 
mond  for  the  approval  of  the  confederate  government.  The  Messrs. 
Laird  had  some  doubts  whether  the  British  government  would  permit 
them  to  build  and  fit  out  the  vessels  with  towers  or  turrets  on  them,  and 
were  going  to  ascertain,  through  the  Mr.  Laird  who  was  a  member  of 
Parliament,  whether  they  would  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

After  we  left  Liverpool  Mr.  Lowe  told  me  the  keel  of  one  of  these  iron- 
clad rams  had  been  laid  by  the  Lairds  at  their  yard  before  Ave  sailed, 
which  was  afterwards  corroborated  by  Mr.  Ereeman,  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  Alabama,  who  stated  to  me  that  he  had  been  over  to  the  yard  and 
seen  it. 

Captain  Bullock  had  made  himself  so  useful  and  efficient  in  building 
war  vessels  in  England  that  the  confederate  government  was  not  willing 
for  him  to  take  command  of  the  Alabama,  but  required  him  to  remain 
and  superintend  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  the  iron-clads  to  be  built 
by  the  Lairds  and  others  in  England.  1  learned  this  from  himself.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  the  navy  department  to  remain  to 


o 


32  ENFOECEMENT   OP   NEUTRALITY. 


look  after  and  superintend  the  building  of  these  very  iron-clads.  He  is 
very  anxious  to  have  command  of  a  vessel,  and  expected  in  the  first 
place  to  have  the  Oreto,  then  to  have  the  Alabama.  He  told  me,  just 
before  I  left,  he  would  not  let  all  of  the  iron-clads  slip  through  his  hands, 
as  the  Oreto  and  Alabama  had. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1863, 1  went  to  the  ship-yard  of  Willam  and  John 
Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead.  In  the  southerly  part  of  their  yard,  under 
the  sheds,  side  by  side,  saw  two  iron-clad  ram  steamers  which  they  are 
building  there.  I  believe  them  to  be  the  same  that  I  saw  on  the  plans 
and  drawings  made  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  and  in  possession  of  Captain 
Bullock  at  the  ofiSce  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  hereinbefore  mentioned. 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  about  the  matter. 

OLAHENCE  E.  YONGB. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  custom-house  in  Liverpool,,  this  6th  day  of 
April,  1863. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS. 


Deposition  of  George  T.  Chapman. 

I,  George  Temple  Chapman,  of  New  York,  in  the  "United  States  of 
America,  but  now  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  gentleman, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  last  I  had  an  occasion  to 
call  at  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Oo.'s  office,  in  Liverpool,  to  see  Cap- 
tain Bullock,  whom  I  had  known  formerly  in  the  United  States.  Cap- 
tain Bullock  was  not  in  when  I  first  called  at  the  ofBce,  but  I  saw  Mr. 
Pridleau,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 
and  had  some  conversation  with  Mm.  In  the  course  of  such  conver- 
sation Mr.  Pridleau  told  me  that  his  firm  were  the  financial  agents  for 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  that  I  might  speak  with  him  in 
perfect  safety  on  anything  connected  with  the  South,  as  the  whole  of 
liis  establishment  were  in  the  confederate  interest.  I  noticed  that  there 
was  a  confederate  flag  displayed  in  the  office.  On  this  occasion  I  handed 
to  Mr.  Pridleau  some  letters  which  had  been  given  to  me  by  the  wife  of 
Clarence  Eandolph  Yonge,  who,  Mr.  Pridleau  told  me,  had  been  Captain 
Bullock's  secretary,  and  afterwards  purser'  of  the  Alabama. 

2.  On  the  day  following,  on  which  I  had  the  conversation  above  men- 
tioned with  Mr.  Pridleau,  I  called  again  at  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.'s  office,  and  saw  there  Captain  Bullock,  who  told  me  that  he  had 
seen  the  letters  which  I  had  left  with  Mr.  Pridleau,  but  that  they  were 
of  no  importance,  and  that  he  never  trusted  Yonge  with  anything 
important.  Captain  Bullock  told  me  that  he  came  to  Liverpool  to  build 
and  procure  ships  and  vessels  of  war  for  the  confederate  service.  He 
referred  to  the  Alabama  and  the  Oreto  or  Florida,  as  two  of  the  ships 
he  had  fitted  out,  and  said  that  he  was  fitting  out  more;  but  that  he 
managed  so  that  he  could  defy  any  one  to  prove  that  he  was  fitting  them 
out  for  the  use  of  the  confederate  government. 

3.  While  I  was  with  Captain  Bullock,  Lieutenant  John  Eandolph 
Hamilton,  son  of  Governor  Hamilton,  of  South  CaroUna,  (formerly  a 
lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy,)  came  in,  and  I  recognized  him. 
I  first  knew  him  at  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  in  the  United  States, 
where  we  were  midshipmen  together.  I  knew  him  afterwards  as  lieu- 
tenant in  the  United  States  service.  He  told  me  he  had  become  a 
lieutenant  in  the  confederate  service,  and  that  he  came  over  to  Liver- 
pool, by  direction  of  the  Confederate  States  government,  to  assist  Cap- 
tain Bullock  in  the  fitting  out  of  vessels,  and  to  advise  Messrs.  Fraser, 
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Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  to  give  his  advice  generally,  in  the  interests  of 
the  confederate  government.  The  said  John  Randolph  Hamilton  told 
me  that  he  and  Bullock  had  a  private  office  in  Traser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s 
house  of  business,  and  that  the  Alabama  was  built  according  to  a  model 
prepared  by  Captain  Bullock,  and  that  Lairds  were  not  entitled  to  any 
credit  for  that  ship.  He  spoke  without  hesitation  about  the  Oreto, 
which  they  had  sent  out,  and  both  he  and  Captain  Bullock  spoke  of 
themselves  as  the  employes  of  the  confederate  government,  and  that 
they  were  paid  as  such. 

4.  In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  last  a  Captain  Morton,  who 
is  the  overlooker  of  Messrs.  Boult,  English  &  -Brandon,  of  Liverpool, 
merchants,  took  me  with  him  to  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.^s  shipbuilding- 
yard,  at  Birkenhead,  in  order  that  I  might  see  two  iron  rams  or  vessels 
of  war,  which  he  said  were,  without  doubt,  for  the  southerners.  I  saw 
the  two  vessels  in  question,  which  were  being  built  alongside  each  other 
at  the  south  end  of  the  yard.  The  hulls  were  complete,  and  the  sides 
were  covered  with  slabs  of  teak  wood  about  twelve  inches  thick.  In 
the  early  part  of  this  present  month  one  of  the  vessels,  the  more  north- 
wardly of  the  two,  had  a  great  number  of  her  iron  armor  plates  fixed. 
The  armor  plates  appeared  to  me  to  be  about  four  inches  thick.  Each 
vessel  was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  as  well  as  I  could 
judge,  and  the  deck  of  each  vessel  was  prepared  to  receive  two  turrets. 
I  saw  the  turrets  being  buUt  in  the  yard  near  the  rams  above  mentioned. 
Each  ram  had  a  stem  made  of  wrought-iron,  about  eight  inches  thick, 
prbjecting  about  flVe  feet  under  the  water-line,  and  obviously  intended 
for  the  purpose  of  penetrating  and  destroying  other  vessels.  The  rams 
in  question  were  of  immense  strength,  and  could  by  no  possibility  be 
intended  for  anything  but  vessels  of  war.  The  only  other  vessels  build- 
ing in  the  yard  at  that  time  were  an  iron-plated  vessel  of  war  for  the 
British  government,  to  be  called  the  "  Agincourt,"  and  two  merchant 
vessels,  one  a  steamer  and  the  other  a  sailing  ship. 

5.  1  saw  the  above-mentioned  John  Randolph  Hamilton  some  days 
after  I  had  seen  the  rams  above-mentioned ;  I  met  him  at  his  request 
at  the  Angel  Hotel,  in  Liverpool.  On  that  occasion  the  said  John  Ran- 
dolph Hamilton  told  me  that  the  rams  which  were  being  built  by  Laird 
&  Company  were  for  the  confederates. 

GEORGE  TEMPLE  CHAPMAK 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  29th  day  of 
June,  1863. 

G.  St.  GEORGE,  pro  Collector. 


Deposition  of  T.  M.  Dudley.  * 

I,  Thomas  .Haines  Dudley,  esq.,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's 
park,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  according  to  my 
religious  belief,  unlawful ;  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly 
affirm  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of 
Liverpool  and  its  dependencies. 

2.  I  say  there  is  now,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  a  war  carried 
on  between  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  certain  persons  who  have  rebelled  against  such  government,  and 
pretended  to  set  up  and  assume  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government, 
styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States. 
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3.  I  further  say  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  iuformation,  and 
belief,  no  leave  or  license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  her  Maj- 
esty the  Queen,  under  her  sign  manual,  or  any  order  in  council,  or  any 
proclamation  of  her  said  Majesty,  or  otherwise,  or  at  all  authoi'izing  any 
person  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  equip,  furnish,  fit 
out,  or  arm  ships  or  vessels,  with  intent  or  in  order  that  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  and  people 
of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  and  that  her  Majesty  is  not  now 
at  war  with  the  said  United  States. 

4.  I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  government  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  two  vessels  of  war.  One  of  them,  named 
the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  was  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  & 
Sons,  of  Liverpool,  and  another,  the  Alabama,  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co. ; 
and  they  have  been  employed  by  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States 
against  the  governinent  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
the  war  that  is  now  going  on  ;  and  armaments  and  war  crews  for  both 
the  said  vessels  went  out  in  them,  or  were  sent  out  from  England  to 
meet  the  ships  abroad,  and  were  then  placed  on  board  of  them.  On  the 
4th  of  the  present  month  of  July  another  vessel  built  by  the  said  Messrs. 
Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam  ram,  and,  as  this 
deponent  verily  believes,  built  and  intended  for  a  vessel  of  war,  was 
launched  by  them  from  their  shipbuilding  yard  at  Birkenhead,  and 
such  vessel  is  now  at  Birkenhead,  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

5.  I  say  that  I  have  read  the  afada\'its  of  George  Temple  Chapman, 
sworn  on  the  29th  day  of  June  last,  of  Clarence  Eandolph  Youge,  sworn 
on  the  6th  day  of  April  last,  and  of  William  Hayden  EusseU  and  Joseph 
Ellis,  sworn  the  7th  day  of  July  instant,  and  I  say  that  from  the  facts 
there  spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and  circumstances  aforesaid,  I  verily 
believe  and  say  that  the  said  vessel  above  mentioned  is  being  equipped, 
armed,  and  fitted  out  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  shall 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  the 
power  of  government,  and  called  tlie  Confederate  States  of  America, 
and  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  agai5ast  the  government 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Affirmed  before  me,  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  the  7th  day  of  July,  1863. 

S.  PEICE  EDWARDS,  Collector. 


'  Harl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoRBiG-N  Office,  July  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
the  11th  instant,  and  I  have  to  state  to  yoxx  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in 
communicating  with  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment relative  to  the  steam  vessel  of  war  which  is  stated  to  be  in  process 
of  construction  at  Liverpool,  in  order  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  in 
the  matter  as  can  be  legally  and  properly  adopted. 

I  have  the  honor^to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc,  &c.,  &c. 


lairds'  lEOJf-CLADS.  335 

Mr.  Dudley  to  3Ir.  Seicard. 

E"o.  111.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  Eeferring  to  dispatch  107,  and  tlie  application  made  by  me  to 
the  collector  at  Liverpool,  to  stop  the  iron-clad  steam  ram,  building  by 
the  Messrs.  Lairds,  at  Birkenhead,  for  the  rebel  govermnent,  which  was 
launched  from  their  yard  on  the  4th  instant.  I  now  inclose  you  copies  of 
two  additional  affidavits,*  one  of  John  Brady,  made  on  the  11th  instant, 
the  other  of  Austih  J.  Hand,  made  yesterday ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter* 
addressed  by  me  yesterday  to  the  collector,  inclosing  the  last  named 
affidavit.  I  forward  copies  of  these  affidavits  to  Minister  Adams,  to  be 
laid  before  Earl  Eussell. 

On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  at  the  custom-house  yesterday,  I  had  a 
conversation  with  S.  Price  Edwards,  about  these  two  rams.  He  was 
very  guarded,  and  said  he  had  no  official  information,  but  that  he  knew 
the  government  had  been  informed  by  the  parties,  that  the  vessels  were 
not  intended  for  the  insurgents,  but  were  building  for  one  of'  the  Euro- 
pean governments.  I  asked  him  for  which,  he  said  either  for  Egypt  or 
Turkey.  Upon  my  calling  this  in  question,  and  stating  my  firm  belief 
that  they  were  for  the  confederates,  he  informed  me  that  he  gave 
full  credence  to  what  the  Lairds  said  about  them.  I  replied  that  the 
Lairds  informed  General  Burgoyne  that  the  Alabama  was  for  the  Span- 
ish government,  when  they,  and  everybody  else  knew,  as  they  do  now 
in  the  case  of  these  two  rams,  that  they  are  for  the  confederate  govern- 
ment. 

I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  infer  from  this  conversation  that  the  Lairds 
"  have  been  to  the .  government  and  made  some  explanations,  and  that 
nothing  will  be  done  to  stop  these  vessels.  I  learned  from  one  of  the 
workmen  that  the  masts  are  in,  that  they  are  putting  up  the  rigging, 
covering  the  deck  with  iron  plates,  and  placing  in  the  machinery  as  fast 
as  possible.  He  thought  she  would  be  ready  for  sea  in  three  weeks. 
They  have  not  got  the  turrets  in  as  yet,  but  they  are  made  and  in  the 
yard  ready  to  be  placed  on  board.  They  are  placing  the  armor-plates  on 
the  other  ram.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  she  would  be  ready  to  Jaunch 
in  five  or  six  weeks. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard, 
[Extract.] 

No.  113.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  17, 1863. 

If  the  rams  building  by  the  Lairds  get  out,  they  will  give  us 
much  trouble.  I  regard  them  as  the  most  formidable  and  dangerous 
vessels  afloat.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  making  preparations  to  meet 
them.    They  wUl  be  fast  sailers,  making  thirteen  knots  per  hour,  armed 

*  For  affidavits  see  dispatch,  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  459.  July  24, 1863,  jiost 
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•with  tlie  heaviest  and  most  improved  guns,  and  almost,  if  not  quite, 
invulneraMe.  The  collector  told  me,,  day  before  yesterday,  that  the  con- 
tract price  for  building  each  of  them  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds  sterling.  •  This  he  no  doubt  got  from  Lairds  themselves, 
as  he  sees  and  talks  with  t-hemj  at  least  I  infer  so  from  the  way  he 

talks  to  me.  , 

*  #  #  #.  #  *  #  #'# 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


[From  British  Blue  Book  "North  America,"  No.  5,  1864,  p.  9.] 

Ko.   4. 

Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

FOKEiGN  Ofeice,  July  17, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  further  depositions  respecting  the  steam-vessel  of 
war  which  is  alleged  to  be  fitting  out  against  the  United  States  at  the 
port  of  Liverpool ;  and  I  haye  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in 
communicating  on  the  subject  with  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's 
governinent. 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSBLL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'Eo.  459.]  .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  24, 1863, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell 
of  the  16th  instant,  together  with  two  more  depositions  relating  to  .the 
iron-clad  vessel  launched  from  the  yard  of  Mr.  Laird.  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  there  is  still  much  hesitation  among  the  law  officers  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  establish  intention  in  this  case.  I 
have  not  omitted  to  convey  indirectly  my  conviction  that  any  failure  to 
act  in  season  might  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'  CHAELES  EEANCIS  ADAMS.   ' 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  16, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  two  more  affidavits,  in  addition  to  those  already  sent  with  my  note  of 
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the  11th  instant,  relating  to  the  war  vessel  now  believed  to  be  fitting  out 
against  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c. 

CHAELBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  (fee,  (fee,  (fee. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  15, 1863. 
Seb  :  Eeferring  to  the  application  that  I  made  to  you  on  the  7th  instant 
to  stop  the  iron-clad  ram  biiUding  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  insurgents 
in  the  United  States,  and  which  was  launched  on  the  4th  instant,  in 
addition  to  the  aftida\'it  I  then  submitted  to  you,  and  that  of  Joseph 
Brady,  on  the  11th  instant,  I  now  submit  one  other,  that  of  Austin 
Joseph  Hand,  which  show  s  this  vessel,  and  the  other  ram  not  j'^et  launched, 
are  being  built  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  James  D.  Bullock, 
the  well-known  agent  of  the  so-called  southern  confederacy  in  this  coun- 
try for  building  war  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


S.  Price  Edwauds,  Esq., 

Collector  at  Liverpool. 


Affidavit. 

I,  John  Brady,  of  'Eo.  10  Livingstone  street,  Birkenhead,  in  the  county 
•of  Chester,  make  oath  and  say :  I  have  worked  in  the  shipbuilding  yard 
of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  for  several  years.  I  am  now  in 
their  service  as  a  boiler-maker.  I  remember  the  keels  of  two  iron-plated 
vessels  of  war  being  laid  alongside  each  other  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
yard  about  the  end  of  last  year.  One  of  the  said  vessels  was  launched 
on  the  Ith  day  of  July  instant.  I  have  seen  Captain  Bullock  in  the  yard 
very  Jft-equently  while  the  iron-clad  vessels,  above  mentioned,  have  been 
building.  He  was  very  often  with  the  foreman  who  attended  to  the 
building  of  the  vessels  in  question,  or  with  one  of  the  Messrs.  Laird. 
He  paid  particular  attention  to  the  vessels  in  question,  and  his  business 
in  the  yard  appeared  to  be  to  look  after  the  building  of  the  vessels  above 
mentioned. 

JOHN  BEADY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  11th  day  of  July, 
1863,  before  me. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS. 

Affidavit. 

I,  Austin  Joseph  Hand,  of  35  Crosby  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  make  oath  and  say :  I  am  a  caulker,  and  work  in  the  yard 
22  A  c — ^TOL.  n 
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of  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenliaiid.  I  went  to  work  in  their  yard  just 
before  the  Alabama  was  launched,  and  have  worked  there  ever  since. 
I  remember  the  time  the  keels  of  the  two  iron-plated  steam  rams  were 
laid  alongside  of  each  other  at  the  south  end  of  their  yard.  They  were 
laid  after  the  Alabama  was  launched.  They  are  both  armed  on  the  stem 
with  a  ram,  and,  no  doubt,  are  intended  for  war  purposes.  One  of  them 
was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  the  present  month  of  July.  I  saw  the 
keels  of  these  two  vessels  laid.  I  saw  Captain  Bullock  at  the  Alabama 
before  she  was  launched,  and  afterwards  at  these  two  iron-clad  rams.  I 
have  seen  him  in  the  yard  a  number  of  times ;  sometimes  with  one  of 
the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  other  times  with  the  foreman  of  the  yard.  He  was 
there  assisting  and  superintending  the  laying  of  the  keels  of  these  two 
iron-clad  rams.  On  the  occasions  I  have  spoken  of,  when  I  have  seen 
Captain  Bullock  in  the  yard  since  the  launching  of  the  Alabama,  his 
business  seemed  to  be  in  connection  with  these  two  iron-clad  rams  and 
the  superintendence  of  their  building. 

ATJSTm  J.  HAND. 

Swern  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  this  15th 
day  of  July,  1863. 

SAM.  PEICB  EDWAEDS. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  667.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  July  has  been  received  and  has 
been  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  remonstrance  you  have  presented  to  Earl  Eussell  in  regard  to  the 
preparation  of  the  new  steam  rams  is'  approved.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  I  iind  that  you  have  thus  anticipated,  and  have  executed  in  so  effect- 
ive a  manner,  the  chief  part  of  the  instructions  contained  in  my  dispatch 
addressed  to  you  oa  the  11th  instant,  and  numbered  651.  Nor  is  it  less 
gratifying  that  you  have  expressed  yourself  in  the  very  spirit  of  that 
instruction. 

No  one  can  absolutely  foresee  the  vicissitudes  of  any  war,  especially 
if  it  be  a  civil  conflict.  Yet  statesmen  and  governments  must  deal  with 
events  as  they  occur,  and  allow  them  the  significance  they  seem  to  wear. 
I  think,  therefore,  you  will  do  well  to  inform  Earl  Eussell  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  the  recent  military  and  naval  operations  jus- 
tify an  augmented  confidence  that  the  insurrection,  if  it  do  not  receive 
new  and  extensive  foreign  aid,  must  fail.  Should  it  receive  such  aid, 
and  thus  renew  its  vigor,  then  the  war,  hitherto  a  civil  war,  will  become 
a  foreign  and  aggressive  invasion.  We  are  sure  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment has  no  purpose  or  desire  that  the  conflict  shall  take  that  form 
by  means  to  be  derived  from  Great  Britain,  because  it  would  be  unjust 
in  itself,  and  perhaps  not  less  injurious  to  that  country  than  to  the  United 
States.  Moreover,  the  law  of  nations  is  made  up  of  the  principles  which 
are  settled  in  the  conflicts  of  states.  What  is  done  and  tolerated  in  this 
conflict  is  likely  to  be  accepted  as  a  standard  for  determining  what  may 
be  done  and  tolerated  in  ci\'il  wars  in  other  countries.  In  connection 
with  this  subject,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  an  instruction  of  this  date,  which 
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has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Dayton.    You  will  make  its  contents  known  to  Earl 
Enssell. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Peanois  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  <&c.,  &c. 

[For  dispatcb  from  Mr.  Se-wcard  to  Mr.  Adams,  Ko.  651,  July  11,  1863, 
see  subdivision  "  The  Alexandra,"  ante.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  380.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  July,  ISTo.  326,  has  been  received. 

The  Moniteur  of  the  5th  of  July  contained  what  is  understood  to  be  an 
authorized  exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in 
regard  to  the  civil  war  now  prevailing  in  the  United  States,  which,  for 
the  sake  of  accuracy,  I  append. 

In  this  exposition  his  Majesty  is  represented  assaying  that  he  has 
determined  to  give  the 'British  cabinet  to  understand  that  if  Great  Brit- 
ain should  think  that  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  would  be  likely  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  he  would  be  disposed  to  follow  her  in  that  course. 

The  President  has  read  this  announcement  with  surprise  and  regret. 
The  Emperor  hasnot  been  left  by  this  government  in  doubt  upon  the 
point  that  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  would  be  regarded  by  it  as  an 
unfriendly  proceeding.  The  President  does  not  at  all  believe  that  his 
Majesty  would  adopt  such  a  measure  without  first  bestowing  a  careful 
consideration  upon  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  to  be  executed.  It 
is,  therefore,  made  your  duty  to  make  known  to  the  French  government 
that  in  the  President's  opinion  such  an  examination  would  result  in  the 
conviction  that  our  civil  war  owes  the  length  and  severity  it  has  already 
attained  mainly  to  foreign  influences  and  aid.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
United  States  that  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  by  any  of  the  great 
powers  would  bring  with  it  only  new  complications  and  aggravation. 

You  will  read  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  and  give  him  a 
copy  if  it  shall  be  desired. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 

WiLLiAJvc  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  tfcc,  (fee,  &c. 


MR.  ROEBUCK  AND  THE  FRENCH  EMPEROR. 

The  Paris  Moniteur  of  the  5th  instant  contained  the  following  in  ref: 
erence  to  Mr.  Roebuck's  late  visit  to  the  Emperor : 

"  Explanations  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  an  occurrence  which 
recently  took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Messrs.  Eoebuck  and  Lind- 
say visited  Fontainebleau  to  engage  the  Emperor  to  take  official  steps 
at  London  for  the  recognition  of  the  southern  States.  The  Emperor 
expressed  his  desire  to  see  peace  restored  in  America,  but  observed  that 
England  having  declined  his  proposals  of  mediation  the  previous  Octo- 
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ber,  he  did  not  think  he  could  submit  a  new  proposition  without  the 
certainty  of  its  acceptance. 

"His "Majesty  stated  further,  that  his  ambassador  should,  neverthe- 
less, receive  instructions  to  sound  the  English  cabinet  upon  the  subject, 
giving  it  to  understand  that  if  England  thought  the  recognition  of  the 
South  likely  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  the  Emperor  was  disposed  to  fol- 
low her  in  that  course.  These  explanations  will  demonstrate  that  the 
Emperor  has  not  attempted,  as  certain  publications  pretend,  to  influ- 
ence the  British  Parliament  by  the  medium  of  two  of  its  members.  All 
that  took  place  was  a  friendly  interchange  of  opinion  in  an  interview, 
which  the  Emperor  saw  no  reason  to  refuse. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setoard. 
[Extract.] 

ISTo.  119.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  31,  1863. 
SlE  :****  ***** 

The  iron-clad  ram  launched  on  the  14th  instant  is  still  in  the  dock 
at  Lairds'  yard.  Her  mizzen  and  mainmasts  are  up,  and  both  top- 
masts in.  These  are  made  of  iron  plates  in  such  manner  as  to  slide  one 
into  the  other  like  a  telescope.  Her  boilers  are  also  in,  and  they  are  now 
at  work  on  her  machinery.  The  turrets  are  finished  but  not  yet  mounted 
on  the  vessel.  Barnet,  who  is  to  ship  the  men,  informed  one  of  my  men 
that  he  was  not  yet  ready.  He  expected  to  have  the  job,  but  would  not 
have  more  than  twenty-four  hours  to  do  it  in.  I  am  informed  that  the 
officers  are  all  here  ready  to  take  command  of  her.  From  what  took 
place  at  the  French  consulate  in  this  town,  and  the  conversations  I  had 
with  the  collector,  I  think  they  will  endeavor  to  get  her  out  as  a 
French  vessel. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  463.]  r  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  31, 1863. 

Sir:  I  transmit  copies  of  the  depositions  referred  to  in  my  dispatches, 
No.  453,  of  the  16th,  and  459,  of  the  24th  of  this  month,  not  sent  with 
them  at  the  time. 

I  omitted,  last  week,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  remarks  made  by 
Mr.  Cobden  and  Lord  Palmerston  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Thurs- 
day, the  23d  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  iron-clad  vessel  fitting  ont  at 
Liverpool.  Inasmuch  as  his  lordship  thought  fit  to  give  importance  to 
the  pretence  that  the  French  consul  %vas  in  some  way  interested  in  the 
matter,  I  seized  the  opportunity,  furnished  me  by  the  reception  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  to  apprise  Lord  Eussel-l  of  the  facts  as 
tlierein  related.     Copies  of  the  pai)ers  are  forwarded  herewith. 


LAIEDS'   IRON-CLADS.  341 

It  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  the  government  has  determined 
npon  detaining  these  vessels  of  Lairds'.  I  hope  this  may  be  true,  though 
it  is  not  in  harmony  with  my  ideas  of  the  passive  tendency  of  the  min- 
istry. In  a  conversation  which  I  had  with  Mr.  Cobden  previous  to  the 
last  debate,  I  did  not  conceal  from  him  my  sense  of  the  grave  nature  of 
the  questions  that  would  follow  the  dispatch  of  such  a  vessel  from  here. 
I  likewise  apprised  him  of  the  claims  that  were  in  process  of  accu- 
mulation for  damages  from  the  vessels  that  had  already  been  suifered 
to  depart,  a  fact  of  which  he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware.  I  perceive  that 
he  alluded  to  it  in  his  speech.  The  Times  has  also  since  referred  to  it 
among  the  facts  connected  with  its  recapitulation  of  the  events  of  the 
late  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[The  afldavits  above  referred  to  will  be  found  inclosed  with  dispatches 
from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  Nos.  453,  of  the  16th,  and  459  of  the  24th 
of  July,  1863,  ante.  "v 

For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentarv  and  Judicial  Appendix,  ISTo. 
29.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  25,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  Having  received  information  of  the  existence  of  a  report 
that  the  iron-clad  vessel  at  Liverpool  had  been  claimed  by  the  French 
consul  at  that  port,  and  having  since  perceived  that  some  credit  has 
been  given  to  the  story  by  the  first  minister  of  the  crown,  immediate 
measures  were  taken  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  foundation  for 
it  in  fact. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr. 
Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  which  appears  to 
show  clearly  the  precise  nature  of  the  pretence. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &c.,  c&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Jtily  24, 1863. 

Sir:  On  reading  in  the  Times  of  this  morning  the  statement  reported 
to  have  been  made  by  Lord  Palmerston  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cobden  last 
night — that  he  was  informed  as  regards  one  of  the  ironclads  referred 
to,  that  the  French  consul  claimed  it  for  the  Emperor  of  the  French — I 
addressed  a  note  to  the  French  consul,  asking  him  whether  the  informa- 
tion referred  to  was  true.  In  reply,  he  sent  his  vice-consul  to  assure  me 
that  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the  information ;  that  he  does  not 
know  of  any  ironclads  being  built  here  for  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 

I  addressed  the  inquiry  to  my  colleague,  not  supposing  there  was  any 
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truth  whatever  in  the  information,  but  that  I  might  have  his  authority 
for  saying  there  was  none. 

The  vice-consul,  while  with  me,  stated  that  about  the  3d  or  morning 
of  the  4th  of  July,  the  consul  received  an  invitation  from  a  Mr.  Bravay 
(a  Frenchman,  but  unknown  to  him)  to  a  luncheon  at  Messrs.  Lairds' 
yard,  on  the  4th,  on  the  occasion  of  the  launch  of  an  iron-clad  vessel. 
The  invitation  came  so  late  that  the  consul  said  he  could  not  go.  The 
vice-consul  was  then  asked  to  goj  and  Mr.  Bravay,  introduced  by  one 
of  the  Messrs.  Laird,  waited  upon  him,  and  pressed  him  to  go. 

He,  Mr.  Bravay,  then,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Laird,  said  he  wished  to 
get  French  papers  for  the  iron-clad,  and  asked  what  formalities  were 
necessary.  He  was  instructed  on  the  point,  and  then  said  the  matter 
would  be  attended  to  by  his  brother,  who  had  more  to  do  with  it  than 
he  had,  and  that  he  himseilf  had  to  be  in  Madrid  on  the  9th.  The  vice- 
consul  referred  to  a  French,  Paris  directory,  and  asked  Mr.  Bravay  if  he 
was  one  of  the  firm  of  Bravay  &  Co.  therein  described  as  merchants, 
and  he  said  he  was. 

The  consul  or  vice-consul  has  neither  of  them  seen  Mr.  Bravay  or  Mr. 
Laird  since,  and  did  not  go  to  the  luncheon. 

This  indicates  the  source  of  Lord  Palmerston's  information ;  and  also 
that  some  such  trick  as  getting  foreign  papers  for  the  ram,  under  cover 
of  which  she  would  sail  out,  has  been  and  perhaps  is  intended. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HT.  WILDING,  Vice- Consul. 

His  Excellency  Chables  Feajstcis  Adams,  d;c.,  &e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Etract.] 

No.  128.]  United  States  Consttlatb, 

Liverpool,  August  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Colonel  George  H.  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in  the  confederate  navy, 
with  his  wife,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Joseph  N.  Barney,  and  two  en- 
gineers— one  by  name  of  William  H.  Jackson,  the  other  I  have  not 
learned — arrived  here  on  Sunday  last  in  the  steamer  Asia,  from  Bos- 
ton via  Halifax.  Bier,  Barney,  Jackson,  and  the  other  engineer  came 
from  Halifax.  Mrs.  Bier  passed  through  our  lines  at  Fort  Monroe  under 
an  assumed  name  of  Mrs.  Henry,  and  took  the  steamer  at  Boston.  I 
understood  that  these  persons  came  here  to  go  out  as  officers  in  the 
iron-clads  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead.  Colonel 
Bier  stated  on  the  steamer  that  he  had  been  in  the  confederate  army, 
and  Jackson,  the  engineer,  that  he  had  been  an  engineer  on  board  the 
steamer  Florida.  Upon  examining  the  register  of  the  so-called  con- 
federate navy,  I  find  that  Bier  is  a  lieutenant  in  their  navy,  and  is  men- 
tioned as  being  with  their  army,  and  Jackson  as  an  engineer  on  the 
steamer  Florida,  thus  confirming  what  they  said  on  the  steamer.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  what  they  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  iron-clads. 
They  have  all  gone  up  to  London.  I  have  informed  Mr.  Adams.  The  iron- 
clad that  was  launched  on  the  4th  of  July  has  her  masts  up,  boilers  and 
machinery  in ;  and,  I  learn  to-day,  is  shipping  her  turrets.  The  turrets 
have  been  completed  for  some  time,  and  she  can  be  got  ready  for  sea  no 
doubt  in  a  week's  time.  Some  three  days  ago  I  was  informed  that  the 
other  one  was  to  be  launched  on  the  15th  instant,  this. day  week,  and 
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that  tliey  are  both  to  be  finished  and  leave  this  port  at  the  same  time. 
*#####  Qjjg  thing  is  quite  certain,  they,  are  finishing  them 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  wherever  they  strike,  they  -will  be  capable  to 
do  us  much  mischief.  I  believe  from  all  I  can  learn  about  them,  that 
what  I  have  told  you  from  time  to  time  is  not  in  the  least  exaggerated, 
and  that  for  speed  and  invulnerability  they  will  surpass  any  iron-clads 
that  have  ever  been  built.  The  bulwarks  are  on  hinges,  and  so  constructed 
as  to  fall  down  and  lay  in  a  plane  with  the  decks  parallel  with  the 
water.  I  am  told  they  are  so  made  for  a  two-fold  purpose — to  be  lowered 
"when  in  action,  so  as  to  give  range  to  the  guns,  and  to  fall  down  when 
an  attempt  is  made  to  board  them,  and  throw  the  men  in  the  water  who 
attempt  to  climb  over  them.   Thus  far  the  government  here  has  taken  no 

steps  to  stop  them  that  I  know  of.    1  am  not  sanguine  that  they  will. 
*#*  *##*## 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  129.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  11,  1863. 

SiE :  I  inclose  you,  marked  ISTos.  1  and  2,  a  copy  of  another  *affidavit 
made  before  and  submitted  this  day  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Liverpool,  in  the  case  of  ironclads  building  for  the  confederates  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead,  and  of  the  *letter  by  me  addressed  to  the 
collector  with  the  af&davit. 

Two  of  the  men  from  the  yard  tell  me  that  the  one  now  launched  will 
come  out  of  the  present  dock  on  the  26th  instant,  and  that  the  other 
one  will  be  launched  on  the  27th  instant.    I  suppose  the  one  that  comes 
out  on  the  25th  instant  will  be  entirely  finished. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Unofficial.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  14,  1864. 
Dear  Sik  :  Mr.  Adams  is  absent  for  a  short  season  in  Scotland, 
which  will  account  for  the  non-receipt  of  dispatches  from  him|  this 
week,  and  which  is  officially  stated  in  a  dispatch  I  am  charged  |with 
sending  to-day.  There  has  nothing  of  material  moment  occurred,  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  except  the  apparently  renewed  activity 
of  the  insurgents  and  their  agents  here  in  fitting  out  privateers  and 
blockade  breakers.  In  this  connection,  the  arrival  at  Liverpool  of  a 
number  of  officers  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy  may  be  deemed 

*  For  these  inolosuies  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  477,  August 
21,  1863,i>o»*. 
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significant.  They  do  not  disguise  the  fact  that  they  come  to  take  ser- 
vice on  board  the  iron-clad  rams  building  at  Birkenhead,  one  of  which, 
it  is  stated,  will  be  in  readiness  to  sail  on  the  25th,  and  the  other  to  be 
launched  on  the  27th.  The  facts  connected  with  the  arrival  of  these 
ofacers,  together  with  a  further  affidavit  procured  by  our  indefatigable 
consul  at  Liverpool,  Mr.  Dudley,  have  been  sent  in  this  morning,  accom- 
panied by  an  earnest  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Erussell.  It  is 
said  that  Mr.  Laird  pretends  to  have  sold  these  ironclads  to  a  French 
house  at  Paris,  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  send  them  out  as  French 
vessels.  Mr.  Squarey,  who  was  the  solicitor  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Alexandra  case,  told  me  yesterday  that  he  deemed  the  case  against  the 
iron-clads  much  stronger  than  that  of  the  Alexandra.  Yet,  from  all  1 
learn  by  rumor  and  otherwise,  I  fear  there  is  great  danger  that  the 
authorities  will  permit  them  to  go.  The  decision  in  the  Alexandra 
case  has  greatly  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  and  they  take 
but  little  pains  now  to  conceal  their  purposes  of  fitting  out  pirate  ves- 
sels in  England. 

It  is  believed  such  an  enterprise  is  on  foot  at  Plymouth;  the  South- 
erner has  arrived  at  Cardiff,  and  the  consul  at  Cork  writes  that  rebel 
ofldcers  and  crew  have  arrived  there,  to  await  a  pirate  craft  that  is  ex- 
pected off  Queenstown.  Our  most  excellent  consids  at  London  and 
Liverpool  are  very  energetic  and  effective  in  their  efforts,  and  have 
doubtless  advised  you  of  all  recent  movements  in  regard  to  these  mat- 
ters. I  have  thought,  however,  in  the  absence  of  oflicial  state- 
ments from  the. legation  this  week,  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  give 
you  such  information  as  has  been  received. 

Mr.  Adams  is  exjpected  to  return  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday,  and 
will  doubtless  transmit  in  his  next  dispatches  copies  of  all  the  docu- 
ments that  have  been  received  at  the  legation  during  his  absence,  relat- 
ing to  these  proceedings  to  which  I  have  referred. 

The  current  of  popular  sentiment  and  belief  has  been  greatly  changed 
since  the  arrival  of  intelligence  here  of  the  continued  successes  of  the 
Union  armies.  It  appears  now  to  be  the  chiefest  hope  of  those  who 
wish  to  see  the  Union  broken  that  the  United  States  will  become  em- 
broiled with  France  concerning  Mexico. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  S.  WILSOK 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Mercier. 
[Translation.] 

No.  20.]  Ministry  of  Foreign  Aitairs, 

Diplomatic  Bureau,  Paris,  August  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  dispatches  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor 
.to  write  to  me,  up  to  No.  161. 

In  one  of  the  late  sittings  of  the  Parliament,  Lord  Palmerston,  on  being 
formally  questioned  by  Mr.  Cobden  in  regard  to  maritime  armaments 
going  on  at  Liverpool,  spoke  of  a  plated  vessel  which  was  said  to  have 
been  ordered  of  an  English  builder,  Mr.  Laird,  by  the  Emperor's  govern- 
ment. On  his  part  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  concerned 
himself  about  the  construction  of  this  vessel,  which  he  supposed  to  be 
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intended  for  the  confederate  government.  Mr.  Dayton  requested  of  me 
information  in  this  regard,  and  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 
pool made  a  similar  application  to  Mr.  Lenglet,  our  consul  in  that  city. 
The  assertion  of  the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  rested  on  an  incorrect 
report.  No  order  of  this  kind  has  been  made  in  England  on  account  of 
the  Emperor's  government,  and  the  following  are  the  only  facts  which 
could  have  occasioned  the  involuntary  error  of  Lotd  Palmerston.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July  a  Frenchman  named  Bravay,  calling 
himself  a  partner  in  the  house  of  Bravay  &  Co.,  of  Paris,  went  with  Mr. 
Laird,  the  builder  at  Birkenhead,  to  the  ofSce  of  the  chancellor  of  our 
consulate  at  Liverpool,  and  asked  what  were  the  formalities  to  be  com- 
plied with  in  order  to  give  the  French  flag  to  a  plated  vessel  which  was 
about  to  be  built.  The  information  was  furnished,  and  Mr.  Bravay 
announced  that  he  would  subsequently  be  in  a  posture  to  prove  the 
French  ownership  of  the  vessel.  Shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  Laird  having 
learned  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  was  trying  to 
have  the  newly  constructed  vessel  seized,  came  and  asked  Mr.  Lenglet 
to  make  unofficial  [offlcieus]  application  at  the  custom-house.  Our  con- 
sid  limited  himself  to  making  known  the  circumstances  of  this  affair  to 
the  head  of  that  branch  of  service,  but  without  making  any  formal 
demand,  which,  however,  he  neither  had  the  right  nor  was.in  a  ijosfure 
to  do.  After  that  Mr.  Bravay  went  no  more  to  the  office  of  the  chancel- 
lor, nor  has  he  yet  addressed  to  the  office  of  customs  of  the  empire  any 
request  with  a  view  of  obtaining  French  nationality  for  the  vessel  in 
question. 

Such,  sif,  are  the  explanations  which  I  have  already  given  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  and  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you,  in  order 
that  you  may,  if  you  are  called  on  to  do  so,  on  your  part,  enlighten  the 
cabinet  at  Washington  as  to  the  true  character  of  this  incident. 

Accept,  sir,  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

DROUTN  DE  LHUYS. 

Mr.  Meeciee, 

Minister  of  the  Emperor  at  Washington. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  471.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  August  20,  1863. 
SiE :  In  addition  to  the  series  of  dispatches  from  the  department  re- 
ceived last  week  at  this  legation,  and  acknowledged,  in  my  absence  in 
Scotland,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  secretary,  I  have  now  to  take  notice  of  a 
further  and  most  interesting  series  that  came  the  present  week,  num- 
bered from  667  to  671,  both  inclusive. 

#*#***■*  * 

I  am  happy  to  find  in  your  number  667,  of  the  29th  of  July,  so 
flattering  a  confirmation  of  the  action  which  I  felt  it  necessary  to  take 
of  the  launching  of  the  first  iron-clad  from  Mr.  Laird's  yard,  in  at  once 
presenting  my  note  of  the  1 1th  of  July  to  Lord  EusseU.  Had  I  thought 
the  time  would  have  permitted,  I  should  have  awaited  your  espe- 
cial instructions  for  the  sake  of  the  additional  weight  they  impart  to 
such  a  proceeding.  But  I  was  fearful  that  any  delay  might,  in  case  of  the 
escape  of  the  vessel,  be  attributed  to  the  lateness  of  my  notice,  much  in 


346  ENFOECEMENT  OF  NEUTEALITT. 

the  way  so  singularly  attempted  in  the  case  of  gunboat  l^To.  290,  an 
determined  to  act  at  once.    I  now  infer  that  my  judgment  was  corr 
postponing  further  action  under  your  dispatch  No.  651,  as  explained  in 
my  E'o.  465,  of  the  31st  of  July. 

Lord  Russell,  like  everybody  else,  is  out  of  town  during  this  season. 
I  shall,  however,  prepare  a  note  for  his  consideration,  embodying  the 
substance  of  your  No.  667,  and  appending  a  copy  of  your  No.  380,  to 
Mr.  Dayton,  which  came  enclosed  with  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretayy  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  651,  July  11, 1863, 
and  also  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No  465,  July  31, 1863, 
see  subdivision  "  The  Alexandra,"  ante.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  477.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  21,  1863. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  further  letters  and  papers 
which  have  passed  between  myself  and  the  Foreign  Office  relating  to  the 
iron-clad  vessels  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  by  Mr.  Laird,  for  the  use  of  the 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  July  29,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
25th  instant,  and  to  acquaint  ypu  that  the  information  therein  contained, 
relative  to  the  iron-clad  vessels  in  course  of  construction  at  Messrs. 
Laird's  yard,  at  Birkenhead,  has  been  communicated  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  14,  1863. 
Mt  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  containing 
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furtlier  information  respecting  movements  of  persons  believed  to  be 
agents  of  the  insurgents  at  that  port.  Lregret  to  perceive  that  the  pre- 
paration of  the  dangerous  armed  vessels,  of  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
heretofore  to  take  notice,  in  my  note  to  your  lordship,  is  not  intermitted. 
It  is  difBcult'for  me  to  give  your  lordship  an  adequate  idea  of  the  uneasi- 
ness and  anxiety  created  in  the  different  ports  of  the  United  States  by 
the  idea  that  instruments  of  injury,  of  so  formidable  a  character,  continue 
to  threaten  their  safety,  as  issuing  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  a 
country  with  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  arc  at  peace. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  receive  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration 
with  which  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  <fcc.,  (fee,  <&c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  7, 1863, 

Snt :  Colonel  George  H.  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in  the  confederate  navy, 
with  his  wife,  a  man  by  name  of  Joseph  !N.  Barney,  and  two  engineers, 
one  by  name  of  W.  H.  Jackson,  (the  other  I  have  not  learned,)  arrived 
here  on  Sunday  last,  in  the  steamer  Asia,  from  Boston,  via  Halifax. 
Bier,  Barney,  Jackson,  and  the  other  engineer  came  from  Halifax.  Mrs. 
Bier  passed  through  our  lines  at  Fort  Monroe,  under  the  assumed  name 
of  Mrs.  Henry.  I  understand,  through  a  passenger  on  board  of  the 
Asia,  that  these  persons  came  here  to  go  out  as  officers  in  the  iron-clads 
now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead. 

Colonel  Bier  stated  in  the  steamer  that  he»had  been  in  the  confederate 
army,  and  Jackson,  the  engineer,  that  he  had  been  as  an  engineer  on  the 
steamer  Florida.  Upon  examining  the  register  of  the  confederate  navy, 
I  find  that  Bier  is  a  lieutenant  in  their  navy,  and  is  mentioned  as  being 
with  the  army,  and  Jackson,  as  an  engineer,  in  the  steamer  Florida, 
thus  confirming  all  they  told  the  passengers.  I  have  no  doubt  about 
the  truth  of  their  statements,  that  they  are  here  to  join  these  iron-clads. 

The  one  that  is  launched  has  her  masts  up,  boilers  and  machinery  in, 
and  I  learn  to-day  is  shipping  her  turrets.     She,  no  doubt,  can  be  got 
ready  for  sea  in  a  week's  time.    My  information  about  the  other  is  that 
she  is  to  be  launched  on  the  15th  instant,  to-morrow  week. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq., 

United  States  Minister. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  11, 1863. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  the  application  heretofore  made  by  me  to  you,  to 
stop  the  iron-clad  ram  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead, 
for  the  so-called  southern  confederacy,  and  which  was  launched  on  the 
4th  day  of  July  last  past,  I  now  submit  to  you  another  aflj  davit,  that  of 
Thomas  Sweeney,  of  Liverpool,  which,  with  those  heretofore  submitted, 
I  hopefwill  induce  you  to  take  the  necessary  steps  (if  they  have  not 


348  ENFOECEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

already  been  taken)  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  sailing,  destined,  as  she 
is,  to  laake  war  upon,  and  commit  acts  of  hostility  against,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 
S.  Peicb  Edwards,  Esq., 

Collector  at  Idverpool. 


Affidavit  of  Thomas  Sweeney. 

Thomas  Sweeney,  of  No.  57  Crosby  street,  Liverpool,  being  duly  sworn, 
doth  depose  and  say:  I  am  a  deck  planer,  and  am  now,  and  have  been 
for  about  ten  years  last  past,  in  the  employ  of  the  Messrs.  Laird,  ship- 
builders at  Birkenhead. 

There  are  now  building  in  their  yard  two  iron-clad  steam  M'ar  vessels. 
They  are  sister  ships  of  same  size,  dimensions,  and  construction,  built 
side  by  side,  in  the  southern  part  of  their  yard.  Each  is  armed  on  the' 
stem  with  an  iron  piercer,  or  ram,  for  the  purpose  of  piercing  and  destroy- 
ing vessels.  They  are  known  and  numbered  in  the  j'ard  as  Nos.  294 
and  295,  respectively;  they  are  each  being  built  apparently  for  turrets. 

On  the  4th  day  of  July  last  past  No.  294  was  launched,  and  then  placed 
in  one  of  the  dry  docks  of  said  yard,  where  she  is  now  being  completed. 
Her  boilers  and  machinery  are  in,  and  her  three  masts  up ;  the  two  tur- 
rets for  her  guns  are  alongside,  nearly  in  a  complete  condition,  and  ready 
to  be  placed  on  board. 

I  have  talked  with  many  of  the  men  and  workmen  in  the  yard,  who 
are  now  and  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  employed  and  working  there 
on  their  vessels,  and  they  have  told  me  they  were  for  the  confederates 
in  the  United  States,  the  same  parties  for  whom  the  Alabama  was  built. 
On  the  29th  day  of  July  last  past  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Moore, 
one  of  the  head  workmen  in  the  yard.  I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of 
the  Alabama.  His  reply  was,  "  She  was  aU  right  enough,"  but  said, 
"wait  for  the  294  and  295  (alluding  to  the  rams  above  mentioned)  get 
out  and  alongside  the  Alabama,  and  then  you  wiU  soon  see  the^southern 
ports  opened" — meaning  the  ports  in  the  southern  confederacy  now 
blockaded. 

On  the  7th  of  August  instant  I  had  a  conversation  with  Captain  Hen-  • 
derson,  the  head  rigger  in  Messrs.  Laird's  yard.  1  asked  him  to  make 
room  and  get  my  son  and  son-in-law  a  berth  on  No.  294.  He  said  he 
would  not  advise  me  to  let  them  go  on  this  vessel,  as  Nos.  294  and  295 
were  both  going  out  on  purpose  to  fight  against  the  federals,  and  to 
break  up  the  blockade;  but  went  on  further  to  say:  "If  either  of  them 
wants  a  berth  on  these  vessels  I  shall  find  them  one,  but  they  will  not 
be  told  where  they  are  going  to."  At  the  time  the  Alabama  was  being 
built  in  the  yard,  my  present  son-in-law  was  going  to  ship  in  her,  and  I 
had  a  conversation  with  Captain  Henderson  about  it,  and  he  told  me 
then,  in  substance,  what  he  told  me  on  the  7th  instant,  about  the  two 


rams,  numbers  294  and  295. 


THOMAS  SWEENEY. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  the  customs,  in  Liverpool,  this 
11th  day  of  August,  1863. 

W.  G.  STEWART, 
Deputy  Assistant  Collector. 
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Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  August  14, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  Lord  Eiissell's  absence,  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  further  jjapers 
relative  to  the  iron-clads  in  course  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Lairds'  yard, 
at  Birkenhead,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  -you  that  I  have  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  copies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  departments 
of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

A.  H.  LATAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  tfcc,  <S;c. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  338.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  August  27, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  recently  had  interviews  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  in 
reference  to  the  .two  iron-clad  vessels  now  being  built  at  Birkenhead, 
near  Liverpool,  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  rebels  of  the  South,  as  was 
believed.  Our  consul  at  Liverpool  was  induced  to  think  that  by  virtue 
of  a  sham  sale  to  a  Frenchman  named  Bravay  they  were  about  to  get 
out  the  vessels,  or  one  of  them,  as  French  property,  and  under  .the 
French  flag,  to  be  handed  over,  when  clear  of  British  jurisdiction,  to  the 
confederates,  their  true  owners.  Lord  Palmerston  said,  too,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  he  was  informed  that  the  French  government,  through 
its  consul  at  Liverpool,  claimed  one  of  these*  iron-clads.  I  at  oiice  ap- 
pealed to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  prevent  what  I  believed  to  be  intended  a 
fraudulent  use  of  the  French  flag.  He  promised  me  to  attend  to  the 
subject  promptly.  But  he  said  he  knew  Mr.  Bravay,  and  was  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  with  whom  Bravay  had  much  to  do, 
had  authorized  him  or  his  company  to  buy  ships  for  him,  the  Pacha, 
either  in  France  or  England.  In  a  subsequent  interview  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  told  me  he  had  made  all  necessary  inquiries,  and  that  neither 
the  Emperor,  the  minister  of  marine,  the  minister  of  finance,  nor  the 
French  consul  at  Liverpool  knew  anything  of  any  claim  to  such  vessel 
or  vessels  on  the  part  of  the  French  government ;  and  that  a  statement 
to  that  effect  by  Lord  Palmerston,  as  reported  in  the  London  Times, 
must  have  been  made  on  erroneous  information.  I  then  endeavored  to 
impress  on  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  the  great  importance  of  preventing 
the  sailing  of  these  vessels,  as  French  vessels,  from  a  British  port,  by 
any  neglect  of  the  French  consul  there,  or  any  fraudulent  contrivance 
or  management  on  the  part  of  French  citizens.  He  said  if  I  would  sup- 
ply him  with  papers  or  evidence  indicating  the  real  ownership  and  pur- 
j)ose  of  these  iron-clads,  he  would  have  some  grounds  to  act  upon,  and 
would  see  that  the  French  consul  at  Liverpool  was  properly  on  his 
guard.  I  therefore  had  full  copies  made  of  the  letter  of  our  consul  at 
Liverpool,  and  all  the  affidavits  he  had  supplied  to  the  British  govern- 
ment on  this  subject,  and  inclosed  them  to  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  here. 

Last  night  T  received  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  a  letter  in  reply,  a 
translation  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.    If  the  statements  by  Mr. 
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Bravay,  referred  to  in  this  letter,  be  true,  that  he  has  bought  these  iron- 
clads for  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  and  they  are  delivered,  we  will  have  made 
an  important  escape,  not  from  the  iron-clads  only,  but  from  what  is,  in 
my  judgment,  still  more  important,  from  further  questions  with  England 
on  this  point  for  the  present. 

The  French  government  has  in  this  matter  acted  openly,  and  well,  so 
far  as  can  be  now  seen. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DATTOK 
Hon.  William;  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

[Translation.] 

Paris,  August  25, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received,  with  its  accompaniments,  the  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  of  the  date  of  the  22d  of  this  month  on 
the  subject  of  two  iron-clad  vessels  which  are  being  constructed  at 
Birkenhead,  near  Liverpool. 

Since  the  interview,  which  you  are  pleased  to  recall  to  me,  a  French 
merchant,  M.  Bravay,  has  addressed  himself  to  my  department,  to  make 
known  to  me  that  these  vessels  had  been  purchased,  through  his  agency, 
on  the  account  of  the  Pacha  of  Egypt.  He  claimed  at  the  same  time 
the  support  of  the  embassy  of  his  Majesty  in  England,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  send  them  to  Alexandria. 

I  have  answered  that  the  ships  in  question  having  a  foreign  destina- 
tion, the  French  agents  fead  no  authority  to  intervene  in  this  circum- 
stance with  the  British  administration,  and  that  it  belonged  only  to  the 
Egyptian  government  to  make  to  the  English  authorities  the  justifica- 
tions necessary  to  authorize  the  going  out  of  these  ships.  I  have  Avritten 
in  the  same  sense  to  the  embassy  of  the  Emperor  at  London,  as  well  as 
to  the  consul  of  his  Majesty  at  Liverpool. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DEOUYN  DE  LHUTS. 

Mr.  Datton,  ' 

Minister  of  the  United  States,  Paris. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  142.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  28, 1863. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  one  of  the  turrets  was  hoisted  on  board,  and  put  in 
its  place  on  the  ram  No.  296,  launched  from  Laird's  yard  on  the  4th  of 
July  last.  I  understand  they  are  preparing  the  other  turret  to-day. 
*###**  The  Emancipation  Society  of  London  addressed  a 
memorial  to  Earl  Russell  the  early  part  of  this  week,  praying  him  to 
stop  the  vessels.    I  do  not  know  whether  it  wUl  have  any  effect  upon 
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the  Earl,  but  it  seems  to  have  called  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the 
matter,  and  to  provoke  discussion  in  the  papers.    *    *    *     *     *     it  is 

said  the  other  will  be  launched  either  to-morrow  or  on  Monday  next. 

*  *  *  #  *  *  *'* 

Tour  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  143.]  United  States  Constjlate, 

Liverpool,  August  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  other  steam  iron-clad  ram,  building 
by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United 
States,  was  this  day  launched  from  their  yard.  This  vessel  is  a  sister 
ship  to  the  one  launched  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  of  the  same  size  and 
construction  in  aU  particulars.  This  one  is  No.  297.  She,  like  her  sister, 
is  armed  on  the  stem  with  an  iron  ram  or  piercer  for  destroying  vessels. 
She  had  the  English  flag  flying  from  her  stern,  and  the  French  flag  fly- 
ing from  a  pole  or  mast  at  midships  at  the  time  of  the  launch.  They 
have  taken  her  into  one  of  their  docks  in  their  yard,  where  she  is  to  re- 
ceive her  machinery,  turrets,  &c.  The  machinery  is  aU  ready,  and  will 
be  put  in  at  once.  • 

I  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterday  that  the  one  launched  on  the 
4th  of  July  was  fully  rigged,  and  had  one  of  her  turrets  in.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  day  I  heard  a  rumor  that  she  was  to  be  taken  out  either 
last  night  or  to-night.  I  wrote  at  once  to  the  collector.  Inclosure  No.  1 
is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him.  * 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  28, 1863. 
SiE :  Referring  to  the  apphcation  which  I  made  to  you  to  stop  the 
ii'on-clad  ram,  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  confederates,  and 
which  was  launched  from  their  yard  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  I  now  have 
to  report  to  you  that  said  ram  took  in  one  of  her  turrets  yesterday,  and 
I  am  informed  that  she  can  be  made  ready  for  sea  in  a  very  few  hours. 
I  am  further  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Lairds  to  run  her 
out  to  sea  either  to-night  or  to-morrow  night. 

I  hope  you  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  detain  her  from 
sailing. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

S.  Price  Edv/ards,  Esq., 

Collector  of  Customs,  Liverpool. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  144.]  United  States  Constjlate, 

Liverpool,  September  1,  1863. 
gjjj .         *  #  *  *  #  * 

To-day  I  made  application,  in  writing,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Par- 
Mament,  to  the  collector  of  Liverpool  to  stop  the  ram  launched  on  Sat- 
urday last.  It  was  based  on  two  affidavits  made  to-day :  to  wit,  by  Jo- 
seph Ellis  and  myself,  and  those  filed  in  the  other  case.*  Inclosures 
E'os.  4,  5  and  6  are  copies  dt  the  application  made  to-day,  and  the  two 
affidavits.  Inclosure  ^o.  7  is  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  made  last  Saturday 
by  Captain  Prentice.  We  are  still  in  doubt  about  the  action  of  the  British 
government.  They  do  .not  tell  us  what  they  intend  to  do.  The  only 
thing  we  do  know  is,  that  up  to  the  present  time  they  have  done  nothing. 
All  the  evidence  I  have  is  now  in.  It  is  a  strong  case  of  circumstances, 
quite  sufficient  not  only  to  warrant  them  in  stopping  the  vessels,  but,  in 
my  opinion,  to  make  it  their  duty  to  do  so.  Copies  of  all  these  papers 
have  been  forwarded  by  me  to  Mr.  Adams,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  Earl 
Eussell.  They  are  both  in  the  same  dock  in  Laird's  yard.  The  one 
launched  on  the  4th  of  July  has  her  masts  up,  is  fully  rigged,  her  ma- 
cinery  aU  in,  smoke-stack  up,  and  both  her  turrets  on.  She  is  fast  ap- 
proaching completion.  I  see  nothing  to  prevent  her  going  out  whenever 
she  chooses.  The  armament  will  consist  of  the  ram,  or  piercer,  in  the 
stem  for  destroying  ships,  and  six  rifled  Blakely  guns,  two  in  each  of  the 
turrets,  and  two  in  the  stern,  the  last-named  what-they  call  here  chasers. 
I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  this  being  the  armament.  Some  tell  me 
the  bores  of  the  guns  are  to  be  twelve-inch,  others  that  they  are  flfteen- 
inch. 

Captain  Mafiitt,  from  the  Florida,  and  Captain  Bullock  were  at  Dublin  on 
Saturday  last,  with  three  or  four  other  insurgent  naval  officers  in  this  coun- 
try. Every  steamer  brings  two  or  three.  The  steamer  that  arrived  here 
on  Sunday  last  from  Boston,  via  Halifax,  it  is  said,  brought  three  or  four. 
These  officers  can  be  here  but  for  one  purpose,  and  that  is  to  take  com- 
mand of  these  vessels.  Indeed,  this  is  admitted  by  the  secessionists 
here.  It  is  now  understood  that  the  rams,  if  they  get  out,  are  to  raise 
the  blockade.  I  am  told,  since  the  fall  of  Yicksburg,  that  they  have 
given  up  the  contemplated  attack  upon  New  Orleans.  I  think  the  Florida 
is  here  to  escort  them  out.  She  is  now  at  Brest,  and  no  doubt  will  re- 
main there  or  somewhere  on  the  coast  until  the  rams  are  ready  to  sail. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 


Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  486.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  only  subject  of  interest  this  week  has  been  the  condition  of 
Mr.  Laird's  iron-clad  vessels.    The  second  has  been  launched,  while  the 

*  For  inclosures  see  dispatoli  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  486,  Sept.  3, 1863,  post. 
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first  is  reported  to  be  so  far  prepared  for  departure  as  to  bring  the 
question  of  stopping  her  to  a  point  calling  for  prompt  decision.  Thus 
far  the  government  has  made  no  sign.  The  Union  and  Emancipation 
Society  have  presented  an  earnest  memorial  on  the  subject,  which  has 
opened  the  way  to  some  controversial  writing  in  the  newspapers.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  lawofllcersof  the  Crown  are  wavering  in  their 
counsel  on  the  point  of  evidence  of  intent.  Some  little  dust  has  been 
thrown  in  their  eyes  by  the  pretence  of  other  destination  than  the  real 
one.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  form  any  opinion  what  the  issue  of  this 
hesitation  will  be. 

I  have  for  some  time  back  leaned  to  the  belief  that  the  vessel  would 
be  stopped.  But,  as  it  seems  so  doubtful,  I  concluded  the  wisest  course 
would  be  to  put  in  one  more  remonstrance.  Accordingly  I  have  taken 
advantage  of  some  depositions,  of  no  great  additional  weight,  furnished 
to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  to  present  another  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
*Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Se^tenlher  3,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  further  depositions 
relating  to  the  launching  and  other  preparation  of  the  second  of  the  two 
vessels  of  war  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  concerning 
which  it  has  already  been  my  disagreeable  duty  to  make  most  serious 
representations  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  believe  there  is  not  any  reasonable  ground  for  doubt  that  these  ves- 
sels, if  permitted  to  leave  the  port  of  Liverpool,  wUl  be  at  once  devoted 
to  the  object  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States  of  America.. 
I  have  taken  the  necessary  measures,  in  the  proper  quarters,  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  the  respective  statements  current  here,  that  they  are  intended 
for  the  use  of  the  government  of  France  or  for  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  and 
have  found  both  without  foundation.  tAt  this  moment  neither  of  those 
powers  appears  to  have  occasion  to  use  concealment  or  equivocation  in 
regard  to  its  intentions,  had  it  any  in  obtaining  such  ships.  In  the 
notes  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  lordship  on  the  11th  of 
July  and  14th  of  August,  I  believe  I  stated  the  importance  attached  by 
my  government  to  the  decision  involved  in  this  case  with  sufficient 
distinctness.  Since  that  date  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  receive 
from  the  United  States  a  full  approbation  of  its  contents.  At  the  same 
time,  I  feel  it  my  painful  duty  to  make  known  to  your  lordship  that,  in 
some  respects,  it  has  fallen  short  in  expressing  the  earnestness  with  which 
I  have  been  in  the  interval  directed  to  describe  the  grave  nature  of  the 
situation  in  which  both  countries  must  be  placed  in  the  event  of'  an  act 
of  aggression  committed  against  the  government  and  people  of  the 
United  States  by  either  of  these  formidable  vessels. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  '^ 

OHAELES  FEAJSTOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  (fee,  <fic.,  d;c. 
23  a  c— vol.  II 


354  ENFOECEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  P.  Edwards. 

Sbptembee  1, 1863. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies,  do 
hereby  apply  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  seize  aiid  detain  an  iron-clad  steam  vessel  of  war,  launched 
from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  «&  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  on  the  29th  day  of 
August  last,  and  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid,  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  with  all  the  material,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
stores  which  may  belong  tol  or  be  on  board  of  the  said  vessel,  pursuant 
to  the  power  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the  seventh  section  of  the 
act  of  Parliament  59  Geo.  3,  0;  69,  on  the  ground  that  such  vessel  is 
being  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out  and  armed  in  o];der  that  such  vessel 
shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exercise  the 
power  of  government,  and  called  the  Confederatfe  States  of  America, 
and  with  the  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  govern- 
ment her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Samuel  Price  Edwards, 

Collector  of  the  Customs,  Liverpool. 


Affirmation  of  TJws.  H.  Dudley. 

I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's  Park, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  Sincerely, 
and  truly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  according  to 
my  religious  belief,  unlawful ;  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  affirm  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Liverpool  and 
its  dependencies. 

2.  I  say  that  there  is  now,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  a  war  car- 
ried on  between  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  certain  persons  who  have  rebelled  against  such  govern- 
ment, and  pretended  to  set  up  and  assume  to  exercise  the  powers  of . 
government,  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

3.  I  further  say  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information,  and 
belief,  no  leave  or  license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  under  her  sign  manual,  or  any  order  in  council, 

"or  any  proclamation  of  her  said  Majesty,  or  otherwise  or  at  aU 
authorizing  any  person,  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to 
equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm  ships  or  vessels  with  intent  or  in  order 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said 
so-called  Confederate  States,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  against 
the  government  and  people  of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  and 
that  her  Majesty  is  not  now  at  war  with  the  United  States. 

4.  I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  government,  or  per- 
sons assuming  the  government  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States, 
two  vessels  of  war;  one  of  them,  namely,  the  Oreto,  now  called  the 
Florida,  and  another  called  the  Alabama,  built  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  MiUer 
&  Sons,  of  Liverpool;  and  they  have  been  employed  by  the  said  so- 
called  Confederate  States  against  the  government  and  people  of  the 
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United  States  of  America  ia  the  war  that  is  now  going  on,  and  arma- 
ments and  war  crews  for  both  the  said  vessels  went  out  in  them,  or  were 
sent  out  from  England  to  meet  the  ship  abroad,  and  were  then  placed  on 
board  them.  On  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  another  vessel  built  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam  ram,  and,  as 
this  deponent  verily  belieA''es,  built  and  intended  for  a  vessel  of  war,  was 
launched  by  them  from  their  ship-building  yard  at  Birkenhead. 

5.  On  the  29th  day  of  August  last,  another  vessel  built  by  the  said 
Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam-ram,  and,  as  I 
verily  believe,  for  a  war  vessel,  was  launched  by  them  from  their  ship- 
building yard  at  Birkenhead. 

6.  The  said  vessels  mentioned  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  paragraphs  of  this 
affirmation,  respectively,  are  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid. 

7.  I  say  that  I  have  read  the  affidavits  of  George  Temple  Chapman, 
sworn  on  the  29th  day  of  June  last ;  of  Clarence  Eandolph  Tonge,  sworn 
on  the  6th  day  of  AprU.  last ;  of  William  Hayden  Eussell  and  Joseph 
Eltis,  sworn  on  the  7th  day  of  July  last ;  of  John  Brady,  sworn  on  the 
11th  day  of  July  last ;  of  Austiu  Joseph  Hand,  sworn  on  the  16th  day 
of  July  last  J  of  Thomas  Sweeney,  sworn  on  the  11th  day  of  August 
last ;  of  Josepli  Ellis,  sworn  on  the  1st  day  of  September  instant ;  and 
of  Charles  Prentis,  sworn  on  the  29th  day  of  August  last ;  and  I  say 
that,  from  the  facts  there  spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and  circumstances 
aforesaid,  I  verily  believe  and  say  that  the  said  vessels  above  men- 
tioned as  having  been  launched  on  the  4:th  day  of  July  last,  and  on  the 
29th  day  of  August  last,  respectively,  are  being  equipped,  armed,  and 
fitted  out,  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  said  yessels  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  said  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  the  power 
of  government  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with 
latent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  and  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  of  America.  •  ^ 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

AfSrmed  at  the  custom-house  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
the  1st  day  of  September,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STEWAET, 

Assistant  Collector. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Ellis.- 

I,  Joseph  BUis,  of  ISo.  161  Athol  street,  in  Liverpool,  in  the  couuty  of 
Lancaster,  shipwright,  make  oath  and  say,  as  follows ; 

1.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  construction  of  iron-plated  vessels 
of  war,  having  assisted  to  build  vessels  of  that  description. 

2.  I  was  present  ia  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at 
Birkenhead,  on  Saturday  the  29th  day  of  August,  1863,  when  an  iron- 
plated  vessel,  lately  built  by  them,  was  launched. 

3.  The  launch  took  place  at  about  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  before 
the  vessel  went  off  the  ways  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  her  per- 
fectly well  from  the  keel  upward. 

4.  The  vessel  ia  question  is  a  screw  steamer,  somewhat  over  two  hun- 
dred feet  long,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  and  of  great  strength,  and 
covered  with  iron  plates  from  stem  to  stern.  The  said  vessel  Avould 
have  about  forty  feet  of  beam  amidships,  and  she  has  a  space  at  the 
stern,  and  another  space  at  the  bow,  both  of  which  are  covered  in  and 
protected  by  strong  iron  plating. 

5.  The  said  vessel  is  armed  with  a  very  formidable  ram  or  piercer, 
which  is  made  of  iron  or  steel,  and  projects,  as  well  as  I  could  judge, 
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about  five  feet  from  the  stem.  The  said  ram  or  piercer  was  nearly  sub- 
merged when  the  vessel  was  afloat  after  being  launched,  and  when  the 
vessel  is  in  sea-going  trim  the  ram  will  be  quite  under  the  water.  The 
said  ram  was  of  great  strength,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  intended  to 
be  used  for  destroying  other  vessels.  It  was  similar  in  appearance  to 
the  rams  which  I  have  seen  on  other  iron-clad  vessels  of  war. 

6.  The  said  vessel's  bulwarks  were  not  completed. 

7.  I  was  at  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard,  aforesaid,  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  last,  when  another  iron-clad  vessel,  armed  with  a  similar  ram  or 
piercer,  was  launched  from  the  ways,  on  the  north  side  of  the  ways  from 
which  the  iron-clad  vessel  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph  of  this 
afiadavit  was  launched  on  Saturday  last.  The  said  vessels  were,  as  far 
as  I  could  judge,  sister  ships;  and  similarly  constructed  in  aU  material 
respects.  On  the  said  4th  day  of  July  last,  one  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s 
workmen  showed  me  one  of  the  iron  plates  prepared  to  be  used  on  the 
said  vessel  launched  on  Saturday  last.  Such  plate  was  about  four  and 
a  half  inches  in  thickness. 

8.  On  the  said  4th  day  of  July  last  I  examined  the  said  vessel  which 
was  launched  on  Saturday  last,  and  I  saw  that  she  was  prepared  to  re- 
ceive two  circular  turrets,  such  as  would.be  used  for  carrying  turret  guns. 
On  the  same  day  I  saw  m  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard  the  frames  of  two 
turrets,  such  as  would  be  used  for  carrying  guns  on  board  such  a  ves- 
sel. On  Satui'day  last  I  saw  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  yard  two  turrets 
of  the  same  description,  but  in  a  more  advanced  state,  both  of  them  be- 
ing partially  plated  with  iron. 

9.  The  said  vessel  which  was  launched  on  Saturday  last  was  built  on 
and  launched  from  the  slip  which  is  at  the  south  end  of  Messrs.  Laird 
&  Co.'s  yard,  adjoining  Birkenhead  ferry.  The  other  vessel  above  men- 
tioned, which  was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  was  built  on  and 
launched  from  the  adjoining  sUp,  on  the  north  side  of  the  slip  first  men- 
tioned in  this  paragraph.  The  said  vessels  were  in  fact  built  side  by 
side. 

10.  The  said  ship  which  was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last  was 
on  Saturday  last  lying  afloat  in  a  wet  dock  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s 
yard,  and  I  endeavored  to  get  to  the  dock  to  see  her ;  I  was,  however, 
stopped  by  some  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'s  men.  I  told  them  I  wanted 
to  go  to  look  at  the  vessel  lying  in  the  wet  dock,  but  they  told  me 
that  their  orders  from  headquarters  were,  not  to  allow  any  one  to  pass 
to  see  that  vessel. 

11.  The  said  vessel  launched  on  Saturday  last,  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  vessel  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  as  aforesaid,  are,  be- 
yond all  doubt,  intended  for  iron-clad  vessels  of  war,  and  not  for  any 
other  purpose  whatever. 

JOSEPH  ELLIS. 

Sworn  at  the  custom-house  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
the  1st  day  of  September,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STBWAET, 

Assistant  Collector. 


Affidavit  of  diaries  Prentis. 

I,  Charles  Prentis,  of  New  London,  Connecticut,  at  present  in  Liver- 
pool, formerly  a  master  mariner,  and  now  a  merchant,  in  business  at 
New  London,  aforesaid,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  . 

1.  I  was  formerly,  for  ten  years,  master  of  merchant  vessels,  and  also 
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of  whaling  vessels,  and  I  have  seen  and  examined  many  vessels  of  war, 
both,  of  wood  and  iron.  I  have  also  examined  the  construction  of  sev- 
eral of  the  iron-clad  vessels  of  war  lately  built  by  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment. 

2.  On  the  28th  day  of  the  present  month  of  August  I  visited  the  yard 
of  Messrs.  Laird  Brothers,  at  Birkenhead,  and  inspected  two  iron-clad 
vessels  in  course  of  construction  there.  One  of  the  said  vessels  is  in  the 
wet  dock,  and  has  three  masts,  the  fore  and  main  masts  being  square- 
rigged.  She  has  a  round  overhanging  stern,  and  is  propelled  by  a  screw. 
Her  bow  is  wedge-shaped.  The  cut-water  is  almost  perpendicular,  nearly 
down  to  the  water-line,  when  it  comes  outward,  so  as  to  form  a  large 
projecting  ram  under  water.  She  has  also,  about  amidships,  a  turret 
capable  of  carrying  a  very  large  gun.  I  verily  believe  that  the  said 
vessel  is  an  iron-clad  war  vessel,  of  the  most  formidable  character,  armed 
with  a  ram  or  piercer,  constructed  for  the  express  purpose  of  sinking 
and  destroying  other  vessels. 

3.  The  said  vessel,  lastly  before  mentioned,  appeared  to  be  in  such-  a 
state  of  preparation  that,  in  my  opinion,  she  could  be  sent  to  sea  at  a 
few  hours'  notice. 

The  other  of  the  said  two  iron-clad  vessels  was  on  the  ways.  She  is 
finished  from  the  keel  to  the  upper  deck,  and  her  bulwarks  are  partly 
erected.  She  resembled  the  other  of  the  said  vessels  which  was  in  the 
wet  dock,  in  size  and  construction,  so  far  as  I  could  judge  from  looking 
at  her  on  the  ways,  and  she  was  armed  with  a  similar  ram  or  piercer  on 
her  stem.  I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  she  also  is  intended  for  an 
iron-clad  vessel  of  war. 

CHAELES  PEEKTIS. 

Sworn  at  the  custom-house  in  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
this  29th  day  of  August,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STEWAET, 

Assistant  Collector. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  147.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  4, 1863. 
SiK  :•  The  ram  launched  on  the  4th  of  July  is  still  here.  On  Wednes- 
day last  she  took  on  coal.  Yesterday  she  got  up  steam  and  had  a  trial 
of  her  engines.  I  understand  their  working  proved  satisfactory.  We. 
are  still  in  doubt  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  government.  Earl  Eussell's 
reply  to  the  address  of  the  Emancipation  Society  is  published  in  the 
London  papers  this  morning.  I  infer  from  this  that  they  do  not  think  the 
evidence  which  they  have  sufficient  to  stop  these  vessels ;  or  it  may  be 
that  they  do  not  regard  the  witnesses  who  have  made  the  affidavits  as 
"  credible."  The  hardship  in  all  these  cases  is  that  they  require  positive 
testimony  from  "  credible  "  witnesses  before  they  will'  move.  This  tes- 
timony we  have  to  procure,  and  they  provide  no  means  for  us  to  obtain 
it.  If  there  were  processes  by  which  we  could  summon  witnesses  and 
compel  them  to  testify,  the  case  would  not  be  so  hard.  As  it  is,  you 
can  only  obtain  it  in  one  of  two  ways,  persuasion  or  bribery.  The  first, 
in  a  hostUe  community  like  Liverpool,  where  every  man  who  takes  the 
side  of  the  I^Torth  or  who  would  testify  against  the  parties  aiding  the 
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confederates  is  marked,  if  not  persecuted,  is  almost  impossible,  and  the 
last  taints  the  evidence.  I  have  done  the  best  I  can ;  and  unless  I  should 
be  fortunate  enough  to  stumble  upon  some  unexpected  testimony,  the 
case  wiU  have  to  rest  upon  the  evidence  now  before  the  government.  I 
think  it  sufficient.  They  must  take  the  responsibility  on  themselves, 
either  to  stop  or  let  them  go  to  sea.  The  newspapers  comment  upon  the 
matter,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the  place  but 
what  knows  these  rams  are  intended  for  the  confederates.  Among  the 
business  men  on  'Change  it  is  the  leading  topic  of  conversation.  No 
one  there  pretends  to  deny,  but  aU  admit  ^nd  know,  that  they  are  for 
this  service.  On  the  second  instant  I  sent  in  an  affidavit  showing  that 
on  Friday  last  she  had  one  of  her  turrets  on.*  Inclogures  4  and  5  are 
copies  of  the  affidavit  and  the  letter  of  my  attorneys  accompanying  it. 
Yesterday  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  collector  of  customs,  telling  him 
they  were  taking  coal  on  board,  and  renewing  my  request  to  detain  the 
vessel.  Inclosure  No.  6  is  a  copy  of  this  letter.  Copies  of  aU  these 
papers  were  sent  to  Mr.  Adams.  I  fear  they  do  not  intend  to  stop  these 
vessels,  but  we  shall  know  in  a  few  days,  for  one  is  now  in  a  condition 
tor  sail,  andthe  other  wiU  soon  be  ready,  for  they  are  pushing  her  with 

all  possible  speed. 

*  *  #  #  *  *.  #  * 

•I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  488.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Septemher  4, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  this  day  to  Lord 
EusseU,  transmitting  another  deposition  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  re- 
lating to  the  preparation  for  departure  of  the  iron-clad  ram  from  Liver- 
pool. 

I  think  that.with  this  I  have  done  all  that  falls  within  my  province  to 
prevent  the  g9vemment  here  from  permitting  this  injurious  act.  The 
responsibility  for  the  consequences  of  it  must  now  rest  on  them.  From 
the  terms  of  a  leading  article  in  the  Globe  of  last  evening^  as  well  as  the 
printed  answer  of  Lord  EusseU  to  the  memorial  of  the  Union  and  Eman- 
cipation Committee,  I  much  fear  that  they  have  fallen  on  the  feeblest 
policy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCiS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  4,  1863. 
My  Lokd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  papers  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 

*  For  inolosuxes  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No*  488,  September  4, 
1863,  jpos«. 
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pool,  relating  to  the  preparation  for  immediate  departure  of  the  steam 
vessel  fitting  out  at  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against 
the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

Begging  your  lordship's  permission  here  to  record,  in  the  name  of  iny 
government,  this  last  solemn  protest  against  the  commission  of  such  an 
act  of  hostility  against  a  friendly  nation,  I  pray  yovir  lordship  to  accept 
the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon\  Eael  Eussell,  (fee,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Udwards. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  3, 1863. 
Sm :  Eeferring  to  my  application  made  to  you  so  long  since  as  the 
seventh  day  of  July  last,  to  detain  a  steam  iron-clad  ram  built  by  Messrs. 
Laird  for  the  confederates,  and  launched  on  the  fourth  of  July  last,  I 
have  now  to  inform  you  that  intelligence  on  which  I  place  full  reliance 
has  reached  me  that  the  vessel  is 'taking  coal  on  board,  and  I  apprehend 
that  she  may  go  to  sea  at  any  time  unless  detained. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
S.  Pbice  Edwauds,  Esq.,  Collector. 


Messrs.  Duncan,  Squarey  &  Blackmore  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

10  Water  Street,  September  2,  1863. 
Sir:  We  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  another  affidavit  of  Thomas 
Sweeney  in  reference  to  the  iron-clad  ram  launched  by  Messrs.  Laird  & 
Co.  on  the  fourth  of  July  last,  from  which,  we  submit,  it  appears  clearly 
that  there  is  the  greatest  risk  that  the  vessel  may  go  to  sea  at  any  time. 
On  behalf  of  the  United  States  government,  we  beg,  respectfully  to  .urge 
upon  you,  in  the  strongest  manner,  the  importance  of  taking  immediate 
steps  for  the  detention  of  the  vessel  in  question. 
We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

DUNOAi!?^,  SQUAEET  &  BLACKMOEE. 

S.  Price  Edwards,  Esq., 

Collector  of  Customs,  Liverpool. 


I,  Thomas  Sweeney,  of  IS'o.  57  Crosby  street,  Liverpool,  deck-planer, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  was  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  Brothers,  at  Birk- 
enhead, on  Friday  last,  the  28th  day  of  August  last,  at  about  3  o'clock 
p.  m.,  and  I  there  saw  in  one  of  the  graving  or  dry  docks  in  the  said 
yard  the  iron-clad  ram  referred  to  in  the  afftdavit  sworn  by  me  on  the 
11th  day  of  August  last,  before  the  deputy  assistant  collector  of  customs 
at  Liverpool,  as  having  been  launched  on  the  fourth  day  of  July  last,. 
and  known  as  'Bo.  294. 
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2.  When  I  saw  tlie  said  vessel  on  Friday  last,  as  above  mentioned,  the 
foi?ward  turret  had  been  put  into  the  place  prepared  for  it  on  board  the 
said  vessel  a  few  feet  aft  of  the  foremast;  and  the  other  turret^  intended 
for  the  after  part  of  said  vessel,  was  on  the  quay  alongside  of  the  dock 
in  which  the  vessel  was  lying,  in  a  position  from  which  it  might  be  lifted 
at  once  and  placed  on  board  the  said  vessel  by  the  crane.  The  vessel 
has  her  masts  in,  and  her  rigging,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  is  completed. 
She  had  no  sails  bent,  but,  as  her  engines  and  machinery  were  aU  in 
order  and  her  funnel  up,  she  is  in  a  position  to  put  up  steam  and  go  to 
sea  at  any  time. 

3.  The  graving  dock  in  which  the  said  vessel  lies  has  direct  commu- 
nication with  the  Eiver  Mersey,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  caisson, 
so  that  the  water  aan  be  let  in  at  any  time  with  the  flood  by  removing 
the  caisson. 

'  THOMAS  SWEENEY. 

Sworn  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the 
2d  day  of  September,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  a.  STEWAET, 

Assistant  Collector. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  490.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  4, 1863 — 4.20  p.  m. 
SiE :  I  have  this  moment  received  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell,  a  copy 
of  which  I  have  directed  to  be  at  once  made  out  to  be  transmitted  here- 
with.   It  seems  to  put  an  end  to  all  doubt  on  the  subject  discussed  in 
my  last  dispatch. 

Eegretting  deeply  the  weakness  that  has  prompted  this  policy,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  EEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oeeice,  September  1, 1863. 

Sir  :  Tou  have  already  been  informed  that  the  depositions  inclosed 
in  your  letters  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  25th  of  July,  and  14th  ultimo,  rel- 
ative to  the  iron-clad  vessels  in  course  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Lairds' 
yard  at  Birkenhead,  had  been  forwarded  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  that  such  steps  might  be  adopted  as 
could  legally  and  properly  be  taken,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  you  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  have  been  instituted. 

In  the  first  place,  her  Majesty's  government  are  advised  that  the  in- 
formation contained  in  the  depositions  is  in  a  great  measure  mere  hear- 
say evidence,  and  generally  that  it  is  not  such,  as  to  show  the  intent  or 
purpose  necessary  to  make  the  building  or  fitting  out  o^f  these  vessels 
illegal  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Secondly,  it  has  been  stated  to  her  Majesty's  government,  at  one  time, 
that  these  vessels  have  been  buUt  for  Frenchmen,  and  at  another  that 
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they  belonged  to  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  and  that  they  were  not  intended 
for  the  so-called  Confederate  States.  It  is  true,  that  in  your  letter  of 
the  25th  of  July  you  maintain  that  this  statement  as  regards  French 
ownership  is  a  pretence,  tout  the  inqtdries  set  on  foot  toy  her  Majesty's 
government  have  failed  to  show  that  it  is  without  foundation.  What- 
ever suspicion  may  toe  entertained  toy  the  United  States  consul  at  Liver- 
pool as  to  the  ultimate  destiuation  of  these  vessels,  the  fact  remains  that 
Mr.  Bravay,  a  French  merchant  residing  at  Paias,  who  is  represented  to 
toe  the  person  upon  whose  orders  these  ships  have  toeen  touilt,  has  per- 
sonally appeared  and  has  acted  in  that  character  at  Liverpool.  There 
is  no  legal  evidence  against  Mr.  Bravay's  claim,  nor  anything  to  affect 
him  with  any  illegal  act  or  purpose,  and  the^responsitole  agent  of  the 
customs  at  Liverpool  affirms  his  toelief  that  these  vessels  have  not  toeen 
touilt  for  the  confederates. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  having  regard  to  the  entire  insuffici- 
ency of  the  depositions  to  prove  ^ny  infraction  of  the  law,  her  Majesty's 
government  are  advised  that  they  cannot  interfere  in  any  way  with  these 
vessels. 

I  can  only  assure  you  that  a  careful  watch  shall  continue  to  toe  maiu- 
tained  over  them,  and  that  if  any  act  or  proceeding  contrary  to  the 
statute  can  toe  shown  toy  trustworthy  evidence  to  have  taken  place,  or  if 
any  trustworthy  person  will  furnish  her  Majesty's  government  with  such 
declaration  as  may  suffice  to  justify  the  detention  of  the  vessels  till  fur- 
ther inquiry  can  toe  made,  I  will  apply  to  the  treasury  to  prevent  the 
dej^rture  of  these  vessels  till  such  ftirther  inquiry  can  be  made. 

But  lam  sure  you  will  toe  disposed,  in  justice  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, to  admit  that,  in  the  atosence  of  all  evidence  upon  mere  hearsay, 
surmise,  conversation,  and  conjecture,  her  Majesty's  government  could 
not  properly  direct  a  prosecution  or  action  under  the  foreign  enlistment 
act.  A  court  of  justice  would  never  condemn  in  the  atosence  of  evidence,, 
and  the  gpvenunent  would  toe  justly  tolamed  for  acting  in  defiance  of 
the  principles  of  law  and  justice  long  recognized  and  estatolished  in  this 
country. 

I  feel  the  more  convinced  that  such  will  toe  your  opinion,  as  Mr.  Sew- 
ard, in  answering  a  note  of  Lord  Lyons  respecting  a  supposed  plan  of 
issuing  letters  of  marque  in  toehalf  of  the  Japanese  government,  says : 
"Prosecutions,  however,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  toe  set  on  foot  without 
affidavits  of  creditole  witnesses,  as  in  other  cases  of  imputed  misdemean- 
ors and  crimies." 

Such  are,  in  fact,  the  principles  of  American  as  well  as  of  British  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

E:USSELL, 

Chaelbs  Feawcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <S;e.,  <&c.j  i&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  697.]  Department  of  State,  , 

Washington,  Septemher  5, 1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  August  21  (Ko.  477)  has  been  received,  and  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  communicating  to  you  the  President's  approval  of 
your  proceedings  in  laying  before  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  the  additional  information  therein  mentioned  in  relation 
to  the  two  armed  vessels  which  are  being  prepared  at  Lairds'  shipyard, 
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for  hostilities  to  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  this  government 
is  strongly  predisposed  to  believe  the  assurances  of  her  Majesty^s  ministers 
of.  their  determination  to  maintain  a  proclaimed,  neutrality,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  regard  without  surprise  and  deep  concern  the  maturing  of  these 
hostile  armaments,  without  the  least  evidence  of  any  purpose  to  prevent 
their  departure  from  the  shores  of  Great  Britain. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLMM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chakles  Feanois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


% 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  700.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Septemher  5, 1863. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  August  20  [No.  472]  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President. 

I  have  bestowed  the  most  thoughtfiil  consideration  upon  your  sug- 
gestions concerning  the  importance  of  avoiding  collisions  with  Great 
Britain.  Your  observations  concerning  the  importance  of  more  effective 
measures  for  arresting  the  depredations  of  the  piratical  vessels  seem  so 
sagacious,  that  I  have  recommended  them  for  the  earnest  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

At  the  same  time,  you  will  excuse  me  for  stating  the  difftculties  of  en- 
during, without  a  resort  to  extreme  measures  of  resistance,  the  new  in- 
vasion which  is  threatened  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  The  navy 
understand  that,  although  the  capacities  of  the  department  have  been 
taxed  to  the  utmost  for  defensive  preparations  and  maintaining  the 
blockade,  they  neither  have  now,  nor  can  seasonably  have,  vessels  that 
can  be  spared  from  the  siege  of  Charleston,  adequate  to  resist  the  for- 
midable rams  which,  virtually  with  the  consent  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, are  within  a  few  weeks  to  come  forth  against  us  from  Lairds'  ship- 
yard. The  new  vessels  which  the  Lairds  are  preparing  must,  therefore, 
be  expected  to  enter  Portland,  Boston,  New  York,  or,  if  they  prefer, 
must  attempt  to  break  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  or  to  ascend  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans. 

Can  the  British  government  suppose  for  a  moment  that  such  an 
assault  as  is  thus  meditated  can  be  made  upon  us  by  British-built, 
armed,  and  jnanned  vessels,  without  at  once  arousing  the  whole  nation, 
and  making  a  retaliatory  war  inevitable  ?  Whatever  view  may  be  taken 
of  the  fortunes  of  the  insurrection  in  Europe,  it  is  deemed  cleax  in  this 
country  that  the  factious  spirit  which  gave  it  birth  is  rapidly  declining, 
and  the  sentiment  of  nationality  is  developing  itself  anew,  with  an  energy 
never  before  known.  The  nation,  after  two  years  of  experience  of  war, 
has  overcome  the  sense  of  fear,  while  its  temper  is  highly  excited.  It 
believes  that,  though  found  unprepared,  there  are  no  limits  to  its  ulti- 
mate ability  for  self-defense.  It  has  a  press  and  a  Congress  as  free  and 
as  bold  as  the  press  and  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  You  have 
only  to  listen  to  the  political  debates  in  any  part  of  the  country,  to  learn 
that  the  United  States  would  accept  an  unprovoked  foreign  war  now 
with  more  unanimity  and  cheerfulness  than  at  any  former  period.  I 
write  this  with  aU  the  earnestness  of  conviction,  and  with  all  the  con- 
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cern  wWcli  one  must  feel  who  believes  that  any  foreign  war  must  be 
only  inferior  in  the  danger  it  brings,  to  the  domestic  war  which  so  many, 
differing  from  me,  have  thought  endangered  the  very  existence  of  my 
country.  I  am  sure  that  British  statesmen  must  know  that  a  war  be- 
tween their  country  and  the  United  States  is  unnecessary,  and  that  it 
could  bring  no  resulting  benefits  to  Great  Britain.  For  the  interest  of 
both  countries  and  of  civilization,  I  hope  they  wUl  not  let  a  blow  faU 
from  under  their  hands  that  wiH  render  peace  impossible. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chables  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  491.]  Legation  op  the  TJniteb  States, 

London,  September  5, 1863—3  o'clock  p.  m. 
Snt :  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  and  have  only 
time  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  you  by  the  ordinary  mail. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  September  4, 1863, 
SiE :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  with  respect  to 
the  iron-clad  steam  rams  from  Messrs.  Lairds'  yard  at  Birkenhead,  as 
well  as  with  reference  to  previous  letters  from  you  on  the  same  subject, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  is  under  the  serious  and  anxious 
consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EUSSELL, 
Chaeles  F,  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  tfep.,  die. 


[From  British  Blue  Book  "  North  America,"  No.  5, 1864,  p.  18.J 
:S0.  14.  /  ^ 

Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Stuart. 
[Extract.] 

FoEBiGN  Office,  September  5, 1863. 

We  have  given  orders  to-day  to  the  commissioner  of  customs  at  Liv- 
erpool to  prevent  the  two  ironclads  leaving  the  Mersey.  These  orders 
had  scarcely  been  sent  when  we  received  the  note  from  Mr.  Adams,  of 
which  I  send  you  a  copy.t 

Mr.  Adams. is  .not  yet  aware  that  orders  have  been  given  to  stop  the 
vessels.    You  may  inform  Mr.  Seward  confidentially  of  the  fact. 

*  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Eussell  of  September  5,  annexed  to  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr. 
Seward,  No.  492,  September  8,  186a,  iiosf. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  492.]  LEeATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  September  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  At  the  last  moment  on  Saturday  I  sent  you  a  dispatch  by  the 
ordinary  mail,  containing  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  to  me  of  the  4th 
instant,  just  then  put  into  my  hands,  signifying  that  the  decision  of  the, 
government,  announced  in  his  previous  note  of  the  1st  instant,  had, 
under  the  effect  of  my  notes  of  the  3d  instant,  and  former  dates,  been 
subjected  to  a  reconsideration.  It  is  proper.now  to  add,  that  just  before 
the  reception  of  this  I  had  prepared  and  dispatched  another  one  in  re- 
ply to  the  previous  note  of  the  1st  instant,  which  I  then  supposed  to  be 
final.  A  copy  of  this,  .which  there  was  no  time  to  make  on  Saturday,  I 
now  transmit!^  I  need  not  say,  that  had  I  known  of  the  later  course  of 
the  government  in  season,  I  should  have  held  it  back.  Feeling  as  I  do 
the  heavy  responsibility  that  must  devolve  upon  me  in  the  conduct  of 
this  critical  transaction,  it  is  not  my  disposition  to  say  or  do  the  least 
thing  that  may  add  to  the  diflculties  inevitably  growing  out  of  it  be- 
tween the  countries.  You  will  perceive  that  I  have  abstained  from  even 
hinting  at  the  specific  measures  suggested  in  joxn  dispatch  No.  651  of 
the  11th  of  July,  as  alternatives  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the  British 
government  to  come  up  to  the  present  emergency.  Considering  the 
grave  nature  of  the  issue,  I  have  thought  it  wiser  not  to  give  any  handle 
to  the  pretense  that  resort  to  iutimidation  had  been  attempted.  At  the 
same  time,  I  have  endeavored  to  convey,  in  its  full  sense,  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  feeling  excited  in  both  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  extraordinary  and  unjustifiable  violations  of 
neutrality  continually  permitted  in  this  kingdom,  of  which  the  latest  is 
the  crowning  instance. 

In  regard  to  the  allegations  made  in  the  public  prints,  to  which  the 
Crown  lawyers  seem  to  have  been  disposed  to  attach  consequence,  of 
possible  ownership  of  these  vessels  either  by  France  or  by  Egypt,  I  ought, 
perhaps,  to  have  mentioned,  that  on  application  through  Mr.  Dayton,  in 
Paris,  and  to  Mr.  Musurus,  the  Turkish  ambassador  at  this  court,  I  had 
obtained  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  falsehood. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  most  extraordinary  circumstance 
attending  this  history  is  the  timidity  and  vacUation  in  the  assumption 
of  a  necessary  responsibility  by  the  Officers  of  the  Crown,  visible  through- 
out all  these  proceedings. 

Since  commencing  this  dispatch  I  have  received  a  note  from  Lord 
Eussell,  a  copy  of  which,  as  also  of  my  reply,  is  now  transmitted.  I  had 
been  somewhat  prepared,  for  the  intelligence  it  conveys  by  the  appear- 
ance in  the  Post  of  this  morning  of  an  article  bearing  an  official  aspect, 
to  the  same  effect.  Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the 
case,  and  the  heavy  responsibility  which  the  ministry  has  assumed  in 
taking  this  course,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  the  expedi- 
ency of  as  much  caution  and  forbearance  as  possible  in  the  treatment  of 
the  subject  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  CHAItLES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Setvaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  661,  July  11, 1863, 
see  subdivision  "  The  Alexandra,"  ante.] 


lairds'   IE0N-CL4.DS.  365 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the-  United  States, 

London.,  September  5,  1863. 

My  Loed  :  At  this  moment,  wlien  one  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  is  on 
the  point  of  departure  from  this  kingdom,  on  its  hostile  errand  against 
the  United  States,  I  am  honored  with- the  reply  of  your  lordship  to  my 
notes  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  25th  of  July  and  of  the  14th  of  August.  I 
trust  I  need  not  express  how  profound  is  my  regret  at  the  conclusion  to 
which  her  Majesty's  government  have  arrived.  I  can  regard  it  no  other- 
wise than  as  practically  opening  to  the  insurgents  free  liberty  in  this 
kingdom  to  execute  a  policy  described  in  one  of  their  late  publications 
in  the  following  language : 

"  In  the  present  state  of  the  harbor  defenses  of  Kew  York,  Boston, 
Portland,  and  smaller  northern  cities,  such  a  vessel  as  the  Warrior 
would  have  little  difficulty  in  entering  any  of  those  ports  and  inflicting 
a  vital  blow  upon  the  enemy.  The  destruction  of  Boston  alone  would 
be  worth  a  hundred  victories  in  the  field.  It  would  bring  such  a  terror  to 
the  '  blue-noses '  as  to  cause  them  to  wish  eagerly  for  peace,  despite  their 
overweening  love  of  gain,  which  has  been  so  freely  administered  to  since 
the  opening  of  this  war.  Vessels  of  the  Warrior  class  would  promptly 
raise  the  blockade  of  our  ports,  and  would  even,  in  this  respect,  confer 
advantages  which  would  soon  repay  the  cost  of  their  construction.'" 

It  would  be  superfluous  in  me  to  point  out  to  your  lordship  that  this 
is  war.  N^o  matter  what  may  be  the  theory  adopted  of  neutrality  in  a 
struggle,  when  this  process  is  carried  on  in  the  manner  indicated  from 
a  territory  aijd  with  the  aid  of  the.subjects  of  a  third  party,  that  third 
party  to  aU  intents  and  purposes  ceases  to  be  neutral.  Neither  is  it 
necessary  to  show  that  any  government  which  suffers  it  to  be  done  fails 
in  enforcing  the  essential  conditions  of  international  amity  towards  the 
country  agaiast  whom  the  hostUity  is  directed.  In  my  belief  it  is  im- 
possible that  any  nation,  retaining  a  proper  degree  of  self-respect,  could 
tamely  submit  to  a  continuance  of  relations  so  utterly  deficient  in  reci- 
procity.   I  have  no  idea  that  Great  Britain  would  do  so  for  a  moment. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  full  instructions  with  which  I  have 
been  furnished,  in  preparation  for  such  an  emergency,  I  deem  it  inexpe- 
dient for  me  to  attempt  any  recurrence  to  arguments  for  effective  inter- 
position in  the  present  case.  The  fatal  objection  of  impotency  which 
paralyzes  her  Majesty's  government  seems  to  present  an  insuperable 
barrier  against  all  further  reasoning.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  prefer 
to  desist  from  communicating  to  your  lordship  even  such  further  portions 
of  my  existing  instructions  as  are  suited  to  the  case,  lest  I  should  con- 
tribute to  aggravate  difficulties  already  far  too  serious.  I  therefore  con- 
tent myself  with  informing  your  lordship  that  I  transmit,  by  the  present 
steamer,  a  copy  of  your  note  for  the  consideration  of  my  government,  and 
shall  await  the  more  specific  directions  that  will  be  contained  in  the  reply. 

I  seize  this  opportunity  to  pray  permission  of  your  lordship  to  correct 
a  clerical  error  inadvertently  made  in  my  note  of  the  3d  instant,  in  in- 
serting the  date  of  two  notes  of  mine  as  having  received  the  express 
approbation  of  my  government.  The  intention  was  to  specify  only  one, 
that  of  the  11th  of  July.  The  correction  is  not  material,  excepting  as 
it  conforms  more  strictly  to  the  truth. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussbll,  (fee,  (fee,  c&c. 
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Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEBi&N  Office,  Septemier  8,  1863. 
Lord  Eussell  presents  Ms  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  tlie 
honor  to  inform  Mm  that  instructions  have  been  issued  which  will  pre- 
vent the  departure  of  the  two  iron-clad  vessels  from  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,^  September  9,  1863. 
Mt  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  yesterday,  announcing  the  determination  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  war  vessels  now  fit- 
ting out  at  Liverpool.  I  shall  take  gfeat  pleasure  in  transmitting  a  copy 
for  the  information  of  my  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  &c.,  (fee,  &c. 


[From  the  Morning  Post  of  September  8,  1863.] 

El  Totjssoun  and  Bl  Monassie. 

"  The  first  exploit  of  these  two  vessels  of  war,  which  have  now  almost 
arrived  at  completion  in  Mr.  Laird's  building  yard,  will  be  to  run  the 
home  blockade  of  legal  difiiculties  before  they  are  allowed  to  proceed  on 
their  destined  career,  whatever  that  may  be.  Whether  they  can  suc- 
cessfully navigate  the  channel  beset  with  shoals  and  rocks  through 
wMch  the  Alexandra  was  steered  remains  to  be  seen.  There  is  now,  we 
believe,  httle  doubt  that,  under  the  terms  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act, 
they  are  to  be  detained  by  government.  The  allegation  against  them  is 
that  they  are  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hostilities  against 
the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  that  they  were 
built  by  order  of  a  French  house  for  the  late  Pacha  of  Egypt,  who  gave 
the  firm  a  commission  for  the  coinage  of  a  large  sum  of  money  in  Prance, 
and  for  the  construction  of  two  steam-rams  in  England.  The  money 
was  duly  coined  and  received  in  Egypt.  The  vessels  were  in  course  of 
construction  when  the  Pacha  died,  and  his  successor  repudiated  that 
part  of  the  contract.  What  the  French  house  intends  to  do  with  them 
is  not  known.  The  accusation  is,  that  they  are  destined  for  war  with  a 
friendly  power.  They  will  consequently  be  detained,  and  a  court  of  law 
will  determine  whether,  under  the  terms  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act, 
the  detention  is  legal,  or  whether  the  owners  can  recover  them  fi-om  the 
hands  of  the  government." 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  148.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  8, 1863. 
SiE :  I  [have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  by  me  ad- 
dressed to  my  attorney  on  the  5th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  two  rams 
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buildiug  by  tlie  Lairds  for  the  insurgents.  The  letter  was  to  ascertain 
from  him.  whether  everything  had  been  done  that  we  could  do  to  stop 
the  sailing  of  these  two  vessels.  You  will  see  by  his  answer,  a  copy  of 
which  is  also  inclosed,  that  he  deems  the  affidavits  sufficient  to  detain 
the  vessels,  and  that  we  on  our  parts  have  done  all  we  can  do.  They 
are  marked  Nos.  1  and  2.  So  far  as  I  know,  nothing  has  been  done  by 
the  government  to  detain  them.  My  application  for  the  first  one 
launched  was  made  on  the  7th  of  July.  To  this  application  no  answer 
has  yet  been  given  to  me.  An  article  in  the  London  Morniag  Post,  of 
this  morning,  says  they  wUl  be  detaiaed. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  Wtt.t.tam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  BvMey  to  Mr.  Squarey. 

United  States  Consttlate, 

Liverpool,  September  5,  1863. 
Deab  Sib  :  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  English  government  do 
not  think  the  evidence  that  we  have  laid  before  them  sufficient  to 
detatu  the  two  rams  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  con- 
federates, and  that  they  will  not  do  anything  to  stop  their  saLliag.  In 
view  of  this,  I  desire  to  know  whether  I  can  do  anything  more  than  I 
have  done,  or  if  the  evidence  we  have  can  be  placed  in  any  stronger 
light  or  more  effective  manner  before  the  government  or  authorities  to 
accomplish  the  end  we  desire,  namely,  the  detention  of  these  vessels ; 
ia  a  word,  whether  you  can  suggest  anything  else  that  we  can  or  should 
do.  Please  advise  me  at  your  very  earliest  convenience. 
Very  respectfally,  yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
A.  F.  Squaebt,  Esq. 


Mr.  Squarey  to  Mr.  BvMey. 

'Eo.  10  Water  Street, 

Liverpool,  September  5,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  stating  that 
you  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  English  government  do  not  think 
the  evidence  laid  before  them  sufficient  to  justiJfy  the  detention  of  the 
two  rams  now  building  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.  for  the  confederates,  and 
desiring  to  know  whether  you  can  do  anythiug  more  than  you  have 
done  to  accomplish  the  detention  of  these  vessels,  and  whether  I  can 
suggest  anything  else  that  can  or  should  be  done  in  the  matter. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  opinion,  if  the  affidavits  which  have 
been  submitted  to  the  authorities  are  believed  by  them  to  be  true  state- 
ments of  facts,  a  case  hasbeen  made  out  which  would  justify  the  seiz- 
ure and  detention  of  the  vessels.  I  am  further  of  opinion  th4t  there  is 
no  sufficient  ground  for  doubting  the  correctness  of  the  facts  detailed  in 
the  affidavits.  The  evidence  as  to  the  warlike  character  of  the  vessels 
seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  conclusive.    The  evidence  that  the  vessels 
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are  intended  for  tlie  confederate  service  rests  mainly  upon  the  affidavits 
made  by  Clarence  Eandolpli  Yonge  and  George  Temple  Chapman.  It 
is  true  that  the  cross-examination  of  these  parties,  on  the  trial  of  the 
Alexandra  case,  showed  that  Tonge's  conduct  in  his  domestic  relations 
was  extremely  disgraceful,  and  that  Mr.  Chapman  had,  in  order,  as  he 
put  it,  to  serve  his  country,  acted  as  a  spy ;  but  no  attempt  was  made 
then,  and  nothing,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  occurred  since,  to  impugn 
the  truthfulness  of  the  evidence  given  by  them.  In  my  judgment, 
therefore,  their  affidavits  in  reference  to  these  iron-clad  rams  are  enti- 
tled to  credit.  After  most  anxious  consideration,  I  must  confess  that  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  suggest  anything  more  that  can  be  done  by  you,  or  by 
my  firm,  to  accomplish  the  end  you  have  in  view,  namely,  the  deten- 
tion of  these  vessels.  The  affidavits  sent  in  are  perfectly  intelligible, 
and  require  no  observations  or  explanations  to  assist  their  comprehen- 
sion. Further  evidence  as  to  the  character  of  the  ships  I  cannot  think 
necessary,  and  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  see  how  any  farther  evidence 
is  to  be  obtained  as  to  their  destination,  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  in  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  we  must  rely  entirely  upon  infor- 
mation given  voluntarily,  there  being  no  power  of  compellmg  unwilling 
witnesses  to  tell  what  they  know. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  very  truly,  (for  partners  and  self,) 

A.  F.  SQUAEET. 
T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  493.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  10, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  department  of 
dispatches  numbered  677,  and  from  684  to  687,  inclusive.  On  a  re-ex- 
amination of  the  flies,  I  find  that  'So.  676  has  not  yet  been  received. 

The  intelligence  received  here  of  the  effect  of  the  operations  against 
Fort  Sumter  and  Charleston  has  made  much  sensation.  It  seems  to 
be  the  signal  for  a  revolution  in  public  opinion,  which  may  become  com- 
plete if  the  sequel  of  the  military  news  should  continue  like  the  be- 
ginning. 

Notwithstanding  the  notice  in  the  Post  of  Tuesday,  and  the  official 
communication  to  me  of  the  decision  of  the  government  to  prevent  the 
departure  of  the  war  vessels  at  Liverpool,  of  which  I  apprised  you  in 
my  last  dispatch,  forwarded  out  of  course  by  yesterday's  steamer,  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  singular  delay  in  making  the  matter  generally 
known  to  the  public.  The  Times  of  this  morniiig  contains  a  leader 
predicated  upon  the  supposition  that  no  action  has  yet  been  taken,  yet 
evidently  designed  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  something  of  the 
kind  in  the  end. 

Lord  Eussell  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  London  on  Tuesday, 
the  day  of  the  date  of  his  note.  I  infer  that  either  it  was  prepared 
here  by  an  understanding  with  him  previously  agreed  upon,  or  that  he 
dictated  it  by  telegraph  from  Scotland.  The  form  seems  to  have  been 
chosen  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  a  signature. 
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But  a  still  more  significant  manifestation  of  the  altered  tone  of  the 
government  is  found  in  the  speech  made  by  Lord  Eussell  at  the  opening 
of  the  new  park  at  Dundee,  yesterday,  a  report  of  which  is  published 
in  the  newspapers  of  this  morning.  He  seems  to  have  rather  gone 
out  of  his  way  to  take  up  the  subject,  in  order  to  announce  the  policy 
of  the  government.  You  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  greatly  increased 
firmness  of  his  language,  and  more  especially  his  intention  that  new 
powers  may  be  solicited  from  Parliament,  if  those  now  held  should 
prove  insufficient.  This  is,  at  last,  the  true  tone.  I  confess  that  I  have 
more  hopes  of  our  prospect  of  being  able  to  preserve  friendly  relations 
than  at  any  moment  since  my  arrival  in  England.  Unless  some  new 
and  untoward  event  should  occur  to  make  other  complications,  I  see  no 
barrier  of  a  serious  character  to  our  continuance  in  peace. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WilliAjm  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  150.]  United  States  Consxtlate, 

Liverpool,  September  11, 1863. 

Sm:  The  rams  building  by  the  Lairds  for  the  confederates  stUl  con- 
tinue a  fruitful  topic  of  discussion  in  the  newspapers. 

Some  contend  they  are  to  be  stopped,  others  that  they  are  not.  Mr. 
Adams  no  doubt  will  advise  you  that  the  government  have  determined 
to  detain  them.  Up  to  this  writing  they  have  not  given  the  Lairds 
notice  that  they  intend  to  stop  the  vessels,  and  they  are  pushing  the 
work  on  them  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible.  On  the  one 
launched  on  the  29th  ultimo  they  have  two  gangs  of  hands  at  work,, ' 
one  during  the  day,  the  other  at  night.  The  collector  has  not  as 
yet  answered  my  applications  of  letters  to  him  on  this  subject. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  151.1  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  16,  1863. 
Sie:  ******  * 

One'of  the  men  from  Laird's  yard,  on  Monday  morning,  informed  me 
that  they  commenced  to  take  in  coals  on  the  ram  launched  on  the  4th 
July  on  Sunday  night,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  continued  at  it  until  six 
Monday  morning;  that  the  ram  was  to  come  out  of  her  dock  in  Laird's 
24  A  C— vol.  n 
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yard  that  day,  was  to  go  on  a  trial  trip  in  tlie  same  way  as  the  Alabama 
did,  and  never  return  to  this  port. 

I  thought  it  best  to  give  the  information  to  the  collector,  and  accord- 
ingly addressed  him  a  note,  of  which  inclosed  Ko.  1  is  a  copy. 

She  came  out  of  Laird's  dock  into  the  river,  about  half -past  eleven,  on 
Monday,  with  her  steam  up,  as  the  man  had  informed  me  she  would ; 
went  up  the  river  a  short  distance,  and  then  entered  what  is  called  the 
Great  Float,  a  public  dock  at  Birkenhead,  and  now  lies  in  the  same 
place  the  Alabama  lay  when  she  was  fitting  out  for  sea.  Have  not 
learned  whether  the  authorities  interfered  to  prevent,  or  whether  she 
intends  to  go  on  her  trial  trip  at  some  future  day. 

They  were  at  work  finishing  her  turrets  yesterday.  The  work  goes 
on  as  briskly  as  ever  on  each  vessel.  Inclosure  No.  3  contains  a  leader 
from  the  Daily  Post,  of  Liverpool,  on  the  rams  and  the  civil  war  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Whitly,  the  editor,  admits  the  war  would  never 
have  taken  place  had  Earl  Eussell  told  the  confederates  at  first  that 

they  would  have  no  aid,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  England. 

##*#**  ** 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  , 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

United  States  Consitlate, 

Liverpool,  September  14, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  the  iron-clad  ram  which  Messrs.  Laird  are 
building  for  the  confederates,  and  which  was  launched  from  their  yard 
on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  commenced  to  take  in  coals  from  railway, 
carriages  last  night  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  continued  so  to  do  up  to  six 
o'clock  this  morning ;  that  said  vessel  has  all  the  material  on  board 
necessary  to  complete  her,  and  that  she  is  to  leave  her  dock  this  morning, 
and  go  out  on  a  pretended  trial  trip,  and  not  again  return  to  this  port, 
but,  at  once,  sail  on  her  destined  cruise  to  make  war  against  the  United 
States.  You  will  recollect  the  Alabama  sailed  from  this  port  on  a 
trial  trip,  from  which  she  never  returned.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  give 
you  this  information,  and  hope  you  wiU  take  steps,  at  once,  to  prevent 
her  from  sailing. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H,  DUDLEY. 
S,  Price  Edwards,  Esq.,  Collector. 


[From  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post.] 

Just  now  we  want  a  Cromwell,  not  a  Eussell.  England  might,  and 
ought  to  have  prevented  the  war  in  America,  and  owing  to  her  want  of 
proper  policy  the  thousands  of  people  in  Lancashire  are,  at  this  moment, 
dying  a  'lingering  death  for  want  of  food.  We  state  this  on  the 
authority  of  the  .Times  correspondent,  who  speaks  from  personal  knowl- 
edge. Such  are  the  consequences  of  a  war  that  never  would  have  taken 
place  had  Earl  Eussell  told  the  confederates  at  first  that  they  would 
have  no  aid,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  England. 
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Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  16,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  28th  of  August,  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the  lith.  When  I  wrote, 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  iron-clads  would  be  allowed  to 
sail,  and  the  official  dispatch  of  Earl  Eussell  of  the  1st,  statiag  that 
the  government  could  not,  in  any  way,  interfere  with  them,  shows  that 
I  was  right  in  my  conclusions. 

Understanding  that  there  was  a  movement  on  foot  to  get  them  out 
under  the  French  flag,  on  the  plea  that  a  French  agent  had  purchased 
them  for  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  and  Mr.  Adams  being  absent,  I  at  once 
wrote  to  Mr.  Dayton,  and  telegraphed  Mr.  Thayer,  at  Alexandria.  Mr, 
Dayton  lost  no  time  in  obtaining  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  an  explicit 
denial  of  the  right  to  use  the  French  flag  for  such  a  purpose,  and  Mr. 
Thayer  replied  that  the  Pacha  had  not  purchased  these  iron-clads.  I 
also  obtained,  on  a  personal  application,  a  like  denial  from  M.  Musurus, 
the  Turkish  ambassador  here.  This  information  was  iised  immediately 
by  Mr.  Adams  on  his  return,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  of  use  in  chang- 
ing the  purpose  of  the  government,  as  instructions  were  soon  after 
given  for  the  detention  of  these  formidable  vessels.  IJarl  Eussell,  like- 
wise, in  a  very  long  and  labored  dispatch,  informs  Mr.  Adams,  this 
morning,  that  he  had  also  obtained  the  same  information.  At  all  events, 
the  vessels  are  temporarily  detained,  and  we  all  feel  relieved.  Still, 
the  work  upon  them  is  allowed  to  proceed  as  vigorously  as  ever,  and 
one  of  them  has  taken  her  coals  on  board  at  midnight,  and  is  now  ready 
for  sea.  The  arrival  of  ninety  of  the  Florida's  crew  at  Liverpool,  and 
the  published  statement  that  the  iron-clad  was  going  on  a  trial  trip  with 
the  permission  of  the  authorities,  coupled  with  the  wording  of  Earl 
Eussell's  note,  that  "  the  vessels  would  be  detained  until  inquiries  were 
brought  to  a  conclusion,"  all  point  to  the  danger  of  their  yet  escaping. 
If  happily,  however,  they  shall  be  refused  clearance,  I  am  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  range  of  General  Gilmore's  guns  has  had  more  weight 
than  all  other  evidence  and  arguments. 

I  am  induced  to  write  in  advance  of  dispatch  day,  by  reason  of  the 
many  contradictory  reports  set  afloat  in  the  papers  concerning  the  action 
of  the  government.  Earl  Eussell  reiterates,  in  his  last  note,  that  the 
government  have  issued  instructions  to  prevent  the  iron-clads  from  sail- 
ing "  until  satisfactory  evidence  is  furnished  of  their  destination,"  &c., 
&c.  Yet,  with  all  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  customs  at  Liverpool 
unfriendly,  they  may  get  out.  The  vessels  are  not  seized,  andj  of 
course,  not  in  custody.  The  confederates  are  desperate,  and  I  should 
not  be  at  aU  surprised  to  hear  at  any  time  of  this  pirate  having  stolen 
out  to  sea.  The  Florida  is  at  Brest,  dismantled,  and  a  full  complement 
of  men  are  ready  for  any  new  piratical  undertaking.  I  think  the  same 
preparations  should  continue  to  be  made  at  home  for  the  reception  of 
these  pirates  as  though  they  were  already  on  the  high  seas. 

You  will  please  excuse  this  unofficial  way  of  dealing  with  official 
matters,  but  I  have  thought  that  the  great  importance  attached  to  every- 
thing connected  with  the  dispatch  of  a  hostile  fleet  from  Great  Britain 
would  warrant  the  communication  of  intelligence  concerning  it,  outside 
of  the  legitimate  channel,  if  a  few  days'  information  in  advance  were 
thus  obtained.    Mr.  Adams  has  now  returned,  however,  and  will,  doubt- 
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less,  communicate  ofScially  the  further  correspondence  upon  this  all- 
important  subject,  by  the  next  steamer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  L.  WILSOIS". 
Hon.  P.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  497.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  17, 1863. 

SiE  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  this  week  of  your  dispatch, 
Ko.  688,  of  the  31st  of  August.  I  am  glad  to  learn  by  it  that  you  have 
returned  to  yoiu-  duties,  at  Washington,  invigorated  by  your  excursion. 

The  only  subject  of  interest  during  this  week  has  been  the  situation 
of  the  iron-clad  vessels  at  Liverpool.  On  Monday  morning  I  was  a 
little  startled  by  the  appearance  in  the  morning  newspapers  of  contra- 
dictory statements.  The  Post,  which  had  been  the  first  the  week  before 
to  announce  the  detention  of  the  ships,  now  came  out  with  an  intimation 
that  the  interdict  would  be  soon  removed,  as  the  true  object  of  the  ves- 
sels would  be  made  known.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Laird  would  be  per- 
mitted to  make  a  trial  trip,  on  the  promise  that  he  would  bring  the  ves- 
sel back  to  port  on  the  same  day.  Concurrently  with  my  reading  of  this 
notice,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  announcing 
that  one  of  the  vessels  had  been  taking  in  coals  during  the  night,  and 
was  about  to  depart  on  what  is  called  a  trial  trip,  from  which  she  would 
not  return. 

On  that  very  same  morning  special  notices,  drawn  up  in  identical 
terms,  appeared  in  the  Times,  the  News,  and  the  Star,  to  the  effect  that 
the  government  had  decided  to  detain  the  vessels  for  a  decision  upon 
their  character.  The  official  nature  of  this  statement  was  distinctly 
marked. 

Whilst  I  was  in  doubt  what  to  make  of  this,  I  received  another  tele- 
gram from  Mr.  Dudley,  announcing  that  the  vessel,  instead  of  going  out 
on  a  trial  trip,  as  expected,  had  been  floated  to  Birkenhead,  as  if  to  lie 
up  in  dock. 

The  same  evening  I  received  from  Lord  Eussell  the  note,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted.  Although  the  reasoning  is  a  little  varied 
from  that  in  his  preceding  papers,  I  concluded  that  it  would  be  better  to 
enter  iato  a  pretty  full  consideration  of  it,  if  for  no  other  motive,  at 
least  to  soften  in  a  degree  the  character  of  my  former  note,  at  which  he 
appears  to  take  exceptions.  A  copy  of  my  reply  accompanies  this  dis- 
patch. 

On  the  whole,  I  scarcely  know  what  to  say  of  the  prospect  for  the 
future.  The  fact  that  there  is  great  vacillation  of  purpose  is  apparent 
from  the  record  as  it  has  been  laid  before  you.  The  disinclination  to 
run  a  risk  of  extremities  is  evident  not  only  by  the  change  of  policy, 
but  by  the  altered  tone  of  the  London  Times,  in  discussing  this  question. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  pressure  of  the  opposite  interest  in  Liverpool 
and  London  is  very  formidable,  and  it  has  Vnore  or  less  of  co-operation 
within  the  cabinet  itself.  I  am  afraid  that  a  neatly-invented  falsehood 
might  have  an  effect  to  procure  the  release  of  the  vessels.  At  the  same 
time  I  think  the  desire  of  Lord  Eussell  and  the  liberal  portion  of  the 
cabinet,  to  act  in  good  faith  as  far  as  they  can,  up  to  the  line  of  their 
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neutral  obligations,  may  be  relied  upon,  should  tbe  circumstances  favor 
the  prosecution  of  their  policy.  Something  will  depend  on  the  course 
of  events  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


.  Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Septemher  11, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  and  have  read  it 
with  great  regret. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  maintain  a 
strict  neutrality  between  the  parties  who  for. two  years  have  carried  on 
a  civil  war  of  unusual  extent  and  loss  of  life  on  the  continent  of  North 
America. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  for  the  most  part,  succeeded  in  this 
impartial  course.  If  they  have  been  unable  to  prevent  some  violations 
of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  Queen's  subjects,  the  cause  has  been  that 
Great  Britain  is  a  country  which  is  governed  by  definite  laws,  and  is  not 
subject  to  arbitrary  wiU.  But  law,  as  you  are  well  aware,  is  enforced 
here,  as  in  the  United  States,  by  independent  courts  of  justice,  which 
Avill  not  admit  assertion  for  proof,  nor  conjecture  for  certainty. 

In  the  United  States,  as  in  England,  questions  of  this  nature  have 
been  discussed  by  judges  of  great  legal  ability,  .whose  learning  and 
impartiality  have  given  weight  and  authority  to  their  decisions  in  every 
part  of  the  civUized  world. 

Her  Majesty's  government  feel  confident  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  be  disposed  rather  to  resort  to  those  great  expositors 
of  international  law,  and  to  be  guided  rather  by  a  careful  examination 
of  the  course  of  her  Majesty's  government,  than  to  yield  to  the  hasty 
conclusions  and  prejudicial  imputations  of  public  clamor. 

For  instance,  in  the  case  still  pending  of  the  iron-clad  steam-rams  at 
Birkenhead,  Mr.  Seward,  with  his  knowledge  and  perspicuity  of  judg- 
ment, cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  that  it  was  necessary  to  show,  not  only 
that  these  vessels  were  built  and  equipped  for  purposes  of  war,  but  also 
that  they  were  intended  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

With  a  view  to  complete  the  evidence  on  this  head,  it  was  material  to 
prove  that  the  iron-clads  were  not  intended  for  the  French  government, 
or  for  the  Pacha  of  Egypt.  With  respect  to  the  French  government,  her 
Majesty's  government  have  received,  upon  inquiry,  assurances,  through 
Earl  Cowley  and  the  Marquis  of  Oadore,  that  the  French  gOA'^ernment 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Birkenhead  iron-clads. 

In  respect  to  the  Egyptian  government,  it  was  only  on  the  5th  instant 
that  her  Majesty's  government  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Colquhoun, 
her  Majesty's  consul  general  in  Egypt,  which  is  conclusive  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  reported  on  the  28th  August,  that  M.  Bravay,  a  French 
subject,  and  a  member  of  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies,  had  stated 
to  Ismail  Pacha,  very  lately,  that  the  orders  for  the  two  iron-clads  were 
given  when  said  Pacha  was  last  in  Paris.  M.  Bravay  seems  to  have 
iirged  Ismail  Pacha  to  fulfiU  the  verbal  contract  of  his  predecessor,  and 
to  purchase  these  vessels,  for  which  he,  M.  Bravay,  had  paid,  as  he 
alleged,  a  large  sum  on  account, 
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But  Ismail  Pacha,  Mr.  Oolguhoun  adds,  refused  to  purchase  these 
vessels. 

From  this  example,  aud  that  of  the  vessels  built  for  the  Emperor  Of 
China,  whose  name  was  alleged  all  over  the  United  States  to  be  a  mere 
sham  to  cover  the  real  destination  of  the  vessels,  the  President  will 
gather  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  dispassionate  and  careful  in  inquiries 
and  statements  upon  subjects  involviug  such  great  interests,  and  affect- 
ing the  good  faith  and  the  character  of  a  power  so  honorable  as  Great 
Britain. 

These  matters  will,  no  doubt,  be  duly  and  dispassionately  considered 
by  the  government  at  Washington,  however  they  may  have  been  under- 
stood in  London. 

I  deem  it  right,  however,  to  observe  that  the  question  at  issue  between 
yourself  and  her  Majesty's  government  relates  to  two  separate  and  dis- 
tinct matters,  the  general  international  duties  of  neutrality,  and  the 
municipal  law  of  the  United  Kingdom.  With  regard  to  the  general 
duties  of  a  neutral,  according  to  international  law,  the  true  doctrine 
has  been  laid  down  repeatedly  by  Presidents  and  judges  of  eminence 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  doctrine  is,  that  a  neutral  may  sell  to 
either  or  both  of  two  belligerent  parties  any  implements  or  munitions  of 
war  which  such  belligerent  may  wish  to  purchase  from  the  subjects  of 
the  neutral ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  reason  why  a  ship  that  is  to  be 
used  for  warlike  purposes  is  more  an  instrument  or  implement  of  war 
than  cannon,  muskets,  swords,  bayonets,  gunpowder,  and  projectiles  to 
be  fired  from  cannon  and  muskets.  A  ship  or  a  musket  may  be  sold  to 
one  belligerent  or  the  other,  and  only  ceases  to  be  neutral  when  the  ship 
is  owned,  manned,  and  employed  in  war,  and  the  musket  is  held  by  a 
soldier,  and  used  for  the  purpose  of  killing  his  enemy.  In  fact,  the  ship 
can  never  be  expected  to  decide  a  war  or  a  campaign,  whereas  the  other 
things  above  mentioned  may,  by  equipping  a  large  army,  enable  the 
belligerent  which  requires  them  to  obtain  decisive  advantages  in  the 
war. 

Then,  again,  as  regards  the  employment  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral 
by  either  belligerent :  it  is  obvious  that  even  if  the  whole  crew  of  a 
ship  of  war  were  composed  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral,  that  crew  would 
have  less  influence  on  the  results  of  the  war  than  whole  regiments  and 
brigades  employed  on  land,  and  composed  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral 
state. 

Ilfow,  admitting  that  the  confederates  have  been  able  to  employ  some 
vessels  built  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  prevent  it ;  and  admitting,  also,  that  which  is 
believed  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  confederates  have  derived  a  limited 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  United  Kingdom,  notwith- 
standing the  federal  blockade  of  their  ports ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  perfectly  notorious  that  the  federal  government  have  purchased  in 
and  obtained  from  the  United  Kingdom  a  far  gxeater  quantity  of  arms 
and  warhke  stores. 

As  far,  theu,  as  regards  the  drawing  warlike  supplies  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  federal  government  has  done  in  that  respect  a  great  deal 
more  than  the  confederates  have  done ;  and  if,  in  contradiction  to  the 
doctrine  repeatedly  and  deliberately  promulgated  by  Presidents  of  the 
United  States,  the  furnishing  of  such  supplies  by  the  subjects  of  a 
neutral  to  one  belligerent  is,  as  you  would  seem  to  represent  it,  an  act 
of  war  against  the  other  belligerent,  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  must  be  deemed  to  be  at  war  with  both  the  contending  parties 
in  irorth  America,  but  to  have  given  greater  assistance  in  the  war  to 
the  federals  than  to  the  confederates. 


LAIEDS'   IRON-CLADS.  375 

But  if  tlie  question  witli  regard  to  men  is  to  be  raised,  the  difference 
is  far  greater.  Even  admitted,  as  asserted  by  you,  tbougli  her  Majesty's 
government  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  a  small  number  of 
British  subjects  have,  in  deiiance  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  engaged 
in  the  service,  either  by  sea  or  land,  of  the  confederates,  it  might  be 
asked  whether  no  British  seamen  are  now  employed  in  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  government  ?  At  all  events,  it  is  well  knowji  that 
large  numbers  of  natural-born  subjects  of  her  Majesty  have  fought  and 
fallen  in  the  ranks  of  the  federal  armies,  and  it  is  confidently  asserted, 
though  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  proof  of  the  fact,  that  agents 
of  the  federal  government  are  employed  within  the  United  Kingdom  to 
engage  subjects  of  her  Majesty  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  with  a 
view  of  engaging  when  there  in  the  military  service  of  the  federal 
government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  fain  hope  that  such  reports  are  un- 
founded, because  such  a  proceeding  would  not  only  be  a  departure  from 
international  comity,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  tempting  British  subjects 
to  act  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  but  it  would  also  be 
diametrically  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  upon  a  similar  matter  in  1855,  during  the  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  Russia. 

Upon  the  second  branch  of  this  subject,  namely,  the  question  how  far 
her  Majesty's  government  have  enforced  the.  municipal  law  of  the 
United  Kingdom  commonly  called  the  "foreign  enlistment  act,"  her 
Majesty's  government  can  only  repeat  that  they  have  taken  every  step 
to  enforce  that  law,  which  by  legal  authority  they  have  been  advised  to 
be  within  their  competency,  and  her  Majesty's  government  will,  from  a 
due  regard  to  their  own  good  faith,  and  to  the  national  dignity,  con- 
tinue, without  regard  to  any  other  considerations,  to  pursue  the  same 
course. 

Her  Majesty's  government  forbear  from  making  any  remarks  upon 
the  passage  which  is  quoted  by  you  from  some  confederate  newspaper, 
the  editor  of  which  tries  to  show  what  damage  the  Warrior  could  inflict 
upon  the  seaboard  of  the  federal  States.  Such  remarks  have,  happily, 
no  bearing  upon  the  present  state  of  things,  and  may  be  dismissed 
without  comment. 

Her  Majesty's  government,  in  conclusion,  can  only  hope  that  the 
government  at  Washington  may  take  a  calmer  and  more  dispassionate 
view  of  these  matters  than  seems  to  be  inferred  from  your  note ;  but, 
at  aU  events,  her  Majesty's  government  can,  with  perfect  sincerity,  as- 
sure you  that  it  is  their  earnest  desire  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties 
of  neutrality  in  the  unhappy  conflict  which  now  devastates  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  States  of  North  America,  and  that  so  far  from  being 
animated  by  any  feelings  of  hostility  towards  either  of  the  contending 
parties,  they  would  deem  it  fortunate  and  honorable  to  Great  Britain  if 
any  opportunity  should  occur  which  could  offer  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment the  slightest  chance  of  being  in  any  way  useful  in  promoting  the 
establishment  of  peace. 

I  have  to  add  that  instructions  have  been  issued  for  preventing  the 
departure  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  in  question  from  Liverpool  until  satis- 
factory evidence  can  be  given  as  to  their  destination,  or,  at  all  events, 
until  the  inquiries  which  are  now  being  prosecuted  with  a  view  to  obtain 
such  evidence  shall  have  been  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chables  tPEANOIS  ADAMS,  Esq.,  (fee,  <&c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  16,  1863, 

Mt  Loeb  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  14th,  of 
your  note,  dated  on  the  11th,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  5th  of  the  current 
month. 

Your  lordship  remarks  that  you  had  read  my  letter  with  great  regret. 
On  my  part,  I  am  very  sure  that  it  could  not  exceed  the  regret  with 
which  I  wrote  it. 

You  are  pleaded  to  observe  that  her  Majesty's  government  hopes  my 
government  may  take  a  calmer  and  more  dispassionate  view  of  the  mat- 
ters involved  in  this  discussion  than  seems  to  be  inferred  from  my  note. 
If  in  that  note  I  should  have  unfortunately  led  her  Majesty's  government 
to  any  inference  of  the  kind,  I  can  only  assure  your  lordship  that  the 
fault  must  be  exclusively  mine.  At  the  same  time  I  feel  it  my  duty  not 
to  disguise  from  you  the  very  grave  sense  it  entertains  of  the  danger  that 
her  Majesty's  kingdom  may  be  freely  used  by  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  in  conjunction  with  numerous  ill-disposed  subjects  of  her  own,  to 
carry  on  a  war  against  them  in  manner  and  spirit  wholly  at  variance 
with  the  rules  of  neutrality  which  her  Majesty's  governmenthas  prescribed 
for  itself  in  the  present  contest,  as  well  as  with  the  stronger  obligations 
of  amity  and  good  will  imposed  by  solemn  treaties  long  since  entered 
into  between  the  parties. 

Your  lordship  appears  disposed  to  throw  aside  the  extract  made  in  my 
note  from  an  insurgent  publication  as  "happily  having  no  bearing  upon 
the  present  state  of  things."  That  publication  was  predicated  ujion  the 
expectation  raised  by  the  report  of  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  that  no 
further  obstructions  to  the  full  execution  of  the  policy  therein  mdicated 
would  be  made  in  the  ports  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom.  Coming,  as  it 
did,  in  corroboration  of  secret  information  derived  from  other  sources, 
I  certainly  felt  as  if  it  was  incumbent  upon  me  to  lay  before  you  a  view 
of  the  consequences  not  unlikely  to  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
clusions announced  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  1st,  which  fully  justified 
that  expectation.  If  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  the  power  to 
prevent  the  harbors  and  towns  of  a  friendly  nation  from  being  destroyed 
by  vessels  built  by  British  subjects,  and  equipped,  manned,  and  dis- 
patched ixom  her  harbors  with  the  intention  to  work  that  immense  mis- 
chief, then  is  the  neutrality  of  the  kingdom  nothing  more  than  a  shadow, 
under  which  war  may  be  conducted  with  more  effect  than  if  undisguised, 
and  all  international  obligations,  whether  implied  or  expressed,  not  worth 
the  paper  on  which  they  are  written. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  intention  to  renew  with  your  lordship  the  discus- 
sion of  the  extent  to  which  a  belligerent  may  draw  resources  from  the 
territories  of  a  neutral,  nor  yet  to  examine  the  degree  in  which  the  respect- 
ive parties  to  the  present  contest  have  done  so  in  Great  Britain. 

The  limit  in  the  firsl  instance  is  weU  known  to  be  the  law  of  trade, 
which  passively  ignores  the  character  of  the  purchaser.  That  limit,  I 
desire  once  more  to  declare  to  your  lordship,  has  never  been  passed  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  whatever  may  be  the  insinuations 
or  intimations  to  the  contrary,  to  which  your  lordship  alludes.  The 
repeated  and  authorized  denials  of  them  made  by  me  would  seem,  in 
ordinary  courtesy,  to  be  entitled  to  full  confidence,  at  least  so  long  as  it 
is  admitted  that  no  evidence  exists  to  impair  its  reputation  for  good 
faith. 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  history  of  the  past  two  years  has  proved  beyond 
the  possibility  of  denial  that  the  insurgents  have  steadily  and  persist- 
ently been  engaged  in  transgressing  the  limit  above  laid  down.  They 
have  built  ships  in  the  ports  of  tliis  kingdom  with  the  intent  to  make 
war  on  the  United  States ;  they  have  equipped  and  armed  those  ships 
with  the  aid  of  British  subjects ;  they  have  manned  those  ships  by  the 
enlistment  of  British  subjects,  and  without  ever  entering  any  insurgent 
harbors ;  they  have  sailed  on  the  high  seas  committing  depredations  on 
the  property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag.  In  advance  of  this  series  of  proceedings  I  have  been  steadily 
engaged  in  making  representations  of  the  danger  of  the  same  to  your 
lordship,  the  correctness  of  which  has  been  almost  uniformly  verified  by 
the  result.  In  the  very  first  instance  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent a  remonstrance  to  your  lordship,  (the  case  of  the  gujjboat  Oreto,)  it 
appears,  from  the  admission  of  the  individual  now  in  command  of  that 
vessel,  under  the  name  of  the  Florida,  that  she  was  built  in  the  port  of  Liv- 
erpool with  the  intention  to  carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I 
quote  from  the  language  of  a  letter  signed  J.  N.  Maffltt,  which  has  ap- 
peared in  the  public  prints,  when  I  say  that  "  that  corvette  has,  in  fact, 
been  built  and  armed  by  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America." 

This  building  and  arming  are  well  known  to  have  been  done  from  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies ;  and  just  so 
has  it  been  with  the  other  vessels  of  the  same  nature  now  on  the  ocean, 
that  have  never  yet  earned  any  national  character  excepting  that  which 
may  attach  to  them  from  the  territory  where  they  were  built,  equipped, 
manned,  and  armed. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge  further  upon  this  view  of  the  case, 
or  to  contrast  this  conduct  of  the  insurgents  with  that  observed  by  the 
United  States.  I  shall  content  myself  only  with  pointing  out  to  your 
lordshij)  that  the  suffering  by  Great  Britain  of  such  proceedings  as  I 
have  complained  of  is  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  neutrality  established 
by  the  law  of  nations,  as  laid  down  by  distinguished  writers,  including 
your  lordship,  as  well  as  of  the  very  terms  of  the  enlistment  act,  as 
adopted  in  this  kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  those  rules. 

This  is  the  language  of  Martens  on  the  subject: 

"  Gelui  1^,  au  contraire,  blesse  les  devoirs  de  la  neutrality  qui,  sans 
engagemens  ant^rieurs,        *         *  *         *         #        tolere  sur  son 

territoire  les  preparatifs  militaires  de  I'une  des  puissances  b^Uig^rentes, 
en  souffrant  des  armemens  en  course,"  &c.,  &o. 

I  now  quote  from  the  authority  of  your  lordship  himself: 
Attempts  on  the  part  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  government  to  take 
part  in  a  war,  or  to  make  use  of  a  neutral  territory  as  an  arsenal  or  bar- 
rack for  the  preparation  and  inception  of  direct  and  immediate  hostili- 
ties against  a  state  with  which  their  government  is  at  peace,  as  by  enlist- 
ing soldiers,  or  fitting  out  ships  of  war,  and  so  converting,  as  it  were, 
neutral  territory  into  a  hosfile  depot  or  post,  in  order  to  carry  on  hostili- 
ties therefrom,  have  an  obvious  tendency  to  involve  in  the  war  the  neu- 
tral government  which  tolerates  such  proceedings.  Such  attempts,  if 
unchecked,  might  imply  at  least  an  indirect  participation  in  hostile  acts, 
and  they  are,  therefore,  consistently  treated  by  the  government  of  the 
neutral  state  as  offenses  against  its  public  policy  and  safety,  which  may 
thereby  be  implicated." 

How  far  the  enlistment  act  appears  to  have  been  infringed  upon,  I 
trust  I  need  go  no  further  to  show  than  to  quote  the  view,  with  which 
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your  lordship  has  heretofore  honored  me,  of  what  acts  constitute  a 
violation  of  that  statute : 

"The  foreign  enlistment  act  is  intended  to  prevent  the  subjects  of  the 
Crown  from  goiug  to  war  when  the  sovereign  is  not  at  war. 

"Thus,  private  persons  are  prohibited  from  fitting  out  a  ship  of  war  in 
our  ports,  or  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  a  foreign  state  at  war  with 
another  state,  or  in  the  service  of  insurgents  against  a  foreign  sovereign 
or  state.  In  these  cases  the  person  so  acting  would  carry  on  war,  and 
thus  might  engage  the  name  of  their  sovereign  and  of  their  nation  in  bel- 
ligerent operations." 

And  here  your  lordship  will  permit  me  to  remind  you  that  her  Majes- 
ty's government  cannot  justly  plead  the  iuefflcacy  of  the  provisions  of 
the  enlistment  law  to  enforce  the  duties  of  neutrality  iu  the  present 
emergency  as  depriving  them  of  the  power  to  prevent  the  anticipated 
danger.  It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  that  the  proposition  made  by 
you,  and  which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  medium  of  conveying  to  my 
government,  to  agree  upon  some  forms  of  amendment  of  the  respective 
statutes  of  the  two  countries,  in  order  to  make  them  more  effective,  was 
entertained  by  the  latter,  not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  ability 
to  enforce  the  existing  statute,  but  from  a  desire  to  cooperate  with  what 
then  appeared  to  be  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's  ministers.  But,  upon 
my  communicating  this  reply  to  your  lordship,  and  inviting  the  discus- 
sion of  propositions,  you  then  informed  me  that  it  had  been  decided  not 
to  proceed  any  further  in  this  direction,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
cabinet,  sustained  by  the  authority  of  the  lord  chancellor,  that  the  law 
was  fully  effective  in  its  present  shape. 

It  should  here  be  observed  that  it  was  because  I  inferred  from  the 
language  of  your  lordship's  note  of  the  1st  of  this  month  a  vutual  abne- 
gation by  her  Majesty's  government  of  all  power  practically  to  prevent 
the  violation  of  these  admitted  obligations  of  neutrality  notoriously 
going  on  within  this  kingdom,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  represent  in  firm, 
but  I  trust  not  disrespectful  nor  unsuitable  language,  the  strong  sense 
of  injury  which  my  government  would  unquestionably  entertain  on  learn- 
ing the  unfortunate  conclusion  to  which  they  had  arrived. 

And  here  I  must  ask  permission  of  your  lordship  to  observe  that  the 
disposition  shown  in  that  note  to  attach  credit  to  a  fraud  which,  to  me, 
seems  so  transparent  as  that  attempted  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Bravay, 
was  calculated  to  inspire  in  me  the  most  serious  fears  of  the  possibility 
of  my  ever  being  able  to  interpose  the  smallest  obstacle  in  future  to  the 
most  barefaced  imposture  that  might  be  practiced  in  these  cases  on  her 
Majesty's  government.  Well  knowing  the  unscrupulous  character  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  these  operations,  I  had  every  reason  to  apprehend 
they  would  always  be  prepared  with  some  similar  specious  pretence  to 
annul  any  attempts  further  to  hinder  their  illegal  operations. 

The  stipulated  ownership  of  this  Mr.  Bravay  appears  to  have  dated 
so  long  back  as  on  the  3d  of  July  last.  It  was  first  alleged  that  it  had 
been  claimed  through  the  official  agency  of  the  consul  of  France  at  Liv- 
erpool. And  in  this  form  the  story  was  honored  by  the  countenance  of 
the  first  minister,  Lord  Palmerston,  in  the  debate  which  took  place  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  23d  of  that  month.  Your  lordship  will 
recoUect  that  I  took  immediate  measures  to  procure  an  effectual  disa- 
vowal of  that  authority  by  the  French  consul,  and  to  furnish  the  evidence 
to  you.  Supposing  that  her  Majesty's  government  were  perfectly  satis- 
fled  with  this,  you  may  judge  of  my  extreme  astonishment  when  I  gath- 
ered from  your  note  of  the  1st  instant  that  her  Majesty's  government, 
nearly  two  months  afterwards,  was  still  entertaining  doubts  about  the 
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trath  of  this  story,  and  had  not,  during  the  long  interval,  obtained  the 
evidence  to  set  the  matter  at  rest.  Had  your  lordship  done  me  the  favor  to 
maition  the  doubt  at  any  time,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  could  have  supplied 
the  necessary  proof  to  dispel  that  illusion.  I  could  have  pointed  out  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Bravay,  professing  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Pacha  of 
Egypt,  yet  carefully  abstaining  from  any  communication  with  his  alleged 
Employer,  had  addressed  himself  instead  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
to  get  the  support  of  his  embassy  in  England,  in  order  to  effect  the 
transfer  of  the  vessels  from  under  the  British  authority. 

He  was  foiled  in  this  attempt  by  the  plain  answer,  that  the  ships  hav- 
ing a  foreign  destination,  the  French  agents  had  no  authority  to  intervene 
with  the  British  government  to  effect  such  a  transfer.  Not  satisfied  with 
making  this  answer,  however,  I  am  informed  that  the  French  govern- 
ment at  once  applied  to  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt  in  order  to  verify  the  cor- 
rectness of  Mr.  Bravay's  statement.  The  answer  was,  what  might  naturally 
have  been  inferred,  a  complete  disavowal  of  any  share  in  the  transac- 
tion. •  Mr.  Bravay,  on  being  applied  to  for  a  copy  of  any  contract  under 
which  he  could  claim  to  act  for  the  Pacha,  was  obliged  to  confess  that 
he  had  none.  But  he  then  pretended  that  his  agreement  was  verbal 
with  a  person  who  he  was  sure  could  not  this  time  be  confronted  with 
him  to  prove  his  want  of  veracity,  the  late  Pacha  of  the  same  country. 

Such  being  the  facts  attending  this  extraordinary  imposture,  your 
lordship  may  judge  of  my  surprise  on  learning  from  your  note  that  on  1st 
of  September  "  the  inquiries  set  on  foot  by  her  Majesty's  government  had 
failed  to  show  that  the  statement  of  French  ownership  was  without 
foundation;"  furthermore,  that  "  there  was  no  legal  evidence  against  Mr. 
Bravay's  claim,  and  that  the  responsible  agent  of  the  customs  at  Liver- 
pool affirmed  his  belief  that  these  vessels  had  not  been  built  for  the  confed- 
erates." Lastly,  "  that  upon  these  and  other  grounds  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment were  advised  that  they  could  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  these 
vessels." 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  was  some- 
what moved  on  perceiving  that  the  peace  of  two  great  countries,  and  the 
lives  of,  perhaps,  thousands  of  the  people  inhabiting  them,  were  about 
to  be  seriously  endangered  by  the  acts  of  profligate  and  unscrupulous 
mischief-makers,  whose  operations  were  to  be  permitted  by  reason  of  the 
want  of  a  scruple  of  technical  evidence  to  prove  a  gross  and  flagrant 
fraud. 

With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  customs  agent  at  Liver- 
pool, I  had  already  had  abundant  causes  to  know  the  value  of  that  in 
various  preceding  instances  in  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  address  remon- 
strances against  the  notorious  proceedings  at  that  port.  If  her  Majesty's 
ministers  look  no  further  for  proof  to  invalidate  the  evidence  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  present,  1  can  readily  foresee  what  will  be  the 
issue.  I  respectfully  submit  that  the  interests  of  two  nations  are  of  too 
much  magnitude  to  be  measured  by  the  infinitesimal  scale  of  the  testi- 
mony permissible  before  a  jury  in  a  common  law  court.  I  may  be  par- 
doned if  I  here  remind  your  lordship  of  the  significant  language  used  in 
a  parallel  case  in  former  days  by  that  distinguished  British  statesman, 
George  Canning,  when  he  deprecated  the  consequence  of  permitting  the 
paltry  pettifogging  way  of  fitting  out  ships  in  British  harbors,  to  "  sneaJc 
his  country  into  a  war."  It  may,  indeed,  well  be  that  the  inability  to  pre- 
vent some  violations  of  neutrality  in  past  instances,  which  your  lordship 
is  candid  enough  to  confess,  may  be  regarded  by  the  United  States  as 
proceeding  from  special  causes,  which  ought  not  to  impair  confidence  in 
the  enforcement  of  a  general  policy  of  neutrality  by  her  Majesty's  gov- 
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ernment ;  but  I  pray  your  lordship  to  consider  wliat  can  be  that  security, 
when  all  the  barriers  are  virtually  removed  out  of  the  way  of  an  effect- 
ive levying  of  war  against  them  from  this  kingdom  on  the  most  formida- 
ble scale. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  persist  in  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  present  to  your  attention,  in  regard  to  the  charac- 
ter and  intent  of  the  war  vessels  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  is  entitled  to 
belief,  at  least  so  long  asit  is  not  rebutted  by  far  stronger  proof  to°  the 
contrary  than  that  held  out  by  the  unsupported  word  of  a  French  com- 
mercial adventurer,  found  to  have  been  capable  of  prevarication,  if  not  of 
absolute  falsehood,  or  by  the  bare  opinion  of  an  official  person  probably 
entertaining  a  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the  guilty  parties.  The  very  fact 
that  resort  has  been  had  to  such  flimsy  pretences  to  prevent  the  detec- 
tion of  the  true  object,  seems  to  afford  the  strongest  proof  that  that 
object  is  not  a  lawful  one,  and  is  the  one  pointed  out  in  that  evidence.  All 
exterior  circumstances  go  to  coniirm  this  view.  The  universal  impres- 
sion notoriously  existing  in  Liverpool,  the  concurrent  intimatipns  of  the 
press  of  the  insurgent  States,  and  the  absence  of  any  other  suitable 
explanation,  though  not  constituting  in  themselves  technical  evidence, 
are  yet  important  adjuncts  to  that  which  may  fairly  be  classed  imder  the 
definition.  For  myself,  I  must  add  that  I  entertain  not  a  shadow  of 
doubt  that  the  substance  of  the  evidence  is  true.  If,  then,  there  be  any 
virtue  in  the  authority  upon  which  her  Majesty's  government  deliberately 
decided  that  the  provisions  of  the  enlistment  act  could  be  enforced  with- 
out the  need  of  any  amendment,  this  is,  surely,  a  most  fitting  find  urgent 
occasion  upon  which  all  the  majesty  of  the  law  may  be  invoked  to  the 
end  of  establishing  justice  and  maintaining  peace. 

In  conclusion,  I  pray  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  spite 
of  the  decision  to  which  her  Majesty's  government  appear  to  have  arrived, 
and  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  no  efforts  are  intermitted  to  prepare  the  war  ves- 
sels for  immediate  departure.  Well  acquainted,  as  I  am,  with  the  des- 
perate character  of  the  chief  persons  engaged  in  the  insurrection  in  the 
United  States,  I  shah  be  little  surprised  at  learning  of  their  resort  to  any 
and  every  expedient,  however  audacious  or  dishonest,  which  may  have 
for  its  object  the  possession  of  these  formidable  ships. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEAlJfCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Etjssell,  (fee,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr,  Dudley  to -Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  153.]  United  States  Consxjlate, 

Liverpool,  September  19,  1863. 
Sir:  a  merchant  of  the  first  respectability,  on  the  17th  instant, 
informed  me  that  the  ram  first  launched  was  to  be  completed  and  handed 
over  to  her  owner  to-day,  and  to  be  at  once  placed  under  the  Danish 
flag,  and  on  Monday  next  to  leave  this  port  under  this  flag.  He  assured 
me  that  this  information  came  directly  from  the  Lairds,  and  that  I  could 
rely  on  its  being  true.    My  informant  understood  this  as  being  a  mere 
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dodge  to  get  them  out.  He  further  informed  me  that  the  Lairds  asserted 
in  the  most  positive  manner  that  the  rams  had  not  been  stopped.  I  at 
once  called  on  the  Danish  consul  at  this  port;  told  him  what  I  had  heard. 
He  assured  me  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it,  aud  promised  to  let  me 
know  if  an  application  was  made  to  him  to  put  them  under  his  flag. 
I  communicated  all  this,  the  same  day,  to  Mr.  Adams. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  714.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  September  19, 1863. 
Sir:  Tour  dispatch  of  the  3d  of  September  (ISTo.  486)  has  been  submit- 
ted to  the  President,  and  I  have  .the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that 
your  proceedings  therein  related,  in  regard  to  a  further  representation  to 
Earl  Eussell  on  the  subject  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  at  Lairds'  ship- yards, 
are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  tfcc,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  716.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  19, 1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  September  (No.  488)  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  President.  Tour  proceedings  therein  mentioned,  includ- 
ing the  protest  you  have  made  against  permitting  the  iron-clads  at 
Lairds'  to  depart  on  their  destructive  errand,  are  distinctly  and  unre- 
servedly approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  717.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  19, 1863, 
Sir  :  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  your  dispatches  of  the  4th  of 
September,  (No.  490,)  and  of  the  5th  of  September,  (No.  491.)  With 
these  papers  came  two  notes  addregsed  to  you  by  Earl  Eussell,  one  under 
date  of  the  1st  of  September,  and  the  other  under  that  of  the  4th  instant, 
and  both  of  which  relate  to  the  subject  of  the  iron-clads  at  Lairds'  ship- 
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yard  in  Liverpool.  Simultaneously  with  these  papers,  the  honorable 
William  Stuart,  her  Majesty's  acting  charge  d'affaires,  called  at  this 
department  and  made  a  statement  upon  the  subject  of  that  correspond- 
ence, to  the  effect  set  down  in  a  memorandum,  which  you  will  find 
appended  to  this  communication.  Not  knowing  whether  her  Majesty's 
government  may  have  thought  it  proper  to  advise  you  of  its  views  as 
fully  as  here  they  have  advised  us,  and  yet  thinking  it  important  that 
you  should  have  all  the  informatioa  which  this  department  possesses,  I 
have  concluded  to  give  j-^ou  this  information.  #  *  *  * 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chaei,es  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &o.,  <&c. 


MEMORANDUM. 

Mr.  Stuart  called  on  the  18th  instant  to  say  that  he  had  received  a 
confidential  note  authorizing  him  to  say  to  Mr.  Seward  that  an  order 
was  sent  on  the  5th  instant  to  stop  the  steamers  from  leaving  port.  That 
this  order  was  given  prior  to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  same 
date.  That  the  British  government  believed  the  vessels  were  not  origin- 
ally ordered  by  the  "confederates,"  or  by  persons' in  their  interest,  yet 
deemed  it  not  improbable  that  they  might  have  since  been  transferred  to 
such  persons.  That  the  British  government  stiU  doubted  whether  affida- 
vits or  other  evidence  sufficient  to  meet  the  reguirements  of  the  courts 
of  law  <l^-d\CL  be  obtained;  yet  that,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  they 
had  decided  to  take  the  risk  of  stopping  the  vessels.  Mr.  Stuart 
remarked  that  relations  between  the  two  countries  had  become  rather 
critical  on  this  point,  but  that  he  trusted  this  was  now  past,  and  he 
hoped  that  hereafter  affairs  between  us  would  go  on  more  smoothly. 
He  was  sure  the  intelligence  would  be  gratifying  to  Mr.  Seward,  and 
perhaps  relieve  some  anxiety,  as  he  (Mr.  Seward)  might  have  received 
by  the  mail  different  and  more  alarming  intelligence.  He  remarked  that 
the  note  to  him  was  a  confidential  one,  and  suggested  that  for  the  pres- 
ent publicity  should  not  be  given  to  the  matter. 

The  Assistant  Secretary,  to  whom  Mr.  Stuart  made  this  communica- 
tion, ill  reply,  promised  to  convey  its  substance  to  the  Secretary  and  the 
President,  who,  he  did  not  doubt,  would  receive  it  with  much  satisfaction, 
and  would  regard  it  as  confidential,  for  the  present,  understanding  that 
to  be  the  wish  of  the  British  government. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  725.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Sq)temher  28, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
8th  of  September,  (So.  492,)  together  with  the  correspondence  which 
took  place  between  Earl  Eussell  and  yourself  on  the  occasion  of  the  decis- 
ion of  her  Majesty's  government  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  iron-clad 
steamships  which  have  been  prepared  at  Liverpool  to  make  war  against 
the  United  States. 

You  are  already  aware  of  the  considerations  affecting  the  safety  of  our 
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country  wMcli  make  tliis  proceeding  eminently  gratifying.  There  are, 
however,  other  circumstances  which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  This 
government  has  not  been  forgetful  of  the  agency  of  disloyal  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  inaugurating  the  hostile  enterprise,  and  in  instigat- 
ing debates  in  Parliament  and  in  the  press  which  have  tended  to  embar- 
rass the  British  ministry,  and  aggravate  the  responsibility  which  has 
devolved  upon  them.  The  President,  therefore,  thinks  that  he  appre- 
hends in  some  degree  the  firmness  and  fidelity  to  just  principles  which 
the  cabinet  of  London  has  exercised.  Nor  does  he  for  a  moment  doubt 
that  a  sincere  desire.to  culitivate  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  has 
had  its  proper  influence  in  the  determination  at  which  the  cabinet  has 
arrived.  You  will,  therefore,  specially  inform  Earl  Eussell  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  will  hereafter  hold  itself  obliged,  with  even 
more  care  than  heretofore,  to  endeavor  to  conduct  its  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain  in  such  a  manner  that  the  civil  war  in  which  we  are  unhap- 
pily engaged  shall,  when  it  comes  to  an  end,  leave  to  neither  nation  any 
permanent  cause  of  discontent. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Frajs^cis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  (fee,  tfcc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

Ko.  504.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  702  to  709,  inclusive. 

The  event  of  the  week  has  been  the  speech  of  Earl  Eussell  at  Blair- 
gowrie, evidently  drawn  forth  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Sumner's  address  at 
]!few  York.  A  newspaper  report  of  it  was  transmitted  to  you,  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  in  the  middle  of  the  week;  it  shows  a  marked  advance  in  his 
lordship's  opinions,  as  well  as  in  his  confidence  in  expressing  them.  If 
we  could  understand  him  as  conveying  the  sense  of  the  ministry,  his 
tone  would  be  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in  its  future  policy.  But 
I  regret  to  perceive  indications  of  a  disposition  to  leave  the  question  of 
the  detention  of  the  steam  war  vessels  so  far  doubtful  as  to  encourage  the 
rebels  to  keep  their  hold  upon  them.  Were  it  not  for  this,  there  are 
parties  here  who  would  be  glad  to  negotiate  for  them  in  a  legitimate 
way,  and  thus  remove  at  once  this  fruitful  cause  of  difficulty  between 
the  countries.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  in  a  situation  in  which  I  may 
be  able  to  do  something  to  bring  this  result  about. 

I  transmit  copies  of  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell  to  me  of  the  25th  instant 
on  this  subject,  and  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Earl  Bussell  to  Mr  Adams. 

PoEEiGN  Office,  September  25, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  had. the  honor  to  receive  your  letters  of  the  16th  and  17th 
of  September. 

As  the  whole  question  is  under  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, and  the  orders  given  not  to  permit  the  iron-clads  to  leave  Liv- 
erpool until  farther  inquiry  has  been  made,  seem  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  the  present  moment,  I  will  delay  any  answer  to  these  letters 
till  the  facts  have  been  more  fully  ascertained. 

It  is  right  to  inform  you  that  upon  receiving  assurance,  which  the 
treasury  considers  satisfactory,  that  the  vessel  shall  be  returned  to  Birk- 
enhejiid,  the  Messrs.  Laird  have  been  permitted  to  make  a  trial  trip  with 
the  vessel  which  is  the  most  advanced. 

I  can  assure  you  that  I  am  not  less  anxious  than  yourself  that  the 
duties  of  neutrality  should  be  performed  strictly  and  impartially  by 
the  government  of  Great  Britain. 

There  are,  however,  passages  in  your  letter  of  the  16th,  as  well  as  in 
some  of  your  former  ones,  which  so  plainly  and  repeatedly  imply  an  inti- 
mation of  hostile  proceeding  towards  Great  Britain  on  the  part  of  the 
government  of  the  IFnited  States,  unless  steps  are  taken  by  her  Majesty's 
government  which  the  law  does  not  authorize,  or  unless  the  law,  which 
you  consider  as  insufftcient,  is  altered,  that  I  deem  it  incumbent  upon 
me,  in  behalf  of  her  Majesty's  government,  frankly  to  state  to  you  that 
her  Majesty's  government  will  not  be  induced  by  any  such  consideration 
either  to  overstep  the  limits  of  the  law,  or  to  propose  to  Parliament  any 
new  law  which  they  may  not,  for  reasons  of  their  own,  think  proper  to 
be  adopted.  They  will  not  shrink  from  any  consequences  of  such  a 
decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

ETJSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  September  29,  1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  25th  instant.  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  a  copy  to 
my  government. 

I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon,  if  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  what  portions  of  my  late  correspondence  could  justify  the  impli- 
cations to  which  you  refer.  So  far  from  intimating  "hostile  proceeding 
towards  Great  Britain," ' '  unless  the  law,  which  "  I "  consider  as  insufficient, 
is  altered,"  the  burden  of  my  argument  was  to  urge  a  reliance  upon  the 
law  as  sufficient,  as  well  from  the  past  experience  of  the  United  States 
as  from  the  confidence  expressed  in  it  by  the  most  eminent  authority  in 
the  kingdom.  Neither  do  I  find  any  ground  for  the  other  implication. 
It  is  very  true  that  I  have  deeply  regretted  the  supposition  that  her 
Majesty's  government  should  admit  itself  powerless  to  execute  any  of 
those  obligations  which  are  recognized  by  the  consent  pf  civilized  nations, 
as  weU  as  the  faith  of  treaties,  to  be  binding  equally  upon  aU,  and  I  have 
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taken  the  liberty  to  point  out  the  consequences  which  follow  that  ina- 
bility, in  the  absolute  necessity  imposed  upon  an  aggrieved  party  to 
defend  itself  from  the  worst  of  injuries.  This  is  the  principle  which  I 
have  been  directed  to  maintain,  not  from  any  idea  of  presenting  any  form 
of  condition  whatever  to  her  Majesty's  government,  but  from  a  confident 
expectation  that  an  address  to  its  sense  of  right  may  avail  to  gain  for 
the  United  States  exactly  the  same  measure  of  justice  which  it  would 
expect  from  that  country  in  return,  were  the  respective  situations 
reversed.  If,  in  any  respect,  I  have  appeared  to  transgress  the  line  of 
argument  here  laid  down,  I  pjray  your  lordship  to  consider  the  fault  as 
one  not  of  intention  on  my  part,  and  not  at  all  belonging  to  my  govern- 
ment. In  transmitting  your  lordship's  note  without  further  comment,  I 
shall  hope  to  be  able  to  submit  the  question  in  what  degree  its  senti- 
ments may  have  been  in  any  particular  misinterpreted  by  me. 

I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  assurances  to  your 
lordship  of  the  earnestness  with  which  I  have  ever  striven  to  maintain 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power  the  relations  of  amity  and  good  will  between 
the  two  countries. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

OHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon,  Eael  Eussell,  <&c.,  &c.,  do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  729.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  5,  18C3. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  to  submit  to  the  President 
your  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  September,  aSTo.  497,  which  relates  to  the 
iron-clad  vessels  built  at  Lairds'  ship-yards  for  war  against  the  United 
States,  and  which  is  accompanied  by  a  very  interesting  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  on  that  subject  between  yourself  and  Earl  Eussell. 

The  positions  you  have  taken  in  this  correspondence  are  approved. 

It  is  indeed  a  cause  of  profound  concern  that,  notwithstanding  an 
engagement  which  the  President  has  accepted  as  final,  there  still 
remains  a  doubt  whether  those  vessels  will  be  prevented  fsom  coming 
out,  according  to  the  original  hostile  purposes  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States  residing  in  Great  Britain.  You  have,  however,  exhausted 
the  argument  upon  that  subject ;  nor  do  I  perceive  that  your  exposition 
can  be  improved  or  materially  re-enforced.  Earl  Eussell  remarks,  that 
her  Majesty's  government  having  proclaimed  neutrality,  have  in  good 
faith  exerted  themselves  to  maintain  it.  I  have  not  to  say  now  for  the 
first  time,  that  however  satisfactory  th3,t  position  may  be  to  the  British 
nation,  it  does  not  at  all  relieve  the  gravity  of  the  question  in  the 
United  States.  The  proclamation  of  neutrality  was  a  concession  of  bel- 
ligerent rights  to  the  insurgents,  and  was  deemed  by  this  government 
as  unnecessary,  and  in  effect  as  unfriendly,  as  it  has  since  proved  injuri- 
ous to  this  country.  The  successive  preparations  of  hostile  naval  expe- 
ditions in  Great  Britain  are  regarded  here  as  fruits  of  that  injurious 
proclamation. 

Earl  Eussell  adds  that  the  United  States  have  derived  some  military 
supplies  from  Great  Britain,  and  enlisted  many  British  subjects  in  their 
cause.    But  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  neither  such  supplies  nor  such 
25  A  C— VOL.  n 
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men  would  have  been  necessary  if  Great  Britain  had  not,  so  far  as  she 
■was  concerned,  first  raised  the  "insurgents  to  the  position  of  belligerents. 
liTeither  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  other  recognized  party, 
has  contended,  or  can  contend,  that  the  United  States  have  violated  any 
municipal  law,  or  any  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nations,  or  even  comity 
towards  the  British  government,  in  the  proceedings  by  which  they  have 
received  as  merchandise  supplies  derived  fi"om  British  sources,  and  have 
accepted  British  subjects  voluntarily  residing  in  our  own  country,  and  vol- 
untarily enlisting  as  soldiers  and  seamen  in  maintaining  the  cause  of  the 
Union.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  stand  upon 
what  they  think  impregnable  ground,  when  they  refuse  to  be  derogated, 
by  any  act  of  British  government,  from  their  position  as  a  sovereign 
nation  in  amity  with  Great  Britain,  and  placed  upon  a  footing  of  equality 
with  domestic  insurgents  who  have  risen  iip  in  resistance  against  their 
authority. 

It  does  not  remain  for  us  even  to  indicate  to  Great  Britain  the  serious 
consequences  which  must  ensue,  if  the  iron-clads  shall  come  forth  upon 
their  work  of  destruction.  They  have  been  tiilly  revealed  to  yourself, 
and  you  have  made  them  known  to  Earl  Eussell,  within  the  restraints 
which  an  honest  and  habitual  respect  for  the  government  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  imposes.  It  seems  to  me  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment might  be  expected  to  i^erceive  and  appreciate  them,  even  if  we 
were  henceforth  silent  upon  the  subject.  When  our  unhappy  civil  war 
broke  out,  we  distinctly  confessed  that  we  knew  what  great  teu)i)tatious 
it  offered  to  foreign  intervention  and  aggression,  and  that  in  no  event 
could  such  intervention  or  aggression  be  endured.  It  was  apparent 
that  such  aggression,  if  it  should  come,  must  travel  over  the  seas,  and 
therefore  must  be  met  and  encountered,  if  at  all,  by  maritime  resistance. 
We  addressed  ourselves  to  prepare  the  means  of  such  resistance.  We 
have  now  a  navy,  not  indeed  as  am])le  as  we  propose,  but  yet  one  which 
we  feel  assured  is  not  altogether  inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  self- 
defense,  and  it  is  yet  rapidly  increasing  in  men,  material,  and  engines 
of  war.  Besides  this  regular  naval  force,  the  President  has  asked,  and 
Congress  has  given  him,  authority  to  convert  the  mercantile  marine  into 
armed  squadrons,  by  the  issue  of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  All 
the  world  might  see,  if  it  would,  that  the  great  arm  of  naval  defense  has 
not  been  thus  invigorated  for  the  mere  purpose  of  maintaining  a  block- 
ade, or  enforcing  our  authority  against  the  insurgents,  for  practically 
they  have  never  had  an  open  port,  or  built  and  armed,  nor  could  they 
from  their  own  resources  build  and  arm,  a  single  ship  of  war.  Every 
European  statesman  who  knows  anything  of  our  history,  or  even  of  the 
nature  of  our  complex  republican  institutions,  understands  full  well  that 
we  are  building  a  navy  not  for  ulterior,  or  even  immediate  foreign  war, 
but  for  self-defense.  Thus,  the  world  is  left  free  to  understand  that  our 
measures  of  maritime  war  are  intended  to  resist  maiitime  aggression, 
which  is  constantly  threatened  from  abroad,  and  even  more  constantly 
apprehended  at  home.  That  it  would  be  employed  for  that  purpose,  if 
such  aggression  should  beattempted,  would  seem  certain,  unless,  indeed, 
there  should  be  reason  to  sui)pose  that  the  people  do  not  in  this  respect  ap- 
I»roveof  the  policy  and  sympathize  with  the  sentiments  of  the  executive 
government.  But  the  resistance  of  foreign  aggression  by  all  the  means 
in  our  power,  and  at  the  hazard,  if  need  be,  of  the  national  life  itself,  is 
the  one  point  of  policy  on  which  the  American  i)eople  seem  to  be  unaid- 
mous,  and  in  comi)lete  harmony  with  the  President.  This  is  no  menace 
of  war  to  Great  Britain ;  it  is  simply  an  assumption  of  the  position  of 
self-defense  against  a  naval  enemy,  from  whatever  quarter  he  may  come 
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Need  I  add,  that  this  position  is  not  affected  by  the  character  in  which 
the  enemy  may  come,  ■whether  under  the  authority  and  bearing  the  flag 
of  a  foreign  state,  or  as  an  unauthorized  invader,  defying  the  authority 
of  his  own  state,  while  seeking  to  invade  our  own.  If,  then,  we  shall 
become  engaged  with  such  an  enemy,  whether  he  comes  from  Great 
Britain,  or  from  France,  or  from  Eussia,  what  must  be  the  limit  of  our 
resistance?  The  law  of  nations  says  that  tlie  only  limit  is  that  which 
can  Ue  defined  by  ascertaining  the  magnitude  of  the  public  danger. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary,  or  would  be  useful,  to  communicate 
any  part  of  this  paper  to  Earl  Russell.    But  the  President  is  of  opinion 
that  you  should  be  fully  apprised  of  the  views  of  this  government,  and 
authorized  to  use  them  as  you  may  think  proper. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  (fie,  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  516.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  9, 1863. 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  No.  504,  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  under  date  of  the 
5th  of  October,  acknowledging  the  reception  of  my  letter  to  him  of  the 
29th  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  October  5, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  of  September,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  25th  of  that  month,  and  I 
am  very  glad  to  find  that  I  had  misunderstood  you,  and  that  the  pas- 
sages in  your  correspondence  which  had  led  to  my  observations  were 
merely  intended  by  you  to  express  your  confidence  that  the  sense  of 
right,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  would  avail  to  gaiu  for 
the  United  States  exactly  the  same  measure  of  justice  which  it  would 
expect  from  the  United  States  in  return,  were  the  respective  situations 
reversed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  die,  &e. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  164.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  October  X%  1863. 

Sib:  *        ,       *  *  *  * 

Day  before  yesterday,  I  learned  that  the  government  had  sent  orders 
down  to  Captain  Ingelfield,  the  captain  who  commands  the  naval  force 
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on  this  station,  to  seize  the  rams,  if  either  attempted  to  sail ;  and  that 
he  had  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  carry  out  his  orders.  This  morning  I 
cut  the  slips  from  the  papers  contained"  in  inclosure  No.  1.  From  them 
it  would  appear  that  the  government  has .  actually  seized  the  vessels. 
The  issuing  of  the  orders  to  Captain  Ingelfield  satisfied  me  that  they 
were  now  in  earnest.  Up  to  this  time,  I  could  not  say  that  they  were, 
for  though  they  had  assured  us  the  A-essels  would  nob  be  permitted  to 
sail,  Avithout  their  being  satisfied  they  were  not  to  be  used  against  the 
United  States,  it  was  very  evident  from  the  way  they  acted  about  them, 
that  it  was  with  reluctance  they  had  given  us  the  notice,  and  that  they 
were  still  willing  to  permit  them  to  sail,  if  any*  decent  pretext  could  but 
be  found  to  justify  them.  Captain  Ingelfield  is  a  most  energetic  olficer 
and  will  obey  his  orders.  Ithinklcannowsay  to  you,  with  every  assurance 
of  its  truthj  that  the  two  rams  are  stopped.  If  they  will  but  follow  out 
the  plan  recommended  by  my  legal  advisers,  place  the  parties  implicated 
upon  the  witness  stand,  there  will  be  no  doubt  about  the  result  of  the 
trial.  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  slip  from  the  Post  of  to-day,  con- 
taining the  substance  of  a  memorial  from  the  Southern  Club  at  Preston 
to  Earl  Eussell,  protesting  against  the  action  of  the  government  in  stop- 
ping the  rams.  If  anything  was  wanting  to  show  the  character  and  des- 
■Hnation  of  these  vessels,  this  would  seem  to  supply  it. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  518.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  16,  1863. 

Sib  :  Upon  the  reception  of  your  No.  725,  of-  the  28th  of  September, 
I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  in  the  sense  of  that  dispatch.  A  copy 
is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  government  has  within  the  past  week  adoj)ted  measures  of  a  much 
more  positive  character  than  heretofore  to  stop  the  steam-rams.  Of  the 
reasons  for  this  I  have  not  been  ofiScially  apprised.  My  conjecture  is, 
that  they  had  cause  to  suspect  attempts  would  be  made  to  get  at  least 
one  of  them  out  by  stealth.  Having  myself  received  secret  information 
of  this  nature  in  connection  with  the  transmission  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  crew  of  the  Oreto,  or  Florida,  from  Brest  to  Liverpool,  I  took 
the  opportunity  to  warn  Lord  Eussell  of  the  probability  of  such  attempts 
on  the  24th  of  last  month  in  a  note,  a  copy  of  which,  as  well  as  the  in- 
closure, is  herewith  transmitted.  His  lordship  replied  on  the  30th ;  a 
copy  of  his  note  is  likewise  appended. 

The  energetic  action  of  the  government,  after  effecting  the  legal  seiz- 
ure of  the  rams,  in  first  placing  their  own  vessels  in  a  position  to  com- 
mand the  outlet  for  both,  and  latterly  in  making  fast  to  that  which  is 
ready  to  start,  has  produced  an  excellent  efi'ect  in  inspiring  confidence 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  declared  policy.  Nothing  short  of  this  would 
have  suiHced  to  convince  the  reckless  set  of  conspirators  at  Liverpool 
that  they  were  in  earnest. 

The  next  step  which  I  anticipate  will  be  an  offer  to  sell  the  vessels  to 
the  Danes.    If  they  ask  a  reasonable  price  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
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such  a  transfer  might  be  effected.  But  I  understand  there  are  schemes 
afloat  of  an  enterprise  to  seize  them  in  transitu,  if  not  strongly  convoyed, 
the  parties  making  an  offer  of  a  suitable  indemnity  in  case  of  success. 
You  may  readily  concei\'e  of  the  desperation  to  which  they  are  driven 
when  they  cherish  the  notion  of  such  projects  in  the  face  of  civilized  Eu- 
rope. The  violent  and  lawless  nature  formed  and  developed  in  the  hot- 
bed of  slave  institutions  is  making  itself  more  and  more  distinctly  percep- 
tible on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  That  it  should  have  been  permittect 
to  have  play  on  the  ocean  until  now  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the 
strong  predisposition  to  be  blind  as  long  as  possible  to  every  proof  of  it. 

I  trust  that  from  this  time  we  may  expect  a  better  state  of  things  on 
this  subject.  At  the  same  time  that  I  write  this  I  am  not  unaware  that 
other  vessels  are  preparing  at  Glasgow,  quite  as  formidable  as  those  at 
Liverpool,  against  w^hich  we  have  not  yet  even  so  much  evidence  as  we- 
presented  ia  their  case.  I  am,  however,  preparing  to  make  representa- 
tion against  them. 

The  case  of  the  Alexandra  will  probably  come  up  on  appeal  to  the 
exchequer  chamber  in  the  com-se  of  a  few  weeks.  I  should  be  glad  toi 
know  the  mshes  of  the  government  in  regard  to  any  action  to  be  had  on 
this  side,  should  they  not  concliide  to  employ  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Evarts  once  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEAlfCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Williajsi  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Le&ation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  12,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  performing  the  duty  imposed  on 
me  by  my  government  of  expressing  its  satisfaction  with  the  intelligence 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  it  by  the  transmission  of 
your  lordship's  note  to  me  of  the  8th  of  September.  The  President,  not 
insensible  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  decision  to  which  her 
Majesty's  government  in  that  note  signified  it  had  arrived,  is  gratified 
in  being  able  to  regard  it  in  the  light  of  a  shicere  desire,  on  just  prin- 
ciples, to  maintain  its  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States.  I  am, 
therefore,  instructed  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  government  will 
hereafter  hold  itself  obliged,  with  even  more  care  than  heretofore,  to 
endeavor  so  to  conduct  its  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  as  that  the  war 
in  which  it  is  now  unhappily  involved  may,  whenever  it  may  terminate, 
leave  to  neither  nation  any  peraiaiuent  cause  of  discontent. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c. 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eaul  Exjssell,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Uarl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  24,  1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  am  credibly  informed  that  seventy  or  more  of  the  men 
belonging  to  the  insurgent  vessel,  the  Florida,  formerly  the  Oreto,  nearly 
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all  of  them  British  subjects,  have  been  sent  over  from  Brest,  and  are 
now  in  Liverpoo].  They  were  provided  with  a  letter  to  the  person  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  insurgents  at  Liverpool,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted.  I  need  not  point  to  your  lordship  the  fact  that  the  last 
sentence  implies  habitual  action,  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
realm ;  such,  indeed,  as,  if  committed  by  any  agent  of  the  United  States, 
would  be  likely  to  attract  the  immediate  notice  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. It  corroborates  all  the  evidence  heretofore  presented  by  me  on 
the  same  subject.  I  have  further  reason  to  believe  that  under  this  sen- 
tence is  intended  a  transfer  of  many  of  these  n)en  to  one  of  the  iron- 
clad war  vessels  now  in  preparation  at  Liverpool,  with  the  intent  to 
carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  It  is  known  to  me  that  the 
intention  to  dispatch  that  vessel  is  not  yet  abandoned  by  the  parties 
concerned  in  the  entei'prise. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c. 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eakl  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Inclosed  copy.] 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 
Brest,  September  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florida, 
with  their  accounts  and  discharges.    Many  of  them  have  asked  for 
transfers,  and  others  for  reference  to  you,  or  to  a  confederate   agent. 
I  would  request  you  to  provide  them  situations  in  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K  MAFFITT, 
Commander,  Confederate  States,  Wavy. 
Captain  J.  D.  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  Navy,  Liverpool. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  24th  instant,  calling  my  attention,  to  the  arrival  at  Liverpool  of  a 
large  party  of  men  belonging  to  the  confederate  steamer  Florida;  and 
I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  the 
secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department  copies  of  your  letter  and  of 
its  inclosure. 

I  have  to  add,  however,  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment had  been,  some  days  previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  at- 
tracted, by  paragraphs  in  the  public  papers,  to  the  arrival  of  these  men, 
and  that  inquiries  were  at  once  set  on  foot,  and  that  the  course  which 
can  be  taken  in  regard  to  them  is  under  the  serious  consideration  of 
her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  526.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  29,  1863, 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  732,  733,  and  734.  The  explanations  they  give  of 
the  policy  of  the  government  are  clear  and  satisfactory.  The  dispatch 
^o.  732  contains  an  inclosure,  the  contents  of  which  had  been  already 
communicated  to  me  from  the  same  source. 

There  has  been  little  of  intei'est  in  the  events  of  the  week.  A  com- 
munication in  the  Times,  from  the  writer  who  takes  the  signature  of 
"  Historicus,"  in  which  he  comments  with  force  upon  the  bearing  of  the 
intercepted  dispatches  from  Eichmond  on  the  action  of  the  rebels  at 
Liverpool,  has  drawn  forth  replies  from  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  George  IT. 
Saunders,  both  of  them  characteristic,  and  illustrative  of  the  sort  of 
commercial  morality  that  is  sux)posed  by  them  to  prevail  here.  That 
these  person^  should  presume  so  far  on  the  public  credulity  as  gravely 
to  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  community  these  evasions  in  lieu  of  the 
truth,  only  indicates  the  extent  to  which,  in  certain  classes  of  society  in 
England,  the  natural  judgment  of  such  proceedings  in  their  relation  to 
the  United  States  has  been  perverted  by  the  continuous  labors  of  the 
London  Times. 

The  most  striking  proof  of  this  is,  however,  to  be  found  in  the  speech 
made  by  Mr.  Laird  at  Liverpool  the  other  day,  a  report  of  which  I  trans- 
mit herewith.  This  gentleman  has  risen  to  a  position  of  member  of 
Parliament,  and  now  ventures  to  threaten  the  government  itself,  if  they 
attempt  to  interpose  their  power  to  prevent  his  evading  the  law  of  the 
land,  even  though  thereby  it  should  hazard  the  peace  of  the  country. 
The  morals  of  the  member  seem  quite  on  a  level  with  his  patriotisuj,  yet 
I  do  not  perceive  that  any  shock  has  been  given  to  the  conscience  of 
the  country,  or  that  Mr.  Laird,  though  said  to  be  a  timid  man,  will  be 
any  less  likely  to  attempt  to  carry  through  his  contract  to  fit  out  the 
iron-clads  than  if  he  had  never  said  a  word.  I  cannot  disguise  from 
myself  the  conviction  that  much- of  this  laxity  is  in  the  first  instance 
chargeable  to  the  government  itself,  which  failed  at  th  e  outset  in  assuming 
the  proper  tone  in  regard  to  these  enterjjrises.  The  short-sightedness 
of  this  policy  in  a  country  so  vulnerable  at  sea  as  Great  Britain  is  per- 
haps the  most  remarkable  phenomenon  attending  it.  I  should  hardly 
be  inclined  to  credit  it  if  it  were  not  that  in  looking  back  through  the 
past  century,  experience  showed  the  same  sort  of  judicial  blindness 
frequently  prevailing  in  the  relations  had  with  America. 

The  hope  of  getting  out  the  ironclads  does  not  appear  to  be  yet  quite 
extinguished.  Some  suspicious  movements  appear  to  have  led  to  the 
order  of  an  additional  war  vessel  to  keep  them  in  check.  Captain  Ingie- 
fleld  is  an  energetic  officer,  and,  I  think,  resolved  to  do  -his  duty  in  good 
faith.  It  is,  however,  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  any  such  question 
as  the  defiance  of  the  government  in  a  leading  British  port  should  be 
supposed  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAISTCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  195.]  United  States  Cons-ulate, 

Liverpool,  December  12, 1863. 
Sir:    *»«***  *** 

On  Tuesday  I  had  Yonge  before  Mr.  Hamel  at  the  custom-liouse  at 
Ms  request,  and  he  examined  him  carefully  and  in  detail  on  all  the  points 
in  the  printed  deposition,  of  which  I  transmitted  you  a  copy  at  the 
time  it  was  made  and  lodged.  He  also  examined  him  on  those  particu- 
lars of  his  personal  conduct  of  which  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  made  so  much, 
and  I  think  he  was  altogether  favorably  impressed  with  Yonge's  tes- 
timony and  explanation. 

Yonge  adhered  to  every  point  of  the  deposition  except  one.  He  said 
he  had  not  seen  the  specifications,  as  he  is  there  made  to  say;  but  I 
have  received  a  note  from  him  to-day  stating  that  ou  recollection  he 
does  remember  seeing  them. 
I  have  communicated  that  to  Mr.  Hamel,  through  Squarey. 
Mr.  Hamel  went  on  board  the  rams  with  Captain  Inglefield,  and  the 
latter  is  to  make  an  ofScial  report  of  their  character.  He  will  report 
them  of  the  most  formidable  and  warlike  character. 

Yery  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
By  H.  S.  WILDING,  V.  G. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  604.]  Leg-ation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  25,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times,  of  yesterday, 
containing  the  report  of  a  long  and  able  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  Tuesday  evening,  upon  a  call  for  papers  on  the  subject  of  the 
iron-clads,  and  the  action  of  the  government  in  regard  to  them.  The 
opposition  appear  to  have  gathered  courage  of  late,  and  to  incline  to 
skirmish  with  the  government  on  its  foreign  policy.  It  does  not  appear 
that  they  are  prepared  Avith  any  difiei'ent  measures.  The  struggle  looks 
more  like  a  trial  of  strength  in  view  of  future  operations.  On  this  issue 
the  division  is  not  strictly  a  party  one.  The  majority  is  greater  than 
the  strength  of  the  ministry  could  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  No.  16.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 
No.  633.]  London,  March  29, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  seize  the  opportunity  furnished  by  the  dispatch  agent  in 
making  up  an  extra  bag  for  to-morrow's  steamer  to  forward  a  printed 
copy  of  the  correspondence  of  the  government  with  Messrs.  Laird  touch- 
ing the  detention  of  the  iron-clad  rams.  This  publication  is  not  official, 
but  understood  to  come  from  Messrs.  Laird. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAJSrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosure  see  General  Appendix,  No.  13.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

^o.  641.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  April  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Eussell  on  Saturday  last.  *  * 
He  (Lord  Eussell)  then  turned  to  the  case  of  Lairds'  iron-clads,  and 
said  that  the  government  meant  now  to  go  on  ^vith  that.  A  commission 
bad  gone  out  to  get  the  evidence  of  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt  in  connection 
with  the  claim  of  Mr.  Bravay.  I  referred  to  the  publication  by  the 
Lairds  of  their  correspondence  with  the  government  on  that  subject, 
and  commented  with  some  severity  on  the  manner  in  which  they  perse- 
vered in  the  pretense  of  tha,t  ownership.  I  mentioned  the  fact  that 
Bravay's  trumped-up  claims  on  the  present  Viceroy,  on  his  averment  of 
a  verbal  contract  with  his  predecessor,  of  which  there  was  no*  evidence 
adducible  aliunde,  had  actually  been  released  by  the  payment  of  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  playing  the 
part  of  owner  of  these  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  that  con- 
tract. 

«  *  *  *  #  *  # 

Meanwhile  I  should  earnestly  hope  that  our  efforts  to  bring  the  de- 
plorable struggle  in  America  to  a  successful  issue  may  be  crowned  with 
success,  otherwise  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended  that  the  causies  of 
offense  may  be  accumulated  to  such  an  extent  on  this  side  as  to  render 
escape  from  a  conflict  almost  impossible.  ISTothing  will  keep  down 
the  malevolent  spirit  that  pervades  the  higher  classes,  but  the  conviction 
that  there  is  no  hope  left  of  effecting  a  permanent  disruption  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  671.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  28,  1864. 

SiE  :  I  learn  by  the  newspapers  that  the  trial  of  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Lairds'  rams  has  been  fixed  for  the  27th  of  May.  It  is  arranged  that 
all  the  judges  of  the  court  be  present,  so  that  the  tendencies  of  the  chief 
judge  may  possibly  be  rectified.  There  have  been  rumors  afloat  that 
they  might  be  privately  sold,  but  I  attach  little  importance  to  them.  It 
is  understood  that  the  motion  of  Lord  Robert  Cecil  in  the  Commons  re- 
specting them  will  not  be  pressed. 

#  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  three  war  vessels  sent  to  China  under  Captain  Sherrard  Osborne's 
contract  have  been  taken  by  the  government,  according  to  the  under- 
standing referred  to  by  Mr.  Burlingame  in  his  correspondence. 

The  Alabama  is  reported  at  Cape  Town,  and  about  to  come  to  France, 
probably  to  refit,  and  discharge  some  of  her  men  who  feel  as  if  they  had 
been  in  her  long  enough.  The  Georgia  and  the  Rappahannock  are  still 
there. 

On  the  whole,  the  later  experience  of  the  rebels  in  maintaining  a  fleet 
on  the  ocean  has  not  been  flattering  to  them,  whilst  it  must  be  not  a 
little  costly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAK^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  699.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  26, 1864. 

SiE :  Messrs.  Laird  &  Sons  have  sold  the  iron-clad  rams  to  the  British 
government.  The  fact  was  formally  stated  in  the  Globe  of  the  24th 
instant,  though  it  has  never  been  officially  announced  to  me.  In  con- 
versation witli  the  attorney  general  last  evening,  I  learned  that  two  suc- 
cessful offers  had  been  made  by  Messrs.  Laird.  The  first  had  fixed  a 
price  considered  so  high  as  to  have  been  at  once  declined.  The  last  had 
proposed  to  abide  by  any  reasonable  adjustment,  and  had  therefore  been 
acceded  to.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  intended  to  move  a  dis- 
continuance of  the  suit  in  the  court  to-day. 

This  relieves  the  immediate  pressure  of  a  delicate  and  difficult  ques- 
tion between  the  two  governments.  But  it  determines  nothing  for  the 
regulation  of  their  future  relations.  Opinion  is  taking  so  strong  a  form 
here  on  the  impolicy  of  further  coiantenancing  these  rebel  operations, 
that  my  impression  is,  that  hereafter  the  base  will  be  substantially 
transferred  to  the  other  side  of  the  channel.  The  proceeds  of  the  re- 
spective sales  of  the  Georgia,  the  Glasgow  ram,  and  these  iron-clads, 
will  be,  probably,  applied  to  the  outfit  of  the  four  vessels  now  in  jjrocess 
of  construction  in  France.  They  are  not,  to  be  sure,  ships  of  the  same 
formidable  character  with  the  rams,  but  they  are,  perhaps,  the  best 
which  they  can,  under  present  circumstances,  command.    The  fact  is 
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certain  that  they  are  still  enlisting  men  and  sending  them  over,  Avhilst 
officers  continue  to  come  from  America.  Information  from  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  Alabama,  dated  at  Singapore  so  late  as  the  12th  of  April, 
discloses  an  expectation  prevailing  on  board  that  she  "was  to  come  to 
France  on  or  about  the  middle  of  July.  The  Florida  is  now  there.  What 
this  assembling  of  the  vessels  means,  or  whether  it  means  anything, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say.  I  content  myself  with  calling  the  attention  of 
the  government  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  984.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  9, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  learn  from  your  communication  that  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government  have  bought  the  iron-clads  which  were  detained  at  Lairds' 
ship-yards  and  were  the  subject  of  judicial  proceedings  instituted  by 
the  Crown.  Although  the  ministry  have  not  officially  informed  us  of 
the  purchase,  the  President,  nevertheless,  thinks  that  it  will  be  proper 
for  you  to  assure  Earl  Russell  that  this  government  experiences  a  lively 
satisfaction  in  the  removal  of  an  unhappy  occasion  of  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfcc,  <&c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  266.]  Leg-ation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  No.vember  27,  ,1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  which  have 
passed  between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself  in  relation  to  certain  attempts 
supposed  to  have  been  made  to  enlist  recruits  for  the  army  of  the  United 
States  within  this  kingdom.  Foreseeing  the  possibility  of  the  imputa- 
tion of  some  such  act,  I  have,  ever  since  my  arrival  here,  taken  great 
care  to  decline  all  the  very  numerous  propositions  made  to  me  to  sanc- 
tion engagements  for  service.  I  was  more  decided  in  taking  this  course, 
that  I  early  had  reason  to  know  the  continuance  of  a  feeling  of  soreness 
at  the  treatment  of  Sir  John  Crampton  in  America  for  acts  of  the  same 
kind  during  the  Eussian  war.  It  was,  therefore,  very  easjf  to  reply  with 
confidence  to  his  lordship's  remonstrance.  I  have  not  yet  been  informed 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  this  was  made ;  but,  from  other  sources,  rumors 
have  reached  me  of  efforts  making  by  irresponsible  individuals  to  send 
off  persons  as  passengers  to  the  United  States,  trusting  to  the  security 
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of  the  bounty  paid  on  enlistments.    It  is  possible  that  they  may  have 
constituted  the  basis  of  the  remonstrance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussdl  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Novemher  20,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acquaint  Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this  court, 
that  her  Majesty's  government  are  informed  by  persons,  to  whom  they 
are  disposed  to  give  credit,  that  recruits  are  being  raised  in  this  country 
for  service  in.  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  that  bounty  money  of 
a  considerable  amount  is  offered  by  agents  of  the  United  States  to  en- 
courage British  subjects  to  enlist. 

Mr.  Adams  must  be  well  aware  that  any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  en- 
listing in  the  military  service  of  either  of  the  belligerent  parties  in 
America,  or  any  persons  procuring  any  of  her  Majjesty's  subjects  to  enlist  in 
that  service,  are  guilty  of  a  misdemanor  according  to  British  law ;  and 
Mr.  Adams  will  readily  see  that  such  a  practice  as  that  to  which  the  un- 
dersigaed  now  calls  his  attention  is  calculated  seriously  to  increase  the 
difficulties  already  incident  to  the  observance  of  neutrality  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's government. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  receive  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 


Charles  Francis  Adajhs,  Esq.,  tfcc,  &c.,  &c. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London.^  Novemher  21,  1862. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note 
from  the  right  honorable  Earl  Eussell,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  the  20th  instant,  acquainting 
him  that  her  Majesty's  government  are  informed  by  persons,  to  whom  they 
are  disposed  to  give  credit,  that  recruits  are  being  raised  in  this  country 
for  service  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  that  bounty  money  of 
a  considerable  amount  is  offered  by  agents  of  the  United  States  to  en- 
courage such  enlistment.  His  lordship  is  further  pleased  to  warn  the 
undersigned  of  the  fact  that  such  acts  are  contrary  to  British  law,  and 
are  calculated  seriously  to  increase  the  difficulties  already  incident  to 
the  observance  of  neutrality  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

The  imdersigned  flatters  himself  that  the  earnestness  of  his  previous 
and  long-continued  urgency  on  her  Majesty's  government  to  enforce  the 
strict  observance  of  neutrality  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  in  many 
cases  of  attempted  violation  of  it  on  behalf  of  rebels  against  the  author- 
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ity  of  the  United  States,  to  which  it  has  been  his  painfal  duty  to  call 
their  attention,  must  have  secured  him  from  the  suspicion  of  any  dis- 
position himself  to  give  the  smallest  countenance  to  any  enterprise  or 
effort  of  a  similar  kind  on  behalf  of' the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  not  only  has  no  knowledge  of  any  such  proceedings, 
but  he  has  no  belief  that  they  can  have  been  attempted  by  any  persons 
really  vested  with  authority  as  agents  of  the  United  States.  Should  it 
turn  out  that  there  are  individuals  assuming  to  act  under  such  an  au- 
thority, the  undersigned  will  be  obliged  to  Lord  Eussell  for  such  inform- 
ation as  he  may  possess,  that  may  enable  him  to  ascertain  who  these 
persons  may  be,  and  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  disavow  their 
operations. 

The  undersigned  requests  Earl  Eussell  to  receive  the  assurances  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

CHAELES  PEAlJfCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eaul  Eussell,  tfcc,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

^o.  423.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  13,  1862. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  November  27  (Eo.  266)  has  been  received,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  the  notes  which  have  been  exchanged  between 
Earl  Eussell  and  yourself  on  the  subject  of  alleged  enlistments  by  agents 
of  the  United  States  within  the  British  dominions. 

Your  answer  to  that  complaint  is  approved,  and  you  are  authorized 
further  to  assure  his  lordship  that  this  government  has  no  agents  of  any 
kind  in  Great  Britain,  or  any  foreign  country,  who  are  authorized  to 
enlist,  or  do  anything  in  the  way  of  enlisting,  recruiting,  or  engaging 
soldiers  or  seamen  for  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 
Nor  has  the  government  any  knowledge  that  any  persons  are  so  engaged, 
under  any  pretence  of  authority  to  that  effect.  The  United  States  do 
not  deny,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  avow  that  voluntary  immigration  is 
a  cardinal  element  of  their  prosperity.  They  invite  and  encourage  it, 
but  only  by  lawful  means.  The  army  and  the  navy,  as  well  as  the  oc- 
cupations of  civil  life,  whether  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  are  open  always  to 
immigrants,  as  they  are  to  all  other  classes  of  competent  persons  who 
may  desire  to  volunteer  on  their  arrival  within  this  country,  or  at  any 
time  afterwards,  but  not  unt^l  they  have  arrived  on  our  shores  and  iden- 
tified themselves  with  the  masses  who  are  subject  to  our  own  jurisdic- 
tion and  laws. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ch?arles  Francis  Ajdams,  Esq.,  tfec,  c&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  278.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  to  me 
of  the  16th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  21st  ultimo,  on  the  subject 
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of  recraitiDg  in  this  kingdom  for  tlie  service  of  the  United  States.  This 
completes  the  correspondence  on  that  matter,  already  forwarded  with 
my  dispatch  (No.  266)  of  the  26th  of.  November  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKBiGN  Office,  Becember  16,  1862. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  20th  ultimo,  I  have  the  satis- 
faction of  informing  you  tliat  further  inquiries  which  have  been  instituted 
respecting  the  alleged  recruiting  in  Loudon  for  the  United  States  army 
seem  to  establish  that  the  reports  to  that  effect  which  had  reached  her 
Majesty's  government  were  without  foundation. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

'  EUSSBLL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No.  281.]  LsaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  December  25, 1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  to  me  of  the 
19th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation,  dated  the  20th  of  November, 
in  the  case  of  the  "290." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Note  of  the  20th  November  will  be  found  printed  with  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  262,  November  20,  1862,  under  the  head 
of  "Eebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision  "The  Alabama," jjosi.] 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams.  * 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  December  19, 1862. 
Sir:  »**#** 

If  it  be  sought  to  make  her  Majesty's  government  responsible  to  that 
of  the  United  States  because  arms  and  munitions  of  war  have  left  this 
country  on  account  of  the  confederate  government,  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment, as  the  other  belligerent,  may  very  well  maintain  that  it  has  a 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  British  government  because  the 
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United  States  arsenals  have  been  replenished  from  British  sources.  Nor 
would  it  be  possible  to  deny  that,  in  defiance  of  the  Queen's  proclama- 
tion, many  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  owing  allegiance  to  her  Crown,  have 
enlisted  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  Of  this  fact  you  cannot  be 
ignorant.  Her  Ma;jesty's  government,  therefore,  have  just  ground  of 
comi)laint  against  both  of  the  belligerent  parties,  but  most  especially 
against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for  having  systematically, 
and  in  disregard  of  that  comity  of  nations  which  it  was  their  duty  to 
observe,  induced  subjects  of  her  Majesty  to  violate  those  orders  which, 
in  conformity  with  her  neutral  position,  she  has  enjoined  all  her  subjects 
to  obey. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  286.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  1, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Earl  Eussell 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  which,  in  my  dispatch  (No.  281)  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, I  mentioned  that  I  was  preparing  an  answer  to  a  portion  of  his 
note  of  the  19th  of  that  month,  which  I  sent  forward  last  week. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  30, 1862. 
My  Lord:    •»  ^#**#» 

This  consideration  naturally  brings  me  back  to  the  examination  of  that 
portion  of  your  lordship's  note  which  relates  to  the  alleged  violations,  in 
Great  Britain,  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  by  the  respective  parties 
engaged  in  this  war.  Although  this  subject  be  not  absolutely  connected 
with  that  on  which  I  make  my  representation,  I  cheerfully  .seize  the 
opportunity  thus  furnished  me  to  attempt,  in  some  degree,  to  rectify 
your  lordship's  impressions  of  the  action  of  the  government  of  tJie 
United  States  even  on  that  question.  Your  lordship  does  me  the  honor 
to  observe  that  I  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  fact,  which  it  is  impossible 
to  deny,  "  that,  in  defiance  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  many  subjects 
of  her  Majesty,  owing  allegiance  to  her  crown,  have  enlisted  in  the 
armies  of  the  United  States."  "Her  Majesty's  government,  therefore, 
have  just  ground  for  complaint  against  both  the  belligerent  parties, 
but  most  especially  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for 
having  systematically,  and  in  disregard  of  that  comity  of  nations  which  it 
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was  their  duty  to  observe,  induced  subjects  of  her  Majesty  to  violate  those 
orders  which,  in  conformity  with  her  neutral  position,  she  has  enjoined 
all  her  subjects  to  obey." 

As  these  words,  taken  in  their  connection,  might  seem  to  imply  a 
serious  charge  against  myself  as  well  as  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  desire  to  know  whether 
there  be  any  particulars  in  my  own  conduct  in  which  your  lordship  has 
found  the  evidence  for  such  a  statement.  So  far  as  I  have  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  course  of  my  own  government,  or  1  remember  my  own, 
I  must  most  respectfully  take  issue  with  your  lordship  upon  it,  and  chal- 
lenge you  to  the  proof.  That  very  many  of  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  have  voluntarily  applied  to  me  for  engagements  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  is  most  true.  That  I  ever  induced  one  of  them  to  violate 
her  Majesty's  orders,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  is  not  true.  That 
numbers  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  have  voluntarily  crossed  the  ocean 
and  taken  service  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  I  have  reason  to 
believe.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  systematically,  and 
in  disregard  of  the  comity  of  nations,  induced  them  to  come  over  to  enlist,  I 
have  not  yet  seen  a  particle  of  evidence  to  show,  and  I  must  add,  pray- 
ing your  lordshij)'s  pardon,  I  am  authorized  explicitly  to  deny.  In  res- 
ponse to  a  remonstrance  made  to  me  by  your  lordship,  it  is  but  a  few 
days  since  I  took  occasion,  so  far  as  my  action  was  concerned  or  the 
action  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  this  kingdom,  to 
place  the  country  right  before  you  on  that  score.  After  the  very  ex- 
plicit retraction  made  in  your  lordship's  reply  to  me,  dated  on  the  16th 
instant,  it  is  not  without  great  surprise  that  I  now  perceive  what  I  can- 
not but  regard  as  a  renewal  of  the  imputation. 

Tour  lordship  is  pleased  carefully  to  join  the  two  parties  to  this  war, 
as  if,  in  your  estimation,  equally  implicated  in  the  irregular  proceedings 
conducted  within  this  kingdom,  and  equally  implicating  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  violation  of  .her  Majesty's  proclamation.  Hence  it 
is  argued  that  the  omission  to  hold  any  one  to  his  responsibility  affords 
no  more  just  ground  of  complaint  to  one  party  than  to  the  other.  I 
cannot  but  think  that  your  lordship  has  overlooked  a  just  distinction  to 
be  observed  in  these  eases ;  and  in  order  tq  show  it  the  more  clearly  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  ask  your  lordship  to  follow  me  in  a  brief  investiga- 
tion of  the  facts. 

The  only  allegation  which  I  find  in  your  lordship's  note  in  connection 
with  the  United  States  is  this :  that  "  vast  supplies  of  arms  and  warlike 
stores  have  been  purchased  in  this  country,  and  have  been  shipped  fi-om 
British  ports  to  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment." 

Admitting  this  statement  to  be  true  to  its  full  extent;  conceding 
even  the  propriety  of  the  application  of  the  term  "  vast"  to  any  pur- 
chases that  may  have  been  made  for  the  United  States,  the  whole  of  it 
amounts  to  this,  and  no  more :  that  arms  an  d  warlike  stores  have  been  pur- 
chased of  British  subjects  by  the  agents  of  the  government  of  the  United 
-States.  It  nowhere  appears  that  the  action  of  the  British(subjects]  went 
further  than  simply  to  sell  their  goods  for  cash.  There  has  been  no  attempt 
whatever  to  embark  in  a  single  undertaking  for  the  assistance  of  the 
United  States  in  the  war  they  are  carrying  on ;  no  ships  of  any  kind 
have  been  constructed  or  equipped  by  her  Majesty's  subjects  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  their  cause,  either  by  lawful  or  unlawful  means,  nor 
a  shilling  of  money,  so  far  as  I  know,  expended  with  the  intent  to  turn 
the  scale  in  their  favor.    Whatever  transactions  may  have  taken  place 
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have  been  carried  on  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  bargain  and  sale,  with- 
out regard  to  any  other  consideration  than  the  mere  profits  of  trade. 

If  such  be,  then,  the  extent  of  the  agency  of  the  United  States  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  during  the  present  war,  and  no  more,  it  appears 
clear,  from  the  positions  assumed  by  your  lordship  in  the  very  note  to 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  reply,  that  thus  far  they  have  given  no  reason- 
able ground  for  complaint  at  all.  The  citations  to  w'hich  your  lordship 
has  done  me  the  favor  to  call  my  attention,  as  drawn  from  American 
authors  of  admitted  eminence,  all  contribute  to  establish  the  fact  that 
the  mere  purchase  or  export  by  a  belligerent  from  a  neutral  of  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  does  not  involve  any  censure  on  either  party.  I  do 
not  at  the  present  moment  entertain  a  design  to  question  the  correct- 
ness of  that  doctrine.  As  a  necessary  consequence,  I  can  scarcely  per- 
ceive the  fitness  of  associating  such  action,  as  Ihave  shown  that  of  the 
United  States  to  be,  in  the  same  category  with  that  of  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  instructed  me  to  complain. 
And  here  I  beg  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
the  mere  purchase  or  exportation  of  arms  and  warlike  stores  by  the 
agents  of  the  insurgents  in  America  of  which  I  have  ever  complained. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  distinguished  con- 
sideration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

QHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Ea.el  Eussbll,  <&o.,  (&o.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  310.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  29,  1863. 
SiE:  Ihave  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  further  correspondence 
with  Lord  Eussell,  being  the  sequel  of  the  discussion  of  the  case  of  the 
gunboat  No.  290.    I  shall  now  await  the  instructions  of  the  government,,, 
which  I,  by  this  time,  presume  to  be  on  their  way  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 
FoEEiaN  Office,  January  24, 1863. 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  other  collateral  topics  which  have  been 
introduced,  but,  in  explanation  of  my  former  letter,  I  must  say  that  I 
never  meant  to  accuse  you  of  giving  any  encouragement  to  the  enlist- 
ment of  BHtish  subjects  in  this  country  to  serve  in  the  civil  war  unhap- 
pily prevailing  in  the  Unitec^  States. 

Bat  it  is  notorious  that  large  bounties  have  been  offered  and  given  to 
26  a  0 — ^voL.  n 
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British  subjects  residing  in  the  United  States  to  engage  in  the  war  on 
the  federal  side,  and  these  British  subjects,  acting  in  deiiance  of  the  laws 
of  their  country  and  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  have  been  encouraged 
by  the  United  States  government  so  to  act. 

A  recent  and  striking  example  of  the  open  avowal  of  this  course  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  government  is  to  be  found  in 
the  corresi)ondence  between  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Stewart  with  reference 
to  the  crew  of  the  Sunbeam,  in  which,  although  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  bounties  were  ottered,  Mr.  Seward  has  treated  an  endeavor  to  induce 
British  sailors  to  enlist  in  the  belligerent  service  of  the  United  States  as 
affording  no  grounds  of  complaint  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Frajj^cis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  (&c.,  <&c. 

[For  correspondence  concerning  "The  Sunbeam"  see  General  Ap- 
pendix No.  11.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  26, 1863. 

My  Lord:       *  *  *  *  #  * 

I  desire  to  express  my  obligation  to  you  for  the  ready  and  full  manner 
in  which  your  lordship  has  exonerated  me  from  the  suspicion  of  encour- 
aging the  enlistment  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  without  regret  that  I  perceive  the 
charge  still  persevered  in  against  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
If  I  understand  your  lordship  aright,  it  is  now  afllrmed  that,  because 
the  government  offers  large  bounties  on  enlistment  in  the  United  States, 
and  because  British  subjects  in  the  United  States,  tempted  by  these 
bounties,  do  occasionally  enlist,  therefore  your  lordship  is  justified  in 
having  affirmed  in  your  former  note  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  systematically,  and  in  disregard  'of  the  comity  of  nations,  indace  them 
to  enlist.  As  well  might  I,  in  my  turn,  in  view  of  the  frequent  appli- 
cations made  to  me  to  procure  the  discharge  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  have  been  tempted  in  the  same  manner  to  enlist  in  her 
Majesty's  service  in  this  kingdom,  assume  the  existence  of  a  similar 
policy.  Further  than  the  presence  of  a  general  offer,  I.  do  not  per- 
ceive that  your  lordship's  reference  to  the  action  of  Mr.  Seward,  of 
which  I  am  not  in  a  situation  to  speak  authoritatively,  appears  to  ex- 
tend. Further  than  this,  I  must  still  continue  to  disclaim  the  belief  in 
the  existence  of  any  systematic  policy  as  well  in  one  case  as  in  the 
other. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &c.,  &c.,  i&c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  538.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  2, 1863. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  13th  of  March,  ^o.  349,  has  been  received. 

You  will  inform  Earl  Enssell  that  the  President  profoundly  regrets 
these  decisions  of  the  British  government  declining  to  interfere  to  arrest 
proceedings  of  British  subjects,  within  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  hostile 
and  injurious  to  the  United  States.  Eecent  instructions  bearing  upon 
the  same  subject  will  have  reached  you  after  these  decisions  were  made. 
You  will  submit  the  views  of  the  President,  as  expressed  in  those  later 
instructions,  to  Earl  Russell. 

As  one  more  resource,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  an  effort  be  made 
to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the  enlistment  laws  through  the  action  of 
the  courts;  will  you  consult  counsel,  and  have  a  case  prepared  and  pro- 
ceedings instituted,  if  advice  received  shall  warrant  any  expectation  of 
justice?  This  is  the  President's  conclusion  upon  the  whole  matter  as  it 
is  known  here.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  to  overrule  yonr  own  judgment 
upon  an  examination  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Upon  being  informed  of  any  expense  that  you  may  incur  in  carrying 
this  instruction  into  effect,  the  department  will  send  you  a  credit  there- 
for on  the  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  London. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

■    WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Francis  Adajhs,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fec.,  (&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ho.  369.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 
Sir  :  Lord  Russell  has  thought  it  expedient  to  renew  the  correspond- 
ence about  the  intercepted  dispatches,  in  a  note  of  the  2d  of  Ai^ril,  a 
copy  of  which  I  send  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAISrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  April  2, 1863. 
Sib:  *  ♦  *  ♦  •  *  * 

You  are  not  ignorant  that  agents  have  been  employed,  and  munitions 
of  war  have  been  purcliased,  and  that  it  is  now  again  asserted  that  her 
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Majesty's  subjects  are  being  recruited  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the 
United  States  against  the  so-called  Confederate  States ;  and  so  far  it 
might  be  urged  in  vague  and  popular  language  by  the  Confederate 
States,  as  well  as  by  the  United  States  as  the  other  belligerent,  (as  it 
was  substantially  urged  by  Mexico  against  the  United  States  last  year,) 
"  that  there  is  evidence  of  a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish  within  the 
limits  of  this  kingdom  a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  their 
government ;"  but  the  question  really  is,  has  there  been  any  act  done  in 
England  both  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  neutrality  as  recognized  by 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  capable  of  being  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  criminal  prosecution  1  I  can  only  repeat  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  no  such  act  is  specified  in  the  papers  which 

you  have  submitted  to  me. 

#  #  *  #  #  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mosti 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL, 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  do,,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No,  378.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  On  re-examining  Lord  Eussell's  note  to  me  of  the  2d  instant,  I 
found  that  in  my  reply  of  the  6th  instant  I  had  accidentally  omitted  to 
notice  a  passage  whicbi  virtually  renewed  the  allegation  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  authorized  enlistments  of  men  in  this  kingdom 
for  their  service.  In  order  to  preclude  any  inferences  that  might  be 
drawn  from  this  silence,  I  thouglit  it  advisable  to  address  a  new  note  to 
his  lordship,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  herewith.  I  add,  also,  a  copy  of  his 
reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PEAJTCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  Sta'J'es, 

London,  Ap7-il'10,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  In  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your 
lordship  on  the  6th  instant,  iu  reply  to  yoUrs  of  the  2d  instant,  I  inad- 
vertently omitted  to  make  a  remark  ijpon  one  passage,  which  I  had  in- 
tended, and  which  it  seems  to  be  my  duty  yet  to  supply.  I  refer  to 
that  in  which  you  observe  that  I  am  "  not  ignorant  that  it  is  now  again 
asserted  that  her  Majesty's  subjects  are  being  recruited  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  United  States  against  the  so-called  Confederate  States." 

In  f)oint  of  fact,  at  the  time  of  receiving  your  lordship's  note  I  was 
ignorant  that  such  an  assertion  had  been  made  in  any  quarter  deserving 
of  notice.  But  inasmuch  as  I  have  since  perceived  the  story,  wlierever 
originated,  to  have  gained  credit  in  the  mind  of  your  lordship,  and  al^o, 
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to  have  been  dignified  by  the  notice  of  the  first  minister  of  the  Crown  in 
his  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  I  must  now  ask  permission  to  recall 
your  attention  to  the  denial  J  was  authorized  by  my  government  to  make 
of  any  such  action,  so  long  ago  as  in  my  note  of  the  30th  of  December  last. 
I  beg  leave  now  to  repeat  that  denial,  and  further  to  observe  that  there 
is  no  agent  of  the  United  States  here  possessed  of  authority  to  "recruit 
her  Majesty's  subjects  within  this  kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  United  States  against  the  so-called  Confederate  States."  Should 
any  person  appear  professing  to  have  such  powers,  I  should  be  much 
obliged  for  any  information  which  would  enable  me  to  report  his  con- 
duct promptly  to  my  government. 

I  supply  this  omission  in  my  former  note  to  your  lordship  expressly  to 
preclude  any  unfavorable  inference  which  might  be  drawn  from  my 
silence,  and  not  from  any  intrinsic  importance  attached  by  me  to  the 
rumor.      ' 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eajbl  Eussell,  (fee,  d;c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  renewing  your  assxirances  in  regard  to  the  alleged  re- 
cruiting in  this  country  for  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Frai^cis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  cfcc,  <fee. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  392.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  24, 1863. 
Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  government  does  not  seem  yet  to  be  quite  satis- 
fled  of  the  sincerity  of  my  denials  of  the  enlistment  of  men  in  this  king- 
dom under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.    I  transmit  a  copy  of 
two  more  notes  which  have  passed  on  the  subject. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
.  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  which  you 

repeated  the  denial  you  had  formerly  made  of  the  truth  oftherepOTt  that 

men  were  being  recruited  in  this  country  for  the  United  States  army, 

I  think  it  right  to  communicate  to  you  the  substance  of  a  report  which 
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has  just  been  made  to  lier  Majesty's  government  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  persons  who  are  now  being  shipped  as  emigrants  from 
Queenstown  for  New  York. 

It  is  stated  that  within  the  last  fortnight  1,278  emigrants  have  sailed, 
the  greater  number  being  strong,  active  young  men ;  that  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  they  are  intended  for  the  IJuited  States  army,  and  that, 
in  fact,  many  of  them  do  not  deny  it. 

A  certain  number  of  these  men  were  militiamen  from  Cork  and  its 
vicinity,  and  they  informed  the  emigration  oflBicer  that  they  would  get 
from  $250  to  $300  bounty.  It  also  appears  that  the  prospect  of  this 
large  bounty  has  been  held  out  to  young  men,  by  general  rumor, 
throughout  the  country. 

It  is  further  stated  that  the  friends  of  these  persons  in  America  are 
paid  so  much  for  obtaining  and  bringing  them  over  to  New  York. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  encumber  this  letter  with  further  state- 
ments of  a  more  or  less  trustworthy  character  which  have  reached  her 
MSjiesty's  government  corroborative  of  this  asserted  recruiting  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects  for  service  in  the  United  States  army,  and  I  shall 
therefore  merely  add  that  I  am  informed  that  about  800  young  men 
were  booked  to  sail  from  Queenstown  by  the  steamer  of  the  9th  instant, 
it  being  freely  spoken  of  that  all  the  young  men  were  going  to  join  the 
northern  army,  and  that  although  the  Inman  Company  have  put  on  ad- 
ditional steamers,  the  number  of  applicants  for  passage  is  so  great  that 
they  cannot  all  be  accommodated,  and  that  several  hundreds  are  con- 
sequently left  behind  each  week. 

I  have  tie  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

ETJSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adam:s,  Esq.,  &o.,  tfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Uarl  Eussell. 

LsaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  April  18,  1863.''' 
Mt  Lord  :  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  courtesy  extended 
to  me  in  the  communication  of  the  substance  of  a  report  which  has  been 
made  to  her  Majesty's  government  with  regard  to  the  number  of  persons 
who  are  now  being  shipped  as  emigrants  from  Queenstown. 

The  fact  that  a  great  many  people,  especially  in  Ireland,  have  been 
anxious -for  some  time  past  to  find  their  way  to  the  United  States,  has 
been  made  known  to  me  by  the  frequent  applications  to  this  legation  for 
free  passage.  A  considerable  proportion  of  these  contain  offers  to  enlist 
in  the  service  of  the  government.  No  doubt  they  are  more  or  less  in- 
fluenced by  the  high  bounties  offered  in  America,  accounts  of  Avhich 
have  been  from  time  to  time  published  in  the  newspapers  here.  To  all 
such  solicitations  the  answer  given  from  here  has  been  uniformly  to  the 
effect  that  no  authority  has  been  given  by  the  government  to  listen  to 
any  proposals  of  the  kind,  or  to  make  any  engagements  whatever.  In- 
structions have  likewise  been  sent  to  the  respective  consuls  who  have 
reported  similar  proposals  to  me,  to  make  the  same  answer.  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  American  citizen  in  England,  clothed  with 
authority,  has  ventured  to  act  in  any  other  way. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  emigration  that  is 
taking  place,  that  a  gentleman  of  influence  in  America,  now  in  London, 
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who  is  in  a  situation  to  know,  has  lately  informed,  me  that  some  of  th^ 
great  corporations  for  the  extension  of  railways  in  the  western  part  of 
the  United  States,  having  experienced  inconvenience  from  the  liability 
of  the  laborers  in  their  employ  to  be  drafted  for  the  war,  and  appre- 
hending more,  are  making  efforts  to  procure  large  supplies  from  other 
countries  of  aliens  who  are,  from  that  circumstance,  exempted  from  the 
risk  01  being  called  into  service.  It  may  well  be  that  some  of  those  who 
desire  to  get  across  the  ocean  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  expect  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus  placed  before  them. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact  of  a  scarcity  of  labor- 
ers in  the  United  States.  I  learn  from  private  sources  that  the  rate  of 
Wages  this  season  is  very  much  advanced. 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  these  causes,  in  addition  to  the  alleged  dis-, 
tress  of  the  population  of  Ireland,  may  explain  the  phenomena  of  emi- 
gration to  which  your  lordship  has  been  pleased  to  draw  my  attention. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c. 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Etjssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Ko.  396.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  30, 1863. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  tJopy  of  one  of  the  official  publi- 
cations made  for  the  use  of  Parliament,  containing  the  correspondence 
that  has  passed  between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the 
intercepted  dispatches  and  the  rebel  agents  in  England.  You  will  doubt- 
less take  note  of  Lord  EusselPs  letter  of  the  20th  iustant,  on  the  last 
page,  and  you  may  wonder  why  I  have  not  already  furnished  you  with 
a  copy  of  it.  The  truth  is,  that  I  received  it  but  a  short  time  before  the 
usual  date  of  writing  last  week,  and  the  character  of  it  seemed  to  me  so 
very  extraordinary  that  I  felt  as  if  it  ought  to  have  a  reply  here  before 
I  sent  it  forward  to  the  United  States.  I  confess  myself  wholly  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  what  the  motive  could  have  been  for  such  a  production. 
Copies  of  the  note  and  of  my  answer,  which  appears  to  have  come  too 
late  for  publication,  are  now  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William;  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Poeeign  Office,  April  20, 1863. 

SiE:  With  regard  to  the  complaints  which  you  have  made,  from  time 
to  time,  of  British  sailors  who  have  entered  the  confederate  service,  I 
have  to  remark  that  no  steps  have  hitherto  been  taken  by  the  United 
States  authorities  to  prevent  British  subjects  from  entering  the  military 
or  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Seward  has,  on  the  contrary,  justified  the  measures  used,  provided 
^hey  were  not  bribery  or  intimidation,  to  induce  British  sailors  to  enter 
the  federal  service. 
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¥ou  will  readily  perceive  the  justice  of  the  request  I  am  about  to  make, 
namely,  that  before  you  repeat  your  complaints  that  British  sailors  have 
entered  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  you  will  furnish 
me  with  proofs  that  all  British  subjects  serving  in  the  federal  army  or 
navy  have  been  discharged,  and  that  orders  have  been  given  not  to  en- 
list or  engage  such  persons  to  serve  in  arms  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  her 
Majesty's  proclamation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  tfec,  <fcc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  25, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  20th  instant,  in  answer  to  several  notes  of  mine,  making 
certain  representations  in  regard  to  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects  in 
warlike  operations  on  the  ocean,  against  the  commerce  of  the  people  of 
the  "United  States,  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace. 

In  further  evidence  of  the  truth  of  .former  allegations  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a  minute  or  agreement, 
duly  signed  by  certain  parties,  well  known  at  Liverpool,  which  was  given 
to  one  of  the  men  who  sailed  in  the  vessel  called  first  the  Japan,  and 
then  the  Virginia — a  vessel  the  objects  and  intent  of  which  have  been 
already  exposed  by  the  evidence  accomj^anying  my  note*  to  your  lordship 
of  the  15tlf4nstant. 

'  Upon  examining  the  statute  of  the  realm,  by  the  terms  of  which,  in 
the  second  section,  any  proceeding  of  the  sort  indicated,  if  established 
by  proof,  is  pronounced  a  misdemeanor,  dnd  the  party  guilty  of  it  pun- 
ishable by  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  compe- 
tent to  try  the  sam,e,  I  do  not  perceive  that  the  enforcement  of  this  pro- 
vision is  made  dependent  upon  the  exterior  action  of  parties  who  have 
occasion  to  complain  of  the  commission  of  these  offenses;  nor  do  I 
understand  their  privilege  of  furnishing  information  of  such  facts,  as 
may  have  become  known  to  them,  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  be 
connected  with  any  condition,  excepting  those  implied  obligations  of 
courtesy  which  regulate  the  intercourse  of  all  civilized  nations. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  without  the  greatest  surprise  that  I  gather  from 
the  terms  of  your  lordship's  note  an  impression  that  my  government,  for 
the  future,  is  to  be  debarred  from  presenting  evidence  of  the  violations 
of  neutrality  committed  within  this  kingdom  by  the  enlistment  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects  to  make  war  on  the  people  of  the  United  States,  until  I 
can  furnish  proofs  that  all  British  subjects  who  may  have  found  their 
own  way  to  the  United  States  at  any  time  within  the  present  xentury, 
and  have  voluntarily  enlisted  in  the  federal  army  or  navy,  have  been 
discharged,  and  that  orders  have  been  given  not  to  enlist  or  engage 
such  persons  to  serve  in  arms  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  her  Majesty's  proc- 
lamation. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  your  lordship  the  fact  that  this  is  asking  what 

*  For  this  note  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  379,  April  17,  1863^ 
printed  under  "  Rebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision  "  The  Georgia,"  post. 
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it  is  altogether  beyond  the  powers  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  do  by  virtue  of  any  existing  law.  Your  lordship  has  hereto- 
fore, on  many  occasions,  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  her  Majes- 
ty's government  cannot  go  beyond  the  law  in  applying  a  remedy  to  any 
abuse,  however  flagrant.  It  certainly  would  not  counsel  another  govern- 
ment to  do  that  which  it  refuses  to  do  itself.  It  is  quite  certain  that  a 
very  large  number  of  persons,  reckoned  still  as  subjects  by  the  law  of 
the  realm,  have  yet  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  have  renounced  their 
allegiance  to  her  Majesty,  and  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
As  such  they  are  recognized  as  having  obtained  certain  new  rights,  and 
become  subject  to  correlative  obligations.  One  of  these  last  is  that 
incumbent  equally  on  all  citizens  of  serving  their  country,  if  called  upon, 
in  time  of  war»  From  this  it  is  not  possible  for  the  government  to  re- 
lieve them.  Hence,  if  her  Majesty's  government  is  to  be  understood  as 
requiring  that  a  condition  of  discharging  the  large  number  of  persons 
embraced  in  this  category  from  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  is  to  be  fulfilled  prior  to  the  exercise  by  the  United  States 
of  a  right  to  make  representations  respecting  the  violations  of  the  laws 
enforcing  neutrality  committed  within  this  kingdom  by  the  enlistment 
of  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  a  war  against  a  friendly  nation,  I  very  much 
fear  lest  this  act  may  be  construed  as  indicative  of  a  disposition  to  cut 
off  the  opportunities  of  remonstrance  by  demanding  the  performance  of 
an  obvious  impossibility.  Of  course  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  suppose 
that  such  an  intention  has  been  entertained  for  a  moment.  Yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that,  according  to  the  terms  of  your 
lordship's  note,  the  effect  indicated  must  practically  follow. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  acknowledges,  and  will,  when- 
ever called  upon,  perform  the  obligation  to  enforce  the  laws  prohibiting 
its  citizens  from  entering  into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  friendly 
nations  engaged  in  war  with  one  another.  But  they  cannot  engage  to 
refuse  the  service  of  volunteers  who  may  be  disposed  to  come  to  the 
United  States  and  offer  their  aid  in  the  great  struggle  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  no  matter  from  what  country  they  may  come.  The  memory  of 
such  names  as  La  Payette,  Kosciusko,  and  DeKalb,  not  to  mention  pthers, 
reniaius  to^  much  in  hooor  among  them  to  justify  any  such  step.  Her 
Majestj''s  government,  in  appearing  to  require  it,  asks  more  than  has 
ever  been  suggested  under  any  theory  of  international  law,  and  directly 
the  opposite  of  what  it  has  been  heretofore  in  the  habit  of  practicing 
itself. 

The  archives  of  this  legation,  for  many  years  back,  and  running  far 
beyond  the  period  of  the  late  war  with  JRussia,  abound  in  instances  of 
applications  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  the  discharge  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  have  voluntarily  enlisted  in  her  Majesty's  service. 
In  some  cases  they  have  been  granted  as  a  matter  of  favor,  but  never 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  right.  And  of  late  years  they  have  been  uni- 
formly refused  unless  coupled  with  the  condition  commonly  attached  to 
the  discharge  of  subjects,  the  repayment  of  the  advance — the  tempta- 
tion which  drew  them  to  enlist.  I  have  now  before  me  a  note,  received 
from  an  individual  alleging  himself  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
but  as  a  gunner  in  the  British  navy,  driven  by  his  poverty,  to  enlist, 
praying  me  to  inteirpose  in  his  behalf,  and  to  transfer  him  to  a  post  where 
he  could  serve  his  own  country  in  this  her  time  of  greatest  need.  I  have 
been  obliged^to  answer  his  application  by  saying  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment declines  to  act  in  similar  cases,  excepting  as  matters  of  fiavor,, 
and  then,  in  such  a  position  as  his,  only  on  the  requisition  of  the  pay- 
ment of  thirty  pounds.    A  condition  like  this  is  generally  equivalent  to 


410  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

a  denial.  It  is  not  part  of  my  purpose  to  complain  of  this  course.  But 
suchr  being  the  practice  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  can  scarcely  be 
expected  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  could  be  called  upon 
to  adopt  any  other. 
'  Neither  is  this  the  only  or  the  strongest  instance  of  the  declaration  of 
her  Majesty's  government  of  a  right  to  accept  the  services  of  the  people 
of  all  nations  in  time  of  war.  Lord  Stowell,»than  whom  no  more  eminent 
authority  is  ever  cited  as  authority  in  British  jurisprudence,  has  expli- 
citly declared,  in  the  broadest  terms,  that  "in  time  of  war  every  country 
admits  foreigners  into  its  general  service."  This  is  a  measure  "to 
which  every  country  has  resort  in  every  war,  whether  prosperous  or 
adverse." 

Her  Majesty's  government  proceeded  to  act  upon  this- principle  in  the 
very  last  war  in  which  Great  Britain  was  engaged.  And  her  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs  at  the  time.  Lord  Clarendon,  appears  to  have 
enunciated  it,  in  the  very  widest  terms,  in  addressing  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  In  defending  the  action  of  persons  who  actually 
went  far  beyond  the  lihe  marked  out,  his  lordship  affirmed  that  unless 
there  was  an  express  law  forbidding  the  subjects  of  a  country  to  learve 
the  territory,  it  was  perfectly  legitimate  for  another  country  to  invite 
them  to  leave  it  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  its  service.  I  quote 
the  language  of  his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Crampton,  of  the  16th  November, 
1855 : 

"  It  is  of  course  competent  to  any  nation  to  enact  a  municipal  law, 
such  as  actually  exists  in  many  countries,  forbidding  its  subjects  to  leave 
its  territory;  but  in  such  cases  '■civitas  career  estf  and  it  may  be  the 
duty  of  other  countries  to  abstain  from  actively  assisting  the  captives 
to  escape  from  the  national  prison  in  order  to  serve  another  master.  But 
the  government  of  the  United  States  has  enacted  no  such  law.  It  justly 
boasts  of  its  complete  freedom  in  this  respect — '  civitas  tion  career  esV 
All  residents  therein,  whether  foreigners  or  citizens,  are  perfectly  free 
to  leave  its  territory,  without  the  permission  of  the  government,  at  their 
own  absolute  discretion,  and  to  enter  tlie  service  of  any  other  state  when 
once  within  its  frontier.  To  invite  them  or  persuade  them  to  do  what  is 
thus  lawful  can  constitute  no  violation  of  the  territorial  rights  which 
the  sovereign  power  has  never  claimed  or  exercised  " 

Neither  is  this  all,  nor  even  the  most  decisive  testimony  to  the  policy 
heretofore  pursued  by  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  statute  of  the  realm,  of  ancient  date, 
which  expressly  authorizes  and  directs  the  enlistment  of  foreigners,  of 
any  and  every  nation,  into  the  army  or  navy,  in  time  of  war,  and  which 
tenders  to  them  as  an  inducement  the  boon  of  naturalization  as  British 
subjects.  That  act,  though  passed  to  meet  any  immediate  emergency, 
appears  to  give  powers  which  revive  its  vigor  on  the  breaking  out  of 
any  future  war.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  not  yet  in  force 
to  this  day.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  that  statute.  I 
cannot  help  believing  that  it  places  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt 
the  question  of  principle  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  this  discussion,  so 
far  as  the  uniform  action  of  this  kingdom  contributes  to  establish  it 
among  nations. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment will  so  far  reconsider  the  interdiction -they  appear  to  have  laid 
upon  the  United  States,  in  the  present  case,  as  not  to  demand,  as  a  prior 
condition,  the  performance  of  a  common  act  of  remonstrance,  not  simply 
a  series  of  measures  never  required  before,  but  one  at  war  with  the  whole 
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previoTis  policy  of  Great  Britain  in  its  own  case,  contrary  to  tlie  general 
practice  of  nations,  as  well  as  obviously  impossible  to  perform. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  TEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Bakl  Eussell,  c&c,  cfcc,  (S;c. 


Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  28th  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 

advance  two  pounds  ten  shillings pence  to  Edward  Davis,  on  this 

agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  — 7-  pence,  provided 
the  said  Edward  Davis  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river 
Clyde. 

JONES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 


AJSTNO  DECEVIO  TBBTIO  GEOEGII  II,  CAP.  HI. 

An  act  for  the  better  supply  of  mariners  and  seamen  to  serve  in  Ms  Majesty's 
ships  of  war,  and  on  board  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  ships,  and 
privateers. 

For  the  better  supply  of  mariners  and  sjeamen  to  serve  in  his  Majesty's 
ships  of  war,  and  on  board  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  vessels, 
and  privateers,  and  for  the  better  carrying  on  the  present  or  any  future 
war,  and  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  during  the  continuance  thereof, 
may  it  please  your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by 
the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  Par- 
liament assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same — 

That,  during  the  continuance  of  this  present  war,  and  no  longer,  ex- 
cept in  respect  of  such  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  ships  or  vessels, 
and  privateers,  which  shall  be  on  their  voyage  before  the  determination 
of  this  war,  who  shall  be  and  are  hereby  allowed  the  liberty  and  benefit 
of  returning  home,  navigated  in  the  manner  as  hereinafter  is  provided, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  merchant  ship,  or  other  trading  ship  or 
vessel,  or  privateer,  to  be  navigated  by  foreign  seamen  or  mariners,  not 
being  natives  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  plantations  thereto 
belonging,  or  his  Majest;^'s  natural  or  naturalized  subjects,  so  as  the  num- 
ber of  such  foreign  seamen  or  mariners  do  not  exceed  three-fourths  of  the 
mariners  at  any  one  time  employed  to  navigate  such  merchant  ships,  or 
other  trading  ship  or  vessel,  or  privateer;  and  that  one-fourth,  at  least, 
of  the  mariners  or  seamen  so  employed  be,  at  all  times,  natives  or  his 
Majesty's  naturalized  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  (sudden  death  and  a 
hazard  and  casualties  of  war  and  the  seas  saved  and  excepted,)  one  act 
of  Parliament,  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign  King 
Charles  the  II,  intituled  An  act  for  the  encouraging  and  increasing  of  ship- 
ping and  navigation,  or  any  other  statute  or  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

II.  And  for  the  better  encouraging  of  foreign  mariners  and  seamen  to 
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come  and  serve  on  board  ships  belonging  to  this  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  every 
such  foreigner,  mariner  or  seaman,  who  shall,  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1739,  have  faithfully  served  during  the  time  of  war  on  board 
any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  or  any  merchant  or  other  trading  ship 
or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels,  or  privateer,  (which,  at  the  time  of  such 
service,  shall  belong  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  Great  Britain,) 
for  the  space  of  two  years,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  a  natural-born  subject  of  his  Majesty's  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  and  have  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  powers,  rights,  and 
capacities  which  such  foreign  mariner  or  seaman  could,  should,  or  ought 
to  have  had  and  enjoyed  in  case  he  had  been  a  natural-born  subject  of 
his  Majesty,  and  actually  a  native  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

III.  Provided,  nevertheless,  and  it  Is  hereby  further  enacted  and  de- 
clared, that  no  person  who  shall  be  naturalized  by  virtue  of  this  act 
shall  thereby  be  enabled  to  be  of  the  privy  council,  or  a  member  of 
either  house  of  Parliament,  or  to  take  any  office  or  place  of  trust,  either 
civil  or  military,  or  to  have  any  grant  of  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments from  the  Crown  to  himself,  or  any  Other  person  or  persons  in  trust 
for  him,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise 
notwithstanding. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  at  all  times, 
when  it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  declare  war  against  any  foreign 
power,  to  publish  a  royal  proclamation,  if  he  or  they  shall  judge  it 
requisite,  to  permit  all  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  vessels,  and 
privateers,  to  be  manned  with  foreign  mariners  and  seamen  during 
such  war,  in  the  manner  as  by  this  act  provided ;  and  that  upon  the 
publishing  of  such  proclamation,  this  act,  and  eveiything  therein  con- 
tained, shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  full  force  and  virtu.e,  and  have  continu- 
ance for  and  during  the  time  of  any  said  war,  and  no  longer,  except  in 
respect  to  such  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  ships  or  vessels,  and 
privateers,  which  shall  be  on  their  voyage  before  the  determination  of 
such  war,  who  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  allowed  the  liberty  and  benefit 
of  returning  home,  navigated  in  the  manner  as  hereinbefore  is  provided. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

iNo.  398.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  April  30,  1863. 
SlE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  one  of  the  official  publi- 
cations made  for  the  use  of  Parliament,  containing  the  correspoudence 
which  has  passed  between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of 
alleged  enlistments  on  account  of  the  United  States  in  Great  Britain. 
One  additional  note  has  been  written  by  me  since  the  date  of  this  publi- 
cation ;  a  copy  of  which,  with  its  inclosures,  is  likewise  forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

/Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Marl  Bvssell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  29,  1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  In  further  explanation  of  the  views  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  submit  to  you,  in  my  note  of  the  18th  instant,  as  to  the  causes  of  the 
present  emigration,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  notes  addressed 
to  me  by  two  gentlemen  of  high  character  in  the  United  States,  who  are 
in  a  position  to  write  with  knowledge  of  the  facts.  The  original  memo- 
randum, a  copy  of  which  is  likewise  submitted,  is  now  in  my  hands. 
I  pray,  &c., 

CHARLES  PRAXOIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  (fee,  <fcc.,  <fcc. 


•  •  Mr.  Aspinwall  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Tuesday  Morning. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  mentioned  to  yo^^,  some  days  ago,  that  several  railr 
roads  were  looking  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Canada  for  laborers  exempt 
from  the  conscription  act.  Two  or  three  companies  were,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  making  such  arrangements.  To-day  I  happened  to  speak  of 
the  matter  to  Mr.  McHenry,  the  agent  of  the  Atlantic  and  Great  West- 
ern raUroad,  now  being  extended  through  the  State  of  Ohio,  sCnd  I 
received  from  him  the  inclosed  memorandum  from  the  agents  in  New 
York,  on  the  promise  to  return  it.  to  him  this  week.  McAndrew  and 
Wann  are  British  subjects ;  the  latter  brother  to  the  manager  of  the 
Belfast  Bank.  And  Mr.  Kennard,  the  consulting  engineer  alluded  to  in 
memorandum,  is  an  Englishman,  nephew  to  the  bankers  in  this  city. 
Yery  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  ASPINWALL, 


His  Excellency  C.  E.  Adams,  t&c. 


Udwards's  Hotel. 


Messrs.  McAndrew  &  Wann  to  Mr.  Henry. 
[Memorandum.  ] 

New  York,  March  27,  1863. 
Deajb  Sir  :  Mr.  Kennard  wishes  you  to  send  out  500  mechanics.  He 
will  have  work  for  them,  and  more.  Wages  here — say,  blacksmiths,  $2 
to  $2  50;  riveters,  $1  50  to  $2;  fitters,  the  same;  molders,  $1  50;  and 
trimmers,  do.,  per  day.  Eiveters  wanted  particularly.  He  also  would 
like  you  to  send  out  3,000  laborers.  Their  wages  will  be  $1  25  per  day. 
They  should  pay  their  own  way  out.  Mechanics  can  be  had  in  Belfast 
and  Scotland. 

Truly  yours. 


Jajvies  Henry,  Esq.,  London. 


McANDEEW  &  WANN. 


Mr.  Forbes  to  Mr.  Adams. 

London,  April  28,  1863. 
My  Dear  Sir:  The  extraordinary  misapprehension  which  seems  to 
exist  here,  even  among  sane  people,  in  regard  to  enlistments  in  this 
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country  for  the  United  States,  leads  me  to  state  that  more  than  two 
months  ago  I  was  called  upon,  as  a  director  in  one  of  our  Lake  Superior 
land  companies,  to  vote  upon  an  appropriation  of  money,  to  be  used  in 
combination  with  other  companies  there,  for  bringing  miners  and  other 
laborers  over  to  supply  the  great  want  of  labor  that  had  already  been 
felt  there.  I  know,  too,  that  the  great  railroad  lines  of  the  "West  were 
suffering  under  the  increase  of  wages  and  the  scarcity  of  men,  especially 
of  those  exempt  from  draft.  Even  on  the  seaboard,  in  our  short  winter 
days,  common  labor  was  at  $1  25  per  diem. 

It  seems  to  me  the  plain  facts  of  the  case  are  quite  enough  to  explain 
the  emigration,  without  supposing  want  of  good  faith  in  our  govern- 
ment as  its  cause  or  stimulant. 
Very  truly  yours, 

J.  M.  FOEBES. 

His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams,  &o.,  <S;c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  580. 1  Department  oe  State, 

Washington,  May  5, 1863. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  April  17  (No.  378)  has  been  received.  Your 
refutation  of  the  allegatiofis  that  this  government  is  engaged  in  enlist- 
ing in  Great  Britain  recruits  for  its  armies  is  approved.  No  agent  for 
such  a  purpose  has  ever  been  sent  into  any  foreign  country,  nor  has  any 
proposition  ever  been  made,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  sanctioned  by  this 
government,  nor  has  any  such  an  one,  made  by  any  authorized  person, 
ever  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  4:06.]  Legation  op  the  TJniteb  States, 

London,  May  7, 1863. 
Sir  :  The  correspondence  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  396,  of  the 
30th  of  April,  has  been  since  closed  by  an  exchange  of  notes,  copies  of 
which  are  now  transmitted.  ****#■• 
I  do  not  know  with  whom  rests  the  responsibility  for  the  delay  in  the 
delivery  of  my  notes,  as  mentioned  by  his  lordship.  I  have  taken  meas- 
ures to  fix  the  date  at  which  they  pass  out  of  my  hands  at  the  Foreign 
Oface. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Jfay  1, 1863. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  of  April,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  20th  of 
that  month,  did  not  reach  me  until  the  morning  of  the  28th.    I  mention 
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this  to  explain  to  you  why  it  was  not  included  in  the  collection  of  papers 
presented  to  Parliament  on  the  27th,  of  which  my  letter  formed  a  part. 

I  think  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  to 
point  out  to  you  that  you  have  entirely  misapprehended  the  purport  of 
my  letter  of  the  20th  of  AprU.  My  object  in  that  letter  was  not  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  the  practice  of  nations  to  admit  into  their  naval  or 
military  service  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  other  states,  but  merely  to 
point  out  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no  right  to 
complain,  as  of  an  unfriendly  act  on  the  part  of  this  country,  that  Brit- 
ish subjects  took  service  with  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  so  long 
as  the  government  of  the  United  States  allowed  and  encouraged  other 
British  subjects  to  enter  into  their  own  military  service. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  must  either  proceed  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  admitting  all  British  subjects  to  voluntary  service  in  its  ships 
and  military  bodies,  and  then  it  has  no  reason  to  complain  that  the  con- 
federates do  the  same ;  or  it  must  appeal  to  the  foreign  enlistment  act, 
and,  ia  that  case,  it  oughl^  not  to  encourage  in  its  own  practice  that 
which  it  denounces  in  the  case  of  the  confederates. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  ask  the  British  govern- 
ment to  act  partially  and  unfairly.  If  thousands  of  British  subjects  are 
to  be  found  fighting  in  the  ranks  of  the  federals,  on  the  invitation  of 
the  United  States  authorities,  it  is  no  breach  of  neutrality  that  some 
hundreds  should  be  found  in  the  ships  and  armies  of  the  confederates 
upon  a  similar  invitation  on  their  part. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Feanpis  Adaks,  Esq.,  (fee,  <fec.,  <fec. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  2, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  very  happy  to  understand,  by  the  terms  of  your  lord- 
ship's note  of  the  1st  instant,  what  I  did  not  doubt  must  have  been  the 
fact,  that  no  intention  was  entertained  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  remonstrances  on  the  part  of 
my  government  against  the  enlistment,  by  parties  within  this  kingdom, 
of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  intent  to  carry 
on  war  against  a  nation  with  which  she  is  at  peace.  It  has  seemed  to 
me  that  such  proceedings  have  been  and  are  carried  on,  in  violation  of 
the  neutrality  declared  in  the  present  contest,  and  to  that  extent  become 
just  subjects  of  complaint  on  my  part.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  ever 
carried  my  representations  beyond  that  point. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  .    CHARLES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &g.,  c&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  410.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  8, 1863. 
Sib  :  The  coriesppndence  on  the  subject  of  emigration  referred  to  in 
my  dispatch  No.  398,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  appears  to  have  come  to  an 
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end  with  the  note  from  Lord  Eussell  of  that  same  date,  a  copy  of  which 
is  transmitted  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAJ^GIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtaed, 

"  Secretary  of  State. 


JSarl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oppioe,  April  30, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  instant,  in  further  explanation  of  the  emigration  of  able-bodied 
persons  from  ijjuis  country  to  the  United  States. 

Eequesting  you  wUl  accept  my  thanks  for  this  communication,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedieatj 
humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Chaeles  Feancis  Ajoajsis,  Esq.,  tfcc,  <&c.,  do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  589.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  May  9, 1863. 

Sir.:  Your  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  April,  1863,  (No.  392,)  has  been 
received.  I  have  read  with  care  and,  as  I  think,  with  candor,  its  accom- 
paniment, the  note  which  Earl  Eussell  addressed  to  you  on  the  24th  of 
April  last  on  the  subject  of  reputed  acts  of  enlistment  for  our  military 
forces  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  your  reply  to  that  communication. 

We  have,  indeed,  observed  here  a  remarkable  increase  of  immigation, 
especially  of  immigration  from  Ireland.  But  you,  are  entirely  correct  as 
well  as  truthful  in  the  declarations  you  have  made — ^that  not  one  person 
has  been  enlisted,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  Ireland,  or  in  any  foreign 
country,  by  any  agent  or  under  any  authority  or  with  any  knowledge  of . 
this  government.  You  have  assigned  some  of  the  causes  of  this  immi-' 
gration.  The  enlistment  and  conscription  of  men  into  the  loyal  and  de- 
voted armies  of  the  country,  the  inducements  to  military  ambition,  with 
the  increase  of  mOitary  spirit  in  the  country,  which  is  continually  rend- 
ering the  soldier's  career  more  attractive ;  the  growth  of  national  spirit, 
with  an  increase  of  confidence  in  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and,  of  course, 
an  increase  of  patriotic  devotion  to  it,  all  the  while  urging  citizens  to 
abandon  the  pursuits  of  civil  life ;  the  greater  publicity  of  the  contest 
in  foreign  countries,  and  the  increased  favor  felt  toward  it  there  as  its 
true  character  comes  to  be  understood ;  a  marked  advan6e  in  the  prices 
of  labor  and  skill,  consequent  upon  a  condition  of  industrial  activity  in 
agriculture  and  in  the  mechanical  and  manufacturing  departments  which 
has  hitherto  been  unknown ;  the  advantages  offered  to  the  poor  of  every 
land  by  the  homestead  law — aU  these  ate.  i)robably  beginning  to  be  felt 
in  Europe.  There  is  yet  another  material  cause ;  gold  and  silver  have 
to  some  extent  become  demonetized  here,  and  been  replaced  by  a  na- 
tional cutrency  which  is  satisfactory  to  the  masses  of  the  people.  Thie 
rewards  of  labor  paid  in  this  currency  are  increased,  without  being  bal- 
anced as  yet  by  a  corresponding  increase  of  hiring  of  labor  abroad. 
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■while  the  cost  of  subsistence  here  is  not  equally  enhanced.  Ton  are  au- 
thorized to  communicate  to  Earl  Eussell  so  much  of  the  information 
furnished  you  by  this  dispatch  as  you  may  think  it  will  be  useful  that 
her  Majesty's  government  should  have.  And  in  every  case  you  will  coun- 
teract and  deny,  in  a  courteous  manner,  but  with  decision  and  earnest- 
ness, all  allegations  to  the  effect  that  we  are  enlisting  soldiers  in  Ireland, 
Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  foreign  country. 

I  trust  that  the  expositions  of  opinion  abroad  would  justify  us  in 
hoping  that  this  new  result  in  Europe  of  our  deplorable  strife  is  likely 
to  induce  there  the  reflection  that  this  civil  war  has  no  tenacity  of  life, 
except  what  is  derived  from  the  support  and  sympathy  extended  to  it 
by  prejudiced  or  misguided  parties  in  foreign  countries,  whose  prosperity 
and  welfare  this  government  not  only  has  no  desire  to  disturb,  but  really 
seeks  to  promote  through  as  speedy  return  to  domestic  peace  as  can  be 
made  with  safety  to  the  national  existence. 

The  United  States,  by  fostering  slavery  here,  with  the  tacit  concur- 
rence of  foreign  states  for  fifty  years,  have  created  a  system  of  interna- 
tional industry  beneficial  to  European  countries.  It  is  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected that,  when  that  policy  is  all  at  once  arrested  and  abandoned  here, 
at  the  cost  of  a  fearful  civil  war,  all  the  painful  results  of  so  sudden  and 
violent  a  change  will  be  confined  to  this  country,  and  that  the  European 
states  will  not  be  obliged  to  conform  their  own  social  industry  in  some 
respects  to  the  altered  condition  of  affairs. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  sesrv/ai^t, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaeles  EEAJjfCis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  c&c,  (&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  597.]  Depahtment  op  State, 

WasMnyton,  May  18, 1863. 
Sib  :  Ton  dispatch  of  April  30  (No.  396)  has  been  received,  together 
with  its  numerous  and  voluminous  accompaniments.      -^  . 

I  have  neither  need  nor  disposition  to  add  anything  to  your  conclusive 
reply  to  the  novel  and  extraordinary  views  concerning  the  legality  of 
enlistment  of  foreigners  presented  by  Earl  Eussell  in  his  note  to  you  on 
the  18th  of  April  last.  Your  proceedings  in  the  prosecution  of  the  cor- 
respondence are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <fcc.,  d;c. 


[Transmitted  with  "  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,"  No.  497,  of  September  17, 1863.  J 

Harl  Bussell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  September  11,  1863.. 

gjjj .        *  #  #  #  #  *  * 

But  if  the  question  with  regard  to  men  is  to  be  raised,  the  difference 

is  far  greater.    Even  admitted,  as  asserted  by  you,  though  her  Majesty's 

government  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  a  small  number  of 

British  subjects  have,  in  defiance  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  engaged 
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in  the  service,  either  by  sea  or  land,  of  the  confederates,  it  might  be 
asked  whether  no  British  seamen  are  now  employed  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  government  1  At  all  events,  it  is  well  known 
that  large  numbers  of  natural-born  subjects  of  her  Majesty  have  fought 
and  fallen  in  the  ranks  of  the-  federal  armies,  and  it  is  confidently  as- 
serted, though  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  proof  of  the  fact,  that 
agents  of  the  federal  government  are  employed  within  the  United  King- 
dom to  engage  subjects  of  her  Majesty  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States 
with  a  view  of  engaging  when  there  in  the  mUitary  service  of  the  fed- 
eral government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  would  fain  hope  that  such  reports  are  rm- 
founded,  because  such  a  proceeding  would  not  only  be  a  departure  from 
international  comity,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  tempting  British  subjects 
to  act  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  but  it  would  also  be 
■diametrically  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  upon  a  similar  matter  in  1855,  during  the  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  Eussia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  cfec,  c6c. 

[The  above  note  will  be  found  printed  in  full  under  subdivision 
'''Lairds'  Earns,"  ante.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

INo.  729.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  5,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  submit  to  the  President 

jour  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  September,  I^To.  497. 

*  .  *  #  *  *  *  * 

Earl  Eussell  adds,  that  the  United  States  have  derived  some  military 
■supplies  from  Great  Britain,  and  enlisted  many  British  subjects  in  their 
■cause.  But  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  neither  such  supplies  nor  such 
men  woald  have  been  necessary,  if  Great  Britain  had  not,  so  far  as  she 
was  concerned,  first  raised  the  insurgents  to  the  position  of  belligerents. 
Neither  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  other  recognized  party, 
.has  contended,  or  can  contend,  that  the  United  States  have  violated  any 
jnunicipal  law,  or  any  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nations,  or  even  comity  to- 
wards the  British  government,  in  the  proceedings  by  which  they  have 
received  as  merchandise  supplies  derived  from  British  sources,  and  have 
accepted  British  subjects  voluntarily  residing  in  our  own  country,  and 
voluntarily  enlisting  as  soldiers  and  seamen  in  maintaining  the  cause  of 
ithe  Union.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  stand 
aipon  what  they  think  impregnable  ground,  when  they  refuse  to  be  dero- 
gated, by  any  act  of  British  government,  from  their  position  as  a  sov- 
ereign nation  in  amity  with  Great  Britain,  and  placed  upon  a  footing  of 
equality  with  domestic  insurgents,  who  have  risen  up  in  resistance 
against  their  authority. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

'Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  <&c.,  <&c. 
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[From  British  Blue  Boot,  "North  America,"  No.  7,  1864,  p.  1-2.] 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Arhuthnot  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

y  Teeasuey  Chambees, 

November  21, 1863. 
SiE:  I  am  commanded  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  lier  Majesty's 
treasury  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  the 
inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  relating  to  a 
report  that  the  United  States  war  sloop  Kearsarge  had  taken  on  board 
British  subjects  at  Queenstown,  and  I  am  to  state  that  my  lords  would 
be  glad  to  be  informed  whether,  in  his  lordship's  opinion,  any  farther 
steps  should  be  taken  in  the  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  AEBUTHNOT. 


[Inclosiire  No.  1.] 
Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Hamilton, 

CuSTOM-HousE,  November  19,  1863. 

SiE :  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  that  a  rumor  having  reached 
the  collector  of  this  revenue  at  Cork,  that  the  United  States  war  sloop 
Kearsarge,  which  put  into  that  port  on  the  2d  instant,  .had  taken  on 
board  and  proceeded  to  sea  with  several  men,  being  British  subjects  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Queenstown,  he  caused  inquiry  to  be  made,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  whether  any  infringement  of  the  provisions,  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  had  taken  place.  The  person  from  whom  the 
rumor  emanated  was  a  person  named  Samuel  Dunn,  a  pensioner,  re- 
siding at  Eingaskiddy.  Upon  being  questioned  by  the  collector,  Dunn 
stated  that  James  Haley,  a  native  of  Eingaskiddy,  and  who  lived  at  that 
place  about  twenty  years  ago,  at  which  time  he  was  in  the  British  ser- 
vice on  board  of  the  Shamrock,  afterwards  joined  the  American  service, 
and  is  now  an  of&cer  on  board  of  the  Kearsarge.  On  the  recent  arrival 
of  that  vessel,  Haley  went  on  shore  at  Eingaskiddy  to  visit  his  relatives, 
and  while  on  shore  remained  at  the  house  of  his  sister.  It  is  alleged 
that  during  his  stay  there  he  persuaded  the  foUowing  persons  to  go  to 
sea  in  the  Kearsarge,  but  under  what  agreement  ho  evidence  appears : 
John  Sullivan,  Edward  Pyburne,  Thomas  Murphy,  George  Patterson, 
Dennis  Leary,  natives  of  Eingaskiddy. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  Michael  Ahern,  of  Queenstawn,  joined  the  said 
vessel.  The  five  persons  first  named,  who  are  from  seventeen  to  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  were  taken  on  board  the  ship  by  John  Dunn,  the  son 
of  Samuel  Dunn,  whose  declaration  to  that  effect  is  inclosed.  It  does 
not  appear  how  Michael  Ahern  (a  clerk  lately  dismissed  from  the  service 
of  Messrs.  Scott,  of  Queenstown)  was  taken  on  board.  The  reports  of 
the  officers  at  Cork,  and  the  declaration  of  John  Dunn,  having  been  re- 
ferred to  the  solicitor  of  this  revenue,  he  has  reported  that  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  men  having  been  put  on  board  and  sailed  away  in  a 
vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States  affords  a  strong  inference  that  they 
have  entered  into  the  American  war  service,  but  that  the  proofs  are  not 
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very  strong  to  support  stich  a  case,  and  there  is  no  person  known  ashore 
■who  has  been  shown  to  be  concerned  in  enlisting  the  men  so  as  to 
render  him  amenable  to  prosecntion  under  the  second  section  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act,  unless  it  be  John  Dunn  himself,  whose  statement 
is  very  vague. 

He  appears,  according  to  his  own  statement,  to  have  acted  as  an  un- 
paid volunteer,  and  does  not  explain  wherefore  or  by  whose  instructions 
he  put  the  men  on  board. 
I  am,  &c., 

F.  G.  GAEDKBE. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Declaration  of  John  Dimn. 

Qtjeenstown,  November  12, 1863. 
■  I,  John  Dunn,  of  Eingaskiddy,  do  declare  that  on  Wednesday,  the 
4th  day  of  November,  I  took  on  board  the  American  sloop  of  war  Kear- 
sarge,  in  Queenstown  harbor,  John  Sullivan,  Edward  Pyburne,  Thomas 
Murphy,  and  George  Patterson,  and  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  November, 
Dennis  Leary,  all  of  whom  lived  at  Eingaskiddy,  none  of  whom  have 
landed  to  my  knowledge. 

I  got  no  p4y  for  taking  them  on  board,  they  being  too  poor  to  pay,  and 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  payment  made  to  them  on  board. 

his 

JOHN  X  DUNN. 

mark. 

Bead  over  to  the  party  in  our  presence,  who  witness  his  mark  hereto 
this  12th  November,  1863,  at  Queenstown. 
J.  MooEE,  Surveyor. 
N.  Settviouii. 
f .  DuNlir. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book, "  North  American,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  3-4.] 

No.  2. 

The  Earl  of  Donoiighmore  to  Earl  Russell. 

52  SoTJTH  Atjdlet  Street, 

London,  November  25, 1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  think,  it  right  to  forward  to  your  lordship  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  received  this  day  from  the  Hon.  J.  M,  Mason,  together 
with  copies  of  the  declarations  to  which  it  refers. 
Believe,  &c., 

DONOUGHMOEE. 


[Inclosuie  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Mason  to  the  Earl  of  Donoughmore. 

16  Etns  DE  Marignaw, 

Paris,  November  23, 1863. 
Mt  I(0RD  :  I  have  received  here  the  affidavits  of  which  I  venture  to 
inclose  copies. 


FEDEEAX,   EECEUITING   IN   lEELAND.  421 

They  were  taken,  as  you  will  see,  at  Cork,  in  Ireland,  by  the  commer- 
cial agent  of  the  Confederate  States  at  that  place,  and  clearly  prove 
the  enlistment  of  a  number  of  men  into  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  on  board  the  federal  frigate  Kearsarge  whilst  recently  at  that 
port. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  this  offense  should  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  government,  an  offtce  which  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  per- 
form. 

I  have  taken  leave,  therefore,  to  send  the  papers  to  you,  and  though 
without  any  request,  (which  I  could  not  take  the  liberty  to  make,)  yet 
if  you  think  proper  to  send  them  to  the  Foreign  Oflce,  it  would  plaice  it 
in  the  power  of  the  government  to  examine  into  the  facts:  The  original 
affidavits  remain  in  the  possession  of  Eobert  Bowling,  esq.,  at  Cork  or 
Queeustown. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  M.  MASOK 

[For  inclosed  affidavits  of  Patrick  Kennedy  (inclosure  No.  2)  and 
Edward  Lynch  (inclosure  No.  3)  see  inclosures  to  dispatch  No.  548  of 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  December  4,  1863.] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  548.]  Legation  op  the  TTnited  States, 

London,  December  4, 1863. 

Sib  :  On  the  30th  ultimo  I  received  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell,  a  copy 
of  which  I  now  transmit.  It  seems  to  be  supported  by  two  affidavits, 
which  have  already  found  their  way  into  the  newspapers,  and  appear  in 
the  Times  of  the  2d  instant. 

As  soon  as  possible  I  wrote  a  reply  to  his  lordship's  note,  a  copy  of 
which  is  appended.  At  the  same  time  I  directed  my  secretary,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Eastman,  the  consul  implicated,  to  learn 
from  him  the  facts  in  the  case.  It  is  quite  apparent  that  a  trap  was  laid 
for  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge.  I  shall  be  very  sorry  if  it  should 
turn  out  that  he  has  fallen  iato  it.  The  allegations  respecting  Mr.  East- 
man are  so  vague  and  slight  that  I  think  it  scarcely  probable  he  had  any 
share  in  the  transaction,  whatever  it  may  have  been. 

I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Eastman  in  advance  of  his  letter, 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Wilson,  explicitly  denying  that  he  has  had,  directly  or 
indirectly,  any  knowledge  of  a  participation  in  the  enlistment  of  a  Brit- 
ish subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Wtt.t.tatvt  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State.  r 


Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  November  30,  1863. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  state- 
ment, which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  her  Majesty's  government, 
respecting  the  shipment  of  British  subjects  on  board  the  United  States 
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ship  of  war  Kears&rge,  when  in  the  port  of  Queenstown,  for  service  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States : 

It  is  reported  that  when  the  Kearsarge  was  at  Queenstown,  early  in 
this  month,  one  of  her  officers  named  James  Haley,  who  had  been  a  res- 
ident of  Eingaskiddy,  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  who,  after  serving  on 
board  her  Majesty's  ship  Shamrock,  had  entered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  went  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  sister  at  that 
place,  and  when  there  persuaded  five  persons,  named  John  Sullivan, 
Edward  Pybume,  Thomas  Murphy,  Gporge  Patterson,  and  Dennis  Leary, 
to  go  to  sea  in  the  Kearsarge.  These  men  are  said  to  have  been  taken 
on  board  that  vessel  by  one  J.  Dunn,  a  boatman  of  Ein  gaskiddy  Another 
person  of  the  name  of  Michael  Ahem,  lately  in  the  employment  of 
Messrs.  Scott,  of  Queenstown,  is  also  reported  to  have  gone  on  board  at 
the  same  time.  None  of  these  persons  seem  to  have  come  on  shore 
again,  and  they,  therefore,  must  have  sailed  in  the  Kearsarge  and  have 
taken  service  in  her  as  seamen. 

■  Her  Majesty's  government  have  also  been  furnished  with  copies  of 
affidavits  made  by  Patrick  Kennedy  and  Edward  Lynch,  both  natives 
of  Queenstown,  who  declare  that  they  proceeded  on  board  the  Kearsarge 
to  enter  as  seamen,  but  did  not  sail  in  her. 

Patrick  Kennedy  deposes  that  he  underwent  an  inspection  by  the 
ship's  doctor,  and  that  his  name  was  registered ;  that  he  saw  seven  or 
eight  other  men  from  Eingaskiddy  come  on  board,  aU  Irishmen,  one  of 
them  named  Murphy.  The  names  of  the  others  he  states  himself  not  to 
know.  He  states  that  he  was  informed  that  the  pay  would  be  twelve 
dollars  per  month.  Kennedy,  however,  left  the  ship  with  the  pilot  and 
returned  to  land.  Kennedy  also  deposes  that  he  saw  on  board  the  Kear- 
sarge Mr.  Eastman,  the  American  consul  at  Queenstown,  in  conversation 
with  one  of  the  officers,  and  that  Mr.  Dawson,  the  agent  of  the  consul, 
was  also  on  board.  ' 

Edward  Lynch's  affidavit  corroborates  the  assertion  made  by  Kennedy. 
He  says  that  he  went  on  board  with  two  other  Irishmen,  Daniel  O'Con- 
nell,  of  White  Poiut,  and  John  Connelly,  of  Bishop's  street,  Queenstown; 
and  that  O'ConneU  and  Connelly,  having  been  passed  by  the  doctor, 
were  engaged  as  seamen,  together  with  three  other  men,  all  British  sub- 
jects, whose  names  he  did  not  know,  he  himself  being  rejected  on  accbunt 
of  his  height.  He  declares  that  all  those  whom  he  saw  thus  engaged 
sailed  in  the  vessel  when  she  left  Queenstown. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  importance  of  these  statements,  as 
proving  a  deliberate  violation  of  the  laws  of-this  country,  within  one  of 
its  harbors,  by  commissioned  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Before  I  say  more,  I  wait  to  learn  what  you  can  allege  in  extenuation 
of  such  culpable  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  officers  of  the 
navy  and  the  United  States  consul  at  Queenstown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  &c.,  &c. 


[Affidavits  referred  ^o  ia  the  preceding  oommunication.  ] 
THE  POREI&N  enlistment  ACT. 

60  St.  -Vincent  Orescent,  GLAsaovy,  November  30. 
Sir  :  As  bearing  upon  the  known  wholesale  violations  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  by  agents  and  officers  of  the  United  States  government, 
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I  submit  as  matter  of  public  interest  at  this  time  the  following  official 
documents  wbich  have  come  into  my  hands. 
I  am,  &c., 

JAMES  SMITH. 
Editor  of  the  Times. 

"  Borough  of  Cork,  to  wit :  by  one  of  her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  borough. 

"  I,  Edward  Lynch,  of  Queenstown,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  yeoman,  do 
solemnly  and  siacerely  declare  that  the  American  war  steam  frigate 
Kearsarge  came  into  the  port  of  Queenstown,  in  this  county,  on  the  2d 
day  of  November  instant,  where  she  anchored  and  remained  till  the  6th 
day  of  Ifovember  following.  That  it  was  rumored  that  she  was  taking 
men  for  the  support  of  the  war  now  going  on  in  America,  and  that  I,  in 
company  with  one  Daniel  O'ConneU,  of  Whitepoint,  and  one  John  Con- 
nolly, of  Bishop's  street,  in  the  town  of  Queenstown,  both  in  said  county, 
and  all  Irishmen,  went  on  board  said  war  frigate.  That  I  remained  on 
board  said  war  frigate  up  to  the  hour  of  half -past  5  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon on  said  day,  and  got  my  dinner  and  supper  on  board  with  all  the 
other  hands,  and  that  the  boatswain  of  said  frigate  shipped  the  said 
O'Oonnell  and  Connolly  to  serve  on  board  said  war  frigate,  and  proceed 
to  America  therein,  but  objected  to  me  on  account  of  my  height.  That 
previously  to  the  shipping  of  said  two  men,  O'Oonnell  and  Connolly,  they 
had  to  pass  inspection  of  the  naval  doctor  on  board  in  the  usual  way  in 
which  men  enlisting  in  the  naval  service  have  to  do.  That  another  man, 
whose  name  I  do  not  know,  and  also,  as  I  believe,  a  British  subject,  who 
formerly  belonged  to  a  merchant  ship,  and  was  residing  in  Queenstown 
for  about  three  months  previously,  passed  the  doctor,  and  was  shipioed. 
That  two  other  men,  who  belong  to  Eingaskiddy,  in  this  county,  were 
also  taken  as  firemen  on  board  said  war  frigate,  and  that  it  was  stated 
on  board  that  the  pay  was  to  be  twelve  dollars  per  month.  That  the 
captain  of  said  frigate  was  not  on  board  at  the  time  of  these  occurrences; 
but  I  heard  the  commander  say  to  the  boatswain,  '  I'll  leave  them  in 
charge  to  you  now.'  The  boatswain  took  them  with  him,  and  in  some 
time  after  they,  the  said  O'Oonnell  and  Connolly,  returned,  and  told  me 
they  passed  the  doctor.  O'Connell's  mother,  now  Mrs.  Buckley,  lives  at 
the  back  of  the  chapel  at  Queenstown.  A  boatman  fromtheHoly  Ground 
at  Queenstown  also  came  on  board,  passed  the  naval  doctor,  in  the  usual 
way  aforesaid,  and  was  taken  into  service  on  board.  There  were  about 
two  hundred  hands  on  board,  principally  English  and  Irish.  The  said 
war  frigate  sailed  from  this  port,  by  the  direction  of  the  admiral  now 
stationed  at  Queenstown,  on  Friday,  the  6th  day  of  November  instant ; 
and  it  was  stated  they  would  first  proceed  to  Prance,  thence  to  America. 
The  men  of  whom  I  have  declared  sailed  on  board  said  war  frigate  out 
of  the  port  of  Cork,  and  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously 
believing  the  same  to  be  true,  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  oaths  and  the  substitution  of  declarations  in  lieu  thereof. 

his 

"EDWAED   X  LYNCH, 

mark. 

"  Truly  read  by  me  to  said  Edward  Lynch. 

•  "  THOMAS' H.  CEOFTS. 

"  Made  and  subscribed  before  me,  in  the  borough  of  Cork,  this  16th 
day  of  iNovember,  1863. 

"BOBEET  HALL, 
"  One  of  her  Majesty^ s  Justices  of  the  Peace 

for  the  Borough  of  GorTc." 
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"  Borough  of  Cork,  to  wit :  by  one  of  her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  borough  of  Cork. 

"  I,  Patrick  Kennedy,  of  Queenstown,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  yeoman, 
do  solemnly  and  sincrely  declare  that  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  l>;:ovem- 
ber  instant,  I  went  on  board  the  American  war  frigate  Kearsarge,  then 
lying  in  the  port  of  Cork,  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice to  which  she  belonged.  J.  Thomas  Vesling,  of  Queenstown,  and  two 
other  men  from  the  light-house,  whose  names  I  do  not  know,  were  with 
me.  We  all  went  for  the  same  purpose,  having  previously  ascertained 
that  the  ofllcers  on  board  were  enlisting  men ;  this  was  widely  circulated 
throughout  Queenstown.  When  I  went  on  board  it  was  about  2  o'clock, 
and  one  of  the  officers  told  me  I'd  be  taken  as  a  landsman.  The  same 
officer  told  a  person,  whom  I  believe  to  be  the  boatswain's  mate,  to  take 
me  before  the  doctor,  and  accordingly  I  and  the  three  other  men  were 
taken  before  the  doctor  of  the  ship,  were  stripped,  even  our  stockings 
taken  off,  and  passed  his  inspection.  We  left  about  4  o'clock,  promising 
to  come  aboard  at  7  o'clock  same  evening.  I  did  not  go  aboard  that 
evening,  but  returned  at  about  7  o'clock  next  morning,  and  had  break- 
fast, dinner,  and  supper  on  board.  While  aboard  next  day,  seven  or 
eight  men  from  Eiogaskiddy,  all  Irishmen,  came  aboard,  and  told  me 
they  had  passed  the  doctor.  These  men  sailed  on  board  the  vessel.  I 
did  not,  as  I,  when  outside  the  harbor,  as  the  parties  were  asleep  below, 
slipped  into  the  boat  with  the  pilot,  and  came  home.  A  boy  named 
Murphy,  from  Queenstown,  also  passed  the  doctor,  and  sailed  in  the  ves- 
sel, as  did  all  the  others,  with  the  exception  of  Vesling ;  he  did  not  go. 
There  were  from  one  hundred  and  iifty  to  two  hundred  men  taken  on 
board,  nearly  aU  Irish.  I  saw  Mr.  Eastman,  the  American  consul  for 
Queenstown,  on  board.  He  was  in  conversation  with  some  of  the  officers 
on  board,  and  remained  for  some  time.  Mr.  Dawson,  the  agent  of  the 
consul,  was  also  on  board.  I  was  told  twelve  dollars  a  month  would  be 
the  pay.  After  we  passed  the  doctor  our  names  were  registered.  And 
I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
true,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  for  the  abolition  of  oaths  and  the 
substitution  of  declarations  in  lieu  thereof 

big 

"PATEICK  X  KEKN"EDT. 

mark, 

"  Made  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  and  in  the  borough  of  Cork,  this 
18th  day  of  ITovember,  1863. 

"FELIX  MULLUK, 
"  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Borough  of  GorlcJ' 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  2,  1863. 
Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Eight  Honorable  Earl 
Eussell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  his  lordship's  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  relating  to  certain  unlawful  proceedings,  alleged  to  have 
taken  place  at  Queenstown,  in  the  enlistment  of  her  Majesty's  subjects 
on  board  the  Kearsarge,  and  in  the  agency  of  the  consul  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Eastman,  in  that  transaction. 
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It  would  be  a  cause  of  deep  regret  to  Mr.  Adams  if  any  just  grounds 
should  have  been  given  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States  to  any  similar 
allegation.  He  loses  no  time  in  assuring  his  lordship  that  he  has  taken 
immediate  measures  to  apprise  Mr.  Eastman  of  the  nature  of  the  state- 
ment thus  made,  and  to  obtain  the  necessary  explanations  of  the  matter 
from  him.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Adams  cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt 
that  the  charge  will  prove  to  have  been  founded  in  some  misconception 
of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Adams  prays  Earl  EusseU  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  highest 
consideration. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  6.] 

No.  6. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  Becember  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussiell,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Eear- Admiral  Sir  Lewis  Jones,  dated  the  7th  instant,  rela- 
tive to  fifteen  seamen  having  been  landed  at  Queenstown  from  the  United 
States  sloop-of-war  Kearsarge,  who  stated  that  they  had  been  shipped 
at  that  port. 


I  am,  &c.. 


W.  G.  EOMAllirE. 


[Inclosure.] 

Bear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

"Hastings,"  Queenstown, 

December  7, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  their  lordship's  information,  that 
the  United  States  steam  corvette  Kearsarge  came  off  the  harbor  this 
morning,  and  shortly  afterwards  fifteen  seamen  were  landed"  from  her 
by  the  Petrel,  a  schooner  pilot-boat,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Scott  &  Co., 
merchants,  of  Queenstown. 

2.  It  appears  from  the  statements  of  these  men  that  they  were  shipped 
between  the  2d  and  5th  November  last,  while  the  Kearsarge  was  wind- 
bound  at  this  port,  and  regularly  entered  as  part  complement  of  the  ship 
on  arriving  at  Brest. 

3.  I  would  beg  to  observe  that  Captain  Winslow,  of  the  Kearsarge,  was 
perfectly  aware  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  and  the  statute  law  on  that 
point,  as  he  had  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  in  his  possession,  and  I  had 
a  conversation  with  hioi  on  the  subject,  and  he  stated  to  me  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States  consul,  that  he  did  not  want 
any. men — ^he  only  wanted  a  clerk. 

4.  The  men  now  landed  are  in  custody,  awaiting  the  decision  of  the 
custom-house  authorities  in  London. 

6.  I  have  further  to  add  that  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States  consul, 
read  to  me  this  morning  a  letter  he  had  received  from  Captain  Winslow, 
of  the  Kearsarge,  stating  that  a  number  of  men  were  found  secreted  on 
board  the  Kearsarge  after  his  leaving  Qiieenstown  on  the  5th  November, 
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and  tliat  lie  would  have  landed  them  at  Brest,  but  that  doing  so  would 
have  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  confederate  war.  steamer  Florida, 
and  he  now  sends  them  on  shore  at  Queenstown. 

I  have,  &c.,  

'  LEWIS  JOKES. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "Nortli  America,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  6-8.] 

Ko.   7. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admeraltt,  December  19, 1863. 
SiE :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  I  am  commanded 
by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  a  oopy  of  a  further  letter  from  Bear- 
Admiral  Sir  Lewis  Jones,  dated  the  8th  instant,  with  copies  of  its  inclos- 
ures,  relating  to  the  men  relanded  at  Queenstown  from  the  United  States 
ship  of  war  Kearsarge. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Bear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

"Hastings,"  at  Qubbnsto'wn, 

December  8, 1863. 

SiE :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  inclose  here- 
with, for  their  lordships'  information,  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Captain 
Winslow,  of  the  United  States  sloop  Kearsarge,  which  Mr.  Eastman, 
the  United  States  consul,  read  to  me  yesterday.  Also  a  letter  from 
Captain  Winslow  to  myself,  reporting  his  arrival  for  the  purpose  of  land- 
ing sixteen  men,  said  to  have  concealed  themselves  on  board  the  Kear- 
sarge prior  to  that  ship's  departure  from  Queenstown  on  the  5th  of 
November,  with  copies  of  the  certificates  of  Captain  Winslow  and  Lieu- 
tenant Thornton,  executive  officer  of  the  Kearsarge,  relating  to  the  men 
in  question. 

2.  Since  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  I  find  another  man  was  landed, 
which  makes  the  number  sixteen  instead  of  fifteen. 

3.  On  the  United  States  consul  informing  me  that  he  intended  to  go 
on  board'  the  Kearsarge  to  communicate  with  Captain  Winslow,  I  re- 
quested him  to  state  to  th^  officer  that  I  considered  the  manner  of  land- 
ing the  men  in  a  pilot-boat  without  having  previously  communicated 
with  the  authorities  of  this  place  was  irregular,  ^ 

I  am,  &c., 

LEWIS  T.  JONES. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Captain  Winslow,  TJ.  S.  N.,  to  Mr.  Uastmam. 

[For  this  inclosure  see  inclosure  to  dispatch  No.  561,  of  Mr.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward,  dated  December  22, 1863,  post.] 
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[Inclosilre  No.  3.] 
Captain  Winslow  to  Bear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones, 

KeAESARGE,  off  QTrEENSa?OWN, 

December  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  came-to  off  Queenstown 
for  the  purpose  of  landing  sixteen  refugees  who  had  concealed  them- 
selves on  board  this  ship,  prior  to  her  departure  from  Queenstown  on 
the  5th  of  November. 

I  learn  here  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  magnify  this  circum- 
stance, for  purposes  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  therefore  given  to  the  American  consul  my  certificate  with  a 
representation  of  the  circumstances  by  the  executive  oflcer  of  this  ship, 
and  I  have  directed  the  consul  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  wnrsLOw. 

[For  iuclosures  4  and  5  to  No.  7,  being  the  certificate  of  Captain  Wins- 
low  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Thornton,  his  executive  officer,  see  dispatch 
'So.  553  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  December  11, 1863,  post] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  553.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  my  dispatch  So.  548,  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Eastman,  exonerating  himself  from  the 
charges  brought  against  him  on  the  strength  of  the  depositions  referred 
to  by  Lord  Eussell.  On  the  7th  I  addressed  a  note  to  his  lordship,  a 
copy  of  which  is  annexed. 

Captain  Winslow  has  touched  at  Queenstown,  and  set  ashore  sixteen 
men,  who  are  presumed  to  be  the  persons  referred  to  in  the  depositions. 
He  and  Mr.  Eastman  have  sent  me  papers  explaining  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  carried  away,  copies  of  which  are  transmitted. 
I  have  not  yet  sent  copies  to  Lord  Eussell,  nor  have  I  replied  to  Captain 

Winslow. 

#  #  #  *  »  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAI^TCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,-December  7,  1863. 

Mt  Lord:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  30th  November, 
respecting  certain  insinuations  contained  in  the  depositions  of  parties  at 
Queenstown  against  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Eastman,  the  consul  of  the 
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TJnited  States,  in  connection  with  a  supposed  enlistment  of  men  for 
service  in  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  you 
a  copy  of  what  Mr.  Eastman  writes  in  answer  to  my  inquiry. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHARLES  FEAlJrCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Ea:?l  Russell,  <&e.,&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Eastman  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Queen^town,  Cork,  December  4,  1863. 
.  Sir:  #*#*#* 

With  regard  to  any  connivance  upon  my  part  in  this  matter,  I  can 
truly  assert  and  declare  that  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  shipment  of  sea- 
men on  board  of  the  vessel,  nor  of  the  hiring  or  engagement  of  any, 
and  have  no  doubt  if  such  shipments  took  place  I  should  have  had  some 
information ;  and  from  the  positive  assurances  of  the  captain  and  his 
officers,  I  cannot  believe  that  the  captain  or  his  officers  did,  during  the 
stay  of  the  vessel  in  this  port,  commit  the  acts  represented  to  Earl  Rus- 
sell, as  stated  in  his  communication  of  the  30th  of  IJTovember.  I  feel 
assured,  from  the  position  of  the  captain  in  the  service,  that  you  wiU  be 
justified  in  assuring  Earl  Russell  that  no  such  acts  as  have  been  repre- 
sented to  him  were  committed,  and  again  would  fearlessly  state  that,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  perfectly  ignorant  of  such  alleged  acts,  and 
should  not  be  so  remiss  in  my  duty  to  my  government  as  not  to  convey 
it  to  them,  if  such  had  occurred  to  my  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  G.  EASTMAN, 

United  States  Consul, 
His  Excellency  C.  E.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  London. 


Mr.  Uastman  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Qiieenstown,  Gorlc,  December  7, 1863. 
Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  morning  the  Kearsarge 
arrived  off  this  port,  and  sent  sixteen  men  ashore  in  a  pilot-boat ;  also 
a  letter  to  me  stating  the  fact.  I  was  so  very  much  surprised  at  such  a 
strange  proceeding,  that  I  immediately  took  a  boat  and  went  on  board, 
and  demanded  of  the  captain  his  reasons  for  so  doing  in  writing,  copies 
of  which  I  herewith  inclose  to  you.  I  endeavored  to  prevail  upon  the 
captain  to  come  in  and  anchor  and  explain,  but  it  was  of  no  use. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  G.  EASTMAN, 

United  States  Consul. 
His  Excellency  C.  E.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  London. 
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Lieutenant  Thornton  to  Captain  Winslow. 

United  States  Steamer  Kbarsarge, 

Off  Cork  JSarbor,  December  7, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state,  in  accordance  -with  yonr  request,  that  on  or 
about  the  3d  of  S'ovember,  1863,  several  men  from  Queenstown  came  on 
board  of  this  ship  as  applicants  for  enlistment  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  absence  of  yourself,  and  of  any  definite  in- 
structions in  regard  to  such  applications,  1  told  the  men  that  if  they 
were  physically  qualified  for  enlistment  they  might  remain  on  board 
until  your  return,  when  you  would  decide.  Upon  your  return,  your  in- 
structions were  Mot  to  enlist  them ;  they  were  accordingly  sent  out  of 
the  ship. 

Many  applications  of  a  similar  nature  were  made,  but  their  enlistment 
was  in  every  case  refused,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions.  During 
the  time  we  were  at  anchor  the  ship  was  surrounded  by  boats  filled  with 
men  desiring  to  enlist.  Orders  were  given,  and  executed,  not  to  allow 
them  alongside.  On  the  evening  of  the  5tli  this  was  the  case  until  after 
dark,  and  until  the  ship  was  under  way.  The  ship  went  to  sea  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th  November.    It  was  storming  and  blowing  hard. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  of  the  ship,  and  with  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  (as  I  thought,)  before  tripping  the  an'chor  all  strangers 
were  ordered  out  of  the  ship.  The  master-at-arms,  with  the  ship's  cqr- 
poral  and  others  of  the  police  force,  executed  the  Order,  finding  men 
.'^stowed  away  in  the  hold,  in  the  carpenter's  locker,  and  elsewhere.  These 
men  were  put  out  of  the  ship,  in  some  cases  by  force.  As  soon  as  the 
ship  was  reported  cleared,  the  anchor  was  tripped,  and  the  ship  went  to 
sea. 

On  the  next  day  several  men  were  discovered  who  were  strangers  in 
the  ship.  These  men,  probably  with  the  connivance  of  the  crew,  had 
been  so  securely  concealed  as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  police  force. 
Upon  receiving  this  information  you  decided  to  land  these  men  at  Brest, 
whither  you  were  bound.  The  men  were  sent  out  of  the  ship  at  Brest, 
in  accordance  with  this  determination,  but  pleading,  destitution  they  re- 
turned, and  were  permitted  to  remain  on  board  until  this  morning,  when 
they  were  landed  in  Queenstown  by  the  pilot-boat  Petrel. 

I  would  add  that  the  names  of  these  men,  upon  their  return  to  the 
ship  while  in  Brest  harbor,  were  placed  upon  the  ship's  books,  for  the 
purpose  of  their  support  and  comfort,  they  being  otherwise  utterly  des- 
titute. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  THOENTON, 
Lieutenant  Commander  JJ.  8.  2f.,  and  Executive  Officer. 

Captain  John  A.  Winslow,  &c.,  (fee,  &c. 


Statement  of  Captain  Winslow. 

United  States  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Off  Queenstown,  December  7, 1863. 

I  certify  that  the  United  States  steam  sloop  Kearsarge  arrived  in 

Queenstown  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of  November,  1863,  and  that  on  the 

following  day  I  left  the  ship  for  Cork.    On  my  return  to  Queenstown, 

accompanied  by  the  American  consul,  I  called  upon  the  admiral  in  com- 
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mand,  and  in  course  of  conversation  reference  was  made  to  a  paragraph 
in  tlie  papers,  that  the  Kearsarge  had  come  in  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
listing men,  when  I  informed  the  admiral  that  I  had  received  notice 
from  the  executive  officer  of  the  Kearsarge  that  many  persons  had  ap- 
plied to  be  shipped,  and  in  response  I  had  directed  him  to  notify  all  per- 
sons that  no  enlistments  would  be  made,  and  "instructions  were  given  in 
accordance. 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  November,  1863,  while  blowing  heavy, 
with  thick  rainy  weather,  the  Kearsarge  went  to  sea.  On  the  following 
day  report  was  made  to  me  that  several  men  had  been  discovered  on 
board,  and  investigation  showed  that  they  had  concealed  themselves  in 
the  ship  during  the  thick  and  rainy  weather  of  the  day  or  night  previous, 
and  disguised  in  this  way  proceeded  in  the  ship,  hoping  to  be  enlisted 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  after  she  got  to  sea.  The  Kearsarge 
was  on  important  duty,  watching  the  Florida  at  Brest,  audit  was,  there- 
fore, impracticable  to  return  the  men  to  Queenstown  immediately.  I 
directed  the  men  to  be  held  at  Brest,  in  apprehension,  if  they  were 
turned  ashore,  they  would  join  the  Florida,  resolving  as  soon  as  the 
Kearsarge  left  Brest  again  to  put  them  ashore  at  Cork. 

The  Kearsarge  left  Brest  again  on  the  5th  of  December,  1863,  and,  in 
accordance  with  my  resolution,  I  have  this  day  sent  sixteen  men  ashore 
in  the  pilot-boat  Petrel,  with  a  list  of  their  names  as  given  to  the  Amer- 
ican consul. 

JOHN  A.  WrsrSLOW,  Captain. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  7,  1864,  p.  8.] 
No.  8. 
Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Waddington, 

Foreign  Office,  December  12, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  EusseU  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  to 
be  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George  G-rey,  copies  of  papers  as  marked 
in  the  margin*  respecting  the  enlistment  at  Queenstown  of  various 
British  subjects  to  serve  on  board  the  United  States  steam  vessel  of 
war  the  Kearsarge. 

The  law  offlcers  are  of  opinion  that  the  men  who  so  enlisted  on  board 
the  Kearsarge  should  be  prosecuted  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act ; 
and  Lord  EusseU  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  such 
prosecution  should  be  instituted  as  soon  as  sufficient  evidence  is  collected 
to  sustain  it. 

I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOZ^TD. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  " North.America,"  No.  7,  1864,  p.  10.] 
No.  11. 
Mr.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Whitehall,  December  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  respecting  the  enlistment  at  Queens- 

*  Inclosures  are  previously  pritted. 
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town  of  Britisli  subjects  to  serve  on  board  tlie  United  States  steam  vessel 
of  war  the  Kearsarge ;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of 
Earl  Eussell,  that  the  papers  have  been  forwarded  to  the  lord  lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland,  in  order  that  his  excellency  may,  if  he  sees  no  objection, 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  the  prosecution  of  the  men  so  enlisted 
under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  in  accordancfe  with  the  opinion  of  the 
law  of&cers  of  the  Crown  in  this  country. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  A.  BEUCE. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  10.] 

No.  13. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Bruce. 

Foreign  Office,  December  17,  1863. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I  am  directed 
by  Earl  Eussell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George 
Grey,  a  copy  of  a  further  note  from  Mr.  Adams,*  inclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  captain  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  respect- 
ing the  seamen  embarked  on  board  that  vessel  at  Queenstown.  ' 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOIJTD. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  561.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  22, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell 
of  the  14th,  and  of  his  replies  of  the  16th  and  17th  instant,  respecting 
the  allegation  of  enlistments  on  board  the  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown. 
From  the  tone  of  his  lordship  I  am  led  to  infer  the  government  is  not 
altogether  satisfied  with  the  replies  given  by  the  consul  and  Commander 
Winslow ;  if  so,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  complaint  may  be  transferred 
to  Washington.  I  have  for  that  reason  abstained  from  entering  into 
the  question  here  any  further  than  is  necessary  to  state  the  views  of  the 
respective  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  14,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  In  reference  to  the  note  of  the  30th  of  November,  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you,  respecting  certain  allegations  made 
against  the  commander  of  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  I  now  transmit  the 

*  See  inclosure  previously  printed. 
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copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  consiol  by  that  officer.  It  would  appear 
from  this  that  he  disavows  all  intention  of  violating  the  laws  of  this 
kingdom  in  enlisting  men  for  the  service  of  the  United  States.  What- 
ever may  have  been  done  of  the  kind  seems  to  have  been  carried  on 
without  his  knowledge ;  and,  when  he  discovered  it,  he  took  prompt 
measures  to  rectify  the  error  by  returning  to  port  and  landing  the  men. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  have  transmitted  copies  of  all  the  papers 
connected  with  this  subject  for  the  consideration  of  my  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHARLES  FEAI>rCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Etjssbll,  &c.,  tfcc,  &c. 


Captain  Winslow,  U.  S.  W.,  to  Mr.  Eastman. 

U.  S.  S.  Keaesaegb,  at  Sea,  December  7, 1863. 
SiE :  A  party  of  men,  either  by  connivance  of  the  crew  or  otherwise, 
were  concealed  on  board  this  vessel  on  the  night  of  her  departure  from 
Queenstown,  the  5th  ultimo.  These  men,  I  learn,  were  in  expectation 
of  being  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  after  the  Kear- 
sarge  had  proceeded  to  sea,  but  found  their  mistake. 

To  have  turned  them  ashore  at  Brest  would  have  been  to  open  to  them 
the  temptation  to  enlist  on  board  the  Florida.  I  therefore  determiaed 
to  leave  them  at  Queenstown  as  soon  as  it  was  practicable.  You  will 
please  notify  Admiral  Jones  that  I  informed  him  that  no  enlistments 
would  be  made  at  Queenstown.  I  have  therefore  sent  on  shore  this 
party,  that  no  charge  of  subterfuge  may  be  alleged  in  the  premises. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHlJr  A.    WINSLOW. 
E.  G.  Eastman,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Queenstown. 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  December  16, 1863. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated  the  4th  instant,  from 
Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States  consul  at  Cork,  stating  that  he  did  not 
know  of  a  single  shipment  of  seamen  on  board  the  United  States 
steamer  Kearsarge,  nor  of  the  hiring  or  engagement  of  any,  and  that  he 
had  no  doubt,  if  any  such  shipments  had  taken  place,  he  should  have 
had  some  information  of  it ;  and  further,  from  the  positive  assurance  of 
the  captain  and  his  officers,  he  cannot  believe  that  the  captain  or  his 
officers  did,  during  the  stay  of  the  vessel  at  Queenstown,  commit  the 
acts  represented  to  her  Majesty's  government  which  formed  the  subject 
of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  of  November,  namely,  the  enlistment  of 
men  to  serve  on  board  the  Kearsarge. 

With  reference  to  this  statement,  I  think  it  right  te- inform  you  that 
a  report,  dated  December  7th,  has  been  received  by  the  board  of  admi- 
ralty, from  the  port  admiral  at  Queenstown,  stating  that  the  Kearsarge 
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had  arrived  off  the  harbor  in  the  morning,  and  sliortly  afterward  fifteen 
seamen  were  landed  from  her  in  a  pilot-boat.  These  seamen  stated  that 
they  were  shipped  between  the  2d  and  5th  of  November  last,  while  the 
Kearsarge  was  wind-bound  at  Queenstown,  and  that  they  were  regularly 
entered  as  part  complement  of  the  ship  on  arriving  at  Brest. 

It  appears,  further,  from  the  admiral's  report,  that  the  commander  of 
the  Kearsarge  was  perfectly  aware  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  and  of 
the  statute  law  bearing  on  the  point,  and  had  a  copy  of  the  proclamation 
in  his  possession;  and  that  he  had  stated  to  the  admiral,  in  the  presence 
of  the  United  States  consul,  that  he  did  not  want  any  men,  and  only 
wanted  a  clerk. 

The  admiral  adds,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  United  States 
consul,  Mr.  Eastman,  read  to  him  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from 
the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge,  saying  that  a  number  of  men  were  found 
secreted  on  board  that  vessel  after  her  departure  from  Queenstown,  on 
the  5th  of  November,  and  that  he  would  have  landed  them  at  Brest,  but 
that  doing  so  would  have  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  confederate 
war  steamer  Florida,  and  that  he  now  sent  them  on  shore  at  Queens- 
town. 

The  discrepancies  between  the  statements  which  I  have  thus  recited, 
together  with  the  statements  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  Novem- 
ber, and  those  which  have  been  transmitted  to  you  by  the  United 
States  consul  at  Queenstown,  will  not  fail  to  attract  your  attention,  and 
win  doubtless  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  making  still  further  inquiry 
from  your  own  consul  as  to  the  part  taken  by  him  in  the  enlistment  of 
these  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highesi;  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Chaelbs  Peancis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  <fec.,  &c. 


Earl  Biussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoEEiGN  Office,  December  17, 1863. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
14th  instant,  respecting  the  seamen  embarked  on  board  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 
Ghaeles  Feajstcis  Adajvis,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&e.,  &c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  791.]  Depaetment  op  State, 

Washington,  December  26, 1863. 

SiE :  Tour  dispatch  of  December  >  4  (No.  548)  has  been  received, 
together  with  the  cprrespondence  which  has  taken  place  between  Earl 
Eussell  and  yourself,  concerning  9,n  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  law  of  Great  Britain  by  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
steamship  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown,  in  concert  with  the  United  States 
consul  at  that  place.  Tour  reply  to  Earl  Eussell  is  approved. 
28  A  C — vol.  II 


434  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 

Tou  will  immediately  investigate  the  charge  against  both  these  offi- 
cers, and  will  communicate  the  result  to  this  department.  If  you  find 
the  charge  sustained  against  the  consul,  you  will,  without  waiting  fur- 
ther instruction,  dismiss  him  from  his  oface,  and  make  a  temporary 
appointment  in  his  place. 

You  will  assure  Earl  Eussell  that,  if  the  charge  shall  be  sustained 
against  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge,  he  will  be  promptly  relieved 
of  his  command,  and  other  satisfactory  amends  will  be  offered  to  her 
Majesty's  government. 

It  would  seem  proper  that  you  should  express  to  Earl  EusseU  our 
desire  to  be  furnished  with  such  proofs  as  he  may  have,  in  addition  to 
those  contained  in  the  affidavits  of  which  you  have  been  furnished  by 
him  with  copies. 

You  will  inform  Earl  Eussell  that  his  complaint  against  the  com- 
mander of  the  Kearsarge  has  been  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department, 
and  that  the  Secretary  thereof  will  at  once  call  upon  the  commander  for 
an  answer  thereto,  without  awaiting  the  report  of  your  investigation  of 
the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED,  Acting  Secretary. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  dec,  &c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'So.  794.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  29,  1863. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  instruction  No.  791,  of  the  26th  instant,  I  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant,  No.  70,  from  the  consul  at  Cork, 
in  regard  to  the  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  case  of  the  Kearsarge,  and  which  was  received  subsequent 
to  the  writing  of  No.  791. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d;c.,  &g.,  &c. 


Mr.  Eastman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  70.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Queenstown,  Cork,  December  12, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  7th  instant  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge  called  off  this  harbor  and  sent  ashore  sixteen 
men  in  a  pilot-boat,  with  a  note  to  me.  I  returned  on  board  the  Kear- 
sarge in  the  pilot-boat,  saw  the  captain,  and  from  him  I  obtained  a  state- 
ment, a  copy  of  which  I  inclose.  These  men,  it  seems,  stowed  themselves 
away  on  board  the  Kearsarge,  while  in  this  port,  in  hopes  to  be  shipped 
when  at  sea,  instead  of  which  the  captain  took  them  to  Brest,  sent  them 
ashore,  and  then  retook  them  on  board  and  enlisted  them  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  three  years,  as  I  understand. 

It  seems  then  he  feared  he  had  done  wrong,  and,  afraid  of  trouble, 
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when  he  got  up  steam,  came  across  here  and  put  these  men  ashore,  with 
scarcely  any  explanations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWm  G.  EASTMAK 
Hon.  WiLLLiM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[The  inclosed  statements  of  Captain  Winslow  and  Lieutenant  Thorn- 
ton are  printed  with  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  ISTo.  553, 
December  11, 1863,  ante.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  801.]  Department  oe  State, 

Washington,  January  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of 
December,  No,  553,  and  in  this  connection  I  take  leave  to  refer  to  your 
previous  dispatch.  No.  548,  and  to  my  reply  thereto.  No.  791.  All  of 
these  papers  relate  to  Earl  Eussell's  complaint  that  the  commandant  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  Captain  .Winslow,  had  enlisted 
seamen  in  the  port  of  Queenstown,  and  that  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United 
States  consul  for  Cork,  resident  at  Qiieenstown,  was  an  accomplice  in 
that  affair.  Your  dispatch  first  above  mentioned  gives  the  consul's  pos- 
itive denial  of  the  charge,  so  far  as  it  concerns  himself,  and  his  denial 
upon  information  and  belief  of  the  charge  against  Captain  Winslow. 
The  same  dispatch  is  accompained  by  a  copy  of  papers,  which  were 
placed  in  your  hands  by  Captain  Winslow,  in  which  the  charge,  as  it 
affects  himself,  is  denied,  and  proofs  are  given  sustaining  that'  denial. 

The  same  dispatch  informs  me  that  you  have  already  submitted  the 
consul's  denial  to  Earl  Russell,  but  that  you  had  not  at  that  time  laid 
before  him  the  papers  furnished  to  you  by  Captain  Winslow. 

It  will  be  borne  ui  mind  that  in  my  dispatch  No.  791 1  authorized  you 
to  investigate  the  charges,  and  to  report  thereupon  to  this  department, 
at  the  same  time  empowering  you  to  dismiss  the  consul  peremptorily,  if 
you  should  find  him  guilty  of  the  offense  alleged  against  him.  In  the 
same  paper  I  authorized  you  to  inform  his  lordship  that  I  should  request 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  facts,  without 
waiting  for  the  result  of  your  investigation.  I  further  empower  you  to 
ask  from  Earl  Kussell  any  proofs  he  might  be  able  to  furnish  in  support 
of  the  charge. 

Having  thus  described  the  condition  of  the  case,  I  have  now  to  say: 
First  in  regard  to  the  consul,  that  if  no  facts  controverting  his  denial 
shall  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  it  seems  to  be  that  his  innocence  is 
established,  and  that  I  hope  that  it  may  appear  in  the  same  favorable 
light  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

Second,  in  regard  to  Captain  Winslow,  that  unless  you  have  discov- 
ered or  been  put  in  possession  of  facts  controverting  his  denial  and 
proofs,  that  you  will  say  to  his  lordship  that  it  seems  to  this  govern- 
ment that  Captain  Winslow  has  not  intentionally  or  knowingly  violated 
the  anti-enlistment  laws  of  G-reat  Britain,  although  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that,  without  his  knowledge,  some  irregularity  iu  that  respect 
was  practiced  by  some  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  on  board  his 
vessel,  which  was  corrected  as  far  as  possible  w^hen  it  was  discovered 
by  him.    It  is  not  proposed,  however,  to  decide  definitely  this  point. 
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without  awaiting  a  report  of  your  investigation,  as  well  as  the  result  of 
the  inquiry  which  has  been  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Finally,  you  will  assure  Earl  Eussell  that  this  government,  in  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  case,  will  not  fail  to  vindicate  its  respect  for  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  laws  of  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chakles  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  ASams. 

No.  804.]  Depaetment  oe  State, 

Washington,  January  6,  1864. 
SiE:  Since  the  instruction  to  you  of  yesterday,  No.  801,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  alleged  enlistments  for  the  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown  was 
prepared,  the  letter  of  that  date,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  has  been 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  only  two  of  the  accom- 
panying papers,  transcripts  of  which  were  not  already  in  your  posses- 
sion, are  also  herewith  transmitted.  It  is  presumed  that  you  may  now 
be  enabled  to  present  the  case  to  the  British  government  in  a  shape  that 
may  satisfy  it  that  the  men  found  on  board  the  Kearsarge  were  not 
enlisted  at  Queenstown;  that  they  secreted  themselves  in  the  vessel 
without  the  knowledge  of  Captain  Winslow;  and  that  they  were  re- 
turned to  the  place  whence  they  came  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
their  presence  was  discovered. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  January  5, 1864. 
Sir  :  On  the  29th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  inclosing  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams 
in  reference  to  an  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of  • 
Great  Britain  by  the  commander  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kear- 
sarge, and  to  state  that  Captain  Winslow  had  been  called  upon  for  a 
report  on  the  subject,  as  nothing  relative  to  it  had  been  received  from 
him.     Since  then  a  report  from  him,  dated  December  11,  has  reached 
the  department,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  and  its  inclosures, 
herewith,  for  your  perusal,  and  for  such  use  as  you  may  think  proper  to 
make  of  their  contents. 
The  return  of  the  report,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  is  requested. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  N'avy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — Any  further  report  that  may  be  received  from  Captain  Wins- 
low shall  be  communicated  to  you. 
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Captain  Winslow  to  Mr.  Welles. 

"So.  17.]  United  States  Steamer  Keaksaege, 

Brest,  France  December  11,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  during  the  last  cruise  of 
the  Kearsarge  from  this  port,  I  took  the  opportunity  of  landing  at 
Queeustown  sixteen  refugees  who  secreted  themselves  on  board  of  this 
vessel  prior  to  her  departure  from  that  port  on  the  5th  ultimo. 

The  accompanying  papers  afford  all  information  of  the  character  of 
that  act,  with  the  correspondence  which  followed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectf ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JSO.  A.  WIKSLOW,  Captain. 
Hon.  GriDEON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Letter  of  Captaia  Winslow  to  Mr.  Eastman  of  December  7, 1863,  is 
printed  with  dispatch  'So.  561  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 

[The  inclosed  certificate  of  Captain  Wuislow  will  be  found  priuted 
with  dispatch  No.  553  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 


Captain  Winslow  to  Bear-Admiral  Jones. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Off  Queenstown,  December  7, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to. inform  you  that  I  came  to,  off  Queenstown, 
for  the  purpose  of  landing  sixteen  refugees  who  had  concealed  them- 
selves on  board  this  ship  prior  to  her  departure  from  Queenstown,  on 
the  5th  of  November.  I  learn  here  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
magnify  this  circumstance  for  purposes  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 
I  have,  therefore,  given  to  the  American  consul  my  certificate,  with  a 
representation  of  the  circumstances  by  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship, 
and  I  have  directed  the  consul  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Eear- Admiral  Sir  Lewis  T.  Jones, 

Com^dg  H.  M.  Naval  forces,  Coast  of  Ireland. 

[The  statement  of  Lieutenant  Thornton  will  be  found  printed  with 
dispatch  No.  553  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 


Captain  Winslow  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Brest,  France,  December  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  lette:?,  with  inclosed  memorandum,  is  at  hand.  I  have  just 
returned  from  a  cruise  of  reconnoissance  up  the  channel,  and  while  oft" 
Cork  landed  sixteen  men,  who  had  secreted  themselves  on  board  the 
Kearsarge  some  time  prior  to  her  departure  from  Queenstown,  on  the  3d 
ultimo. 
I  learned  from  the  consul  at  Queenstown  of  the  seizure  of  this  act  by 
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secession  agents  to  make  capital  of,  and  left  with.  Mm  originals  of  the 
inclosed  letters,  Which  will  afford  you  all  information  in  the  premises. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  say,  that  so  far  as  my  action  is  concerned  in  this 
case,  I  was  so  particular  as  even  to  send  ashore  an  American  seaman 
(Boston  born,)  lest  it  might  be  said  that  I  had  not  dealt  faithfully. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  your  views  in  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject, with  any  information  relating. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  daily  papers  conld  not  publish  the  facts, 
and  disclose  the  plot  of  secession  agents  to  prejudice  the  public  mind. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WmSLOW,  Captain. 

Hon.  Charles  Feancis  Adams, 

Unv.  Ext.  and  Min.  Flen.  of  the  U.  8.,  London, 

or  John  Bigelow,  Usq.,  United  States  Consul,  Paris. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ISTo.  571.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  14, 1864. 

Sir  :  Dispatches  from  the  department,  numbered  from  791  to  795,  in- 
clusive, have  been  received  at  this  legation. 

■7P  TT  TT  TV  ^ 

With  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Eastman,  referred  to  in  your  No.  791, 
of  the  26th,  and  No.  794,  of  the  29th  of  December,  I  have  concluded  to 
postpone  action  upon  the  subject  until  I  can  learn  whether  Lord  Eus- 
sell  has  actually  .made  any  representation  throiigh  Lord  Lyons.  I  do 
not  find  in  the  depositions  of  the  enlisted  men,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
published,  anything  seriously  implicating  Mr.  Eastman;  neither  do  I 
believe  that  he  was  really  concerned  in  the  affair.  *  *  *  Commander 
Winslow's  subsequent  proceedings  and  disavowal  of  all  evil  intention 
would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  requisition  of  the  British 
government.  *  *  #  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  819.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Jamuary  18, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  22d  ultimo.  No.  561,  which 
relates  to  the  alleged  enlistments  on  the  Kearsarge.  It  is  not  easy  to 
discover  the  points  of  difference  between  the  consul's  statements  and 
the  opposing  ones  to  which  Earl  Eussell  refers.  1  can,  therefore,  only 
renew  the  instruction  authorizing  you  to  investigate  the  matter,  and 
remove  the  consul,  if  he  has  offended,  reporting  the  whole  case  to  me. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  cfcc,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extraat.] 

No.  584.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  January  28, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
partment numbering  from  801  to  811,  inclusive. 

Of  these,  Nos.  801  and  804  relate  to  the  alleged  enlistment  of  British 
subjects  in  the  Kearsarge.  They  direct  me  to  reopen  the  subject  of  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Eastman  and  Commander  Winslow,  as  if  it  were  still 
made  a  matter  of  remonstrance  by  the  British  government.  I  do  not 
understand  this  to  be  the  case.  Since  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  of  the 
14th  December,  reporting  the  reply  of  Commander  Winslow,  I  have  pier- 
ceivedno  indication  of  any  dispositicm  to  dwell  further  on  the  matter. 
It  does  not  appear  »that  anj^  representation  has  been  made  through  Lord 
Lyons  to  you  at  Washington.  To  renew  the.  question  under  such  cir- 
cumstances would  seem  rather  to  imply  uneasiness  in  the  strength  of 
our  position,  and  over  earnestness  in  satisfying  unreasonable  complaints. 
I  have  for  these  reasons  concluded  to  defer  any  action  under  these  in- 
structions until  either  Lord  Eussell  shall  take  some  new  step  in  the  mat- 
ter, or  else  you,  after  becoming  fully  possessed  of  the  case,  as  it  now 
.  stands,  shaU,  nevertheless,  still  incline  to  have  me  take  the  prescribed 
course. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Willi  AM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

No.  843.}  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  13,  1864.    . 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  January  28,  No.  584,  has  been  received. 

You  are  very  right  in  leaving  the  complaint  about  the  Kearsarge  at 
rest,  since  the  British  government  have  given  no  further  indications  of 
-discontent  with  the  ground  upon  which  you  have  placed  it.  The  Presi- 
dent's view  in  regard  to  it  is,  that  we  should  remove,  so  far  as  is  possi- 
ble, every  plausible  ground  of  complaint  of  violation  of  British  neutrality 
laws  by  our  agents,  while  we  claim  and  insist  upon  the  enforcement  of 
those  laws  against  our  enemies  in  Great  Britain  and  her  provinces. 
Our  instructions  must  always  be  based  upon  the  understanding  we  have 
of  facts  at  the  time  the  dispatches  leave  this  department.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  whole  aspect  |of  a  case  existiiig  abroad  is  often  changed  with- 
out our  knowledge,  before  instructions  from  this  place  are  received,  and, 
indeed,  sometimes^  before  they  are  written.  In  all  cases  you  could 
hardly  overdraw  upon  the  confidence  of  the  department  in  your  wisdom 
and  discretion. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Fkajntcis  Adams,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

l!io.  607.]  Legation  op  TkE  United  States, 

London,  March  3, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
partment numbered  from  841  to  846,  inclusive. 

******* 

In  respect  to  Fo.  843,  of  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  I  transmit  here- 
•with  a  copy  of  the  Times,  of  yesterday,  containing  a  report  of  the  debate 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  which  the  complaint  about  the  Kearsarge  was 
"introduced  by  Lord  Olanricarde.  I  iafer  from  Lord  Eussell's  reply  that 
the  letter  of  Commander  Winslow  was  construed  as  putting  an  end  to  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  SeWajbd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
No.  12.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  620.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Cork  Daily  Eeporter, 
containing  the  proceedings  in  the  crown  court  in  the  case  of  the  men 
who  were  received  in  the  steamer  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown. 

The  elaborate  effort  of  the  prosecuting  officer,  aided  by  the  presiding 
judge,  to  discourage  the  emigration  to  America  by  the  use  of  the  most 
extraordinary  misrepresentations,  is  one  of  the  marked  features  of  this 
transaction.  Inasmuch  as  the  parties  pleaded  guilty,  the  case  was  easily 
brought  to  a  conclusion.  The  next  step  will  be  to  try  persons  of  much 
more  influence,  who  wiirbe  aided  by  the  active  sympathy  of  friends  and 
associates  to  escape  a  verdict.  I  have  little  expectation  of  a  similar 
verdict  in  their  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, No.  13.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

No.  880.]  '  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  21,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  your  private  and  confidential  note  of  the  4th  of  March, 
in  which  you  give  me  a  statement  of  the  conversations  you  have  held 
with  Earl  EusseU  in  regard  to  affairs  in  Ireland. 
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Tou  may  assure  bim  that  this  government  nfeither  authorizes  nor 
approves,  nor  even  knows  of  any  proceedings  for  recruiting  in  that 
country.  At  the  same  time  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  recruiting  in  our 
principal  cities  within  the  last  six  months  has  been,  and  that  it  still  is, 
very  active,  and  that  this  activity  is  stimulated  by  rewards  to  persons 
who  engage  in  that  branch  of  the  public  service.  It  is  not  impossible, 
although  we  have  ho  evidence,  and  indeed  no  intimation  of  the  fact, 
that  persons  may  have  extended  their  labors  in  that  direction  among  the 
emigrating  population  of  Ireland.  If  this  were  true,  it  would  be  an 
action  to  be  regretted  and  ■  condemned.  But  in  the  absence  of  auy 
knowledge  on  our  part  that  anybody  has  gone  to  Europe,  or  is  engaged 
there  in  so  unlawful  a  business,  it  does  not  seem  easy  for  us  to  meet  the 
case  by  any  direct  efforts  from  this  place.  You  are  hereby  authorized 
in  your  discretion  to  address  a  circular  letter  to  the  consuls  in  Ireland, 
directing  them  to  refrain  from,  and  to  caution  other  American  agents 
against,  countenancing  any  violation  of  the  enlistment  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  report  directly  to  this  department  any  cases  of  such 
violation  that  may  occur. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Abams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  i&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  893.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  April  4,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  March  18,  'So.  620,  has  been  received.  While 
this  government  finds  no  just  cause  for  objection  to  the  proceedings 
against  the  persons  who  attempted  to  enlist  on  board  the  Kearsarge  at 
Cork,  in  violation  of  the  wishes  and  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  it 
is  entitled  to  claim  that  the  pending  prosecutions  against  British  sub- 
jects who  are  engaged  in  forming  naval  expeditions  against  our  country 
from  British  ports  shall  be  conducted  with  energy  and  dispatch. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adajms,  Esq.,  <&o.,  (&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  644.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8,  1864. 
Sir:  On  the  31st  of  March  Lord  Eussell  addressed  to  me  a  note 
covering  a  newspaper  report  of  the  trial  of  the  men  alleged  to  have  been 
enlisted  on  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  and  asking  me  if  I  had  any  explana- 
tions to  make  in  regard  to  the  same.  Eecollecting  his  lordship's  having 
said  to  me,  before  the  adjournment  of  Parliament  for  the  Easter  holidays, 
that  he  should,  in  connection  with  the  observations  of  Lord  Olanricarde 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  like  to  have  such  explanations,  I  drew  up  a  paper 
on  the  subject  on  the  2d  instant,  which  I  sent  to  him  at  once.   He  appears 
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to  have  had  recourse  to  it  in  the  debate  that  took  place  on  Tuesday,  the 
6th.  Copies  of  all  the  papers  are  herewith  transmitted.  It  is  intimated 
by  Lord  Eussell  in  his  speech  that  the  correspondence  is  not  closed. 

In  the  midst  of  these  questions  Captain  Winslow  thought  proper  to 
send  notice  to  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  here,  that  he  desired  to  come  up  to 
London  to  make  some  repairs.  Mr.  Morse  had  barely  time  to  apprise 
me  of  this  intention,  before  leai-ning  that  he  was  actually  here  and  in 
the  Victoria  docks.  Under  these  circumstances  I  wrote  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible a  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  frankly  stating  the  facts,  and  asking  the 
requisite  permission.  It  certainly  was  not  an  opportune  piece  of  infor- 
mation to  him.  The  consequence  was,  a  reply,  not  overgracious,  com- 
plaining of  Captain  Winslow's  conduct  in  other  respects,  ajad  omitting 
all  notice  of  the  permission  asked  for.  I  immediately  made  a  rejoinder, 
and  considering  his  note  as  equivalent  to  a  refusal,  I  notified  him  that  I 
should  direct  Captain  Winslow  to  leave  forthwith.  Copies  of  all  the 
papers  are  transmitted. 

I  learn  this  morning,  that  the  Kearsage  left  yesterday,  having  com- 
pleted all  necessary  repairs,  before  the  reception  by  the  captain  of  my 

notice. 

******** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAlSrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
No.  17.J 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  31, 1864. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  yournotice  an  account,  taken  from  - 
a  newspaper,  of  what  passed  at  the  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  of  the 
British  subjects  indicted  for  having  taken  service  in  the  United  States 
ship  Kearsarge,  at  Queenstown,  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act ;  and,  with  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  us,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me 
whether  you  have  any  explanations  to  offer  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  ^ 

EUSSELL. 

Chares  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fce.,  dc 

[For  report  of  trial  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, No.  13.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Uarl  Eussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  2, 1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  31st  of 
March,  bringing  to  my  notice  an  account  taken  from  a  newspaper  of 
what  passed  at  the  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  of  the  British  subjects 
indicted  for  taking  service  in  the  United  States  ship  Kearsarge,  at 
Queenstown,  and  further  requesting  me  to  inform  you  whether  I  have 
any  explanation  to  offer  on  the  subject. 
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I  am  very  hai)py  to  seize  tlie  opportunity  thus  offered  to  me  to  state 
the  facts  connected  with  that  case,  so  far  as  they  have  been  submitted 
to  my  examination. 

And  first,  it  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  apprise  your  lordship,  that 
so  long  ago  as  the  26th  of  December  last  my  government,  on  the  receipt 
of  the  first  Intelligence  of  your  note  to  me  of  the  30th  of  November, 
addressed  to  me  instructions  immediately  to  investigate  the  charges 
against  both  of  the  officers  referred  to  ia  that  note,  and  if  I  found  it  sus- 
tained against  the  consiil,  Mr.  Eastman,  to  dismiss  him  at  once  without 
waiting  for  farther  directions ;  and  with  respect  to  the  commander  of  the 
Kearsarge,  in  case  he  was  found  to  have  been  guilty,  I  was  directed  to 
apprise  your  lordship  that  he  would  be  promptly  relieved  of  his  com- 
mand, and  other  satisfactory  amends  would  be  offered  to  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  trust  that  this  statement  will  serve  to  convince  your  lordship  that,  so 
far  as  my  government  is  concerned,  it  has  no  disposition  to  tolerate  any 
act  of  its  officers  which  shall  be  shown  to  have  been  done  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

The  reason  why  I  have  not  acted  under  these  instructions  has  been 
that  I  have  thus  far  seen  no  evidence  to  justify  me  in  doubting  the  state- 
ment of  the  consul,  Mr.  Eastman,  made  to  me,  that  he  had  no  part  what- 
ever in  the  matter.  The  first  intelligence  he  appears  to  have  had  of  the 
men  being  actually  on  board  the  vessel  was  by  a  letter  from  Captain 
Winslow,  reference  to  which  is  made  in  the  letter  of  Bear- Admiral  Jones, 
of  the  Ttli  of  December.  The  only  testimony  affecting  him  is  that  of 
Patrick  Kennedy,  merely  to  the  effect  that  he  saw  him  on  board  the 
Kearsarge,  in  conversation  with  some  of  the  officers.  Mr.  Eastman  had 
early  informed  me  that  he  did  go  on  board  to  see  the  captain ;  that  he 
found  that  he  had  gone  ashore ;  that  he  did  not  go  below,  but  stood 
conversing  with  the  first  lieutenant  a  little  while  on  a  subject  having  no 
relation  whatever  to  enlistments,  and  that  he  soon  returned  to  land. 
I  trust  your  lordship  will  agree  with  me  in  the  opinion  that  the  mere  fact 
of  being  on  board  the  Kearsarge  would  not  justify  me  in  suspecting  the 
consul  of  being  privy  to  an  unlawful  act,  in  the  face  of  his  positive 
denial  to  the  contrary. 

With  regard  to  his  denial  of  the  charge  against  Captain  Winslow,  it 
is  obvious  that  he  could  have  made  it  only  upon  such  information  as  he 
then  possessed,  and  his  own  personal  belief  at  the  time  that  it  was  cor- 
rect. Even  were  it  admitted  that  he  had  been  mistaken  in  this  averment, 
it  does  not  at  all  follow  that  his  affirmation  respecting  himself  is  ki  any 
way  impeached. 

Having  thus  no  evidence  whatever  in  my  hands,  coming  either  from 
the  persons  alleged  to  have  been  enlisted,  or  from  any  other  som-ce,  to 
prove  Mr.  Eastman's  knowledge  or  participation  in  the  acts  charged,  no 
case  seemed  to  exist  to  justify  me  in  pursuing  any  investigation.  At  the 
same  time  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  add  that  I  have  been  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  your  lordship  the  desire  of  my  government  that  I  may  be 
furnished  with  any  such  additional  proofs  as  may  be  in  your  possession 
and  may  be  deemed  to  be  material,  should  it  still  be  the  wish  of  her 
Majesty's  government  that  the  matter  should  be  further  pursued. 

In  regard  to  the  action  of  the  officers  of  the  Kearsarge,  who  appear  to 
be  generally  involved,  by  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  in  the 
suspicion  of  being  parties  to  a  violation  of  the  enlistment  act,  the  facts, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them,  are  these : 

It  appears  that  one  James  Haley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  now  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  as  a  petty  officer  on  board  the  Kearsarge, 
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on  or  about  the  2d  of  November  went  ashore  to  visit  his  relatives  at 
Eingaskiddy.  While  at  this  place  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  he 
suggested  to  several  men  whom  he  met  the  probability  that  they  might 
get  employment  on  board  the  steamer.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he 
himself  promised  them  any,  nor  that  he  had  any  authority  whatever  to 
do  so  if  he  did.  In  point  of  fact,  he  could  have  had  none.  To  the  extent 
thus  defined,  it  would  seem  as  if  he  might  have  made  himself  liable  as 
having  violated  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  her  Majesty's  laws. 

The  announcement  thus  made  and  soon  spread  abroad  produced  an 
immediate  effect  among  the  population  in  the  vicinity,  the  consequence 
of  which  was  that  a  niimber  of  men,  variously  estimated  at  from  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  three  hundred,  went  out  to  the  ship  eagerly  seeking  to 
be  employed.  A  few  of  these,  being  the  immediate  townsmen  of  James 
Haley  aforesaid,  appear  to  have  been  presented  to  officer  Thornton  as 
applicants  for  enlistment,  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  commander,  and  of 
any  definite  instructions,  gave  them  reason  to  suppose  that  they  might 
be  engaged.  They  were  therefore,  subjected  to  the  usual  examination, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  captain  on  his  return.  To  the  extent 
here  specified  officer  Thornton  appears  to  have  made  himself  liable  as 
having  violated  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  her  Majesty's  law.  It  is 
proper  in  his  case  to  add  that  he  avers  he  was  not  aware,  at  the  time, 
of  the  provisions  of  that  law. 

On  the  return  of  the  captain  to  his  vessel  he  was  consulted  in  regard 
to  what  had  been  done,  and  immediately  gave  orders  not  only  to  forbid 
the  enlistments,  but  to  clear  the  ship  of  all  the  men  who  had  come;  and 
further,  to  forbid  the  numerous  boats  that  were  crowding  around  it  from 
coming  alongside.  The  orders  were  executed  not  without  considerable 
difficulty,  from  the  desire  of  the  men  to  stay,  and  the  vessel  sailed. 

On  the  next  day,  however,  it  was  discovered  that  several  men,  princi- 
pally the  neighbors  and  townsmen  of  James  Haley,  of  Eingaskiddy,  had 
succeeded  in  escaping  detection  and  were  still  on  board.  That  these 
people  had  been  concealed  with  the  connivance  of  some  person  or  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  crew  of  the  Kearsarge,  and  in  the  hope  of  ulti- 
mately retaining  them,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  But  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  commander  had  any  knowledge  of  or  share  in  it.  On 
learning  the  fact,  his  first  decision  was  to  put  them  ashore  at  Brest,  the 
port  to  which  he  was  going.  This  was  actually  done.  But  on  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  destitute  condition  in  which  they  would  be  left,  and  of  the 
probability  that  they  might  be  driven  to  have  recourse  to  enlistment  in 
the  vessel  formerly  known  to  your  lordship  as  the  Oreto,  and  now  the 
Florida,  which  has  been  notoriously  fitted  out  from  a  British  port,  and 
filled  with  British  subjects,  for  months  past  carrying  on  war  against  the 
TJnited  States,  he  determined  to  take  them  on  board  once  more  and  to 
return  to  Queenstown  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  them  in  safety  to 
their  own  homes.    This  was  accordingly  carried  out. 

The  conclusion  to  which  I  arrived  from  an  examination  of  the  facts 
as  they^have  been  recited  is,  that  no  evidence  is  brought  forward  to 
show  that  Captain  Winslow  ever  gave  any  authority  to  enlist  one  of 
these  people  in  Queenstown  or  elsewhere.  On  the  contrary,  he  forbid 
any  such  proceeding  so  soon  as  he  knew  it  was  contemplated;  and  when 
he  found  that  his  orders  had  been  evaded  he  took  the  only  method  in 
his  power  to  repair  the  wrong  by  promptly  restoring  the  individuals 
concerned  to  the  condition  from  which  they  had  been  taken. 

I  am  not,  however,  disposed  to  doubt  that  among  some  of  those  con- 
stituting the  crew  of  the  Kearsarge  there  may  have  been  a  desire  to 
keep  these  men,  with  a  hope  that  they  might  ultimately  be  suffered  to 
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retain  their  places  on  board.    But  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this 
motive  operated  upon  a  single  one  of  the  principal  ofBcers  of  the  ship. 

Presuming  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  to  pursue  these  investigations 
further  than  was  necessary  fully  to  sustain  the  majesty  of  the  British 
law,  I  have  rested  qxiiet  in  the  conviction  that  the  clearly  proved  absence 
of  all  intention  on  the  part  of  my  government,  or  of  any  of  its  responsi- 
ble agents,  to  commit  an  offense  in  the  present  instance,  had  most  con- 
clusively effected  that  object.  If,  however,  it  should  turn  out  that  addi- 
tional measures  would  be  agreeable  to  her  Majesty's  government,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  be  informed  of  the  fact  by  your  lordship,  as  weU  as  to  receive 
any  and  aU  further  proofs  that  may  be  in  its  possession,  in  order  to  ena- 
ble me  to  arrive  at  a  more  complete  and  satisfactory  result. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am  instructed  to  inform  your  lordship  that  my 
government,  in  this  as  in  any  other  case  that  may  occur,  will  not  fail  to 
vindicate  its  respect  for  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  for  the  law  of 
nations. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  cfcc,  cfcc,  <&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London^  March  31, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  1  learn  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place 
that  application  has  been  made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge  to  obtain  an  entry  into  the  Victoria  docks  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  some  necessary  repairs  to  the  boilers  of  the  ves- 
sel. As  the  steamer  is  reported  to  have  actually  arrived  shortly  after 
the  notice,  I  lose  no  time  in  soliciting  of  her  Majesty's  government  per- 
mission for  her  to  remain  here  for  the  period  that  may  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  repairs. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c. 

CHAELES  PEAN^CIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  &g.,  <&c.,  &c. 


jEarl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Aj^ril  4, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  31st  of  March  requesting  permission  for  the  United  States  ship  Kear- 
sarge to  remain  in  the  Victoria  dock  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  some 
repairs  to  her  boilers. 

Anxious  as  her  Majesty's  government  are  to  extend  hospitality  to 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but 
be  aware  that  the  Kearsarge  has  now  for  a  considerable  period  been 
cruising  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  her  Majesty's  coasts  under 
circumstances  which  render  it  impossible  to  doubt  that  that  vessel  has 
been  using  the  British  channel  as  a  station  or  place  of  resort  for  warlike 
purposes,  and  her  Majesty's  government  have  been  informed  that  the 
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Kearsarge  came  up  the  river  and  went  into  the  Victoria  docks  before 
your  application  was  made.  Considering  the  orders  issued  by  her 
Majesty  for  the  preservation  of  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  contest  in  North 
America,  her  Majesty's  government  feel  themselves  entitled  to  complain 
that,  before  asking  for  permission,  the  Kearsarge  has  proceeded  to  refit 
in  the  Victoria  dock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most- 
obedient  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  6, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  4th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  31st  of  March,  requesting 
permission  for  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge  to  remain  in  the 
Victoria  dock  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  some  repairs. 

I  cannot  deny  the  precipitate  action  of  Captain  Win  slow  in  coming  up 
to  London  before  permission  had  been  obtained  for  him.  I  shall  forth- 
with notify  him  of  your  lordship's  remonstrance,  and  shall  direct  him  to 
depart  at  once  without  waiting  to  complete  his  repairs. 

If  Captain  Winslow  has  been  engaged  for  a  considerable  period  in 
cruising  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  her  Majesty's  coasts,  or  using 
the  British  channel  as  a  station  or  place  of  resort  for  warlike  purposes, 
as  your  lordship  is  pleased  to  intimate,  I  would  respectfully  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  duty  has  been  in  a  measure  imposed  on  him 
by  the.  circumstance  that  a  war  vessel  belonging  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment has  been  suffered  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  to  escape  from  this  coast  with  the  privity  and  connivance  of 
some  of  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  dock-yard,  and  to  take  refuge  in  a 
port  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel,  where  efforts  are  certainly  mak- 
ing, with  the  aid  of  supplies  and  men  furnished  from  this  side,  to  fit  her 
to  carry  on  hostilities  against  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Surely, 
under  such  circumstances,  if  my  government^  instead  of  depending  on 
her  Majesty's  authority  to  take  active  measures  to  ii^tercept  that  vessel, 
which  would  be  scarcely  an  unreasonable  expectation,  has  endeavored  to 
accomplish  that  task  with  its  own  forces,  I  trust  it  might  at  least  be 
permitted  to  hope  that  no  reasonable  facilities  would  be  denied  to  the 
accomplishment  of  its  purpose,  especially  when  the  denial  would  practi- 
cally secure  the  safe  accomplishment  of  the  nefarious  enterprise. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Etjssbll,  &c.,  c&c,  tfce. 


Jfr.  Adams  to  Captain  Winslow. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  6, 1864. 
•     Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  inform  you  that  her  Majjesty's  gov- 
ernment, in  reply  to  my  application  for  permission  to  the  Kearsarge  to 
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remain  here  for  tlie  completion  of  some  repairs,  has  taken  exception  to 
the  sudden  manner  in  which  the  vessel  has  been  brought  here  and  put  into 
dock,  before  notice  given  or  any  discretion  exercised  about  allowing 
time  for  an  answer.  I  a"in  obliged  to  admit  that  there  has  been  an  omis- 
sion of  courtesy  in  this  respect  which  is  embarrassing. 

There  has  been  also  some  disposition  to  object  to  your  use  of  the  har- 
bors on  this  side  as  a  base  of  hostilities,  which  I  desire  to  mention  for 
the  sake  of  putting  you  on  your  guard  against  giving  causes  of  offense. 

As  I  do  not  understand  his  lordship  as  giving  the  permission  asked 
for,  I  regret  to  be  constrained  to  request  you  to  proceed  to  sea  without 
delay,  whether  the  repairs  be  completed  or  not. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Captain  John  A.  Winslow,  U.  S.  K, 

U.  8.  8.  Kearsarge,  London. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  8eicard. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  TJnitbd  States, 
•  London,  April  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  a  suggestion  made  in  your  private  note  of 
the  21st  of  March,  I  have  addressed  to  the  four  consuls  in  Ireland  a 

private  circular,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLTAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Private  Circular.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  5, 1864. 
Sir  :  Inasmuch  as  it  appears  likely  that  the  present  season  may  be 
marked  by  a  great  .desire  on  the  part  of  numbers  of  people  in  Ireland  to 
be  transferred  to  the  United  States,  I  have  been  authorized  in  advance 
to  enjoin  upon  you  a  course  of  xmusual  caution  in  any  relations  you  may 
have  with  such  persons ;  to  refrain  from  all  words  or  acts  which  may, 
even  in  the  most  indirect  way,  be  irlisconstrued  as  conniving  at  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  especially  the  enlistment  law. 
Tlus  advice  in  not  prompted  by  any  facts  which  have  come  to  the  no- 
tice of  this  legation,  showing  tendencies  in  this  direction  anywhere 
heretofore.  On  the  contrary,  no  just  cause  of  complaint  has  yet  been 
brought  to  my  notice.  It  is  only  in  view  of  circumstances  which  have 
convinced  me  of  the  fact  that  certain  agents  of  the  rebels  and  their 
friends  in  this  kingdom  are  on  the  watch  willfully  to  magnify  causes  of 
difference  between  the  United  States  and  this  government,  in  the  hope 
of  gaining  some  help  to  their  waning  cause,  that  I  have  ventured  to 
point  out  to  you  the  expediency  of  extraordinary  precaution  m.  order  to 
disappoint  all  such  calculations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
E.  G.  EASTMAN,  Esq.,    , 

United  States  Consul,  Cork. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

ISo.  658.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  14,  1864. 

SiK :  Since  my  No.  644,  of  the  8th  of  April,  I  have  received  two  notes 
from  Lord  Eussell,  both  dated  the  9th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  al- 
leged enlistments  by  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge  at  Qneenstown. 
To  these  notes  I  replied  on  the  11th,  and  received  an  acknowledgment 
from  his  lordship  on  the  13th  instant.  Copies  of  this  later  portion  of  the 
correspondence  are  herewith  transmitted. 

tF  tt  tt  tP  V  W  TT 

It  is,  however,  quite  plain  to  me  that  there  was  some  connivance  on 
board  of  that  ship  in  the  scheme  of  enlisting  these  Irishmen.  I  pre- 
sume that  it  was  mainly  the  act  of  Haley,  the  Irish  petty  officer.  But 
the  case  appears  to  have  been  now  carried  to  such  a  point  as  to  render 
an  investigation  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAJM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  * 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FOEEi&N  Ofpice,  April  9, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  in 
answer  to  the  letter  in  which  I  requested  you  to  inform  me  whether  you 
had  any  explantions  to  offer  with  regard  to  the  British  subjects  who 
were  inc^cted  for  taking  service  in  the  United  States  ship  Kearsarge. 

In  reply  to  your  letter,  I  have  only  to  regret  that  officers  Thornton 
and  Haley,  who  appear  clearly  to  have  violated  the  municipal  law  of 
this  country,  which  they  were  bound  to  have  made  themselves  acquainted 
with,  should  still  be  retained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&e.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oppice,  April  9, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  herewith  extracts  from  a  deposition  of'  one 
Daniel  O'Connell,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  was  examined  and 
sworn  before  or  with  the  knowledge  of  officers  of  the  United  States  ship 
of  war  Kearsarge,  and  furnished  with  the  uniform  of  a  United  States 
sailor. 

I  know  not  how  these  circumstances,  occurring  onboard  a  ship  of  war, 
can  have  taken  place  without  the  knowledge  of  the  captain  of  the  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  • 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  &c. 
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[Extracts  from  declaration  by  Daniel  O'Connell.] 

"  A  man  that  was,  I  believe,  a  doctor,  examined  me,  being  stripped, 
and  told  me  I  was  fit  for  service.  I  then  went  forward,  and  the  ship 
sailed  next  day. 

"  One  of  the  ofiScers  of  the  ship  took  me  (with  eight  or  nine  of  the  men 
who  had  come  on  board  at  QueenstOwn)  on  shore  at  Brest  in  a  boat, 
and  when  the  boat  had  just  touched  the  beach,  the  oflacer  said :  '  Any 
of  you  that  wish  can  go  on  shore,  but  if  you  wish  you  can  enter  on 
board  the  ship.'  All  the  men  said  '  they  would  enter,'  upon  which  the 
boat  returned  to  the  Kearsarge,  and  we  were  all  sworn  to  enter  the 
United  States  navy  for  three  years,  at  twelve  dollars  per  month  each,  and 
our  names  were  entered  in  the  ship's  books,  and  we  wer6  provided  with 
the  ship's  uniform." 


Mr.  Adams  to  Ilarl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  April  11, 1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  two 
notes  from  your  lordship,  both  dated  the  9th  instant.  One  of  these 
notes  expresses  regret  that  oflficers  Thornton  and  Haley,  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge,  who,  in  your  view,  appear  clearly  to  have 
violated  the  municipal  law  of  this  country,  should  stiU  be  retained  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

The  other  transmits  to  me  extracts  from  a  deposition  of  one  Daniel 
O'Connell,  in  further  support  of  an  inference  that  the  captain  of  the 
Kearsarge  must  have  known  of  the  enlistment  of  the  Irishmen  at  Queens- 
town. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
latest  testimony  afiects  that  which  has  been  published  heretofore.  Ed- 
ward Lynch,  in  deposition  taken  on  the  16th  of  November  last,  afllrms 
that  he  went  on  board  the  Kearsarge  in  company  with  the  said  Daniel 
O'Connell,  and  that  he  saw  the  boatswain  ship  the  said  O'Connell  at 
Queenstown  after  he  had  passed  the  usual  inspection.  This  was  on  or 
about  the  3d  of  l^Tovember.  He  admits  that  the  captain  was  not  on 
board,  but  that  he  heard  the  commander  say  to  the  boatswain :  "I'll 
leave  them  in  charge  to  you  now."  This  is  all  the  evidence  that  appears 
in  any  degree  to  implicate  the  first  ofllcer,  here  called  the  commander, 
Mr.  Thornton,  in  the  charge  of  enlistment  within  this  kingdom. 

But  Daniel  O'Connell  himself  on  his  side  changes  the  whole  scene  of 
the  transaction.  He  avers  in  the  extract  you  have  been  pleased  to  fur- 
nish to  me  that  the  enlistment  took  place  when  one  of  the  ofacers,  whom 
he  does  not  name,  and  who  was  not  likely  to  have  been  Thornton,  took 
eight  or  ten  of  the  men  in  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  landing  them  at 
Brest,  in  France.  This  must  have  been  at  the  time  when  Captain  Wins- 
low  affirms  that  he  ordered  them  so  to  be  landed  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting rid  of  them.  It  would  seem  that  this  officer,  instead  of  obeying 
orders,  then  offered  to  them  the  chance  of  landing,  or  else  of  enlisting, 
upon  which  they  all  chose  the  latter,  returned  to  the  vessel,  and  were 
then  enlisted.    This  enlistment  was  then  made  in  a  port  of  France. 

It  necessarily  follows,  from  this  exposition,  that  if  O'Connell  were 
enlisted  at  Queenstown,  as  Edward  Lynch  afflrms,  there  was  no  enlist- 
29  A  0— VOL.  n 


450  ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTEALITT. 

ment  of  him  at  Brest,  as  O'Oonnell  himself  avers.  If,  on  tlie  other  hand, 
O'Oonnell  is  right,  that  he  was  enlisted  by  an  officer  in  a  boat  at  Brest, 
then  it  is  clear  that  there  was  no  enlistment  of  him  at  Queenstown  by 
oflBcer  Thornton,  as  alleged  by  Lynch.  Two  successive  enlistments  of 
the  same  man,  at  about  the  same  time,  are  not  necessary  or  customary 
in  any  service.  On  the  other  hand,  of&cer  Thornton  himself  denies  that 
he  ever  enlisted  anybody.  He  affirms  that  he  expressed  himself  willing 
to  accept  the  men  at  Queenstown  if  the  captain  on  his  return  from  shore 
should  approve  of  the  proceeding;  but  the  captain  did  not  approve,  and 
nothing  more  was  done  about  it  by  him. 

If  the  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  boat  to  place  the  men  on  shore 
at  Brest,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  captain,  took  the  responsibility 
of  then  and  there  enlisting  and  returning  them  to  the  ship,  it  is  plain 
that  he  must  have  been  acting  directly  in  the  face  of  his  authority ;  and, 
furthermore,  that  he  was  immediately  disavowed  by  his  principal,  for 
the  steamer  was  forthwith  ordered  to  leave  Brest,  and  make  a  direct 
course  back  to  Queenstown,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  get  rid  of  these 
very  men,  who  are  said  to  have  been  enlisted  for  three  years.  The  con- 
tradiction is  too  apparent  and  palpable  to  permit  of  further  doubt  as  to 
the  character  of  the  testimony.  On  the  other  hand.  Captain  Winslow 
himself  says  that  when  he  found,  after  leaving  Queenstown,  that  the  men 
who,  against  his  orders  to  clear  them  out  of  the  vessel,  were  still  on  board, 
having  been  secreted  there,  he  decided  upon  landing  them  at  his  first 
stopping  place  at  Brest.  They  were  landed  accordingly;  but,  upon 
reconsideration  of  their  destitute  condition  and  of  the  danger  of  their 
falling  iuto  the  hands  of  the  insurgents,  notoriously  without  scruples 
about  enlisting  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  nation,  he 
determined  to  take  them  on  board  again,  for  the  purpose  of  returning 
them  to  Queenstown,  which  was  accordingly  done  with  promptness  and 
dispatch. 

I  am  constrained  to  believe  this  account  to  be  altogether  the«iost  consist- 
ent and  credible.  The  others  conflict  with  each  other,  and  with  proba- 
bility, so  strongly  that  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  withdrawing  the 
little  credit  I  have  been  heretofore  disposed  to  give  them. 

The  only  remaining  piece  of  circumstantial  evidence  to  sustain  the 
idea  of  enlistment  is  the  admitted  fact  of  the  men  having  been  landed 
whilst  dressed  in  the  clothing  of  seamen  in  the  United  States  service. 
That  such  clothing  was  given  out  to  them  probably  with  the  connivance 
of  the  petty  of&cer  whose  agency  first  induced  them  to  come  on  board 
is  very  certain.  That  it  was  not  taken  away  from  them  is  alleged  to  be 
solely  owing  to  the  fact  that  their  own  clothing  was,  in  every  respect, 
unfit  for  them  to  appear  in  decently  on  board.  During  the  period  pf 
their  stay  they  were  rated  on  the  ship's  books,  to  make  the  accounts 
regular,  and  when  they  left  it  was  deemed  more  proper  to  let  them  have 
the  dress  they  had  already  worn  for  some  time.  Had  it  been  thought 
that  this  liberality  would  be  urged  by  your  lordship  as  a  proof  of  their 
enlistment,  nothing  would  have  been  more  easy  to  obviate  the  suspicion 
than  to  return  them,  in  Tags,  as  they  came. 

I  am  not,  however,  disposed  to  withdraw  my  former  admission  that  in 
the  original  proceedings  there  is  evidence  of  some  connivance  on  the  part 
of  one  or  more  of  the  petty  oflcers  of  the  Kearsarge  in  the  endeavor  to 
enlist  these  men  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  That  the  first 
officer,  Thornton,  had  any  intention  of  the  kind  I  am  constrained  more 
seriously  to  doubt.  I  do  not  regard  myself  as  possessed  of  authority  to 
direct  a  pursuit  of  the  investigation  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  But 
understanding  it  from  your  lordship's  note  to  be  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's 
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government  that  further  measures  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  the  action  of  the  su^ected  parties,  and  that  they  should 
be  visited  with  a  suitable  penalty,  if  found  guilty,  I  shall  do  myself  the 
honor  to  communicate  your  wish  for  the  consideration  of  my  government, 
I  do  not  doubt  that  the  proper  authority  will  direct  further  proceedings 
to  be  had  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  precise  truth,  and  to  give  just  satis- 
faction to  your  lordship  in  case  of  the  proof  of  any  offense. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  th'e  highest  conside- 
ration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &c.,  c&c,  <fcc. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Aj^ril  13, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
11th  instant,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge,  in  regard  to  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects 
for  service  on  board  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  '  RUSSELL. 

Charles  Frajjcis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  c6c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  667.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  suggestion  made  in  your  dispatch  (No.  893)  of 
the  4th  of  April,  I  have  already  anticipated  it  in  a  note  addressed  to 
Lord  Russell  on  the  16th  instant,  based  on  the  depositions  of  twenty- 
ong  persons  enlisted  by  the  rebel  agents,  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse. 
These  papers  are  so  voluminous  that  copies  will  not  be  ready  for  this 
week's  steamer.  They  will  be  sent  next  week,  in  company  with  my  note. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[For  note  to  Lord  RusseU,  above  referred  to,  see  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  672,  April  28, 1864,  printed  under  "  Rebel 
Cruisers,"  subdivision  "  The  Rappahannock,"  ;post.\ 


[From  the  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  17, 1864,  p.  36-7.] 

No.  11. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  May  3, 1864. 
Mt  Lord:  The  number  of  British  subjects  who  are  serving  in  the 
United  States  Army  and  Navy  is  very  considerable;  and  complaints  are 


452  ENFORCEMENT  OP  NEUTRALITY. 

constantly  made  to  me  of  the  practices  by  which  the  enlistment  of  many 
of  them  has  been  effected.  I  may  say,  indeed,  that  the  most  laborious 
and  most  painful  and  unsatisfactory  part  of  the  duties  which  have 
devolved  upon  this  legation,  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  is 
connected  with  these  complaints.  No  pains  have  been  spared  by  her 
Majesty's  consuls  and  myself  in  investigating  them,  and  every  effort  has 
been  made  by  us  to  obtain  redress  for  those  which  have  appeared  to  be 
well  founded.  In  few  cases,  however,  have  our  efforts  produced  any 
satisfactory  results. 

In  point  of  form,  indeed,  there  is  little  to  complain  of.  The  remon- 
strances addressed  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  State  are  duly  acknowl- 
edged and  transmitted  to  the  War  or  the  Navy  Department.  The 
department  orders  an  investigation.  The  recruiting  agents  or  other 
officers  contradict  the  statements  made  by  the  complainants,  and  affirm 
that  the  enlistments  were  voluntary,  lawful,  and  correct  in  all  particulars. 
I  do  iny  best  to  elicit  the  truth,  and  to  obtain  evidence.  A  controversial 
correspondence  between  the  United  States  government  and  me  ensues. 
From  the  nature  of  the  case  there  can  seldom  be  any  evidence,  except 
that  of  the  recruiting  officers,  on  one  side,  and  the  men  enlisted  on  the 
other ;  and  commonly  the  United  States  government  gives  credence,  by 
preference,  to  its  own  officers,  and  retains  the  recruits  in  its  service. 

Nor,  indeed,  is  it  by  any  means  easy  for  me  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the 
justness  of  the  individual  complaints  that  come  before  me.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  some  of  the  persons  who  apply  to  me  are  not  entitled  to 
British  protection,  that  some  of  them  have  enlisted  voluntarily,  that  some 
have  even  been  in  collusion  with  recruiting  agents,  and  have  enlisted 
with  the  intention  of  securing  the  bounties,  and  then  obtaining  their 
discharge  by  addressing  this  legation  as  British  subjects.  To  distiu' 
guish  between  cases  of  this  kind,  and  those  in  which  the  complaints  are 
well  founded,  is  difficult  in  individual  instances;  and  it  is  still  more  diffi- 
cult to  otain  evidence  sufficiently  conclusive  to  induce  the  United  States 
authorities  to  release  a  recruit.  But  that  fraud,  violence,  and  all  kinds 
of  villainy  have  been  very  generally  resorted  to  by  brokers  and  recruit- 
ing agents,  in  order  to  possess  themselves  of  the  immense  bounties  given 
by  the  Federal  and  State  governments  for  recruits,  is  absolutely  certain. 

It  is  particularly  in  the  city  of  New  York  that  these  iniquitous  practices 
have  been  prevalent.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  ydta 
lordship  a  copy,  taken  from  a  newspaper,  of  a  report  made  by  Major 
General  Dix,  the  military  commandant  at  New  York,  to  the  chairman  of 
the  judiciary  committee  of  the  senate  of  the  State,  to  which  are  appended 
extracts  from  a  report  made  by  the  general  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  will  give  some  of  the  statements  of  the  general  in  his  own  words : 

"  Almost  every  imaginable  form  of  outrage  and  deception  has  been 
developed  in  the  cases  in  which  Mr.  Clapp  was  agent  for  the  payment  of 
bounties.  *  *  *  In  some  cases  boys  have  been  seduced  from  their  homes 
to  secure  their  enlistment.  In  others  men  have  been  drugged,  and  en- 
listed while  unconscious.  *  *  *  In  short  there  is  no  artifice  or  fraud  which 
has  not  been  resorted  to  in  carrying  out  this  system  of  pillage.  *  *  » 
Old  men  and  boys,  and  persons  laboring  under  incurable  diseases,  were 
in  numerous  instances  thrust  into  the  service  under  this  system  of  pub- 
lic plunder,  alike  fraudulent  to  the  recruits  and  the  government.  *  *  * 
The  enormous  sum  of  $400,000  has  been  plundered  by  the  brokers.  *  *  * 
The  outrages  practiced  on  recruits  are  too  unjust  to  be  borne,  and  in 
some  cases  too  loathsome  to  be  detailed.  Boys  have  been  seduced  from 
their  families,  drugged,  and  then  enlisted.    Two  were  so  sadly  drugged 
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tliat  they  died — one  on  his  arrival  at  Eikers  Island,  and  the  other  on  the 
following  day." 

I  have  moreover  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy,  taken 
from  a  newspaper,  of  a  letter  addressed  to  General  Dix  by  General  Wis- 
tar.    The  following  are  extracts  from  it : 

"  There  seems  to  he  little  doubt  that  many — in  fact,  I  think  I  am  jus- 
tified in  saying  the  most — of  these  unfortunate  men  were  either  deceived 
or  kidnapped,  or  both,  in  the  most  scandalous  and  inhuman  manner  in 
New  York  City,  where  they  were  drugged  and  carried  off  to  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Connecticut,  mustered  in,  and  uniformed  before  their  conscious- 
ness was  fully  restored.  *  *  *  Nearly  all  are  foreigners,  mostly  sail- 
ors, both  ignorant  of  and  indifferent  to  the  objects  of  war  in  which  they 
thus  suddenly  find  themselves  involved.  *  *  *  Two  men  were  shot  here 
this  morning  for  desertion,  and  over  thirty  more  are  now  awaiting  trial 
or  execution." 

General  Dix  concludes  his  report  by  saying  that  stringent  measures 
have  been  adopted,  and  that  this  whole  system  of  fraudulent  recruiting 
is  nearly  broken  up,  but  that  a  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  individuals 
in  the  service,  and  that  it  is  ippossible  wholly  to  repair  it. 

Suflicient  time  has  not  elapsed  to  show  whether  the  fraudulent  system 
of  recruiting  has,  in  fact,  been  broken  up  at  New  York,  so  far  as  the 
army  is  concerned,  by  the  measures  taken  by  General  Dix.  I  do  not 
learn  that  any  effectual  steps  have  been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  the  prac- 
tices simUarin  their  nature  and  equal  in  their  iniquity,  which  have  been 
resorted  to  by  brokers  and  crimps  at  New  York  to  obtain  sailors  for  the 
United  States  Navy. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  say  that  in  the  only  two  instances  in  which  it  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  that  a  British  subject  has  been  condemned  to 
death  for  desertion  from  the  United  States  Army,  I  have  succeeded  iu 
preventing  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  In  one  case  the  man  was  ulti- 
mately released  from  arrest,  and  discharged  altogether  from  the  army. 
In  one  other,  the  evidence  that  the  prisoner  hadbeen  improperly  enlisted 
did  not  appear  to  be  conclusive,  and  I  was  unable  to  obtain  his  discharge 
from  the  army,  but  the  sentence  of  death  was,  nevertheless,  commuted 
to  imprisonment. 

I  refrain,  on  the  present  occasion,  from  transmitting  to  your  lordship 
any  portion  of  the  voluminous  correspondence  which  I  have  had  with 
her  Majesty's  consuls  and  with  the  United  States  government  on  the 
cases  of  indi\ddual  British  subjects  who  have  complained  of  being  im- 
properly enlisted.  Injustice,  however,  to  Mr.  Archibald,  her  Majesty's 
consul  at  New  York,  in  whose  district  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the 
cases  have  occurred,  and  on  whom  they  have  imposed  no  ordinary  amount 
of  labor  and  anxiety,  I  feel  bound  to  say  at  once  that  the  correspondence 
shows  that  he  has  been  indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  to  rescue  her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  from  the  vUlainous  practices  of  the  recruiting  agents. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  941.1  Department  oe  State, 

Washington,  May  1, 1864. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch.  No.  658,  relative  to  the  alleged  violation  of  the 
British  foreign  enlistment  act  by  Captain  Winslow,  of  the  Kearsarge, 
having  been  submitted  to  tSe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  this  department  is 
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informed  by  liim,  in  a  letter  of  yesterday,  that  it  would  not  comport  with, 
the  interests  of  the  service  to  order  that  vessel  home  at  present,  with  a 
view  to  a  further  formal  investigation  of  the  charge,  which  the  British 
government  seems  to  expect.  Uponher  first  return  to  the  United  States, 
however,  the  inquiry  referred  to  will  be  directed,  should  such  then  be 
the  wish  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  '' 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  tfcc,  cfcc. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  947.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  May  16, 1864 

Sir:  Eeferring  to  your  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  April  last,  relative  to 
an  alleged  violation  of  the  enlistment  act  of  Great  Britain  by  Captain 
Winslow,  of  the  United  State  steamer  Kearsarge,  at  Queenstown,  Ire- 
land, in  iS^ovember  last,  I  have  to  state  in  reply,  that  a  copy  of  the  dis- 
patch and  of  its  accompaniments  was  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  to  which  Mr.  Welles  replied  that  it  was  hoped  and  believed 
that  the  explanations  of  Captain  Winslow  and  of  Lieutenant  Comman- 
der Thornton,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Kearsarge,  would  have  been 
satisfactory  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government ;  disclaiining  as  they 
do  all  intention  of  violating  the  enlistment  act  referred  to,  and  avowing 
that  every  precaution  had  been  taken  by  them  to  prevent  any  one  being 
carried  off  in  the  Kearsarge.  That  as  they  have  not  been  satisfactory, 
the  Navy  Department  is  not  indisposed  to  have  the  matter  thoroughly 
investigated,  in  order  that  it  may  be  brought  out  in  its  true  light.  That 
such  an  investigation  cannot  be  had,  however,  whilst  the  Kearsarge  is 
absent  from  the  United  States;  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States  now  to  recall  her  from  the  European  coast, 
where  she  had  been  sent  on  special  and  important  service.  That  the 
Navy  Department  will  order  the  vessel  home  when  it  can  be  conveni- 
ently done,  and  if  it  should  then  be  the  wish  of  the  British  government 
that  an  investigation  should  take  place,  a  court  shall  be  ordered  to  in- 
quire into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  should  it  appear  that  any 
oflBlcer  connected  with  the  vessel  had  been  guilty  of  knowingly  and  inten- 
tionally violating  the  municipal  laws  of  Great  Britain,  or  conniving  in 
a  scheme  to  enlist  persons  at  Queenstown,  for  service  on  board  the  Kear- 
sarge, adequate  punishment  shall  be  meted  to  the  guilty  parties. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <S;c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

No.  718.]  Legation  op  the  United  States,. 

London,  June  16, 1864. 

gm;  ####«*#* 

I  transmitted  by  the  steamer  of  Saturday  a  copy  of  the  London  Times, 
containing  a  report  of  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  subject  of 
enlistments. 
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With  regard  to  the  immediate  topic  to  be  treated  he  [Earl  Eussell) 
fails,  as  usual,  to  discriminate  between  the  act  of  one  party  which  con- 
tinuously and  persistently  enlists  men  in  violation  of  the  obligation  of 
neutrality,  as  weU  as  the  municipal  law  of  this  kingdom,  and  that  of  the 
other,  which  only  accepts  men  who,  without  any  standing  invitation 
before  them,  like  that  held  out  to  aliens  by  tlie  British  laws  in  time  of 
war,  voluntarily  resort  to  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  there 
offering  to  take  service.  I  am  sure  that  scarcely  a  day  of  the  week 
passes  without  my  receiving  letters  from  persons  earnestly  soliciting  to 
be  engaged.  The  duty  of  preparing  negative  replies  in  all  these  cases 
has  added  a  serious  burden  to  the  ordinary  ones  of  this  legation.  Yet, 
to  judge  by  the  language  of  his  lordship,  the  two  parties  to  the  struggle 
have  by  their  action  given  equal  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  to  an  extent 
even  to  justify  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

One  other  point  of  his  lordship's  speech  is  deserving  of  a  moment's 
notice.  At  the  close  he  promises  Lord  Clanricarde  that  if  he  will  fur- 
nish to  him  the  necessary  evidence  to  prove  the  enlistment  of  any  persons 
in  England  by  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he 
wiU  engage  that  proceedings  shall  be  at  once  commenced  against  the 
offending  parties.  Yet,  whilst  the  fact  is  indisputable  that  I  have  been 
for  a  long  time  back  in  the  habit  of  transmitting  to  his  lordship  the 
clearest  possible  proof  of  precisely  such  transactions  carried  on  by  the 
agents  of  the  rebels  within  this  kingdom,  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  a 
single  case  has  been  taken  up  with  the  smallest  degree  of  energy. 

This  difference  is  plainly  attributable  to  one  cause.  There  is  a  pressure 
upon  the  ministry,  in  both  houses  of  Parliament,  whenever  complaint  of 
the  action  of  the  United  States  is  ia  question.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
is  no  risk  of  neglecting,  any  representations  that  may  be  made  of  omis- 
sions to  perform  their  duty  on  the  other  side.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
worth  whUe  to  complain  of  this,  for  in  other  respects  the  present  gov- 
ernment is  far  better  disposed  to  us  than  any  one  which  would  be  likely 
to  take  its.  place.  Gravely  as  the  British  nation  has  compromised  its 
neutrality  by  the  direct  and  indirect  assistance  given  to  the  rebels  from 
the  commencement  of  this  war,  the  only  course  which  wisdom  dictates 
is  to  accept  the  fact,  and  retain  it  for  future  rather  than  for  immediate 
use. 

The  time  may  come  when  the  forbearance  exercised  in  this  period  of 
trial  will  not  be  without  its  advantage,  in  turning  the  scale  between 
the  contending  sentiments  in  regard  to  us  within  this  kingdom.  The 
domestic  struggle  which  is  to  new  shape  the  government  is  only  in  abey- 
ance. Everybody  feels  that  it  must  go  on  sooner  or  later,  and  that  the 
example  of  the  United  States  will  have  more  or  less  of  influence  upon 
the  result.  There  may,  possibly,  come  a  day  when  the  governing  power 
of  Great  Britain  wiU  be  in  true  sympathy  with  us.  It  never  has  been 
so  yet,  and  it  never  will  be  so  long  as  the  only  real  aristocracy  remain- 
ing in  Europe  sees  and  feels  that  the  permanence  of  the  privileges  which 
sustain  it  is  endangered  by  the  growth  and  predominance  of  institutions 
which  foster  equaUty  of  condition.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
-So.  17.] 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Ko.  998.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  June  20, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatcli  of  tlie  2d  of  June,.l:iro.  707,  which 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Earl  Eussell 
on  the  23d  of  May  last,  concerning  enlistments  for  the  insurgent  marine 
service  in  British  ports ;  also  a  copy  of  Earl  EusseU's  acknowledgment 
of  the  note,  and  also  copies  of  voluminous  affidavits,  which,  on  occasion 
of  writing  that  paper,  you  submitted  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs.  These  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  President, 
and  I  am  directed  to  approve  fully  of  your  proceedings  therein  set  forth, 
ahd  to  commend  the  urgency  with  which  you  have  therein  remonstrated 
against  transactions  as  palpably  unlawful  as  they  are  injurious  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaklbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&&.,  &c.,  &c. 

[Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  N'o.  707,  above  referred  to,  will  be  found  under 
the  head  of  "  Eebel  Cruisers,"  subdivisions  "  The  Georgia"  and  "  The 
Rappahannock,"  post] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

ISo.  1015.]  Department  of  State, 

Washinxiton,  July  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  June,  IsTo.  718,  has  been  received- 
I  thank  you  for  your  comments  on  the  debate  which  occurred  in  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  9th  day  of  June  last,  in  regard  to  alleged  Ameri- 
can violations  of  the  enlistment  laws  of  Great  Britain.  Although  I  was 
quite  unprepared  for  Earl  EusseU's  attitude  in  that  debate,  I  at  once 
took  the  same  view  of  it  which  I  now  learn  was  accepted  by  yourself. 

The  debate  excited  much  attention  in  this  country.    The  Senate  called 
for  information  on  the  subject.    I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of 
inquiry,  and  of  the  President's  reply. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <fec.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  756.]  (  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  this  morning, 
containing  a  report  of  a  debate  that  took  place  last  evening  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  subject  of  enlistments. 

The  universal  disposition  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  which  pre- 
vails among  the  poorer  classes  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom  is  exciting 
not  a  little  uneasiness.  Coming  as  it  does  upon  the  general  desire  of 
the  higher  classes  that  the  rebellion  should  effect  the  disruption  of  the 
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Union,  no  difficulty  remains  in  accounting  for  the  peculiar  tone  of  the 
speakers  in  the  debate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAXOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1068.]  Department  oe  State, 

Washington^  August  15, 1864. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
29th  of  July,  No.  756,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  report  of  a  debat« 
that  occurred  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  existing  emigration  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United 
States. 

I  observe  with  some  satisfaction  that  the  tone  of  that  discussion  was 
less  inimical  and  less  disrespectful  to  the  United  States  than  that  which 
marked  a  late  debate  upon  the  same  subject  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Nevertheless,  portions  of  the  debate  were  very  unjust  to  this  govern- 
ment, and  the  subject  seems  to  have  been  examined  through  a  thick 
mist  of  exaggeration.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  persons  have, 
within  the  last  six  months,  thrown  off  their  allegiance  to  European 
states  and  incorporated  themselves  with  society  in  the  United  States. 
Of  these  persons  a  very  large  proportion  came  from  the  British  islands. 
Out  of  the  whole  number  first  mentioned  a  few,  perhaps  one  hundred, 
after  arriving  in  the  United  States,  and  after  having  enlisted  in  the 
military  service,  and  accepted  the  advance  paid  to  all  soldiers  alike, 
have  regretted  that  proceeding,  and  represented  to  the  British  consuls 
and  ministers  residing  here,  not  that  they  had  been  forced  into  the 
army,  but  that  they  had  been  circumvented,  qot  by  agents  of  the  gov- 
ernment, or  with  its  knowledge,  but  by  corrupt  and  fraudulent  individ- 
uals, often  their  own  countrymen,  acting  from  mercenary  motives,  and 
in  fraud  and  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  These  repre- 
sentations invariably  involved  a  confession  that  those  who  made  them 
were  drunkards,  and  rested  upon  their  own  unsupported  oaths,  which, 
in  almost  every  case,  were  found  to  be  false  in  material  or  collateral 
points.  Every  representation  thus  submitted  was  received  with  respect, 
and  immediately  made  the  subject  of  investigation  through  the  War 
Department,  under  orders  reaching  to  the  camps  scattered  throughout 
the  continent.  These  investigations  have  been  unweariedly  pursued, 
and  careful  reports  thereon  have  been  made  while  the  armies  were  in 
the  field,  on  the  march,  or  lying  in  siege.  In  the  few  instances  where 
complaints  proved  to  be  well  founded,  all  the  redress  that  was  possible 
has  been  given.  In  all  the  others  the  result  has  been  respectfully  and 
courteously  made  known  to  the  governments  by  whom  the  complaints 
were  presented.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mass  of  European  emigrants, 
not  sensibly  diminished  by  the  abstraction  of  the  few  recruits  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  dispersed  as  soon  as  they  arrived  on  our  shores,  and 
may  now  be  found  prosperously  and  happily  employed  in  our  commer- 
cial marts,  wheat  fields,  manufactories,  forests,  and  mines,  or,  if  they 
have  preferred  it,  in  the  army  and  navy,  which  are  maintaining  the 
Integrity  and  freedom  of  the  country  which  they  have  adopted  as  their 
own.    Every  enterprise  in  which  men  engage  is  attended  by  some  dis- 
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appointments,  losses,  and  suiferings.  The  world  has  never  before  seen 
an  emigration  attended  by  so  few  and  so  unimportant  casualties  as  the 
one  now  under  consideration.  Nevertheless,  the  misfortunes  which  have 
overtaken  the  few  recruits,  always  through  their  own  imprudence  or 
vices,  were  made  by  the  parliamentary  orators  to  stain  the  whole  face 
of  a  movement  which  is  alike  honest  and  beneficent.  It  is  as  if  one 
should  declare  that  the  sun  has  lost  its  whole  effulgence,  because,  on 
looking  through,  the  telescope,  he  has  discovered  a  few  small,  dark  spots 
on  its  surface. 

This  emigration  is  erroneously  treated  in  the  British  Parliament  as  if 
it  were  new  and'  anomalous.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  only  a  continuation 
of  a  process  begun  in  the  sixteenth  century,  by  which  society  in  Europe 
is  relieved,  and  civilization  in  America  is  instituted.  If  the  emigration 
has  been  increased  during  our  present  civil  war  to  the  inconvenience  of 
Europe,  the  maritime  states  of  that  continent  are  responsible  for  the 
increase.  They  unnecessarily  adopted  a  policy  of  recognition  of  the 
insurgents  as  a  belligerent,  which  was  expected  to  produce  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union,  whereby  they  have  caused  the  insurrection  to  be  continued 
with  more  vigor  and  effect  than  under  other  circumstances  would  have 
been  witnessed.  If  the  insurgents  could  compass  the  end  which  the 
European  maritime  powers  are  thus  favoring,  the  principle  of  property 
in  slaves,  hitherto  confined  to  the  slaveholding  States,  would  be  re-es- 
tablished sooner  or  later  by  law  throughout  the  whole  of  the  continent 
of  North  America  and  its  islands.  With  that  reactionary  change  must 
come  the  restoration  of  the  African  slave-trade.  This  government,  well 
aware  that  the  struggle  in  which  it  is  engaged  involves  nothing  Ifess 
than  the  question,  whether  freedom  or  slavery  shall  prevail  in  America, 
hails  every  free  European  emigrant  as  increasing  the  moral  as  well  as 
the  material  force  of  true  civilization.  If  the  statesmen  of  Great  Britain 
could  consent  to  take  an  enlarged  view  of  the  question,  they  would  see 
that  that  country  is  hardly  less  interested  than  our  own  in  the  success 
of  the  emigration,  which,  under  mistaken  views,  they  are  so  apt  to  con- 
demn. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  &c.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  819.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  25, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Livei-pool,  reports 
of  the  proceedings  had  at  that  place  in  regard  to  the  detention  of  the 
ship  Great  Western,  by  order  of  the  British  government,  on  the  allega- 
tion of  some  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  enlistment  act.  It  is 
obvious  that  this  difficulty  has  been  raised  by  the  rebel  agents,  their 
attorneys,  and  sympathizers,  simply  to  try  to  make  an  offset  to  their 
own  notorious  operations.  I  do  not  myself  perceive  any  just  foundation 
for  the  interposition:  No  communication  has  yet  come  to  me  from  the 
Foreign  Office.  A  protest  has  been  drawn  up  before  the  consul  by  the 
commander  of  the  ship.  All  the  papers  will  probably  be  sent  to  you 
from  his  office  at  Liverpool.    I  have  advised  that  course  to  be  taken, 
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not  deeming  any  action  on  my  part  expedient  until  all  the  facts  shall 
have  come  under  the  President's  consideration,  and  his  wishes  commu- 
nicated in  formal  instructions. 

*  *  ♦        ■       ♦  #  *  « 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevp^abd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


tFrom  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  1, 1865,  p.  28.] 

No.  7. 

Harl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  •JN^oi^emfter  26, 1864. 
MtLobd:  ******* 

The  government  of  the  United  States  have  likewise  permitted  their 
subordinates  and  recruiting  agents  to  enlist  British  subjects,  who  had 
been  drugged,  and  had  not,  when  so  enlisted,  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  the  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected.        *        *        * 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1185.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  9, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  the  consulate  at  Liverpool  the  dispatch  of 
the  18th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  relating  to  alleged  enlistments 
of  men  in  England  for  our  military  service,  and  informing  me  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  detention  of  the  Great  Western  at  that  port.  I  will 
thank  you  to  apply  to  Mr.  Wilding  for  copies  of  the  newspaper  slips  from 
the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce  of  the  16th  ultimo,  the  Liverpool 
Daily  Cotirier  of  the  17th  ultimo,  the  Liverpool  Dkily  Post  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  and  the  Liverpool  Daily  Mercury  of  the  same  date,  which  accom- 
panied his  dispatch. 

Although  it  seems  hardly  necessary,  I  repeat  to  yon  what  I  have  writ- 
ten on  former  occasions,  that  this  government  has  no  knowledge  of  any 
design  on  the  part  of  agents  or  of  of&cers  in  its  employment,  or  on  the 
part  of  other  persons,  to  enlist  recruits  for  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  within  the  jurisdiction  of  her  Britannic  Majesty, 
or  in  any  other  foreign  state,  in  contravention  of  laws  prohibiting  such 
enlistment,  and  that  it  would  disapprove  of  any  such  proceedings. 

If  any  person  acting  without  authority  in  this  instance,  or  in  any  other, 
has  violated  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  on  this  subject,  he  will  be  left  to 
their  penalties.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  undue  interference  with  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  shall  have  occurred  prejudicial  to  their  legal 
rights  and  interests,  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  such  protests  and 
reclamations  on  their  behalf  as  may,  in  your  judgment,  be  warranted  by 
the  facts  of  the  case. 

•  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  (fee,  d;c. 
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Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  390.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inclose  slips  from  Liverpool  papers  respecting  an  alleged 
enlistment  of  men  for  America,  and,  in  doing  so,  to  report  such  fact  as 
have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

It  appears  that  about  two  hundred  men  did  arrive  here  on  Tuesday 
evening  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  as  steerage  passengers  on  board 
the  Great  Western  for  New  York ;  that  southern  emmissaries  having  got 
among  them,  and  finding  that  their  passages  had  been  paid  by  an  agent 
from  America,  with  a  view,  as  alleged,  of  their  being  employed  in 
glass-works  in  New  York,  persuaded  many  of  them  that  they  were  really 
being  enlisted  for  the  army,  in  consequence  of  which  about  fifty  refused 
to  embark;  about  one  hundred  and  forty  went  on  board. 

Mr.  Hull,  the  confederate  attorney,  (no  doubt  set  to  work  by  the  rebel 
agents,)  took  the  matter  up  warmly  and  tried  to  make  out  a  case  for  the 
interference  of  the  authorities.  He  so  far  succeeded  that  the  collector 
of  customs  sent  ftwo  oflftcers  on  board  the  ship  and  refused  to  clear  her. 

Yesterday,  at  the  request  of  the  captain,  a  police  officer  was  sent  on 
board  to  question  the  passengers  and  bring  ashore  any  who  were  unwill- 
ing to  go.  Out  of  the  four  hundred  passengers  who  were  on  board,  only 
four  could  be  induced  to  leave  the  vessel,  nor  was  the  officer  able,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  to  obtain  any  evidence  whatever  of  any  of  them  having 
been  enlisted. 

Yesterday  evening  the  collector  of  customs  intimated  to  the  agents  of 
the  vessel,  Messrs  Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  that,  for  all  he  ^aw,  the  ves- 
sel might  clear  this  morning.  To-day,  however,  he  informs  them  that 
he  has  authority  for  detaining  her  longer;  he  was  understood  to  say  he 
had  a  telegram  from  the  government  ordering  the  detention,  and  he  has 
put  two  officers  on  board  to  prevent  her  sailing.  This  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  very  strong  and  unwarrantable  proceeding  upon  such  evidence  as 
1  believe  they  have. 

No  complaint  or  application  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  master  or 
agents  of  the  vessel,  and  I  have  not,  therefore,  deemed  it  proper,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  make  any  representation  to  or  demand  any  explana- 
tion from  the  authorities,  but  have  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  occur- 
rence. 

On  inquiry,  I  find  that  some  time  since  the  passenger-agents  of  the  Great 
Western  received  a  letter  from  the  owners,  Messrs.  C.  H.  Marshall  «&  Co., 
of  New  York,  advising  them  that  ah  agreement  had  been  made  with  a 
Captain  Byrne  for  the  passage  of  about  one  hundred  persons,  more  or  less, 
from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  and  instructing  them  to  provide  such  pas- 
sages when  applied  for ;  at  the  same  time  a  draught  of  an  agreement  to 
be  signed  by  the  passengers  before  embarking  was  sent. 

This  agreement  was  to  the  effect  that  Messrs.  Bliss,  Ward,  Eosevelt, 
of  New  York,  on  the  one  part,  agree  to  pay  passage  of  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  and  provide  him  with  employment  for  at  least  one  year ;  and 
he,  on  his  part,  agreed  to  place  himself  under  their  control,  and  perform 
such  labor  as  they  should  require  for  the  time  specified,  and  to  repay  the 
passage  money. 

The  kind  of  labor  is  not  stated  in  the  agreement,  but  it  was  under- 
stood to  be  to  work  in  glass-works. 

I  have  seen  the  draught,  the  style  and  spelling  of  which  indicate  that 
an  illiterate  person  made  it. 
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The  Captain  Byrne  mentioned  in  Messrs.  Marshall's  letter  arrived  soon 
after  the  letter,  and,  as  I  understand,  engaged  and  superintended  the 
embarking  of  the  passengers;  but  as  soon  as  the  stir  began  he  disap- 
peared, and  cannot  now  be  found,  and  it  may  be  that  this  is  known  to  the 
authorities,  and  has  emboldened  them  to  take  the  strong  measures  they 
have. 

The  vessel  now  lies  at  anchor  in  the  river,  with  four  hundred  passen- 
gers on  board,  and  a  fair  wind  blowing. 

Yerv  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WILDING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  November  18,  1864.] 
THE  ALLEGED  KECRXJITING  POR  THE  FEDERAL  ARjVTf . 

This  matter  is  stUl  under  investigation  by  the  police  author  itics.  On 
Wednesday  night  upwards  of  fifty  of  the  men  who  had  declined  to  go  in 
the  Great  Western  when  she  left  the  dock  were  accommiodatedin  the  work- 
house ;  and  yesterday  a  large  number  of  them  thronged  the  entrance  to 
the  ofi&ce  of  Messrs.  Hull  &  Stone,  in  Cook  street. 

Yesterday  eight  of  the  young  men  who  had  been  brought  here  from 
Ashton-under-Lyne  and  Stalybridge  were  selected  from  the  others,  and 
with  the  two  young  men  who  came  from  London,  and  who,  as  already 
stated,  caUed  at  the  police  ofiice  and  made  a  statement  regarding  the 
manner  in  which  they  alleged  they  had  been  entrapped,  were  taken  to 
the  office  of  Messrs.  Fletcher  &  Hull,  and  there  made  affidavits  in  accord- 
ance with  the  statements  given. 

In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  Captain  Cunningham,  commander  of 
the  Great  Western,  applied  at  the  police  office  for  officers  to  go  on  board 
that  ship  and  take  off  those  persons  who  wished  to  leave,  as  he  was  anx- 
ious his  vessel  should  sail.  Detective  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalg- 
leLsh  (chief  constable  of  Ashton-under-Lyne)  accordingly  went  on  board 
with  Captain  Cunningham.  Tfie  passengers,  to  the  number  of  between 
four  and  five  hundred,  nearly  all  young  men,  were  mustered  and  asked 
if  they  wished  to  go  to  Kew  York  in  the  ship  or  to  go  ashore.  All,  with 
the  exception  of  four^  (who  belong  to  Ashton,  and  say  they  were  engaged 
by  Mr.  Hugh  Shaw,  who  examined  their  teeth,)  answered  that  they  would 
go  in  the  ship.  The  four  young  fellows  who  wished  to  leave  were  allowed 
to  do  so.  Of  those  on  board,  it  is  stated  that  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  have  been  brought  from  differentparts  of  Lancashire, 
and  engaged  to  work  in  the  "  extensive  glass  manufactory."  The  remain- 
der consist  of  young  Irishmen  and  Germans,  but  the  police  have  no  in- 
formation to  show  that  they  have  been  induced  by  false  pretences  to 
cross  the  Atlantic.  Shaw  and  one  or  two  other  parties  who  are  alleged 
to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  shipment,  on  observing  Inspector 
Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalgleish  on  board  the  ship,  took  the  best  possi- 
ble means  to  hide  themselves  from  the  view  of  the  officers  of  the  law. 
It  is  stated  that  a  German,  dressed  in  a  kind  of  military  uniform,  was 
on  board  and  appeard  to  exercise  considerable  authority  over  the  pas- 
sengers. He  was  assisted  by  a  person  styled  by  the  passengers  as  "  ser- 
geant." Many  of  the  men  on  board  called  out  loudly  that  they  were  de- 
termined to  go  to  Kew  York  or  some  other  place  than  Lancashire,  as 
they  had  been  starving  while  in  their  own  towns. 
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It  is  an  nnportant  fact  to  note  tliat  of  all  the  men  to  whom  the  police 
spoke  while  on  board  not  one  has  a  passage  ticket.  This  of  itself  is  a 
violation  of  the  passenger  act. 

We  have  already  intimated  that  the  young  fellows  were  in  a  destitute 
and  half-starved  condition.  Yesterday  Mr.  Hull  provided  them  with 
refreshments,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  few  friends  on  'Change,  raised 
sufiicient  funds  to  send  back  those  who  had  been  brought  from  Ashton 
and  Stalybridge.  Last  evening  fifty-three  of  them  were  accordingly  sent 
off  by  the  6.45  train  from  Lime  street  station,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Dalgleish. 

We  understand  that  the  town  clerk  and  his  deputy  are  engaged  inves- 
tigating the  law  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  matter  is  likely  to  come 
before  the  magistrates  to-day. 


[From  the  Livierpool  Daily  Mercury  of  November  18,  1864.] 
ALLEGED  KIDNAPPING  FOE  THlT  FEDERAL  AEMT. 

The  excitement  caused  by  the  importation  into  Liverpool  of  a  number 
of  youths  from,  the  manufacturing  districts,  who,  it  was  alleged,  were  to 
be  deported  to  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  federal  army, 
continued  yesterday,  and  speculation  was  rife  as  to  what  would  be  the 
upshot  of  the  affair.  Upwards  of  fifty  of  the  men  had  been  accommo- 
dated with  beds  at  the  JBrownlow-hill  workhouse,  and  in  the  morning 
were  again  taken  to  the  police  office.  Inspector  Carlisle  was  engaged 
again  yesterday  in  investigating  the  matter.  Bight  men  who  had  been 
brought  from  Ashton  and  Staleybridge  by  the  Shaws  were  selected,  and 
they  made  affidavits  in  regard  to  the  affair  at  Mr.  Hull's  office.  The  two 
young  men  named  Fenton  and  Whillock,  who  had  been  brought  from 
London,  and  who  state  that  one  of  the  men  who  engaged  them  promised 
that  they  should  have  lieutenants'  commissions  in  the  federal  army,  have 
also  made  affidavits.  These  young  men  are  highly  intelligent  persons, 
and  give  a  very  straightforward  and  consistent  statement  of  their  en- 
gagement in  London  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  agents,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  their  evidence  will  greatly  assist  the  au- 
thorities in  getting  up  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  should  a  prosecution 
be  determined  upon.  It  seems  that  shortly  after  the  London  con- 
tingent had  left  the  metropolis  the  secret  as  to  the  ultimate  destination 
of  the  young  men  got  out,  and  Fenton  and  Whillock,  on  their  arrival  in 
Liverpool,  received  telegrams  from  their  friends  warning  them  not  to 
proceed  to  New  York,  as  it  was  believed  that  the  parties  who  engaged 
them  intended  to  get  them  to  enlist  in  the  federal  army. 

Yesterday  forenoon  Captain  Cunningham,  the  commander  of  the  Great 
Western,  called  at  the  detective  office,  and  stated  that  he  wished  the 
police  to  accompany  him  on  board  the  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
off  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  passengers.  He  also  stated  that 
he  was  desirous  that  the  matter  should  be  settled  as  quickly  as  possible, 
as  he  was  anxious  that  his  vessel  should  proceed  to  sea  without  loss  of 
time.  Subsequently  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalgleish,  chief  consta- 
ble of  Ashton,  went  on  board  the  Great  Western  along  with  Captain 
Cunningham.  The  passengers,  numbering  between  four  hundred  and 
five  hundred,  were  mustered  on  deck  by  Captain  Cunningham.  They 
were  chiefly  very  young  men.  About  two  hundred  of  them  had  been 
brought  from  the  manufacturing  districts  on  the  pretence  of  going  to 
New  York  to  work  in  the  "  glass-works,"  while  the  remainder  of  them 
were  chiefly  Irish  and  German  emigrants,  but  nearly  the  whole  of  them 
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were  capable  of  handling  a  musket.  The'  "emigrants"  were  asked,  in 
the  presence  of  the  of&cers,  whether  they  were  willing  to  go  to  New 
York  or  wished  to  be  put  on  shore ;  and  all  of  them,  with  the  exception 
of  four,  said  they  were  desirous  of  proceeding  to  New  York.  The  four 
dissentients  came  from  Ashton,  and  were  examined  by  Hugh  Shaw,  to 
see  whether  they  had  good  teeth.  It  is  conjectured  that  since  the  affair 
has  been  made  public  those  who  have  the  conducting  of  the  arrange- 
ments have  brought  some  influence  to  bear  upon  those  on  board  the 
vessel  in  order  to  make  them  remain.  If  this  be  so,  it  would  account 
for  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  intentions  of  some  of  the 
party,  there  being  between  four  himdred  and  five  hundred  young  men 
stiU  on  board,  who  must  know  by  this  time  the  object  of  their  "friends" 
who  are  so  anxious  to  decoy  them  across  the  Atlantic.  One  individual, 
a  German,  who  was  on  board  the  vessel,  and  who  wore  some  sort  .of  a 
uniform,  seemed  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  emigrants,  and  seemed 
to  possess  a  considerable  influence  over  a  number  of  them.  Another 
person  from  Staleybridge,  who  was  addressed  by  some  of  the  men  as  the 
"  sergeant,"  evidently  had  some  power  over  the  Lancashire  portion  of 
the  passengers,  and  told  the  of&cers  that  they  were  determined  to  go  to 
America,  or  some  other  country,  and  not  to  be  left  destitute  in  England 
any  longer ;  while  .another  of  the  emigrants  told  Mr.  Dalgleish  that  "  he 
was  not  going  back  to  be  put  in  jail  to  pick  oakum." 

The  Shaws,  and  some  of  the  other  prime  movers  in  the  matter,  when 
they  saw  Messrs.  Carlisle  and  Dalgleish  on  board  the  ship,  got  out  of 
the  way  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  will  no  doubt  form  an  important  element 
in  any  future  proceedings  that  may  be  taken,  that  not  one  of  the  men  to 
whom  the  oflcers  spoke  on  board  was  furnished  with  a  passage  ticket. 
This  is  in  itself  a  breach  of  the  passenger  act,  and  subjects  either  the 
captain  or  the  owner  of  the  vessel  to  a  penalty. 

The  authorities  were  in  a  difficulty  as  to  what  they  should  do  with 
those  who  had  refused  to  proceed  in  the  vessel.  The  men  were  all  in  a 
destitute  condition,  and  had  no  means  of  reaching  their  native  towns. 
Mr.  Hull  went  on  'Change  yesterday,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some 
benevolent  gentlemen  soon  raised  a  sufficient  sum  to  send  back  fifty- 
three  of  the  men  to  Ashton  and  Staleybridge.  They  were  accompanied 
to  the  station  by  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalgleish.  Before  their 
departure  some  of  the  men  expressed  their  warm  thanks  for  the  interest 
that  had  been  taken  in  their  behalf  in  Liverpool ;  while  the  whole  body 
seemed  delighted  at  having  escaped  from  an  expedition  which  seemed 
likely  to  end  in  their  leaving  their  bones  on  the  field  in  battles  which 
have  yet  to  be  fought  in  the  southern  States  of  America. 

Bight  men  who  came  from  London  are  yet  in  Liverpool,  in  an  utterly 
destitute  state,  and  any  pecuniary  aid  from  those  who  pity  their  help- 
less condition  will  be  thankfully  received. 

We  understand  that  the  town  clerk  is  investigating  the  affair,  and  it 
is  likely  that  some  application  will  be  made  to  Mr.  Eaffles  to-day  at  the 
police  court. 
The  Great  "Western  is  stiU  detained  in  the  river  by  the  authorities. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  845.]  LEftATlON  OP  THE  UgiTBD  STATES, 

London^  December  29,  1864. 
SiE :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  1183,  and  from  1185  to  1189,  inclusive. 
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In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  No.  1185,  of  tlie  9tli  of 
December,  the  matter  had  already  been  disposed  of  so  completely  by  the 
release  of  the  Great  Western,  that  I  presume  there  is  no  occasion  to' take 
lurther  action,  unless  it  be  in  the  manner  indicated  in  my  dispatch  to 
you,  No.  819,  of  the  25th  of  November,  which  relates  to  this  affair.  I 
shall,  therefore,  await  any  instructions  which  you  may  prepare,  after 
you  shall  have  been  placed  in  full  possession  of  the  facts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


PEOSEOUTIONS  OF  EEBEL  AGENTS. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  567.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  8, 1864. 
Sir:  *  *  *  *  * 

I  think,  however,  there  is  no  doubt  of  a  growing  conviction  here  of 
the  necessity  of  some  decisive  action  to  check  the  outrageous  plots  of 
the  rebels  and  their  British  sympathizers.  I  am  informed  that  prosecu- 
tions are  in  contemplation  against  several  of  the-  commercial  houses 
that  have  been  most  prominently  engaged  in  promoting  their  objects. 
In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  British  government  to 
initiate  these  than  for  the  United  States;  but  I  shall  be  very  "glad  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Evarts  on  that  su.bject  so  soon  as  he  may  arrive  here. 

1  look  upon  the  complaints  made  against  Mr.  Eastman  and  Comman- 
der Winslow,  and  the  proceedings  threatened  against  the  poor  men 
found  in  and  surrendered  from  the  Kearsarge,  as  sfmply  intended  to 
guard  against  the  appearance  of  partiality  or  onesidedness,  of  which 
charge  there  is  always  more  or  less-  apprehension  as  it  regards  the 
United  States.  The  strong  evidence  which  it  has  been  in  our  power  to 
obtain  in  connection  with  the  outfit  of  the  Victor  at  Sheerness,  has  as 
yet  had  only  the  effect  of  discharging  from  the  service  a  few  poor 
mechanics,  who  were  probably  guilty  of  no  evil  intent  whatever,  whilst 
the  real  authors  of  the  mischief  remain  untouched.  Before  this  you 
will  have  received  information  of  the  later  representations  made  by  me, 
which  have  in  a  measure  anticipated  your  directions ;  I  shall,  however, 
follow  them  up  in  the  manner  indicated  upon  every  suitable  occasion 
until  I  perceive  that  some  preventive  policy  has  been  actually  adopted. 
***** 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sb-waud, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adqms  to  Mr.  Seward,. 

[Extract.] 

No.  579.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  January  21,  1864. 

Sir:  •  *  *  *  * 

Prosecutions  have  indeed  been  commenced,  not  only  against  certain 
parties  at  Liverpool,  but  against  one  of  the  principal  officers  in  the  dock- 
yard at  Sheerness,  for  violations  of  the  enlistment  law.  The  case  of 
Mr.  Eumble  was  so  thoroughly  made  out  by  the  evidence  I  have  pre- 
sented that  it  could  not  indeed  be  neglected.  All  this  shows  signs  of 
progress,  though  not  to  that  extent  which  we  might  desire,  or  which  will 
have  the  effect  to  break  up  the  operations  of  the  rebels  andiheir  friends 
in  this  kingdom.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  these  are  still  carried  on 
with  great  activity.  They  are  now  mainly  directed  to  the  outfit  and 
manning  of  the  vessels  lying  in  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAJMS. 
ton.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  585.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  28, 1864. 

Sir:  #  #  #  #  * 

The  prosecutions  against  Mr.  Eumble,  the  inspector  of  machinery  at 
the  Sheerness  dockyard,  for  complicity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  steamer 
Victor,  alias  Scylla,  alias  the  Eappahannock,  and  against  Messrs.  Jones 
&  Co.,  at  Liverpool,  for  enlisting  and  paying  men  for  service  in  the 
Georgia,  are  going  on. 

Judging  from  the  tone  of  a  leader  in  the  Times  of  this  morning,  I 
infer  that  they  are  conducted  more  from  a  desire  to  do  something  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  the  United  States  than  from  an  intention  to  pun- 
ish the  offenders.  It  is  now  reported  that  the  suits  against  the  two  iron 
clad  rams  at  Liverpool  wUl  be  brought  up  for  trial  some  time  next  month. 
Should  the  difficulties  in  the  north  of  Europe  end  in  a  ruijture  threaten- 
ing to  embroil  the  great  powers,  I  have  not  much  doubt  as  to  the  ulti- 
mate issue  of.  those  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  737.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7. 1864. 
Sir:  The  British  government  appear  to  have  instituted  proceedings 
under  the  enlistment  act  against  Campbell  at  Liverpool  and  Seymour  in 
30  A  c— VOL.  n 
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London,  on  the  strength  of  the  many  depositions  which  I  have  hereto- 
fore presented  to  their  notice.  This  seems  to  me  to  render  unnecessary 
a  prosecution  just  now  of  further  complaints  on  behalf  of  our  govern- 
ment, of  their  unequal  action  towards  the  belligerents.  It  is  doubtful 
to  me  whether,  in  the  precise  condition  of  public  affairs,  any  result  will 
come  of  these  proceedings.  But  in  this  case,  the  state  of  things  does 
not  materially  differ  from  that  which  must  prevail  iti  every  other,  so  long 
as  the  disjointed  condition  of  the  ruling  power  itself  shall  be  permitted 
to  continue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  748.]  Legation  op  the  United  States,  •  ,-, 

London,  July  15,  1864; 

Sir:  John  Seymour,  the  London  shipping  agent,  referred  tb  in  my 
No.  737  of  the  7th  instant  as  having  been  indicted  for  a  violation  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  in  engaging  men  to  serve  on  board  armed  vessels 
belonging  to  the  iTisurgents  in  the  United  States,  plead  guilty  yesterday 
to  the  charge.  I  herewith  forward  a  copy  of  the  Times  containing  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  of  Seymour  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, No.  14.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1045.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  15th  of  July,  No.  748,  which 
informs  me  that  John  Seymour,  a  shipping  agent  for  the  piratical  ser- 
vice, organized  in  Great  Britain,  has  pleaded  guilty  and  been  convicted 
of  Adolating  the  neutrality  laws  of  that  kingdom.  It  appears  from  the 
newspaper  report  of  the  trial  which  accompanies  your  dispatch  that  the 
court,  with  the  consent  of  the  prosecution  for  the  government,  discharged 
the  oifender  without  punishment,  on  condition  that  he  refrain  from  re- 
peating his  crime.  The  President  fears  that  this  clemency  is  ill-judged. 
Nevertheless,  appreciating  the  good  faith  and  energy  which  her  Majes- 
ty's government  have  exhibited  in  securing  a  juilicial  decision  concerning 
a  crime  against  the  United  States  which  has  too  long  been  practiced  with 
impunity,  the  President  will  patiently  wait  to  see  whether  that  decision 
has  the  salutary  effect  which  is  expected  by  the  authorities  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ohaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fce.,  c&c,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  759.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  18, 1864. 
gjjj.  »»*#**** 

lu  connection  with  "the  remarks  made  in  your  dispatch  'So.  1045,  of 
the  28th  of  July,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  supple- 
ment of  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  the  11th  instant,  as  well  as  a  copy 
of  the  Loudon  Star  of  the  15th  instant,  both  containing  reports  of  fur- 
ther trials,  held  at  Liverpool,  for  violations  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

In  all  these.cases  it  is  apparent  that  the  result  is  gained,  by  the  gov- 
ernment, without  serious  resistance,  the  only  penalty  to  the  guilty  par- 
ties being  an  entry  into  obligations  not  to  repeat  the  offense.  It  is  plain 
that  the  verdict  must  have  been  practically  arrived  at  by  consent.  It 
is  possible  Ijjiat  even  by  this  means  some  additional  strength  may  be 
gradually  acquired  by  the  government  towards  a  proper  enforcement  of 
the  law  in  future  cases.  There  yet  remains  one  in  which  this  point  will 
probably  be  tested.  1  allude  to  that  of  Mr.  Kumble.  This  is  the  most 
flagrant  of  them  all.  Although  the  evidence  to  convict  him  is  of  the 
strongest  character,  it  is  not  certain  that  it  will  avail,  should  he  persist 
in  his  intention  to  contest  it.  1  have  casually  had  a  few  words  with  the 
solicitor  general  on  the  subject,  from  which  I  infer  that,  though  very 
confident  of  his  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  he  is  not  altogether 
without  mistrust  of  the  effect  of  technical  litigation  on  the  defensive 
side  if  thoroughly  resorted  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant', 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  the  inclosed  reports  of  trials  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1098.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  20, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rec'eipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  18th  of  August,  No.  759,  which  gives  a  report  of  two  further  trials  for 
violations  of  the  enlistment  laws,  in  each  case  with  the  same  result — a 
conviction  by  court,  followed  by  a  discharge,  or  a  penal  obligation  not 
to  repeat  the  offense. 

Certainly  this  mode  of  proceeding  has  very  little  tendency  to  vindicate 
the  laws  or  assure  the  neutrality  of  Great  Britain.  Another  prosecution, 
however,  is  pending,  and  is  expected  to  be  brought  to  trial  very  soon. 
The  President  will  reserve  the  definitive  disposition  of  the  subject  until 
the  result  of  that  trial  shall  be  made  known. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  die,  &o. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  819.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  JHFovember  25,  1864. 
gjjj  .#*»#**** 
The  proceedings  against  Messrs.  Jones  and  Highatt,  for  enlisting  sea- 
men for  the  rebels  at  Liverpool,  have  terminated  in  a  verdict  pro  forma, 
with  a  nominal  peitalty,  to  which  the  ijai'ties  consented.  >i  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  Times  containing  a  report.  The  distrust  of  the  law  officers 
of  their  ability  to  enforce  the  statute  seems  to  me  to  amount  to  timidity, 
for  I  do  not  suspect  any  want  of  disposition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Por  report  of  trial  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  No.  14, J 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  83p.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  8, 1864. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  containing  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  the  case  of 
the  Crown  against  Mr.  Eumble.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  matter  went 
off,  for  the  moment,  on  a  side  issue.  An  adjournment  was  made  to 
enable  the  defendant  to  fortify  himself  against  unexpected  evidence. 
There  is  no  reasonable  doubt  of  his  guilt,  but  it  is  equally  certain  that 
great  efforts  will  be  made  to  get  him  clear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  of  Mr.  Eumble  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.] 


[Communicated  by  tlie  Britisli  Legation.] 
Uarl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

'     Foreign  Office  December  8, 1864. 

My  Lord:  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Teneriffe,  stating  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  steamship  Sea  King  has  come  into  the  possession  of 
officers  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  you  that  her  Majesty's  government 
took  immediate  steps,  on  the  arrival  in  England  of  the  men  referred  to 
in  Mr.  Consul  Grattan's  dispatch,  who  had  formed  part  of  crew  of  the 
Sea  King,  to  make  an  investigation  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  that  under  the  advice  of  the  law  officers  of  th&  Grown,  her  Majesty's 
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gOTernment  have  given  directions  that  Captain  Corbett  shall  be  prose- 
cuted for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Eight  Hon.  LoKD  Lyons,  (fee,  (fee,  (fee. 

[For  report  of  trial  of  Captain  Corbett  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1203.]  Dbpaktment  op  State, 

Washington,  December  26,  1864. 
SlK :  Your  dispatch  of  the  8th  of  December,  No.  830,  together  with 
the  account  of  the  opening  of  the  case  of  the  Queen  against  Eumble, 
under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  has  been  received.  We  await  the  end 
of  the  trial  with  deep  interest.  It  is  desirable  to  know  whether,  in  a 
constitutional  government  which  devolves  the  performance  of  inter- 
national obligation  upon  a  municipal  judiciary,  an  aggrieved  state  can 
obtain  at  least  one  just  and  effective  judgment. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  (&c.,  c&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  857.]        .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department  numbered  from  1212  to  1221,  both  inclusive,  and  likewise 
No.  1196,  mentioned  last  week  as  missing. 

I  have  caused  the  intercepted  correspondence  inclosed  with  this  last 
dispatch  to  be  copied  and  transmitted  to  Lord  Eussell,  with  a  note,  a 
copy  of  which  I  send  herewith.  I  am  not  sure  that  this  is  the  course 
proposed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  dispatch.  It  would  sspem  rather  as  if 
the  intention.was  to  make  them  the  base  of  a  prosecution  against  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Highatt  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  This  would  be 
marking  out  a  novel  line  of  policy,  the  possible  consequences  of  which, 
in  relieving  the  British  government  of  its  responsibility  and  incurring 
the  hazard  of  almost  certain,  and  possibly  mortifying  failure,  do  not 
appear  as  yet  to  have  been  quite  sufficiently  weighed.  I  cannot  but 
hope  that  if  such  a  decision  has  been  arrived  at,  of  which  1  am  not  alto- 
gether sure,  it  may  at  any  rate  be  fully  reconsidered  before  it  is  finally 
determined  on.  And  if  ultimately  determined  on,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest 
the  absolute  necessity  of  sending  out  the  lawyers  necessary  to  see  it  vigor- 
orously  carried  forward.  From  my  past  experience  in  this  line,  I  feel 
no  assurance  of  any  energy  on  the  part  of  professional  men  here 
in  prosecuting  suits  under  the  enlistment  law,  or  of  any  confidence  in 
their  success,  if  they  exerted  it. 

Meanwhile  her  Majesty's  government  has  decided  upon  trying  its 
hand  on  another  case,  which  has  just  presented  itself,  of  quite  a  peculiar 
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character.  It  seems  that  a  Peruvian  corvette,  called  the  Union,  has 
been  fitting  out  from  this  port,  and  the  captain  has  been  engaged  in 
enlisting  some  seamen  here  for  the  service.  The  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment officers  appears  to  have  been  drawn  to  this  by  the  fact  that  among 
these  seamen  were  three  who  had  been  formerly  engaged  by  Mr.  Kumble  for 
the  service  of  the  rebels,  and  whose  testimony  was  considered  as  liighly 
important  in  the  prosecution  now  pending.  It  is  now  announced  in  the 
newspapers  that  the  captain  is  to  be  tried  on  the  chargeof  violating  the  law 
in  enlisting  men  to  carry  on  war  against  Spain. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  that  at  the  time  when 
the  enlistment  of  the  three  men  alluded  to  became  known  to  the  law 
officers,  they  at  first  declined  to  take  any  direct  steps  to  retain  them 
here,  notwithstanding  that  they  declared  them  essential  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Eumble.  They,  however,  notified  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul,  of  their 
opinion,  and  suggested  to  him  an  application  to  the  Peruvian  minister 
for  their  release.  Mr.  Morse  came  to  me  about  it,  and  I  immediately 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Barreda  on  the  subject.  That  gentleman  being 
absent,  I  received  an  answer  from  his  secretary  most  promptly  and 
handsomely  placing  the  men  at  my  service.  I  wrote  him  at  once  a 
letter  acknowledging  the  obligation  on  behalf  of  my  government,  and 
promising  to  bring  the  circumstance  to  its  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Williajm  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  18,  1865. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to. submit  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  certain  letters  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  They  are  offered  in  the  nature  of  cumulative  evidence 
to  prove  the  systematical  manner  in  which  the  neutrality  of  this  king- 
dom has  been  habitually  abused  by  insurgent  emissaries  sent  out  here 
expressly  for  the  purpose.  I  have  already  dwelt  so  much  upon  this 
point  in  my  previous  correspondence,  that  I  shall  confine  myself  on  this 
occasion  simply  to  asking  your  particular  notice  to  the  terms  of  the 
letters  of  James  D.  Bullock,  well  understood  to  be  the  chief  agent  in 
transactions  of  this  kind,  in  their  connection  with  the  proceedings  of 
Messrs.  Jones,  Highatt,  &e.,  and  particularly  of  Mr.  Bold,  all  of  them 
believed  to  be  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  and,  therefore,  bound  to  be  neu- 
tral in  the  present  difficulties. 

I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  furnish  conclusive 
proof  that  the  practices  referred  to  in  these  letters  dated  last  year  are 
yet  carried  on  with  as  much  activity  as  ever. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assui-ances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Barney  to  Captain  Morris. 

Grand  Hotel,  Paris,  February  5, 1864, 

My  Dbae  Moekis  :  I  have  intended  writing  to  you  for  several  days. 
but  postponed  it  until  I  could  hear  something  definite  from  Nantes.  I 
received  your  letter  this  morning,  and  -was  sorry  to  hear  that  you  had 
been  sick.  I  hope  you  wUl  soon  get  to  sea,  and  the  change  will  be  ben- 
eficial to  you. 

Eeissetson  is  here,  and  reports  all  ready  for  you.  You  are  to  telegraph 
when  ready,  as  agreed  upon.  I  told  him  you  would  not  be  ready  before  n  ext 
Tuesday,  I  thought.  1  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  ill  success  of  the  Blower, 
Bullock  says  the  Florida's  engines  were  only  intended  to  work  up  to 
sixty-five  revolutions,  and  any  increase  above  that  mark  must  be  very 
racking  and  should  only  be  resorted  to  on  an  emergency.  Her  maxi- 
mum speed  under  steam  alone  Avas  estimated  ten  knots.  I  represented 
to  Bullock  that  your  money  chest  would  be  pretty  low,  and  he  kindly 
consented  to  pay  for  the  carriages.  You  will  approve  Y.'s  bills,  and  B. 
wiU  pay  them,  and  so  give  you  a  little  more  money  to  cruise  on. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  bad  behavior  of  Hawthorne.  He 
promised  very  fair  when  I  released  him.  I  hope  when  you  get  to  sea  your 
men  will  settle  down,  and  by  firm  and  judicious  treatment  become  a  good 
crew.  I  wrote  you  about  the  engineers'  allotments.  I  find  the  men  are 
also  allowed,  to  leave  them.  But  I  suppose  they  are  none  of  your  new 
men  who  have  been  familiar  in  England.  I  scarcely  think  it  worth  while 
to  give  them  the  chance  of  swindling  the  government.    • 

There  was  one  man  of  the  old  crew  who  wanted  to  send  money  to  his 
mother  in  Ireland.  I  forget  his  name.  Averett  will  know  whom  I  mean. 
You  might  let  him  know  quietly  that  he  could  leave  an  allotment.  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  act  as  attorneys  for  the  men  of  the  other  ships,  and 
pay  the  money  to  their  friends  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  will  do 
the  same  service  for  the  Florida.  The  ticket  must  be  made  payable  to 
J.  &  Co.,  or  any  one  else  in  Liverpool,  and  the  person  to  whom  it  is  to 
be  sent,  and  his  or  her  place  of  residence  given.  The  amount  is  sent  at 
the  expense  of  the  government.  Captain  Blakely  requests  Captain  M.  F. 
Maury  to  caution  our  officers  against  overloading  his  guns,  and  he  adds: 
"  In  the  Florida  we  constantly  fire  twenty  pounds  of  powder  from  my 
6-inch  gun,  only  of  cast  iron,  banded  with  steel."  I  thought  the  pivot 
guns  were  seven  inches,  and  know  he  is  mistaken  about  the  twenty- 
pound  charges.  Ask  Averett  to  give  me  the  true  state  of  the  case. 
What  is  the  diameter  of  bore  of  the  pivots  ? 

Eemember  me  kindly  to  the  doctor.  I  received  his  note  and  remittance, 
and  the  money  and  likenesses  by  Mr.  Hough.  I  don't  think  that  of  you, 
sent  to  day,  very  good.  I  gave  Seme  one ;  he  is  well  and  his  family. 
Young  Trenholm  has  improved  very  much  since  I  first  came  up,  but 
still  looks  delicate.  Kind  regards  to  Averett  and  all  hands.  My  health 
is  improving^  but  I  still  suffer  much  at  times.  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do 
with  myself.  There  is  nothing  new  here.  I  am  glad  the  things  I  sent 
were  satisfactory.  If  I  can  do  anything  else  for  you,  command  me.  I 
hope  to  hear  from  you  before  you  leave. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  N,  BAE]SrEY, 
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Captain  Bullock  to  Captain  Morris. 

LiVEEPOOL,  January  14, 1864. 

Dear  Morris  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  day  before 
yesterday,  and  I  have  only  delayed  replying  to  it  that  I  might  look 
about  a  little  to  see  how  you  could  best  be  helped  out  of  your  diflftculty. 
As  all  the  matter  of  shipping  men  for  the  vessels  in  France,  that  is 
for  your  ship  and  the  Eappahannock,  had  been  intrusted  to  Mr.  Bold,  I 
desired  first  to  see  what  arrangements  he  had  made  and  whether  they 
could  be  extended. 

Before  I  could  do  it  a  rumor  got  abroad  that  the  members  of  the  firm 
of  Jones  &  Co.,  who  you  know  are  partners  of  Mr.  Bold,  were  about  to 
be  taken  up  for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  yesterday 
the  newspapers  stated  the  fact  openly.  It  appears  that  Jones  &  Co.  are 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  magistrates  on  Friday,  (to-morrow,) 
charged  with  enlisting  men  for  the  Confederate  States  naval  service ;  and 
although  mention  is  only  made  of  the  Georgia,  yet  it  is  said  that  import- 
ant revelations  concerning  the  conduct  of  Confederate  States  officers 
here  will  be  made.  This  result  has  not  sui-prised  me,  for  the  indiscreet 
manner  in  which  men  have  been  engaged  and  sent  about  has  been  freely 
commented  upon,  and  in  anticipation  of  trouble  I  have  kept  entirely  clear 
of  the  parties  engaged  in  these  movements.  This  action  of  the  author- 
ities absolutely  closes  England  to  you  as  a  recruiting  ground,  unless  you 
in  -person  make  an  arrangement  with  some  one  in  France  to  deliver  you 
men  at  so  much  a  head.  That  is  the  manner  in  which  I  managed  in  the 
crew  of  the  Alabama,  and  thus  did  not  come  in  contact  with  any  of  the 
men  until  they  were  actually  on  board  ship,  and  were  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  England.  For  any  Confederate  States  of&cer  to  attempt 
engaging  men  here  now  would  insure  his  getting  into  trouble,  besides 
ending  in  failure;  because  I  am  sure  that  agents  of  the  Yankee  consul 
would  offer  their  services  with  the  express  intent  of  lodging  information. 

Hamilton  ha^  written  you  about  Bead,  who  would  be  an  excellent  man 
for  the  work  if  he  can  be  spared.  Suppose  you  ask  your  agent  in  Brest 
if  there  is  not  some  shipping-master  there  who  would  engage  to  furnish 
a  certain  number  of  men,  you  paying  all  expenses  of  transportation  and 
a  specified  sum  for  each  man  delivered  on  board. 

I  have  written  Commodore  B.,  suggesting  that  the  Georgia's  men  be 
transferred  to  your  ship.  I  am  told  she  has  some  excellent  men  who  are 
willing  to  remain  in  the  service.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  should 
have  such  embarrassment  in  the  very  outset,  especially  as  neither  fore- 
sight nor  discretion  on .  your  part  could  have  prevented  it,  and  because, 
moreover,  I  can  render  you  no  direct  aid.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to 
send  you  a  man  who  I  think  can  be  trusted  on  some  assumed  business, 
and  you  can  make  him  a  direct  offer  to  pick  you  up  some  men. 

It  is  probable  that  I  shall  go  to  Paris  on  Tuesday  next.    Write  me  to 

the  care  of  Mr.  Senac     In  the  mean  time,  if  the  man  alluded  to  above 

will  go,  I  will  let  you  know  in  advance.    If  arrangements  have  been 

made,  Tesier,  I  am  sure  he  will  carry  them  out  faithfully  and  judiciously. 

I  am  very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  D.  BULLOCK. 


A,  Norur  &  Company  to  Captain  Morris. 

Nantes,  January  15, 1864. 
I  will  do  aU  my  efforts  for  making  the  greatest  possible  number  of  the 
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fuzes  you  are  "wanting  to  five  hundred.    These  pieces  I  am  sure  shall 
satisfy  you. 

Please  to  give  me  all  information  that  is  of  an  absolute  necessity. 
Does  the  touch-hole  of  your  shells  narrow  or  increase,  or  does  it  remain 
equal  to  the  diameter  A  of  the  faze  from  the  point  B,  (inferior  part  of 
the  fiize's  thread  when  screwed  in  the  sheU  1)  That  is  of  importance  to 
me,  for  I  want  to  know  if  a  fuze  that  should  be  2J  times  longer,  and 


/=\ 


should  have  the  same  diameter  on  the  whole  length,  could  be  introduced 
in  your  own  shells.  The  two  sockets  for  the  pivot-bolts  shall  also  be 
ready  in  time.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  state  the  amount  of  my  bill.  I  have 
not  very  well  understood  what  captain  is  saying,  when  he  asks  "  Could 
you  get  hide-rope  for  wheel-ropes  f  I  am  writing  for  farther  informa- 
tion j  thereupon,  believe  me,  captain,  with  kind  regards,  very  sincerely 
yours, 

A.  NOEUE  &  CO. 
Captain  Morris,  G.  S.  N.,  Brest. 


Mr.  Norur  to  Captain  Morris. 

ISTantes,  January  18, 1865. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  herewith  send  you 
the  approximate  cost  of  the  different  objects  I  will  deliver  to  you  at  the 
time  and  place  agreed  upon,  with  a  detailed  invoice  of  the  same.  The 
approximate  amount  is  12,500  francs.  The  expenses  of  the  steanfer  that 
shall  carry  these  objects  will  be  over  and  above,  and  will  be  paid  by 
Captain  James  B.,  for  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  them  actually.  I  can- 
not give  you  the  exact  amount,  owing  to  the  fact  that  several  items  are 
still  in  hand  in  ftilflllment  of  your  last  orders.  The  lengthening  by  two 
feet  two  inches  and  three-quarters  (2  ft.  2f  inches)  of  the  objects  men- 
tioned in  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  will  in  nowise  delay  their 
delivery  at  the  time  mentioned. 
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I  have  received  yours  of  the  16th  instant.    Nevertheless  I  inclose,  for 
better  explanations,  the  sketch  of  the  fiizes  I  am  making  for  you.    I  have 


O 


<0.  764 


<0.  886 


incites, 
>  i.  764 


(The  thread  of  the  screw  is  precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  fuze  I  received  from  you.) 

just  heard  that  it  is  of  physical  impossibility  to  get  the  hide-rope  before 
tw^enty  days.  I  did  not  hesitate,  however,  to  order  it,  in  case  some 
cause  or  other  should  delay  your  departure. 

I  remain,  captain,  very  respectfully  yours, 

A.  BTOETIR. 
Captain  Moeeis,  G.  S.  K,  Brest. 

[The  remaining  inclosures,  relating  to  the  "  Florida,"  will  be  found 
with  same  dispatch  under  the  head  of  "Kebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision 
"  Florida,"  j)os*.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No.  869.]  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  February  3,  1865. 

Ojj,.  *  #  *  *  *•*  *  * 

I  likewise  have  the  honor  to  send  copies  of  the  Times,  of  the  2d  and 
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3d  instant,  containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Eumble. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  trial  of  Mr.  Rumble  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
No.  14.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  872.]  LBaATIOW  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  February  9, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  copies  of  the  Times  containing  a  report  of  thei  close  of 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Rumble. 

From  the  result  of  this  proceeding  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
no  justice  to  the  United  States  can  be  expected  from  pressing  prosecutions 
uuder  the  enlistment  act  in  the  courts  of  this  kiugdom.  A  more  flagrant 
example  than  this  one  could  scarcely  occur.  I  do  not  consider  it  advis- 
able to  make  efforts  to  repeat  such  an  experiment  with  any  co-operation 
whatever  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

The  process  is  just  this :  So  far  as  I  have  any  information  no  attempt 
has  yet  been  made  by  this  government  to  initiate  measures  to  prevent  or 
punish  violations  of  the  enlistment  law.  It  waits  for  information  from 
this  legation  and  expects  that  this  will  be  based  on  legal  testimony. 
After  proceedings  have  been  commenced  it  expects  that  we  shall  not 
only  supply  but  keep  in  hand  the  witnesses  to  be  relied  upon  in  the 
prosecution.  The  consequeuce  is,  that  the  labor  of  holding  a  class  of 
people  proverbially  needy,  unstable,  and  peculiarly  liable  to  be  operated 
on  by  counter  influences,  is  devolved  upon  us.  When  the  case  comes  up 
for  trial  it  is  the  natural  resource  of  the  lawyers  in  the  defence  to  attempt 
to  discredit  and  to  cast  odium  upon  these  witnesses  as  suborned  by  a  for- 
eign government  in  order  to  crush  a  respectable  Englishman.  Such  was 
the  game  played  in  this  case,  and  the  prosecuting  oiflcers,  instead  of 
denouncing  the  whole  of  it  with  a  proper  share  of  indignation,  and  doing 
their  duty  in  protecting  both  the  witnesses  and  the  foreign  government, 
appear  to  have  acted  only  as  if  afraid  lest  some  trifling  share  of  the 
odium  might  possibly  fall  upon  their  own  shoulders. 

Neither  is  this  the  worst  of  the  matter.  In  the  very  midst  of  a  crim- 
inal prosecution  the  chief  justice,  perceiving  that  the  name  of  a  man  not 
Ijresent  was  implicated  by  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution,  and  learning  that  he  was  at  Malta,  actually  breaks  off  the 
hearing  in  the  middle,  and  postpones  it  for  several  weeks — ^long  enough 
to  procure  the  return  of  that  man.  The  jury  and  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution,  meantime,  are  left  open  to  any  influence  which  a  crafty 
man,  like  the  prisoner,  may  be  able  to  bring  to  bear  upon  them.  We 
have  abundant  proof  of  the  outrageous  manner  in  which  he  actually  did 
operate  on  the  latter,  some  of  whom  he  succeeded  in  spiriting  away.  I 
have  myself  little  doubt  that  the  man  who  did  not  scruple  to  tamper 
with  them,  would  not  hesitate  to  do  the  same  with  the  jury.  After  the 
trial  was  resumed,  the  fact  appears  plainly  enough  that  their  minds  were 
made  up  long  before  the  close .  And  the  chief  j  ustice  was  so  far  befogged 
by  his  British  sympathies  as  not  to  care  to  penetrate  the  game  that  was 
playing,  and  actually  to  intimate  very  broadly  in  his  charge  a  belief  that 
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the  foul  play  was  carried  on  by  the  government  most  interested  in  the 
prosecution. 

Prom  a  view  of  these  circumstances,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  instead  of  attempting  further  to  supply  facilities  for  this  kind  of 
proceeding  the  (Jnited  States  should,  in  future,  out  of  regard  to  its  own 
dignity,  confine  itself  to  furnishing  the  information,  and  throw  the  entire 
responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  all  legal  measures  upon  the  British 
authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  OHAELES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  of  Mr.  Eumble  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr..  Seward. 

No.  890.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  anticipation  of  the  receipt  of  the  comments  which  are  doubt- 
less on  their  way  to  me  from  America,  upon  the  issue  of  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Eumble,  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell  to  me,  of 
the  8th  instant,  announcing  the  course  which  has  been  taken  respecting 
that  personage  by  the  government.  Considering  that,  in  the  face  of  the 
law,  he  has  been  held  innocent  of  the  offense,  I  cannot  see  that  much 
more  could  have  been  done  to  him  than  has  been  done.  As  an  indication 
of  the  animus  of  the  government,  I  think  it  may  be  favorably  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PEAJSrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  8,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  a  court  of  inquiry,  appointed  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty,  to  investigate  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  depart- 
ure of  the  Scylla,  or  Eappahannock,  fi'om  Sheerness,  had  reported  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the  assertion  which  had  been  made,  that  the 
Scylla  had  been  towed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Sheerness  by  a  vessel  belong- 
ing to  her  Majesty's  navy;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you 
further,  with  respect  to  this  matter,  that  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  have 
fully  considered  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Eumble  in  regard  thereto. 

It  appeared  to  their  lordships,  that  as  Mr.  Eumble  has  been  acquitted 
by  a  jury  of  any  guilty  knowledge  of  the  true  character  of  the  Scylla, 
up  to  the  time  of  her  departure  from  Sheerness,  they  had  only  to  con- 
sider his  proceedings  after  that  event  in  forming  an  opinion  with  respect 
to  his  conduct  in  the  case  of  tiiis  vessel.  And  the  conclusion  at  which 
their  lordships  have  arrived  is  that  Mr.  Eumble,  after  the  character  of 
the  vessel  had  been  openly  declared,  acted  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
afford  just  grounds  for  the  accusation  that  an  officer  employed  in  her 
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Majesty's  service  had  aided  and  abetted  tliose  parties,  who,  in  violation 
of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  were  concerned  in  fitting  out  the  Scylla 
as  a  vessel  of  war.  Under  these  circumstances  their  lordships  have 
decided  to  place  Mr.  Eumble  upon  half  pay,  as  an  ofScer  in  whom  they 
can  no  longer  place  any  confidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  cfcc,  cfco. 


EUSSELL. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  note.] 

Foreign.  Office,  February  18, 1865. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  assertions  that  have  been  made,  that  the 
steamer  Scylla  or  Eappahannock  was  towed  by  a  government  tug  out 
of  Sheerness  harbor,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1863, 1  have  the  honor  to 
state  to  you  that  I  have  received  from  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty  a  copy  of  a  report  accompanied  by  a  minute  of  proceedings 
of  a  court  of  inquiry,  held  by  their  lordships'  orders  at  Sheerness, 
to  investigate  the  truth  of  those  assertions,  and  that  it  results  from  that 
inquiry  that  the  members  of  the  court  were  perfectly  satisfied  tbat  no 
government  tug,  or  vessel  of  any  description  belonging  to  her  Majesty, 
assisted  or  accompanied  the  Scylla  or  Eappahannock,  on  the  occasion 
of  her  leaving  Sheerness  harbor  on  the  night  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  1313.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  21, 1865. 

Sir:  This  government  has  had  under  consideration  the  proceedings  in 
the  trial  of  the  case  of  the  Queen  against  Eumble,  upon  a  very  elaborate 
indictment  for  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
equipment  and  enlistment  of  men  for  the  piratical  steamer  Eappahan- 
nock. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  government  that  the  acquittal  of  Eumble  was 
contrary  to  the  law,  and  contrary  to  the  evidence  submitted  in  the  case. 
But  this  government  acknowledges  with  pleasure  that  it  finds  in  the 
report  of  the  trial  abundant  evidence  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  acted  with  diligence  and  entire  good  faith  in  instituting  the  prose- 
cution and  carrying  it  on  to  its  unsatisfactory  conclusion.  It  is  a  pleasure 
also  to  this  government  to  admit  its  high  appreciation  of  the  manner  and 
form  in  which  the  indictment  was  prepared,  and  the  prosecution  was 
conducted  by  th^  solicitor  general  and  other  counsel  for  the  Crown. 

In  the  opinion  of  this  government  the  defeat  of  justice  which  occur- 
red ix  the  case  is  due  in  no  small  degree  to  the  proceeding  of  the  presid- 
ing justice  in  adjourning  the  trial  of  the  case  for  the  long  period  of  fifty- 
eight  da^  s  after  important  testimony  had  been  given  for  the  prosecution, 
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and  with  the  xiew  to  enable  the  defendant  to  procure  contradictory  evi- 
dence. That  long  delay  left  the  jury  free  and  open  to  be  practiced  upon 
by  the  defendant  and  his  abettors — an  experiment  sure  to  be  resorted  to 
in  a  case  attended  by  high  political  excitement.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this 
government  that  the  ajournment  thus  granted  was  not  warranted  by 
reliable  precedents  in  the  administration  of  criminal  justice.  And,  again, 
this  government  thinks  that  if  the  allegation  of  surprise  was  sufficient 
to  arrest  the  trial,  the  jury  ought  to  have  been  dismissed,  and  that  a 
new  jury  should  hare  been  summoned  to  try  the  issue,  when  the  time 
arrived  at  which  the  court  thought  proper  that  theprosecution  should  pro- 
ceed. This  government  acknowledges  that  it  does  not  otherwise  find 
any  sufficient  ground  for  questioning  the  learning  or  the  impartiality  of 
the  presiding  judge  in  the  conduct  of  the  trial. 

The  guilt  of  the  accused  was  clearly  proved.  It  was  proved  by  wit- 
nesses who  in  the  main  were  credible;  and  when  the  case  rested  in  any 
degree  upon  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  whose  character  or  deport- 
ment was  suspicious,  that  testimony  was  corroborated  by  facts  and 
circumstances  which,  in  the  judgment  of  this  government,  left  no  reason- 
able doubt  of  its  truth. 

The  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  the  prosecution  seems,  therefore,  to 
fall  upon  the  jury.  They  announced  an  opinion  adverse  to  the  prosecu- 
tion upon  a  cardinal  point  with  unbecoming  impatience,  not  only  with- 
out waiting  for  the  instructions  of  the  judge,  but  even  without  waiting  to 
'hear  the  argument  of  the  counsel  for  the  Grown  upon  that  topic. 

It  was  only  by  resorting  to  a  subterfuge,  of  which  a  caudid  mind 
would  be  incapable,  that  they  found  the  defendant  innocent  of  the  knowl 
edge  that  the  vessel  he  was  so  industriously  supplying  with  seamen  was 
preparing  for  a  cruise  of  piracy,  instead  of  a  mere  trial-trip  or  a  peaceful 
voyage  to  China.  The  readiness  with  which  they  came  this  conclu- 
sion, and  the  popular  applause  whicli  greeted  it,  leave  little  room  to 
doubt  that  the  jury  rendered  their  unjust  verdict  under  the  influence  of 
a  national  enmity  towards  the  United  States,  which  the  counsel  for  the 
defendant  so  artfully  labored  to  awaken  in  the  panel. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  trial — the  only  remedy  which  her  Majesty's 
government  opened  to  the  United  States  to  save  themselves  from  piratical 
warfare  by  British  subjects.  So  far  as  the  defendant  is  concerned,  he 
goes  unpunished,  and  another  judicial  triumph  is  given  in  a  British  court 
to  subjects  of  the  Crown  who  are  diligently  engaged  and  systematically 
combined  in  fitting  out  hostile  expeditions  against  the  United  States. 
It  remains  for  us  only  to  say  that  the  United  States  cannot  hereafter 
deem  themselves  called  upon  to  appeal  to  British  tribunals  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  British  neutrality  laws.  This  government  cannot  again  vol- 
untarily bring  the  American  people  before  a  tribunal  where  justice  is 
denied  them  with  evasion,  contumely,  and  insxilt.  In  communicating 
these  opinions  of  this  government  to  Earl  Eussell,  you  will  remind  him 
that  the  Shenandoah  is  still  at  large  upon  the  high  seas;  that  the  Eappa- 
hannock,  now  virtually  used  as  a  receiving  ship  under  the  direction  of 
insurgents  at  Liverpool  and  London,  is  detained  at-Oalais,  only  through 
the  good  offices  of  the  French  government,  and  that  the  Olinde,  alias 
Stoerkodder,  alias  the  Stonewall,  with  her  British  armament  and  crew, 
is  detained  at  Perrol,  not  at  all  through  British  interposition,  but  only 
by  the  watchfulness  of  the  United  States  navy.  This  government,  there- 
fore, again  appeals  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  a  rescinding  of  such 
great  national  wrong.. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,      

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Ohakles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dio.,  <fcc,,  die. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Fo.  1321,]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  25, 1865, 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  9th  of  March,  No.  890,  has  been  received. 
I  learn  from  it  that  Rumble,  who  was  acquitted  by  a  jury  of  Middlesex 
of  the  charge  of  equipping  the  pirate  Victor,  alias  Rappahannock,  has 
been  relieved  by  her  Majesty's  government  from  active  naval  service, 
and  put  upon  the  half-pay  list,  as  a  proof  that,  notwithstanding  the  ver- 
dict referred  to,  his  official  conduct  is  nevertheless  disapproved.  This 
proceeding  of  the  government  is  accepted  as  a  new  evidence  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  government  which  I  have  already  acknowledged  with  sincere 
satisfaction. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  <fcc.,  (&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  1099.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  1, 1865. 
Sir:  The  case  of  Captain  P.  S.  Corbett,  wlio  stands  charged  with  hav- 
ing enlisted  certain  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  on  board  the  Sea  King,  alias 
Shenandoah,  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  came  up  in  the 
court  of  Queen's  bench  on  Wednesday.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose, 
copies  of  the  Times,  of  to-day  and  yesterday,  containing  a  report  of 
the  proceedings. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•       CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLLAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

fFor  report  of  trial  of  Captain  Ccbett  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.J 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1630.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  18, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  1st  of  December,  No.  1099, 
inclosing  copies  of  the  London  Times  of  the  30th  ultimo  and  1st  instant, 
containing  a  report  of  the  proceedings  before  the  court  of  Queen's  bench 
in  the  case  of  Capain  Corbett,  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

The  actual  result  of  this  case  excites  no  surprise  here.    Of  complaints 
of  the  character  above  named  there  have,  perhaps,  been  enough  at  pres- 
ent.   But  should  you  think  otherwise,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  the 
proper  representations  to  this  department.. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 
[For  trial  of  Captain  Corbett  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
No.  14.] 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

]N"o.  84.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  10, 1861. 

Sie:  I  send  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  just  received  frbm  Mr.  Francis 
Bernard,  in  the  island  of  Trinidad.  It  shows  a  clear  case  of  connivance 
by  the  authorities  of  that  island  with  the  insurgents  of  the  United 
States,  in  violation  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this  government,  if  the 
facts .  are  truly  presented.  You  will  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of 
Lord  EusseU,  and  will,  if  the  case  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  explained, 
ask  for  such  proceedings  in  the  premises  as  shall  make  the  authorities 
of  the  island  sensible  of  the  displeasure  of  the  imperial  government, 
and  prevent  such  occurrences  in  the  future. 

For  your  satisfaction,  I  state  that  a  new  consul  has  been  appointed  at 
Q?rinidad,  and  that  he  is  now  on  his  way  to  that  island. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  c&c,  (fee,  &e. 

[For  inclosed  letter  of  Mr.  Bernard  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch,  October 
4, 1861,  No.  53,  to  Mr.  Beward,  post] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

1^0.  50.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  28, 1861. 
Sir  :  *  *  *  *  * 

During  my  stay  at  Abergeldie  I  alluded  to  instructions  received  at 
the  moment  of  my  leaving  London,  in  your  dispatch,  No.  84,  of  the  10th 
of  September,  directing  me  to  make  a  complaint  of  the  authorities  at 
Trinidad  for  their  mode  of  reception  of  the  insurgent  privateer,  the 
Sumter.  I  read  to  him  [Earl  EusseU]  the  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Bernard,  which  was  inclosed.  But  I  contented  myself  with  only  men- 
tioning the  subject,  as  I  said  I  supposed  I  should  be  obliged  to  present 
the  case  hereafter,  in  a  more  formal  way,  in  writing. 

His  lordship  expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  take  that  course.  The 
matter  had  already  come  before  the  colonial  office,  and  it  had  been 
referred  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  to  report  what  was  the  action 
proper  to  be  taken  in  similar  cases. 

#  #  *  *  *  « 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  53.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  4, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  85  to  89,  both  inchisive. 

The  dispatch,  l^To.  85,  dated  the  10th  of  September,  like  its  immediate 
predecessor,  No.  84,  of  the  same  date,  though  received  here  a  week 
earlier,  relates  to  cases  of  violation  of  neutrality  in  the  British  islands 
in  the  West  Indies.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of  two  notes 
addressed  by  me  to  Lord  EusseU,  one  of  the  30th  of  September,  and  the 
other  of  the  following  day,  touching  these  questions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Second  inclosure  printed  under  head  of  "  Enforcement  of  Neutrality," 
'•  General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  520.  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Adams,  No.  85,  September  10,  1861,  printed  under  "  Enforcement  of 
Neutrality,"  "General  Subject,"  Yol.  I,  p.  518. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  September  30, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  inform  the  right  honorable 
Earl  EusseU,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  that  he  has  been  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  prefer  a  complaint  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad 
for  a  %dolation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid 
and  encouragement  to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States.  It  appears  by 
an  extract  from  a  letter  received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  a  gentle- 
man believed  to  be  worthy  of  credit,  a  resident  of  Trinidad,  Mr.  Francis 
Bernard,  a  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith,  that  a  steam  vessel, 
known  as  an  armed  insurgent  privateer,  called  the  Sumter,  was  received 
on  the  30th  of  July  last  at  that  port,  and  was  permitted  to  remain  for 
six  days,  during  which  time  she  was  not  only  furnished  with  all  neces- 
sary supplies  for  the  continuance  of  her  cruise,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
attorney  general,  but  that  her  Majesty's  flag  was  actually  hoisted  on  the 
government  flag-staff  in  acknowledgment  of  her  arrival. 

The  undersigned  has  been  directed  by  his  government  to  bring  this 
extraordinary  proceeding  to  the  attention  of  Lord  EusseU,  and,  in  case 
it  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  explained,  to  ask  for  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  shall  insure,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  the  island,  the 
prevention  of  all  occurrences  of  the  kind  during  the  continuance  of  the 
difficulties  in  America. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  absence 
of  any  of&oial  representation  from  Trinidad  to  substantiate  the  present 
complaint,  that  there  was  no  consul  of  the  United  States  there  at  the 
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time  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel.  The  undersigned  had  the  honor,  a  few 
days  since,  to  apprise  Lord  Eussell  of  the  fact  that  this  deficiency  had 
been  since  supplied,  by  preferring  an  application  for  her  Majesty's  exe- 
quatur for  a  new  consul,  who  is  already  on  his  way  to  occupy  his  post. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Earl  Eussell  the  assurances  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

OHAELES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Eussell,  (fee,  (fee,  (&c. 


Mr.  Bernard  to  Mr.  Seward. 

y 

[Extract.] 

Trinidad,  August  7, 18G1. 

Sir  :  I  beg  tb  inform  you  that  on  the  30th  ultimo  a  steam  sloop-of- 
war  (Semmes  commander)  carrying  a  secession  flag,  iive  guns,  some  of  a 
large  caliber,  and  a  crew  of  from  120  to  150  men,  sailed  boldly  in  our 
harbor  and  reported  herself  to  the  authorities  of  this  island  as  being 
on  a  cruise.  She  was  last  from  Puerto  Cabello ;  and  since  she  succeeded 
in  getting  out  of  the  Mississippi  river  she  has  already  captured  no  less 
than  eleven  American  vessels.  I  have  ascertained  the  names  of  some 
of  them,  viz  :  the  Joseph  Maxwell,  Abe  Bradford,  Minnie  Miller,  West 
Wiad,  of  Westerly,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  from  Havana,  and  Golden 
Eocket,  which  was  burnt  by  her  off  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

The  Sumter  landed  eight  of  her  prisoners  here  in  a  destitute  condi- 
tion ;  but  a  contribution  has  been  raised  here  for  their  benefit,  sufftcient 
to  supply  their  immediate  wants,  and  I  will  take  care  that  they  are 
provided  for  tiU  an  opportunity  offers  to  ship  them  to  the  States. 

The  Sumter  remained  here  tiU  the  5th  instant,  and  was  £fllowed  to 
supply  herself  with  coals  and  other  necessary  outfits.  The  British  flag 
was  hoisted  on  the  government  flag  staff  for  her  arrival,  and  the  officers 
of  the  British  war  vessel  Cadmus  appeared  to  be  on  amicable  terms 
with  those  of  the  Sumter.  The  merchant  who  supplied  the  Sumter  with 
coals  did  it  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  our  attorney  general. 

Being  a  loyal  American,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  send  you  these  infor- 
mations, as  there  has  been  no  consul  of  our  nation  in  this  island  for 
many  months. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FEAXCIS  BEENAED. 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 


]sfo.  58.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  11,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  to  me 
of  the  4:th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad,  made  under  instructions  from  the 

department.  .    ■  ^ 

It  will  appear  from  this,  that  the  governor  of  Trinidad,  by  hoisting 
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the  Britisli  flag  on  the  govemment  flag-Staff,  probably  desired  to  signify 
to  the  officers  of  the  Sumter,  on  their  arrival,  the  neutral  character  of  the 
island,  but  that  he  in  the  mean  time  forgot  that  the  act  is  susceptible  of 

a  very  different  construction  in  the  popular  mind. 

****** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  EEAl!fOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLTAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKEiGN  Office,  October  4, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  complaint  from  Mr.  Adams,  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  this 
court,  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad  for  a  violation  of 
her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  received  at  the  colonial  office  and  at  the 
admiralty,  that  a  vessel  bearing  a  secession  flag  entered  the  port  of  Trin- 
idad on  the  30th  of  July  last. 

Captain  Hillyar,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Gadmus,  having  sent  a  boat 
to  ascertain  her  nationality,  the  commanding  officer  showed  a  commis- 
sion signed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  calling  himself  the  president  of  the 
so-styled  Confederate  States. 

The  Sumter,  which  was  the  vessel  in  question,  was  allowed  to  stay 
six  days, at  Trinidad,  and  to  supply  herself  with  coals  and  provisions, 
and  the  attorney  general  of  the  island  perceived  no  illegality  in  these 
proceedings. 

The  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  reported  that  the  conduct  of  the 
governor  was  in  conformity  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

]Sro  mention  is  made  by  the  governor  of  his  hoisting  the  British  flag  on 
the  government  flag-staff;  and  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  in  order  to 
show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

There  does  not  appear,  therefore,  any  reason  to  believe  that  her  Ma- 
jesty's proclamation  of  neutrality  has  been  violated  by  the  governor  of 
Trinidad,  or  by  the  commanduig  officer  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Cadmus. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

RUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adajves,  Esq.,  &c.,  cfcc,  <&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  112.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  29, 1861. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  October  11,  Ko.  58,  has  been  received.  It  is 
accompanied  by  Lord  Eassell's  reply  to  the  note  which  you  addressed  to 
him  by  my  direction,  asking  an  explanation  of  the  conduct  of  the  colo- 
nial authorities  in  Trinidad  on  the  occasion  of  the  entrance  of  the  pirat- 
ical vessel  the  Sumter  into  that  port. 
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Lord  Eussell  admits  that  tlie  Sumter,  (an  armed  American  vessel,) 
bearing  an  insurgent  flag,  entered  the  port  of  Trinidad,  and  when  boarded 
and  required  to  show  her  nationality,  her  commanding  officer  showed  no 
legal  authority  from  this  government,  but  a  pretended  commission  from 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  notoriously  engaged  in  arms  against  them. 
Notwithstanding  these  facts,  it  is  not  denied  that  the  governor  of  the 
island  hoisted  the  British  flag  on  the  government  flag-staff,  although  it 
is  stated  by  Lord  EusseU  that,  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  done  in  order 
to  show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

His  lordship,  however,  admits  that  the  Sumter  was  allowed  to  re- 
main six  days  in  Trinidad,  and  that  during  her  stay  she  was  allowed  to 
supply  herself  with  coals  and  provisions.  The  armament,  the  insurgent 
flag,  and  the  spurious  commission  told  the  governor,  as  they  sufficiently 
prove  to  her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  Sumter  .is  and  can  be 
nothing  else  than  a  piratical  vessel.  Her  depredations  on  the  commerce 
of  this  country  form  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  times.  The  British  gov- 
ernment has,  moreover,  been  directly  informed  by  us  that  the  Sumter 
is  a  piratical  craft,  and  that  the  navigators  and  seamen  on  board  of  her 
are  pirates,  punishable  by  the  laws  of  their  own  country  with  death. 
Lord  Eussell  informs  us  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  never- 
theless reported  that  the  conduct  of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Trinidad 
is  in  conformity  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation.  Her  Majesty's  govern*- 
ment  dismiss  our  complaint  from  their  consideration. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  instruct  you  to  inform 
the  British  government  that  the  President  deeply  regrets  that  Lord  Eus- 
seU is  altogether  unable  to  give  to  our  coniplaint  a  satisfactory  solution. 

When  it  is  considered  how  important  a  part  commerce  plays  among 
the  interests  of  our  country,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States  cannot 
consent  that  pirates  engaged  in  destroying  it  shall  receive  shelter  and 
supplies  in  the  ports  of  friendly  nations.  It  tends  to  the  universal 
derangement  of  commerce  when  piracy  is  anywhere  tolerated,  and  there- 
fore its  suppression  is  a  common  interest  of  all  civilized  countries.  But 
if  any  one  power  fails  to  pifeserve  this  interest,  and  to  act  for  the  com- 
mon welfare,  then  it  is  easy  to  see  that  each  state  must  provide  for  its 
own  security  at  whatever  cost,  and  however  it  may  disturb  the  general 
harmony  of  the  commercial  world. 

This  government  wiU  consider  how  its  safety  may  be  best  secured;  but 
it  cannot  forbear  from  expressing  a  hope  that  her  Majesty's  ministers, 
in  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  question,  may  deem  the  subject  worthy  of 
a  deliberate  reconsideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Chables  5'kancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  cfcc,  &c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  1, 1863,  page  101.] 

No.  109, 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  November  i,  1861. 
Mt  Loed  :  Mr.  Seward  spoke  to  me,  the  day  before  yesterday,  respect- 
ing the  admission  of  the  confederate  vessel  Sumter  into  British  and 
Dutch  ports. 
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With  regard  to  the  Dutch  government,  Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  had 
been  obliged  to  cause  very  serious  remonstrances  to  be  addressed  to 
them,  but  that  he  had  now  been  informed  that  they  had  given  orders 
that  the  Southern  privateers  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  in  a  Dutch  port.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that  it  had 
been  declared  that  these  orders  had  not  been  issued  in  deference  to  the 
representations  of  the  United  States  government ;  but  this  was  imma- 
terial ;  so  long  as  the  privateers  were  excluded  in  practice,  he  did  not 
care  to  inquire  on  what  ground  that  was  done. 

Mr.  Seward  then  mentioned  the  reception  of  the  Sumter  at  Trinidad, 
and  alluded  to  your  lordship's  note  to  Mr.  Adams  of  the  4th  of  October, 
on  the  subject.  He  said  he  had  been  obliged  to  send  immediately 
instructions  to  Mr.  Adams  with  regard  to  that  note.  He  did  not  tell  me 
the  nature  of  those  iastructions,  but  he  spoke  to  me  of  the  affair  in  a 
tone  of  complaint,  and  dwelt  especially  on  the  length  of  time  during 
which  the  Sumter  had  been  allowed  to  remain  at.Trinidad,  and  on  the 
supplies  which  she  had  obtained  there.  He  said  that  France,  and,  he 
thought,  all  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  refused  to  allow  privateers  to 
remain  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  their  ports.  He  could  hardly 
conceive  that  England  wished  to  stand  alone  as  the  only  power  which 
admitted  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  without  restriction,  into  its 
harbors.  He  supposed  that  the  matter  could  hardly  have  been  presented 
in  this  light  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  observed  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  I  supposed  that  in  this  matter  each 
power  had  looked  back  to  precedents,  and  taken  the  course  which  had 
been  usual  with  it  on  similar  occasions  in  former  times.  In  one  point 
the  English  rule  was,  I  said,  more  stringent  than  that  of  France  and 
many  other  powers,  for  armed  vessels  were  not  allowed  to  carry  their 
prizes  into  British  ports  for  any  time,  however  short. 

Mr.  Seward  did  not  pursue  the  conversation.  He  merely  said  that  he 
had  wished  to  mention  the  matter  to  me  in  the  hope  that  I  might  do 
something  toward  getting  it  satisfactorily  settled. 


I  have,  &c.. 


LTOIfS. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  5, 1862,  p.  11.] 
No.  14. 
Earl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons, 
[Extracts.] 

FoEEiaN  Office,  December  19, 1861, 
My  Lord  :♦*  *  *  *  *  *  *  # 

Mr.  Seward  then  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  American  government 
-value  highly  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain,  and  lament  that  certain 
causes  of  difference  have  arisen,  owing,  as  Mr.  Seward  imagines,  to  the 
want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  incumbent  on  a  friendly  power  during  the  strug- 
gle in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged.  Mr.  Seward  gives  as 
instances  the  case  of  communication  to  the  confederate  authorities  by 
Mr.  Bunchj  the  admission  of  the  Sumter,  privateer,  to  purchase  coal 
and  provisions  at  Trinidad,  in  distinction,  as  he  said,  to  the  conduct  of 
every  European  state;  and  the  arrival  in  the  southern  States  of  vessels 
laden  with  arms  and  ammunition  firom  England. 
*  #■»  *  *  #  *  «  #  « 
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With  regard  to  the  confederate  privateer,  I  said  that  I  could  not  see 
that  our  conduct  had  been  different  from  that  of  Prance  and  Holland,  or 
of  Spain.  The  Sumter  had  been  refused  coal  from  the  government 
stores  at  Trinidad,  but  had  been  allowed  to  get  coal  and  provisions  from 
private  merchants.  The  same  thing  had  taken  place  at  Martinique  and 
at  Curagoa.  I  did  not  find  that  the  rule  of  twenty-four  hours  had  been 
observed  in  practice,  but  there  would  be  little  difficulty  in  coming  to  an 
agreement  on  this  point. 
********** 

I  am,  &c., 

EUSSBLL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ISTo.  99.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  10,  186^ 
Sm  :*  *  *.#  *„*  *  *  * 

Just  on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  last  Saturday's  steamer  I  received, 
by  telegram  from  the  consul  at  Cadiz,  notice  of  the  arrival  at  that  port 
of  the  Sumter,  with  the  news  that  she  had  destroyed  three  vessels  on 
her  way  from  Eio  Janeiro.  I  sent  it  on  forthwith,  by  telegraph,  to  the 
collector  of  New  York.  I  am  told  that  the  plan  has  been,  in  contem- 
plation of  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  start 
five  steamers  at  once  out  of  the  ports  of  Europe,  to  wit:  the  NashviUe, 
the  Bermuda,  the  Sumter,  the  Pa-ciflc,  and  one  more,  with  the  view  of 
preying  on  our  commerce,  and  of  jointly  resisting  the  attack  of  any  one 
or  more  of  our  vessels  of  war  that  might  come  over  to  protect  it.  The 
not  happening  of  the  war  has  probably  disturbed  the  arrangement  to 
some  extent.  The  outfits  cannot  be  so  easily  made  as  was  anticipated. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  Tuscarora  has  arrived  at  Southampton.  The 
Nashville  is  not  yet  out  of  dock,  but  she  is  on  the  point  of  departure. 
The  Bermuda  is  understood  to  have  left  Havre  nominally  for  Liverpool, 
but  for  what  real  destination  I  do  not  yet  learn.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  somewhat  doubtful  whether  much  confidence  has  been 
gained  by  the  acquisition  of  one  steamer.  I  have  not  yet  heard  directly 
from  her  commander, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Spragtie  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No,  3,J  Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  January  25,  1862. 

Sib  :  Ercthis  reaches  your  department  your  excellency  will  have  been 
informed,  through  our  legations  at  London  and  Madrid,  of  the  appear- 
ance in  this  port,  since  the  night  of  the  18th  instant,  of  the  steamer 
Sumter,  and  of  her  exploits  at  a  short  distance  from  this  rock. 

From  the  moment  of  her  arrival  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  con- 
sulate I  lost  no  time  in  placing  myself  in  communication  with  the  authori- 
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ties  at  this  port  and  its  vicinity,  as  well  as  with  our  minister  at  London,_ 
on  the  subject  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  ot 
waiting  upon  your  excellency  with  copies*  of  all  the  correspondence  that 
has  so  far  transpired  on  account  of  this  rebel  cruiser. 

Up  to  this  hour  (9  p.  m.)  the  Sumter  remains  quiet  in  port ;  has  not 
yet  coaled,  and  the  general  impression  seems  to  be  that  she  will  not  be 
ready  for  sea  for  some  days  to  come  ,•  still,  I  shall  not  feel  easy  for  the 
safety  of  our  merchant  vessels  out  of  gunshot  distance  of  this  fortress 
until  federal  armed  cruisers  make  their  appearance  in  these  waters. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
'      '  HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 


United  States  Consul. 


Hon.  WiLLiM  H.  Sewabd 


Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

« 

[Extracts.]  • 

'Eo.  108.]  Legation  of  the  IJnited  States, 

London,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir  •*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  regular 

accounts,  by  telegraph,  of  the  movements  of  the  Sumter,  and  likewise  a 

report  in  a  letter,  which,  at  his  request,  I  forward  to  the  department. 

#  #  #  #  #_#  *  *■#  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAIfOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Sprague  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  January  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inclose  copies  of  the  telegrams  I  had  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  yesterday,  respecting  the  arrival  here  on  the  previous 
night  of  the  steamer  Sumter. 

The  moment  she  appeared  in  this. port  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  this  fortress  on  the  subject  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  and  I  now 
beg  to  inclose  copies  of  the  whole  correspondence  that  has  taken  place, 
adding  a  copy  of  the  protest  of  the  master  of  the  late  bark  IsTeapolitan, 
which  vessel  was  destroyed  by  the  Sumter  before  comiag  into  this  port. 

The  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  which  was  the  other  vessel  over- 
hauled by  the  Sumter,  was  afterward  released  on  the  plea  of  being 
owned  one-fourth  ia  one  of  the  southern  ports,  but  not  until  her  captain 
had  executed  and  delivered  a  ransom  bond  for  $11,250,  in  favor  of  the 
commander  of  the  rebel  steamer.  The  Investigator  will  preceed  on  her 
voyage  to  Newport,  England,  first  fair  wind.  The  crew  of  the  S'eapolitan 
is  now  being  placed  under  the  charge  of  this  consulate,  and  I  shall  dis- 
pose of  these  seamen  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

*  Printed  witli  dispatch,  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,. No.  108,  of  January  30, 1862, 
post. 
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In  the  face  of  what  the  British  governor  here  has  addressed  to  me,  I 
deeply  regret  that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  this  consulate  to  detain  the 
Sumter  in  port,  and  I  fear  that  nothing  now  but  an  armed  federal  vessel 
could  check  her  movements,  now  so  dangerous  to  our  commerce. 

I  was  able  yesterday  evening  to  charter  a  British  tug-boat  to  go  a  few 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  Eock,  for  the  purpose  of  warning  all  Amer- 
ican wind-bound  vessels  in  sight  that  they  were  running  risk  of  capture 
by  the  Sumter  by  continuing  to  cruise  off  the  Straits,  and  several  of  our 
merchant  vessels  have  already  availed  of  the  advice  and  entered  this 
port  to  a  safe  anchorage. 

1  have  also  telegraphed  the  same  information  throughout  the  Medi- 
terranean ports  to  our  consuls,  and  others  interested  in  American  com- 
merce. The  Sumter  remains  in  port,  and  it  is  reported  she  will  be  sup- 
plied with  coal  here  by  private  parties  in  the  coal  trade.  I  shaU  con- 
tinue to  keep  a  strict  watch  over  her  movements,  and  shall,  in  due 
course,  telegraph  to  your  excellency  any  important  facts  for  transmis- 
sion to  our  Secretary  of  State. 

Being  quite  hard  pressed  for  time,  I  shall  feel  under  great  obligations 
if  your  excellency  will  kindly  make  known  the  contents  of  the  present 
commimication  to  our  government  at  Washington,  forwarding,  at  the 
same  time,  the  inclosures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPEAOUE. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Exteaoedinaey  and  Ministee 

Plenipotentiabt  of  the  United  States  of  America,  cfic,  London. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Per  telegraph.] 


JANUAEY  19,  1862. 


Sumter  arrived  here  last  night  with  crews  of  captured  vessels.    Par- 
ticulars not  yet  ascertained. 

SPEAGUE. 

January  19, 1862. 
Bark  Keapolitan,  of  Kingston,  destroyed  by  Sumter.    Captain  and 
crew  safe  in  my  charge.    Bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  permitted  to 
proceed  to  England,  cargo  being  British ;  captain  giving  bond  for  eleven 
thousand  dollars.    Sumter  at  anchor  here. 

SPEAGUE. 
Mr.  ADAJVts, 

American  Minister,  London. 


Copy  of  the  indorsement  made  by  the  commander  of  the  steamer  Sumter  on 
the  register  of  the  America/n,  baric  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  Maine,  cap- 
tured by  the  Sumter  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1862,  and  released  on  the  same  day. 

The  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  Maine,  was  captured  in  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1862,  by  the  Confederate 
States  steamer  Sumter,  and  released  on  ransom  bond,  having  on  board 
a  cargo  belonging  to  English  subjects. 

E.  SEMMES,  Commwnder. 
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Protest  of  Andrew  Burditt. 
CONSULATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,   GIBRALTAR. 

Before  me,  Horatio  Jones  Sprague,  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  this  port  of  Gibraltar,  personally  came  and  appeared  this 
day  Andrew  Burditt,  master  of  the  late  American  bark  ^iSTeapolitan,  of 
Kingston,  who  reported  having  sailed  from  Messina  on  or  about  the  28th 
day  of  December  last  past,  laden  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  sulphur  and 
•green  fruit,  and  bound  for  Boston.    That  during  the  voyage  he  expe- 
rienced variable  weather,  and  that  on  or  about  the  16th  day  of  January 
instant  he  made  theEock  of  Gibraltar,  strong  westerly  winds  prevailing 
at  the  time,  and  was  endeavoring  to  work  up  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
when  at  about  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant,  Ceuta 
bearing  south  about  two  miles  and  a  half  distant,  with  moderate  and 
baffling  winds  from  the  westward,  a  steamer  was  seen  steaming  east, 
with  the  ensign  of  the  United  States  of  America  flying ;  soon  after,  the 
said  steamer  squared  right  for  the  said  bark  Neapolitan,  and  she  came 
alongside,  ordering  the  said  appearant  to  heave  to ;  a  boat  was  sent  on 
board  from  the  said  steamer,  which  took  the  said  appearant  on  board 
the  said  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Confederate  States  steamer 
Sumter,  commanded  by  Captain  E.  Semmes,  with  a  crew  of  about  sev- 
enty.men.    That  a  boat  with  a  full  crew  was  then  sent  from  the  said 
steamer  to  the  said  bark  Neapolitan,  who  began  stripping  ever5'thing 
from  her  in  the  shape  of  sails,  rigging,  oU,  paints,  provisions,  &c., 
which  were  then  put  on  board  the  Sumter — the  said  steamer  hoisting, 
the  Confederate  States  flag  and  lowering  the  ensign  of  the  United 
States  of  America  (which  she  had  previously  hoisted)  from  the  moment 
she  took  possession  of  the  said  bark  Neapolitan.    That  in  the  mean- 
time the  said  steamer  Sumter  captured  the  American  bark  Investigator, 
of  Searsport,  from  Garrucha,  loaded  with  mineral  ore  for  Newport, 
(England,)  which  vessel  was  afterward  allowed  to  continue  her  voyage 
to  Newport,  in  consequence  of  the  master  of  said  bark  giving  a  ransom 
bond  for  $11,250,  in  favor  of  Captain  E.  Semmes,  of  the  aforesaid 
steamer  Sumter,  and  for  her  being  partly  owned  in  a  southern  port  of 
the  United  States.    That  then  the  crew  of  the  said  bark  Neapolitan 
was  placed  on  board  the  said  bark  Investigator,  and  came  into  this 
port,  where  they  anchored  this  morning  at  four  o'clock,  the  said  appear- 
ant having  been  previously  deprived  of  eighty-six  dollars  belonging  to 
him,  together  with  his  chronometer,  sextant,  and  charts,  by  the  afore- 
said Captain  E.  Semmes,  of  the  said  steamer.    That  at  about  three 
o'clock  last  evening  the  aforesaid  bark  Neapolitan  was  fired  by  the  crew 
of  the  aforesaid  steamer,  at  about  eighteen  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Eock  of  Gibraltar. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing,  the  said  appearant  herewith  solemnly 
and  publicly  protests  against  the  said  steamer  Sumter,  her  commander 
aforesaid,  officers  and  crew,  and  aU  which  in  right  ought  to  be  protested 
against,  all  losses,  costs,  damages,  detriments,  and  expenses  which  have 
or  hath  arisen,  or  which  may  accrue  to  those  concerned  in  the  aforesaid 
late  American  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  or  the  proprietors  of  the 
cargo  in  consequence  thereof. 

This  done  and  protested,  the  said  Andrew  Burditt  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand,  in  Gibraltar,  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

ANDEEW  BUEDITT. 

Sworn  before  me  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

U.  8.  Consul,  Gibraltar, 
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I  certify  that  the  foregoing  contaias  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  protest 
of  the  master  of  the  late  American  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  duly 
registered  in  this  consulate,  and,  as  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  original,  is 
entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  in 
Gibraltar,  this  20th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

U.  8.  Consul^  Gibraltar. 


Declaration  of  the  officers  of  the  ia/rTc  Neajgolitan. 

CONSTILATB  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMEEICA,   GIBRALTAR. 

Appeared  personally,  and  solemnly  and  sincerely  declared,  on  this 
twenty-third  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862,  Andrew  Burditt,  master, 
Jacob  Doyle,  first  ofllcer,  and  Edward  Houdlett,  second  of&cer,  of  the 
late  American  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  322  tons,  or  thereabouts ; 
that  they  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  bark  Neapolitan  from  Messina  on 
or  about  the  28th  day  of  December,  1861,  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  brim- 
stone and  gTcen  fruit,  and  bound  for  Boston ;  that  during  the  voyage 
they  experienced  variable  weather,  and  nothing  of  particular  note  occur- 
red untU  the  morning  of  the  18th  January  instant,  the  wind  being  about 
northwest,  and  they  then  were  close  to  Oeuta,  the  center  thereof  bearing 
south  and  by  east ;  that  at  about  a  quarter  before  seven  o'clock  they 
observed  a  steamship,  with  American  colors  flying,  running  to  the  east- 
ward, which  immediately  afterward  stood  toward  them ;  that  the  colors 
were  ordered  to  be  hoisted,  and  while  the  mate  was  bending  them. on, 
the  steamer  spoke  them  and  ordered  them  to  heave  to ;  presently  a  boat 
came  from  the  steamer  and  directed  the  master  to  carry  aU  the  ship's 
papers  to  the  steamer ;  that  the  master  went  in  the  steamer's  boat,  carry- 
ing her  papers ;  that  the  said  bark  Neapolitan  was  lying  to,  with  her 
head  towards  Ceuta,  within  about  one  and  a  half  mile  of  the  shore,  and 
the  moment  the  boat  with  the  master  and  papers  reached  the  strange 
steamer  she  hoisted  confederate  colors  and  hailed  the  aforesaid  bark 
Neapolitan,  ordering  her  to  wear ;  that  the  Neapolitan  wore,  and  a  boat 
came  from  the  steamer  with  an  officer.  As  soon  as  the  boat  reached  the 
aforesaid  bark  Neapolitan  the  officer  declared  her  to  be  a  prize,  and 
ordered  her  men  aloft  to  cut  away  the  saUs.  At  this  time  the  wind  was 
moderate,  but  it  very  soon  freshened  up,  and  the  men  of  the  steamer 
wore  the  aforesaid  bark  Neapolitan  again,  and  having  run  before  the 
wind  for  a  mile  and  a  half  they  hove  her  to  again  on  the  starboard  tack. 
The  crew  of  the  aforesaid  bark  Neapolitan  were  then  ordered  to  pack  up 
their  things  and  go  on  board  of  the  bark  Investigator,  another  American 
bark  which  the  steamer  had  been  boarding ;  that  at  about  ten  o'clock 
they  were  forced  away  from  their  ship  and  went  on  board  the  bark  Inves- 
tigator, leaving  their  ship,  the  Neapolitan,  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Confederate  States  armed  steamer  Sumter,  who  were 
now  busily  employed  in  taking  out  her  stores.  That  the  aforesaid  bark 
Investigator  made  sail  and  stood  towards  Gibraltar,  and  about  two 
o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  they  saw  the  Neapolitan  in  flames,  burned 
by  the  aforesaid  steamer  Sumter. 

And  these  appearers  again  most  positively  declare  that  their  late  bark 
Neapolitan  was  within  one  and  a  half  mile  of  Ceuta  and  the  coast  of 
Morocco,  or  certainly  a  very  long  way  within  cannon-shot,  at  the  time 
she  was  boarded  and  seized  by  the  Sumter. 

ANDEEW  BUEDITT. 

JACOB  DOYLE. 

EDWARD  HOUDLETT. 
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Declared  at  Gibraltar,  this  twenty-third  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  by  the  said  Andrew  Burditt,  Jacob  Doyle, 
and  Edward  Houdlett,  before  me. 

JAMES  C.  EELPH, 

Notary  Puhlic,  Gibraltar, 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  writing  contains  a  rerbatim  copy  of  the 
original  document,  duly  registered  in  this  consulate,  and,  as  a  verbatim 
copy  of  the  original,  is  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  ofBce,  in  Gibraltar,  this  25th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, A.  D.  1862. 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Sir  William  Codrington. 

Fnitbd  States  Consulate, 

Gibraltar,  January  18, 1862 — 9  p.  m. 

Deae  General  :  I  just  learn  that  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter  has  en- 
tered this  port  a  few  moments  since,  after  destroying  one  or  two  of  our 
merchant  vessels  within  sight  of  this  rock. 

I  hope  your  excellency  wiU  give  such  orders  as  may  prevent  this  rebel 
cruiser  from  obtaining  the  necessary  facilities  and  making  equipments 
for  the  continuation  of  her  unlawful  vocation. 

The  probability  of  the  Sumter  being  visited  by  the  sanitary  authorities 
at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  makes  me  anxious  that  the  present  note 
should  reach  your  excellency's  hands  at  an  early  moment ;  hence  the 
reason  of  my  addressing  you  at  this  advanced  hour  of  the  night,  and  for 
which  I  beg  to  offer  to  your  excellency  many  apologies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  General  Sir  Willlam  Codrington,  K.  C.  B., 

Governor  of  Gibraltar,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Gibraltar,  January  19,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
federate steamer  Sumter,  now  at  anchor  in  this  bay. 

His  excellency  desires  me,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  the  instructions 
contained  in  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  the  13th  May  last,  (published 
in  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  1st  June,  1861,)  with  reference  to  the 
strict  neutrality  to  be  observed  by  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  contest 
between  the  government  of  the  TJnited  States  of  America  and  certain 
States  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  wUl  be 
strictly  carried  out  with  regard  to  the  rights  and  obligations  toward 
both  belligerent  parties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EEEBLING,  Colonial  Secretary. 
Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Gibraltar. 
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Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Freeling. 

United  States  Constjlate, 

Gibraltar,  January  19, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  th«  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  this  day's  date,  and  beg  to  say,  in  reply,  that  I  fully  count  upon 
his  excellency  the  governor  preventing  the  neutrality  of  this  port  and 
fortress  from  being  compromised  by  southern  armed  cruisers  to  the 
detriment  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

His  excellency  the  governor  is  already  informed  of  the  particulars  of 
the  destruction  of  property  yesterday  by  the  Sumter  in  sight  of  this 
rock;  the  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  (United  States  of  America,) 
was  captured  and  destroyed  by  this  steamer,  and  the  crew  were  sent  to 
this  port  by  the  American  bark  Investigator,  at  first  captured  by  the 
Sumter,  and  then  released  on  her  master  handing  to  the  commander  of 
the  Sumter  a  ramson  bond  "for  $11,250.  This  crew  was  put  on  board  the 
Investigator  to  go  wherever  they  pleased ;  and  being  protected  Amer- 
ican seamen,  I  beg  to  ask  the  favor  of  his  excellency  the  governor  to 
permit  these  men  to  place  themselves  under  the  charge  of  this  consulate, 
so  that  I  may  provide  for  their  subsistence  and  return  to  their  homes. 
They  are  entirely  destitute,  and  are  at  this  moment  a  heavy  burden  to 
the  master  of  the  American  bark  Investigator,  who  is  anxious  to  be 
relieved  of  them,  as  he  wishes  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  to  England  with- 
out farther  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Captain  S.  Freeling,  E.  A., 

Colonial  Secretary,  Gibraltar,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Gibraltar,  January  20, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  to  inform  you  that  by  some  expres- 
sions in  it  there  seems  to  be  expectation  on  your  part,  which  it  might 
not  be  in  his  excellency's  power  to  accomplish,  with  regard  to  acts  detri- 
mental to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

He  therefore  begs  me  to  remind  you  that  her  Majesty's  proclamation 
and  the  rules  of  international  law  will  form  the  limit  and  the  guide  in 
any  conduct  observed  toward  the  belligerent  parties  of  the  northern 
and  southern  States  of  America. 

The  governor  understands  that  you  wm  take  charge  of  the  crew  of  the 
I^Teapolitan,  and  he  has,  therefore,  no  objections  to  their  being  landed 
from  the  Investigator  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  FEEELING,  Colonial  Secretary. 
Horatio  J.  Si-rague,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 
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Mr.  Sfrague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  January  25, 1862, 

Sm :  I  beg  reference  to  my  communication  of  the  23d  instant,  witli 
several  inclosures  relating  to  the  Sumter. 

Up  to  this  hour  (2  p.  m.)  this  steamer  remains  quietly  at  anchor  in  this 
port,  without  taking  in  any  coal,  and  I  am  assured  she  has  only  about 
two  days'  supply  on  board. 

She  has  unbent  her  sails  and  is  painting,  and  it  is  generally  believed 
will  not  leave  port  for  some  days ;  in  the  mean  time  our  merchant  ves- 
sels are  sliding  off  to  their  respective  destinations  during  the  night,  and 
I  sincerely  hope  some  federal  vessel  of  war  may  soon  appear  here,  to 
prevent  any  further  trouble  to  our  shipping. 

Nothing  further  has  transpired  between  this  consulate  and  the  British 
authorities  with  regard  to  the  Sumter  beyond  what  I  had  the  honor  of 
stating  and  forwarding  to  your  excellency  in  my  communications  of  the 
20th  and  23d  instant. 

The  ofllcers  of  the  Sumter  come  on  shore  more  freely,  and  are  well 
received  by  the  British  garrison,  who  seem  to  take  the  Times  newspaper 
for  their  text  book. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extbaorbinart  and 

Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Mr.  Spragvs  to  Cajatain  Warden, 

Gibraltar,  January  21, 1862. 
Sir  :  The  steamer  Sumter  stm  remains  in  this  port.  There  are  also 
several  wind-bound  American  vessels  in  this  bay,  some  of  them  likely  to 
be  towed  out  of  the  straits  at  any  moment,  and  for  the  guidance  of  their 
masters  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  inform  me  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience what  rules  you  intend  to  lay  down  or  enforce  on  the  occasion, 
in  case  any  American  vessels  should  leave  port  before  the  Sumter,  or  if 
the  Sumter  shoidd  be  outside  the  port  waiting  to  intercept  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Captain  Warden,  C.  B., 

Boyal  Navy,  Senior  Naval  Officer,  Bock  Yard,  Oibraltar. 


Captain  Warden  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Her  Majesty's  Steam  Vessel  CucKop, 

Gibraltar,  January  21, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date,  requesting  to  be  informed  what  rules  I  intend  to  lay  down 
or  enforce  as  regards  the  departure  of  American  vessels  during  the  stay 
of  the  Sumter  at  this  port,  and  to  inform  you,  in,  reply,  that  I  am  at 
present-  in  communication  with  the  law  oflcers  of  the  Crown  and  his 
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excellency  the  governor  on  this  subject,  and  that  I  will  lose  no  time  in 
acquainting  you  when  a  decision  has  been  arrived  at. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  WAEDEN, 
Captain  and  Senior  Naval  Officer. 
Horatio  J.  Spragtjb,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 


Captain  Warden  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Her  Majesty's  Steam  Vessel  Ouokoo, 

Gibraltar,  January  23,  1862.. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  on  the  subject 
ot  the  protection  to  be  afforded  to  the  merchant  shipping  of  the  United 
States  at  Gibraltar  during  the  stay  of  the  Sumter  in  this  port,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  and  guidance  extracts  from 
the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  on  that  subject. 

Commander  Semmes  was  informed  by  me  that  a  decision  had  been 
arrived  at,  "  That  American  merchant  vessels  quitting  Gibraltar  whilst 
the  Sumter  is  in  the  bay  are  entitled  to  a  start  of  twenty-four  hours 
before  being  pursued  with  a  hostile  intention,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  authorities  concerned  to  see  that  such  protection  is  extended  over 
them." 

And  iu  his  reply  of  the  same  day  he  states : 

"That  the  Sumter  will  not  pursue  within  twenty-four  hours  of  her 
departure  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  that  may  leave  the  bay  of 
Gibraltar." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PEED.  WAEDEN, 
'  Captain  and  Senior  Naval  Offiicer. 
Horatio  J.  Spra&ue,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 


Captain  Warden  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

The  Mount,  January  23,  1862. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  an  assurance  from  Commander  Semmes  to 
the  following  effect : 

"  The  Sumter  will  not  pursue  within  twenty-four  hours  of  her  depart- 
ure any  vessel  of  the  United  States  which  may  leave  the  bay  of  Gib- 
raltar." 

I  will  send  you  extracts  of  the  correspondence  shortly. 
Yours,  truly, 

FEBDEEICK  waeden. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Gibraltar  Coal  Company, 

Gibraltar,  January  20, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  18th  instant, 
advisiug  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter,  and  requesting  that  the  Gibraltar 
32  A  c— VOL.  n 
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Coal  Company  may  not  supply  tliat  steamer  with  coals.  In  reply,  I  beg 
to  inform  you  that,  having  represented  the  circumstance  to  the  directors, 
they  desire  me  to  inform  you  that,  as  the  company  has  hitherto  coaled 
the  United  States  navy,  they  had  resolved  on  not  supplying  the  steamer 
Sumter  with  coals,  and  that  they  consequently  feel  pleased  in  ha\4ng 
thus  anticipated  your  wishes. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  SMITH,  Manager. 

Horatio  J.  SpRAauE,  Esq., 

United  states  Consul,  (fee,  cfcc,  d;e. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  January  23, 1862. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  20th  instant,  with 
inclosures,  relating  to  the  arrival  here  of  the  steamer  Suinter,  and  of 
her  exi)loits  within  sight  of  this  fortress. 

I  now  come  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  was  forwarded  to 
your  excellency  on  the  following  day,  and  also  beg  to  inclose  copies  of 
further  correspondence  I  have  held  with  the  British  authorities  on  the 
subject  of  the  rebel  cruiser. 

Up  to  this  hour  (3  p.  m.)  the  Sumter  has  not  been  supplied  with  coal, 
and  T  hear  the  private  companies  for  the  sale  of  coal  in  this  market  have 
decided  to  refuse  supplying  her  with  any,  and  I  herewith  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  communication  received  from  one  of  these  companies  to  that 
effect. 

As  the  Sumter  holds  very  little  communication  with  the  shore,  and 
only  a  boat's  crew  from  her  comes  on  shore  at  one  time,  it  is  dii&cult  to 
obtain  any  accurate  or  reliable  information  respecting  the  prol5able 
movements  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  or  the  future  intentions  of  her 
commander.  StUl  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  few  days  may  yet 
transpire  before  she  is  able  to  proceed  on  her  piratical  cruise.  She 
requires  to  put  to  pieces  her  condensing  pipes,  and  may,  if  found  really 
necessary,  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  dock  yard. 

She  came  into  port  with  only  one  anchor  and  chain  cable,  and  has 
lately  supplied  herself  with  new  ones,  which  have  been  paid  for  by"  a  com- 
mercial firm  here  named  "Eichard  O.  Joyce,"  agent,  it  is  supposed,  of 
some  party  in  Cadiz,  from  whence  the  funds  are  received. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  commander  of  the  Sumter 
arrived  here  without  any  pecuniary  means  beyond  what  he  took  from 
the  masters  of  the  KeapoKtan  and  Investigator;  and  it  is  generally 
credited  here  that  the  crew  on  board  are  discontented,  and  would  will- 
ingly desert  if  an  opportunity  presented  itself.  The  curious  here  have 
been  visiting  this  vessel,  and  they  receive  very  polite  and  marked  atten- 
tion from  the  of&cers  on  board. 

Notwithstanding  the  assurance  that  an  interval  of  twenty-four  hours 
wiU  be  granted  to  American  merchant  vessels  for  leaving  the  port  while 
the  Sumter  remains  here,  I  am  of  opinion  that  nothing  but  the  presence  of 
federal  armed  cruisers  in  these  waters  would  do  away  with  the  apprehen- 
sions and  risks  our  merchant  vessels  are  now  experiencing  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Sumter  in  this  port  or  in  its  vicinity,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
your  excellency  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  telegraph  me  that  some 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  already  on  their  way  to  the  Medi- 
terranean. 
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As  it  appears  tliat  tlie  bark  l^Teapolitan.  was  captured  in  the  waters  of 
Oeuta,  I  have  already  addressed  the  Spanish  commander  in  chief  of  the 
naval  forces  at  Algeciras  on  the  subject,  as  per  copy  inclosed,  and  I 
have  forwarded  the  particulars  to  our  legation  at  Madrid. 

Captain  Burditt,  of  the  Neapolitan,  proceeds  to  the  United  States  <^j 
first  steamer,  via  Liverpool.  In  case  your  excellency  should  wish  to 
communicate  with  him,  his  address  will  be  at  the  Messrs.  Baring  Broth- 
ers &  Co.,  of  Liverpool. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  the  contents  of  the  present  to  our  Secre- 
tary of  State,  forwarding  its  inclosures,  and  accept  the  assurances  of  my 
high  consideration  and  respect. 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE.   , 

His  Excellency  Charles  Fkancis  Adams, 

Envoy  Uxtraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  <&c.,  <&c.,  London. 

P.  S. — I  inclose  the  protest  of  the  master  of  the  bark  Livestigator,  of 
Searsport. 


Protest  of  Charles  G.  Ca/rver. 
CONSXJLATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMEEICA,  GIBEALTAE. 

Before  me,  Horatio  Jones  Sprague,  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  port  of  Gibraltar,  personally  came  and  appeared  this  day 
Charles  G.  Carver,  master  of  the  American  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport, 
who  reported  having  sailed  from  Garrucha,  on  or  about  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary instant,  loaded  with  mineral  ore,  and  bound  for  Newport,  England; 
that  he  experienced  variable  weather  during  the  passage  toward  the 
Strafts  of  Gibraltar;  that  on  the  17th  instant,  at  about  seven  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  he  made  the  Eock  of  Gibraltar,  bearing  west-southwest, 
distant  fifteen  miles,  wind  at  the  time  being  light  and  baffling  from  the 
westward;  that  the  vessel  was  worked  down  toward  the  straits,  when,  on 
the  following  morning,  while  stretching  toward  Ape's  HUl,  a  steamer 
was  seen  steering  to  the  eastward,  from  the  west,  flying  the  ensign  of 
the  United  States  of  America  at  her  peak ;  at  the  same  time  the  said 
appearant  saw  a  bark  ahead,  distant  about  six  miles  south,  supposed  to 
be  American;  that  soon  after  he  saw  the  aforesaid  steamer  head  toward 
the  said  unknown  bark,  and  the  said  bark  heaved  to,  with  maintopsail 
back,  and  the  steamer,  after  remaining  near  the  bark  for  the  space  of 
about  half  an  hour,  steered  toward  his  own  bark ;  that  the  aforesaid 
steamer,  after  nearing  her,  hailed  her  and  ordered  the  said  appearant  to 
heave  to,  and  a  boat  was  sent  to  him  with  orders  that  he  should  take 
his  papers  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  said  steamer,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done ;  that  the  said  appearant  then  found  that  he  was  on  board 
the  South  confederate  steamer  Sumter,  commanded  by  E.  Semmes ;  that 
after  the  said  commander  had  examined  the  papers  of  the  said  bark  In- 
vestigator, he  informed  the  said  appearant  that  he  would  not  destroy  his 
vessel,  as  he  intended  to  do  with  the  other  bark  he  had  just  captured, 
(and  which  proved  to  be  the  bark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  from  Messina, 
for  Boston,)  provided  the  said  appearant  should  execute  a  ransom  bond 
in  his  favor  for  $11,250;  that  if  he  refnsed  that  he  would  then  cer- 
tainly burn  her  also ;  that  the  said  appearant  then  seeing  no  possible 
chance  to  save  the  said  bark  Investigator,  or  freeing  himself  or  his  crew 
from  the  hands  of  the  aforesaid  E.  Semmes,  was  forced  to  sign  the  doc- 
ument required,  -which  bond  was  made  out  by  one  of  the  offtcers  on  board 
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the  said  steamer,  and  which  he  perceived  was  copied  from  another  bond 
on  the  table  of  the  cabin,  which  appeared  to  be  of  another  vessel,  pre- 
viously captured,  supposed  to  be  the  ship  Montmorency;  that  after  the 
said  bond  was  duly  signed,  the  said  appearant  was  taken  alongside  of 
the  American  bark  IsTeapobtan,  previously  captured  by  the  said  steamer 
Sumter,  and  after  taking  from  her  her  master,  Andrew  Burditt,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  crew,  they  were  all  put  on  board  the  aforesaid  bark 
Investigator,  with  orders  to  the  said  appearant  that  he  could  proceed  on 
his  voyage;  that-in  the  mean  time  the  aforesaid  steamer  Sumter  lowered 
the  ensign  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  showed  the  flag  of 
the  southern  confederation ;  that  the  said  appearant  was  deprived  by 
the  commander  of  the  said  steamer  Sumter  of  fifty-one  dollars ;  that  the 
bark  Investigator,  again  in  command  of  the  said  appearant,  was  fiUed 
away  and  proceeded  to  this  port,  where  she  anchored  this  morning  at 
about  four  o'clock. 

In  consequeuc'e  of  the  foregoing  the  said  appearant  hereby  solemnly 
and  publicly  protests  against  the  said  steamer  Sumter,  her  commander 
aforesaid,  officers,  and  crew,  and  aU  which  in  right  ought  to  be  protested 
against;  aU losses,  costs,  damages,  detriments,  detentions,  and  expenses, 
which  have  or  hath  arisen,  or  which  may  accrue  to  the  said  bark  Investi- 
gator, of  Searsport,  or  the  proprietors  of  the  cargo,  in  consequence 
thereof. 

This  done  and  protested,  the  said  Charles  G.  Carver  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand,  in  Gibraltar,  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

C.  G.  CAEVEE. 

Sworn  before  me  this  19th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

U.  8.  Consul. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  contains  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  minutes 
of  protest  of  C.  G.  Carver,  master  of  the  American  bark  Investigator,  of 
Searsport,  duly  registei^ed  in  this  consulate,  and,  as  a  verbatim  copy  of 
the  original,  is  entitled  to  fuU  faith  and  credit. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  in  Gibraltar,  this  21st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.  D.  1862. 

[L.  S.]  HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

U.  8.  Consul,  Gibralta/r. 

Mr.  8prague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Per  telegraph.] 

JANTJAET  21,  1862. 
The  Sumter  is  still  here,  evidently  waiting  funds.    The  British  gov- 
ernor observes  strict  neutrality,  in  conformity  with  the  Queen's  procla- 
mation. 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE. 

Mr.  Adams,  American  Minister,  London. 


Mr.  Spragus  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  5.]  Consulate  op  the  Uni^ted  States, 

Gibraltar,  February  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  communication  which  I 
had  occasion  yesterday  to  address  to  our  minister  at  London.    It  will 
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inform  yonx  excellency  of  the  latest  movements  of  the  steamer  Sumter. 
Up  to  this  hour  (9  a.  m.)  she  remains  in  port,  and  has  not  yet  received 
a  pound  of  coal. 

The  seamen  who  refused  returning  on  board  the  Sumter  yesterday  are 
still  on  shore. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Spragvs  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  February  6,  1862. 

SiE:  I  annex  copy  of  two  telegrams  which  I  had  the  honor  to  forward 
to  you  since  my  last  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo. 

The  Sumter  remains  in  port.  She  took  in  yesterday  three  thousand 
gallons  of  water,  paid  for  by  a  Mr.  E.  O.  Joyce,  of  this  city,  who  had 
previously  provided  her  with  an  anchor  and  chain.  To-day  her  com- 
mander made  a  second  attempt  to  obtain  coal  from  the  coal  merchants 
in  this  market,  and  I  am  informed  they  have  decUned  supplying  him, 
out  of  deference  to  myself. 

On  the  1st  instant  the  P.  and  O.  steamer  Mooltan,  firom  Southampton, 
brought  several  packages  of  clothing  for  the  crew  of  the  Sumter,  ad- 
dressed to  Captain  Semmes,  and  1  hear  a  further  supply  is  expected  by 
the  next  Southampton  packet  due  on  the  9th  instant.  The  packages  per 
Mooltan  were  forwarded  by  a  Mr.  S.  S.  Sampson,  of  Southampton,  I  be- 
lieve, a  forwarding  agent. 

Since  yesterday  there  are  some  ten  or  twelve  seamen  of  the  Sumter 
on  shore,  and  to-day  they  have  nearly  all  refused  to  return  to  their  ship. 
One  of  them,  in  a  drunken  state,  called  upon  me  this  day  for  protection. 
As  the  oflficers  of  the  Sumter  have  attempted  to  forcibly  ship  them  off 
from  the  quay,  I  to-day  called  upon  the  governor  of  this  fortress  to  in- 
form him  of  the  circumstance ;  that  I  was  ready  to  take  under  my  charge 
any  of  these  seamen  who  might  wish  to  avail  of  my  protection,  and  who 
would  swear  allegiance  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  5  and 
that  1  did  not  believe  that  it  would  be  in  conformity  with  strict  neutral- 
ity to  force  these  men  on  board  of  the  Sumter. 

Since  my  interview  with  the  governor  I  hear  that  orders  have  been 
given  to  the  police  iauthorities  not  to  permit  these  men  to  be  forcibly 
taken  on  board  of  the  Sujnter  by  her  of&cers,  and  up  to  this  hour  (7  p.  m.) 
they  remain  on  shore,  mostly  in  a  state  of.  intoxication. 

All  these  circumstances  may  probably  retard  the  departure  of  the 
Sumter  from  this  port ;  still  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  federal  cruiser  may 
soon  appear  to  do  away  with  any  further  trouble  about  this  craft.  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  her  boilers  are  defective,  and  that  she 
is  very  badly  provided  with  powder  and  other  munitions  of  war. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUB, 

United  States  Consul. 

Chakles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,- 

United  States  Minister  London. 
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Mr.  Prague  to  Mr.  Seward. 

JTo.  6.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  February  18, 1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  13th  instant  I  informed  the  Kavy  Department  of  the  safe 
arrival  at  this  port,  on  the  previous  day,  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Tiiscarora.  This  vessel  of  war  is  now  anchored  off  Algeciras,  where  she 
is  coaling,  while  the  steamer  Sumter  remains  at  this  port  and  has  not 
yet  coaled. 

For  the  information  of  your  excellency,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmit- 
ting herewith  copies  of  further  correspondence  that  has  come  to  pass 
with  this  consulate  since  I  addressed  you  on  the  7th  instant,  relating  to 
the  Sumter  and  some  of  her  crew,  to  which  I  beg,  respectfully,  to  crave 
your  reference. 

Eemaining,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  "WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Fo.  117.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  20, 1862. 
gjjj .»  »  *  »  *'*  *  * 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the -correspondence  between  Mr.  Sprague, 
the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  and  the  authorities  at  that  place,  in  regard  to  the 
Sumter.  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  vigilance  of  that  gentleman 
in  apprising  me  of  all  the  movements  of  that  steamer,  from  the  moment 
it  entered  the  harbor.  In  his  letter  to  me  he  alludes  to  the  disposition 
of  the  English  officials  as  adverse  to  the  United  States,  a  remark  which 
may,  perhaps,  receive  confirmation  from  the  circumstance  that  his  dis- 
patch came  to  London  with  the  consular  seal  broken,  and  was  sent  to 
me  resealed  by  the  post  ofl&ce  authorities  here,  with  the  fact  attested  on 
the  envelope. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANGIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  oe  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  February  12,  1862, 

Sir  :  I  this  day  telegraphed  to  your  excellency  the  safe  arrival  at  this 

port  of  the  United  States  steamer  Tuscarora.     Captain  Craven  informed 

me  that  he  saw  nothing  of  the  steamer  Nashville  during  his  voyage 

across  the  Bay  of  Biscay. 

He  finds  here  the  steamer  Sumter  still  at  anchor,  notwithstanding 


THE    SUMTEE.  503 

that  Earl  Eussell's  official  dispatch  to  the  lord  commissioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty respecting  the  rules  laid  down  about  United  States  ships  of  war 
and  southern  cruisers  was  published  last  evening  in  the  government 
newspaper.  Captain  Craven  intends  to  cross  over  to  the  port  of  Algeci- 
ras  probably  to-morrow  evening,  and  wiU,  if  possible,  replenish  his  stock 
of  coal  there.  The  private  coal  companies  in  this  market  still  refusing 
to  sell  the  Sumter  any  coal,  Captain  Semmes  has  applied  to  the  British 
authorities  for  a  supply ;  they  have  refused,  but  I  hear  have  telegraphed 
to  the  home  government  the  particulars,  and  ask  for  instructions. 

Inclosed  you  wiU  find  copy  of  notes  that  have  just  been  interchanged 
between  the  government  here  and  myself  upon  certain  seamen  of  the 
Sumter  who  are  on  shore  and  refuse  to  return  to  her;  and  as  some  of 
these  men  have  expressed  a  desire  to  ship  by  the  Tuscarora,  I  anticipate 
further  trouble,  particularly  as  I  cannot  help  observing  a  kind  of  un- 
friendly feeling  on  the  part  of  British  officials  toward  our  government 
in  anything  relating  to  our  differences  with  the  southern  States,  and 
which  1  can  hardly  account  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Extraordinaet,  cfec,  cfec, 

of  the  United  States,  London. 


Mr.  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Seceetaey's  Office. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  his  excellency 
has  received  a  letter  of  complaint  from  Captain  Semmes  with  regard  to 
your  conduct  as  United  States  consul,  viz :  that  you  have,  by  means  of 
your  emissaries,  tampered  with  and  seduced  from  their  allegiance  sev- 
eral of  the  crew  of  the  Sumter  who  have  visited  the  shore  on  liberty. 

Captain  Semmes  particularly  refers  to  Everett  Salmon,  John  Jenkins, 
and  Thomas  Penny,  three  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  and  he  further  states 
that  you  have  persuaded  some  of  his  men  to  take  refuge  under  your  con- 
sular flag. 

Captain  Semmes  adds  that  the  evidence  has  come  to  him  in  a  very 
satisfactory  shape,  and  that  he  wiU  be  ready  to  produce  it,  if  the  allega- 
tion be  denied. 
The  governor  requests  you  will  give  me  information  on  these  points. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  EEEELING-, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
HOKATIO  J.  Speagtje,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar , 


Mr.  Spragtie  to  Mr.  Freeling. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Gibraltar,  February  11,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  commu- 
nication of  yesterday's  date,  having  regard  to  a  letter  from  Captain 
Semmes,  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  com- 
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plaining,  as  you  inform  me,  of  my  conduct  as  United  States  consul,  and 
stating  that  I  have  by  means  of  emissaries  tampered  with,  and  seduced 
from  their  allegiance,  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Sumter  who  have  visited 
the  shore  on  liberty;  and  farther,  that  I  have  persuaded  some  of  the 
men  of  the  Sumter  to  take  refuge  under  the  flag  of  this  consulate. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  the  following  statement  of  facts,  hav- 
ing particular  reference  to  the  three  seamen  whose  names  are  mentioned 
in  your  letter : 

On  or  before  the  7th  instant,  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Sumter,  by 
name  John  Jenkins,  presented  himself  at  this  consulate  in  an  intoxi- 
cated state.  He  inquired  for  the  American  consul,  and,  as  I  was  present, 
he  claimed  my  protection  as  an  American  citizen,  stating  to  me  that  he 
and  many  others  were  being  forced  to  return  on  board  the  Sumter;  that 
he  preferred  to  die  rather  than  return  on  board;  that  he  was  a  Cape  Cod 
man,  and  wished  to  go  back  to  his  native  place.  I  replied  by  telling 
him  to  go  away  and  get  sober,  and  that  I  would  speak  to  him  later. 
Upon  this  he  left  the  consulate,  and  I  immediately  honored  myself  by 
calling  upon  the  governor,  accompanied,  as  you  will  doubtless  recollect, 
by  yourself.  I  then  informed  his  excellency  of  what  had  been  stated  to 
me  by  Jenkins,  and  which  I  have  above  detailed,  and  his  excellency 
the  governor  thereupon  promised  that  the  seamen  of  the  Sumter  should 
not  be  ill-treated  or  forced  on  board  against  their  will;  that  he  would 
not  permit  the  netltrality  of  this  port  to  be  violated,  and  that  he  would 
issue  his  orders  accordingly.  On  the  7th  instant  two  other  seamen  from 
the  Sumter  presented  themselves  at  this  consulate,  one  of  them,  I  think, 
named  Thomas  Penny,  and  finding  me  there  also  claimed  my  protection, 
stating  that  they  belonged  to  the  city  of  ISTew  York.  I  instantly  sent 
for  a  policeman,  and  requested  him  to  take  these  seamen  before  the  police 
magistrate  with  a  note  from  me,  (of  which  I  beg  to  inclose  a  copy,)  with 
which  request  the  policeman  complied.  I  am  not  aware  of  what  took 
place  before  the  magistrate  with  respect  to  these  seamen.  In  about  two 
hours  a  policeman  came  to  this  consulate,  and  in  the  name  of  the  police 
magistrate  brought  to  me  another  seaman  belonging  to  the  Sumter,  called 
Everett  Salmon,  who  had  his  face  frightfully  bruised,  and  who  likewise 
claimed  my  protection  as  an  American,  and  desired  to  be  sent  to  his 
home.  I  immediately  sent  this  man  away,  advising  him  to  have  his 
injuries  attended  to',  and  to  conduct  himself  steadily  and  quietly. 

Since  the  above  occurrences  I  have  had  daily  applications  at  this  con- 
sulate from  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  claiming  protection,  and  in  all  cases 
desiring  to  be  sent  to  their  homes,  and  in  every  instance  I  have  sent  them 
to  the  police  office,  there  to  prefer  their  complaints  (if  any)  or  to  relate 
their  cases,  and  I  have  at  the  same  time  informed  them  that  this  being 
a  neutral  port  I  could  not  become  security  for  their  residence  here,  or  at 
the  present  moment  take  steps  for  sending  them  to  America. 

Beyond  what  is  above  stated,  and  always  recommending  to  them,  on 
the  occasions  referred  to  of  their  visits  to  this  consulate,  peaceable  con- 
duct in  the  town,  I  have  never  had,  or,  indeed,  desired  to  have,  any 
communication,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  crew  of  the  Sumter;  their 
coming  to  me  and  absence  from  their  vessel  being  purely  voluntary,  and 
wholly,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  unconnected  with  persuasion  of 
any  kind. 

I  trust  that  the  above  statement  will  alone  relieve  me  from  any  sus- 
picions that  his  excellency  the  governor  might  entertain  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  my  acting  or  desiring  to  act  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  Cap- 
tain Semmes ;  but  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  I  would  respectfully 
solicit  firom  his  excellency  that  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  cause  each 
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of  the  seamen  in  question  to  be  examined,  and  tlien  satisfy  himself  that, 
as  the  representative  at  this  port  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  have 
acted.,  in  a  position  which  is  not  devoid  of  difficulty,  as  Uonorably  and 
judiciously  asthe  circumstances  of  the  case  would  warrant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Captain  S.  Prebling,  E.  A., 

Colonial  Secretary,  &c.,  Gibraltar. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Police  Magistrate  at  Gibraltar. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  February  7,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  accompanying  two  seamen  have  just  called  at  this  consulate, 
claiming  the  protection  of  the  United  States  government,  and  stating 
that  they  do  not  wish  to  return  on  board  the  Sumter,  to  which  vessel 
they  belonged.  They  will  relate  their  own  tales  to  you,  and  I  beg  re- 
spectfully to  solicit  for  these  men  all  the  privileges  which  a  neutral  port 
can  afford  them. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 


The  Police  Magistrate,  t&e.,  &c.,  Gibraltar. 


United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

G-IBRALTAR,  February  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  12th  instant.  The 
Sumter  stiU  remains  in  port.  The  coal  companies  in  this  market  still 
persist  in  refusing  to  sell  her  coal,  notwithstanding  that  $12  per  ton  is 
offered  for  it,  which  is  50  per  centum  over  the  market  price. 

After  to-day  the  rules  laid  down  by  Earl  Eussell,  with' regard  to  Amer- 
ican belligerents  in  British  waters,  will  be  in  force  for  the  Sumter,  and 
I  am  curious  to  know  how  the  authorities  here  will  act  on  the  occasion. 
Eeports  say  a  supply  of  coal  is  momentarily  expected  for  this  steamer 
from  abroad.  Anything  further  on  the  subject  shall  be  duly  forwarded 
to  your  excellency  by  telegraph  for  transmission^to  the  State  Department 
at  Washington. 

The  United  States  steamer  Tuscarora  has  been  at  anchor  off  Algeciras 
since  the  14th  instant,  and  she  is  coaling  there.  She  may  return  to  this 
port  to-morrow  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  provisions. 

Since  my  last  communication  I  have  had  a  conference  with  the  Brit- 
ish governor  with  regard  to  the  several  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  who  are 
still  on  shore  and  refuse  to  return  to  her,  and  who  have  asked  my  pro- 
tection. 

I  found  the  governor  particularly  non-committal  in  all  his  conversation 
upon  these  seamen;  he  gave  no  encouragement  for  me  to  take  them 
under  the  protection  of  this  consulate,  cautioning  me  at  the  same  time 
to  be  exceedingly  particular  how  I  moved  .in  the  matter;  in  fact,  he 
recommended  me  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

I  hear  $16  per  head  are  offered  to  seafaring  men  by  the  offlcers  of  the 
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Sumter,  to  entice  these  men  to  return  to  their  ship;  but  up  to  this  mo- 
ment none  have  been  induced  to  take  the  bait;  indeed,  I  was  yesterday- 
informed  that  one  of  these  men  had  found  his  way  on  board  the  Tusca- 
rora,  off  Algeciras. 

So  long  as  they  remain  within  the  reach  of  this  consulate  they  shall 
not  starve;  it  would,  however,  be  desirable  if  the  British  government 
would  permit  my  sending  these  men  to  their  homes,  where  they  have 
their  wives  and  children  in  a  state  of  want;  particularly  as  it  has  been 
their  voluntary  act  to  leave  the  Sumter,  with  a  desire  to  pass  an  honest 
life  among  those  most  dear  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  ExTEAOEDmAET,  (fee,  &g., 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  London. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  8.]  Gibraltar,  March  14, 1862. 

Sir  :  For  the  purpose  of  keeping  your  excellency  posted,  up  to  the  last 
hour,  with  everything  relating  to  the  movements  of  our  naval  forces  in 
this  immediate  neighborhood,  as  well  as  the  continuation  of  the  Sumter 
at  this  port,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  my  last  com- 
munications to  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London,  to  which  I  beg  your 
reference.  .     . 

Eemaining,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Spra^ue  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

March  12, 1862. 

The  United  States  steamers  Kearsarge  and  Tuscarora  remain  off  Alge- 
ciras; the  ship  Ino  is  at  Cadiz,  while  the  Sumter  continues  in  this  port 
in  an  apparent  state  of  inactivity,  which  is  not  surprising,  purrounded  as 
she  is  now  by  our  vessels  of  war,  with  Earl  Eussell's  rules  in  force,  and 

late  important  successes  on  our  part  in  the  field  of  battle. 

#*#**♦#** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  Charles  E.  Adams,  <fec.,  <&e.,  <fcc.,  London. 


THE    SUMTEE.  507 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

March  14, 1862. 

Tli£  Sumter  remains  in  port,  while  the  Kearsarge,  Tuscarora,  and  Ino 
are  off  Algeciras.  This  latter  vessel  arrived  there  last  evening  from 
Cadiz  and  Tangier. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  London.  ■  ■ 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  280.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London  December  24, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  series  of  communications 
received  from  Mr.  H.  J.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  respecting  the 
movements  made  at  that  port  to  sell  the  steamer  Sumter.  As  he  desired 
my  advice,  I  gave  it  to  him  in  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  goes  with  the 
papers.  The  question  of  the  right  to  sell  the  property  of  a  belligerent 
to  a  neutral  in  a  neutral  port  is  not  without  its  difficulties,  and  I  find 
the  authorities  differ  materially  about  it.  My  own  leaning  is  rather  to 
a  liberal  cpnstruction,  especially  as  in  this  case  it  relieves  us  from  a 
burdensome  process  of  vigilance.  Besides  which,  1  iind  that  the  govern- 
ment bought  a  war  vessel  of  the  Greeks  whilst  engaged,  in  1826,  in  their 
war  with  the  Turks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Ko.  1, 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  December  9, 1862. 

Sir:  I  informed  you  yesterday  that  the  steamer  Sumter  had  just  been 
sold  by  private  contract.  The  sum  she  fetched  was  four  thousand  pounds 
sterling. 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  purchasers  were  ready  with  the  money  and 
with  bill  of  sale  in  hand  to  be  executed  by  a  notary  public  in  this  city, 
when  it  was  found  that  aU  the  papers  required  by  them  could  not  be 
produced  by  the  oflcer  in  charge  of  the  Sumter,  who,  it  appears,  holds 
a  power  of  attorney  from  a  certain  Bullock,  who  styles  himself  senior  naval 
officer  in  the  confederate  service  in  Europe,  and,  I  am  told,  is  at  present 
in  England  giving  his  attention  to  what  relates  to  the  marine  service  of 
the  rebel  States.  The  purchasers  require  a  written  authority  from  Com- 
missioner Mason  to  Mr,  Bullock  for  the  sale  of  the  Sumter,  and  the  sel- 
ler has  telegraphed  for  this  document;  in  the  mean  while  the  sale  is 'in 
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suspense,  and  I  accordingly  telegraphed  your  excellency  last  evening  as 
annexed. 

The  guns  of  the  Sumter  are  included  in  the  sale,  and  should  the  sale 
be  consummated,  I  understand  they  wiU  be  landed  here  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  British  authorities.  The  revolvers  are  not  sold.  I  hear  it 
stated  the  officer-in  charge  intends  to  send  them  forward  to  England. 
The  purchasers  of  the  Sumter  have  refused  buying  the  chronometers, 
salt,  provisions,  or  anything  else  that  has  been  captured  by  h^r  when  in 
command  of  Semmes. 

Please  communicate  all  this  information  to  our  government  at  Wash- 
ington. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
His  Excellency  Chaeles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  London. 


lSo.2. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Telegram.] 

December  8, 1862. 
Mr.  Adams,  Atneriean  Minister,  London : 

The  private  sale  of  the  Sumter  is  in  suspense  for  want  of  written 
authority  from  Commissioner  Mason.    The  party  has  telegraphed  for  it. 

SPEAGUE,  Consul. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America, 

Gibraltar,  Deceniber  10, 1862. 
Sir  :  After  mailing  my  communication  to  you  of  yesterday  I  received 
a  telegram  from  Mr.  Koerner,  our  minister  at  Madrid,  requesting  me  to 
protest  against  the  selling  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  this  port.  I  had 
also  received,  a  few  hours  before,  an  official  note  from  Captain  Pickering, 
of  the  United.  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  now  at  Cadiz,  to  the  same  effect. 
In  consequence,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  reply  from  your  excellency  to 
my  telegrams  from  the  6th  instant,  I  decided  to  delay  no  further  in  ad- 
dressing the  governor  of  this  fortress  on  the  subject,  and  based  my 
communication  upon  the  telegram  received  from  our  minister  at  Madrid. 
I  now  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  a  copy  thereof. 

The  private  sale  of  the  Sumter  still  remains  in  suspense,  and  she  is 
still  advertised  in  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  yesterday  for  sale  by  public 
auction  for  to-morrow. 

Anything  further  transpiring  about  the  Sumter  I  shall  telegraph  your 
excellency  without  delay. 

I  inclose  copy  of  Captain  Pickering's  dispatch  to  me.  I  also  annex 
copy  of  my  telegram  to  you  of  last  evening. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  <S)c.,  <&c.,  &c.,  London. 
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No.  4. 
Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Telegram.] 

GiBEALTAB,  December  9,  1862. 
Mr.  Adams,  American  Minister,  London : 

By  instruction  of  our  minister  at  Madrid,  have  protested  to  Britisli 
government  against  Sumter  being  sold  here. 

SPEAGUE,  Consul. 


No.  5. 

[From  Gibraltajc  Chionicle  of  the  9tli  Deceml)er,  1862.] 
ATJCTIOK  SAIB  OP  THE  TBEY  SWIFT  SCREW- STEAMER  SXTMTER. 

On  Thursday  next,  11th  instant,  at  12  o'clock,  will  be  sold  by  public 
auction,  in  the  north  room  of  the  Exchange,  the  screw-steamer  Sumter, 
now  lying  in  this  bay,  of  about  499  tons  burden,  built  at  Philadelphia  in 
1859,  of  superior  oak  timber,  and  sheathed  with  yeUow  metal  in  1860, 
together  with  sails,  rigging,  stores,  moorings,  &c.,  &c.,  as  may  be  found 
on  board,  and  a  powerful  engine,  cylinder  fifty  inches ;  an  inventory  of 
which  and  conditions  of  sale  may  be  seen  on  board  any  time  previous  to 
the  sale,  or  at — 

WM.  SHEEWILL. 

December  8, 1862. 


No.  6. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Sir  W.  Godrington. 

CONSinLATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Gibraltar,  December  9, 1862 — 4  p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  a  telegram  from  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  the  court  of  Madrid,  under  to-day's  date,  in 
the  following  terms. • 

[Translation.] 

"  Announce  officially  that  the  steamer  Stumer,  being  prize  of  war  made 
by  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  and  really  the  property  of  citizens 
of  that  repxiblic,  being  also  included  in  the  terms  provided  in  the  orders 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  council  against  the  sale  of  prize  of  this  war 
in  her  Majesty's  dominions,  cannot  be  lawfully  sold  in  Gibraltar,  and 
that  the  sale  annovmced  will  not  be  respected  by  the  vessels  of  war  of 
the  United  States,  but  that  the  Sumter  will  be  made  prize  wherever  she 
may  be  found  on  the  high  seas,  or  within  American  jurisdiction,  and 
taken  before  the  proper  court  for  adjudication. 
"  The  minister  pleidpotentiary, 

"GUSTAVUS  KOERNEE." 

In  face  of  which  I  have  to  protest  in  the  name  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  as  its  representative  at  this  port,  against 
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the  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  taking  place  in  this  city,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  British  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  Sra  William  Codkington,  K.  C.  B. 

Governor  of  Gibraltar,  tfcc,  (&c.,  &c. 


No.  7. 

Captain  Piclcering  to' Mr.  Sprague. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

La  Carraoca,  Cadiz,  December  6,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
without  date,  informing  m  e  that  the  Sumter  is  advertised  for  sale  at  Gibral- 
tar on  Thursday  next. 

The  vessel  is  of  little  value,  and  probably  offered  for  sale  merely  to 
establish  a  precedent. 

The  sale  of  so-called  confederate  war  vessels  in  British  ports  is  an  act 
as  unfriendly  and  hostile  to  oiir  government  as  the  purchase  of  war 
vessels  in  their  ports  by  the  same  party.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that 
it  is  your  duty  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  sale. 

I  am,  respectfully,  *&;c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  PICKEEmG,  Captain. 
Horatio  J.  Spragiie,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 


No.  8. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  ot  the  IJnited  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  December  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  notes  that  have  so  far  been 
interchanged  between  this  consulate  and  the  governor  of  Gibraltar 
regarding  the  proposed  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  in  this  port  since  I 
had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  excellency  on  the  10th  instant. 

In  the  absence  of  instructions  from  your  excellency,  I  have  limited 
myself  to  protesting  against  the  sale  of  the  Sumter  at  this  port,  based 
upon  the  contents  of  the  telegram  received  from  Mr.  Koerner,  our  min- 
ister at  Madrid. 

I  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  official  notices  published  in  the 
Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  10th  and  11th  instant,  which  I  herewith 
annex. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  an  accurate  history  of  the  steamer 
Sumter,  but,  as  much  can  be  said  as  to  what  constitutes  a  "war  prize," 
I  take  the  liberty  to  observe  that  as  all  public  property  in  the  States 
that  have  rebelled  against  the  government  of  the  United  States  was  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  whether  it  consisted  of  ships  or  stores  in 
the  public  arsenals,  or  of  money  in  tlie  public  chests,  its  illegal  capture  by 
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the  so-called  confederates  might  make  all  such  property  prize  of  war. 
Although  the  British  government  has  conceded  belligerent  rights  to  the 
States  in  rebellion,  it  has  not  yet  recognized  those  States,  nor  would  it 
probably  be  disposed  to  contend  that  the  property  of  the  IJnited  States 
seized  by  force  is  lawfully  owned  by  the  so-called  confederates. 

The  private  sale  of  the  Sumter  having  been  canceled  by  mutual  con- 
sent, she  is  again  advertised  for  sale  by  public  auction  for  the  19th 
instant,  and  I  hear  a  party  is  expected  from  England,  by  the  South- 
ampton steamer,  due  here  on  the  17th  instant,  to  be  present  at  the  sale, 
but  for  what  purpose  I  know  not. 

Please  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  our  government  of  the  contents  of 
the  present  communication  with  its  inclosures,  and  accept,  sir,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

HORATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  &c.,  <&c.,  (fee,  London, 


No.  9. 

Captain  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

■    Seceetaey's  Office, 

Gibraltar,  December  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

your  letter,  dated  9th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Sumter. 

His  excellency  desired  me  to  inform  you  that  you  have  not  furnished 

any  such  proof  of  the  Sumter  being  a  prize  as  to  justify  his  interference 

with  a  mercantile  transaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  FREELING, 
Colonial  Secretary. 
H.  J.  Spbaghje,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  &c,,  &c.,  &c. 


No.  10. 

Mr,  Sprague  to  Captain  Freeling, 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  December  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
to-day's  date,  and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  am  not  instructed  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  the  question  proposed 
in  your  said  dispatch,  as  to  which  I  may,  however,  observe  that  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  is  in  fact  a  sale-  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  capture  by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States. 
Such  sale  for  such  purpose  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  neutral  state  is, 
I  apprehend,  illegal  and  opposed  to  the  strict  law  of  neutrality,  if  sanc- 
tioned by  the  government  of  such  neutral  state. 

In  conformity  with  the  tenor  of  my  instructions  contained  in  the 
offlcial  telegram  of  yesterday,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  remit 
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a  copy  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  I  have  only  to  protest  in  the 
name  of  my  government  against  any  such  sale  in  this  port  of  the  said 
steamer  Sumter,  as  is  proposed,  and  to  point  out  the  consequences 
following  upon  such  sale.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  reiterate  that  pro- 
test, and  respectfully  to  request  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor thereto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Captain  S.  Pbeeling,  B.  A., 

Colonial  Secretary^  &c.,  <&g.,  <&c.,  Gibraltar. 


No.  11. 

Captain  Freeling  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Secretaey's  Office,  December  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  date,"  and,  in  reply,  to  remark  that  your  protest  of 
yesterday  was  made  on  the  ground  that  the  Sumter  was  a  prize  made 
from  the  federals  by  the  confederates,  and  therefore  truly  the  property 
of  the  former. 

Now,  however,  you  state  a  different  ground,  viz :  that  the  sale  is  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  capture  by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  illegal. 

The  governor  wishes  to  know  upon  which  of  .these  two  grounds  yon 
now  make  yoirr  protest,  as  your  last  seems  somewhat  incompatible  with 
the  first  which  he  received  jfrom  you  yesterday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  FREELDfG, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Horatio  J.  Spragub,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 


No.  12. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Captain  Freeling, 

Consulate  op  the  TJniteb  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  December  11, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  same  date,  on  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter. 

The  telegram  from  his  excellency  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  for- 
ward a  copy  to  his  excellency  the  governor  on  the  9th  instant,  contains 
the  instructions  upon  which  I  have  acted  in  protesting  against  the  above 
sale,  as  I  necessarily  had  to  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

I  am,  however,  quite  unable  to  see  the  incompatibility  of  what  was 
stated  by  me  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  with  the  ground  set  forth  for  the 
protest  in  question,  as  it  was- simply  put  forward  as  an  observation, 
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wHcli  appeared  to  me  to  bear  upon  the  question,  and  not  to  be  incon- 
sis-tent  with  the  views  set  forth  in  the  telegram. 

•I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedieut  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Captain  S.  Feeeling,  E.  A. 

Colonial  Secretary,  Gibraltar. 


IJTo.  13. 

[Official  notice  in  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  December  10, 1862.] 

NOTICE. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Gibraltar,  December  10,  1862. 
His  excellency  the  governor  has  received  a  protest  from  the  United 
States  consul  in  this  city  against  the  sale  of  the  confederate  steamer 
Sumter,  on  the  grourfd,  as  stated  by  him,  of  her  being  a  prize.  No  proof 
of  this  being  the  case  has  been  furnished,  but  the  governor  deems  it 
right  to  notify  this  protest  to  the  public. 
By  command : 

S.  FEEELmG,  Colonial  Secretary. 


:So.  14, 

[Official  notioefrom  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  December  11,  1862.] 

NOTICE. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Gibraltar,  December  11,  1862. 
"With  reference  to  the  notice  in  yesterday's- Chronicle,  his  excellency 
the  governor  has  received  the  following  statement  from  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Sumter : 

"  The  Sumter  was  bought  and  paid  for  at  jSTew  Orleans  by  the  confed- 
erate government ;  that  the  owners  of  the  then  steamer  Habana  (the 
Sumter)  agreed  to  the  price  and  terms  of  sale ;  and  that  she  was  pur- 
chased before  any  vessels  had  been  seized  in  ^evf  Orleans  by  the  con- 
federate government." 
By  command : 

S.  EEEBLmO,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  15. 

The  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  11th  December  has  a  supplement  con- 
taining the  advertisement  of  the  sale  of  the  Sumter,  as  heretofore  copied, 
with  the  addition  that  "  The  above  sale  is  postponed  until  Friday,  the 
19th  instant." 

33  A  c— VOL.  u 
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No.  17. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Legation  of.  the  United  States, 

London,  December  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  aclmowledge  the  reception  of  several  telegrams, 
together  with  letters,  and  especially  that  of  the  6th  of  December,  all 
relating  to  the  proj  ect  of  sale  of  the  steam  er  Sumter  in  the  port  of  Gibraltar. 

I  have  not  written  in  reply  to  these  communications,  for  the  reason 
that  I  could  not  perceive  any  action  yet  taken  in  the  premises  that  can  be 
mafle  the  basis  of  agitation  here.  The  advertisement  put  into  the  col- 
umns of  the  Gibraltar  as  well  as  the  Liverpool  newspapers  is  wholly 
devoid  of  a  responsible  character.  It  is  clear  that  no  owner  has  yet 
appeared  vested  with  suificient  power  to  act  at  all  in  the  premises. 
Under  such  circumstances  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  a  remonstrance  to 
the  British  government  which  is  based  upon  no  act  to  be  comj^lained  of 
beyond  a  newspaper  advertisement,  and  which  suggests  no  practical 
remedy.  In  this  sense  your  letter  to  Commander  Bryson  appears  tome 
to  have  been  written  with  great  judgment.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  presumed 
that  her  Majesty's  government  is  not  fully  conscious  of  the  conditions 
under  which  the  Sumter  enjoys  its  protection.  It  is  as  a  vessel  of  a 
recognized  belligerent  that  she  obtained  the  privilege  of  remaining 
where  she  is  until  now.  Any  change  in  her  character  cannot  be  effected 
without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  authoriiies  at  Gibraltar.  You 
will  therefore,  first  of  all,  confine  yourself  to  the  simple  duty  of  watch- 
ing all  the  proceedings.  In  case  of  any  attempt  at  a  merely  fraudulent 
transfer  for  the  sake  of  escaj)ing  harmless  from  our  cruisers  and  resuming 
her  former  career,  you  will  call  their  attention  to  the  fact,  deny  the  va- 
lidity of  any  such  proceeding,  and  invoke  their  interference.  Should  it 
appear  to  you,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  purchasing  parties  are  for- 
eigners acting  in  good  faith  for  the  conversion  of  the  vessel  to  some 
legitimate  and  peaceful  trade,  I  see  no  better  way  of  getting  rid  of  a 
burdensome  labor  of  vigilance  upon  a  property  of  little  value  than  to 
acquiesce  in  it.  On  the  other  hand,  should  you  have  reason  to  suspect 
a  spurious  transaction  for  the  sole  purpose  of  extricating  the  vessel 
from  its  present  position  in  order  to  replace  it  in  a  more  effective  atti- 
tude of  hostility  to  the  United  States,  you  will  do  well  to  remonstrate 
with  the  local  authorities,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  your  remonstrance, 
together  with  the  evidence  on  which  you  rest  it,  to  this  legation. 

Under  the  present  aspect  of  the  case,  I  do  not  feel  asif  I  had  proof  of 
ill  intention  in  my  hands  sufiicient  to  enable  me  to  give  to  the  command- 
ers of  our  vessels  of  war  any  specific  instructions.  So  much  must  depend 
on  the  shape  which  the  matter  may  take,  that  I  can  only  say  to  you  this: 
that  only  in  the  contingency  of  positive  fraud  above  spoken  of,  clearly 
shown,  as  well  as  of  refusal  of  the  British  authorities  to  interfere,  so  far 
as  to  detain  the  vessel  for  time  enough  to  make  a  representation  here, 
should  I  think  it  advisable  for  our  own  vessels  to  interpose.  And  even 
then,  should  she  sail  under  a  British  flag,  it  can  only  be  done  on  the 
high  seas,  and  under  a  preliminary  search  to  investigate  her  true  char- 
acter. Should  the  papers  be  of  such  a  kind  as  to  subject  her  to  the  sus- 
picion of  being  yet  rebel  property,  with  only  a  fraudulent  cover,  she  might 
then  betaken  and  senthomefor  adjudication  in  the  United  States  court. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 

Horatio  J.  Speague,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 
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IfTo.  18. 

Mr.  Spragtie  to  Mr.  Adams. 

December  19, 1862. 
Sumter  sold  tMs  day  by  public  auction  for  nineteen  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.    Purchaser,  an  English  engineer,  arrived  yesterday 
from  Southampton. 


Mr.  Adams,  American  Minister,  London. 


SPEAGUB,  Gibraltar. 


No.  19. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

San  Eoqtje,  December  23,  1862—2.45  p.  m. 
Sumter  flyiiig  British  flag.    Is  loading.    Probably  be  conveyed  (con- 
voyed ?)  to  sea  if  necessary. 


Adams,  American  Minister,  London. 


SPEAGUE. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

N'o.  184.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  27,' 1862. 

Sir:        *       .     *  *  *  *  *  *         Another 

slip  relates  to  the  privateer  Sumter  at  Gibraltar.  She  was  to  be  sold 
there  on  the  20th  of  December.  Mr.  Klingender,  the  active  coadjutor 
and  factotum  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  «&  Co.,  of  this  place,  has  gone  to  bid 
for  her,  and  wiU  most  likely  have  bought  her.  If  he  has,  the  real  owners 
will  be  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Go. ;  if  not,  the  insurgents,  and  we  shaU 
hear  of  her  again  either  as  a  privateer,  or  as  going  to  attempt  the  block-- 
ade;  most  likely  in  the  first  character.         *         #  #  #         * 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  Wtt.t.tatvt  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  186.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  31, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  learn  that  the  privateer  Sumter  has  been  purchased  by  Melchor 

George  Klingender,  of  Liverpool,  and  that  she  is  coming  around  to  this 

port  either  to  be  fitted  out  as  a  privateer,  or  to  run  the  blockade ;  most 

likely  the  former.    In  my  dispatch  No.  184, 1  refer  to  this  individual 


'SIB  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

who  has  made  the  purchase  and  his  connections.  I  have  nothing  more 
to  add,  other  than  that  I  think  the  sale  a  sham,  and  that  the  vessel 
ought  to  be  seized  wherever  found.  She  no  doubt  belongs  to  the  con- 
federates or  their  agents,  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  as  much  so  now  as 
she  did  before  the  pretended  sale. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'So.  287.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  1,  1863. 
SiE:  Learning  from  the  consul  at  Liverpool  that  the  pelrson  reported 
as  the  purchaser  of  the  Sumter  is  a  man  well  known  in  that  place  as  the 
agent  of  Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  «&  Co.,  I  immediately  addressed  a 
note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
■    ,  London,  December  30, 1862. 

My  Lord  :  On  the  19th  of  this  month,  I  am  informed  by  the  consul  of 
the  United  States-  at  Gibraltar,  that  a  public  sale  is  said  to  have  been 
■made  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  a  vessel  which  had  committed  much  depre- 
dation upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  which  had  taken 
shelter  in  that  port  from  pursuit  by  the  national  ships. 

Having  the  strongest  reason,  from  the  known  character  and  previous 
conduct  of  the  alleged  purchaser,  to  believe  that  this  sale  is  effected 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  the  vessel  from  its  present  position, 
and  of  making  use  of  her  Majesty's  flag  to  convert  it  to  new  purposes  of 
hostilities  to  the  United  States,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  attention  to 
the  necessity  under  which  I  am  placed  of  asking  the  assistance  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  prevent  any  risk  of  damage  to  the  United 
States  from  a  fraudulent  transaction  in  one  of  her  ports;  or,  in  default  of 
it,  of  declining  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  transfer,  should  that 
vessel  subsequently  be  found  by  the  armed  ships  of  the  United  States 
sailing  on  the  high  seas. 

Eenewing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Extssell,  (fee,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  * 

No.  292.]  LEaATioN  OP  the  United  .States, 

London,  Januay  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  connection  with  the  papers  already  transmitted  with  my  dis- 
patch No.  280,  in  relation  to  the  position  of  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  I 
have  now  to  place  in  your  hands  a  copy  of  Lord  EusseU's  reply  to  my 
note  to  him  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

Having  received  farther  information  from  Liverpool  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  purchaser  of  the  Sumter,  which  tended  to  show  still  more 
clearly  the  nature  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  presuming  that  some 
attempt  might  be  made  to  get  off  the  vessel  before  the  British  govern- 
ment could  be  ready  to  act,  on  Saturday  I  decided  upon  sending  a 
further  telegraphic  instruction  to  Mr.  Sprague,  a  copy  of  which  is  also 
transmitted.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  responsibility  I  assume  in  haz- 
arding a  possible  collision  with  Great  Britain  in  this  case.  But  as  the 
British  law  is  very  strong  on  this  point,  the  government  can  scarcely 
resist  its  application  in  this  instance  to  the  full  extent,  no  matter  what 
may  have  been  our  own  practice.  In  point  of  fact,  however,  there  is  no 
inconsistency  as  to  the  latter,  the  suspicion  of  fraud  being  such  as  to 
vitiate  the  whole  transaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  1, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  calling  my  attention  to  the  circumstances  attending  the 
sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to 
you,  in  reply,  that  the  law  oificers  of  the  Crown  have  already  the  case 
before  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  tfec,  cfec, 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sprague, 

London,  January  3,  1863. 

Klingender's  name  throws  much  suspicion  on  the  sale.    You  must 

refuse  to  recognize  it.    And  if  the  Sumter  try  to  slip  off  under  a  British 

flag,  Captain  Bryson  must  stop  and  take  her  on  the  high  seas  if  he  can. 

He  need  not  mind  the  twenty-four  hour  rule,  if  outside  the  jurisdiction. 

CHAELES  F.  ADAMS, 

United  States  Minister,  London. 
Mr.  Sprague,  United  States  Consul,  Gibraltar. 
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Mr.  Sprague's  reply  to  Mr.  Adams. 

San  Eoque,  January  5, 1863. 
Telegraph  Saturday  received.    Have  notified  governor  sale  Sumter 
will  not  be  recognized.    Sumter  quiet  in  port  past  week.    Has  ceased 
flying  any  flag. 

SPEAGUE. 
Mr.  Adams,  American  Minister,  London. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  305.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  23, 1863. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell's  note  to  me 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  30th  ultimo,  respecting  the 
validity  of  the  sale  of  the  Sumter  in  the  port  of  Gibraltar.  I  have  since 
then  sent  a  telegraphic  direction  to  the  consul  at  that  port,  a  copy  of 
■which  is  also  forwarded,  as  well  as  his  answer  received  last  evening. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAIsTOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  15,  1863. 

SiE :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  which  I 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  respecting 
the  sale  of  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  her  Majesty's  naval  and  military  of&cers  at  that  port  have  received 
instructions  not  to  giA^e  any  protection  to  that  vessel  beyond  the  waters 
of  Gibraltar;  but  it  will  of  course  be  clearly  understood  that  those 
instructions  do  not  preclude  the  owners  of  the  Sumter,  if  that  vessel 
should  be  taken  by  United  States  cruisers,  from  appealing,  according  to 
tlie  usage  and  practice  of  international'  law,  to  the  prize  court  in  the 
United  States  against  the  captors;  nor  will  her  Majesty's  government  be 
precluded  from  taking  any  course  which  may  hereafter  appear  to  them 
proper,  if  the  Sumter,  now  assumed  to  be'  British  property,  should  be 
hereafter  condemned,  or  otherwise  dealt  with  in  any  manner  which 
might  not  be,  in  their  judgment,  warranted  by  international  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[Telegram.] 
American  Minister,  London,  to  Mr.  Sprague,  American  Consul,  Gibraltar. 

London,  January  19,  1863—12.30  p.  m. 

The  Sumter  should  be  captured  if  she  goes  out  of  the  British  waters 
on  the  high  seas.  If  she  have  nominal  British  papers  she  must  be  sent 
home  for  adjudication  as  prize. 

Please  notify  the  naval  commanders. 
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[Telegram.] 

San  Eoqtje,  January  21,  1863 — 2.50  p.  m. 
Mr,  Adams,  American  Minister,  London : 

Tour  telegram  communiGated  to  our  commanders.    Sumter  coaling 
again  and  provisioning  to-day. 

SPEAGUE. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  324.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  13, 1863.  , 
SiK :  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Sprague,  the  oonsvil  at  Gibraltar,  a 
telegram  announcing  that  the  Sumter  left  the  port  of  Gibraltar  on  the 
night  of  the  7th  instant,  in  a  very  high  wind,  when  it  was  impossible  to 
communicate  with  the  Chippewa.    He  reports  her  as  bound  westward. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  oj  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward.        .  ' 
[Extract.] 

No.  32.]  "United  States  Consulate, 

Liver;pool,  February  17,  1863. 
gjjj.  *  #  #■#  #  *  #  * 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  is  in  the  river,  opposite 
Liverpool.  She  came  here  in  command  of  Captain  Hoare.  I  under- 
stand her  object  in  coming  is  to  repair,  to  put  in  new  boilers,  machines, 
&c.  I  have  informed  Mr.  Adams  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  a  pro- 
test on  his  part  to  this  government  against  her  repairing  here.  This, 
vessel  is  held  by  M.  G.  Klingender,  the  man  whom  Eraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.  use,  and  belongs,  in  my  opinion,  as  much  to  the  southern  confede- 
racy as  she  did  when  commanded  by  Cai)tain  Semmes.  The  sale  at 
Gibraltar  was  a  mere  sham  to  get  her  under  the  British  flag. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  333.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  20, 1863. 
Sik:  Shortly  after  I  received  the  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Sumter  at  Liverpool,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  oh  the  subject, 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  EEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^20  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  16,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  information  of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Sumter  at  Liverpool.  Having  already  clone  myself  the  honorto  suggest  to 
your  lordship  the  view  taken  by  my  government  of  the  true  nature  of  her 
position  at  Gibraltar  after  the  event  of  the  nominal  transformation  of 
her  by  a  fictitious  sale,  I  content  myself  with  respectfully  requesting 
your  attention  to  the  bearing  on  this  case  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation 
limiting  the  stay  of  vessels  of  the  respective  parties  to  the  present  strug- 
gle in  America  within  her  Majesty's  ports. 

<  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELBS  FEAITCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  40.]  United-  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  28,  1863. 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called .  the  Gibraltar,  has  gone  into  Clay- 
ton's graving  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  is  undergoing  repairs,  &c. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sevs^ard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  349.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  13, 1863. 

Sir:  The  law  officers  of  the  .Crown  having  consumed  some  weeks  in 
meditating  on  my  several  notes  to  Lord  Eussell,  of  the  9th,  the  16th, 
and  the  19th  of  February,  copies  of  which  were  submitted  to  you  in  my 
respective  dispatches  Nos.  322,  331,  and  333,  appear  to  have  relapsed 
into  their  old  theory  of  want  of  power  to  do  anything  at  all  to  protect  a 
friendly  nation  from  the  hostilities  of  British  subjects,  who  knowingly , 
violate  the  injunctions  of  the  Queen's  proclamation. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  notes  from  Lord  Eussell, 
all  dated  the  9th  instant,  respectively,  in  answer  to  mine  ali-eady  men- 
tioned.   I  mention  them  all  in  one  letter,  because  they  differ  only  in 
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relation  to  the  details,  and  all  equally  rest  on  the  practical  ahnegation 
of  will  as  well  as  of  power  to  perform  obvious  international  obligations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Dispatch  No.  322,  from  Mr.  Adams,  is  printed  under  "Enforcement  of 
Neutrality,"  "General  Subject,"  Vol. I,  p.  562,  and  dispatch  No.  331  of 
the  19th  February,  1803,  will  be  found  under  subdivision  "  The  Ala- 
bama," post.] 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  had  under  their  consideration,  in  communication  with  the  proper 
law  ad^sers  of  the  Crown,  your  letter  of  16th  ultimo,  stating  that  you 
had  received  information  of  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  Liver- 
pool, and  calling  my  attention  to  the  beariug  on  this  case  of  her  Majes- 
ty's proclamation  limiting  the  stay  within  British  ports  of  vessels  of 
war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  parties. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government,  in  the 
present  state  of  their  information  on  the  subject,  are  unable  to  assume, 
as  you  appear  to  do,  that  the  ship  lately  called  the  Sumter  has  not  been 
legally  and  bona  fide  sold  to  a  British  owner  for  commercial  and  peaceful 
purposes ;  and,  unless  it  were  established  that  the  sale  was  merely  fic- 
titious, her  Majesty's  proclamation,  to  which  you  refer,  cannot  be  deemed 
applicable  to  that  vessel  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  ' 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

JFor  remaining  inclosures  see  "Alabama"  and  "Enforcement  of  Neu- 
trality," "General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  578,  and  also  under  subdivision 
"The  Alabama,"  po8t.\ 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  44.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  6,  1863. 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  finished  her  re- 
pairs and  gone  into  the  great  float  at  Birkenhead.  She  is  all  ready  for 
sea.  A  gentleman,  who  went  over  her  yesterday,  reports  her  in  per- 
fect order.  She  has  no  arms  on  board  that  he  could  perceive,  but  every- 
thing ready  for  them.  I  have  from  time  to  time  reported  everything 
about  this  vessel  to  Mr.  Adams.  I  presume  he  has  protested  against 
her  being  repaired  at  this  port.  My  informant  was  told  by  those  on 
board  the  Sumter  that  she  had  sufficient  provisions  on  her  for  a  cruise. 
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I  have  but  little  doubt  but  what  sbe  wiU  make  ber  appearance  again  as 
a  pirate. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H,  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No,  352.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  19,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  which  I  had 
addressed  to  Lord  Eussell,  in  reply  to  two  of  his,  dated  on  the  9th, 
copies  of  which  were  sent  to  you  last  week. 
'_#  *  *  *  *  #  #  »•* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  March  14,  1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  9th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  16th  ultimo,  respecting 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Sumter.  Your  lordship  apprises  me  that  "  her 
Majesty's  government,  in  the  present  state  of  their  information  on  the 
subject,  are  unable  to  assume"  "that  the  ship  lately  called  the  Sumter 
has  not  been  legally  and  Vona  fide  sold  to  a  British  owner  for  commer- 
cial purposes,"  thereby  leading  me  to  infer  that  a  sale,  if  so  eifected, 
would  be  regarded  as  valid  by  them,  to  change  the  property  of  a  bellig- 
erent in  a  neutral  port. 

But  I  must  ask  pardon  for  calling  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  such  has  not  been  the  construction  heretofore  put  upon  the  law  by 
the  courts  of  Great  Britain  when  applied  to  belligerent  vessels  of  their 
own  enemies  in  neutral  ports.  In  the  learned  work  on  international 
law,  published  not  long  since,  by  Mr.  Eobert  Phillimore,  the  same  emi- 
nent individual  who  has  since  been  elevated  to  the  position  of  a  legal 
adviser  of  the  Crown,  I  find  it  expressly  affirmed  that  the  purchase  of 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  enemies  is  held  in  the  British  courts  to  be  in- 
valid. And,  further,  that  though  the  purchase  of  merchant  ships  be  not 
illegal,  it  is  liable  to  great  suspicion,  and  requires  to  be  established  by 
the  clearest  proof.  Furthermore,  should  the  ship,  after  such  transfer, 
"  be  employed  under  the  management  of  a  hostile  proprietor,  the  sale 
will  be  deemed  merely  colorable  and  collusive." — (Commentaries  on 
International  Law,  vol.  3,  pp.  307-8.) 

I  think  I  have  already  furnished  sufficient  evidence  to  your  lordship 
to  show  that  the  sale  of  this  vessel  is  open  to  each  and  all  of  these  ob- 
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jections,  whether  it  be  considered  as  a  public  or  a  private  transaction. 
But  her  Majesty's  government,  in  furnishing  shelter  for  so  long  a  period 
to  the  Sumter  in  the  harbor  of  Gibraltar,  as  a  ship  of  war  of  a  belliger- 
ent, has  determined  the  character  of  the  vessel.  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  during  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  Eussia,  her  Majesty's 
government  steadily  refused  to  recognize  the  transfer  of  any  vessels  of 
that  nation  in  neutral  ports.  .It  does  not,  then,  seem  unreasonable  if, 
on  behalf  of  my  government,  I  respectfully  venture  to  enter  a  remon- 
strance against  the  readiness  with  which  your  lordship  appears  to  recog- 
nize the  validity  of  a  transaction  which  the  law  not  only  presumes  to 
carry  fraud  on  its  face,  but  the  highest  authority  in  Great  Britain  de- 
clares to  be  invalid  altogether. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEAI^rCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Etjssell,  &g.,  &c.,  &c. 

[For  remaining  inclosure  see  "Enforcement  of  Keutrality,"  "General 
Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  579.] 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  50.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  20, 1863. 
Sm:        *  *  *  #  #  * 

On  inclosure  IsTo.  2,  find  letter  from  Foreign  Office  to  a'Mr.  Potter,  of 
Manchester,  about  vessels  building  here.  Also  a  slip  from  the  Star 
about  the  Sumter  and  Southerner.  The  Sumter  is  repaired  and  ready 
to  leave  at  any  moment.  Mr.  Adams  has  been  informed  about  her,  and 
no  doubt  protested  against  her.  The  Southerner,  I  think,  is  intended 
as  a  privateer  for  the  insurgents.  I  was  disposed  to  get  up  evidence  in 
this  case,  but  was  discouraged  by  Mr.  Adams,  she  being  out  of  my  con- 
sulate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Daily  Post,  March  14, 1863.] 
SHIP-BUILDING-  POK   THE   CONFEDEEATES. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office  has  been  received  by  Mr. 
Thomas  B.  Potter,  of  Manchester,  president  of  the  Union  and  Emanci- 
pation Society,  respecting  the  building  of  war  vessels  for  the  confeder- 
ates, similar  to  the  Alabama : 

"  FoEEiGN  Oppice,  March  11, 1863. 
"  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
copy,  signed  by  you,  of  a  resolution  of  the  executive  of  the  Union  and 
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Emancipation  Society  of  Manchester,  dated  the  3d  instant,  in  which 
that  society  records  its  protest  against  the  building  and  fitting  ont,  in 
this  country,  of  armed  vessels  for  the  government  of  the  so-styled  Con- 
federate States,  and  calls  upon  Parliament  and  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  put  an  effectual  end  to  such  proceedings. 

"  I  am  in  reply  to  request  that  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  so- 
ciety to  the  act  of  George  III,  cap.  69.  It  will  be  observed  in  that  act 
that  evidence  on  oath  is  required  to  enable  proceedings  to  be  taken 
against  persons  charged  with  contravening  it. 

"I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"E.  HAMMOND. 
"  Thomas  B.  Potter,  Esq., 

"President  of  the  Union  and  Umancipation  Society 

"  of  Manchester,  51  Piccadilly,  Manchester." 


[From  the  London  Star,  March  18,  1863.] 

CONFEDERATE  AVAR  VESSELS. 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  been  thoroughly 
repaired  at  the  Birkenhead  docks,  and  is  now  ready  for  sea.  The  screw 
steamer  Southerner,  intended  for  the  confederate  service,  was  launched 
last  week  at  Stockton.  The  gunboat  built  by  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  at 
Liverpool,  for  the  confederates,  was  also  launched  last  week. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  523.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  24, 1863. 
Sir  :  It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Dudley  may  have  called  your  attention  td 
the  fact  stated  in  the  accompanying  extract  from  a  disijatch  of  his  of 
the  3d  instant,  to  this  department,  namely,  that  Klingender  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  notorious  agents  of  the  insurgents  there,  are  also  the  reputed 
owners  of  the  Sumter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  S.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  (fee,  &o. 

[Dispatch  from  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward,  ITo.  43,  March  3, 1863,  is 
printed  under  subdivision  "The  Alabama," _post.] 


,  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

]<ro.  58. J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  3, 1863. 

Sir:        *  »    .  *  *  #         '      *  * 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  Gibraltar,  has  not  yet  sailed.    My 

firm  belief  is,  that  she  will  go  out  to  cruise  as  a  privateer.    Mr.  Young 

tells  me  that  aU  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
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three  men,  Lave  shipped  for  a  cruise  to  last  during  the  war.  It  is  there- 
fore not  likely  that  the  Sumter  is  taking  these  men  out  for  the  Alabama, 
as  is  alleged  ;  it  is  much  more  probable  that  she  is  bound  on  a  cruise 
herself.  I  have  written  to  our  consuls  at  Fayal  and  Funchal  about  her, 
and  mentioned  the  steamers  Japan,  Phantom,  and  Southerner,  and  gun- 
boat Alexandra. 

********* 

"With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,    ■ 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLiAJVt  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


,  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  368. 1  LEaATioN  OE  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 

Sir  :        *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  next  subject  of  correspondence  between  us  has  been  the  case  of 
the  Sumter.  It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  no  answer  has 
been  made  to  my  note  of  the  16th  of  February,  a  .copy  of  which  was 
sent  to  you  with  my  No.  333,  But  his  lordship  chose  to  begin  as  if  de 
novo  by  a  spontaneous  assurance  that  that  vessel  had  been  closely 
watched,  and  that  there  seemed  no  reason  to  believe  in  any  preparation 
for  her  early  departure.  A  copy  of  his  note  of  the  4th  instant  is  sub- 
joined to  this  dispatch,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  reply  on  the  6th  in- 
stant. I  stiU  remain  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Dudley's  information  is 
more  accurate  than  his  lordship's,  and  that  that  vessel  is  ready  to  go  as 

soon  as  she  can  slip  away. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  4, 1863. 

Sir  :  My  attention  having  been  drawn  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared 
in  the  Daily  News,  of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  which,  under  the  head  of 
"  Confederate  War  Vessels,"  is  included  the  Sumter,  now  called  the 
Gibraltar,  as  having  been  thoroughly  repaired  at  Birkenhead,  and  being 
ready  for  sea,  I  deemed  it  advisable  at  once  to  request  the  proper  au- 
thorities to  cause  particular  attention  to  be  paid  to  this  vessel. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  it  appears  from  a  report 
which  has  been  received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  and 
which  has  been  commnnicated  to  me,  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  her 
Majesty's  treasury,  that,  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter  at  that  port  on 
the  13th  of  February  last,  she  has  been  carefully  watched  by  the  cus- 
tom-house oflBcer,  and  that,  although  the  vessel  has  received  some  re- 
pairs, nothing  has  taken  place  regarding  her  of  a  suspicious  character. 

The  Sumt«r  appears  to  be  laid  up  in  the  upper  part  of  the  great  float 
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at  Birkenhead,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  sign  of  her  being  at  present 
intended  for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  add  that  the  authorities  at  Liverpool  are  instructed 
to  continue  to  observe  this  vessel,  and  to  report  without  delay  any  cir- 
cumstances of  an  unusual  character  which  may  happen  to  take  place 
with  regard  to  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Francis  Adajis,  Esq.,  c&c,  &c.,  (&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  6,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, in  reference  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Daily  News  of 
the  17th  ultimo,  respecting  the  immediate  preparation  of  the  Sumter  for 
departure  from  the  port  of  Liverpool.  I  must  confess  that  the  informa- 
tion received  by  me  from  Liverpool  from  wholly  independent  sources 
had  led  me  to  believe  the  newspaper  statement  to  be  true.  It  is,  however, 
with  very  great  sati-sfaction  I  receive  the  contradiction  of  it  from  your 
lordship,  as  well  as  the  assurance  that  the  movements  of  that  vessel  are 
under  the  observation  of  her  Majesty's  government.  I  am  the  more  led 
to  indulge  this  that  the  notice  appears  to  have  been  spontaneously  fur- 
nished to  me,  with  a  degree  of  courtesy  which  I  should  be  wanting  in 
my  duty  if  I  were  to  fail  properly  to  appreciate. 

I  pray  your  lordship 'to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  EEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No. -389.]  Legation  of  the  "United  States, 

London,  April  24,  1863.. 

Sir:  Lord  Eussell  has  this  week  renewed  the  correspondence  in 
respect  to  the  Sumter.    I  transmit  a  copy  of  his  note  of  the  20th  instant. 

1  append  a  copy,  of  my  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


JEarl  BfLssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  20, 1803. 
Sir  :  There  are  several  statements  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  March 
respecting  the  sale  of  the  Sumter,  at  Gibraltar,  to  a  British  owner,  upon 
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wMch,  if  any  advantage  were  likely  to  result  from  further  discussion  of 
the  subject,  I  should  feel  it  right  to  observe.  But  it  appears  to  me  suf- 
ficient to  say,  that  you  seem  to  have  confounded,  both  in  your  reasoning 
upon  the  subject  and  in  your  reference  to  Authority,  the  positions 
of  a  neutral  and  belligerent  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  ships  belonging  to 
another  belligerent,  and  to  have  forgotten,  as  in  the  instance  of  your 
reference  to  a  statement  in  a  passage  on  the  law  of  prize,  that  no  neutral 
state,  such  as  Great  Britain  now  is,  admiuisters  prize  law  in  favor  of 
either  belligerent. 

The  neutral  and  belligerent  have  distinct  right  in  the  matter;  the 
neutral  has  a  right  to  acquire  such  property  offered  to  him  for  purchase; 
but  the  belligerent  may,  in  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case,  not 
recognize  the  transfer  of  such  property  as  being  that  of  his  enemy,  only 
parted  with  to  the  neutral  in  order  to  protect  it  from  capture  on  the  high 
seas.  The  prize  coiu't  of  the  belligerent,  when  property  so  circum- 
stanced is  brought  before  it,  decides  whether  the  transfer  is  fair  or 
fraudulent. 

The  British  government,  when  neutral,  is  not  bound  to  refuse  to  a 
British  subject  the  right  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  a  vessel  which  a  bel- 
ligerent owner  may  desire  to  part  with,  but  it  would  not  deny  the  right 
of  the  adverse  belligerent  to  ascertain,  if  such  vessel  were  captured  by 
its  cruisers,  whether  the  vessel  had  rightfully,  according  to  the  law  of 
nations,  come  into  the  possession  of  the  neutral ;  and  if  Great  Britain 
were  herself  belligerent,  she  would  not  complain  of  a  neutral,  govern- 
ment allowing  one  of  its  subjects  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  a  vessel  which 
her  adversary  might  desire  to  part  with,  though  she  would  have  the 
right  of  capturing  such  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  and  sending  it  before 
the  prize  court  for  judgment  as  to  whether  the  vessel  had  rightfully, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  become  the  property  of  a  neutral  owner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  (fee,  do. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  April  22,  1863. 
My  Loed  :  I  have  carefully  re-examined  the  positions  taken  in  my 
note  of  the  14th  of  March,  to  which  your  lordship  refers  in  yours  of  the 
20th  instant,  as  I  always  do  when  called  upon  by  any  comments  you  are 
pleased  to  make  to  me.  But  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  see  the  force 
of  your  objections.  I  did  not  forget  the  fact  that  no  neutral  state  admin- 
isters prize  law  in  favor  of  either  belligerent.  In  the  case  of  the  Sum- 
ter, though  I  tried  to  explain  the  law  in  its  fullest  extent,  as  applied  to 
all  belligerent  vessels,  whether  war  ships  or  merchantmen,  I  called  your 
lordship's  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that  her  Majesty's  government 
had  recognized  the  Sumter  as  a  war  ship  of  a  belligerent,  in  the  .port  of 
Gibraltar,  and  to  the  further  fact  that  it  had  never  recognized  the  trans- 
fer of  such  a  vessel  to  a.  neutral  as  valid,  either  in  the  exposition  of 
public  law,  as  given  by  high  authority  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  "the  prac- 
tice of  the  nation  when  itself  a  belligerent.  Hence  it  would  appear  as 
if  Great  Britain  were  now  disposed  to  recognize'  the  validity  of  an 
act   of  a  belligerent    toward   herself,    a    neutral,  which,   as  a  belli- 


528 


REBEL    CRUISERS. 


gerent,  she  had  always  refused  to  acknowledge  when  attempted  by  any 
other  neutral  nation.  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  imagine  that  your  lord- 
ship has  really  intended  to  place  Great  Britain  in  a  position  which  seems, 
to  my  view,  singularly  at  war  as  much  with  the  first  principles  of  justice 
as  with  the  reciprocal  obligations  of  international  law. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  &c.,  &o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  586.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  7,  1863. 
Sir:  Teur  dispatch  of  April  24  (Ko.  389)  has  been  received,  together 
with  its  accompaniments,  a  renewed  correspondence  between  Earl  Eus- 
sell and  yourself  concerning  the  case  of  the  Sumter. 

The  positions  you  have  maintained  in  your  reply  to  his  lordship  are 
approved,  and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  upon  further  consideration  they 
will  be  conceded  by  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED.' 

Chaelbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &g.,  &o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  414.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  14,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Lord  Eussell  to 
me  of  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  22d  ultimo,  which  was  sent 
to  you  with  my  No.  389,  of  the  24th  of  April,  on  the  subject  of  the 
steamer  Sumter.    I  presume  this  closes  the  correspondence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoREi&N  Office,  May  8, 1863. 
Sir:  It  is  not  necessary  or  desirable  to  prolong  the  controversy  with 
regard  to  the  steamer  Gibraltar,  otherwise  Sumter.  I  shall,  therefore, 
merely  pbserve,  with  reference  to  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  .address  to  me  on  the  22d  ultimo,  that  I  have  not  stated  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  deviate  in  this  case  from  any 
acknowledged  principles  of  international  law,  or  from  the  exijosition  of 
those  principles  hitherto  given  in  courts  administering  that  law.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  firm  intention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  both  in 
the  case  of  the  Sumter  and  in  every  other  case,  to  abide  by  those  princi- 
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pies,  wMcli  they  have  hitherto  most  scrupulously  maintained  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  present  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Chables  Fkanois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  d;c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward: 
[Extract.] 

No.  81.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  22, 1863. 
Sir:  #**•** 
In  my  last  dispatch  I  mentioned  that  the  steamer  Sumter  had  taken 
in  a  fresh  lot  of  coal.  One  of  my  men  visited  her  yesterday.  He  found 
workmen  calking  her  between  the  decks.  The  only  officer  on  board  at 
the  time  was  an  engineer,  who  told  him  she  was  to  sail  for  Bermuda  in 
a  few  days.  From  another  source  I  learned  she  was  preparing  for  sea. 
This  morning  she  left  her  dock  at  Birkenhead,  and  has  been  towed  over 
to  the  docks  iu  Liverpool.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  what  she  intends 
sailing  in  a  very  short  time;  on  what  errand  or  iu  what  character  I  have 
not  as  yet  been  able  to  learn ;  I  think  as  a  privateer.    I  cannot  as  yet 

obtain  any  evidence  against  her. 

********* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — The  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  just  entered  at  thes 
customs  to  load  for  CaUao  by  M.  G.  Klingender  &  Co.  This  Klingender  is. 
the  pretended  purchaser,  and  holds  her  either  for  the  Erasers  or  the  con- 
federate government.  I  regard  her  as  much  in  the  service  of  the  confed- 
erate government  as  when  Captain  Semmes  commanded  and  she  was. 
burning  our  merchantmen.  This  entering  her  for  CaUao  is  merely  a 
blind. 


Mr.  DvMey  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.  1 

■^o.  84.]  United  States  CtowsuLATE,, 

Liverpool,  May  29, 1863'. 
Sm:     *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  understand  that  the  steamer  Sumter,  now  caled  the  Gibraltar,,  wiU) 
follow  the  Phantom  in  a  day  or  two  after.    I  think  the  Sumter  will  again 
turn  pirate.    The  Sumter  is  taking  in  to-day  a  very  large  iron  ftame- 
work  resembling  a  pivot-bridge.   It  is  in  pieces,  and  to  be  put  together 
34  A  0— VOL.  n 
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after  it  arrives  at  some  port.    I  am  told  Captain  Eead  of  the  rebel  navy 
is  to  command  the  Sumter. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  ■William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

!N"o.  86.]  TJnited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  30, 1863. 
SiE:  The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  Gibraltar,  is  stiU  here.  In  my 
dispatch  of  yesterday  I  mentioned  she  was  taking  in  an  iron  framework, 
supposed  to  be  a  pivot-bridge.  One  of  my  men  has  just  called  to  say  he 
has  been  watching  the  arrivals  of  the  teams  from  the  Mersey  Forge 
Company,  where  it  has  been  manufactured,  and  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  a  turret  or  tower  for  some  vessel  to  be  used  for  war  purposes,  or 
else  for  some  fort.  He  is  fully  persuaded  that  it  is  for  war  purposes.  If 
this  vessel  is  not  captured  on  her  way  out  she  should  be  closely  watched 

and  reported. 

*••«*•* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

'E.  B. — Since  writing  the  above,  a  gentleman  whom  I  employed  to 
visit  the  Sumter  has  called.  He  says  this  framework  is  intended  for  war 
purposes,  and  that  he  learned  while  there  that  two  guns  connected  with 
this  frame  are  to  be  placed  on  board  to-night.  They  each  weigh  twenty- 
two  tons.  He  could  not  learn  whether  they  were  to  be  mounted  or  stowed 
as  cargo;  most  probably  the  latter.  If  she  is  taking  them  out  for  some 
other  vessel  or  fortification,  she  wiU  most  likely  go  to  some  one  of  the 
West  India  Islands.    ****** 

P.  S. — From  another  and  reliable  source  the  ab»ve  has  all  been  con- 
firmed, with  the  addition  that  the  guns  are  rifled  and  throw  shot  weigh- 
ing ,six  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  are  intended  for  the  insurgents. 
The  shot  have  been  shipped  in  some  vessel. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

iTo.  89.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  5, 1863. 
SiEi  In  my  last  communication  to  the  department  I  referred  to  the 
fact  that  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Forge  Company  were  making  the  frame 
or  parts  of  a  frame  for  another  iron-clad  ram  for  the  confederates.  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  report  received  from  a  reliable  person 
from  the  inside  of  these  works,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  marked  No.  1. 
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A  part  of  this  I  think  has  gone  on  the  steamer  Sumter,  which  is  still  in 
the  Mersey. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Secretary  of  State. 


Ko.  1. 

REPORT. 

Mersey  Steel  and  Iron  Works, 

June  3,  1863. 

About  October,  1862,  this  company  received  an  order  from  the  British 
government  to  construct  a  quantity  of  "  Battery  Breasts."  This  work,  al- 
though not  yet  completed,  was  abandoned  about  the  1st  April  last.  Since 
that  date,  the  company  has  been  manufacturing  the  foUowiag  articles 
for  an  iron  ram,  viz : 

About  forty  plates,  all  made  of  the  best  iron,  and  under  the  hammer, 
instead  of  being  rolled  in  the  usual  way.  Each  plate  is  fifteen  feet  long 
by  fifteen  inches  broad,  and  two  and  one-fourth  inches  thick.  This  last 
would  be  sufftcient  to  case  the  top  of  an  iron  ram,  and  they  were  sent 
otft  of  the  company's  yard  about  the  20th  of  May  last. 

A  bosh,  or  front  part  of  a  ram  made  of  best  iron,  and  under  the 
hammer,  weighing  about  twenty-six  tons,  was  removed  from  Mr.  East- 
wood's hammer  to  be  planed  2d  June  instant. 

A  keel,  or  large  piece  of  iron  to  connect  the  screw  of  a  ram,  has  also 
been  made  of  best  iron  under  Mr.  Brooks's  hammer.  It  weighs  about 
eleven  tons,  and  is  now  ready  for  planing.  Four  bolts,  five  feet  long 
and  twelve  inches  in  diameter,  were  sent  in  a  spring  cart  to  have  screws 
cut  at  J.  Jack  &  Co.'s  foundry,  Great  Howard  street,  about  26th  May, 
and  a  few  days  after  they  were  brought  back,  and  again  taken  away 
from  the  Mersey  Company's  yard. 

Two  pieces  of  iron,  made  under  the  hammer,  four  and  one-fourth  feet 
long  by  two  feet  square,  are  now  being  made. 

A  quantity  of  knees  for  an  iron  ram,  made  under  the  hammer  instead 
of  being  roUed,  weighing  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  weight 
each,  are  now  being  made. 

Shaft,  a  very  large  one  for  the  engine  of  a  screw  steamer,  and  shaft, 
a  ditto,  for  a  paddle  engine,  are  now  being  made. 

A  piston-rod,  and  four  large  size  connecting  rods  of  a  ship-engine 
were  sent  out  of  the  yard  about  the  22d  May  last,  and  two  more  similar 
connecting  rods  are  now  being  made. 

Four  field  guns,  twenty-eight  pounds  each,  covered  with  white  lead 
and  canvass,  were  sent  away  about  21st  May. 

Three  breech-loading  guns  for  a  ship,  twelve  pounds  each,  will  be 
ready  to  leave  the  yard  about  4:th  or  5th  June  instant. 

This  company  has  made  similar  material  to  the  before-named  large 
pieces  of  iron  for  Messrs.  J.  Laird  &  Co.,  of  Birkenhead,  when  the  latter 
firm  were  constructiug  the  Chinese  war  vessels,  and  the  two  rams  now 
on  the  stocks,  and  these  were  always  put  on  board  a  flat  or  derrick  in 
Egerton  dock,  close  below  the  Mersey  Company's  works.  The  com- 
pany has  fourteen  carters,  but  the  pieces  of  iron  are  chiefly  taken  from 
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the  yard  by  Joseph  Brooks,  (driver  of  the  spring-cart,)  Thornton  place, 
off  Wellington  road ;  Edward  James,  Thornton  place,  corner  Holland 
street ;  Edward  Amson,  a  court  in  Llewellyn  street ;  John  Mersey,  ad- 
dress unknown. 

About  eighteen  months  ago  this  company,  in  order  to  complete  an  order 
for  field  pieces,  shipped  those  from  the  carriages  of  the  L.  A.  Volunteers, 
and  subsequently  replaced  them  with  others. 

The  whole  of  this  company's  workmen  believe  that  the  different  large 
pieces  of  iron,  which  have  been  made  during  the  last  two  months,  and 
are  still  in  the  course  of  being  manufactured,  are  intended  to  be  used 
in  the  construction  of  an  iron  ram  for  the  Confederate  States  in  some 
foreign  port,  and  that  they  wiU  be  sent  from  Liverpool  in  a  clandestine 
way  by  different  ships. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.  ] 

ISo.  425.]  LEaATION  OP  THE  IJNITED  STATES, 

Iiondon,  June  5, 1863, 
gjjj.  *#*#**** 

I  now  transmit  copies  of  the  notes  and  papers  connected  with 
the  #  #  *  Sumter,  and  likewise  of  such  replies  as  I  have 
received  from  Lord  EusseU. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAIfCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  Fnited  States, 

London,  May  23, 1863. 
MtLoed:  *  *  .        •  •  *  *  * 

At  the  same  time,  I  seize  the  opportunity  to  mention  that,  from  in- 
formation received  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  I 
am  led  to  the  belief  that  preparations  are  actively  in  progress  for  the 
expediting  of  the  Sumter  from  that  port. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEAIirCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  EARL  Etjssell,  d;o.,  d;c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  Maya's,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,    *    *    *    stating  that  you  have  been  informed  that  the 
Sumter  is  being  equipped  for  sea,  and  I  have  lost  no  time  ia  forwarding 
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copies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment. 

I  have  the  honor,  &o., 


Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


EUSSELL. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  May  30, 1863. 

gj^ .  •  *  *  *.»  *  #'* 

With  reference  to  the  Gibraltar  or  Sumter,  which  you  say  you  are  in- 
formed is  being  prepared  for  sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  yoa  that 
the  report  from  the  surveyor  as  to  that  vessel  agrees  with  the  informa- 
tion which  has  reached  you,  so  far  as  relates  to  her  being  preparing  for 
sea.  He,  however,  adds  that  aU  fittings  for  warlike  purposes  have  been 
removed  from  her  since  she  obtained  her  British  registry,  and  that  he 
has  pTivate  information  that  it  is  not  intended  to  refit  her  as  a  vessel  of 
war. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <fcc.,  &o. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 
fEstraot.  1 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  30, 1863. 

Mt  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool.  »  *  *  * 

I  pray,  &c., 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  EARL  Eussell,  &c.,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  28, 1863. 
Sir:         *  *  *'*  *  *  #  *_ 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  I  understand,  is  to  sail 
Sunday  or  Monday  next.  I  think  this  vessel  will  also  prove  to  be  a  pri- 
vateer. ,    ,.     J. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister; 
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Mr.  Adams  to  JEarl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  3, 1863. 
Mx  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  depositions  re- 
lating to  the  uses  about  to  be  made  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  now  called 
the  Gibraltar.  As  I  have  already  so  fully  explained  the  grounds  of  re- 
monstrance against  the  course  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government  in 
recognizing  the  transformation  of  that  vessel,  I  can  now  only  express 
my  regret  that  those  representations  should  have  met  with  so  little  suc- 
cess. I  can  only  add,  that  from  a  knowledge  of  the  views  entertained 
by  my  government  of  this  transaction,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  until  further 
instructed,  to  continue  to  decline  to  recognize  any  change  of  the  char- 
acter of  that  vessel  on  the  high  seas. 
I  pray,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  cfee. 


Deposition  of  Moses  Lansing, 

To  wit:  - 

I,  Moses  Lansing,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
TJnited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  hair-dresser,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare — 

That  I  reside  at  ISo.  185  Great  Howard  street,  in  Liverpool,  and,  in 
the  course  of  my  business,  come  much  in  contact  with  seamen;  that  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  the  thirtieth  instant,  four  seafaring  men  came  to 
my  shop  on  business,  (to  be  shaved  and  have  their  hair  cut,)  and  being 
acquainted  with  one  of  them,  I  entered  into  conversation  with  them, 
about  where  they  were  bound  to.  They  informed  me  theywere  work- 
ing on  board  the  Gibraltar,  formerly  the  Sumter;  that  they  were  going 
to  sign  articles  to  go  into  her  for  three  years;  that  they  were  not  going 
to  sign  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  but  on  board  the  ship;  that  they  were  go- 
ing out  about  Wednesday  next,  and  expected  to  sign  on  Tuesday;  that 
the  Gibraltar  was  to  go  to  Nassau  from  Liverpool,  and  that  she  was  to 
go  from  there  as  a  privateer,  but  they  did  not  know  her  destination. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the 
same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  an  ^ct,  &c.,  &c. 

MOSES  LAPSING. 

Declared  and  subscribed  at  Liverpool,  the  1st  day  of  June,  1863,  be- 
fore me. 

I.  PBAESON, 

A  Commissioner,  &o. 

Deposition  of  John  MarMam. 

Borough  of  Liverpool,  to  wit: 

I,  John  Markham,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
TJnited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  master  mariner,  do  sol- 
emnly and  sincerely  declare — 

That  I  reside  at  'So.  2,  Pool  Eoad,  Egremont ;  that  on  Saturday  eve- 
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ning  last  I  was  in  company  with  Thomas  Burton,  assistant  dock-master, 
or  dock-gateman,  at  Clarence,  half-tide-dock,  and  was  told  by  him  that 
the  steamer  Gibraltar  had  taken  on  board  two  very  large  guns  on  Friday 
last;  that  he  had  seen  them,  and  that  they  weighed  several  tons. 
And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  &c.,  &c. 

JOHN  MAEKHAM. 

Declared  and  subscribed,  at  Liverpool,  the  1st  day  of  June,  1863,  be- 
fore 

I.  PEAESON, 

A  Commissioner^  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  4, 1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  yesterday,  respecting  the  Gibraltar,  or  Sumter, 
was  unfortunately  not  delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  till  8.50  p.  m., 
some  time  after  the  business  of  the  day  was  ended  and  the  of&ce  closed. 
I  have  at  the  earliest  possible  hour,  this  morning,  communicated  with 
the  treasury  and  home  department;  and  I  have  requested  that  orders 
may  at  once  be  sent  by  telegraph  to  the  proper  authorities  to  pay  im- 
mediate attention  to  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  your  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ETJSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  89.]  United  States  Consttlate, 

Liverpool,  June  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  Sumter  is  still  here,  but  will  no  doubt  leave  in  a  few  days. 
I  learn  that  Captain  Eead,  the  same  man  who  commanded  the  Bermuda 
when  she  was  captured,  is  to  command  and  take  out  the  Sumter,  or 
Gibraltar,  as  she  is  now  cialled,  and  that  it  is  his  intention  to  run  her 
into  Charleston.  He  says  he  will  run  her  in  or  else  blow  her  up  ;  that 
under  no  circumstances  she  shall  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States. 
I  now  think  this  is  her  destination.  The  large  guns  that  she  is  to  take 
out  in  her,  and  referred  to  in  my  previous  dispatches,  are  not  yet  on 
board ;  one  of  them  is  loaded  on  the  carriage  in  the  yard  of  the  foundery 
where  made.  The  guns  each  weigh  about  twenty-two  tons.  There  are 
one  hundred  and  fifty  shot  for  these  guns  on  board.  The  shot 
are  about  two  feet  long  and  fifteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  each  weigh 
five  hundred  three-quarters  and  four  pounds.  They  are  rifled  shot,  with 
four  brass  beads  around  th§m,  and  have  a  screw-hole  in  at  each  end. 
There  are  fifty  shells  in  the  yard  intended  for  these  same  guns.  Each 
gun  has  a  crane  attached,  for  lifting  the  shot  in  loading.  The  guns  have 
carriages  and  everything  complete.  One  of  my  men  has  learned  that 
they  are  to  be  mounted  at  Charleston,  but  I  do  not  regard  his  informar 
tion  as  reliable.  The  guns,  all  agree,  are  to  be  put  on  the  Sumter;  that 
is,  taken  out  on  her.    Considerable  machinery  has  been  placed  on  her 
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since  my  last  communication  to  the  department.    Slie  will  bp  loaded 
very  deep  by  tbe  time  the  additional  shells  and  guns  are  on  board. 

********* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretarif  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  24, 1863. 
gjjj.  ####*#*# 
The  Gibraltar  is  still  here,  apparently  ready  for  sea.  Having  received 
information  that  she  had  received  two  large  guns  on  board,  I  communi- 
cated it  to  the  authorities  through  the  officer  appointed  to  look  after  her 
fl,nd  other  vessels,  and  to-day  a  customs  officer  has  been  sent  to  search 
her.  I  understand  the  customs  refuse  her  a  clearance,  and  that  Khng- 
ender  made  an  applipation  to  the  government  to  ship  two  large  guns  on 

her,  and  was  refused. 

#  *  *  *  #  *  *  #  * 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
By  H.  S.  WILDmG, 

Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  102.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  1, 1863. 
gjjj.  #  *  #•♦*  *  #, 

The  steamer  Sumter  is  still  in  port.  She  has  taken  on  the  two  large 
guns  referred  to  in  previous  dispatches.  The  collector  refuses  to  clear 
the  vessel  until  they  are  removed,  and  threatens  to  seize  her  if  she  sails 
without  her  clearance.  Either  the  government  or  owners  wiU  have  to 
give  way.  This  looks  as  if  the  authorities  were  in  earnest;  at  least  so 
far  as  this  vessel  is  concerned.  ***** 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — ^My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  a  discussion  in  the  House 
last  night  about  the  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar.  It  would  seem 
that  the  government  has  given  in,  and  that  the  vessel  wiU  sail  with  the 
guns  on  board. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.3 

Ko.  103.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  3,  1863. 
Sm:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  sailed  this  morning.. 
As  yet  she  has  not  cleared  from  the  customs;  will  do  so  probably  next 
week.  She  is  one  of  the  privileged  class,  and  not  held  down  like  other 
vessels  to  strict  rules  and  made  to  conform  to  regulations.  She  has  on 
her  a  number  of  guns  in  cases,  among  them  the  two  large  Blakeley, 
weighing  some  twenty-two  tons  each,  shot,  shell,  and  other  munitions  of 
war,  and  machinery,  which  I  think  is  intended  to  work  the  guns  in  the 
turrets  of  the  ironclads  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird.  I  believe 
these  guns  are  for  these  ixon-clads. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLLAM  H,  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  104.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  i,  1863. 
Sib:  ##*«*» 

The  clearance  of  the  Sumter,  called  the  Gibraltar,  appears  in  the 
papers  this  morning  for  ^Nassau.  I  forgot  to  mention  yesterday  that  she 
is  commanded  by  a  southerner  by  the  name  of  E.  C.  Eeid.    M.  G.  KUng- 

ender's  name  figures  as  her  consignee. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon,  William:  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  449.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londonj  July  10, 1863. 

The  Sumter  has  sailed  at  last,  heavily  laden  with  cannon  and  stores. 
It  appears  that  the  British  government  attempted,  at  first,  to  stop  her, 
but  desisted  on  the  assurance  that  the  heavy  guns  were  only  sent  as 
freight.  No  answer  whatever  has  been  given  to  my  representations  of 
the  law  touching  this  case.    The  government  which  never  acknowledges 
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tlie  right  of  transfer  of  an  armed  belligerent  vessel  to  a  neutral  when 
itself  a  party  in  the  war,  has  quietly  permitted  the  act  to  be  done  in  her 
own  ports,  when  herself  a  neutral.  Of  course  she  cannot  venture  to  go 
further   and  reclaim  her  should  she  be  captured  anywhere  on  the 


ocean. 
* 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THE  NASHVILLE. 

Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  10.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Bermuda,  November  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Nashville  arrived  here  on 
the  30th  ultimo.  While  she  was  on  her  way  to  the  dock  yard  I  called 
upon  his  excellency  the  governor  and  informed  him  of  the  character  of 
the  vessel,  and  the  probable  cause  of  her  coming  here,  and  asked  him 
to  order  that  no  supplies  should  be  granted  to  her.  The  governor  desired 
me  to  make  my  application  in  writing,  which  I  did,  and  the  copies  of  my 
letters  and  his  reply  are  herewith  inclosed. 

The  Nashville  left  the  dockyard  yesterday  afternoon,  and  is  now  lying 
in  the  port  of  St.  George,  and  preparations  are  being  made  to  supply  her 
with  five  or  six  hundred  tons  of  coal.  With  the  ordinary  facilities  here, 
it  will,  I  think,  take  five  days  to  put  this  quantity  on  board,  and  as  Sun- 
day intervenes,  it  wUl  probably  be  six  days  at  least  before  she  can  get  to 
sea.  It  is  possible  that  the  laborers  here,  who  are  now  discussing  the 
character  of  this  vessel,  may  refuse  to  work,  and  in  this  event  her 
stay  here  may  be  prolonged  for  several  days  beyond  the  time  men- 
tioned. 

From  information  on  which  I  think  I  can  rely,  the  Nashville  left 
Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and  is  bound  to  Liverpool. 
A  newspaper,  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  the  26th  ultimo,  has  been  shown 
me,  which  came  from  her.  Messrs.  SlideU  and  Mason  were  to  have  taken 
passage  by  her ;  indeed,  they  had  gone  on  board,  but  fearing  detention 
on  the  bai^,  were  transferred  to  a  smaller  steamer,  which,  it  is  supposed, 
conveyed  them  to  one  of  the  southern  islands. 

The  NashviUe  appears  to  have  no  armament,  only  two  small  irojQ  guns 
forward,  and  the  commander  stated  at  the  custom-house  that  these  were 
the  only  guns  on  board, 

I  shall  hand  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  who  forwards  iihis,  and  sails 
to-day,  a  letter  addressed  to  the  commander  of  any  United  States  ship 
of  war  which  he  may  chance  to  meet  with  on  his  passage  to  New  York, 
stating  that  the  Nashville  is  here,  of  the  probable  time  she  will  be  de- 
tained, and  her  supposed  destination.  The  steamer  from  St.  Thomas  for 
Halifax  is  due  here  to-morrow,  and  I  shall  write  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  Halifax,  requesting  him  to  telegraph  to  you  the  same  informa- 
tion. 

No  vessel  belonging  to  our  navy  has  been  signalled  here  since  the 
departure  of  the  Connecticut  on  the  21st  ultimo. 
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All  that  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  do  to  prevent  the  KashviUe  from 
obtaining  a  supply  of  coal  here  has  been  done.  The  person  who  has 
engaged  to  supply  her  has  been  deaf  to  my  arguments  and  remonstrances, 
and  I  dan  pnly  nq,w  fold  my  hands  and  hope  and  pray  that  one  of  our  ves- 
sels of  war  may  come  here  before  her  departure. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

An  officer  from  the  Kashville  has  stated  that  he  saw  the  commander 
of  the  steamer  Bermuda  the  day  before  they  left  Charleston,  and  that 
it  was  proposed  to  load  the  Bermuda  with  cotton,  and  dispatch  her  for 
Liverpool. 


Mr.-  Wells  to  Governor  Ord. 

United  States  Consulate, 

St.  George,  October  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  an  armed  steam 
vessel,  under  the  flag  of  the  so-caUed  Confederate  States  of  America, 
arrived  here  this  afternoon,  and  is  now  at  anchor  near  her  Majesty's  naval 
yard. 

This  vessel  has,  I  learn,  called  here  to  obtain  a  supply  of  coal,  and  as 
she  has  been  sent  out  for  the  piu-pose  of  committing  depredations  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  I  respectfully  solicit  that  your  excellency 
win  be  pleased  to  order  that  no  supplies  may  be  granted  her  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  • 

F.  B,  WELLS. 
His  Excellency  Lieut.  Col.  Hakky  St.  Geoege  Okd, 

Governor,  &c.,  tfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord. 

United  States  Consulate, 

St.  George,  October  31, 1861. 
Snt:  I  have  been  informed  this  morning  that  the  steam  vessel^  in 
reference  to  which  I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  address  your  excellency, 
is  now  on  her  way  to  this  port,  where  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
John  T.  Fisher,  esq.,  police  magistrate  of  this  town,  to  supply  her  with 
coal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 
His  Excellency  Lieut.  Col.  Haekt  St.  Geokge  Ord, 

Governor,  &c.,  a;c.,  &g. 


Governor  Ord  to  Mr.  Wells. 

Mount  Langton,  October  31, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  30th  instant,  informing  me  than  an  armed  steam  vessel,  bearing 
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the  flag  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  has  arrived  here 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  coal,  and  requesting  me  to  order 
that  no  supplies  may  be  granted  to  her ;  and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  acquaint 
you  that  the  officer  commanding  this  vessel  had  made  an  application  to 
be  allowed  to  draw  a  supply  of  coals  from  the  stores  of  her  Majesty's 
dock  yard,  and  has  been  informed  that  his  request  cannot  be  complied 
with. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date,  stating  that  the  vessel  referred  to  is  now  on  her  way  to  the 
port  of  St.  George,  where  arrangements  have  been  made  with  J.  T. 
Fisher,  esq.,  to  supply  her  with  coals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.ST.GEOEGEOED, 
Governor  and  Commander 4n- Chief. 
F.  B.  Wells,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  13.]  United  States  Consttlatb, 

Bermuda,  November  8, 1861. 

■SlE :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  1st  instant  relative  to 
the  steamer  Nashville,  which  vessel  left  here  at  noon  on  the  5th  instant. 

I  also  forwarded  to  you  a  letter  which  I  had  received  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  island  concerning  the  Nashville.  From  that  letter  it  might 
be  inferred  that  the  authorities  here  felt  no  disposition  to  extend  assist- 
ance to  that  vessel.  But  it  was  well  known  to  the  governor  and  the  super- 
intendent of  the  dock  yard  that  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  coal  kept 
here  by  merchants ;  and  the  commander  of  the  Nashville,  when  he  made 
his  application  "  to  be  allowed  to  draw  a  supply  of  coal  from  the  stores 
of  her  Majjesty's  dock  yard,  and  was  informed  that  his  request  could 
not  be  complied  with,"  was  doubtless  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  other 
sources  of  supply  were  open  to  him,  and  when  such  was  the  case  that 
it  was  not  the  rule  to  grant  stores  from  the  dock  yard. 

•  But  what  would  have  been  done,  had  there  been  no  coal  in  the  mar- 
ket, was  soon  made  apparent.  The  Nashville  commenced  coaling  Fri- 
day morning,  and  that  day  a  telegraph  was  sent  to  the  dock  yard  that 
the  supply  was  probably  insufficient,  and  a  request  was  made  for  two 
hundred  tons  from  the  yard.  That  night  a  gunboat  went  from  the  yard 
to  St.  George,  and  the  lieutenant  in  charge  was  seen  to  go  ori  board  the 
Nashville,  and  in  a  short  time  he  returned  to  the  yard.  At  this  time 
the  bark  Oraville,  of  Eockland,  Maine,  was  discharging  coal  in  the  yard, 
and  on  Friday  evening  the  master  of  the  Oraville  was  notified  that  the 
Nashville  was  coming  there  next  morning  to  take  two  hundred  tons  of 
coal,  and  he  was  directed  to  remove  his  ship  from  the  wharf  and  give 
place  to  the  steamer  as  soon  as  she  was  seen  on  her  way  up.  But  the 
supply  at  St.  George  was  found  to  be  sufficient,  and  the  steamer  did  not 
return  to  the  yard. 

When  the  collector  of  customs  claimed  the  light  dues  for  the  Nash- 
ville, her  commander  objected  to  its  payment,  and  on  referring  the  mat- 
ter to  the  governor,  the  collector  was  instructed  to  relinquish  the  claim, 
and  "  to  extend  the  same  courtesies  to  the  Nashville  that  were  due  to 
any  other  vessel  of  war." 

I  passed  across  the  wharf  the  morning  the  NashviUe  commenced  coaling. 
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A  large  number  of  coal  baskets  were  ranged  there,  filled,  marked  B.  O., 
(Board  of  Ordnance,)  and  while  I  was  observing  them  a  man  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  militai?y  storekeeper  who  had  furnished  the  baskets  came 
along,  and  with  a  pot  of  black  paint  effaced  the  letters.  The  military- 
storekeeper  would  probably  not  have  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  keep 
up  appearances  by  disrating  or  putting  his  baskets  out  of  office  if  he 
had  been  informed  of  the  governor's  instructions  respecting  the  coal. 

Unusual  courtesies  were  extended  by  the  officers  of  the  garrison  to 
the  officers  of  the  J^ashville,  and  aU  the  circumstances  attending  the 
visit  of  that  vessel  here  show  that  she  was  almost  universally  regarded , 
with  friendly  feelings. 

The  Nashville  took  about  five  hundred  tons  of  coal.  Her  commander 
purchased  another  lot,  about  four  hundred  tons,  all  there  is  now  for 
sale,  and  directed  it  to  be  furnished  to  any  other  "  confederate ""  vessel 
that  might  come  here.  When  the  Fingal  came  in  (the  arrival  of  that 
vessel  and  apparently  intended  voyage  was  communicated  to  you  on  the 
3d  instant)  he  permitted  her  to  be  supplied  from  that  stock. 

The  officers  of  the  Nashville  and  the  passengers  of  the  Fingal  were 
almost  constantly  together,  and  the  mate  of  the  Fingal  and  several  of 
her  passengers  have  been  recognized  here  as  formerly  residents  of  Savan- 
nah. A  large  quantity  of  crushed  sugar,  coffee,  flannel,  and  blankets 
was  purchased  for  the  Fingal,  and  she  left  here  yesterday  afternoon, 
reporting  to  be  bound  to  Jamaica,  via  Nassau,  N,  P.  She  is  an  iron  ves- 
sel, hails  from  Glasgow,  is  a  propeller,  rigged  as  a  topsail  schooner,  is 
about  five  hundred  tons  burden,  and  drew  eleven  feet  nine  inches  when 
she  went  to  sea. 

The  Nashville  brought  here  two  Charleston  pilots.  One  of  these  men 
was  transferred  to  the  Fingal  and  left  here  in  that  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.B.WELLS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Prom  British  Blue  Book,  "Nortli  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  1.] 
No.  1. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiealtt,  November  21, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admi- 
ralty to  send  to  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  sec- 
retary of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  copies  of  telegrams  which  have 
passed  this  morning  between  the  admiralty  and  Captain  Patey,  the 
superintendent  of  packets  at  Southampton,  relative  to  the  steamer 
Nashville,  belonging  to  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  America. 
My  lords  desire  to  be  informed  what  orders,  if  any,  should  be  given. 
I  am,  &c., 

'  W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


[InclosBre.] 

Telearams  which  have  passed  ietween  the  Admiralty  and  Captain  Patey,  No- 
vember 21, 1861. 

No.  1.  From  Captain  Patey. — Confederate  war-steamer  NashyiUe,  of 
two  guns  and  eighty  men,  just  arrived  from  Bermuda.    She  is  com- 
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manded  by  Captain  Peagram,  and  two  days  since  captured  and  burned 
at  sea  a  Havre  United  States  packet  ship,  and  now  has  the  crew  on 
board,  thirty  in  number. 

Ko.  2.  From  Captain  Patey. — Understand  that  captain  of  confeder- 
ate vessel  is  very  anxious  respecting  southern  commissioners,  and  also 
whether  there  is  any  objection  to  his  landing,  and  his  vessel  receiving 
supplies. 

No.  3.  From  Admiralty. — Are  southern  commissioners  on  board  ? 

No.  4.  From  Captain  Patey. — ISo. 

No.  5.  From  Captain  Patey. — Has  on  board  Colonel  Peyton,  commis- 
sioner of  North  Carolina.  Captain  informs  me  southern  commissioners 
are  coming  by  next  West  India  packet. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  76.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

'  London,  November  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  At  about  one  o'clock  yesterday,  being  the  21st  of  November,  I 
receivfed  a  telegraphic  communication  from  Captain  Britton,  the  consul 
of  th&  United  States  at  Southampton,  announcing  the  painful  intelli- 
gence of  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  the  steamer  Nashville,  which  had 
run  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  and  had  brought  in  the  captain,  twenty- 
seven  seamen,  and  one  passenger  of  the  United  States  merchant  ship 
Harvey  Birch,  which  it  had  forcibly  seized  on  the  high  seas  whilst  on 
her  voyage  from  Havre  to  New  York,  and  had  set  on  flre  and  burned. 
I  immediately  sent  a  direction  to  Captain  Britton,  carefully  to  coUect  aU 
the  facts  in  connection  with  the  affair,  and  to  transmit  them  to  me  at  as 
early  a  moment  as  practicable.  A^t  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I 
received  a  visit  from  Captain  Nelson,  the  master  of  the  Harvey  Birch, 
who  had  been  sent  up  from  Southampton  to  see  me  and  to  communicate 
such  information  as  he  possessed.  So  important  did  the  substance  of  it 
appear  that  I  requested  him  to  perpetuate  his  testimony,  in  the  form  of 
a  deposition  regularly  taken  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  London,  in 
order  that  1  might  make  it  the  basis  of  a  formal  application  to  the  Brit- 
ish government  for  its  intervention. 

So  great  has  been  the  delay  in  preparing  the  paper,  which  has  not 
yet  come  to  hand,  that  I  find  I  shall  not  be  able  to  mature  all  the  neces- 
sary documents  in  season  for  the  dispatch  bag  which  goes  to  Liverpool 
in  about  an  hour  from  this  time.  I  wiU,  however,  endeavor  to  get  all 
the  papers  copied  to  go  in  the  general  mail  to  Queenstown  to-morrow 
night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  i^ritton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Southampton,  November  22, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  in  South- 
ampton docks  of  the  rebel  steamship  Nashville,  having  on  board  the 
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officers  and  crew  of  the  late  'Sew  York  ship  Harvey  Birch,  which  ship 
the  rebels  first  plundered  and  afterward  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  They 
brought  the  crew  here  in  irons,  but  on  arrival  turned  them  on  shore.  I 
forwarded  full  particulars  to  his  excellency  Charles  P.  Adajins,  United 
States  minister  in  London.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  course  her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  government  wUl  take  under  the  circumstances.  I  may 
further  add  that  the  rebel  steamer  requires  considerable  repairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servaCnt, 

JOHN  BEITTOK, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewajbd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  1.] 
No.  2. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty.* 

Foreign  Office,  JVbwm6er  22, 1861. 
SiE :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  reporting  the 
arrival  at  Southampton  of  the  steamer  Nashville,  in  the  service  of  the 
so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America,  I  am  directed  by  Earl 
EusseU  to  request  that  you  will  move  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty  to  give  directions  that  the  Nashville  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
equip  herself  more  completely  as  a  vessel  of  war,  or  to  take  in  guns  or 
munitions  of  war. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6, 1863,  p.  2.  ] 

No.  3. 

Hie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admikaltt,  Hovemler  22, 1861. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  I  am  com- 
manded by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  here- 
with, for  the  information  of  Earl  EusseU,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Patey  dated  the  21st  instant,  and  of  two  telegrams  received  last 
night  and  this  morning  from  that  officer,  giving  farther  information 
respecting  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 

[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Southampton,  Iilovember  21, 1861, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  the  confederate  American  steam 

'  A  similar  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Home  Office. 
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(paddle)  vessel  Nasliville,  Lieutenant  Peagram  commanding,  arrived  at 
this  port  at  8.30  a.  m.  to-day. 

2.  This  vessel  is  armed  with  two  six-pounder  rifled  guns,  and  has  a" 
crew  of  eighty  men.  She  was  purchased  for  the  express  purpose  of 
bringing  two  southern  commissioners  to  England ;  who  did  not,  how- 
ever, embark  inher  at  Charleston,  as  originally  intended,  in  consequence 
of  the  northern  blockade  of  that  port,  and  the  fear  that  she  drew  too 
much  water  for  readily  crossing. the  bar  with  certainty, 

3.  The  two  commissioners  subsequently,  with  their  families,  proceeded 
to  the  Havana  by  some  other  route ;  and  I  am  informed  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  NashvUle  that  they  wUl  come  to  England  by  the  West 
India  packet  due  here  on  the  28th  instant. 

4.  Colonel  Peyton,  a  commissioner  of  North  Carolina,  and  his  wife, 
are  on  board  the  Nashville,  and  intend  proceeding  immediately  to 
London. 

5.  I  beg  further  to  report  that  the  Nashville  appears  to  have  passed 
through,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo,  the  American  federal  ships 
blockading  Charleston,  and  proceeded  to  Bermuda,  from  whence  she 
sailed  on  the  5th  instant. 

6.  At  10  a.  m.  of  the  19th  instant,  in  latitude  49°  6'  north,  and  longi- 
tude 9°  59'  west,  she  fell  in  with  the  American  sailing  ship  Harvey 
Birch,  of  1,500  tons,  with  a  crew  of  twenty-nine  offtcers  and  men,  from 
Havre,  in  ballast,  bound  to  New  York.  The  master  and  crew  of  the 
Harvey  Birch  were  ordered  on  board  the  NashviUe  with  what  effects 
they  could  collect,  and  their  ship  was  then  set  on  Are,  and  at  1  p.  m.,  the 
Harvey  Birch  being  in  a  complete  blaze,  the  Nashville  left  her. 

7.  Twenty-five  of  the  crew  of  the  Harvey  Birch  were  placed  in  irons, 
the  master  and  three  officers  being  allowed  their  parole  on  pledging 
themselves  not  to  create  any  revolt.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Harvey  Birch  hav«  now  been  liberated,  and  landed  at  this  port. 

8.  The  Nashville  came  into  the  docks  this  morning,  and,  having 
encountered  very  heavy  weather  on  her  passage  from  Bermuda,  it  is 
the  intention  she  should  be  placed  in  dry  dock,  and  undergo  calking 
and  other,  repairs. 

I  am,  &c., 

CHAS.  E.  PATEY. 


[Inolosure  No.  2.] 
Telegrams  addressed  hy  Captain  Fatey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

No.  1.  November  21,  9.42  p.  m.,  Southampton. — Head  officer  of  cus- 
toms is  unable  to  afford  the  desired  information,  but  captain  informs  me 
he  has  a  commission  from  the  confederate  government,  and  that  the 
ship  is  a  man-of-war. 

No.  2.  November  22,  11  a.  m.,  Southampton. — Confederate  American 
is  commissioned  as  a  regular  man-of-war.  Captain  in  London.  My 
Secretary  goes  to  town  by  next  train  with  particulars. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  77.]  Legation  OP  the  TJnited  States, 

London,  November  23, 1861. 
SiE:  I  seize  the  opportunity  of  the  departure  of  Judge  Goodrich  to 
send  by  him  the  papers  which  I  had  intended  to  commit  to  the  general 
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mail.  These  consist  of  a  copy  of  a  note  of  yesterday's  date,  addressed 
by  me  to  Lord  Russell,  on  the  subject  of  the  outrage  committed  by  the 
Nashville,  and  a  copy  of  the  deposition  of  Captain  Nelson,  which  accom- 
panies it.  It  is  matter  of  regret  that  some  vessel  cannot  be  spared  to 
be  present  on  this  side  to  deter  adventurers  from  the  commission  of  such 
"wanton  acts ;  but  unless  it  comes  commanded  by  thoroughly  good  offi- 
cers, it  were  fg,r  better  to  be  without  any.  At  present  the  indignation 
among  the  American  marine  now  here  is  general,  and  I  doubt  not  when 
this  news  arrives  in  America  it  will  spread  far  and  wide  over  the  sea- 
board. In  my  opinion,  this  is  the  greatest  mistake  the  insurgents  have 
yet  committed.  The  owner  of  the  destroyed  vessel  has  heretofore  been, 
as  I  am  told,  one  of  their  best  friends,  and  is  himself  a  large  slave  owner 
in  Texas.  , 

After  consultation  with  Mr.  Morse,  I  concluded  to  advise  Captain 
Kelson  to  consult  counsel  on  the  expediency  of  taking  measures  to 
recover  his  property  retained  by  the  master  of  the  Nashville,  and  thus 
endeavor  to  bring  the  question  of  his  authority  before  the  courts.  ■  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  steps  are  to  be  taken  to-day  in  that  direc- 
tion.   I  presume  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  assume  whatever  expense 

may  be  incurred  in  this  process. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  "William:  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Uussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  22, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  right  honorable 
Earl  Russell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  the  accompanying  papers  received  from  Mr.  Freeman  H.  Morse,. 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  London,  respecting  the  wanton  capture 
and  destruction  by  fire  of  an  American  merchant  vessel^  the  Harvey 
Birch,  of  New  York,  on  the  high  seas,  by  the  order  of  the  master  of  an 
armed  steamer  called  the  Nashville,  which  has  now  sought  for  protec- 
tion by  putting  into  the  port  of  Southampton,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
her  Majesty's  realm. 

It  would  appear  from  the  statement  contained  in  these  papers,,  if  they 
be  in  accordance  with  fact,  that  the  vessel  which  committed  this 
aggression  was  not  equipped  under  a  commission  as  a  ship  of  war,  nor 
even  with  the  pretence  of  a  letter  of  marque,  but  that  she  was  sent 
from  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  by  persons  in  armed  resistance  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  to  Great  Britain,  on  a  special 
mission,  and  with  the  avowed  design  that  she  should  be  refitted  in  her 
ports  and  made  a  formidable  vessel  of  war;  and  further,  that  the  ofScers 
who  came  in  her  should  be  put  in  command  of  two  other  ships,  alleged 
to  be  now  fitting  out  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  a  similar  purpose, 
to  wit :  all  to  be  used  in  carrying  on  a  war  against  a  friendly  power — 
the  United  States. 

The  act  of  willfully  burning  a  private  merchant  ship,  whilst  pursumg 
its  way  quietly  to  its  destination  in  its  own  country^  seems  in  itself 
35  A  c— VOL.  n 
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little  to  harmonize  with  the  general  sentiment  among  civilized  and 
commercial  nations,  even  when  it  is  committed  under  the  authority  of  a 
recognized  belligerent;  but  when  voluntarily  undertaken  by  individ- 
uals, not  vested  with  the  powers  generally  acknowledged  to  be  necessary 
to  justify  aggressive  warfare,  it  approximates  too  closely  within  the 
definition  of  piracy  to  receive  the  smallest  countenance  from  any 
Christian  people.  The  undersigned  cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt 
that  her  Majesty's  government,  which  has  voluntarily  renounced  the 
authority  to  wage  private  war  at  sea,  would  not  fail  to  visit  with  its 
utmost  indignation  any  attempt  to  seek  shelter  under  its  jurisdiction 
from  the  consequences  of  indulging* a  purely  partisan  malice  in  unau- 
thorized acts  of  violence  on  the  ocean. 

The  purpose  of  the  undersigned,  in  presenting  these  papers  to  the 
consideration  of  Lord  Eussell,  is  to  request  that  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  circumstances  attending 
this  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  wUl  adopt  such  measures  as  the  case, 
upon  investigation,  may  seem  to  demand.  This  inquiry  may  be  solicited 
to  the  ascertainment  of  two  classes  of  facts.  The  first,  as  to  the  author- 
ity possessed  by  this  vessel  to  commit  so  aggressive  an  act  on  the  citi- 
zens, of  a  friendly  power,  and  then  to  claim  a  refuge  and  recognition  in 
the  harbors  of  Great  Britain.  The  second,  in  case  the  nature  of  that 
authority  be  deemed  sufdcient,  at  least  in  the  view  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  as  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  ship  is  alleged  to  have 
come  across  the  ocean,  to  wit:  the  making  more  effective  preparation 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  cari-ying  on  a  war  against  the  people 
of  a  friendly  nation.  In  the  former  case  the  question  will  arise  whether 
the  vessel  be  or  be  not  subject  to  due  process  of  law  as  a  common  dis- 
turber of  the  peace  of  the  world ;  in  the  second,  whether  a  recognized 
belligerent  shall  or  shall  not  be  permitted  with  impunity  to  violate  the 
terms  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  forbidding  the  fitting  out  within 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain  of  any  armament  intended  to  be  used  against 
a  nation  with  which  she  is  at  peace. 

The  undersigned  is  compelled,  with  great  reluctance,  to  call  the 
attention  of  Lord  Eussell  to  the  fact  that,  for  a  period  of  many  months, 
large  steamers  have  been  buUt,  equipped,  and  dispatched  from  her 
Majesty's  ports  by  persons  ill-disposed  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  intent  to  supply  those  who  are  in  arms  to  overthrow 
it  with  further  materials  to  attain  their  object.  On  the  15th  of  August 
last  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  a  note  to  his  lordship, 
pointing  out  the  case  of  the  steamer  Bermuda,  laden  with  a  great 
amount  of  contraband  of  war,  then  about  to  depart  from  a  port  of 
Great  Britain.  That  steamer  is  known,  subsequently,  to  have  made  its 
way  into  the  harbor  of  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  port  held 
by  the  insurgents  against  the  government  of  the  United  States.  To 
that  application  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  receive  for  answer 
from  his  lordship  that  there  was  no  evidence  in  the  hands  of  her  Majes- 
ty's government  suflcient  to  establish  the  intent  of  A  wrongful  voyage, 
and  therefore  that  the  parties  who  might  afterward  engage  in  it  only 
deprived  themselves  of , all  protection  from  the  consequences  to  them 
that  might  attend  its  ultimate  prosecution.  Ifot  insensible  to  the  force 
of  this  reasoning  upon  a  technical  construction  of  the  terms  of  her 
Majesty's  proclamation,  and  the  statute  to  which  it  referred,  the  under- 
signed has  desisted  from  making  further  representations  in  several  sub- 
sequent cases  of  a  similar  kind  which  have  heretofore  come  within  his 
knowledge,  and  are  even  now  under  his  observation.  Neither  is  it  at 
all  within  his  present  purpose  to  enter  into  any  complaint  of  her  Majes- 
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ty's  government  for  this  course.  Much  regret  as  he  entertains  at  the 
annoyance  and  consequent  irritation  naturally  excited  among  the  citi- 
zens of  his  country  by  the  observation  of  Avhat  may  be  made  to  appear 
to  be  hostile  acts,  though  undoubtedly  not  so  intended,  he  is  too  well 
aware  of  the  difficulties  inherent  in  the  operations  of  every  free  gov- 
ernment not  to  be  ready  to  make  large  allowance  for  the  skill  which 
evil-disposed  persons  may  use  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  most  strin- 
gent law.  But  the  case  now  presented  is  one  of  a  kind  somewhat  differ- 
ent from  all  the  preceding  ones.  It  seems  to  involve  the  necessity  on 
the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  either  of  recognizing  a  belliger- 
ent, or  of  denouncing  a  wrong-doer.  And,  in  the  acceptance  of  the 
former  alternative,  it  presents  to  their  notice  a  responsible  party  as  the 
directing  force  to  proceeding  which  can  have  no  assignable  motive  other 
than  that  of  prosecuting,  under  the  protection  they  afford,  the  hostili- 
ties already  unequivocally  commenced  against  the  citizens  of  a  power 
long  in  friendly  relations  with  them.  If  it  should  be  the  result  of  the 
investigation  solicited  to  prove  any  or  all  of  these  allegations,  the 
undersigned  has  not  the  disposition  to  entertain  a  single  doubt  of  the 
desire  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  meet  every  expectation  that  can 
reasonably  be  formed  of  their  ultimate  determination. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  the 
request  he  has  made  on  behalf  of  his  government  is  no  more  than 
that  government  has  heretofore  shown  itself  willing  in  similar  cases  to 
grant.  When  her  Ma,iesty'»  minister  at  Washington  called  upon  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1855,  to  institute  an  inves- 
tigation into  certain  proceedings  in  the  equipment  of  the  bark  Maury  in 
the  harbor  of  ITew  York,  suspected  to  be  intended  as  a  privateer  during 
the  war  that  was  then  going  on,  they  lost  no  time  in  instituting  a  thor- 
ough examination  of  the  vessel  and  all  the  attending  circumstances, 
which  ended  in  establishing  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  persons,  including 
her  Majesty's  officers,  though  not  without  great  loss  and  damage  to  the 
iniiocent  owners,  that  no  such  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  had 
been  intended. 

Earnestly  desirous  of  preserving  intact  the  friendly  relations  which 
have  continued  to  prevaU  for  so  long  a  time  between  the  two  countries, 
it  is  due  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  undersigned  should 
apprise  Lord  Eussell  that  the  present  application  is  necessarily  made 
without  instructions  from  his  government,  and  therefore  remains  sub- 
ject to  their  confirmation. 

The  undersigned  desires  to  renew  to  Earl  Eussell  the  assurances  of 
the  highest  consideration  with  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be  his  lord- 
ship's most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  dc,  &c.^  &c. 


Deposition  of  Captain  Nelson. 

I,  William  Henry  Nelson,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  master  mariner,  do-  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly 
swear  that  I  sailed  from  the  said  city  of  New  York  on  the  20th  day  of 
September  last,  as  master  of  and  in  the  ship  Harvey  Birch,  of  New  York, 
a  ship  owned  and  registered  in  New  York  in  conformity  with  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  bound  for  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  in  Prance, 
with  a  cargo  consisting  of  wheat.    About  the  ninth  day  of  October  I 
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arrived  at  Havre,  and  having  discharged  the  cargo  of  my  ship  and  bal- 
lasted her,  I  sailed  in  her  again  for  the  port  of  New  York  on  the  16th 
day  of  November,  first  having  received  the  register,  crew  list,  articles  and 
all  papers  belonging  to  the  ship,  in  proper  form  from  the  United  States 
consul  there.  On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  19th  instant,  the  ship 
then  being  in  about  latitude  49°  06'  N.,  longitude  9°  52'  W.,  a  steamer 
was  made  out,  bearing  for  the  Harvey  Birch,  which,  on  getting  nearer, 
was  found  to  be  an  armed  vessel,  and  hoisted  at  the  peak  the  flag  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States,  and  when  within  hailing  distance  a  person 
on  board,  who  I  learned  was  the  captain,  hailed  my  ship,  saying  "Haul 

.  down  your  colors  and  heave  the  ship  to" — the  ensign  of  the  United 
States  being  at  this  time  flying  at  the  peak  of  my  vessel;  this  order  was 
complied  with,  and  1  then  received  the  order  "Lower  your  boat  and 
come  on  board,"  which  I  also  complied  with,  taking  my  ship's  papers 
with  me.  After  arriving  on  board  the  steamer  I  was  introduced  by  the 
first  lieutenant,  by  name  Fontleroy,  to  Captain  Pegram,  as  commander 
of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Nashville,  to  whom  I  produced  all  the 
papers  of  my  ship  for  examination,  to  show  that  I  was  engaged  in  legal 
trade.  Captain  Pegram  took  the  ship's  papers — he  did  not  return  them, 
and  still  holds  them — and  then  told  me  that  he  should  hold  me  a  prisoner 
of  war,  by  authority  of  the  Confederate  States.  He  then  told  me  I 
might  go  on  board  my  ship,  and  I  was  ordered  to  send  my  crew  on  board 
the  steamer  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  returned  to  my  ship,  and  at  once 
made  preparations  to  leave  her,  but  orders  were  repeatedly  given  -from 
the  steamer  to  hurry  up,  and  sufficient  time  was  not  given  to  enable 
either  myself  or  my  crew  to  get  our  eff'ects  out  of  the  ship. 

The  second  lieutenant  with  other  oflcers  came  on  board  the  ship  and 
took  charge  of  her,  and  orders  were  givea  to  seize  fresh  stores,  &c.,  and 
in  consequence  thereof  all  the  fresh  meat,  poultry,  pigs,  eggs  and  butter, 
were  taken  out  and  put  on  board  the  steamer,  and  especially  it  was 
ordered  that  all  the  oil,  tea,  coffee  and  sugar  should  be  put  on  board  the 
steamer,  which  was  done.  When  all  this  had  been  accomplished,  the 
crew  left  the  ship  by  order  of  the  second  lieutenant,  I  being  last  on  board, 
lealving  the  second  lieutenant  and  his  boat's  crew  in  charge  of  the  ship. 
Aftej?  arriving  on  board  the  steamer  we  saw  that  the  Harvey  Birch  was 
in  flames,  and  the  second  lieutenant  returned  on  board  the  steamer  with 
his  boat,  which  was  ^ecured,  but  the  ship's  quarter  boats,  which  had 
been  used  in  communicating,  were  cast  adrift.    Captain  Pegram  now 

/said,  "Now,  as  it  is  all  over,  we  will  give  her  a  gun,"  or  words  to  that 
effect,  and  a  gun  was  discharged  at  the  ship,  but  without  apparently 
hitting  her.  The  steamer  then  was  put  on  an  easterly  course,  the  crew 
of  the  ship  having  previously  been  put  in  irons.  I,  with  my  officers, 
was  summoned  to  the  captain's  cabin,  and  there  signed,  at  the  request 
of  the  captain,  a  document  stating  that  we  would  not  take  up  arms 
against  them  while  in  their  custody,  he  having  said  that  I  and  my  officers 
should  have  our  liberty  on  board  when  we  had  signed  it.  I  was  fre- 
quently,told  that  an  oath  would  be  exacted  of  us,  "not  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  Confederate  States,"  before  I  could  be  liberated,  but  I  was 
liberated  without  any  such  being  taken. 

The  steamer  steamed  up  the  English  channel,  and  arrived  at  South- 
ampton at  about  8  a.  m.  on  the  21st  instant,  and  came  to  anchor  in  the 
river.  Captain  Pegram  then  told  me  that  I  and  my  crew  were  at  liberty 
and  might  go  ashore,  but  he  refused  to  put  us  ashore,  and  1  therefore 
employed  a  steam-tug  at  my  own  expense,  and  landed  my  crew  in  South- 
attipton  docks  between  9  and  10  a.  m.,  and  they  were  taken  charge  of  by 
the  United  States  consul  there.   Eepeatedly,  while  on  board  the  steamer, 
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in  conversation  witli  the  officers,  I  was  told  that  she  was  not  fitted  out 
as  a  vessel  of  war ;  that  she  was  on  a  special  mission  to  England,  but 
naval  officers  were  in  command  of  her.  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  crew 
that  the  crew  originally  signed  articles  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to 
go  to  Liverpool,  but  that  before  sailing  the  officers  were  all  changed,  and 
new  articles  were  brought  on  board,  which  the  crew  were  compelled  to 
sign  by  threats  of  force.  I  was  also  informed  that  the  crew  was  com- 
posed of  English  and  Irish ;  and  Colonel  Peyton,  a  person  who  camle 
from  Charleston  in  her,  informed  me  that  her  officers  were  coming  here 
to  alter  the  vessel,  and  to  have  her  converted  into  a  man-of-war,  and  to 
take  command  of  two  other  vessels  now  fitting  out  in  Great  Britain  as 
men-of-war. 

The  chronometer  and  barometer  belonging  to  the  Harvey  Birch  were 
taken  by  Captain  Pegram,  who  refuses  to  deliver  them  up.  The  Harvey 
Birch  was  a  ship  six  years  old,  and  of  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-two 
tons  register.  Before  we  lost  sight  of  the  ship  her  masts  had  gone  over 
the  side,  and  her  hull  was  burnt  to  the  water's  edge.  , 

W.  H.  NELSOK 

Sworn  before  me,  in  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
this  22d  day  of  November,  1861. 

rsEAL  1  ^-  ^-  MOESE, 

^         ■-'  Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America^  London. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Fo.  38.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London,  November  23,  1861. 

SiE :  The  leading  event  of  the  current  week  has  been  the  appearance 
of  the  corsair  Kashville,  from  Charleston,  in  European  waters,  and  her 
wanton  and  malicious  destruction  of  an  American  ship  by  burning, 
about  seventy-five  miles  west  of  Cape  Clear,  off  the  southern  coast  of 
Ireland,  and  her  bold  entrance  into  a  British  port  for  coal  and  repairs 
the  day  following  the  committal  of  the  barbarous  act.  It  has,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  created  much  comment  and  no  little  excitement  here. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn  and  judge,  the  public  voice  here  is  very  strong 
and  outspoken  in  condemning  and  denouncing  the  act  as  malicious  and 
piratical.  It  has  taken  the  English  people  by  surprise,  and  is  doing 
much  to  enlighten  them  as  to  the  character  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we 

are  dealing. 

****** 

By  the  advice  of  Dr.  Deane  and  Sir  Hugh  Cairns,  an  officer  was  sent 
to  Southampton  to-day  to  demand  of  the  pirate  captain  the  chronometer 
and  the  barometer  of  the  burnt  ship  Harvey  Birch,  which  he  took  and 
refused  to  return  to  Captain  Nelson.  This,  we  hope,  will  force  the  com- 
mander of  the  Nashville  to  show  whether  his  vessel  is  a  pirate  or  a 
licensed  buccaneer,  and  also  bring  before  the  government  here  some 
other  interesting  questions. 


I  )iave  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

Hon.  William  H,  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 
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Ko.  6. 

Tlie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Sammond. 

Admiralty,  Novemher  23, 1861. 
SiE :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
to  send  you  herewith,  for- the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  a  memorandum,  and  of  its  inclosures, 
received  yesterday  from  the  secretary  of  Captain  Patey,  giving  further 
information  relative  to  the  Nashville  steam  vessel  belonging  to  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States  of  America. 
I  am,  «&c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


'  [Inolosiire  No.  1.] 

Memorandum  ly  Mr,  Messum,  Secretary  to  Captain  Patey. 

[Extract.] 
Inclosed  are — 

1.  A  copy  of  the  articles  under  which  the  crew  of  the  B'ashville  have 
been  entered. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  commission  of  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  appointing 
him  to  Confederate  States  navy.  » 

3.  A  copy  of  the  order  under  which  Lieutenant  Bennett  is  detached 
for  duty  on  board  2!fashville. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Copy  of  articles  signed  by  the  crew  of  the  Confederate  States  vessel  of  war 

Nashville. 

Signing  articles  for  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  with 
Lieutenant  Commander  Robert  B.  Peagram,  Confederate  States  navy. , 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  agree  to  ship  in  the  navy  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  in  such 
capacity,  and  for  such  pay,  as  is  below  affixed  to  our  respective  names, 
subject  to  all  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  said 
navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

[List  of  crew  omitted.] 


[Inclosure  No.  3.]      ' 

Commission  to  Charles  M.  Fauntleroy,  from  the  president  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  of  America. 

The  president  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  aU  who  shaU 
see  these  presents,  greeting : 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  patriotism, 
valor,  fidelity,  and  abilities  of  Charles  M.  Fauntleroy,  I  do  appoint  him 
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a  lieutenant  in  tlie  navy  of  tlie  Confederate  States,  to  rank  as  sncli  from 
the  10th  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1861. 

He  is,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of 
lieutenant  by  doing  and  performing  all  .manner  of  things  thereunto 
belonging ;  and  I  do  strictly  charge  all  officers  and  others  under  his 
command  to  be  obedient  to  his  orders  as  lieutenant. 

And  he  is  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  as  from 
time  to  time  he  shall  receive  from  me,  or  the  future  president  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  or  the  superior  officers  set  over  him, 
according  to  the  rank  and  discipline  of  war. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Eichmond,  this  27th  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861. 

JEFFEESOK  DAYIS. 

By  the  President: 

S.  E.  Mallokt, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


[Inclosuio  No.  4.] 

Captain  BiwJianan  to  Lieutenant  Bennett,  G.S.  If. 

Confederate  States.  Office  of  Ordbes  and  Detail, 

Navy  Department,  Bichniond,  8e;ptember  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  Tou  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Confederate  States  army,  and 
you  will  proceed  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  report,  to  Captain 
D.  jl^.  Ingraham,  on  the  23d,  for  duty. 
I  am,  &c., 

FEAI^K  BIJCHAKAN, 

Captain  in  charge. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 

Eeport  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  B.  Peagram,  for  duty  on  board 
the  JSTashviUe. 

D.  K  ESTGEAHAM. 

•> 
Similar  orders  issued  to  each  of  the  officers  appointed  to  the  Ifash- 

ville. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  Nortt  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  8;] 

'  If  0.  7. 

Messrs.  Oliverson,  Lavie,  and  Peachey  to  Uarl  Russell. 

8  Frederick's  Place,  Old  Jewry, 

Novenider  25,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  We  have  the  honor  to  apply  to  you  on  behalf  of  Captain 
Nelson,  late  commander  of  the  American  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  and  on 
behalf  of  her  owners,  on  the  subject  of  their  claim  against  the  captain 
of  the  Kashville,  the  American  vessel  now  in  the  Southampton  docks, 
who  recently  destroyed  the  Harvey  Birch  under  circumstances  which 
will  be  known  to  your  lordship. 

The  Nashville  has  now  on  board  her  certain  property  belonging  to  thp 
owners  of  the  destroyed  vessel,  and,  acting  under  counsel's  advice,  an 
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application  has  been  this  morning  made  to  the  magistrates  at  South- 
ampton to  issue  a  summons  or  warrant  for  service  upon  Captain  Pea- 
gram  of  the  ¥ashville,  calling  upon  him,  by  production  of  the  authority 
under  which  he  acts,  or  other'wise,  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  deliver 
up  to  Captain  Nelson  the  property  belonging  to  his  owners  which  he 
withholds. 

The  magistrates  at  Southampton  are  desirous  of  having  the  authority 
of  your  lordship  before  they  issue  the  summons  or  warrant  applied  for, 
and  we  beg,  therefore,  to  request  your  lordship  to  be  pleased  at  once  to 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  the  purpose. 
We  have,  &c., 

OLIVEESOK,  LAYIE,  &  PEACHEY. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  pp.  8-9.] 

liTo.  8. 

Mr.  Clive  to  Mt.  Hammond. 

Whitehai^l,  Novemher  25, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  yoUr  letter  of  the 
22(J  instant,  relative  to  the  steamer  Nashville,  in  the  service  of  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America,  which  has  arrived  in  the 
poi?t  of  Southampton ;  and  I  am  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  Earl  Russell,  copies  of  the  letters  which  have  been  addressed  to 
the  commissioners  of  customs  and  the  mayor  of  Southampton  on  the 
subject. 

I  am,  &c., 

G.  CLIVE. 


[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Clive  to  the  comm,issioners  of  cuitoms,  Southampton. 

Whitehall,  November  23, 1861. 
Gentlemen  :  It  having  been  stated  that  the  steamer  Nashville,  in  the 
service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America,  which  has 
arrived  at  Southampton,  has  come  there  for  the  purpose  of  laeing  more 
completely  equipped  as  a  vessel  of  war,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary 
Sir  G.  Grey  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement,  in  order  that  if  an 
attempt  should  be  made  so  to  equip  the  Nashville,  or  to  take  in  guns 
or  munitions  of  war,  you  may  proceed  as  required  by  the  act  59 
Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  and  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  the  13th  of  May, 
1861, 

I  am,  &c., 

G.  CLIVE. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Mr.  Clive  to  the  Mayor  of  Southampton. 

Whitehall,  November  23,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  having  been  called  to 
a  statement  in  the  daily  papers  that  the  steamer  Nashville,  in  the  service 
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of  tlie  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  ZsTortli  America,  lias  put  into  the 
port  of  Southampton  for  the  purpose  of  being  fitted  as  a  vessel  of  war,  I 
am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  refer  you  to  the  foreign  en- 
listment act,  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  and  to  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of 
the  13th  May,  1861,  and  to  reqiiest  that  you  will  immediately  report  to 
him  any  facts  which  may  tend  to  show  for  what^purpose  the  Nashville 
has  put  into  the  port  of  Southampton. 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  OLIVE. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  27,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Adams  to  transmit  the  inclosed  copy 
of  the  reply  of  Earl  Eussell  to  his  communication  to  him  of  the  22d 
instant,  concerning  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville,  and  to  state  that 
nothing  further  upon  the  subject  has  as  yet  been  received  from  the 
foreign  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  L.  WILSON, 

Secretary  of  Legation. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adums. 

Foreign  Office,  November  23,  1861. 

Lord  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  begs  leave 
to  acquaint  him  that  his  letter  and  the  inclosure  shall  receive  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

Lord  Eussell  has  already  given  directions  that  no  infringement  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  shaU  be  permitted  in  regard  to  the  Nashville. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  9.] 

No.  9. 

Mr.  Layard  to  Messrs.  Oliverson,  Lavie,  amd  Peachey. 

FoKBiGN  Office,  November  27, 1861. 
Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  in  which,  as  attorneys  for  Captain 
Nelson,  the  commander  of  the  American  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  you  re- 
quest that  his  lordship  will  authorize  the  magistrates  at  Southampton 
to  issue  a  warrant  or  summons  for  service  upon  Captain  Peagram,  com- 
manding the  ship  of  war  Nashville,  under  the  flag  of  the  so-styled  Con- 
federate States,  calling  upon  him,  by  production  of  the  authority  under 
which  he  acts,  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  deliver  up  to  Captain 
Nelson  the  property  belonging  to  his  owners,  which  is  alleged  to  be  de- 
tained on  board  the  Nashville. 
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Lord  Eussell  directs  me  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  he  has  no  juris- 
diction or  power  to  give  authority  to  the  magistrates  either  to  issue  any 
summons  or  warrant,  or  to  do,  or  abstain  from  doing,  anything  in  rela- 
tion to  the  matter  in  question,  and  that  his  lordship  must  accordingly 
decline  to  interfere  therein. 
I  am,  &c., 

A.  H.  LAYAUD. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "  Nortli  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  9.] 

No.  10, 

Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Olive. 

Foreign  Office,  Wovemher  27, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  EusseU  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid 
before  Secretary  Sir  G.  Grey,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Oliver- 
son,  Lavie,  and  Peachey,*  in  which,  as  attornej'S  for  Captain  Nelson  of 
the  late  American  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  they  request  that  his  lordship 
will  authorize  the  magistrates  at  Southampton  to  issue  a  warrant  or 
summons,  calling  upon  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  ship  of  war  IsTashville, 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  deliver  up  to  Captain  Nelson  the  prop- 
erty belonging  to  Captain  Nelson's  employers,  which  is  alleged  to  be 
detained  by  Captain  Peagram. 

I  also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  answer  which,  after  consultation  with  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  has  been  returned  to  Messrs.  Oliverson  &  Co.,t 
and  I  am  to  add,  for  Sir  G.  Grey's  information,  a  copy  of  the  opinion 
given  by  the  law  officers. 


1  am,  &c., 


A.  H.  LATAED. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  79.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  29, 1861. 
Sir  :  On  the  very  same  day  that  I  sent  to  Lord  Eussell  my  note  of 
the  22d  of  this  month,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  with  my  dis- 
patch, No.  77,  to  the  department,  I  received  a  brief  informal  reply,  a 
copy  of  which  I  directed  my  secretary,  Mr.  Wilson,  to  forward  out  of 
course  by  the  steamer  which  went  in  the  middle  of  the  week.  Last 
evening  I  received  the  more  formal  answer,  a  copy  of  which  will  accom- 
pany this.  I  regret  that  it  is  not  more  satisfactory  in  some  respects,  as 
it  seems  to  me  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing  much,  by  the  appearance  of  a  little  activity,  to  calm  the  excite- 
ment occasioned  by  the  wanton  act  of  an  unauthorized  vessel ;  for  I  can- 
not but  think  the  evidence  adduced  of  so-called  nationality  is  quite 
insufBcient.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however,  that  the  current  of  English 
law  wpuld  warrant  the  capture  of  the  Harvey  Birch,  even  by  private 
individuals  among  the  rebels,  though  the  benefit  of  the  prize,  whatever 
it  might  be,  could  not  inure  in  that  case  to  the  captors.  The  same  rule 
would  justify  a  taking  of  the  Nashville  itself  by  any  vessel  privately  fitted 
out  by  Americans,  subject  to  the  same  exception.    I  have  received  seve- 

*  See  No.  7  from  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "Nortli  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  ante. 
tSee  No.  9  from  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  ante. 
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ral  earnest  applications  from  resolute  parties  to  authorize  some  sucli  un- 
dertaking, but  it  lias  seemed  to  me  that  every  consideration  of  prudence 
as  weU  as  consistency  dictated  a  complete  abnegation,  on  my  part,  of  every 
proceeding  of  the  sort.  Indeed,  I  could  scarcely  call  on  her  Majesty's 
government  to  interfere,  even  so  far  as  it  has  consented  to  do,  in  stop- 
ping the  outfit  of  the  Nashville,  if  I  were  on  my  side  at  the  same  time 
engaged  in  preparing  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  a  counter-armament 
to  make  prize  of  her.  In  my  despatch  ISTo.  77  I  endeavored  to  give  some 
account  of  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  Captain  Nelson,  under 
advice  of  learned  counsel,  with  the  design  to  carry  to  the  courts  for  ad- 
judication the  question  of  the  true  character  of  the  ZSTashviUe.  It  woidd 
seem  that  he  had  been  baffled,  first,  by  the  refusal  of  the  authorities  of 
Southampton  to  issue  a  writ  without  direction  from  the  foreign  offlce ; 
and,  secondly,  by  the  disavowal  by  the  foreign  office  of  any  power  to 
direct  such  a  proceeding.  In  the  meantime  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  late  news  of  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  is  so  great  as 
to  swallow  up  every  other  topic  for  the  moment,  It  may  then  be  the  part 
of  prudence  to  let  the  old  topic  lie  in  abeyance  until  the  heats  stirred  by 
the  new  one  shall  subside. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLTAivr  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


JEarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  November  28, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Unieed  States  at  this  court,  that  his  note 
of  the  22d  instant  has  been  the  subject  of  careful  and  anxious  considera- 
tion by  her  Majesty's  government. 

Mr.  Adams,  after  reciting  the  capture  and  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
United  States  merchant  ship  on  the  high  seas  by  order  of  the  commander 
of  the  armed  steamer  called  the  Nashville,  and  the  subsequent  arrival 
of  the  Nashville  in  the  port  of  Southampton,  asks  for  an  inquiry  as  to 
two  classes  of  facts :  the  first,  "  as  to  the  authority  possessed  by  this 
vessel  to  commit  so  aggressive  an  act  on  the  citizens  of  a  friendly  power, 
and  then  to  claim  a  refuge  in  the  harbors  of  Great  Britain ;"  the  second, 
"  in  case  the  nature  of  that  authority  be  deemed  sufficient,  at  least  in  the 
view  of  her  Majesty's  government,  asto  the  purposes  for  which  the  ship 
is  alleged  to  have  come  across  the  ocean,  to  wit,  the  making  more  effect- 
ive preparations  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  carrying  on  war  against 
the  people  of  a  friendly  nation." 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  directed  their  inquiries  to  both  these 
points,  and  also  to  the  state  of  the  law  as  applicable  to  the  facts  thus 
by  them  ascertained.  . 

With  regard  to  the  first  point,  the  undersigned  has  to  state  that  the 
Nashville  appears  to  be  a  confederate  vessel  of  war ;  her  commander 
and  ofttcers  have  commissions  in  the  so-styled  confederate  navy ;  some 
of  them  have  written  orders  from  the  navy  department  at  Eichmond  to 
report  to  Lieutenant  Pegram  "  for  duty"  on  board  the  Nashville,  and  her 
crew  have  signed  articles  to  ship  in  the  confederate  navy. 
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In  these  circumstances  tlie  act  done  by  the  ISTashville,  of  capturing  and 
burning  on  th.e  high  seas  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States,  can- 
not be  considered  as  an  act  "voluntarily  undertaken  by  individuals  not 
vested  with  powers  generally  acknowledged  to  be  necessary  to  justify 
aggressive  warfare,"  nor  does  it  at  all  "  approximate  within  the  defini- 
tion of  piracy." 

Such  being  the  answer  of  her  Majesty's  government  on  the  first  point 
raised  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  undersigned  passes  to  the  second. 

The  undersigned  stated  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  informal  note  of  the  23d 
instant,  that  he  had  already  given  directions  that  no  infringement  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  permitted  in  regard  to  the  Nashville. 
In  fact,  directions  had  already  been  given  to  prevent  the  Nashville  from 
augmenting  her  warlike  force  within  her  Majesty's  jurisdiction  in  contra- 
vention of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

With  respect  to  the  allegation  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Nashville  are  to  be  put  in  command  of  vessels  now  fitting 
out  in  British  ports  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  the  undersigned  can  only  say  that,  if  reasonable  evidence  can  be 
procured  to  that  effect,  all  parties  concerned  who  shall  be  acting  in  con- 
travention of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  shall  be  legallyproceededagainst, 
with  a  view  to  the  punishment  of  the  persons  and  to  the  forfeiture  of  the 
vessels. 

Having  thus  answered  Mr.  Adams  upon  the  two  points  to  which  his 
attention  was  called,  the  undersigned  has  only  further  to  say,  that  if, 
in  order  to  maintain  inviolate  the  neutral  character  which  her  Majesty 
has  assumed,  her  Majesty's  government  should  find  it  necessary  to  adopt 
further  measures,  within  the  limits  of  public  law,  her  Majesty  will  be 
advised  to  adopt  such  measures. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  her  Majesty  to  preserve  intact  the  friendly 
relations  between  her  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  undersigned,  &c. 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  t&c,  &c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  pp.  11-13.] 

No.  12. 

Mr.  Mliot  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

[Extract.] 

Downing  Street,  Wovemlier  29,  1861. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda,  reporting  his  proceed- 
ings on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  to  Bermuda  of  the  Confederate  States 
steam  vessel  I^ashville. 

I  am  also  desired  to  inclose  a  draught  of  the  answer  which  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  proposes,  should  Earl  EusseU  concur,  to  address  to  Governor 
Ord. 

The  circular  dispatch  alluded  to  in  that  answer  is  one  founded  upon  a 
report  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Governor  Or  A  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

Beemitda,  November  2, 18G1. 
My  Loed  Duke  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that 
these  islands  were  visited  on  the  30th  ultimo  by  the  Confederate  States 
paddle-wheel  steamer  Nashville,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Peagram, 
and  having  on  board  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peyton,  of  the  Confederate 
States  army,  said  to  be  a  minister  from  these  States  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  with  numerous  other  officers  and  persons  apparently  connected 
with  the  ship.  The  vessel  anchored  off  the  dock  yard,  and  Lieutenant 
Peagram  and  Colonel  Peji;on  at  once  called  upon  Captain  Hutton,  royal 
navy,  the  superintendent,  and  requested  him  to  supply  their  vessel  with 
six  hundred  tons  of  coal,  it  being  their  wish  to  proceed  to  sea  as  early 
as  possible. 

2.  In  reply.  Captain  Hutton  informed  them  that  he  was  expecting, 
almost  immediately,  the  arrival  of  the  admiral  commanding-in-chief, 
accompanied  by  a  large  squadron  of  our  own  ships,  and  that  he  feared 
he  would  not  be  justified  in  complying  with  their  application. 

3.  These  officers  then  waited  upon  me,  and  preferred  the  same  request ; 
to  which  I  replied  that  I  was  aware  that  Captain  Hutton  anticipated  that 
he  would  very  shortly  have  a  heavy  demand  made  upon  his  store  of 
coal,  and  that,  in  view  of  the  probable  wants  of  our  fleet,  I  did  not  feel 
justified  in  urging  him  to  furnish  what  they  required.  I  added,  that  I 
was  informed  that  ofifers  had  been  made  by  private  persons  to  supply 
them  with  coal  at  St.  George's ;  and,  after  a  further  effort  to  obtain  the 
government  coal  by  offering  to  replace  what  they  were  supplied  with 
from  private  sources,  an  arrangement  which  I  assumed  them  was  inad- 
missible with  a  government  establishment,  they  left  me,  apparently  not 
dissatisfied,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  St.  George's,  where,  I  am  informed, 
they  have  taken  in  about  six  hundred  tons,  of  coal. 

4.  Directly  after  they  left  me  I  received  two  letters  from  the  United 
States  consul  at  St.  George's,  copies  of  which,  with  my  reply,  accompany 
this  dispatch. 

5.  The  object  of  the  Nashville's  visit  has  not  been  distinctly  stated, 
but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  she  is  bound  to  England,  and  that  she 
has  on  board  persons  who  will  endeavor  to  excite  an  interest  in  the 
favor  of  the  Confederate  States  at  some  of  the  European  courts,  and 
probably  to  obtain  sui^plies  of  material  and  stores  for  the  support  of 
their  cause. 

6.  It  had  been  reported  that  the  Ifashville  left  Charleston  on  the  12th 
ultimo,  with  ex-Senators  Slidell  and  Mason,  as  representatives  fi'om  the 
Confederate  States  to  the  governments  of  France  and  England ;  that  she 
had  $2,000,000  on  board  for  the  purchase  of  material,  and  was  intended 
to  coal  at  Bermuda.  This  report  no  doubt  led  to  the  calling  in  here,  on 
the  20th  ultimo,  of  the  United  States  steam  vessel  Connecticut,  which 
left  immediately  after,  and  proceeded  apparently  to  cruise  south. 

7.  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Nashville's  oflcers  that  these 
ex-senators  really  did  break  the  blockade  about  the  time  named,  but  in 
a  smaller  vessel,  and  that  they  reached  Havana  on  their  way  to  England. 
The  United  Statep  steam  vessels  being  thus  put  upon  a  wrong  scent,  the 
Nashville  ran  the  blockade  the  night  of  the  26th,  probably  with  the 
remainder  of  the  Confederate  States  representatives  and  the  specie,  and 
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got  to  Bermncla  in  safety,  from  which  she  has  every  chance  of  reaching 
England  unmolested  by  the  United  States  vessels  of  War. 
I  trust  my  proceedings  on  this  occasion  will  meet  yoiir  grace's  approval. 
I  have,  &c., 

H.  ST.  GEOEGB  OED. 

[Inclosure  No.  2— Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord— printed  with  dispatch 
of  Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Seward,  JSTo.  10,  of  November  1,  1861,  ante.] 
Inclosure  No.  3— Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord— printed  as  above. 
Inclosure  No.  4 — Governor  Ord  to  Mr.  Wells — printed  as  above. 


[Inclosure  No.  5.] 
The  Duhe  of  Newcastle  to  Governor  Ord. 

Downing  Steeet,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  Having  had  occasion  to  consult  the  law  oflcers  of  the  Crown  on 
the  subject  of  remonstrances  addressed  to  the  governors  of  some  of  the 
colonies  by  consuls  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  certain  particulars 
in  the  treatment  of  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  the  States  which  hav^e 
seceded  from  the  Union,  I  think  it  right  to  communicate  to  you,  for  your 
information  and  guidance,  the  principles  which  ought  to  be  observed  in 
cases  of  the  kind  which  raised  the  present  question. 

You  will  understand,  therefore,  that  no  foreign  consul^ has  any  power 
or  jurisdiction  to  seize  any  vessel  (under  whatever  ilag)  within  British 
territorial  waters,  and  that  the  British  authorities  ought  not  to  take  any 
steps  adverse  to  merchant  vessels  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  inter- 
fere with  their  free  resort  to  British  ports. 

With  respect  to  supplies,  even  of  articles  clearly  "  contraband  of  war," 
(such  as  arms  or  ammunition,)  to  the  vessels  of  either  party,  the  colonial 
authorities  are  not  at  liberty  to  interfere,  unless  anything  should  be  done 
in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  which 
prohibits  the  equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  and  arming  of  ships  or 
vessels  for  the  service  of  foreign  belligerent  powers,  and  also  the  supply 
of  guns  or  equipments  for  war,  so  as  to  increase  the  warlike  force  of  ves- 
sels of  war,  but  which  does  not  render  illegal  the  mere  supply  of  arms  or 
ammunition,  &c.,  to  private  ships  or  vessels. 

If  it  should  be  necessary  for  the  colonial  authorities  to  act  in  any  such 
case,  it  should  only  be  done  when  the  law  is  regularly  put  in  force,  and 
under  the  advice  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 

With  respect  to  the  supplying  in  •British  jurisdiction  of  articles  aneip- 
itis  usus,  (such,  for  instance,  as  coal,)  there  is  no  ground  for  any  interfer- 
ence whatever  on  the  part  of  the  colonial  authorities. 
I  have,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 


[Inclosure  No.  6.] 

The  DuTce  of  Newcastle  to  Oovernor  Ord. 

DowNiNa  Street,  November  — ,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  2d  instant,  reporting  your  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit 
to  Bermuda  of  the  Confederate  States  steam  vessel  Nashville. 
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By  the  present  mail  I  transmit  to  you  a  circnlar  dispatch  which  ■will 
furnish  you  with  instructions  for  your  guidance  in  the  treatment  of  the 
vessels  of  war  of  either  of  the  contending  parties  which  may  call  at 
Bermuda. 

The  course  pursued  by  you  in  the  present  instance  was  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  principles  which  you  will  find  laid  down  in  that  circular 
dispatch. 

I  have  further  to  state  that  both  you  and  Captain  Hutton  showed  a 
very  proper  discretion  in  declining  to  furnish  supplies  to  a  war  vessel  of 
one  of  the  belligerent  parties  from  public  stores  belonging  to  the  British 
government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  entirely  approve  of  the  whole  of  your  pro- 
ceedings on  this  occasion. 
■  I  have,  &c., 

NEWCASTLE. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"So.  39.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London,  November  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  copies  of  certain  papers,  in  continuation  of 
further  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  corsair  Nashville. 

The  first  paper  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Deane  and  Sir  Hugh  Cairns, 
esteemed  equal  to  any  authorities  in  London  on  the  questions  involved. 
Ton  will  perceive  by  the  report  of  Messrs.  Oliverson,  Lavie  &  Peachey 
that  so  far  we  have  entirely  failed  to  obtain  any  redress  through  the 
courts  here,  or  to  compel  the  captain  of  the  Nashville  to  show  under 
what  authority  he  is  acting.  The  production  of  Captain  Peagram's  com- 
mission as  lieutenant  in  the  rebel  service  seems  to  be  taken  as  sufficient 
authority  for  his  acts,  while  I  have  contended  that  his  commission  is  per- 
sonal to  himself,  and  without  being  detailed  especially  to  the  Nashville 
as  a  so-called  confederate  ship ;  and  she  being  put  in  commission,  and 
her  commander  instructed  to  perform  this  particular  service,  she  is  not 
in  public  service,  and  not  here  by  even  the  authority  of  the  insurgents. 

If  she  is  not  a  public  ship  of  the  character  claimed  for  her,  and  does 
not  come  commissioned  as  a  privateer,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  she  must 
be  a  pii'atical  craft. 

Having  good  reason  to  believe  that  she  did  not  leave  Charleston  either 
as  a  privateer  or  public  vessel,  my  leading  object  has  been  to  force  a  pro- 
duction of  the  authority  under  which  she  sails,  either  through  govern- 
ment intervention  or  by  an  action  at  law  in  some  form.  The  government 
turns  us  over  to  the  courts ;  the  magistrates  decline  to  interfere ;  and 
good  and,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  faithful  counsel  tell  me  they  do  not  see 
their  way  clear  to  get  the  question  before  any  court,  and  fear  we  have 
no  remedy  in  this  country. 

I  had  an  interview  with  counsel  to-day,  and  urged  them  to  carefully 
review  the  ground  and  see  whether  there  was  not  power  enough  in  Eng- 
land, either  executive,  judicial,  or  military,  to  determine  whether  the 
Nashville  is  a  piratical  craft  or  a  recognized  ship  of  some  established  or 
belligerent  power,  saying  that  we  charged  her  with  being  neither  a  pri- 
vateer nor  an  armed  ship  of  war  coming  from  any  power,  recognized  or 
belligerent,  but  a  pirate. 

The  subject  is  still  under  advisement,  though  I  have  but  nttle  hope 
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that  a  thing  which  appears  so  very  simple  and  of  such  great  importance 
•will  terminate  favorably  for  us. 

The  Nashville  is  lying  quietly  at  Southampton,  undergoing  no  repairs, 
except  such  as  her  crew  are  making,  and  taking  in  no  cargo.        * 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

F;  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


CASE  FOR  THE  ADVICE  OF  SIR  H.  CAIRNS  AND  DR.  DEANE. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  Dr.  Deane  will  be  so  good  as  to  consider  the 
statement  relating  to  the  destruction  of  the  American  vessel  the  Harvey 
Birch  by  the  lirashville,  as  it  appears  in  the  Times  newspaper  of  this 
date,  (November  22,  1861,)  and  the  copy  of  the  afddavit  of  Captain 
Nelson,  herewith,  and  also  the  explanations  of  Captain  Nelson  in  con- 
ference, and  to  advise  Captain  Nelson  as  to  his  legal  rights  against  the 
NashvUle  and  her  commander,  and  generally  as  to  the  course  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  you  would  advise  the  captain  to  pursue. 

Opinion  of  Sir  H.  Cairns  and  Br.  Deane. 

It  appears  from  the  afSdavit  of  Captain  Nelson  that  the  Harvey  Birch 
was  taken  possession  of  and  burnt  on  the  high  seas,  outside  the  limit  of 
British  waters,  and  that  the  armed  ship  Nashville  carried  the  flag  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

From  the  statement  in  the  newspaper  above  referred  to,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Nashville  seems  to  have  held  a  commission  under  the 
Confederate  States  and  in  the  navy  of  those  States. 

The  British  government  has  considered  the  Federal  and  Confederate 
States  entitled  to  be  treated  as  belligerents,  each  possessed  of  the  rights 
of  war,  one  of  which  rights  is  the  capture  and  destruction  of  vessels 
belonging  to  the  enemy  by  the  commissioned  vessels  of  the  belligerents. 

If,  therefore,  the  Nashville  was  a  commissioned  vessel  belonging  to 
the  Confederate  States,  we  are  of  opinion  that  Captain  Nelson  has  no 
legal  rights  in  this  country  against  the  Nashville  or  her  commander. 

The  only  course  we  can  at  present  suggest  is  that  Captain  Nelson 
should  apply  for  a  search- warraut  for  the  chronometer  and  barometer 
taken  from  the  Harvey  Birch ;  and  if  the  officer  who  goes  on  board  the 
Nashville  is  satisfied  by  the  production  of  the  ship's  papers  and  the 
commander's  commission  that  the*  Nashville  is  commissioned,  he  must 
withdraw,  and  no  remedy  remains  here  to  which  Captain  Nelson  can 
resort. 

H.  M.  CAIENS, 
J.  PAEKEE  DEANE. 
'    Lincoln's  Inn,  November  25,  1861. 


Messrs.  Oliverson,  Lavie  &  Peachey  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Frederick  Place,  E.  C,  November  26,  1861. 
Dear  Sir:  "We  beg  to  report  to  you  the  steps  which  have  been  taken 
on  behalf  of  Captain  Nelson,  of  the  late  American  vessel  the  Harvey 
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Bircli,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  some  redress  for  the  destruction  of 
his  vessel  by  Captain  Pegramj  of  the  Nashville,  now  at  Southampton. 

Immediately  the  case  was  brought  under  our  notice  we  had  a  consul- 
tation with  those  eminent, counsel  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  Dr.  Deane,  and 
the  result  of  their  advice  is  embodied  in  the  written  opinion  which  they 
have  since  given,  the  original  of  which  we  beg  to  inclose. 

In  pursuance  of  their  advice,  we  attended  with  Captain  Nelson  before 
the  lord  mayor  of  London  and  applied  for  a  search-warrant  directed  to 
Captain  PegTam,  who  has  still  on  board  his  vessel  the  barometer  and 
other  articles  belonging  to  the  owners  of  the  Harvey  Birch,  together 
with  the  pajiers  of  that  vessel,  the  i^rimary  object  of  this  application 
being  to  compel  the  captain  of  the  Nashville  to  produce  the  authority 
under  which  he  is  acting,  so  that  it  might  be  clearly  seen  whether  or 
not  the  Nashville  is  a  commissioned  vessel  belonging  to  the  Confederate 
States;  for,  if  that  question  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  it  is  con- 
sidered that,  as  our  government  treats  the  Federal  and  Confederate 
States  as  alike  entitled  to  be  considered  as  belligerents.  Captain  Nelson 
would  have  no  legal  rights  in  this  country  against  the  NashviUe  or  her 
commander. 

The  lord  mayor  of  London,  as  we  apprehended,  considered  that  he 
had  no  jurisdiction,  the  Nashville  being  at  Southampton,  and  the  act 
having  been  committed  altogether  beyond  his  jurisdiction.  He,  how- 
ever, acted  with  great  kindness,  and  handed  Captain  Nelson  a  private 
note  of  introduction  to  the  mayor  of  Southampton. 

We  then  proceeded  to  Southampton  with  Captain  Nelson  and  a  dis- 
creet and  experienced  of&cer  of  the  police  force  of  this  city,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  mayor  of  Southampton  and  other 
magistrates  the  application  could  not  be  made  until  yesterday. 

Yesterday  the  application  was  formally  made  to  the  magistrates  of 
Southampton,  but  they  felt  the  case  to  be  one  of  so  much  delicacy  that 
they  declined  to  interfere  without  the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  result  being  at  once  communicated  to  us  by  telegraph,  we  im- 
mediately addressed  a  letter  to  Earl  EusseU,  soliciting  his  assistance. 

Not  having  received  any  answer  to  this  application,  we  this  morning 
attended  at  the  Foreign  Of&ce  and  had  an  interview  with  his  lordship's 
secretary,  who  informed  us  that  our  application  had  been  submitted  to 
the  law  offtcers  of  the  Crown,  and  that  immediately  their  advice  was 
known  we  should  receive  an  answer. 

We  think  it  very  doubtful,  indeed,  that  the  government  will  interfere. 
We  should  suggest  that  a  careful  watch  should  be  kept  upon  the  Nash- 
viUe and  her  proceedings,  so  that  if  any  attempt  be  made  to  deal  with 
her,  so  as  in  any  manner  to  infringe  our  foreign  enlistment  act,  the  law 
may  be  immediately  brought  to  bear  upon  the  offenders. . 

In  our  opinion,  the  government  will  not  interfere  in  any  way  to  assist 
the  vessels  of  either  the  Federalists  or  the  Confederate  States,  but  will 
leave  them  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  neutrality; 
and  in  case  these  should  in  any  instance  be  overstepped,  the  offenders 
will  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws  of  England. 
We  are,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

OLIVEESON,  LAVIE  &  PEACHEY. 

F.  H.  MoKSE,  Esq.,  &c.,  &e.,  &c. 

American  Consul, 

36  A  c — VOL.  n 


562  REBEL   CRUISERS. 

Messrs.  Oliverson,  Lavie  &  Peachey  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Predeeiok  Place,  E.  0.,  November  27, 1861. 
Dear  Sir  :  "We  beg  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  our  letter  to  Earl  Eussell; 
to  which  we  have,  at  the  present  moment,  no  answer. 

We  do  not  consider  that  the  circumstances  mentioned  to  us  by  Mr. 
Stringer,  in  reference  to  the  l^Tashville,  will  afford  any  means  of  obtain- 
ing redress  in  this  country.  The  whole  depends  upon  the  question 
whether  she  is  or  not  a  vessel  commissioned  by  the  Confederate  States. 
If  she  be,  the  captain  and  owners  of  the  Harvey  Birch  are,  we  fear, 
without  redress. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

OLIVEESOIT,  LAYIE  &  PEACHEY. 
Consul  Morse,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

[For  letter  of  Oliverson,  Lavie  &  Peachey  to  Lord  Russell,  and  for 
reply  of  Mr.  Layard  to  the  same,  see  ante,  Nos.  7  and  9,  from  British 
Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862.] 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  ,44.]         Consulate  oe  the  United  States  op  America, 

London,  December  7,  1861. 

Sir:  As  I  anticipated,  our  efforts  to  make  the  Nashville  show  the 
authority  under  which  she  sails  and  destroys  American  ships  have 
proved  fruitless.  Our  legal  advisers  informed  me  last  evening  that 
nothing  more  could  be  done  here. 

It  has  not  yet  been  ascertained  whether  she  is  a  privateer,  a  confed- 
erate ship  put  in  commission  by  the  insurgents,  or  a  pirate. 

We  charge  her  with  being  a  pirate,  even  judged  by  the  laws  of  this 
realm,  and  the  charge  has  not  been  disproved,  unless  the  ofiScer's  com- 
mission in  the  "confederate"  navy  commissions  everything  he  goes 
on  board  of.  ******  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

P.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1863,  p.  13.] 

No.  13. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  MUot. 

PoREiGN  Oppiob,  November  30, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Eussell  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
and  I  am  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  for  the  information  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  that  his  lordship  entirely  concurs  in  the  answer  which  it  is 
proposed  to  return  to  the  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda  re- 
porting his  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  confederate 
steamer  Nashville  to  that  island. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  13.] 

No.  14. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Leg-ation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  2, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note 
from  the  right  honorable  Earl  Eussell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secre- 
tary of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  on  the  28th  of  November,  and  in 
answer  to  the  note  of  the  undersigned  soliciting  an  investigation  into 
the  case  of  the  armed  steamer  the  NashvUle. 

Whilst  the  undersigned  regrets  that  her  Majesty's  government  has 
determined  to  give  what  he  cannot  but  think  a  liberal  construction  to 
the  evidence  furnished  of  the  character'  of  the  voyage  of  the  Nashville, 
it  is  yet  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  him  to  learn  the  intention  ex-  • 
pressed  by  the  government  to  apply  all  its  powisr  to  the  prevention  of 
measures  taken  within  this  kingdom  by  ill-disposed  persons  to  iit  out 
enterprises  of  a  hostile  character  to  the  United  States.  The  under- 
signed entertains  no  doubt  that  this  information,  which  has  been  alreadj- 
transmitted  by  him  to  this  government,  will  be  received  with  much 
pleasure. 

The  undersigned,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No.  84.]  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

London,  December  6, 1861. 
Sie:  .  *  *  *  *  * 

J'he  Nashville  fs  now  in  dock  undergoing  repair,  and  I  learn  that  she 
will  go  out  toward  the  last  of  the  month,  bent  on  mischief.  They  will 
try  to  increase  her  armament,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  people  is  now 
so  great  as  to  favor-  their  success  in  a  clandestine  manner,  but  if  I  can 
get  the  requisite  evidence  I  have  no  doubt  that  Lord  E:usseU  would  exert 
himself  to  procure  her  condemnation.  He  voluntarily  suggested  to  me 
the  adoption  of  a  course  which  some  years  since  ended  in  the  seizure  of 
several  vessels  designed  to  go  to  the  insurgents  in  Sicily.  I  did  not  then 
pursue  it,  for  reasons  which  exist  no  longer. 

Captain  Nelson  has  failed  in  his  efforts  to  get  his  case  before  the 
courts.    He  has  just  been  here  to  teU  me  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaud, 

Seeretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  86.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

•  London,  December  11, 1861. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  brief  note  from 
Earl  Eussell,  dated  "the  8th  instant,  together  with  copies  of  the'  two 
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inclosures  whicli  accompanied  it  from  the  custom-house,  at  London,  con- 
taining reports  of  the  repairs  now  being  made  on  the  steamship  Nash- 
ville at  Southampton. 

This  is  the  latest  information  I  have  received  fi-om  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment respecting  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  OppidE,  December  8,  1861. 
Earl  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
'honor  to  send  him  copies  of  letters  received  from  the  home  department, 
in  reference  to  the  Nashville. 


Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Whitehall,  December  6,  1861. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  Mr.  Clive's  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  am 
directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Earl  Exissell,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  customs,  reporting  the  steps  which  they  have  taken  in  the  case 
of  the  steamer  Nashville. 
I  am,  &c., 

^  H.  WADDINGTON. 


[Inclosure.]  , 

Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

CugTOM-HotrSE,  London, 

December  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  customs  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  signifying  the 
request  of  Secretary  Sir  G.  Grey  to  be  informed  what  steps  they  took 
ill  regard  to  the  steamer  Nashville,  and  whether  anything  has  come  to 
their  knowledge  since  the  date  of  Mr.  Olive's  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo  to 
justify  interference  on  their  part;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  tha^t  on 
receipt  of  Mr.  Clive's  letter,  the  board  transmitted  to  the  collector  at, 
Southampton  a  copy  of  the  letter,  and,  with  reference  to  the  Act  59, 
Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  and  her  Majesty's  order  in  council  of  the  13th  of  May 
last,  directed  him  forthwith  to  report  any  alterations  or  fittings  of  a  hos- 
tile nature  which  might  take  place  on  board.  Xnd  the  board  have  this 
day  been  informed  by  their  collector,  "that  the  Nashville  has  just  now 
been  placed  in  dry  dock,  not  repaired  at  present  beyond  calking  aloft. 
This  afternoon  will  decide  what  future  repairs  she  requires." 

The  collector  proposes  to  report  further  particulars,  and  upon  receipt 
thereof  the  board  will  acquaint  you  therewith. 
I  have,  &c., 

F.  G.  GAEDNEE. 
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Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

^  Whitbhajll,  December  7,  1861. 

SiE :  Witli  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  respecting  the 
steamer  Nashville,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  trans- 
mit to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the  Earl  Eussell,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  fur- 
ther letter  from  the  commissioners  of  customs,  reporting  on  the  alteration 
proposed  to  be  made  in  that  vessel. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDINGTOl^. 


Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

Gustom:-Housb,  December  6,  1861. 

Sjr:  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Secretary 
Sir  G.  Grey,  with  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  that  the 
officers  of  this  revenue  at  Southampton  have  reported  to  the  board  that 
the  steamship  Nashville  has  not  hitherto  undergone  any  further  repairs 
than  calking  aloft.. 

The  vessel  was  yesterday  taken  into  dry  dock,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  damage  sustained  by  her  keel  in  coming  out  of  Charles- 
ton harbor,  and  the  ofi&cers  have  been  informed  by  the  shipbuilder  who 
has  undertaken  to  perform  whatever  repairs  may  be  necessary,  and  who 
they  state  may  be  fully  relied  on,  that  beyond  restoring  the  keel,  and 
replacing  the  paddles,  which  are  off  the  wheels,  and  also  placing  some 
beams  athwart  to  strengthen  her,  no  alterations  or  fittings  are  likely  to 
take  place. 


I  am,  &c.. 


F.  G.  GAEDNEE. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  141.]  ,      Depaetment  op  State, 

Washington,  December  12,  1861. 

SiK:  Tour  dispatch  of  November.23  (No.  77)  has  been  received  and 
submitted  to  the  President.  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  approve  of  all 
your  proceedings,  as  thus  reported,  in  reference  to  the  shelter  and  pro- 
tection aiforded  to  the  Nashville,  a  privateer  steamer,  which  entered 
the  port  of  Southampton  immediately  after  she  had  captured  and 
destroyed  the  Harvey  Birch,  belonging  to  the  mercantile  marine  of  this 
country. 

Upon  carefully  reading  your  dispatch,  I  found  no  occasionfor  suggest- 
ing any  new  arguments  in  support  of  your  position,  as  1  am  pleased  to 
say  there  is  none  for  urging  your  zealous  and  persistent  prosecution  of 
the  subject. 

Previous  communications  from  us  to  the  British  government  suffi- 
ciently show  that  the  harboring  in  British  ports  of  pirates  engaged  in 
depredating  upon  our  commerce  cannot  go  on  without  involving  the 
necessity  of  revising  our  whole  system  of  commercial  relations  with  the 
British  government. 

We  consent,  however,  to  hope  that  this  new  and  flagrant  occurrence 
has  arrested  the  serious  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and 
that  it  wUl  result  in  bringing  about  some  resolution  of  the  whole  sub- 
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ject  consistent  with,  the  just  expectations  of  the  United  States  so  often 
already  expressed. 

The  Kavy  Department  will  not  neglect  the  interests  of  our  commerce 
in  this  new  and  distinct  experience,  whatever  may  be  the  diflculty  or 
the  cost. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  (fee,  &e. 


[From  British  Blue  Boot,  "  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  15.] 
No.  18. 
Mr,  Waddington  to  Mr.  Sammond. 
Ko.  18.]  Whitehall,  December  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  previous  correspondence  upon  the  same 
subject,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  G-rey  to  transmit  to  you 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  town  clerk  of  Southampton,  reporting  that 
the  Jl^ashville  is  now  lying  in  the  graving  dock  at  that  port,  and  that 
certain  repairs  are  now  being  made  to  her ;  and  I  am  to  request  that 
you  will  lay  the  same  before  Earl  Eussell. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDmGTON. 


[luolosure.] 
Mr.  Beacon  to  Sir  G.  Grey.  _ 

Town  Clerk's  Office, 

Southampton,  Decemher  13, 1861. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27th  ultimo,  relative 
to  the  steamship  NashvUle,  I  am  directed  by  the  worshij)ful  the  Mayor 
of  this  borough,  to  inform  you  that  the  Nashville  is  now  lying  in  the 
graving  dock  of  this  port,  and  that  certain  repairs  are  now  betug  made 
to  her. 

I  am,  &c., 

CHAELES  E.  DEACON,  Town  Cleric. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  15.] 

No.  19, 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  OfficTe,  December  19,  1861. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  home  office*  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  town 
clerk  of  Southampton,  reporting  that  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville 
is  undergoing  certain  repairs  at  that  port ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  in 
laying  the  same  before  the  lords  comm\ssi'oriBrs  of  the  admiralty,  you 
will  state  to  their  lordships  that  Lord  Eussell  would  consider  it  satisfac- 
tory if  the  naval  officer  at  Southampton  were  instructed  to  visit  that 
vessel  and  to  report  what  is  taking  place  on  board  her. 
I  am,  &c., 

E,  HAMMOND. 

*  See  No.  18  from  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  ante. 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Fo.  46.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  20, 1861, 
Seb:  I  herewith  forward  the  affidavit  of  Frederick  Williams,  who 
was  one  of  the  cooks  of  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville.    He  is  an 
unusually  intelligent  and  well-behaved  seaman,  and  seems  very  much 
gratified  to  get  clear  of  the  craft. 

You  wiU  notice  what  he  says  about  the  interview  between  Captain 
Peagram  and  the  governor  of  Bermuda,  in  which  the  captain  denied  that 
the  S"ashville  was  either  a  privateer  or  a  confederate  ship. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

:  '  F.  H.  MOESB,  Consul. 

Hon.  William:  H.  Sewajid, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  affidavit  inclosed  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
No.  97,  January  2,  1862,  post.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  154.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  30, 1861. 
Sir':  Tour  dispatch  of  December  11  (No.  86)  has  been  received.    It 
relates  to  the  repairs  of  the  Nashville. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  British  government  have  bestowed 
so  much  attention  upon  the  subject  of  the  repairs  of  the  Nashville. 

I  forbear,  however,  at  the  present  moment,  for  reasons  which  you 
will  understand,  from  special  remark  upon  the  general  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adajis,  Esq.,  t&c,  &c.,  &c. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  18.] 

No.  24. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Sir  F.  Sogers. 

Foreign  Oppice,  January  1, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  note  from 
the  United  States  minister  at  this  court,  inclosing  a  deposition  which 
has  been  made  by  a  seaman  of  the  Nashville,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  commander  Peagram  represented  to  the  governor  of  Ber- 
muda that  the  Nashville  was  strictly  a  merchant  vessel,  and  not  a  ship 
of  war ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  move  his  grace  to  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  of  the  governor  as  to  the  truth  of  this  statement. 
I  am,  &c., 

E,  HAMMOND. 

[For  note  and  deposition  inclosed  see  dispatch  No.  97,  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  January  2, 1862,  post.\ 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  97.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  last  evening  of  dispatches 
numbered  from  141  to  146,  both  inclusive. 

Under  the  continued  suspense  as  to  the  issue  of  the  difficulty  respect- 
ing the  Trent,  I  know  not  that  there  is  much  necessity  for  adverting  to 
topics  of  minor  importance.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with 
transmitting  copies  of  the  further  correspondence  that  has  taken  place 
between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the  ISTashville.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  'supervision  of  the  outfit  of  that  vessel 
on  the  part  of  the  government  has  been  faithful  and  thorough. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 


your  obedient  servant, 
OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oefice,  December  27,  1861. 

Lord  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  him,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
superintendent  of  packets  at  Southampton  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, respecting  the  nature  of  the  repairs  which  have  been  executed 
in  that  port  on  board  the  steamer  Nashville. 

Lord  Eussell  requests,  &c. 


The,  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  December  24, 1861. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  am  com- 
manded by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  here- 
with, for  the  information  of  the  secretary  of  state  for, foreign  affairs,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  captain  superintendent  of  packets 
at  Southampton,  dated  the  23d  instant,  reporting  that  only  the  neces- 
sary repairs  have  been  executed  on  board  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States  steamer  Nashville,  now  in  dock  at  Southampton,  and  stating 
that  no  steps  whatever  have  been  taken  to  fit  her  more  completely  as  a 
vessel  of  war  since  her  arrival  at  that  port. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Southampton,  December  23, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  directing  me  to  visit 

the  confederate  steamer  NashvUle,  and  report  what  is  taking,  place  on 

board  that  vessel,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information 

of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  I  have  this  day  visited 
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the  sliip  in  question,  wMch  is  in  dry  dock ;  though  I  have  personally  and 
daily  heretofore  taken  notice  of  what  has  passed  in  regard  to  the  Nash- 
ville, and  am  therefore  in  a  position  to  report  that  no  repairs  have  taken 
place  but  what  was  found  absolutely  necessary  for  making  good  a  few 
trifling  defects  she  sustained  in  her  passage  to  this  country,  such  as  re- 
placing boarding,  gratings,  and  water-closets,  washed  away  in  a  heavy 
sea  from  the  port  sponson  and  paddle-box.  A  few  sheets  of  copper  have 
also  been  replaced,  to  make  good  rubs  which  the  ship's  bottom  met  with 
by  touching  tl^e  ground  in  crossing  the  bar  at  Charleston ;  some  calk- 
ing has  likewise  been  ^one  in  parts  that  were  found  to  be  leaky,  conse- 
quent upon  the  heavy  weather  which  the  ship  encountered  in  crossing 
the  Atlantic. 

I  beg  to  add  that  the  Ifashville  has  .not  in  any  way  equipped  herself 
more  completely  as  a  vessel  of  war  since  her  arrival  at  Southampton. 
She  is  at  present  detained  in  dry  dock  in  consequence  of  another  ship 
being  in  the  same  dock  with  the  planking  oflf  her  bottom. 

I  deem  it  right  to  state  that  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  K"ashville,  has, 
from  the  first,  most  willingly  evinced  a  disposition  that  not  anything 
should  be  undertaken  without  first  acquainting  me.     ^ 
•I  am,  &c., 

C,  G.  E.  PATBY, 
Captain  Superintendent  PaeTcet  Service. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Btissell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  28, 1861. 

Mr.  Adams,  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  presents  his  compli- 
ments to  Lord  Eussell,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception, 
on  two  several  occasions,'of  copies  of  letters  addressed  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  packets  to  the  admiralty,  respecting  the  nature  of  the  repairs 
which  have  been  executed  in  the  port  of  Southampton  on  board  the 
steamer  If  ashville.  It  is  a  spurce  of  gratification  to  him  to  observe  the 
continued  supervision  exercised  by  her  Majesty's  government  over  the 
outfit  of  that  vessel. 

Mr.  Adams  seizes  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  him  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  Lord  Eussell  the  copy  of  another  deposition  taken 
before  Mr.  Freeman  H.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  in  London, 
of  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Nashville  on  her  late  voyage.  If  the  state- 
ment therein  made  be  in  accordance  with  fact,  then  it  would  appear  that 
the  representation  given  by  the  master  of  that  vessel  to  the  governor  of 
Bermuda  of  the  character  of  his  voyage,  upon  which,  alone,  he  succeeded 
in  obtaining  from  him  supplies  of  coal,  is  in  conflict  with  the  construc- 
tion given  to  it  by  her  Majesty's  government  on  the  vessel's  arrival  here, 
and  much  more  nearly  approximates  the  view  of  the  case  first  taken  by 
Mr.  Adams.  The  verification  of  this  fact,  or  otherwise,  is  fortunately  in 
the  power  of  her  Majesty's  government  by  reference  to  the  governor  of 
Bermuda.  Although,  if  found  to  be  true,  it  might  arrive  too  late  to  be 
of  service  in  the  present  instance,  Mr.  Adams  ventures  to  indulge  the 
hope  that  this  example  may  serve  as  an  inducement  to  the  application 
of  a  more  favorable  rule  hereafter  for  the  prevention  of  abuses  under 
the  shelter  of  so-called  belligerent  rights. 

Mr.  Adams  begs,  &c. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Deposition  of  Frederick  Williains. 

I,  Frederick  WUliams,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  ship's  cook  and  steward,  do  solemnly  swear  that 
I  sailed  from  the  port  of  New  York  in  the  month  of  November,  1860,  in 
the  ship  Mackinaw,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  Captain  William 
Hammer,  bound  to  Liverpool.  Arrived  at  Liverpool  about  the  24th  of 
December,  and  remained  there  until  the  latter  end  of  February  or  the 
commencement  of  March,  when  I  again  sailed  in  the  ship  for  Charles- 
ton, with  a  cargo  of  coal,  and  arrived  at  Charleston  about  the  8th  or 
9th  of  April,  a  few  days  before  Fort  Sumter  was  bombarded.  I  was 
then  discharged,  and  remained  in  Charleston  until  the  25th  of  September, 
on  which  day  I  shipped  at  Black's  shipping  office  as  second  cook  of  the 
steamer  Nashville,  of  ^Charleston,  for  a  voyage  to  England  and  one  or 
two  other  foreign  ports,  and  back  to  Charleston,  and  on  the  same  day  I 
went  on  board  the  vessel,  which  was  then  lying  alongside  the  New  York 
steamboat  dock,  where  she  usually  lay.  Captain  Murray,  her  usual 
captain,  still  had  chargeof  her;  nearly  all  the  crew  were  then  onJboard, 
being  at  work  cleaning  the  vessel  and  putting  her  in  order,  as  she  had 
been  laid  up  five  or  six  months.  About  a  week  or  ten  days  after  I  had 
joined,  fourteen  or  fifteen  naval  officers  came  on  board  with  their  bag- 
gage. I  was  told  that  they  were  going  as  passengers  to  England  to  take 
command  when  they  arrived,  of  vessels  of  war  that  were  fitting  out  in 
England  for  the  Confederate  States.  After  this  time  I  (having  first  got 
my  clothes  on  board)  was  not  allowed  to  communicate  with  the  shore,  nor 
were  any  of  the  crew  permitted  to  do  so.  I  asked  Captain  Murray  to 
let  me  go  ashore.  He  replied  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  say  on  board 
the  vessel  now  than  I  had,  and  told  me  to  go  to  one  of  the  nayal  offi- 
cers. Between  their  coming  on  board  and  the  vessel's  sailing  about 
three  weeks  elapsed,  and  in  this  time  two  rifled  cannon  were  brought 
on  board  and  placed  forward.  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  and  their 
families  and  baggage  came  on  board,  and  I  understood  that  they 
were  going  as  passengers,  but  they  afterwards  left  the  vessel.  During 
all  this  time  a  small  steamer  went  out  of  the  harbor  daily  to  determine 
the  exact  position  of  the  United  States  blockading  squadron,  and  this 
information  was  communicated  to  the  officers.  One  night  in  the  latter 
end  of  October  steam  was  got  up,  and  the  Nashville  steamed  out  of 
port,  great  precautions  being  used  to  avoid  the  blockading  vessels. 
.  Three  and  a  half  days  afterward  we  arrived  at  Bermuda  and  came  to 
anchor,  the  vessel  flying  at  the  peak  the  Confederate  States  flag  and  a 
pennant  at  the  main.  The  governor  of  Bermuda  came  on  board  the 
ship  and  saw  Captain  Peagram  and  his  officers,  and  1  heard  Captain 
Peagram  tell  the  governor,  as  they  walked  along  the  deck  with  the  first 
lieutenant,  "You  must  understand,  governor,  that  this  is  not  a  navy 
vessel ;  if  she  were,  we  should  have  arms  and  regulations  accordingly. 
She  is  strictly  a  merchant  vessel."  The  governor  had  previously  inti- 
mated that  if  she  were  not  strictly  a  merchantman,  she  would  not  be 
permitted  to  coal.  The  ship  was  in  want  of  coal,  as  she  had  come  out 
of  Charleston  light  to  enable  her  to  get  more  readily  over  the  bar.  Upon 
this  guarantee  of  Captain  Peagram — that  she  was  a  merchant  ship — the 
Nashville  was  allowed  to  coal,  and  about  400  or  500  tons  were  taken 
on  board.  Not  being  permitted  to  go  ashore,  I  wrote  a  letter  of  com- 
plaint to  the  American  consul,  and  sent  it  ashore  by  a  laborer.  I 
"received  no  reply,  but  on  the  following  day  the  first  lieutenant  appeared 
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to  have  heard  of  it  and  called  me.  He  said  to  me,  "You  scoundrel, 
you  have  been  communicating  with  the  enemy.  You  have  forfeited 
your  life,  and  will  be  hanged  at  the  yard-arm."  I  was  then  put  in  irons 
and  placed  in  the  hold  amongst  the  coal,  and  I  remained  in  irons  three 
days,  when  I  was  liberated. '  "We  were  out  of  sight  of  land.  I  was  then 
sent  forward  until  about  the  15th  of  November,  when  I  was  again  sent 
to  the  galley.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  November  we  feS.  in  with 
an  American  ship,  which  was  found  to  be  the  Harvey  Birch,  of  New 
York,  Nelson,  master,  from  Havre  to  New  York  in  ballast.  The  gang- 
ways in  the  way  of  gilns  were  removed,  muskets  were  served  out,  and 
th6  officers  buckled  on  their  swords,  and  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate States  was  set.  The  Nashville  then  ran  alongside  the 
Harvey  Birch,  ordered  her  to  heave-to,  ordered  the  captain  <»ii  board, 
and  idtimately  took  the  whole  crew  out  of  her,  and  after  the  second 
lieutenant's  boat  left  I  saw  that  the  ship  was  on  fire.  The  crew  of  the 
Harvey  Birch,  excepting  the  ofl&cers,  were  put  in  irons  and  kept  in 
irons  until  they  arrived  at  Southampton,  where  they  were  liberated  and 
allowed  to  go  ashore.  But  I  was  not  permitted  to  leave  the  vessel,,  and 
finding  that  I  had  been  deceived,  I  deserted  from  her.  In  Charleston, 
after  the  of&cers  came  on  board,  the  purser  produced  new  shipping  arti- 
cles, which  the  crew  were  compelled  to  sign,  as  they  knew  they  would 
be  in  danger  if  they  did  not.  Thebaggageof  Slidell  and  Mason  was  taken 
out  of  the  Nashville  directly  before  the  steamer  Theodore  left  Charles- 
ton, which  vessel  left  twelve  or  fourteen  days  before  the  Nashville,  and 
it  was  known  in  Charleston  before  the  Nashville  sailed  that  the  Theo- 
dore had  arrived  safely  at  Havana  with  Slidell  and  Mason  on  board. 

FEBDERICK  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  before  me,  in  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
this  19th.  day  of  December,  1861. 

E.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 


JSarl  Bu^sell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  1, 1862. 
Lord  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams  and  has  the 
honor  to  inform  him,  in  reply  to  his  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  that  he 
wiU  immediately  communicate  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda  a  correct  account  of 
the  representation  made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  Nashville. 


[From  Britisi  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1863,  p.  19.] 

No.  25. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  10, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  this  day  from 
Captain  Patey  relative  to  certain  proceedings  of  oflacers  and  men 
belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Tuscarora  with  regard  to 
the  Nashville,  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States  at.  Southampton. 
I  am,  &c., 

'       '  C.  PAGET. 


572  REBEL   CEUISERS. 

[Inclosure.] 

Captain  Patey  to  tlie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 
[Telegraphic] 

SoUTHAMPTOlf,  January  10,  1862. 
Last  niglit  at  eight,  dock-master  reported  having  discovered  in  the 
dock  two  officers  and  three  men  from  Tuscarora,  who  stated  they 
were  on  shore  under  orders  watching  N'ashville,  and  to  signal  should 
she  get  under  weigh.    Dock-master  removed  then!  from  the  dock. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  19.] 

Ho.  26, 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  January  10, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Eussell  to  reqiiest  that  you  will  acquaint 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  with  reference  to  your  letter 
of  this  day,  inclosing  a  telegram  from  Southampton  respecting  •  the 
United  States  steamer  Tuscarora  at  that  port,  that  his  lordghip  is  of 
opinion  that  orders  should  immediately  be  given  for  placing  a  ship  of 
war,  of  superior  force,  as  near  Southampton  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  may  appear  to  require,  in  order  to  prevent  any  hostilities  taking 
place  within  British  waters  between  the  federal  and  confederate  steamers 
now  lyiug  at  or  near  Southampton,  aud.'  with  instructions,  in  the  event 
of  either  of  those  steamfers  proceeding  tb  sea,  not  to  allow  the  other  to 
start  in  pursuit  of  her  until  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hour^. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMM01>rD. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  20.] 

No.  28. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  11,  1862. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instanb,  requesting 
that  measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  any  hostilities  taking  place 
within  British  waters  between  the  federal  and  so-styled  confederate 
steamers  now  lying  iu  Southampton  water,  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  Earl  Eussell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  addressed  by 
Captain  Willcox,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Dauntless,  to  Captain  Craven, 
commanding  the  federal  steamer  Tuscarora,  on  this  subject. 


1  am,  &c.. 


W.  G..EOMAmE. 


[Inclosure.] 

Captain  Willcox  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N. 

Dauntless,  Soxtthampton,  January  10,  1862. 
Sir:   Having  observed  preparations  for  departure  in  the  United 
States  steamer  Tuscarora,  under  your  command,  and  also  in  the  Confed- 
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erate  States  steamer  IJTa^hville,  I  beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  hare 
received  instructions  to  prevent  any  hostility  taking  place  in  British 
waters ;  and  I  beg  .to  bring  to  your  notice  the  usual  law  of  nations, 
which  requires  that  twenty-four  hours  should  elapse  before  the  departure 
of  one  belligerent  ship  in  pursuit  of  the  other. 

Relying  upon  your  good  judgment  in  this  matter,  and  the  friendly 
feeling  existing  between  the  two  governments,  I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  WILLCOX. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  20.] 

ITo.  29. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Sammond. 

Admiralty,  January  11, 1862. 
Sm:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  send  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  copy  of  a  telegram 
which  has  been  received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton,  stating 
that  the  two  American  vessels  l«fashville  and  Tuscarora  would  not 
proceed  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hoiirs  after  the  departure  of  either. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  PAGET. 


[Inclosure.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Telegraphic.] 

Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 
Have  seen  captains  of  both  American  ships.    Have  received  written 
promises,  one  will  not  follow  the  other  to  sea  within  twenty -four  hours. 
Both  observe  strict  neutrality. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,'.'  No.  6,  1862,  p.  21.] 

Ko.  30. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admtbaltt,  January  13,  1862. 
Sie:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I  am  commanded 
by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  transmit  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  11th  instant, 
from  Captain  Willcox,  of  the  Dauntless,  and  of  its  inclosure,  from  Com- 
mander Craven,  of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Tuscarora,  as  to  the 
proceedings  of  that  ship  at  Southampton. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 
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[Inclosure  No.  1.] 
Captain  Willcox  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 

Datjntless,  Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 
Mt  Lord  :  "With  reference  to  a  communication  that  I  have  this  day- 
forwarded  to  the  commodore  comptroller  general,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  to  you,  for  the  information  of  their  lordships,  a  copy  of  a  reply 
I  have  received  from  the  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  Tusca- 
rora. 

I  forward  this  to  your  lordship  direct  to  save  time,  having  also 
written  to  the  commodore. 
I  have,  &c., 

JAMES  WILLCOX. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 
Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  2^.,  to  Captain  Willcox. 

TusOAEOBA,  Southampton,  January  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation this  evening. 

I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  given  cause  for  your  assuming  that  I 
meditate  an  act  of  hostility  in  the  waters  of  Great  Britain. 
^  Claiming  the'  right  of  free  access  to,  and  egress  from,  the  waters  of  a 
nation  believed  to  be  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  sincerely 
desirous  of  avoiding  all  semblance  of  offense,  I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG'S  CEAVEK 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  21.] 

No.  31. 

Tlie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Sammond. 

Admiralty,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  1  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  request  you  will  state  to  Earl  Eussell  that  telegrams  have  been 
received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton,  reporting  that  the  United 
States  vessel  of  war  Tuscarora  left  that  port  this  morning,  and  has 
anchored  one  mile  to  the  westward  of  Calshot  light-ship, 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  E0MAI2!TE. 


[From  British  Blue  Boot,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  21.] 

No.  32. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  13, 1862. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  that  Captain  Patey 
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reports  by  telegram  that  the  American  vessel  Tuscarora  has  returned 
to  her  original  anchorage  at  the  entrance  of  the  Itchen  Channel. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINB. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  pp.  22-32.] 

No.  33. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Abmibaltt,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  11th  instant,  from  Captain  Patey,  the  senior  officer  of  her 
Majesty's  ships  at  Southampton,  together  with  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  has  passed  between  that  officer  and  the  commanders  of  the 
Tuscarora  and  Nashville  respecting  the  detention  of  one  vessel  until  the 
expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  after  the  other's  departure, 
lam,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 
Mt  Loed  :  Referring  to  your  telegram  delivered  to  me  at  2.15  a.  m.  of 
this  date,  directing  ine  to  give  notice  to  both  Americans  that  I  had 
received  orders  detaining  one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty-four 
hours'  start,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  copies  of  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  myself  and  the  commanders  of  the  Tus- 
carora and  Nashville,  respectively,  on  the  subject  in  question — inclosure 
No.  2  being  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  captain  of  the  Tuscarora,  and 
inclosure  No.  3  copy  of  his  reply,  in  which  their  lordships  will  observe 
the  Nashville  is  designated  a  pirate ;  inclosure  No.  4  is  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  commander  of  Nashville,  and  inclosure  No.  5  a  copy  of  his 
answer  thereto. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  G.  E.  PATEY. 


[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  N. 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  11,  1862. 
SlE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  orders  with 
respect  to  the  ship  under  your  command  and  the  Nashville,  to  detain 
one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty-four  hours'  start. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  G.  E.  PATEY. 
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[IncloBure  No.  3.] 
Commander  Craven,  TJ.  8.  N.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

TuscAEORA,  Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
date. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  strictly  observe  all  the  hours  by  which 
international  intercourse  is  regulated,  and  will  not  depart  from  this  port 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  sailing  of  the  pirate  Nashville. 
I  shall  expect  of  you  a  strict  impartiality  in  this  matter. 
I  am,  &c., 

'       '  J.  AUG'S  CRAVEN". 


[Inclosure  No.  4.] 
Caj^tain  Patey  to  Commander  Peagram,  C.  S.  W. 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January- 11,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  orders  with 
respect  to  the  fship  under  your  command  and  the  Tuscarora,  to  detain 
one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty-four  hours'  start. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  Q.  E.  PATET. 


[Inclosure  No.  5.] 
Commander  Peagram,  C.  S.  N.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

E"ASHVILLE,  Southampton,  January  21,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  to- 
day's date,  intimating  to  me  that  in  the  event  of  the  Tuscarora  proceed- 
ing to  sea,  the  ship  under  my  command  is  not  to  leave  until  twenty-four 
hours  shall  have  elapsed  after  the  Tuscarora's  departure,  and  I  beg  to 
assure  you  that  I  shall  rigidly  conform  to  the  instructions  of  your  gov- 
ernment in  this  respect,  and  you  may  depend  that  nothing  whatever  shaJI 
be  done  on  my  part  to  infringe  the  neutrality  of  this  port. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  B.  PEAGEAM. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  23.] 

No.  34. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Sammond. 

Admiralty,  January  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  14th  instant,  from  Captain  Patey,  relative  to  the  American  ves- 
sels Tuscarora  and  NashviUe,  now  at  Southampton. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 

P.  S. — Tuscarora  weighed  and  passed  Oalshot  at  2  p.  m.  to-day,  in  a  fog. 

W.  G.  E. 
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[Inolosure.] 
Captain  Fatey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 
[Extract.] 

Southampton,  January  14, 1862. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
conunissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  in  carrying  out  their  lordships' 
orders,  as  conveyed  to  me  by  your  telegram  received  at  2.15  a.  m.  of  the 
12th  instant,  I  proceeded  early  in  the  morning  of  that  date  on  board  the 
Nashville,  lying  in  the  docks,  and  after  some  conversation  with  the  com- 
mander of  that  vessel,  who  met  me  in  the  most  conciliatory  spirit,  show- 
ing the  greatest  anxiety  not  to  do  anything  which  could  in  the  slightest 
degree  tend  to  infringe  the  neutrality  of  this  port ;  and  after  which  con-  • 
versation  I  handed  him  my  letter,  and  requested,  if  he  saw  no  objection, 
he  would  give  me  a  written  acknowledgment,  which  would  embody  what 
he  had  already  stated.    This  he  immediately  did. 

After  communicating  with  the  Nashville,  it  then  blowing  a  heavy  gale 
of  wind,  I  was  unable  to  communicate  with  the  Tuscarora  until  two  p.  m. 
of  the  same  day,  when  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  tug,  and  by  that  means 
reached  the  Tuscarora  in  the  stream,  on  board  which  ship  I  was  received 
by  her  commander,  whom  I  informed  of  my  orders.  After  a  discussion 
on  various  points  involved  in  the  question  of  neutrality,  I  placed  in  his 
hands  the  communication  which  I  had  addressed  to  him.  At  the  same 
time  I  stated  that,  to  prevent  any  possible  misunderstanding  in  the  mat- 
ter, I  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  written  reply  from  him,  which,  after 
some  hesitation,  and  desultory  remarks  respecting  the  Nashville,  and  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  of  North  America  generally,  to  which  that 
vessel  belongs,  he  complied,  and  handed  me  a  letter  in  which  the  speci- 
fied twenty-four  hours  were  omitted.  In  pointing  out  this  grave  omis- 
sion, to  which  he  did  not  agree  with  me  in  attaching  the  same  importance,, 
after  some  further  discusssion,  however,  he  wrote  and  gave  to  me  the 
letter,  copy  of  which  is  already  in  their  lordships'  possession,  remarking 
that  he  looked  to  me  to  exercise  the  strictest  impartiality  between  him- 
self and  the  pirate  Nashville,  as  he  termed  that  vessel. 

I  thought  it  as  well,  while  on  board  the  Tuscarora,  to  refer  to  the  fact 
of  his  having  sent  offtcers  and  men  into  the  docks  to  watch  the  Nashville, 
and  also  to  point  out  that  a  boat  from  his  ship,  apparently  armed,  had 
been  observed  pulling  in  and  out  of  the  docks,  without  landing,  during 
the  night. 

He  observed  that  this  should  not  be  repeated ;  and  it  was  at  this 
moment  he  made  the  remark,  before  referred  to,  with  regard  to  my  exer- 
cising a  strict  impartiality  between  him  and  the  NashvUle. 

I  have  not  failed  to  point  out  to  Captain  WiUcox,  of  her  Majesty's  ship 
Dauntless,  what  steps  I  have  considered  it  necessary  to  take  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  and  my  proceedings,  more  fully  detailed  in  this  letter,  will,  I  trust,, 
meet  their  lordships'  approval. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  103.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  JoMuary  17, 1862. 

SiK :  The  arrival  of  the  Tuscarora  at  Southampton  has  had  the  effect 
of  materially  changing  the  purposes  of  the  confederate  emissaries,  at 
37  A  c— VOL.  n 
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the  same  time  that  it  has  created  great  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernment, from  the  fear  of  some  violation  of  neutrality  and  a  coniflict  within 
British  jurisdiction. 

I  received  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of 
which  I  transmit  herewith.  In  consequence  of  it,  I  immediately  wrote, 
letters  to  Captain  Craven,  as  well  as  to  Captain  Britton,  the  consul  at 
Southampton,  enjoining  it  upon  both  of  them  to  see  that  no  just  cause 
of  complaint  be  given ;  to  which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  they  will 
pay  every  attention.  In  the  meanwhile  the  Nashville  is  fearful  of  attempt- 
ing to  go  out  in  the  face  of  so  formidable  an  opponent.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  so  many  of  her  crew  have  deserted  as  to  make  her  depart- 
ure in  her  present  character  very  doubtful.  Eumors  have  been  cur- 
rently circulated  at  Southampton  that  she  has  been  sold,  and  is  to  be 
put  under  British  colors  as  a  merchantman.  This  is  doitbtless  one  of  the 
devices  for  escape  which  have  been  under  consideration. 

The  difftculty  in  the  way  probably  is,  that  the  means  have  not  yet  been 
found  of  evading  the  requisitions  of  the  British  law  of  assignment  of  ves- 
sels, which  are  all  based  upon  a  transfer,  iona  fide,  from  legitimate 
owners  to  real  purchasers.  But  so  great  must  be  the  expense  of  keeping 
her  in  her  present  state  of  confinement,  and  so  little  is  she  really  fit  for 
the  service  in  which  she  has  been  enlisted,  that  it  woujd  not  surprise  me 
at  all  if  some  bona  fide  operation  of  the  kind  were  ultimately  effected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEA15TCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  10, 1862. 

SiE :  I  have  just  been  informed  that  armed  men  were  found  last  night 
watching  the  Nashville  in  Southampton  docks,  and  that  they  were  dis- 
covered by  Mr.  Hodge,  the  dock  superintendent,  close  at  the  Nashville's 
bows. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  state  to  you  that,  except  in  case  of  stress  of 
weather  forcing  them  to  land,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  permit 
armed  men  in  the  service  of  a  foreign  government  to  land  upon  British 
ground. 

I  therefore  request  that  you  will  inform  the  captain  of  the  federal 
steamer  in  Southanipton  waters  that  he  must  refrain  from  acts  of  this 
kind,  which  may  lead  to  a  collision  between  his  men  and  the  British 
authorities. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  no  act  of  hostility  can  be  permitted 
between  the  federal  steamer  and  its  enemy  within  British  waters,  and 
that  orders  to  that  effect  wiU  be  issued  to  the  board  of  admiralty. 

In  the  case  of  the  Nashville  leaving  British  waters,  the  federal  steamer 
of  war  will  not  be  permitted  to  start  from  British  waters  in  pursuit  of 
her  till  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours. 

The  same  rule  will  be  applied  to  the  vessels  of  the  so-called  Confed- 
erate States. 

I  am,  &c., 

EFSSELL. 

■Chaeles-  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  c&c,  &c. 
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From  the  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  24.1 
No.  35. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  JamvMry  22, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
acquaint  you,  for  tlie  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  that  at  eight  o'clock  on 
the  20th  instant  the  United  States  corvette  Tuscarora  left  her  moorings, 
but  it  could  not  then,  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  weather,  be  ascer- 
tained whither  she  proceeded,  but  yesterday  morning  she  was  discovered 
to  be  at  anchor  just  outside  Oalshot  castle. 

This  morning  she  is  reported  again  to  have  returned  to  her  former 
position  in  Southampton  water. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Beward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  105.J  Legation  op  the  United  States,  • 

London.,  Ja/nuary  24, 1862. 

H  jjj  .#  #  #  #  *  *  #,* 

Tn  the  mean  whUe  the  relative  position  of  the  Nashville  and  of  the  Tus- 
carora, in  the  harbor  of  Southampton,  remains  unchanged.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Sumter,  having  been  warned  to  leave  Cadiz,  has  put  into  Gib- 
raltar, after  capturing  two  vessels.  This  tendency  to  take  refuge  in 
British  ports  is  becoming  so  annoying  to  the  government  here,  that  I 
shall  not  be  surprised  if  the  limit  of  twenty-four  hours'  stay  be  soon 
adopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  24.] 
No.  36. 

The  Secretary  to  tJie  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiralty,  January  26, 1862. 
Sir  :  i  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
transmit  herewith,  for  the  toformation  of  Earl  Eussell,  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Captaiu  Patey,  E.  N.,  and  of  the  reply  thereto,  relative  to  the  Amer- 
ican vessels  Tuscarora  and  Nashville.  I  am  fttrther  to  acquaint  you  that 
orders  for  her  Majesty's  ship  Shannon  to  proceed  to  Southampton  as  soon 
as  possible  have  been  sent  to  the  commander-in-chief  at  Portsmouth. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 
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[Inolosure  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Extract.] 

Southampton,  January  25, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  bring  under  the 
consideration  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  whether  it  is 
intended  to  allow  the  American  federal  ship  of  war  Tuscarora,  and  the 
vessel  of  war  KashvOle  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  ]!forth  Amer- 
ica, to  renlain  at  this  port  for  an  indefinite  period. 

The  Nashville's  necessary  defects  have  been  made  good,  and  she  has  been 
coaled;  and  judging  from  the  frequent  movements  of  the  Tuscarora  up 
and  down  the  Southampton  water,  including  one  trip  through  the  Needles 
and  round  the  Isle  of  Wight,  that  that  ship  is  in  all  respects  ready 
for  sea,  I  am  induced  to  bring  this  matter  under  the  notice  of  their  lord- 
ships, because  it  appears  to  me,  from  the  course  pursued,  and  avowedly 
so  made  known  to  me  by  the  captain  of  the  Tuscarora  in  a  conversation 
which  I  have  had  with  that  officer,  he  will  do  his  utmost  to  render  the 
rule  of  twenty-four  hours'  start,  which  the  Nashville  may  be  inclined  to 
take  advantage  of,  null  and  void,  by  constantly  keeping  up  his  steam,  and 
having  slips  on  his  cable ;  so  that  the  moment  Nashville  moves  Tuscarora 
wiU  precede  her,  and  at  once  claim  priority  of  saUing,  returning  to  this 
port  again  within  the  lapse  of  twenty-four  hours.  It  hence  follows  that 
NashvUle  is  closely  blockaded  in  a  neutral  port,  and  this  is,  without 
doubt,  the  special  object  of  the  Tuscarora's  visit  to  Southampton. 

I  would  also  beg  to  point  out  to  their  lordships  the  possibility  of  the 
Tuscarora  and  Nashville  comiQg  into  collision  in  a  narrow  channel,  and 
at  night,  and  the  probability  of  the  Tuscarora,  supposing  that  the  other 
ship  had  purposely  run  into  her,  opening  fire  on  her,  and  hence  bringing  on 
a  grave  difficulty  in  the  matter.  tTnder  all  the  circumstances  of  this  pecu- 
liar case,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  this  communication  to  their  lord- 
ships that  they  may  take  such  steps  as  may  by  them  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, respectfully  submitting  that  the  commanders  of  the  Tuscarora  and 
Nashville,  respectively,  should  be  called  upon  to  give  me  a  written  notice 
of  the  date  and  hour  they  intend  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  that  having 
received  such  notice  from  either  one,  the  other  should  be  immediately 
notified  of  the  fact,  and  that  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  follow  until  twenty- 
four  hours  had  elapsed. 


[Inolosure  No.  2.] 
The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Captain  Patey. 

Admiralty,  January  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  to-day's  date,  I  am  commanded 
by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  signify  their  direction  to 
you  to  communicate  with  the  commanders  of  the  Tuscarora  and  Nash- 
ville, and  to  inform  them  that,  by  their  lordships'  order,  you  are  to  obtan 
from  them  written  promises  not  to  leave  their  present  position  without 
giving  you  twenty-four  hours'  notice  of  their  intention  to  depart. 

My  lords  have  given  this  direction,  which  is  not  opposed  to  the  rules 
of  international  usage,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  collision 
between  the  vessels  of  the  belligerent  powers ;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
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evident  state  of  preparation  for  immediate  movement  whicli  is  maintained 
on  the  part  of  tlie  Tuscarora. 


I  am,  &c., 


W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America," No.  6,  1862,  p.  25.] 

Ko  37. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond.  . 

Admirajltt,  January  27, 1862 — 2  p.  m. 
Sib:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  EusseU,  that  the  following 
telegram  has  just  been  received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton: 
"Tuscarora  has  notified  intention  to  put  to  sea  to-morrow  at  11  a.  m." 
And  that  my  lords  have  answered  by  telegram — 
"Tuscarora  to  be  allowed  to  proceed;  acquaiat  Nashville." 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,"  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  25.] 

No.  38. 

Mr.  Layard  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Office,  January  28, 1862. 
SiE:  I  have  laid  before  Earl  KusseU  your  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  of 
yesterday's  date,  reporting  the  answer  which  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty  had  sent  by  telegraph  to  a  telegram  from  Oaptaia  Patey, 
announoiag  that  the  Tuscarora  had  notified  her  intention  to  proceed  to 
sea  at  11  a.  m.  this  day. 
I  am,  &c., 

A.  H.  LAYARD. 


[From  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  25.] 

No.  39. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

AJDMiRAiTT,  Jamuwry  28, 1862. 
SiE:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  that  the  inclosed 
telegram  has  been  received  from  the  senior  officer  of  her  Majesty's  ships 
at  Southampton,  respecting  the  departure  of  the  United  States  vessel 
of  war  Tuscarora. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE, 
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[Inolosure.l 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Telegraphic] 

Southampton,  Jcmimry  28, 1862. 

Have  received  letter  from  the  Tuscarora :  "In  consequence  of  weather, 
departure  deferred  until  to-morrow,  or  first  fine  day." 

Eeplied,  "  Could  not  see  anything  in  the  state  of  the  weather  to  pre- 
vent his  pjoceeding  to  sea,"  and  requested  "he  would  lose  no  time  in 
leaving  Southampton  water,  and  proceeding  to  sea." 


[From  Britisi  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  26.] 

ISo.  40. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiealty,  January  29, 1862. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  EusseU,  that  at  8.10  a.  m. 
to-day  the  Tuscarora  weighed,  and  proceeded  down  Southampton  wa- 
ter. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  Q.  EOMAINE. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  28.] 

:So.  42. 

TJie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

ADMiRAiiTT,  January  29, 1862. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  am  commanded  by 
.my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  Earl  EusseU,  a  copy,  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  dated 
the  28th  instant,  and  of  its  inclosures,  relative  to  the  United  States  ves- 
sel of  war  Tuscarora  having  deferred  her  departure  from  Southampton 
water. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAHfTE. 


[Inclosure  No.  1.] 
Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

SotTTHAMPTON,  January  28, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  this  morn- 
rag  from  the  commander  of  the  Tuscarora,  with  copy  of  my  reply  thereto. 
I  have  not  up  to  this  hour,  5.30  p.  m.,  received  any  further  communication 
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from  Commander  Craven,  nor  is  there  the  least  sign  of  the  Tascarora 
proceeding  to  sea,  although  the  weather  continues  moderate. 

I  beg  to  acquaint  their  lordships  that  her  Majesty's  ship  Shannon  ar- 
rived and  anchored  just  inside  Oalshot  at  nine  this  morning. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  PATET. 

[Inclosure  !N"o.  2. — Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  to  Captain  Patey, 
January  28, 1862.]  , 

[Inclosure  K"o.  3. — Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  N., 
January  28, 1862.] 

[For  the  two  inclosures  above  referred  to  see  dispatch  No.  108  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  January  30, 1862,  post] 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  28.] 

ISTo.  43. 

Mr.  Layard  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Foreign  Office,  January  30, 1862. 
SiE :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  EusseU  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
note  from  Mr.  Adams,  &c.,  inclosing  copies  of  Captain  Patey's  corre- 
spondence with  the  commander  of  the  Tuscarora,  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  vessel^  and  commenting  upon  the  terms  of  Captaiu  Patey's 
letter  to  Commander  Craven  of  the  28th  instant.  I  also  transmit  to 
you  a  copy  of  the  note  which  Lord  EusseU  is  about  to  address  to  Mr. 
Adams  in  reply;  and  in  conformity  therewith  I  am  to  request  that  you 
will  move  the  board  of  admiralty  to  enable  Lord  EusseU  to  give  a  pre- 
cise answer  as  to  the  proceedings  to  which  Mr.  Adams  refers. 
I  am,"&c., 

A.  H.  LAYAED. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  108, 
dated  January  30,  1862,  post.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  108.]  .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  30,  1862. 

See  :  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  between  Captain 
Patey,  senior  ofiBLcer  at  Southampton,  and  Commander  Craven,  of  the 
Tuscarora,  which  were  famished  to  me  by  the  latter,  as  a  basis  of 
complaint  against  the  government  here. 

Although  not  altogether  convinced  that  that  complaint  is  well  founded, 
I  thought  there  was  suflcient  ground  for  it  to  justify  a  request  for  an 
explanation.  To  that  end  I  yesterday  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  EusseU, 
a  copy  of  which  is  also  sent.  I  think  it  wUl  turn  out  that  a  simUar 
notice  has  been  given  to  both  vessels,  and  that  the  unexpected  refusal 
of  Captain  Craven  to  depart  was  suspected  to  be  in  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  his  engagement.    Should  a  reply  from  his  lordship  be  received 
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before  the  departure  of  this  dispatch,  a  copy  of  it  will  also  accompany 
it. 

I  do  not  furnish  any  further  accounts  of  the  movements  made  at  the 
various  ports  of  the  biugdom  in  aid  of  the  insurgents,  for  the  reason 
that  the  respective  consuls  are  believed  to  be  so  active  in  forwarding 
the  information  as  to  render  the  labor  on  my  part  superfluous. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAJKLES  FEAIirCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WHiLiAM  H,  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  JEJarl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  TJnitbd  States, 

London,  January  29, 1862. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration 
copies  of  certain  letters,  transmitted  to  me  by  Commander  Craven,  of 
the  United  States  corvette  the  Tuscarora,  now  at  Southampton. 

It  would  appear,  &om  the  tenor  of  this  correspondence,  as  if  a  different 
rule  were  about  to  be  applied  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  the  armed 
ships  of  the  United  States  from  that  which  has  been  extended  to  their 
enemies.  As  I  cannot  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  believe  the 
existence  of  any  such  intention,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  apply  to 
your  lordship  for  such  an  explanation  of  the  terms  of  Captara  Patey's 
note  of  the  28th  instant  as  may  reconcile  the  apparent  inconsistency 
which  it  involves. 

Whilst  I  deem  it  needless  to  assure  your  lordship  of  the  desire  of  my 
government  to  abstain  from  any  and  all  acts  which  would  tend,  in  the 
remotest  degree,  to  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  source  of 
great  regret  if  even  a  shadow  of  ground  should  be  given  to  the  idea  that 
at  least  an  equal  degree  of  comity  is  not  extended  to  them  with  that 
which  has  been  granted  to  persons  committing  the  tuost  hostile  acts 
against  their  authority. 
I  pray,  &c., 

OHAELBS  FEAIifCIS  ADAMS. 
,     Eight  Hon.  EARL  Eussell,  tfec,  <fec.,  t&c. 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.JSf. 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  26, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  directed  to  obtain  from  you, 
as  well  as  from  the  commander  of  the  Nashville,  a  written  promise  that 
you  wUl  not  leave  your  present  position  without  giving  me  twenty-four 
hours'  notice  of  your  intention  to  depart. 
I  am,  &c., 

CHAS.  G.  E.  PATEY. 


THE   NASHVILLE.  585 

Commander  Craven,  U.  8,  JV.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

United  States  Stbajibr  TtTSCAEOBA, 

Southampton,  January  26, 1862. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day. 

I  most  cheerfully  agree  to  the  requirement  of  giving  you  twenty-four 
hours'  notice  of  my  intention  to  depart  fcom  this  anchorage. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG'S  CEAVEN. 


Commander  Graven,  U.  S.  N.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

Fnited  States  Steamek  Tuscaboka, 

Southampton,  January  27,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  intend  to  proceed  to  sea 
to-morrow  (Tuesday)  at  11  a.  m. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  ATJG'S  CEAVEK 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  N. 

Admiealtt  Office, 
Southampton,  January  27, 1862. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  acquainting  me  that  you  intend  to  proceed  to  sea  to- 
morrow (Tuesday)  at  11  a.  m.    A  notification  of  your  intention  so  to 
proceed  has  been  communicated  by  me  to  the  lieutenant  commanding 
the  Nashville. 
I  am,  &c., 

OHAS.  G.  E.  PATEY. 


Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  JV.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

* 

United  States  Steamer  Tuscaeoba, 

Southampton,  January  28, 1862. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  I  shaU  defer  my  departure  untU  to-morrow, 
(Wednesday,)  or  the  first  fair  day. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  ATJG'S  CEAVEK 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  N. 

Admiealtt  Office, 
Southampton,  January  28,  1862 — 11  a.  m. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  advising  me  that,  in  consequence,  as  you  allege,  of  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  you  intend  to  defer  your  departure  until 
to-morrow,  (Wednesday,)  or  the  first  fair  day. 
ITot  seeing  anything  in  the  state,  of  the  weather  to  prevent  your 
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proceeding  to  sea  in  accordance  witli  the  intimation  expressed  in  your 
letter  to  me  of  yesterday,  I  liave  to  request  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
leaving  the  Southampton  waters,  and  proceeding  to  sea  accordingly. 

Having  received  from  you  a  written  notification  of  your  intention  to 

proceed  to  sea  this  day  at  11  a.  m.,  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  convey 

to  you  my  instructions,  which  were  "  to  desire  that  you  would  leave  the 

Southampton  waters  and  proceed  to  Sea  to-day  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon." 

I  am,  &c., 

OHAS.  G.  E.  PATEY, 
Captain,  Superintendent,  Senior  Officer. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEi&N  Office,  January  30, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
inclostag  certaia  correspondence  transmitted  to  you  by  Commander 
Craven,  of  the  TJnited  States  corvette  the  Tuscarora. 

I  can  assure  you  it  has  been  the  earnest  desire  of  her  Majesty's 
government  to  apply  the  same  equal  ];ule  to  the  armed  ships  of  the 
United  States  and  to  those  of  their  enemies. 

It  has  been  difficult  to  apply  to  the  Tuscarora,  however,  rules  which 
would  put  her  exactly  on  an  equality  with  the  S^ashville,  for  reasons 
which  can  only  be  explained  by  a  detail  of  the  facts. 

For  this  purpose,  the  best  course  will  be  that  I  should  refer  your 
letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  precise  answer 
as  to  the  proceedings  to  which  you  refer. 

In  the  mean  time,' I  have  to  inform  you  that  stringent  rules,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  any  infringement  of  her  Majesty's  neutrality 
during  the  present  unhappy  contest,  are  about  to  be  promulgated. 
I  am,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Prawois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  February  1, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  a  summary  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  admiralty  in  regard  to  the  Tuscarora  and  NashviUe  in 
Southampton  waters. 

I  think  you  wiU  see  from  this  summary  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the 
Tuscarora,  as  an  attempt  to  carry  on  hostilities  in  the  waters  of  a 
neutral. 

I  have  the  honor,  also,  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  London  Gazette,* 
containing  the  rules  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  previous  letter. 
lam,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c§e.,  <fcc.,  <S;c. 

*  Printed  under  Port  Regulations,  with  No.  156  from  Britisli  Blue  Book,  "  North  Amer- 
ica," No.  1, 1862,  Vol.  1,  p.  349. 
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Statement  of  facts  with  regard  to  the  Tuscarora,  United  States  vessel  oj  war, 
and  the  Nashville,  a  vessel  helotiging  to  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 

November  21,  1861.  FasliTllle  arrived  at  Southampton,  and  taken 
into  dock  for  calking  and  other  repairs. 

December  15.  Tuscarora  arrived,  and  anchored  off  entrance  to  river 
Itchen. 

December  23.  Captain  Patey  reported  no  repairs  had  been  made  in 
Nashville  beyond  what  were  absolutely  necessary,  and  that  she  had  not 
been  in  any  way  equipped  more  completely  as  a  man-of-war. 

January  10, 1862.  Captain  Patey  reported  that  dock  master  at  South- 
ampton had,  on  previous  night,  found  two  officers  (one  with  side-arms) 
and  three  men  belonging  to  Tuscarora  under  Grading  dock  fence  on 
pier  between  docks;  they  stated  that  they  were  stationed  there  by  their 
captain's  orders  to  wateh  KashviUe,  and  to  make  a  signal  to  their  own 
ship  should  Kashville  attempt  to  get  under  way.  Dockmaster  removed 
these  persons. 

January  10.  Captain  Patey  also  reported  that  Tuscarora  had  received 
one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal,  and  had  kept  her  steam  up  since  her 
arrival,  with  a  spring  on  her  cable,  apparently  ready  for  sea. 

January  li.  Captain  WiUcox,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Dauntless,  sta- 
tioned in  Southampton  water,  informed  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  ITash- 
viUe  that  he  had  observed  preparations  for  their  departure,  and  had 
instructions  to  prevent  any  hostilities  .in  British  waters,  and  brought  to 
their  notice  that  the  law.  of  nations  requires  that  twenty-four  hours 
should  elapse  before  the  departure  of  one  belligerent  ship  from  a  neutral 
port  ia  pursuit  of  another;  Captain  Patey,  as  senior  officer  at  Southamp- 
ton, also  informed  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  IsTashviUe  that  he  had 
received  orders  to  detain  one  vessel  untU  the  other  had  twenty-four  hours' 
start.  Captains  of  two  vessels  answered  they  would  conform  to  law; 
and  Captain  Craven  (of  Tuscarora)  claimed  right  of  free  access  to,  and 
egress  from,  "waters  of  a  nation  believed  to  be  in  amity  with  United 
States,"  trasting  that  strict  impartiality  would  be  observed  between  the 
two  vessels.  In  reply.  Captain  Patey  referred  to  fact  of  Captain  Craven 
having  sent  officers  and  men  into  docks  to  watch  I'Tashvitle,  and  also 
pointed  out  that  a  boat,  apparently  armed,  from  the  Tuscarora,  had  been 
observed  pulling  in  and  out  of  the  docks,  without  landing,  during  the 
night.    Captain  Craven  gave  assurance  that  this  would  not  be  repeated. 

January  13.  Tuscarora  left  anchorage  at  4  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to 
anchor  one  mile  west  of  Calshot  light-ship.  Eeturned  at  4  p.  m.  to 
former  anchorage  at  entrance  of  Itcheri  Eiver. 

January  15.  Tuscarora  at  2  p.  m.  weighed,  and  passed  Calshot. 

January  16.  At  2  p.  m.  returned  to  original  anchorage. 

January  20.  At  8  p.  m.  proceeded  down  Southampton  water,  and 
anchored  outside  Calshot  castle. 

January  22.  At  10  a.  m.  returned  to  anchorage  at  mouth  of  Itchen 
Eiver. 

January  25.  Captain  Patey  reported  Kashville  coaled,  and  necessary 
repairs  completed,  and  Tuscarora  ready  for  sea;  also,  that,  in  conver- 
sation with  him.  Captain  Craven,  of  Tuscarora,  had  avowed  that  he 
would  do  his  utmost  to  render  rule  as  to  twenty -four  hours'  start  nuU 
and  void,  by  constantly  keeping  up  steam,  and  having  slips  on  her  cable, 
so  that  the  moment  Nashville  might  move  Tuscarora  would  precede  her, 
and  claim  priority  of  sailing,  returning  again  withia  twenty-four  hours, 
and  so  actually  blockading  NashviUe  in  a  neutral  port. 
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January  26.  Under  instructions,  Captain  Patey  obtaineji  written  prom- 
ises from  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  N'asliville  not  to  leave  their 
then  positions  without  giving  twenty-four  hours'  notice. 

January  27.  In  order  to  prevent  any  hostile  proceedings  between  the 
two  vessels  in  British  waters,  a  messenger  was  dispatched  in  the  morning 
to  Southampton  with  instructions  to  Captain  Patey  to  require  Nashville 
to  depart  by  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  January,  and 
Tuscarora  on  following  day  at  same  hour :  but  at  1  p.  m.,  and  before  receiv- 
ing these  last-mentioned  instructions.  Captain  Patey  telegraphed  that 
captain  of  Tuscarora  had  notified  to  him  that  that  ship  would,  put  to  sea 
on  the  following  day,  namely,  on  the  28th  January,  at  11  a.  m.  To  this 
telegram  an  answer  was  at  once  sent  that  Tuscarora  was  accordingly 
to  be  allowed  to  proceed  first ;  and,  under  the  circumstances,  Captain 
Patey  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  the  captain  of  Tuscarora 
of  the  orders  he  (Captain  Patey)  received  subsequently,  (on  the  afternoon 
of  the  27th,)  requiring  the  ship  to  quit  Southampton. 

January  28.  Captain  of  Tuscarora  reported  by  letter  to  Captain  Patey 
that  he  should  defer  departure,  in  consequence  of  inclemency  of  weather, 
until  29th,  or  first  fine  day.  Captain  Patey,  in  answer,  told  Captain 
Craven  that  he  saw  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  weather  to  prevent  Tus- 
carora proceeding,  and  requested  she  would  lose  no  time  in  doing  so, 
observing  that,  having  received  from  Captain  Craven  a  written  notifica- 
tion of  his  intention  to  proceed  on  the  27th,  at  11  a.  m.,  he  (Captain 
Patey)  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  convey  to  Captain  Craven  the 
instructions  he  had  received  for  Tuscarora  to  leave  Southampton  at  noon 
on  the  28th. 

January  28.  Captain  Patey  directed  by  telegraph  not  to  take  any  steps, 
at  present,  to  compel  Tuscarora's  departure. 

January  29.  At  8.10  a.  m.  Tuscarora  proceeded  down  Southampton 
water. 

January  30.  Captain  Patey,  by  telegraph,  reports  Tuscarora  at  2  p.  m. 
remains  in  Yarmouth  Eoads,  and  he  asks  for  instructions  as  to  Nashville's 
departure.  Informed,  in  reply,  that  the  time  of  Nashville's  departure 
will  date  from  hour  Tuscarora  shall  really  go  to  sea,  in  accordance  with 
notice. 

Admibaltt,  January  30, 1862. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  13.]  United  States  Consitlate, 

Liverpool,  February  4, 1862. 
SlU:  ******** 

The  Nashville  left  Southampton  last  evening  and  has  gone  to  sea. 
The  Tuscarora,  with  steam  up,  is  detained  for  twenty-four  hours  by  the 
British  steamship  Shannon,  which  lies  alongside,  with  guns  loaded  and 
port-holes  opened. 

*#******# 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H,  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

No.  179.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  February  5, 1862. 

Seb  :  Tour  dispatch  of  January  17,  No.  103,  fell  upon  the  department 
as  merely  a  small  part  of  tlie  largest  foreign  mail  ever  received  here,  and 
only  after  such  delays  as  left  insufflcient  time  to  dispose  of  the  same 
before  the  departure  of  the  outgoing  steamer. 

I  approve  entirely  of  your  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  Nashville,  while 
I  hail  the  solicitude  of  the  British  government  for  the  preservation  of 
peace  in  the  British  waters  as  a  favorable  indication.  I  have  given  to 
the  Navy  Department  the  information  received  from  you  concerning  the 
probable  attempt  to  transfer  the  Nashville  to  British  owners. 

"ff  "Tr  TT  TT  -ff  "fr  TT  r/p  "Ir 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fkawcis  ADAMS,  Esq.,  cfcc,  (6c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  112.]         »  Legation  of  the  United -States, 

London,  February  7, 1862. 

SiE :  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  inform  you  that  the  Nashville  has  es- 
caped. As  early  as  the  2d  instant  Captain  Craven  wrote  to  me  from 
Portland  of  his  intention  to  abandon  the  pursuit,  and  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Sumter,  at  Gibraltar. 

********* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

-So.  6.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Bermuda,  February  20, 1862, 
a-TTj  .*##***»# 

I  herewith  inclose  paper  No.  1,  copy  of  a  communication  received  this 
day  from  Governor  Ord,  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a  coal  d^pot  here. 

*  *  *  *.*  *  *  *  * 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  M.  ALLEN,  Oonsul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Governor  Ord  to  Mr.  Allen. 

MOXJNT  LANftTON, 
Bermuda,  February  19, 1862. 
Sir:  It  having  been  intimated  to  me  tliat  vessels  laden  with  coals  and 
consigned  to  you  have  recently  arrived  in  the  port  of  St.  George's,  for 
the  purpose  of  formiag  there  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  the  war  steamers 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  it  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  her  Britannic  Majesty  has  determined  not  to  allow  the  forma- 
tion in  any  British  colony  of  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  their  vessels  of 
war,  either  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

H.  ST.  GEOEGE  OED, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief. 
C.  M.  Allen,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  6.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Bermuda,  February  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamer  Nash^flUe  arrived  at 
these  islands  this  p.  m.,  reported  seventeen  days  from  Southampton, 
England,  short  of  coal     I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  prevent  her  getting  coal. 

I  am  informed  her  armament  is  the  same  as  when  here  last  faU,  but 
the  vessel  has  changed  some  in  appearance,  having  had  her  masts  short- 
ened, and  some  alterations  about  her  head.    She  has  but  little  cargo,  if 

Q-r»T7"  #  4f  ^  4f  ,*  *  *  4p 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLE]<r,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  7.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Bermuda,  February  22, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  the  steamer  lif ashvUle  is  still  here, 
and  is  obtaioiag  a  supply  of  coals  from  the  British  ship  Mohawk.    They 
report  having  seen  no  vessel  on  the  passage  hither  from  England.    I 
xmderstand  it  is  their  intention  to  go  from  here  immediately  home. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 


N"o.  8.]  OONStTLATB  OF  THE  IJNITED  STATES, 

Bermuda,  February  25, 1862. 
Sm :  I  beg  to  mform  you  that  the  steamer  JSTashville  left  hereVester- 
day,  after  taking  on  board  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal,  and  aU  of 
the  crew  and  master  of  the  schooner  Pearl,  recently  arrived  here  from 
Fewbern,  IsTorth  Carolina.  She  left  these  islands  under  escort  of  her 
Majesty's  steamer  Spiteful,  and,  from  all  the  information  I  can  gather,  I 
think  she  will  go  direct  to  Charleston,  or  vicinity. 

I  am  reliably  informed  that  a  large  portion  of  her  crew  were  confined 
below  deck  while  in  port  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 


CM.  ALLEN,  Consul. 


Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  195.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington^  February  26,- 1862, 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  February  7,  So.  112,  has  been  received. 

Captain  Craven  has  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  l^avy  very  full 
reports  of  his  proceedings  at  Southampton,  and  the  reasons  upon  which 
they  were  conducted.  Until  something  further  shall  be  known  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  urgent  reasons  for  my  dwelling  upon  the  subject  in 
this  correspondence.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  pirates  will  find  no  suffi- 
cient encouragement  to  induce  them  to  continue  their  operaT}ions  in  Euro- 
pean waters.  The  desperate  condition  of  the  insurrection  in  the  ports 
and  on  the  coasts  of  our  own  country  wiU  probably  operate  against 
extensive  operations  on  their  part  abroad. 

*  *  *  *  #'*  «  «  « 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  &c.,  &o.  , 


[From  British  Blue  Boot,  "Nortli  America,"  No.  1, 1863,  p.  41.] 
So.  46. 
FaH  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 
[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  November  28, 1862. 

Although  the  matter  to  which  I  now  refer  is  not  of  recent  date,  I  think 
it  as  weU  that  a  formal  record  should  exist  of  the  language  held  by  Vis- 
count Palmer ston  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  a  conversation  which  took  place  in 
the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  when  the  United  States  steamer  Tus- 
carora  and  the  confederate  steamer  IS'ashville  were  in  British  waters. 

iord  Palmerston  stated  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  occasion  in  question,. 
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that  her  Majesty's  government  could  not  permit  any  interference  -witb 
any  vessel,  British  or  foreign,  within  British  waters ;  that  with  regard 
to  vessels  meti  with  at  sea,  her  Majesty's  government  did  not  mean  to 
dispute  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  United  States  ships  of  war  to  search 
themj  but  that  the  exercise  of  that  right,  and  of  the  right  of  detention  in 
certam  conditions,  must  in  each  case  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case ;  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  discuss 
such  matters  then,  because  they  were  not  in  point ;  but  that  it  would 
not  do  for  the  United  States  ships  of  war  to  harass  British  commerce 
on  the  high  seas,  under  pretense  of  preventing  the  confederates  from 
receiving  things  that  are  contraband  of  war. 

I  took  an  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  Mr.  Adams  the  account  which 
Lord  Palmerston  had  given  me  of  the  language  which  he  had  thus  held, 
and  Mr.  Adams  agreed  in  its  accuracy. 


THE  FLOEIDA.        .     . 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  13.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  4, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  two  dispatches  I  called  attention  to  the  iron  screw 
steam  gunboat  Oreto,  or  Oretis,  being  built  at  Liverpool  and  fitted 
put  by  Pawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  She  is  now  taking  in  her  coal,  and 
appearances  indicate  that  she  will  leave  here  the  latter  part  of  this  week 
without  her  armament.  The  probabilities  are  she  will  run  into  some 
small  port  and  take  it  and  a'mmunition  on  board.  This  of  itself  is  some- 
what suspicious.  They  pretend  she  is  built  for  the  Italian  government, 
but  the  Italian  consul  here  informs  us  that  he  knows  nothing  about  it, 
has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any  vessels  being  bmlt  for  his  govern- 
ment. There  is  much  secrecy  observed  about  her  and  I  have  been  unable 
to  get  anything  definite,  but  my  impressions  are  strong  that  she  is 
intended  for  the  southern  confederacy.  I  have  communicated  my  im- 
pressions and  all  the  facts  to  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London.  She 
has  one  funnel,  three  masts,  bark-rigged,  eight  port-holes  for  guns  on 
each  side,  and  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  18.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  19, 1862. 
Sir  :  *  *  *  *  *  # 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  but  what  she  (the  Florida)  is  in- 
tended for  the  so-called  southern  confederacy.    Information  from  many 
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different  sources  all  confirm  it,  and  some  of  the  southern  agents  have 
admitted  it.  On  Friday  night  last,  her  gun  carriages  in  pieces  and  some 
in  a  rough  state  were  taken  on  board  and  put  down  in  the  hold.  It  is 
understood  that  her  guns  are  at  the  foundery  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co. 
It  is  probable  they  may  be  taken  on  in  boxes  and  mounted  after  they 
get  out  to  sea,  but  I  have  nothing  to  warrant  this  supposition,  except 
the  fact  of  the  gun  carriages  being  taken  on  board  in  the  night  time  and 
iu  the  manner  they  were.  She  wiU  be  quite  equal  in  strength  and  ar- 
mament to  the  Tuscarora  when  completed.  She  made  a  trial  trip  of 
twenty  miles  yesterday.  I  have  made  this  vessel  the  subject  of  two 
dispatches  to  Minister  Adams,  and  communicated  to  him  all  the  parti- 
culars. 

******* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  IStates  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  123.]  Legation  of  the  TJnited  States, 

London,  February  27,  1862.  , 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  information  furnished  to  me  by  the  consul  of 
the  TJnited  States  at  Liverpool  of  certain  suspicious  movements  at  that 
port,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  a  representation  to  Lord  Eussell  of 
the  facts  attending  the  outfit  of  the  steam  gunboat  Oreto,  and  to  ask 
an  investigation.  Copies  of  the  notes  that  have  passed  on  this  subject 
are  herewith  transmitted. 

Presuming  that  you  are  in  constant  receipt  of  intelligence  from  the 
consuls  in  the  various  ports  of  the  preparation  of  vessels  with  supplies 
of  all  sorts  intended  to  run  the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports,  I  do  not 
attempt  to  furnish  the  information  which  L  obtain.  The  temptation  of 
rising  prices  wUl,  of  course,  stimulate  these  ventures  just  so  long  as 
there  shall  be  any  reasonable  chance  of  escaping  the  vLgUance  of  our 
cruisers. 

There  seems  to  be  less  and  less  disposition  to  press  complaints  about 
the  blockade.  The  remarks  attributed  to  M.  Billault,  in  the  senate  of 
France,  leave  little  further  hope  of  co-operation  against  it  from  that 
quarter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WrLLLAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  18,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  consul  of  the  United 
38  A  C— VOL.  n 
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States  at  Liverpool,  going  to  show  the  preparation  at  that  port  of  an 
armed  steamer  evidently  intended  for  hostile  operations  on  the  ocean. 
From  the  evidence  famished  in  the  names  of  the  persons  stated  to  be 
concerned  in  her  construction  and  outfit,  I  entertain  little  doubt  that 
the  intention  is  precisely  that  indicated  in  the  letter  of  the  consul — the 
carrying  on  war  against  the  United  States.  The  parties  are  the  same 
which  dispatched  the  Bermuda  l^den  with  contraband  of  war  at  the 
time,  in  August  last,  when  I  had  the  honor  of  calling  your  lordship's 
attention  to  her  position,  which  vessel  then  succeeded  in  running  the 
blockade,  and  which  now  appears  to  be  about  again  to  depart  on  a  like 
errand. 

Should  further  evidence  to  sustain  the  allegations  respecting  the  Oreto 
be  held  necessary  to  effect  the  object  of  securing  the  interposition  of  her 
Majesty's  government,!  will  make  an  effort  to  procure  it  in  a  more  formal 
manner. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAK^CIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussbll,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.! 

IJnited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  February  17, 1862, 
SiE :  The  gunboat  Oreto  is  still  at  this  port.  She  is  making  a  trial 
trip  in  the  river  to-day.  No  armament  as  yet  on  board.  She  has  put 
up  a  second  smoke  stack  since  I  wrote  to  you ;  she  therefore  has  two 
funnels,  three  masts,  and  is  bark-rigged.  I  am  now  informed  that  she  is 
to  carry  eight-rifled  cannon  and  two  long  swivel  guns  on  pivots  so 
arranged  as  to  rake  both  fore  and  aft.  No  pains  or  expense  has  been 
spared  in  her  construction,  and  when  fully  armed  she  will  be  a  formi- 
dable and  dangerous  craft ;  in  streng^th  and  armament  quite  equal  to 
the  Tuscarora;  so  I  should  judge  from  what  I  learn.  Mr.  Miller,  who 
built  the  hull  says  he  was  employed  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  and 
that  they  own  the  vessel.  I  have  obtained  information  from  many  dif- 
ferent sources,  all  of  which  goes  to  show  that  she  is  intended  for  the 
southern  confederacy.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  the  case.  She  is 
ready  to  take  her  arms  on  board.  I  cannot  learn  whether  they  are  to 
be  shipped  here  or  at  some  other  port.  Of  course  she  is  intended  as  a 
privateer.  When  she  sails  it  will  be  to  burn  and  destroy  whatever  she 
meets  with  bearing  the  American  flag.  *  *  *  » 

1  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 
Chakles  Francis  Adams,  Esq., 

United  States  Minister  at  London. 

K  B.  The  gun-carriages  for  the  Oreto  I  have  just  learned  were  taken 
on  board  on  Friday  night  last,  in  a  rough  state  and  taken  down  in  the 
hold.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  have  made  advances  to  Fawcett,  Preston 
&  Co.,  and  Miller  the  builder. 
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Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Foreign  Office,  February  19, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  calling  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  a 
steamer  now  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  which  you  state  it  is  believed  is 
about  to  be  dispatched  with  a  view  of  making  war  against  the  people 
of  the  United  States ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  with  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's 
government  on  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

EUSSBLL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoREiGfN  Office,  February  26, 1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  on  the  subject 
of  the  steam_er  Oreto,  which  was  believed  from  reports  you  had  received 
to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  with  a  view  to  acting  hostilely  against  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  here- 
with a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  reporting  the  result  of  the 
investigations  which  they  have  caused  to  be  instituted  with  regard  to 
the  vessel  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  &c.,  &g.,  &c. 


Report  of  British  Commissioners  of  Customs. 

CuSTOM-HousE,  February  22, 1862. 

Tour  lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  transmitting,  by  desire  of  Earl  Eussell,  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Adams,  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  communication  from  the  United 
States  consul  at  Liverpool,  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  a  steam  vessel 
called  the  Oreto,  reported  to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  as  a  southern 
privateer,  and  requesting  that  immediate  inquiries  may  be  made  respect- 
ing this  vessel,  we  report : 

That  on  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  reference  we  forthwith  in- 
structed our  collector  at  Liverpool  to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
vessel  Oreto,  and  it  appears  from  his  report  that  she  has  been  built  by 
Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons  for  Messrs.  Pawcett,  Pre'ston  &  Co.,  engineers,  of 
Liverpool,  and  is  intended  for  the"  use  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Brothers,  of 
Palermo,  one  of  that  firm  having  frequently  visited  the  vessel  during 
the  process  of  building. 

The  Oreto  is  pierced  for  four  guns,  [61]  but  she  has  yet  taken  nothing 
on  board  but  coals  and  ballast.  She  is  not  at  present  fitted  for  the 
'  reception  of  guns,  nor  are  the  builders  aware  that  she  is  to  be  supplied 
with  guns  while  she  remains  in  this  country.  The  expense  of  her  con- 
struction has  been  paid  and  she  has  been  handed  over  to  Messrs.  Fawcett 
&  Preston.    Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons  state  their  belief  that  her  destination 
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is  Palermo,  as  they  Jb.ave  been  requested  to  recommend  a  master  to  take 
her  to  that  port,  and  our  collector  ab  Liverpool  states  that  he  has  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  vessel  is  for  the  Italian  government. 

We  beg  further  to  add  that  special  directions  have  been  given  to  the 
ofi&cers  at  Liverpool  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  vessel,  and  that  we 
will  not  fail  to  report  forthwith  any  circumstances  which  may  occur 
worthy  of  your  lordship's  cognizance. 

THOS.  F.  FEEEMAI^TTLE. 
GEENVILLE  C.  L.  BEEKELEY. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  ofher  Majesty's  Treasury. 


Mr  Diidley  to  Mr  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  25.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  1, 1862. 
Sir  :  Day  before  yesterday  I  wrote  the  department  that  I  had  obtained 
evidence  that  the  gunboat  Oreto  was  intended  as  a  privateer,  and  that 
she  was  taking  on  her  provisions,  &c.  Since  then  she  has  been  quite 
busy  in  taking  on  provisions.  She  has  a  very  large  quantity,  enough 
for  a  long  cruise.  They  are  getting  as  many  southern  sailors  as  they 
can.  They  want  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  if  they  can  procure  them. 
The  pilot  has  been  told  they  would  leave  to-day ;  they  are  only  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  West  India  boat  at  Southampton.  The  captain 
who  is  to  command  her  is  to  come  by  this  boat.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Duguyd,  a  Scotchman,  is  to  take  her  out  of  this  port  as  an  English 
vessel.  Her  transfer  will  be  made  outside.  The  pilot  thinks  she  will 
not  come  back  to  Liverpool  after  her  trial  trip.  He  is  given  to  under- 
stand that  she  will  go  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  then  to  Holyhead,  and  some 
other  ports,  in  one  of  which  her  guns  wiU  be  placed  on  board,  and  then 
she  will  enter  at  once  on  her  cruise  and  sail  to  the  Mediterranean.  I 
have  made  arrangements  by  which  I  think  intelligence  of  her  move- 
ments will  be  communicated  to  me.  Yesterday  I  addressed  letters  to 
the  consuls  on  the  Mediterranean,  and  seaports  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
some  others,  advising  them  of  this  vessel,  and  requesting  them  to  re- 
port her  if  she  should  visit  the  port.  The  programme,  as  laid  down  to  the 
pilot,  may  not  be  carried  out,  but  it  looks  very  probable,  when  taken  in 
connection  with  the  large  supplies  of  provisions  she  has  received  on 
board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul, 
Hon.  WtLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  27.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  5, 1862. 
Sir:  *•***# 

Owing,  as  it  is  alleged,  to  the  authorities  here,  the  Oreto  has  been 
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compelled  to  register  as  an  English,  vessel,  and  be  regularly  entered, 
&c.  She  entered  on  Saturday  last  for  Palermo  (in  Sicily)  and  Jamaica 
(in  the  West  Indies,)  W.  C.  Miller  as  owner,  and  Duguid  as  commander. 
Her  guns  are  not  on  board.  She  shipped  her  crew  on  Monday  last.  In- 
closed find  a  copy  of  an  agreement  given  by  the  captain  to  one  of  the 
men.  By  it  you  will  see  that,  while  Miller  is  the  owner,  Fawcet,  Pres- 
ton &  Co.  pay  the  men.  I  have  this  document  temporarily  in  my  pos- 
session. The  transfer  of  the  vessel  to  the  southern  confederacy  will  not 
be  made  here,  but  at  some  place  outside ;  it  may  be  at  Palermo  or  Ber- 
muda, but  most  likely  at  some  place  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  the  pilot 
and  all  the  men  are  now  given  to  understand  that  they  are  first  to  go 
there.  The  foreman  in  Fawcet,  Preston  &  Co.  told  a  young  man  for- 
merly in  the  employ  of  that  company  that  the  guns  for  the  Oreto  were  to 
be  shipped  to  Palermo  and  put  on  board  at  that  place ;  while  another 
person  in  their  foundery  told  one  of  my  men  that  the  guns  had  been  sent 
on  the  steamer  Bermuda,  and  were  to  be  landed  at  Bermuda,  and  that 
the  Oreto  was  to  caU  tliere  for  them.  Which  of  these,  or  whether  either 
of  them  is  true,  I  cannot  teU,  but  what  gives  some  strength  to  the  lat- 
ter statement  is,  the  fact  that  on  Saturday  morning  last,  while  the  Ber- 
muda was  in  the  river,  and  just  before  she  sailed,  several  large  cannon 
were  placed  on  boad  of  her.  Both  of  these  persons  in  the  employ  of 
Fawcet,  Preston  &  Co.  stated  that  she  was  intended  for  the  confeder- 
ates. "  The  report  is  that  she  is  to  stop  at  Holyhead.  I  have  sent  a 
man  there  to  watch  her,  and  made  arrangements  with  one  of  the  crew 
to  give  information  from  time  to  time ;  made  her  the  subject  of  a  num- 
ber of  communicafions  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  on  Friday  addressed  a  circu- 
lar to  all  our  consuls  in  the  Mediterranean,  requesting  them  to  look  af- 
ter and  report  to  the  department  in  case  she  sbould  visit  the  port.    * 

*  *  *  *      **        Tiie  provisions  of  the  Oreto 

are  of  the  very  best  kind,  and  very  ample,  (the  pilot  says  enough  to  last 
for  a  year,)  with  abundance  of  wines  and  liquors  for  the  oflcers.  She 
sailed  from  here  last  evening,  the  bill  of  entry  says,  for  Palermo,  and 
Jamaica,  in  baUast.    Her  crew  shipped  consists  of  fifty-two  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  WiLLTAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


£5.00.]    Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  3d  day  of  March,  1862. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Oreto  sails  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  the 
undersigned  do  here  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  five  pounds — shillings — ^pence  to  Thomas  Gill,  on  this  agree- 
ment, the  sum  of  five  pounds — shillings  — pence,  provided  the  said 
Thomas  Gill  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  port  of  Liverpool. 

J.  L.  DUGUID. 

Payable  at  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  York  Buildings. 
Indorsed  on  the  back :  "  Eeceived  the  value  of  the  note.    Thomas 
Gill,  cook.    3d  March,  1862." 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.! 

No.  128.]  Leg-ation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  7,  1862. 
Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Having  received  notice"  of  the  departure  of  the  Oreto  for  Palermo,  I 
immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Marsh,  at  Turin,  to  apprise  him  of  her  desti- 
nation, and  likewise  to  Mr.  Sprague,  the  active  consul  at  GTibraltar,  in 
order  that  he  might  establish  his  communications  with  the  various  offi- 
cers in  the  Mediterranean  as  to  her  ulterior  movements.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  today  from  him  of  the  arrival  at  Cadiz  of  the  Kearsarge. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAlJrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  135.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  depart- 
ment of  dispatches  numbered  from  199  to  208,  inclusive. 

It  will  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  by  the  reception  of  my  dispatch 
No.  131,  of  the  J  3th  of  March,  that  I  had  already  acted  in  conformity 
with  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  No.  207,  dated  on  the  11th,  by 
addressing  a  note  to  Earl  Russell  in  remonstrance  against  the  notorious 
activity  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  efforts  to  set  at  naught  the 
blockade.  To  that  communication  I  have  not  yet  received  a  reply.  The 
reception  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  contain- 
ing additional  information  to  the  same  effect,  supplied  me  with  a  new 
occasion  to  write  to  his  lordship  in  the  spirit  of  your  dispatch  No.  196, 
of  the  27th  Of  February.  A  copy  of  this  latest  note,  dated  the  26th 
instant,  is  herewith  transmitted.  After  a  full  conversation  with  Mr. 
Morse,  we  both  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  in  our  pos- 
session would  not  sustain  so  broad  a  position  as  that  contemplated  in 
your  letter.  For  whatever  may  have"  been  the  purposes  of  the  confed- 
erate emissaries  and  their  friends,  pending  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  Trent  case,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  they  went  to  the  full 
extent  indicated,  I  fancy  they  have  shrunk  within  much  smaller  com- 
pass since  that  speck  of  war  has  disappeared.  The  activity  is  now 
mainly  directed  to  the  expediting  of  every  species  of  supply  througlji 
the  means  of  steam  vessels  which  may  themselves  be  turned  to  some 
account  in  the  way  of  illicit  trade  or  of  piratical  warfare.  Of  these 
last  the  Oreto  seems  to  be  the  only  one  likely  to  prove  formidable.  I 
thought  it  therefore  a  good  opportunity  to  place  upon  his  lordship  the 
responsibility  of  the  consequences  of  permitting  himself  to  be  deluded 
by  what  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  willful  blindness- and  credulous  par- 
tiality of  the  British  authorities  at  Liverpool.  From  the  experience  of 
the  past,  I  have  little  or  no  confidence  in  the  success  of  any  application 
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thf^t  may  -be  made  of  tlie  kind.  It  is  not  the  less  important,  for  all  that, 
to  perpetuate  the  testimony  for  future  use.  That  Great  Britain  did,  in 
the  most  terrible  moment  of  our  domestic  trial  in  struggling  with  a 
monstrous  social  evil  she  had  earnestly  professed  to  abhor,  coldly  and  at 
once  assume  our  inability  to  master  it,  and  then  become  the  only  for- 
eign nation  steadily  contributing  in  every  indirect  way  possible  to  verify 
its  prejudgment,  will  probably  be  the  verdict  made  up  against  her  by 
posterity  on  a  calm  comparison  of  the  evidence.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  siich  has  been  the  course  of  the  whole  people.  A  considerable 
portion  of  them  in  all  classes  have  been  actuated  by  nobler  views. 
There  is  throughout  England  a  great  deal  of  warm  though  passive  sym- 
pathy with  America.  But  there  is  likewise  an  extraordinary  amount  of 
fear,  as  well  as  jealousy ;  and  it  is  these  last  passions  which  have  pei;- 
vaded  the  mass  of  the  governing  classes  until  they  have  inscribed  for  the 
whole  nation  a  moral  and  political  record  which  no  subsequent  action 

win  ever  avail  to  obliterate. 

*  '  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  SEwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  l^os.  196, 131,  and  207  above  referred  to  see  Vol.  I,  pp. 
344,  525,  and  270  respectively.] " 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract  ] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  25, 1862. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  IJnited  States  at  Liverpool, 
touching  the  case  of  the  steam  gunboat  Oreto,  which  I  have  already 
"made  the  subject  of  a  communication  some  time  ago.  It  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  am  driven  to  the  conviction  that  the  representations 
made  to  your  lordship  of  the  purposes  and  destination  of  that  vessel  were 
delusive,  and  that  though  at  first  it  may  have  been  intended  for  service 
in  Sicily,  yet  that  such,  an  intention  has  been  long  since  abandoned  in 
fact,  and  the  pretense  has  been  held  up  only  the  better  to  conceal  the 
true  object  of  the  parties  engaged.  That  object  is  to  make  war  on  the 
United  States.  All  the  persons  thus  far  known  to  be  most  connected 
with  the  undertaking  are  either  directly  employed  by  the  insurgents  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  or  residents  of  Great  Britain  notoriously  in 
sympathy  with  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  them  on  this  side  of  the 
water. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  President  directs  me  to  submit 
to  her  Majesty's  government  a  representation  of  the  unfortunate  effect 
produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  from  the 
conviction  that  nearly  all  of  the  assistance  that  is  now  obtained  from 
abroad  by  the  persons  still  in  arms  against  their  government,  and  which 
enables  them  to  continue  the  struggle,  comes  from  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  its  dependencies.  Neither  is  this  impression  relieved  by 
the  information  that  the  existing  municipal  laws  are  found  to  be  insuf- 
ficient, and  do  not  furnish  means  of  prevention  adequate  to  the  emer- 
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gency.  The  duty  of  nations  in  amity  with  each  other  would  seem  to  be 
plain,  not  to  suffer  their  good  faith  to  be  yiolated  by  ill-disposed  persons 
within  their  borders  merely  from  the  inefS-cacy  of  their  prohibitory 
policy.  Such  is  the  view  which  my  government  has  been  disposed  to 
take  of  its  own  obligations  in  similar  cases,  and  such,  it  doubts  not,  is 
that  of  all  foreign  nations  with  which  it  is  at  peace.  It  is  for  that 
reason  I  deprecate  the  inference  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  issue  of 
the  investigation  which  your  lordship  caused  to  be  made  in  the  case  of 
the  Oreto,  should  that  vessel  be  ultimately  found  issuing  safely  from 
this  kingdom  and  preying  on  the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Not  doubting  myself  the  sincerity  and  earnest  desire  of  your 
lordship  to  do  all  that  is  within  your  power  to  fulfill  every  requirement  of 
international  amity,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  all  the  favorable  effects  of  it 
may  be  neutralized  by  the  later  evidence  of  adverse  results.  It  is  no 
part  of  my  intention  to  imply  the  want  of  fidelity  or  of  good-wiU  in  any 
quarter.  I  desire  to  coniine  myself  closely  within  the  pale  of  my  duty, 
a  representation  of  the  precise  causes  of  uneasiness  between  the  two 
countries,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  remove  them.  Firmly  convinced 
that  the  actual  position  of  things  in  connection  with  the  hostile  equip- 
ment in  British  waters  by  no  means  does  justice  to  the  true  disposition 
of  her  Majesty's  government,  I  am  anxious  to  place  the  matter  before 
your  lordship  in  such  a  light  as  to  obtain  the  evidence  more  perfectly 
to  establish  the  truth. 

I  am  further  instructed  to  say  that,  well  aware  of  the  embarrassment 
and  losses  sustained  by  the  nations  with  which  the  United  States  are  in 
amity,  through  the  operation  of  the  restrictive  measures  to  which  the 
government  has  felt  itself  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  its  efforts  to  sup- 
press the  insurrection  within  its  borders,  it  has  ever  been  its  desire  to 
hasten  the  moment  when  it  might  be  practicable  to  rescind  them,  con- 
sistently with  the  attainment  of  its  great  object.  But  to  that  end  much 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  degree  in  which  co-operation  with  its 
policy,  or  the  contrary,  may  be  experienced  from  without.  It  is  obvious 
that  just  in  proportion  to  the  success  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  iU-in- 
tentioned  people  of  foreign  countries  to  violate  the  blockade  must  be  the 
endeavors  to  enforce  it  with  increased  stringency.  So  also  in  proportion 
to  the  success  of  such  persons  in  supplying,  by  violation  of  law,  the  in- 
surgents with  the  means  of  continuing  their  resistance  must  be  the  delay 
in  restoring  to  all  honest  people  the  customary  facilities  of  trade  and  in- 
tercourse to  which  they  are  justly  entitled.  It  has  not  been  without 
great  regret  that  the  government  has  been  compelled  to  observe  the  ex- 
tent to  which  her  Majesty's  flag  has  been  abused  to  subserve  the  pur- 
poses of  the  disaffected,  and  thus  to  continue  the  present  depressed  con- 
dition of  legitimate  trade.  A  very  great  proportion  of  the  vessels  which 
attempt  to  violate  the  blockade  appear  to  be  fitted  out  directly  from 
Great  Britain  or  some  of  her  dependencies.  The  effect  of  permitting 
such  violations  of  good  faith  to  go  unnoticed  by  government  is  not 
merely  to  create  an  unfortunate  degree  of  irritation  in  America,  implica- 
ting many  far  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  unworthy  parties  concerned  in 
producing  it,  but  to  postpone  proportionately  the  prospect  of  bringing 
about  a  better  state  of  things.  It  is  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  from  a 
desire  earnestly  felt  by  the  President  to  maintain  unbroken  all  the  cus- 
tomary relations  of  amity  with  Great  Britain,  that  I  have  been  directed 
to  make  the  present  representation.  Any  suggestion  of  the  means  best 
adapted  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  is  deemed  a  matter  exclu- 
sively within  the  competency  of  those  in  whom  the  decision  to  act  is 
vested.    Disclaiming  every  wish  to  solicit  more  than  my  government 
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"Would  in  its  turn  be  prepared  under  similar  circumstances  to  concede, 
and  entertaining  full  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  min- 
isters on  their  part  to  act  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability  in  the  same  spirit, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  22, 1862. 

SiE :  The  Oreto  is  still  in  the  river.  A  flatboat  has  taken  a  part  of 
her  armament  to  her.  A  part  of  the  crew  of-  the  steamer  Annie  Childs, 
■which  came  to  this  port  loaded  with  cotton,  have  just  left  my  office. 
They  tell  me  that  Captain  Bulloch  is  to  command  the  Oreto,  and  that 
four  other  officers  for  this  vessel  came  over  in  the  Childs  with  them. 
The  names  of  three  are  Young,  Law,  and  Maffet,  or  Moffit ;  the  fourth 
was  called  Eddy.  The  two  first  are  lieutenants,  and  the  two  last  named 
midshipmen.  They  further  state  that  these  officers  during  the  voyage 
wore  naval  uniforms;  that  they  came  on  the  Childs  at  a  place  called 
Smithville,  some  twenty  miles  down  the  river  from  Wilmington ;  that 
it  was  talked  about  and  understood  by  all  on  board  that  their  object  in 
coming  was  to  take  command  of  this  vessel  which  was  being  built  in 
England  for  the  southern  confederacy.  They  further  state  that  it  was 
understood  in  Wilmington  before  they  left  that  several  war  vessels  were 
being  buUt  in  England  for  the  South.  As  they  were  coming  up  the 
river  in  the  Childs  as  they  passed  the  Oreto  she  dipped  her  flag  to  the 
Childs.  I  have  had  this  last  trom  several  sources,  and  the  additional  fact 
that  the  same  evening  after  the  arrival  of  this  steamer  a  dinner  was 
given  on  the  Oreto  to  the  officers  who  came  over  in  the  Childs.  I  un- 
derstand she  will  make  direct  for  Madeira  and  Nassau. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Chakles  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.]' 

No.  38.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool',  March  22, 1862. 

Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  gunboat  Oreto,  so  often  referred  to  in  my  communications  to  the 
department,  was  reported  in  the  papers  on  Wednesday  last,  as  having 
taken  her  final  departure  from  this  port,  but  she  was  back  again  in  the 
river  the  same  evening. 

Information  from  them,  from  the  pilot  who  has  her  in  charge,  as  weU 
as  from  other  confidential  sources,  leads  me  to  believe  that  she  (the 
Oreto)  will  sail  from  here  direct  to  Madeira  and  from  thence  to  Nassau, 
and  then  wiU  attempt  to  run  into  one  of  the  southern  ports.    I  under- 
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stand  that  at  least  a  part  of  lier  armament  together  with  several  cases 
of  small-arms  within  thelast  two  days  have  been  taken  to  her  on  a  flat- 
boat. 

****** 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sb-waed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  140.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  3,  1862. 
Sib:  •  *  *  *  * 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  to  me  of  the  27th, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  25th  of  March,  on  the  subject  of  the  gunboat 
Oreto  and  the  agency  of  British  subjects  in  supplying  aid  to  the  rebels. 
It  is  prettj'^  much  what  I  expected.  The  Oreto  has  sailed  from  Liv- 
erpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Mairch  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  Upon  receiving  your  letter  of  the  2oth  instant  I  immediately  di- 
rected that  the  treasury  and  customs  department  should  be  requested 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  Oreto 
is  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  making  war  on  the  United  States ;  and, 
if  that  fact  can  be  proved,  to  detain  the  "(ressel. 

The  charge  that  nearly  all  the  assistance  now  obtained  from  abroad 
by  the  persons  still  in  arms  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  enables  them  to  continue  the  struggle,  comes  from 
Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies,  is  somewhat  vague.  I  believe  the 
greater  part  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  sent  from  this  country  to 
America  during  the  struggle  has  gone  to  the  United  States. 

I  agree  with  you  in  the  statement  that  the  duty  of  nations  in  amity 
with  each  other  is  not  to  suffer  their  good  faith  to  be  violated  by  ill-dis- 
posed persons  within  their  borders,  merely  from  the  inefBLcacy  of  their 
prohibitory  policy.  Bat  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  duty  not  to  punish 
persons  on  suspicion,  without  any  proof  of  their  evil  intent.  It  is  not 
the  custom  of  this  country  to  deprive  any  person  of  liberty  X)r  property 
without  evidence  of  some  offense.  If  such  evidence  can  be  obtained, 
the  laws  are  sufficient  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  their  evil  de- 
signs against  friendly  nations. 

You  have  not  yourself  hitherto  furnished  me  with  evidence  that  any 
vessel  has  received  a  hostile  or  warlike  equipment  in  British  waters, 
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■whicli  has  been  afterwards  used  against  the  United  States.  The  care 
that  -was  taken  to  prevent  the  warlike  equipment  of  the  Nashville  in 
British  waters  must  be  familiar  to  j'our  recollection. 

With  regard  to  co-operation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  in 
respect  to  the  blockade,  1  must  remind  you  that  Great  Britain  has  ab- 
stained, as  far  as  possible,  from  complaints  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
blockade  which  has  been  instituted. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  mindful  of  the  suddenness  of 
the  danger  with  which  the  United  States  were  threatened ;  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  naval  force  then  at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  and 
of  the  great  difficulty  of  blockading  a  coast  of  three  thousand  miles. 
But  beyond  forbearance  and  a  liberal  interpretation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions in  favor  of  the  United  States  her  Majesty's  government  cannot 
go.  If  by  co-operation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  is  meant 
either  taking  part  in  the  civU  war  still  raging,  or  imposing  restraints  on 
the  Queen's  subjects  unknown  to  international  law,  I  cannot  undertake 
that  her  Majesty's  government  will  adopt  either  of  those  courses.  It 
would  be  an  unheard-of  measure  to  prohibit  merchants  from  sending 
ships  to  sea  destined  to  the  southern  ports.  Should  such  ships  attempt 
to  violate  the  blockade,  capture  and  condemnation  are  the  proper  pen- 
alty of  such  attempts.    No  authority  can  be  found  for  any  other. 

But  while  these  attempts  are  made  on  the  one  side,  the  United  States 
government  have  willingly  received  in  the  ranks  of  their  army  British 
subjects,  who  violate  the  Queen's  proclamation,  in  order  to  serve  against 
the  confederates.  Nay,  the  law  of  the  United  States,  by  which  parents 
can  prevent  the  enlistment  of  their  sons,  being  minors,  has  been  set 
aside,  to  the  prejudice  of  British  subjects,  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
thoughtless  lads  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age. 

Thesa  evils  are  perhaps  inseparable  from  the  unhappy  contest  now 
carried  on  in  America.  I  can  only  trust  it  may  have  a  speedy  termi- 
nation, suitable  to  the  reputation  of  the  United  States,  and  conducive 
to  the  future  happiness  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  so  lately  pros- 
perous and  united. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  45.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  9, 1862. 
Sie:  *  *  #  ■        #  * 

I  inclose  you  slips  from  the  Mercury  of  yesterday  referring  to  the 
Oreto,  marked  inclosure  No.  1. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  1, 

[From  the  Liverpool  Meroiiry,  April  8,  1862.] 

"  It  is  believed  that  a  confederate  privateer  wMcli  is  now  committing 
ravages  on  federal  commerce  was  actually  fitted  out  in  this  port.  Cer- 
tain correspondence  which  has  passed  'between  Lloyds  and  the  Liver- 
pool underwriters,  shows  that  the  latter  believe  the  privateer  to  be  the 
Oreto,  which  cleared  on  the  4th  March,  in  ballast,  for  Palermo  and  Ja- 
maica, and  sailed  from  the  Mersey  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month." 
«  *  *  *  *  « 

"  It  is  reported  that  the  Oreto,  (s.  s.)  which  cleared  4th  March  in  bal- 
last for  Palermo  and  Jamaica,  is  intended  for  the  confederate  flag,  and 
took  her  armament  on  board  before  she  left  the  river  Mersey,  on  the 
22d  March." 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ISo.  142.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  11, 1862. 
Sm:  *  •  *  *  * 

I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  note  of  Lord  Eussell,  dated  the  8th 
of  April,  inclosing  a  second  report  on  the  outfit  of  the  Oreto.  In  spite 
of  the  admission  that  troops  and  guns  are  on  board,  her  Majesty's  offlcers 
still  insist  upon  being  blind  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel,  and  the  gov- 
ernment tolerates  the  abuse.  , 
****** 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  8, 1862. 
Lord  Eussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and,  with  refer- 
ence to  his  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  him 
the  accompanying  copies  of  a  report  and  its  enclosures  which  have  been 
received  from  the  board  of  customs  respecting  the  vessel  Oreto. 


Board  of  Customs,  Custom-house,  April  6, 1862. 
To  Ihe  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty^s  treasury : 

Tour  lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  transmitting,  by  desire  of  Earl  Eussell,  copy  of  a  further  letter 
addressed  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool  to  Mr.  Adams,  the 
United  States  minister  at  this  court,  in  which  it  is  again  affirmed  that 
the  Oreto  is  being  fitted  out  as  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  southern  con- 
federacy, and  various  statements  are  reported  in  support  of  that  asser- 
tion, and  requesting  that  your  lordships  would  instruct  this  board  to 
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give  directions  tliat  the  Oreto  might  be  vigilantly  watched,  and  that  if 
any  armament  prohibited  by  the  foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  dis- 
covered the  vessel  might  be  at  once  detained,  we  report.  That  on  the  . 
receipt  of  your  lordships'  reference  we  directed  our  collector  at  Liver- 
pool immediately  to  inquire  into  the  further  allegations  made  in  regard 
to  the  Oreto,  and  to  govern  himself  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  Mr.  Hammond's  letter ;  and  having  received  the  report  of 
the  collector,  we  find  that  the  vessel  in  question  was  registered  on  the 
3d  ultimo  in  the  name  of  John  Henry  Thomas,  of  Liverpo  A,  as  sole 
owner ;  that  she  cleared  on  the  following  day  for  Palermo  and  Jamaica 
in  ballast,  but  did  not  sail  until  the  22d,  the  day  on  which  the  Ameri- 
can consul's  letter  is  dated,  having  a  crew  of  fifty-two  men,  all  British, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  one  of  whom  only  was  an  American. 
She  had  no  gunpowder,  nor  even  a  signal  gun,  and  no  colors  saving 
Marryatt's  code  of  signals  and  a  British  ensign,  nor  any  goods  on  board 
excepting  the  stores  enumerated  on  the  accompanying  copy  of  her  vict- 
ualling bUl. 

With  regard  to  the  statements  in  the  letter  of  the  consul,  the  collector 
further  reports  that  it  is  clear  the  passengers  brought  by  the .  Annie 
Childs,  the  vessel  therein  mentioned,  which  has  recently  arrived  from 
one  of  the  southern  States,  were  not  intended  to  form  any  portion  of 
the  crew  of  the  Oreto,  inasmuch  as  they  were  still  in  Liverpool,  and 
that  the  dipping  of  the  ensign  on  board  the  latter  vessel  on  the  arrival 
of  the  Annie  Childs,  as  far  as  the  collector  had  been  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain, was  intended  as  a  compliment  to  one  of  the  Cunard  steamers  and 
another  vessel  which  saluted  the  Annie  Childs  on  her  arrival,  the  mas- 
ters of  the  several  vessels  being  known  to  one  another. 

THOS.  F.  FEEEMAKTLE. 
GKENVILLE  C.  BEEKELET. 

TECTtrAiLING  BILL. 

PUot, ,  granted  number,  (662.) 

Port  of  Liverpool,  Oreto. 

Bonded  and  drawback  stores  in  the ,  James  L.  Duguid,  master,  for 

Palermo  and  Jamaica. 

Men,  52;  passengers  or  troops,  — ;  guns,  — ;  178  tons. 

Spirits,  foreign :  Ifet  quantities  taken  on  board : 

Eum,  per  gallon ")  2  cases— 54  gallons, 

Brandy,  per  gallon \  10  cases— 20  gallons, 

Geneva. 

Other  spirits  not  sweetened. 

Spirits,  British  or  plantation. 

Kum.  )  "„      „ 

Q-jj, I   8  cases — 16  g3,llons. 

Whiskey f  ^^  cases — ^23if  gallons, 

Other  spirits  not  sweetened.  3 

-yy-^jje ^  20  cases — 40  gallons, 

Wine  for  drawback 

Beer  for  drawback. 

Tea  per  pound - 3  chests,  5  canisters — 240  pounds. 

Coffee *  bags— 646  pounds. 

Coffee,  roasted,  (for  drawback,) 


606 


Spirits,  foreign : 
Cocoa. 
Cocoa  paste. 

Sugar,  refined,  per  cwt 

Sugar  for  drawback 

Sugar,  unrefined 

Molasses. 

Tobacco  for  drawback,  per  pound — 

negrohead 

roU. 
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Net  quantities  taken  on  board : 


1  barrel — 1  cwt.  9  lbs. 
JbSls,!    13  cwt.  2  qrs.  12  lbs. 


3 


3  boxes— 63  lbs. 


12  boxes— 2  cwt.  1  qr.  26  lbs. 
11  jars — 2  cwt.  1  qr.  18  lbs. 


Cigars ")  2  boxes — 10  pounds. 

Pepper. 

Baisins,  per  cwt 

Currants 

Pigs. 
Prunes. 
Plums. 
Sundries. 
Surplus  stores. 

Examined. 


Cleared  Marcb  4, 1862. 


J.  MUDIE  SEAECHBE,  Collector. 


SAMUEL  WAKEHUM,  Brolcer. 
Residence,  No.  17  ParTc  Lane. 


[See  trial  of  the  "Oreto"  or  "Florida"  at  Nassau.    Parliamentary 
and  Judicial  Appendix  No.  18.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  144.]  Legation  op  the  United  States,  . 

London,  April  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  received  dispatches  from  the  department, 
numbered  from  214  to  217,  inclusive.  I  yesterday  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing the  expected  conference  with  Lord  Eussell. 

*  *  *  *  Li  that  of  the  Oreto,  upon  which  I 

had  addressed  a  note  to  him,  he  [said  he]  had  directed  an  investigation 
to  be  made,  and  the  authorities  at  Liverpool  had  reported  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  doubting  the  legality  of  her  voyage. 

I  replied  that  this  was  exactly  what  gave  such  unpleasant  impressions 
to  us  in  America.  The  Oreto,  by  the  very  paper  furnished  from  the 
custom-house,  was  shown  to  be  laden  with  a  hundred  and  seventy  tons 
of  arms,  and  to  have  persons  called  troops  on  board,  destined  for  Paler- 
mo and  Jamaica.  The  very  statement  of  the  case  was  enough  to  show 
what  was  really  intended.  The  fact  of  her  true  destination  was  noto- 
rious all  over  Liverpool.  No  commercial  people  were  blind  to  it,  and 
the  course  taken  by  her  Majesty's  oflflcers  in  declaring  ignorance  only 
led  to  an  inference  most  unfavorable  to  all  idea  of  their  neutrality  in 
the  struggle.  It  was  just  such  action  as  this  that  was  making  the  difil- 
culties  of  our  government  in  the  way  of  giving  the  facilities  to  the  sup- 
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ply  of  cotton,  which  they  hoped  to  furnish  in  a  short  time  if  the  whole 
control  of  means  to  put  an  end  to  the  contest  was  left  to  them. 

#***♦♦** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEADSTCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  281.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  26,  1862. 

SiK :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  bring,  through  you,  to  the  notice  of  the 
British  government  facts  in  relation  to  the  port  of  ITassau,  a  possession 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  near  the  southern  extremity  of  the  TTnited 
States,  which  are  believed  to  be  unquestionable.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  rebellion  in  this  country,  and  especially  since  the 
establishment  of  the  blockade,  that  port  has  been  used  as  a  place  of 
deposit  by  the  insurgents  for  munitions  of  war  sent  thither  for  their  use 
by  their  agents  and  sympathizers  in  England.  Sometimes  the  vessels 
in  which  they  were  carried  thither  have  attempted  to  evade  the  block- 
ade, and  in  a  few  instances  may  have  succeeded.  The  main  object  in 
the  choice  of  the  site,  however,  seems  to  have  been  the  facility  with 
which  contraband  of  war,  transhipped  to  small  schooners  and  similar 
vessels  with  little  draught  of  water,  might,  in  darkness,  run  into  inlets  on 
the  southern  coast  of  the  island  too  shallow  to  allow  them  to  be  pursued 
by  such  vessels  of  war  as  can  safely  be  used  in  enforcing  the  blockade. 

Eecently,  however,  a  gunboat  called  the  Oreto,  built  in  England  for 
the  service  of  the  insurgents,  with  ports  and  bolts  for  twenty  guns,  and 
other  equipments  to  correspond,  arrived  at  Kassau.  The  facts  in  regard 
to  her  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  TTnited  States  consul,  he 
made  a  protest  upon  the  subject,  and  she  was  seized  by  the  authorities. 
She  was,  however,  released  immediately  after  the  arrival  at  IPTassau,  on 
the  8th  instant,  of  Captain  Semmes,  late  commander  of  the  pirate  Sum- 
ter, and  the  consul  informed  this  department  that  she  was  about  to  start 
on  a  privateering  cruise.  He  has  also  represented  that  there  were  then 
in  that  port  eleven  large  British  steamers  laden  with  contraband  of  war 
for  the  insurgents  in  this  country. 

The  release  by  the  authorities  at  l^Tassau  of  the  Oreto,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned,  seems  to  be  particularly  at  variance  with  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  I  am  commanded 
by  the  President  to  protest  against  it,  and  to  ask  the  consideration  of 
her  Majesty's  government  upon  the  proceeding  as  one  calculated  to 
alarm  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  I  am  also 
directed  to  ask  the  like  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government  upon 
the  manner  in  which' the  port  of  Nassau  has  been  used  as  a  deposit  for 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  intended  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United 

States. 

You  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  laying  this  subject  before  the  Brit- 
ish government.  The  legislative  and  executive  authority  of  the  United 
States  having  been  exerted  toward  preventing  similar  proceedings  by 
persons  within  our  jurisdiction-  during  the  insurrection  in  Canada  in 
1837  we  may  claim  on  this  ground  at  least  a  reciprocity  from  the  British 
government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chakles  Fraitcis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  c&c,  d;c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  201.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  1, 1862. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Eussell  at  the  Foreign 
Office,  in  the  course  of  which  I  went  over  the  various  subjects  where- 
upon I  had  received  instructions  in  your  late  dispatches.    I  proposed  to 

review  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  came  up. , 

*  #  *  •"*  »  • 

2.  I  read  to  his  lordship  the  substance  of  your  dispatches  Nos.  281  and 
299  respecting  the  use  made  of  the  island  of  Nassau  by  the  rebels,  and  the 
fitting  out  of  the  gunboats  Oreto  and  290.  His  lordship  first  took  up  the 
case  of  290,  and  remarked  that  a  delay  in  determining  upon  it  had  most 
unexpectedly  been  caused  by  the  sudden  development  of  a  malady  of  the 
Queen's  advocate,  Sir  John  D.  Harding,  totally  incapacitating  him  for  the 
transaction  of  business.  This  had  made  it  necessary  to  call  in  other 
parties,  whose  opinion  had  been  at  last  given  for  the  detention  of  the 
gunboat,  but  before  the  order  got  down  to  Liverpool  the  vessel  was  gone. 
He  should,  however,  send  directions  to  have  her  stopped  if  she  went,  as 
was  probable,  to  Nassau.  I  said  I  was  aware  that  the  gunboat  was  off, 
but  I  did  not  say,  what  I  myself  have  little  doubt  of,  that  her  sudden 
departure  was  occasioned  by  a  notion,  obtained  somehow  or  other,  that 
such  a  proceeding  was  impending.  I  added  an  expression  of  satisfac- 
tion that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  seen  their  way  to  give  such 
an  opinion,  and  that  it  was  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  do  something  to  check  this  outrageous  abuse.  In  this  connection  I 
begged  to  ask  if  he  had  any  information  respecting  the  proceedings  had 
at  Nassau  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto.  I  had  seen  a  statement  in  the  news- 
papers, additional  to  the  information  contained  in  the  disi^atch  No.  281 
which  I  had  read  to  him,  to  the  effect  that  the  Oreto  had  been  actually 
stopped  and  put  under  the  guns  of  her  Majesty's  ship  the  Greyhound. 
I  hoped  this  was  true,  for  I  thought  the  effect  of  such  a  proceeding 
would  be  very  favorably  viewed  in  America.  His  lordship  replied  that 
he  had  received  no  information  on  the  subject  beyond  what  I  had  referred 
to,  which  came  from  the  American  newspapers.  With  regard  to  the 
complaint  against  the  island  of  Nassau,  he  could  only  say  that  he  had 
received,  a  short  time  since,  a  letter,  signed  by  many  commercial  people 
in  Liverpool  and  elsewhere,  remonstrating  against  the  virtual  blockade 
of  that  island  by  United  States  war  vessels,  and  the  subjection  of  many 
innocent  British  ships  to  the  inconveniences  of  detention  and  search  as 
if  engaged  in  illegitimate  trade.  To  this  representation  he  had  written 
a  reply,  stating  that  however  much  the  inconveniences  mentioned  were 
to  be  regretted,  it  was  not  the  disposition  of  the  government  to  aiford 
protection  to  any  parties  that  might  be  engaged  in  undertakings  in 
violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation;  and  where  there  was  reason  to 
suppose  that  such  adventures  might  be  carried  on,  it  was  difficult  to 
raise  objections  to  the  right  of  examination.  His  lordship  added  that 
he  had  expected  both  the  letter  and  his  answer  would  have  been  pub- 
lished before  this  by  the  parties  concerned,  but  they  had  not  thought  fit  to 
do  so.  I  replied  that  they  knew  too  much  to  be  caught  doing  that,  but  I 
should  take  pleasure  in  communicating  this  fact  to  my  government. 
Any  and  all  evidence  which  I  could  obtain  of  a  disposition,  on  the  part 
of  her  Majesty's  ministers,  to  discountenance  the  notorious  and  flagrant 
abuses  of  neutrality,  now  every  day.  committed  by  British  subjects,  would 
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be  of  great  use  to  counteract  the  .strong  popular  feeling  in  America 
growing  up  on  account  of  them.  We  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
these  war  vessels  were  intended  to  prey  directly  upon  our  commerce, 
and  most  particularly  to  intercept  the  steamers  bearing  treasure  to  New 
York  from  California.  Should  one  of  those  steamers  be  taken  in  conse- 
quence of  the  omission  to  stop  these  outfits  in  British  ports,  the  excite- 
ment that  it  would  create  in  America  would  be  very  great.  Disposed, 
as  I  had  always  been,  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  I  could  not  but  look  with  much  Uneasiness  uj)on  all  events 
which  might  tend  to  affect  them  unfavorably.  His  lordship  said  that 
he  could  not  at  once  say  whether  it  was  proper  to  furnish  copies  of  the 
correspondence  alladed  to  or  not,  but  I  was  welcome  to  mention  the 
facts,  and  very  probably  he  might  send  me  the  copies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  299,  July  12*,  1862, 
see  subdivision  "  The  Alabama,"  Vol.  in.] 


•    [From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  Jfo.  1, 1863,  p.  5.] 
E"o.  6. 
Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

FoREiaN  Office,  August  2, 1862. 

Tou  are  no  doubt  rware  that  the  British  vessel  Oreto  has  been  seized 
in  the  port  of  Nassau  by  Commander  Hickley  of  her  Majesty's  ship 
G-rey hound,  acting  in  concert  with  the  governor  of  that  colony. 

I  abstain  from  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  case,  pending  its  inves- 
tigation by  the  competent  tribunals.  The  United  States  consul  at  Nas- 
sau having  af&rmed  that  the  Oreto  was  intended  for  the  service  of  the 
government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  a  revenue  ofiicer  was 
placed  on  board  of  her,  and  she  was  constantly  inspected  and  her  pro- 
ceedings narrowly  watched  by  the  senior  naval  officer  on  the  station, 
and  she  was  at  last  seized,  not,  as  would  appear,  on  account  of  any 
overt  act  of  illegality  which  had  been  committed,  but  by  reason  of  the 
strong  suspicions  to  which  her  proceedings  have  given  rise. 

Her  Majesty's  government  trust  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  see  in  what  has  occurred  in  this  instance  the  strongest  proof 
of  the  desire  of  this  country  to  fulfill  its  international  obligations,  and 
wiU  hesitate  to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  which  Mr.  Adams 
announced  to  me  yesterday  of  issuing  letters  of  marque  with  a  view  to 
checking  depredations  on  United  States  commerce  by  cruisers  of 
the  so  styled  Confederate  States.  There  do  not  appear  to  be  sufficient 
reasons  for  making  such  a  measure  necessary,  and  you  are  instructed 
to  urge  upon  Mr.  Seward  the  danger  of  dispute  and  violence  in  dealing 
with  the  vessels  of  friendly  powers  if  that  extreme  course  should  be 
determined  on. 

39  A  c— VOL.  II 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  3,  1863,  p.  16.] 

N^O.  21. 

Mi:  aiuart  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

WASHiNaiON,  August  16,  1862. 

I  had  an  interview  this  morning  with  Mr.  Seward,  when,  as  instructed 
by  your  lordship  in  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  I  represented  to 
him  the  danger  of  disputes  which  would  probably  ensue,  should  the 
United  States  government  carry  into  effect  the  intention,  which  Mr. 
Adams  had  announced  to  your  lordship,  of  issuing  letters  of  marque 
with  a  view  of  checking  depredations  on  United  States  commerce  by 
cruisers  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Seward  answered  that  in  consequence  of  .the  late  friendly  act.  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  or  of  the  British  authorities  at  Nassau,  in 
seizing  the  steamship  Oreto,  and  in  the  expectation  that  her  Majesty's 
government  would  pursue  the  same  course  with  regard  to  other  vessels 
which  were  fitting  out  in  British  ports  for  a  simOar  purpose,  a  recourse 
to  letters  of  marque  would  hot  for  the  present  be  resorted  to,  although 
he  could  not  assure  me  that  such  a  measure  might  not  hereafter  be 
found  necessary. 

#.*  »  *  *  *  ♦  #  * 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.3 

No.  219.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  5, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
by  Lord  Eussell,  touching  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto  at  Nassau,  with 
the  accompanying  papers.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  single  sentence,  not  an  intimation  is  given  in  them  by  the 
respective  parties  of  a  consciousness  of  the  real  destination  of  that  ves- 
sel. I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  to  know  if  more  decisive 
evidence  might  not  be  obtained  in  other  quarters. 

********* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  August  29, 1862. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  which  you  are 
probably  aware  has  been  seized  at  Nassau,  and  is  to  be  tried  before  the 
admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas  for  a  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  copies  of  a  report 
and  its  inclosures  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  with  reference  to 
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a  suggestion  I  liad  made  to  the  treasury,  that  a  competent  officer  should 
be  sent  to  Nassau  to  give  evidence  as  to  what  occurred  at  Liverpool  in 
the  case  of  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chakues  Francis  Apams,  Esq.,  <§c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


ISo.  439.]  CuSTOM-HoxTSE,  August  25,  18G2, 

To  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury : 

Your  lords  having,  by  Mr.  Hamilton's  letters  of  20th  instant,  trans- 
mitted to  us,  with  reference  to  previous  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of.  the  gunboat  Oreto,  which  was  fitted  out  at  Liverpool  and  has  since 
been  captured  by  her  Majesty's  steamer  Greyhound  at  Nassau,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Foreign  Office,  and  of  its  inclosure,  on  the  subject  of  the  proceeding  to  be 
adopted  in  the  matter,  and  requested  that  he  would  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  sending  to  Nassau  some  gentleman  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment competent  to  afford  the  information  required  in  the  case,  we  beg  to 
transmit,  for  the  information  of  your  lords,  copies  of  the  report  of  our 
collector  at  Liverpool,  with  whom  we  have  been  in  communication  on  the 
subject,  together  with  copies  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  sur- 
veyor, and  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  examining  officer,  who  visited  and  kept  watch 
on  the  Oreto  from  the  time  that  suspicions  were  first  entertained  of  her 
being  fitted  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  until  she  sailed  from 
the  port,  together  with  copy  of  the  statement  on  oath  of  Mr.  Parry,  the 
pilot,  who  had  charge  of  the  ship  from  the  time  she  left  the  Toxteth  dock 
untH  she  left  the  Mersey;  and  as,  from  these  papers,  the  pilot  would  appear 
to  be  the  most  fitting  person  to  give  evidence  in  the  case,  we  beg  to  be 
favored  with  your  lords'  further  instructions  as  to  the  person  who  should 
be  directed  to  proceed  to  Nassau. 

F.  GOTJLBUEN. 

E.  H.  GEEY. 


Report  of  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  August  23,  1862. 

Honorable  Sirs  :  It  wUl  be  seen  from  the  annexed  statement  of  Mr. 
Morgan,  surveyor,  that  he  will  be  able  to  state  the  fact  of  the  vessel  being 
buUt  by  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons,  and  of  the  absence  of  all  warlike  stores 
on  board  when  she  left  the  docks,  while  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the 
examining  officer,  fully  supports  the  statement  of  the  pilot,  Mr.  Parry, 
which,  from  its  importance,  I  have  taken  on  oath,  as  it  appears  to  me  he 
would  be  the  most  fitting  person  to  give  evidence  of  the  absence  of  all 
warlike  stores  on  board  the  vessel  when  she  left  this'country. 

I  am  satisfied  that  she  took  no  such  stores  on  board ;  and  indeed  it  is 
stated,  though  1  know  not  on  what  authority,  that  her  armament  was 
conveyed  in  another  vessel  to  Nassau.  The  board  will,  therefore,  per- 
ceive that  the  evidence  to  be  obtained  from  this  port  will  all  go  to  prove 
that  she  left  Liverpool  altogether  unarmed,  and  that  while  here  she  had 
in  no  way  violated  the  law. 

S.  PRICE  EDWAEDS. 


612 


EEBEL   CEUISEES. 


Statement  of  Mr,  Hd.  Morgan,  surveyor  in.Jier  Majesty's  custom-house  at  the 

port  of  Liverpool. 

I  am  one  of  the  surveyors  of  customs  at  this  port.  Pursuant  to 
instructions  I  received  from  the  collector  on  the  21st  of  February,  in  the 
present  year,  and  at  subsequent  dates,  I  visited  the  steamer  Oreto,  at 
various  times,  when  she  was  being  fitted  out  in  the  dock  close  to  the  yard 
of  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders  of  the  vessel.  I  continued  this 
inspection,  from  time  to  time,  until  she  left  the  dock,  and  I  am  certain 
that  when  she  went  into  the  river  she  had  no  warlike  stores  of  any  kind 
whatever  on  board. 

After  she  went  into  the  river  she  was  constantly  watched  by  the  board- 
ing officers,  who  were  directed  to  report  to  me  whenever  any  goods  were 
taken  on  board ;  but  in  reply  to  my  frequent  inquiries  they  stated  noth- 
ing was  put  in  the  ship  but  coal. 

ED.  MOEGAN,  Surveyor. 


Statement  of  Mr.  Henry  Lloyd,  examining  officer  in  her  Majesty^s  customs 
at  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

In  consequence  of  instructions  received  from  Mr.  Morgan,  surveyor,  I, 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  three  surveyors  of  the  river,  kept  watch  on 
the  proceedings  of  the  vessel  Oreto  from  the  time  she  left  the  Toxteth 
dock,  on  the  4th  March  last,  till  the  day  she  sailed,  the  22d  of  the  same 
month.  On  one  occasion  I  was  alongside  of  her,  and  spoke  to  her,  Parry, 
the  pilot,  and  the  chief  mate.  Neither  I  nor  any  of  the  other  river  sur- 
veyors saw  at  any  time  any  arms  or  warlike  ammunition  of  any  kind 
taken  on  board,  and  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  none  such  was  taken 
on  board  during  her  stay  in  the  river. 

H.  LLOYD,  Examining  Officer. 


Statement,  on  oath,  of  Mr.  Wm.  Parry,  master  pilot  in  N'o.  10  boat  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool,  talcen  by  tJie  collector  of  customs. 

I  was  the  pilot  in  charge  of  the  ship  Oreto  when  she  left  the  Toxteth 
dock  on  the  4th  of  March,  1862.  I  continued  on  board  to  the  day  of 
her  sailing,  which  was  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  and  never  left  her  save 
on  Sunday,  when  all  work  was  suspended.  1  saw  the  ship  before  the 
coals  and  provisions  were  taken  into  her.  There  were  no  munitions  of 
war  in  her;  that  is  to  say,  she  had  no  guns,  carriages,  shot,  shell,  or 
powder.*  Had  there  been  any  on  board  I  must  have  seen  it.  I  piloted 
the  ship  out  of  the  Mersey  to  Point  Lynas,  off  Anglesea,  where  I  left 
her,  and  she  proceeded  down  channel,  since  when  she  has  not  returned. 
Prom  the  time  the  vessel  left  the  river  until  I  left  her,  she  had  no  com- 
munication with  the  shore  or  with  any  other  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  anything  like  a  cargo  on  board.  I  frequently  saw  Mr.  Lloyd, 
the  tide  surveyor,  alongside  the  ship  while  in  the  river. 

WM.  PAEEY. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  23d  day, 
1862. 

S.  PEICE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


*  See  Captain  Hickley's  testimony  on  the  "  Oreto"  trial  at  Nassau,  in  Parliamentary' 
and  judicial  appendix,  No.  18. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  340.]  Dbpaktment  op  State, 

Washington,  September  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Morse,  our  indefatigable  consul  at  London,  has  transmitted 
to  this  department  an  intercepted  letter,  written  by  S.  E.  Mallory,  who 
is  the  pretended  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the  insurrectionary  party  in 
the  South,  and  addressed  to  James  H.  North,  who  is  called  a  commander 
in  that  navy.  The  letter  shows  that  at  least  two  steamers,  the  Oreto 
[the  Alabama?]  and  the  Florida,  have  been  actually  built,  fitted  up  in 
England  for  the  insurgents,  and  dispatched  with  armaments  and  military 
stores  from  British  ports  to  make  war  upon  the  United  States.  Mr.  Morse 
has  informed  me  that  he  intended  to  submit  the  letter  to  you,  and  it  is 
probable  that  you  will  have  taken  a  copy  of  it.  For  greater  certainty, 
however,  a  copy  is  sent  you  with  this  dispatch.  It  is  thought  expedient 
that  you  give  a  copy  of  it  to  Earl  Eussell.  Hitherto  the  British  author- 
ities have  failed  to  prevent  such  transactions,  assigning  as  the  reason  a 
want  of  authentic  evidence  of  the  illegal  character  and  purposes  of  the 
vessels  which  you  have  denounced.  It  will  perhaps  be  useful  to  give  the 
government  this  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  infraction  of  the  neu- 
trality laws,  in  the  very  two  cases  of  which  you  have  already  complained 
without  success.  Although  these  two  vessels  are  now  beyond  the  reach 
of  British  authority,  the  evidence  which  shows  that  they  ought  to  have 
been  detained  may  possibly  lend  some  probability  to  new  complaints  in 
regard  to  other  vessels  of  a  similar  character  now  being  built  in  Eng- 
land. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  cfce.,  <fec. 

[For  inclosure  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  238,  of 
October  10, 1862,  post.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  238.]  LEaATioN  0¥  the  United  States, 

London,  October  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  further  notes  that  have 
passed  between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself  in  regard  to  the  outfits  in  behalf 
of  the  insurgents  made  from  the  ports  of  this  kingdom. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANGIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  9,  1862. 
My  Lord  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy 
of  an  intercepted  letter  which  I  have  received  from  my  government, 
being  the  further  evidence  to  which  I  made  allusion  in  my  note  to  your- 
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lordship  of  the  30th  of  September,  as  substantiating  the  allegations 
made  of  the  infringements  of  the  enlistment  law  by  the  insurgents  of 
the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  fact  to  which  your  lordship  calls  my  attention  in  the  note  of  the  4th 
instant,  the  reception  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  that 
her  Majesty's  government  are  unable  to  go  beyond  the  law,  municipal 
and  international,  in  preventing  enterprises  of  the  Mud  referred  to. 
But  in  the  representations  which  I  have  had  the  honor  lately  to  make,  I 
beg  to  remind  your  lordship  that  I  base  them  upon  evidence  which 
applies  directly  to  infringements  of  municipal  law  itself,  and  not  to 
anything  beyond  it.  The  consequence  of  an  omission  to  enforce  its 
penalties  is,  therefore,  necessarily  that  heretofore  pointed  out  by  emi- 
nent counsel,  to  wit,  that  "  the  "law  is  little  better  than  a  dea,d  letter," 
a  result  against  which  "  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  serious 
ground  of  remonstrance." 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELBS  FEAl^CIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  c&c,  &c.,  &c. 

[Note  of  the  30th  of  September  will  be  found  with  Mr.  Adams's  dis- 
patch No.  230,  October  3, 1862,  and  note  of  the  dth  of  October,  1862, 
inclosed,  printed  with  same  dispatch,  both  under  the  subdivision  "  The 
Alabama,"  Vol.  III.] 


8.  B.  Mallory  to  James  H.  North. 

Confederate  States  of  Aiherioa, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  July  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  the  29th  of  March  last  reached  me  this  morning. 

The  department  notified  you,  on  the  11th  of  January  last,  that  you 
would  receive  orders  to  command  the  second  vessel  then  being  built  in 
England,  but  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  the  department  you  were  sub- 
sequently assigned  to  the  command  of  the  first  vessel,  the  Florida, 
(Oreto,)  now  at  Nassau;  and  any  just  ground  for  "the  surprise  and 
astonishment"  in  this  respect  at  ithe  department's  action  is  not  per- 
ceived. 

A  commission  as  commander  for  the  war  was  sent  you  on  the  fifth  of 
May,  and  your  failure  to  follow  the  Oreto,  which  left  England  about  the 
21st*  of  March,  and  to  take  command  of  her  as  Avas  contemplated,  and 
as  you  were  apprised  by  Captain  Bullock,  on  the  26th  of  March,  is  not 
understood,  and  has  been  productive  of  some  embarrassment. 

Ca]>tain  Bullock  was  nominated  by  the  executive  for  his  position  in 
the  navy  under  existing  law,  and  was  duly  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
and  your  protest  to  this  department  against  the  action  of  these  co-ordi- 
nate'branches  of  your  government  is  out  of  place. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  you  Mill  turn  over  to  Lieiitenant  G-.  F. 
Sinclair  the  instructions  which  you  may  have  i-eceived,  together  with 
any  public  funds  in  your  hands,  and  return  to  the  Confederate  States 
in  such  manner  as  your  judgment  may  direct. 


''  She  sailed  on  the  22(1  of  Marcli. 
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Should  you  not  be  provided  with  funds  for  this  purpose,  Commander 
Bullock  will,  upon  your  application,  supply  them. 
•I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  E.  MALLOEY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  James  H.  North, 

C.  8.  N.,  London,  England. 

[For  Captain  Maflt's  admission  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr. 
Seward,  No.  497,  post;  September  17, 1863.  For  evidence  as  to  Captain 
Bullock's  operations  in  England,  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Ap- 
pendix, No.  15,  given  in  court  June  23, 1863 ;  also  in  this  correspond- 
ence in  1863, 2}ost.\ 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  378.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Octoher  25, 1862. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  October  10  (No.  238)  has  been  received.  Your 
reply  to  Earl  EusseU's  note  of  the  4th  instant  on  the  subject  of  British 
outfits  of  British-built  vessels  from  British  ports,  with  British-shipped 
crews,  to  depredate  on  American  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  is  approved 
by  the  President.  I  do  not  know  how  I  could  add  a  word  to  fortify  or 
improve  the  clear,  calm,  and  energetic  protest  which  that  paper  con- 
tains. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ifcc,  tfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  February  16, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  inclose  extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  26th  iiltimo,  ad- 
dressed by  the  United  States  consul  at  Nassau  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  from  which  it  appears  tliat  undue  partiality  has  been  shown  by 
the  authorities  there  to  the  insurgent  steamer  which  left  England  under 
the  name  of  the  Oreto,  but  now  claims  that  of  the  Florida. 

You  will  much  oblige  me  by  making  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  Mr.  Whiting  upon  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <&o.,  &c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Welles  to  Mv.  Seward. 

Navs 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dispatch, 
dated  the  26th  ultimo,  received  from  Consul  Whiting,  at  Nassau,  rela- 


Navy  Department, 

February  12,  1863. 
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tiye  to  the  arrival  of  the  rebel  steamer  Oreto  at  that  port,  and  the  per- 
mission given  her  to  coal.  This  is  in  strong  contrast  with  the  conduct 
of  the  same  authorities,  who  would  not  permit  the  United  States  steamer 
Dacotah,  the  cruiser  of  a  friendly  nation,  such  privilege.  The  semi- 
piratical  vessel,  whose  special  object  is  to  depredate  on  the  peaceful 
commerce  of  a  friendly  nation,  has  every  facility  to  aid  him  from  the 
colonial  authorities  at  Nassau,  while  the  public  ships  of  that  nation 
which  is  striving  to  protect  commerce  is  denied  tliese  privileges. 

It  appears  to  me  proper  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  represent- 
ative should  be  called  to  these  extraordinary  proceedings,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  communicated  to  his  government,  and  it  is  with  that  view 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  these  suggestions,  and  the  accompany- 
ing extract  from  Mr.  Whiting's  dispatch. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Whiting  to  Mr.  Welles. 
[Extract.] 

No,  2.]  United  States  Cowstilate, 

Ifassaw,  N'.  P.,  January  26,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  this 
morntag,  of  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  late  the  noted  Oreto, 
Mafiit,  late  of  the  United  States  navy,  commander. 

This  pirate  ship  entered  this  port  without  any  restrictions,  witb  the 
secession  flag  at  her  peaTc,  and  the  secession  war  pennant  at  the  main, 
and  anchored  abreast  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steamer  Barracouta, 
Maffit  and  his  officers  landing  in  the  garrison  boat,  escorted  by  the  post 
adjutant,  Williams,  of  the  2d  W.  I.  regiment. 

*  *  lF  TT  ^%  ^  * 

The  privateer,  soon  after  anchoring,  commenced  coaling,  by  permis- 
sion of  the  authorities — an  evidence  of  the  perfect  neutrality  which  exists 
here  where  the  United  States  steamer  Dacotah,  but  a  few  months  since, 
was  only  permitted  to  take  on  board  twenty  tons  of  coal  from  an  Ameri- 
can bark,  off  Hog  Island;  and  only  then,  on  Captain  McHinstry  and 
myself  pledging  ourselves,  in  writing,  that  within  ten  days  after  leaving 
this  port  she  would  not  be  cruising  within  five  miles  of  any  island  of  the 
Bahama  government.  ****** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  WHITING, 

TJiiited  States  Consul. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  19, 1863. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  addressed  by  the  United 
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States  consul  in  the  Babamas  Islands  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  in 
■which  certain  statements  are  made  concerning  the  reception  of  the 
steamer  Oreto,  or  Florida,  at  Nassau. 

I  will,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  make  inquiry  with  regard  to 
those  statements,  and  I  will,  without  loss  of  time,  do  myself  the  honor 
to  communicate  the  result  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed,  «£-c.,  <fec.,  tfic. 


3Ir.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  40.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  JTebruary  28, 1863. 
giK  :*  *  *  *  *  *  *.* 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  inclosure  No.  3,  containing  slips 
from  the  newspapers,  one  referring  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer 
Florida,  late  Oreto,  for  a  three  months'  cruise  at  Nassau.  I  have  sent  a 
duplicate  of  this  slip  to  our  miaister  at  London,  and  also  informed  him 
of  the  repairing  of  the  Sumter  at  Birkinhead. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


[From  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce,  February  27,  1863.] 


The  Florida  arrived  at  Nassaa  on  the  30th  ultimo.  The  secession 
sympathizers  were  jubilant,  while  the  Union  men  went  about  in  a  de- 
pressed mood.  Captain  Maffit  immediately  went  to  visit  the  governor 
of  the  city.  He  was  received  very  cordially  and  dined  with  his  excellency 
The  Florida  ijresented  a  man-of-war-like  appearance,  her  masts  being 
well  set,  yards  neatly  squared,  and  the  brass  work  well  polished.  The 
next  morning  the  Florida's  decks  were  alive  with  a  gang  of  laborers 
from  the  town,  who  immediately  set  to  work  in  making  sundry  altera- 
tions in  her  interior  arrangements,  while  the  lighters  from  shore  brought 
on  board  provisions  of  all  kinds,  a  chain  cable,  and  rigging.  The  con- 
federate officers,  in  the  mean  time,  were  on  shore,  and  succeeded  in  pick- 
ing up  ten  or  fifteen  recruits,  all  seamen,  and  hailing  from  every  coun- 
try in  the  world.  The  ofiicers  stated  openly  that  there  was  no  Yankee 
vessel  built  yet  which  could  come  near,  much  less  catch  the  Florida,  for 
it  was  an  easy  matter  to  drive  her  seventeen  miles  an  hour.  They  ridi- 
cule the  idea  that  the  Vanderbilt  could  be  a  match  for  her,  and  wish  for 
a  trial.  They  state  that  they  would  go  down  to  the  track  of  the  home- 
ward-bound East  India  vessels.  The  Florida  left  Nassau  on  the  evening' 
of  the  31st,  fully  supplied  for  a  three  months'  cruise.  She  is  reported  to 
have  made  seven  prizes  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  one  on  the  Bahama 
banks.  All  purchases  by  the  confederate  officers  were  paid  for  in 
southern  money,  which  is  taken  at  par  everywhere  in  Nassau. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

]^o.  505.]  Depaetiient  op  State, 

Washington,  March  9, 1863. 

SiE :  The  recent  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell,  with  her 
cargo,  valued  at  one  and  half  million,  by  the  piratical  steam  vessel  the 
Florida,  fitted  out  and  dispatched  from  Liverpool,  is  regarded  by  the 
merchants  in  our  seaports  as  indicating  nothing  less  than  a  destruction 
of  our  national  navigating  interes.t,  unless  that  calamity  can  be  prevented 
by  either  the  enforcement  of  the  neutrality  law  of  Great  Britain,  or  the 
employment  of  an  adequate  force  under  commissions  of  marque  and 
reprisal.  Congress  has  conferred  upon  the  President  ample  jiower  for 
the  execution  of  the  latter  measure,  and  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
it  are  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  proper  departments.  It  is  not 
without  great  reluctance  that  the  President  is  coming  to  the  adoption  of 
that  policy.  But  the  preservation  of  the  national  life  is  a  supreme 
necessity ;  and  if  there  shall-  be  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
things  to  which  I  have  adverted,  the  voice  of  the  nation  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  last  resort  of  maritime  war  is  likely  to  become  unanimous  and 
exacting.  The  President  thinks  the  emergency  sufBciently  grave  to 
justify  me  in  asking  you  to  seek,  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be- con- 
venient, an  interview  with  Earl  Eussell,  in  which  you  will  c(mfidentially 
make  known  to  him  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  in  therespect  mentioned, 
and  submit  for  his,  lordship's  consideration  the  inquiry  whether  her 
Majesty's  government  cannot  think  it  proper  and  possible  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  some  means  to  prevent  effectually  th  e  further  armament,  equip- 
ment, and  dispatch  of  hostile  vessels  from  British  ports  for  the  destruction 
of  American  commerce.  The  argument,  asit  is  put  in  American  commer- 
cial circles,  is,  that  war  is  carr,ied  on  against  the  United  States  by  forces 
levied  and  dispatched  from  the  British  islands,  while  the  United  States 
are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Though  we  may  regard  this  statement 
of  the  case  as  extravagant,  if  not  altogether  erroneous,  it  cannot  be 
concealed  that  it  has  sufficient  appearance  of  truth  on  this  side  of  the 
ocean  to  render  it  necessary  to  protect  our  commerce  by  employing  every 
pos5ible  means  of  defense.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  means,  in  adopting  this  course,  anything 
else  rather  than  a  demonstration  upon  the  sentiment  or  sensibilities  of 
Great  Britain.  It  §eeks  only,  in  a  calm  and  confidential  though  earnest 
manner,  to  prevent  an  alienation  between  the  two  countries,  which  must 
be  deeply  disastrous  to  both,  while  it  would  grieve  and  afflict  the  friends 
of  constitutional  government,  of  freedom  and  humanity  throughout  the 
world.  We  have  thought  that  we  were  securing  a  more  considerate 
view  of  our  rights  in  the  councils  of  the  British  government  with  the 
consent  of  the  British  nation.  We  are  therefore  more  earnestly  and 
sincerely,  than  ever  before,  desirous  to  avoid  new  embarrassments  with 
Great  Britain.  Her  Majesty's  government  will  do  us  great  injustice  if 
they  do  not  understand  us  as  speaking  solely  under  the  influence  of 
these  just  and  generous  sentiments. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaeles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  c6c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  521 .]  .        Depaetment  op  State, 

WasMngton,  March  23, 1863. 

SiK:  I  transmit  with  this  dispatch  a  communication  made  to  this  de- 
partment by  Mr.  Edward  Trowbridge,  giving  an  account  of  hospitalities 
shown  by  the  British  local  authorities  at  Barbadoes  to  the  piratical 
steamer  Florida.  The  facts  thus  related,  taken  together  with  the  pre- 
Tious  history  of  that  vessel,  make  out  the  following  case,  namely : 

That  the  British  government,  though  warned  during  the  progress  of 
the  transaction,  nevertheless  did  not  prevent  the  Florida  from  being 
built,  manned,  armed,  and  equipped  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  Great 
Britain,  and  sent  out  on  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
American  commercial  vessels  on  the  high  seas;  that  this  vessel  reached 
Mobile,  escaping  the  vigilance  of  the  blockading  squadron  of  the  United 
States;  that,  after  a  long  detention  there,  she  made  her  way  out  of  that 
IJort  and  captured,  on  the  high  seas,  two  unarmed  American  vessels, 
robbed  them  of  their  cargoes,  and  then  sunk  the  vessels.  Having  com- 
pleted these  acts  of  piracy,  she  ijroceeded  directly  to  the  port  of  Barba- 
does, received  there  a  shelter,  and  took  on  board  one  hundred  tons  of 
coal,  with  proAdsions  and  clothing.  It  does  not  ai)pear  that  these  sup- 
IJlies  were  furnished  to  her  on  the  plea  of  distress,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  seem  to  have  been  asked  and  conceded  upon  the  ground  that  any 
vessel  of  her  known  character  and  occupation  is  entitled  to  enter  some 
British  port  to  procure  supplies  and  provisions  once  in  every  period 
of  three  months,  without  even  entering  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
or  subjecting  or  taking  any  i)roceedings  to  subject  the  legality  of  her 
captures,  or  other  depredations,  to  trial  by  any  tribunal  in  any  country 
"whatever.  Even  if  the  United  States  could  concede  that  the  insurgents 
now  in  arms  against  them  are  a  lawful  belligerent,  they  must  still  hold 
that  for  a  friendly  nation  to  permit  such  a  belligerent  to  use  its  ports  for 
fitting  out,  supporting,  and  maintaining  cruisers  upon  the  high  seas, 
amenable  to  no  national  authority  whatever,  is  an  act  not  warranted  by 
the  laws  or  customs  of  civilized  nations. 

The  President  is  unable  to  see  in  this  transaction  anything  different 
from  a  case  of  open  piracy  rendered  effective  through  the  mistaken  tol- 
eration of  subordinate  authorities  of  the  British  government  in  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies.  No  bounds  can  be  assigned  to  the  probable 
operations  of  vessels  thus  practically  sent  forth  and  maintained  upon 
the  high  seas  by  British  subjects  through  the  mistaken  toleration  of  the 
authorities.  What  can  be  foreseen  is,  that  if  the  practice  shall  be  suf- 
fered to  continue,  it  cannot  fail  to  require  such  remedies  as  the  United 
States  shall  have  the  ability  and  the  lawful  right  to  adopt,  even  if  such 
remedies  should  unavoidably  prove  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  friendly 
nations,  or  to  the  harmony  "between  the  two  countries,  so  eminently  to 
be  desired. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

■WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&o.,  &c. 


Mr,  Trmvbridge  to  Mr.  Seward. 

]Sro.  43.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Barbadoes,  February  26, 18C3. 
Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  advise  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on 
the  24th  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  of  the  rebel  priyateer  steamer  Florida,  alias 
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Oreto,  Mafflt,  commander,  eight  gnms,  (she  reports  last  from  Mobile,)  in 
want  of  coal  and  provisions.  She  also  reported  to  the  harbor  master 
that  she  captured  and  burnt,  on  18th  instant,  fifty  miles  northeast  of 
St.  Thomas,  the  American  ship  John  (or  Jacob)  Bell,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-six  tons,  bound  from  China  to  IS'ew  York,  with  a 
valuable  cargo  of  teas  and  silks;  her  crew,  fifty  men,  were  put  on  board 
of  a  Danish  vessel  bound  for  St.  Thomas;  also  that  she  burned  one 
American  vessel  each  day  since  running  out  of  Mobile.  Immediately 
upon  her  coming  to  anchor  I  wrote  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  and 
protested,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  against  her  being  permitted 
to  remain  here,  or  to  obtain  any  supplies.  A  copy  of  said  letter,  No.  1, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith.  In  about  an  half  hour  after  the 
said  letter  was  sent  to  the  governor,  his  excellencj'^  called  upon  me  at 
the  consulate  in  person,  and  stated  that  he  had  received  my  communi- 
cation; "that  in  accordance  with  her  Majesty's  proclamation  he  could 
not  prevent  the  so-called  confederate  steamer  of  war  from  obtaining  coal 
and  provisions  suflcient  to  carry  her  to  a  port  in  her  own  country ;  that 
her  Majesty  did  not  recognize  the  steamer  as  a  privateer,  but  as  a  vessel 
of  war  belonging  to  a  belligerent  power.  He  said  Captain  Mafftt  had 
called  upon  him,  and  requested  that  he  might  be  supplied  with  ninety 
tons  coal,  which  would  take  him  to  Charleston,  to  which  he,  the  gov- 
ernor, assented.  The  governor  further  stated  to  me  that  this  vessel 
would  not  be  permitted  to  coal  again  at  this  island,  or  any  other  of  her 
Majesty's  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  for  the  space,  of  three  months, 
and  that  he  should  at  once  write  to  the  governors  of  all  the  islands  to 
this  efi'ect."  Immediately  after  this  interview  with  the  governor,  Cap- 
tain D.  H.  Blake,  of  the  American  bark  Sarah  A.  Mckels,  of  Searsport, 
called  on  me,  and  stated  that  he  was  passing  the  port  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  bound  to  Cuba  in  ballast,  and  sighting  the  rebel  steamer  he 
changed  his  course,  and  ran  into  this,  (Carlisle  Bay,)  and  came  to  anchor 
for  protection.  I  will  here  state  that  both  the  steamer  Florida  and  the  Sarah 
A.  Mckels  came  to  anchoiP  within  five  minutes  of  each  other.  Captain 
Blake  stated  to  me  that  he  wished  to  proceed  at  once  on  his  voyage,  and 
requested  that  I  would  cause  the  rebel  steamer  to  be  detained  here  till 
he  could  get  clear  of  him,  whereupon  I  wrote  a  second  dispatch  to  the 
governor,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  2)  I  also  inclose  herein,  and  also  the  gov- 
ernor's reply  to  the  same.  Immediately  after  the  governor's  reply  was 
received.  Captain  Blake  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  kindly  consenting, 
however,  to  take  a  dispatch  for  me  to  our  consul  at  St.  Thomas,  where, 
I  trust,  some  of  our  United  States  ships  of  war  may  chance  to  be.  I 
inclose,  also,  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  John  T.  Edgar,  Esq.,  consul  at  St. 
Thomas.  I  have  written  to  the  United  States  consuls  at  Martinique 
and  Demerara,  and  requested  them  to  give  the  information  of  the  rebel 
steamer  Florida  being  here  to  our  consuls  in  their  vicinities.  The'  Florida 
left  this  port  last  evening  at  7  o'clock,  having  taken  about  one  hundred 
tons  of  coal,  some  provisions,  and  some  clothing,  boldly  declaring  that 
they  would  capture  and  bnrn  every  American  vessel  that  they  fell  in 
with.  In  connection  with  the  foregoing,  I  will  state  that  the  British 
house  of  Michael  Cavan  &  Co.,  here,  seem  to  act  as  agents  for  aU  the 
rebel  steamers  Ihat  caU  here  for  coal  and  other  supplies,  they  haAang 
coaled  the  steamers  Scotia,  Pearl,  Eagle,  and  now  this  pirate  Florida. 
The  two  first  named  steamers  have  since  -been  captured  while  trying  to 
run  the  blockade  at  Charleston.  The  feeling  among  this  entire  commu- 
nity (with  one  or  two  exceptions)  is  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  South, 
and  the  success  of  the  southern  confederacy. 
The  governor  stated  to  me,  in  conversation,  that  any  United  States 
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steamers  of  war,  coining  here,  would  be  allowed  the  same  privilege  the 
Florida  had.  I  feel  that  the  thanks  of  the  government  are  due  to  Captain 
Blake  for  his  kindness  in  going  to  St.  Thomas  with  my  dispatcTi  to  the 
consul,  as  he  was  bound  direct  to  Matanzas. 

The  only  American  vessel  now  in  port  is  the  ship  Dione,  of  Boston, 
from  CaUao,  discharging  a  cargo  of  guano.  I  trust  that  my  letters  to 
the  governor  upon  this  subject  may  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  TEOWBEIDGE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


IJ"o.  1. 

Consulate  op  the  TJniteb  States, 

Barbadoes,  February  24,  1863. 

May  it  please  your  excellency,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  of  the  privateer  Florida's  arrival  at  this  port,  this 
morning,  under  the  so-called  confederate  flag — a  flag  that  is  not  recog- 
nized by  her  Majesty's  government,  or  any  other  nation — for  the  pur- 
pose, ostensibly,  of  obtaining  coal  and  provisions.  It  is  weU  known  that 
she  has,  within  the  past  two  months,  captured  and  burnt  several  United 
States  merchant  vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  which  were  engaged  in  lawful 
trade. 

There  are  now  several  United  States  merchant  vessels  in  this  port, 
one  of  them  desirous  of  leaving  this  evening. 

I  trust  that  in  view  of  these  circumstances,  and  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  pacific  and  friendly  relations  at  present  existing  between  her 
Majesty's  government  and  the  United  States,  your  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  i^reveut  this  vessel  from  obtaining  coals  here,  or  any  other 
supplies  that  will  aid  her  in  carrying  on  her  illegal  pursuits. 

I  trust  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  that  this  vessel 
shall  depart  from  this  port  at  once. 

As  representative  for  the  United  States  of  America,  I  feel  it  my  duty, 
and  do  hereby  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  against  this 
privateer  vessel  being  permitted  to  obtain  coal,  or  any  sujiplies,  contra- 
band of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  TEOWBEIDGE, 

United  States  Consul. 

James  Walker,  Esq.,  C.  B., 

Governor  General,  &c.,  &c. 


No.  2, 
Mr.  Trowbridge  to  Governor  Wq^lcer. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Barbadoes,  February  24,  1863. 
May  it  please  your  excellency.  Captain  D.  -H.  Blake,  of  the  United 
States  merchant  bark  Sarah  E.  Nickels,  came  into  this  port  this  morn- 
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ing,  from  fear  of  being  captured  by  the  so-called  confederate  steamer 
Florida.  He  is  desirous  of  departing  on  his  voyage  at  5  p.  m.  1  would, 
therefore,  most  respectfully  request  that  your  excellency  -wlII  cause  the 
steamer  Florida  to  remain  at  anchor  in  this  port  until  to-morrow  evening 
at  5  p.  m. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  TEOWBEIDGE, 

United  States  Consul. 
James  Walkek,  Esq.,  0.  B., 

Governor  General,  cfcc,  c6c. 


Mr.  Solligan  to  Mr.  Trowiriclge. 

Sbcketaky's  Office,  February  25,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  his  excellency  required  of  the  com- 
niander  of  the  Florida  that  he  should  not  proceed  to  sea  until  twenty- 
four  hours  should  have  elapsed  after  the  departure  of  the  bark  Sarah 
A.  Kickels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  HOLLIGAN, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
E.  TEOWBEIDGE,  Esq., 

Consul  for  the  United  States  of  America. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHINGTON,  March  25, 1863. 

SiE :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me  on  the  i6th  of  last  month,  respecting  the  reception  of  the  Oreto 
or  Florida  at  Nassau,  and  to  my  answer,  dated  the  19th  of  the  same 
month,  I  beg  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  dispatch  and  its  enclosures 
which  I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  from  the  governor  of  the  Ba- 
hama Islands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYOES. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c.,  &e.,  &c. 


Governor  Bayley  to  Lord  Lyons. 

GOTEENMENT  HOUSE, 

Nassau,  Bahamas,  March  11,  1863. 

My  Loed:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  lordship's  dispatch, 
inclosing  a  complaint  from  the  United  States  consul  at  this  port  to  Mr. 
Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  undue  advantages  alleged  to 
have  been  given  to  the  confederate  steamer  Florida  in  this  harbor. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  undue  advantages  were  accorded  to 
the  Florida.  She  arrived  in  our  harbor,  having  steamed  over  the  bars 
without  a  pilot,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  January.  I  was 
not  awiire  of  it  till  8  or  9  o'clock  a.  m.  About  that  hour  Captain  Maffit 
called  (I  think  in  company  with  the  fort  adjutant)  to  explain  that  he 
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was  ignorant  of  my  proclamation  requiring  that  permission  sliould  be 
formally  asked  before  any  man-of-war  belonging  to  either  of  the  two 
belligerents  could  enter  the  harbor.  I  did  not  see  him,  but  in  a  very 
short  time  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  of  which  I  transmit  your  lordshiii 
a  copy,  along  Avith  the  copy  of  the  memorandum  indorsed  on  it  by 
myself  before  I  sent  it  to  the  colonial  secretary.  The  Florida  remained 
in  harbor  about  twenty-six  hours,  during  which  time  I  neither  spoke  to 
uor  saw  Captain  Mafiit. 

So  far  from  any  advantage  having  been  accorded  to  the  Florida  which 
was  not  accorded  to  United  States  A^essels,  she  did  not  receive  privileges 
equal  to  those  which  I  granted  to  the  United  States  gunboat  Stars  and 
Stripes.  That  A^essel  entered  the  harbor  without  permission,  (AArhieh 
she  asked  for  after  she  had  come  in.)  Her  commander  then  asked  for 
an  extension  of  the  permission,  which  I  also  accorded,  and  she  remained 
in  harbor,  if  I  remember  rightly,  three  or  four  days  for  the  alleged  pur- 
pose of  undergoing  repairs. 

I  regret  that  the  Secretary  of  State  should  have  given  credence  to  the 
misrepresentations  of  a  person  of  such  infirm  judgment  and  excitable 
judgment  as  Mr.  Whiting  has  proved  himself  to  be. 
I  have,  &c., 

0.  J.  BAYLET,  Governor. 

LoKD  Utons. 


CONPEDEEATE  STATES  StEAMES,  FlOEIDA,' 

«  Nassau,  January  26,  1863. 

SiE :  As  this  vessel  is  in  distress  for  the  want  of  coal,  I  very  respect- 
fully request  permission  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  same, 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  N".  MAFFIT, 
Confederate  States  Wavy,  Commanding. 

His  Excellency  the  Goveenoe, 

Ifeio  Providence. 

[Copy.] 

I  grant  this  request  under  the  circumstances,  thereby  according  to  a 
confederate  steamer  the  sameprivileges  which  I  have  formerly  granted  to 
federal  steamers.  But  the  irregularity  in  delaying  to  makS  this  request 
should  be  pointed  out,  and  the  pilot  called  on  to  explain  how  he  permit- 
ted the  Florida  without  my  permission. 

C.  J.  BATLEY. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'So.  332.]  Depaetment  ,  of  State, 

Washington-,  March  28,  1863. 
SiE:  I  inclose  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  note  of  the  25th 
instant,  from  Lord  Lyons,  Avith  a  copy  of  the  papers  Avhich  accompanied 
it,  relative  to  the  reception  of  the  Oreto  or  Florida  at  Nassau. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chakles  FeAjscis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

[For  note  inclosed  see  preceding  note  of  Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward 
of  March  25,  1863.] 


624  EEBEL   CRUISERS. 

Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

[Extracts.] 

Ko.  359.]  LEe-ATioN  of  the  Uniteb  States, 

London,  March  28, 1863. 

Sik:  In  transmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  The  Morning  Star  of  to-day, 
containing  a  report  of  the  debate  of  last  evening  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, I  can  only  express  my  regret  that  the  substance  of  it  should  fall 

so  far  short  of  what  I  had  been  led  to  expect. 

******** 

The  result  is  rather  to  undo  in  the  popular  mind  the  effect  of  Lord 
Russell's  speech  than  to  confirm  it.  En  truth,  this  exhibition  furnishes 
another  illustration  of  the  horizontal  manner  in  which  our  struggle  is 
dividing  opinion  in  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parlimentary  and  Judicial  Appendix  'So.  9.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  13, 1863. 
My  Lokd  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  Rear- Admi- 
ral Wilkes  and  the  governor  of  the  British  island  of  Barbados,  relative 
to  an  alleged  disregard,  by  the  latter,  of  her  Majesty's  orders  in  permit- 
ting the  insurgent  steamer  Florida,  MafQt,  commander,  to  take  in  a  sup- 
ply of  coal  at  that  island,  after  having  taken  in  a  full  supply  at  Nassau 
only  thirty  days  before. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lokd  Lyons,  (fee,  (fee,  t&c. 


,  Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department,  April  6, 1863. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  perusal,  and  such  action  as 
you  may  deem  proper,  the  accompanying  dispatches,  Nos.  19  and  24, 
from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  with  copies  of  correspondence 
between  him  and  Governor  Walker  at  Barbados. 

I  desire  to  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  here  disclosed 
of  the  manner  in  which  her  Majesty's  proclamation  is  observed  and 
regarded,  especially  in  permitting  the  rebel  privateer  Florida  to  coal  in 
full  at  Nassau  with  a  supply  of  160  tons,  and  in  thirty  days  thereafter 
to  again  receive  a  supply  at  Barbados,  against  protest  of  the  American 
consul. 

Hoping  these  infractions  may  receive  imrticular  consideration,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  &c. 


GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Rear-Admiral  Wilkes  to  Mr.  Welles. 

No.  19.]  United  States  Flag-  Steamship  Yandeebilt, 

At  Barbados,  W.  I.,  March  7,  1863. 

SiE  :  A  few  hours  before  I  joined  the  Vanderbilt,  I  learned  that  the 
Florida  had  been  left  at  Barbados  by  an  American  brig,  and  was  to  take 
in  coal  and  supplies,  and  sail  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Although  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  of  her  visiting  an  English  port  in 
less  than  thirty  days  after  having  coaled  at  Nassau,  1  felt  satisfied  that 
the  statement  of  the  captain  of  the  brig  was  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
Wachusett  and  Oneida  being  under  repairs  and  coaling,  I  lost  no  time 
in  joining  the  Vanderbilt,  on  board  of  which  vessel  I  immediately  shifted 
my  flag,  and  passed  around  Puerto  Eico  to  the  Mona  passage  to  meet 
the  Alabama  at  the  place  appointed  by  Captains  Baldwin  and  Nichols 
as  a  rendezvous.  Thence  we  made  all  haste  for  the  island  of  Gaudaloupe, 
Pointa  Petoe,  but  they  had  no  news  of  the  Florida  at  Barbados.  We 
then  passed  along  Dominico,  and  also  Martinique,  communicating  with 
the  latter,  and  thence  direct  to  this  island,  where  I  was  informed  by  our 
consul,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  of  all  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Florida 
had  been  permitted  to  enter  and  coal,  by  the  permission  of  the  gover- 
nor of  the  island. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  had  made  a  strong  protest  to  the  governor  against 
the  Florida  being  permitted  to  take  in  coal  and  repair.  He  has  for- 
warded the  protest  as  well  as  the  result  of  his  interview,  which  the  gov- 
ernor sought,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  I  presume  you  will  have 
received  ere  this  dispatch  reaches  you.  I  immediately  determined  to 
call  upon  the  governor,  and  sent  on  shore  to  ask  the  hour  he  would 
receive  me.  I  was  courteously  received.  At  the  interview  I  stated  to 
him  the  facts  as  to  the  Florida  having  coaled  at  Nassau,  and  my  sur- 
prise that  he  should  have  permitted  such  an  infraction  of  her  Majesty's 
rules,  established  for  the  belligerents.  He  at  first  said  he  had  no  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter,  and  as  he  had  before  given  permission  to  the  San 
Jacinto  to  coal  and  repair,  without  inquiryj  he  had  done  the  same  in  the 
case  of  the  Florida  when  it  was  asked  of  him.  The  news  of  the  coaling 
of  the  Florida  at  Nassau  became  public  two  days  after  she  left,  but- 
was  credibly  informed,  coming  indeed  from  one  of  the  governor's  coun- 
cil, that  the  governor  had  stated  before  the  council  that  he  had  informa- 
tion of  it  when  the  Florida  arrived.  Maffilj  received  a  welcome  from 
the  governor,  and  his  hospitality.  He,  Mafiit,  informed  the  governor  of 
his  cruise,  of  the  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell  and  other  vessels,  of 
which  he  boasted,  gave  out  that  it  was  his  intention  to  depredate  on 
our  commerce,  not  in  this  vicinity,  but  at  some  thousands  of  miles  dis- 
tant. 

The  governor's  answers  to  my  interrogatories  were  cautious,  and  at 
times  confused,  particularly  when  I  inquired  into  his  reasons  for  not 
making  an  investigation  into  the  facts  of  the  Florida,  when  his  atten- 
tion had  been  specially  called  to  it  by  the  protest  of  the  American  con- 
sul, our  only  representative  at  this  island.  He  at  last  said  it  was 
deemed  by  him  to  be  no  part  of  his  daty ;  throughout  the  whole  inter- 
view with  him  he  seemed  nervous  and  uneasy. 

In  the  conversation  he  told  me  that  since  the  Florida  sailed,  he  had 
dispatched  circulars  to  all  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  relative  to  the 
San  Jacinto  and  Florida  having  coaled  at  his  island ;  but  on  inquiry,  if 
Nassau  and  Bermuda  had  been  included,  he  applied  to  his  secretary, 
who  answered  him  in  the  negative;  at  which  I  expressed  my  surprise 
40  A  C— TOL.  II 
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as  they  were  the  two  most  important  points,  and  furnished  the  largest 
trade  in  contrabands  and  were  strong  sympathizers  with  the  rebels.  I 
endeavored  to  press  upon  him  a  reply  to  my  question  if  he  had  not 
received  information  of  the  Florida's  coaling  at  Nassau,  for  I  was  sat- 
isfied that  such  had  been  the  case,  and  that  Mafat  had  brought  letters 
and  dispatches  for  him,  or  others  connected  with  the  government  from 
Nassau,  as  there  was  no  other  way  by  which  he  could  possibly  have  ob- 
tained information.  Finally  I  said  to  him  that  I  should  address  him  a 
dispatch  that  afternoon,  and  would  request  a  prompt  answer  to  it,  as  I 
intended  to  leave  the  port  at  the  allotted  time  of  her  Majesty's  rules. 
This  I  did,  and  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  it,  together  with  the  gover- 
nor's reply,  which  will  give  you  the  demand  I  made  upon  him  and  his 
evasive  answer ;  our  consul,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  Captain  Baldwin  of  the 
VanderbUt,  and  Lieutenant  Todd,  my  flag  lieutenant,  being  present. 
Maffit  gave  out  that  he  was  from  Mobile,  making  no  mention  of  having 
made  a  visit  to  Havana.  There  evidently  has  been  a  connivance  be- 
tween the  governor  of  Nassau  and  the  governor  of  this  island,  by  letter 
or  dispatches  brought  by  Maffit  himself,  and  which  admitted  him  to  coal, 
&c.,  &c.,  in  direct  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  and  rules. 

After  the  receipt  of  the  governor's  dispatch  I  deemed  it  not  worth 
while  to  ask  any  extension  of  the  rules,  to  stay  and  answer  it,  or  to 
enter  into  any  argument  as  to  his  course  in  aiding  and  abetting  the 
rebels,  as  I  well  knew  it  would  not  result  in  anything;  but  in  this  case 
the  sympathy  and  aid  has  been  carried  further,  and  with  an  auda- 
city that  was  not  to  be  expected  of  any  official  of  her  Majesty,  except- 
ing Governor  Baily,  of  Nassau,  who  has  identified  himself  with  the  con- 
traband trade;  that  it  has  become  almost  a  byword. 

I  flatter  myself  that  my  visit  wiU  be  of  some  service  in  arresting  this 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels,  preventing,  in  future,  the  infraction  of  the 
rules  of  her  Majesty.  Since  1  have  been  in  command  of  this  squadron 
not  a  single  pound  of  coal  has  been  taken  from  a  British  port.  Nor 
have  any  of  the  vessels  been  permitted  to  enter  or  anchor  off  their  ports, 
yet  we  have  maintained  a  strict  watch  over  these  localities.  It  would 
be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  our  operations  if  the  British  government 
would  establish  a  mode  by  which  the  information  could  be  more  rapidly 
conveyed  to  the  several  islands  of  the  rebel  vessels  coaling  at  their 
ports.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  their  doing  it,  for  they  have  increased 
theiir  force  very  much  in  the  West  Indies  of  late,  and  the  information 
could  be  very  readily  sent  by  their  small  men  of  war.  If  it  is  not  done 
by  them,  I  shall  manage  to  inform  our  consuls  of  the  fact  of  their  being 
supplied,  although  it  wUl  inconvenience  my  operations  somewhat. 

The  Gemsbok,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  reported  to  me  at  St.  Thomas, 
having  exchanged  her  stone  ballast  for  that  of  coal,  at  Key  West,  which 
I  intend  to  have  as  a  reserve,  to  supply  the  vessels,  should  it  be  neces- 
sary, at  some  distant  point.  In  the  mean  time  she  was  ordered  to  take 
up  the  line  of  cruising  of  the  Shepherd  Knapp  on  the  route  of  the 
homeward-bound  vessels,  prepared  to  use  such  disguises  as  her  com- 
mander might  think  fit  to  deceive  the  rebel  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  WILKES, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commamding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Rear-Admiral  Wilkes  to  Governor  Walker. 

United  States  Flag  Steamship  Vakdeebilt, 

Carlisle  Bay,  Barbados,  March  6,  1863. 

Sib  :  In  our  interview  this  morning,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  state  to 
you  the  object  of  my  visit  to  this  island,  viz.,  to  inquire  into  the  infrac- 
tion of  her  Majesty's  orders  relative  to  the  admission  of  the  rebel  priva- 
teer the  Florida,  MafBt  commander,  into  this  port,  being  permitted  to 
take  in  a  supply  of  coal,  after  having  obtained  a  full  supply  (one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  tons)  but  thirty  days  since  at  Nassau,  on  the  27th  Jan- 
uary, 1863,  of  which  fact  I  presumed  your  excellency  must  have  received 
notice,  if  not  offtciaUy,  at  least  through  the  public  prints,  and  the  avowal 
on  the  part  of  said  Mafilt,  whUe  in  this  harbor,  that  he  had^lone  so  and 
had  destroyed  varioua  American  merchant  vessels  whilst  pursuing  their 
lawful  voyages  on  the  high  seas,  and  that  he  intended  to  depredate  on 
the  same  again,  on  leaving  this  port,  though  not  in  this  immediate 
vicinity. 

The  language  "of  Earl  Russell's  dispatch,  her  Majesty's  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  Duke  of  Ifewcastle,  her  Majesty's  secre- 
tary of  state  for  the  colonies,  dated  31st  January,  1862,  seems  to  be 
explicit  on  this  point,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
part  which  particularly  refers  to  it,  viz :  "  No  ships  of  war  or  privateer 
of  either  belligerent  shall  hereafter  be  permitted,  while  ia  any  port, 
roadstead,  or  waters,  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Maj- 
esty, to  take  in  any  supplies,  except  provisions,  and  such  other  things 
as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew ;  and  except  so  much 
coal  only  as  may  be  suflcient  to  caiTy  such  vessel  to  the  nearest  port 
of  her  own  country,  or  to  some  nearer  destination,  and  no  coal  shall  be 
again  supplied  to  any  such  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  in  the  same  or  any 
other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the  territorial  jlirisdiction  of 
her  Majesty,  without  special  permission,  until  after  the  expiration  of 
three  months  from  the  time  when  such  coal  may  have  been  last  supplied 
to  her,  within  British  waters  as  aforesaid.". 

In  the  conversation  this  morning  I  understood  your  excellency  to  say 
that  you  had  given  ydur  permission  without  any  inquiry  as  to  whether 
the  said  privateer  Florida  had  obtained  any  supplies  elsewhere,  or  not, 
although  your  attention  was  called  to  her  suspicious  character  by  the 
United  States  consul  at  this  port,  under  protest,  that  she  had  and  was 
about  to  use  the  supply  offered  to  her  of  coal  to  depredate  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  which  supply  was  clearly  intended  by  the 
above  dispatch  of  Earl  EusseU  only  to  enable  her  to  reach  a  home  port, 
and  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  you  should  institute  any  such 
inquiries.  The  knowledge  of  the  depredations  of  the  Florida  had 
become  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown,  and  mentioned  in  the 
protest  of  the  United  States  consul,  and  I  could  not  avoid  surprise  to 
learn  from  your  excellency  that  no  investigation  had  been  ordered,  by 
which  the  facts  would  have  been  elicited,  and  action  taken  on  them  by 
which  an  infraction  of  her  Majesty's  regulations  was  then  taking  place 
and  been  proved.  Your  excellency's  excuse  that  you  had  received  no 
official  communication  from  the  governor  of  Nassau  of  the  fact  of  her 
visiting  that  colony,  for  not  stopping  and  denying  the  Florida  coal  and 
supplies,  I  scarcely  believe  will  be  deemed  satisfactory  to  yours  or  to 
my  government.  The  United  States  are  endeavoring  to  act  up  to  and 
carry  out  the  literal  construction  of  her  Majesty's  rules  prescribed  for 
the  beUigerents,  and  it  cannot  but  seem  to  you,  that  with  this  desire, 
and  reposing  full  faith  in  all  of  her  Majesty's  officers,  who  are  bound  to 
carry  out  these  rules  in  their  spirit  and  literal  construction,  that  my 
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government  should  deem  this  act  of  supplying  a  rebel  privateer  with 
aid  to  carry  out  her  nefarious  operations  against  its  commerce,  when 
passing  on  the  high  seas,  at  some  thousands  of  miles  distant,  as  your 
excellency  stated  said  Mafdt  had  informed  you  was  his  intention,  with- 
out which  aid  the  rebel  privateer  would  have  been  comparatively  harm- 
less, and  when  appiisfed  of  his  intention  without  any  action  on  your 
part  of  examination  and  inquiry  was  both  untoward  and  unfriendly. 

Having  stated  these  facts,  I  have  to  request  your  excellency  will 
afford  me  the  opportunity  of  laying  before  my  government  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Florida  was  permitted  to  take  in  a  supply  of 
coal  and  provisions  to  continue  her  cruise  and  ^perations,  after  having 
so  recently  coaled  and  provisioned  at  Kassau,  one  of  her  Majesty's  col- 
onies in  the  West  Indies,  ample  time  having  been  afforded,  some  thirty 
days,  for  the  information  to  have  reached  this  island  and  government. 
And  if  any  cause  existed  why  an  investigation  was  not  instituted 
after  the  letter  to  your  excellency  was  received  from  the  United  States 
consul,  the  resident  official  of  my  government  at  this  island,  when  the 
Florida  was  lying  in  these  waters  under  your  jurisdiction. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  express  to  your  excellency  my  thanks  for  your 
kind  offer  of  aid  and  assistance ;  being  in  want  of  nothing,  we  shall  take 
our  departure  on  the  expiration  of  the  limit  assigned  in  her  Majesty's 
rules,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  receive  your  excellency's  reply  to  this  dis- 
patch ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's 
very  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  WILKES, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

To  his  Excellency  Goveknoe  Walker,  <S;e.,  &c., 

Barbados  and  adjacent  islands. 


Governor  Walker  to  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes. 

GOTBENMENT  HOTJSE, 

Barbados,  March  7, 1863 — 10.35  a.  m. 

SiE :  I  have  had  the  honor  this  moment  to  receive  your  excellency's 
letter  of  yesterday's  date,  with  a  verbal  intimation  to  the  effect  that  you 
are  to  sail  at  11  o'clock. 

Even  if  time  permitted,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  be 
desirable  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  your  excellency  upon  the 
points  adverted  to  in  your  commimication,  beyond  repeating  the  assur- 
ance which  I  have  already  conveyed  to  you  personally  of  my  desire  to 
carry  out  most  faithfully  the  instructions  which  I  have  received  from 
her  Majesty's  government  as  to  the  observance  of  a  due  neutrality  dur- 
ing this  painful  struggle,  and  that  in  sanctioning  the  coaling  here  of  the 
Florida  I  did  no  more  than  what  I  had  sanctioned  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  steamer  of  war  San  Jacinto. 

It  wiU  of  course  be  my  duty  to  forward  your  representation  to  her 
Majesty's  government,  to  whom  Ihad  already  reported  thefact  of  theFlor- 
ida  as  well  as  the  San  Jacinto  having  been  allowed  to  repair  and  coal  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servant, 

JAS.  WALKEE. 

His  Excellency  Reae-Admieal  Wilkes, 

Gomma/nder  in  Ghief  of  the  United  States  Naval  Forces^ 

West  Indies,  United  States  steamship  Vanderbilt. 
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[This  letter  was  sent  separate  from  any  dispa'ch  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.] 

Floeida,  at  sea,  April  25,  1863. 

Mt  Dear  Bullock  :  By  several  questionable  chances  I  have  written 
yon  a  few  hasty  lines  that  you  might  know  of  and  about  us  and  so  report 
to  the  department. 

My  escapes  from  great  odds  have  been  numerous,  as  no  less  than  sis- 
teen  were  after  us  at  the  same  time,  and  I  burned  vessels  in  the  track. 

On  the  6th,  burned  Lapwing,  Aldebaran,  J.  M.  Alcord,  Star  of  Peace ; 
April  18,  New  York  ship  Commonwealth,  worth  $352,000;  April  23. 
Baltimore  bark  Henrietta ;  April  24,  New  Bedford  ship  Oneida,  (tea !) 
worth  $760,000. 

Have  seventy  prisoners  on  board,  two  ladies  among  them.  The  Flor- 
ida has  thus  far  done  her  duty.  Six  million  doUars  wiU  not  make  good 
the  devastation  this  steamer  has  committed.  WOl  have  to  quit  the 
line,  as  quite  a  fleet  is  on  the  way  to  destroy. 

All  well  on  board,  and  you  wiU.  oblige  by  reporting  success  thus  far. 

'Tis  seventy  days  since  we've  seen  the  land.    God  bless  you. 

Tours  truly,  M. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

No.  454.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States,  . 

London,  July  16, 1863. 

At  the  same  time  I  transmitted  two  depositions,  furnished  to  me  by 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Hen- 
rietta. 

»  *  #  *  *  *  »      ■ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  • 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 
LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  July  7, 1863. 
My  Lord:     ****** 
I  have  the  honor  at  the  same  time  to  annex  copies  of  two  other  depo- 
sitions, furnished  to  me  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 
pool, relating  to  the  same  general  subject,  marked  B. 

*  *.  *  ,  *  *  *  * 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Exjssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


B. 

Affidavit  of  John  Trader. 

ly  John  Trader,  at  present  on  board  the  bark  Eegatta,  now  lying  in 
the  Queen's  dock  in  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  seaman,  make 
oath  and  say :  ,     ,   „      . 

On  the  18th  day  of  March  last  I  joined  at  Baltimore  the  bark  Henri- 
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etta,  Captain  Brown,  master,  as  boy  on  a  voyage  from  Baltimore  to  Eio, 
"with  a  cargo  of  flour,  and  two  gentlemen  and  one  lady,  with  three  chil- 
dren, as  passengers. 

We  left  Baltimore  on  the  20th  of  March,  and  proceeded  on  our  voyage, 
and  on  the  23d  of  AprU,  when  about  fifty-six  miles  south  of  the  Equator, 
we  were  becalmed,  and  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  a  strange 
vessel  astern  of  us ;  she  had  all  her  saUs  furled,  and  appeared  to  be 
making  toward  us  under  steam,  and  between  5  and  6  o'clock  she  came 
up  to  us,  and  when  about  forty  to  fifty  yards  from  us,  she  hailed  us  and 
asked  where  we  were  bound  to  and  where  from.  Our  captain  told  him. 
The  strange  vessel  was  flying  the  American  colors,  the  officer  on  board 
the  strange  vessel  sang  out  to  back  our  mainyard,  and  he  would  send 
some  one  on  board.  We  backed  the  mainyard,  and  the  stranger  then 
sent  off  a  boat  which  came  alongside  of  us.  An  officer  and  several  men 
then  came  on  board ;  they  -were  all  armed  with  revolvers  and  swords ; 
they  told  us  to  get  ready  to  go  on  board  of  their  vessel.  AU  the  seamen 
of  the  Henrietta,  except  myself,  went  into  the  boat,  and  were  taken  to 
the  stranger.  Aoiother  boat  then  came  off  from  the  stranger  and  took 
me,  the  two  mates,  and  the  steward,  off  to  the  ship.  When  we  got  on 
board  the  stranger  we  were  put  into  irons,  and  remained  on  deck.  We 
found  some  ten  or  twelve  prisoners ;  they  were  all  in  irons.  Another 
boat  was  sent  from  the  stranger  and  fetched  the  captain  and  passengers, 
and  they  were  brought  on  board,  but  they  were  not  put  in  irons.  Our 
mates  were  put  into  irons  at  first,  but  they  were  afterward  taken  off. 

About  one  hour  after  we  came  on  board  the  stranger  we  saw  our  ship 
was  on  fire,  and  I  also  noticed  that  the  stranger  was  flying  the  southern 
colors,  and  that  the  American  colors  she  had  been  flying  when  she  hailed 
us  had  been  hauled  down,  and  about  this  time  I  heard  that  the  stranger 
was  the  Florida. 

When  the  fire  had  got  a  good  hold  of  the  Henrietta,  the  Florida  steamed 
away  and  then  lay-to  for  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning  we  got  up  steam  and  steamed  down  toward 
our  vessel,  which  we  passed ;  she  was  then  nearly  burnt  down  to  the 
water's  edge.  After  cruising  about  we  saw  a  strange  sail,  and  made  for  _ 
her.  She  was  an  English  vessel  bound,  I  think,  for  Liverpool.  One  of  ' 
the  officers  of  the  Florida  hailed  her,  and  asked  her  master  if  he  could 
take  any  passengers ;  he  said  yes,  but  he  would  want  a  barrel  of  bread 
and  a  barrel  of  beef  to  be  put  on  board  first  for  every  one  taken.  We 
then  steamed  off,  and  about  8  or  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  saw  another 
sail,  and  in  about  two  or  three  hours  we  came  u])  with  her.  She  was 
hailed,  and  turned  out  to  be  an  American  ship  called  the  Oneida,  bound 
to  New  York  from  Shanghae  with  tea.  The  Florida  was  flying  the 
American  colors.  The  Oneida  was  ordered  to  lie-to,  and  a  boat  was  sent 
off  from  the  Florida  to  the  Oneida  with  an  armed  crew.  We  were  on 
deck  and  could  see  what  took  place.  When  the  boat's  crew  had  got  on 
board  the  Oneida  the  Florida  hoisted  the  southern  flag,  and  the  Oneida 
hauled  down  her  American  flag ;  the  Florida's  boats  brought  off  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  Oneida.  The  crew  were  put  into  irons  immedi- 
ately they  came  on  board.  The  Oneida  was  then  set  fire  to.  When  the 
fire  had  got  good  hold  of  the  vessel  we  steamed  away  from  her,  and  con- 
tinued to  cruise  about.  We  then  saw  another  sail,  which  we  made  for, 
and  on  coming  up  to  her  we  found  she  was  a  French  bark  bound  to 
ISTew  South  Wales.  She  was  hailed  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Florida, 
and  told  to  back  her  mainyard.  We  could  not  make  him  understand. 
A  boat  was  sent  off  to  her,  and  Captain  Brown,  our  captain,  and  one  of 
our  men,  Peter  Brown,  who  went  as  an  interpreter,  went  on  board.    Our 
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captain  told  us  he  was  going  to  see  if  he  could  get  a  passage  for  all, 
himself  and  his  crew  and  passengers.  In  about  half  an  hour  our  captain 
returned  and  told  us  that  the  Frenchman  would  only  take  six,  and  the 
captain  and  the  mates  and  passengers  and  the  captain  of  the  Oneida 
went  on  board  the  Frenchman.  The  seaman  Peter  Brown  also  remained 
on  board  the  Frenchman.  After  we  got  rid  of  these  parties  we  proceeded 
to  cruise  about  again,  and  on  the  following  morning  we  came  across  the 
Danish  brig  Ceres,  bound  for  Gibraltar,  and  I,  and  H.  Gr.  Wagner,  and 
William  Evans,  and  John  Short,  and  the  cook  were  put  on  board  of  her. 
We  remained  on  board  of  this  ship  until,  her  provisions  running  short,  I, 
and  Wagner,  and  Evans,  and  Short  were  put  on  board  the  Eegatta, 
bound. for  Liverpool,  where  I  arrived  yesterday,  but  Wagner  and  Evans 
were  put  on  board  the  Inca,  also  bound"  for  Liverpool,  as  our  water  was 
running  short. 

JOHN  TEADEE. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  5th  day  of  June, 
1863,  before  me. 

JOHK  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  the 

Courts  of  Exchequer  or  Pleas. 


Affidavit  of  Henry  George  Wagner. 

I,  Henry  George  Wagner,  atj  present  on  board  the  bark  Inca  of 
Liverpool,  now  lying  in  the  King's  dock  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  seaman,-  make  oath  and  say : 

1.  In  the  month  of  March  last  I  shipped  at  Baltimore  on  board  the 
bark  Henrietta  of  Baltimore,  G.  D.  Brown  master,  for  a  voyage  to 
Eio.  The  Henrietta  was  a  vessel  of  440  tons,  and  we  had  a  crew  of 
thirteen  all  told,  and  a  Mr.  Eoberts,'  a  Mr.  Morris,  and  a  lady  of  the  name 
of  Florence  with  her  three  children,  were  passengers. 

2.  Oh  the  20th  March  we  sailed  from  Baltimore,  and  proceeded  on  our 
voyage  without  anything  happening  until  the  23d  of  April ;  we  were 
then  about  fifty-six  mUes  south  of  the  Equator,  and  were  becalmed,  when 
at  4  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  a  strange  sail  to  the  stern  of  us.  The 
stranger  had  no  sails  set  but  was  under  steam,  and  about  5  or  6  o'clock 
the  stranger  came  up  with  us.  She  had  the  American  flag  flying  at  the 
fore  royal  masthead,  and  nothing  at  the  peak.  She  hailed  us,  and  asked 
us  where  we  were  from,  and  where  bound  to.  We  told  him,  and  he  then 
sung  out  to  us  to  back  our  mainyard,  and  he  would  send  his  boat  along- 
side. Captain  Brown  refused  to  back  his  mainyard.  The  stranger  then 
lowered  three  boats,  and  came  alongside  and  boarded  us.  There  were 
four  officers  and  twelve  men.  They  were  all  armed  with  revolvers  and 
cutlasses. 

3.  When  they  came  on  board,  they  asked  Captain  Brown  for  his  papers 
and  irons.  The  captain  said  he  had  no  papers,  but  he  told  them  where 
the  irons  were.  Captain  Brown  was  then  ordered  into  one  of  the  boats, 
and  the  two  mates  and  the  passengers  also  went  into  the  same  boat  on 
board  the  stranger.  I  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  Henrietta  were 
then  ordered  into  another  of  the  boats,  and  Were  rowed  to  thfe  stranger. 
When  we  got  under  her  stern,  the  stranger  hoisted  the  southern  flag. 
We  then  went  on  board  the  stranger,  and  I  and  the  rest  of  the  seamen 
were  put  in  irons. 
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4.  The  other  of  the  stranger's  boats  brought  the  captain  and  the  pas- 
sengers' clothes,  chronometer,  charts,  and  other  things,  but  they  did  not 
bring  our  things.  I  only  got  an  old  shirt  and  a  pair  of  old  trousers  be- 
yond what  I  stood  up  in,  when  taken  out  of  my  ship. 

6.  After  the  boats  had  all  come  from  our  ship,  and  we  had  been  on 
board  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  I  saw  the  flames  coming  up  out  of 
the  cabin  windows  of  the  Henrietta,  and  I  then  knew  she  had  been.fired. 
The  stranger,  as  soon  as  she  saw  the  ship  was  burning,  put  off  from  her, 
and  went  about  ten  miles  away  and  then  laid-to. 

6.  We  were  on  deck,  and  could  see  our  ship  burning  untU  about  3  in 
the  morning,  when  the  fire  went  out  about  half-past  5  or  6  o'clock.  The 
stranger,  whose  name  we  now  learned  was  the  Florida,  steamed  jpast  our 
vessel,  which  was  burned  almost  to  the  water's  edge. 

7.  After  we  had  passed  our  ship  the  Florida  continued  to  cruise  about, 
and  just  afterward  we  hailed  a  strange  saU,  which  turned  out  to  be  an. 
English  bark,  bound  to  Liverpool  from  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Captain 
of  the  Florida  asked  him  if  he  would  like  any  passengers,  but  the  master 
of. the  bark  said  he  could  not  do  so.  We  then  continued  cruising 
about  flying  the  American  colors,  and  about  8  o'clock  on  the  24th  of 
AprU  a  sail  was  seen  to  the  northwest  of  us,  and  we  then  made  for  her 
and  overhauled  her  about  10  o'clock.  She  was  hailed,  and  answered  that 
she  was  the  Oneida  of  New  Bedford,  bound  to  New  York  firom  Shanghae, 
and  loaded  with  tea.  The  captain  of  the  Florida  then  ordered  three 
boats  and  crew  to  go  on  board  of  the  Oneida,  which  they  did,  and  after 
bringing  the  captain  and  crew  of  sixteen  in  all  on  board,  the  ship  was 
set  fire  to.  We  lay  by  until  the  lower  sails  had  caught,  and  the  Florida 
then  steamed  away. . 

8.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  spoke  a  strange  bark  which 
turned  out  to  be  from  Bordeaux  bound  for  New  South  Wales,  and  one 
of  the  Florida's  boats  took  Captain  Brown,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Hen- 
rietta, Peter  Brown,  and  went  on  board  the  Frenchman.  Our  captain 
told  us  he  was  going  to  see  if  the  French  captain  would  take  all  of  us 
and  the  passengers  on  board.  When  our  captain  came  back,  he  told  us 
that  the  Frenchman  could  not  take  the  crew,  but  that  he,  the  master 
and  passengers  and  one  of  the  boys,  the  captain's  son,  and  the  captain 
and  mate  of  the  Oneida,  were  going  on  board,  and  they  subsequently 
went  on  board.  Peter  Brown,  one  of  our  seamen,  also  went  on  board. 
He  acted  as  interpreter. 

9.  The  Florida,  after  she  had  put  the  captain  of  the  Henrietta  and 
Oneida  and  the  others  on  board  of  the  Frenchman,  lay-to  until  daylight 
of  the  next  day,  which  was  the  25th  of  AprU.  In  the  morning  of  that 
day,  about  8  o'clock,  a  strange  sail  was  seen  which  we  made  for  under 
all  steam,  and  after  running  after  her  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  an- 
other sail  came  in  sight,  and  we  then  ran  for  her,  and  spoke  her.  She 
turned  out  to-be  the  Danish  brig  Ceres,  bound  for  Gibraltar  for  orders. 
The  first  lieutenant  of  the  Florida  hailed  her,  and  asked  her  if  she  could 
take  any  passengers.  The  master  of  the  Ceres  said  he  could  take  five, 
and  the  captain  of  the  Florida  then  sent  me  and  John  Shutt,  and  William 
Evans,  John  Trader,  and  our  cook,  in  one  of  the  Florida's  boats  on  board 
the  Ceres.  I  remained  on  board  the  Ceres  until  the  2d  of  May,  when 
our  provisions  running  short,  the  captain  of  the  Ceres  spoke  the  English 
bark  Eegatta,  bound  for  Liverpool,  and  I  and  William  Evans,  and  John 
Shutt,  and  John  Trader,  were  put  on  board  the  Eegatta. 

10.  On  the  18th  May,  the  Eegatta's  water  running  short,  I  and  William 
Evans  were  put  on  board  the  Inca,  which  we  had  previously  spoken,  and 
we  arrived  in  Liverpool  yesterday. 
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During  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  in  the  Florida  we  were  left  on  the 
deck  and  in  irons,  and  when  we  went  on  board  we  found  some  fourteen 
or  fifteen  other  prisoners. 

11.  The  Florida  carried  two  large  pivot  guns,  one  forward  and  one  aft, 
and  she  had  three  large  guns  on  each  side.  The  crew  was  a  mixed  one, 
most  of  them  being  Irishmen.  They  numbered  I  should  think  about 
130.  We  were*asked  to  join  the  Florida,  and  were  offered  $22  a  month, 
$50  bounty,  and  a  share  of  prize  money,  but  we  refused  to  join  under 
any  condi£ions. 

HEIOiY  G.  WAGNBE. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  5th  day  of  June, 
1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  the 

Courts  of  Exchequer  or  Pleas. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

Foreign  Office,  July  13, 1863, 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
inclosing  papers  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  American  ship  Hen- 
rietta by  the  Florida.  *  *  *  #  So  far  as  it  maybe  intended,  by -the 
communication  of  the  inclosed  papers,  to  assert  or  record  a  claim  against 
her  Majesty's  government  on  account  of  the  destruction  of  those  vessels, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  last,  and 
to  repeat  that  her  Majesty's  government  entirely  disclaim  all  responsi- 
biUty  for  the  acts  of  vessels  of  war  of  the  so-styled  confederate  govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  d&c,  &e. 


_^  Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams.' 

No.  672.]  DEPARa?MENT  OF  State, 

Washington,  August  7, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  from  W.  0.  J. 
Hyland,  esquire,  the  United  States  vice-consul  at  Bermuda.  Liasmuoh 
as  the  captured  silver  referred  to  therein  has  not,  so  far  as  this  govern- 
ment is  informed,  been  adjudicated  upon  in  any  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, the  expediency  of  an  effort  to  recover  it,  or  to  obtain  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  American  citizens  who  were  its  legal  owners,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  the  insurers,  is  suggested. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  d;c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  HylancL  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  80.]  OOWStTLATE  OP  THE  UnITEB  STATES  OP  AMERICA, 

Bermuda,  July  25,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  British  brig  Eagle,  Cap- 
tain ISTorfolk,  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  22d  instant  for  Liverpool,  Great 
Britain,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  taken  from  warehouse  here,  and  a  large 
portion  of  bar  silver  from  the  rebel  steamship  Florida,  the  whole  valued 
at  £50,000.    The  silver  has  been  transferred  by  biU  of  sale  to  John  J. 

Bourne,  the  agent  of.  the  rebel  States. 

******* 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  J.  HYLAND, 


Hon.  William:  H<  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


y ice- Consul. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

l^To.  684.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  It  devolves  upon  me  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion of  the  14th,  and  of  one  of  the  19th  instant,  from  Francis  Boyd, 
esquire,  of  Boston,  relative  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of  his  ship  Eed 
Gauntlet,  of  that  port,  by  the  piratical  vessel  now  commonly  designated 
the  Florida.  It  appears  from  depositions,  appended  to  the  letter  of  the 
19th,  that  until  the  Eed  Gauntlet  was  actually  seized,  the  British  flag 
was  flying  on  the  Florida. 

These  papers  are  committed  to  you  with  a  view  to  such  disposition  as 
shall  conduce  to  just  reparation  for  losses  and  injuries  to  the  parties 
aggrieved.    Additional  evidence  in  the  case  is  expected,  which,  when 
received,  will  be  communicated  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED,  Acting  Secretary. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <fcc.,  &c. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  530,  dated 
November  5, 1863,  post.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  481.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  27, 1863. 

gjjj .     *  *  *  *  *  *  *■  * 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  flrst  of  these.  No.  672,  of  the  7th  instant, 
I  have  to  say  that  on  the  18th  instant  the  consul  at  Queenstown  reported 
to  this  legation  that  the  Florida  was  off  that  harbor.  On  the  17th 
three  persons,  named  S.  W.  Averott,  F.  Gamerton,  and  T.  T.  Hinton, 
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being  officers,  landed,  witli  what  motive  is  not  quite  clear.    Meanwhile, 
the  steamer  Eagle  brought  the  bar-silver  to  Liverpool  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  have  had  a  visit  from  a  member  of  the  English  house  of  F.  Huth  & 
Co.,  to  inform  me  that  they  are  the  true  consignees  and  owners  of  this 
property,  which  has  been  fully  Insured  in  London.  They,  in  conjunction 
with  the  undei^yriters,  had  taken  advice  with  regard  to  the  possibility 
of  recovering  it,  and  the  answer  had  been  favorable,  but  they  had  been 
recommended  to  apply  for  my  assistance  and  co-operation.  I  replied,  that 
any  service  I,  or  auy  of  the  ofllcers  of  the  government,  could  render  to 
them  in  the  case  would  be  at  their  disposal,  but  that  ia  my  belief  their 
only  chance  of  success  would  come  through  the  character  of  British  sub- 
jects. My  experience  has  taught  me  the  inefflcacy  of  aU  agencies  to  work 
results  in  favor  of  American  claims  through  the  courts  here  in  these  cases. 
The  gentlemen  said  they  did  not  wish  to  make  a  political  question  of  it, 
and  would  only  ask  me  to  place  them  in  communication  with  my  sources 
of  information,  in  order  the  better  to  understand  the  facts.  I  directed 
the  secretary,  Mr.  Wilson,  to  give  him  a  note  of  introduction  to  Mr. 
Eastman,  which  was  done,  and  he  took  his  leave. 

Some  account  of  this  transfer  has  got  into  the  newspapers,  with  a 
p^retense  that  the  intention  of  the  pirates  is  to  restore  the  plunder  to  the 
right  owners.  As  the  underwriters  in  London  have  heretofore  been 
such  liberal  patrons  of  the  illicit  trade  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  these 
parties,  they  may  possibly  indulge  in  the  hope  of  some  sign  of  recipro- 
cation on  the  present  occasion,  which  I  fear  will  turn  out  but  a  pleasing 
delusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  340.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  September  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  Lest  our  vice-consul  at  Brest  may  have  neglected  to  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  sworn  statement  of  Captain  Oavarly  and  others  of  the  ship 
Anglo-Saxon,  of  ISTew  Tork,  lately  burned  at  sea  by  the  Florida,  I  here- 
with send  you  the  copy  of  such  statement,  sent  by^the  vice-consul  to 
this  legation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  -> 

Secretary  of  State. 


Statement  of  John  M.  Ga^arly,  master  of  the  ship  Anglo-Saxon,  of  New 
YorJc,  captured  and  burned  by  the  privateer  Florida. 

Brest,  August  25,  1863. 
On  this  25th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-three,  before  me,  J.  M.  Kerros,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States 
of  America  for  Brest,  personally  appeared  John  M.  Cavarly,  late  master 
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of  the  American  sMp  called  the  Anglo-Saxon,  of  New  York,  and  declared 
as  follows : 

We  sailed  froin  Liverpool  on  Monday  morning,  August  17, 1863,  bound 
to  New  York.  '  We  had  strong  gales  from  the  west  to  northwest  till 
Wednesday  morning,  when  we  took  the  mid  at  north-northwest.  Passed 
Tuskan  light-house  on  Wednesday  night.  Thursday,  light  winds  from 
the  northwest  all  day ;  ship  standing  to  the  west-southwest. 

Friday  morning,  August  21,  at  iive,  the  second  officer  came  to  my 
room  and  said  there  was  a  steamer  near  us  coming  toward  the  ship.  I 
went  on  deck  at  bnce.  The  ship  lay  becalmed ;  her  courses  were  hauled 
up.  The  steamer  came  under  our  stern,  hailed  the  ship,  and  asked  where 
from  and  where  bound.  He  then  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  ship ;  told 
me  to  take  my  papers  and  go  on  board  the  steamer. 

I  went  on  board  the  steamer ;  the  captain  took  my  papers  and  looked 
at  them ;  he  then  said :  Your  ship  is  a  prize  to  the  confederate  steamer 
Florida,  Captain  Mafat.  He  told  me  to  take  my  clothing— my  ship's 
company  the  same — and  come  on  board  the  Florida  at  once.  I  then 
asked  him  to  bond  the  ship.  His  reply  was,  my  cargo  was  a  contraband 
of  war ;  he  should  burn  the  ship. 

They  took  all  the  provisions,  sails,  cordage,  canvas,  &c.,  they  wanted 
from  the  ship,  besides  my  two  chronometers,  barometers,  all  my  charts, 
sextant  octant,  in  fact  aU  the  nautical  instruments  belonging  to  the  ship, 
besides  some  spars,  and  many  other  things.  They  did  not  aUow  any  of 
my  crew  or  officers  to  take  their  trunks  or  chests. 

When  my  ship's  company  were  on  board,  all  but  myself  and  my  officers 
and  cook  were  put  in  irons.  I  had  a  channel  pilot  on  board  when  the 
ship  was  captured.  We  both  judged  the  ship  to  be  twenty-flve  miles 
from  Queenstown.  At  noon  on  Friday,  August  21,  after  they  had  taken 
all  they  wished  trom  the  Anglo-Saxon,  they  set  my  ship  on  fire,  and  fired 
two  broadsides  of  shot  and  shell  at  her.  The  .Florida  then  steered  to 
the  southwest ;  spoke  two  vessels  the  same  afternoon ;  both  were  British, 
and  refused  to  take  their  prisoners.  On  Sunday  morning  saw  the  land, 
which  was  TJshant.  In  the  afternoon  anchored  in  the  harbor ;  were 
quarantined  tUl  Monday  afternoon,  when  we  were  landed  in  Brest.  The 
American  consul  took  charge  of  myself,  officers,  and  crew. 

And  together  with  the  said  master  also  came  Arthur  Snow,  chief  offi- 
cer ;  W.  Parmer,  second  mate ;  B.  BaUs,  third  mate ;  John  Brown,  car- 
penter; George  Brown,  seaman,  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  ship,  all 
of  whom,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  severally,. voluntarily,  freely, 
and  solemnly  declare  that  the  above  statement  is  according  to  the' 
truth. 

In  testimony  whereof,  they  have  hereunto  subscribed  their  names; 
and  I,  the  said  vice-consul,  have  granted  to  the  said  master  this  public 
instrument  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  vice-consulate  to  serve 
and  avail  him  and  all  others  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern  as  need  and 
occasion  may  require. 

[L.  S.]  J.  M.  KEEEOS, 

United  States  Vice- Consul. 

JOHN  M.  GAYABJjY,  Master. 

AETHUE  L.  SNOW. 

B.  BALLS. 

JOHN  BEOWN. 

GEOEGE  BEOWN. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

iN'o.  497.]  LsaATiON  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  17, 1863. 

Sir:  *    .  *  *  *  * 

The  same  evening  I  received  from  Lord  Eussell  a  notel      *       *     A 
copy  of  my  reply  accompanies  tMs  dispatcli. 

#  #  »  #  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

.   [Extract.] 

LEaATiON  OP  the  United  States, 

London,  September  16,.  1863. 
My  Lord  :  *  *  *  *         In  the  very 

first  instance  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  a  remonstrance  to 
your  lordship,  (the  case  of  the  gunboat  Oreto.)  it  appears,  from  the 
admission  of  the  individual  now  in  command  of  that  vessel,  under  the 
name  of  Florida,  that  she  was  built  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  with  the 
intent  to  carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I  quote  from  the 
language  of  a  letter  signed  J.  N.  Mafdt,  which  has  appeared  in  the 
public  prints,  when  IE  say  that  "that  corvette  has,  in  fact,  been  built  and 

armed  by  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America." 

*  #  *  #  * 

I  pray,  &c.,  &c, 

OHAELES  FEASrCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Eussell,  (fee,  (fee,  (fee. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams.- 

Ko.  712.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  my  No.  684,  of  the  22d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  claim 
of  Francis  Boyd,  esq.,  of.  Boston,  Massachusetts,  against  the  British 
government  on  account  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  ship  Eed 
Gauntlet,  I  now  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter,  of  the  3d  instant,  from  him  on 
the  subject,  and  of  the  protest  made  by  the  master  and  officers  of  the 
Eed  Gauntlets 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  c&c,  &c.  \ 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  530, 
November  5,  1863,  _pos*.] 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 


No.  723.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  September  26,  1863. 

Sm :  Eeferring  to  previous  instructions  upon  similar  cases,  I  inclose 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  and  of  the  memorial  which  accom- 
panied it,  addressed  to  me  by  Messrs.  E".  P.  Mann  &  Co.,'of  Boston,  pre- 
ferriug  a  claim  against  Great  Britain  on  account  of  losses  accruing  to 
them  by  the  destruction  of  the  American  ship  Commonwealth,  of  New 
York,  by  the  Florida,  (so-called.)  You  will  be  pleased  to  pursue  the 
course  in  regard  to  this  claim  which  may  be  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
others. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaeles  Feancis  Adahs,  Bsq.,  t&c,  &c.,  &e. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  530, 
dated  November  5, 1863,  post.] 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  359.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Paris,  October  8,  1863. 

Sir:  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  not  having  received  the  diplomatic  corps 
last  week  for  business,'  I  this  morning  have  had  a  long  conversation  with 
him  upon  various  matters.  In  the  first  place,  I  left  with  him  the  copy 
of  a  letter  recently  written  by  Captain  Maffttt,  of  the  rebel  steamer  Florida, 
at  Brest,  to  Captain  Bullock,  of  the  rebel  navy,  as  to  the  discharge  of 
part  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida,  «&c.,  a  copy  of  which  letter  was  inclosed 
to  me  by  our  consul  at  Liverpool.  A  copy  of  the  same  is  hereunto 
attached.  My  object  in  showing  this  letter  was  to  prove,  first,  that 
Captain  Bullock  was  yet  in  the  rebel  service,  and,  secondly,  that  the  crew 
in  question,  or  part  of  it,  had  been  voluntarily  discharged  from  the 
Florida ;  that  if  this  vessel  was,  therefore,  incapacitated  for  want  of  a 
sufficient  crew,  it  was  not  the  act  of  God,  but  their  own  act,  and  they 
were  suffering  from  a  self  inflicted  impotence.  This  was  to  answer  the 
principle  suggested  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  in  conversation,  that  their 
necessary  wants  for  purposes  of  navigation,- not  of  war,  they  were  entitled 
to  have  supplied.  I  -reminded  him,  too,  of  the  fact  that  if  he  carried 
out  this  principle  to  its  full  extent,  if  the  term  of  service  of  a  crew  were 
known  to  be  about  expiring,  a  captain  might  run  his  ship  into  a  neutral 
port  anywhere,  discharge  his  crew,  and  then  reship,  in  the  same  port,  a 
new  crew  for  hostile  purposes;  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
captain  of  the  Florida  might  claim  the  right  to  ship  a  crew  of  French 
sailors  at  Brest.  I  told  him  that  sailors  for  an  enemy's  ship  of  war  were 
contraband,  as  much  so  as  soldiers  for  its  armies.  I  could  iiot  conceive, 
therefore,  that  France  could  fairly  maintain  her  neutrality,  and  yet  per- 
mit these  things  to  be  done  in  her  ports.  It  is  probable  that  I  shall  put 
these  and  some  other  views  upon  this  subject^  of  the  aid  given  to  the 
Florida,  in  writing  before  she  is  permitted  to  sail.  They  may  be  of 
service  as  matter  of  fnture  reference. 

The  neutrality  of  France,  he  said,  would  be  maintained,  and  that  his 
whole  purpose  was  to  settle  these  questions  upon  proper  principles  of 
international  law. 
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I  should  add,  that  I  learned  from  Liverpool  that  these  men,  owing  to 
some  difficulty  with  the  confederate  agents,  have  not  yet  signed  the  ship- 
ping articles.  In  thenneantime  this  government  is  holding  the  question 
under  consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  "William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 


Captain  Maffitt  to  Captain  Bullock. 

Confederate  States  Steamer  Florida, 

Brest,  September  3,  1863. 
Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florida, 
with  their  accounts  and  discharges.   Many  of  them  have  asked  for  trans- 
portation, and  others  for  reference  to  you  or  to  a  confederate  agent.    I 
would  request  you  to  provide  them  situations  in  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Commander  Confederate  States  Na/vy. 
Captain  J.  D.  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  Navy,  Liverpool. 


■    Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  741.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  24, 1863.     • 
Sir  :  I  inclose  for  yoiu'  information  a  copy  of  my  instruction  of  this 
date.  No.  421,  to  Mr.  Dayton,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Florida,  at  Brest, 
and  upon  the  question  whether  that  vessel  is  a  privateer  or  a  public 
armed  vesr< 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  t&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  421.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  October  24, 1863. 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  October  8  (No.  359)  has  been  received.  Your 
proceedings  herein  related,  in  regard  to  the  favors  shown  to  the  pirate 
Florida  and  her  crew  at  Brest,  and  the  positions  assumed  on  that  subject 
in  your  interview  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  are  altogether  approved. 

In  connection  with  tM-s  subject,  I  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
expediency  of  recaUing  the  attention  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  a  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  of  privateers  which  took  place  between  the 
French  government  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Crimean  Avar.  A  statement  of  this  correspondence 
accompanies  this  dispatch.    If  the  French  government  take  the  ground 
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that  the  Florida  is  not  a  privateer,  but  a  public  armed  vessel,  it  may  be 
pertinent  to  ask,  of  what  practical  value  to  an  exposed  belligerent  is  the 
distinction  made  by  a  neutral  between  public  arm«d  vessels  and  priva- 
teers, if  the  other  belligerent  can,  at  its  pleasure,  create  privateers  into 
belligerents,  by  giving  them  commissions  instead  of  letters  of  marque; 
and  if,  bearing  such  commissions,  they  can,  to  all  practical  intents,  carry- 
on  the  business  of  privateering  ?  It  would  be  difficult  to  see,  in  that  case, 
what  the  interests  of  commerce  have  gained,  or  can  gain,  by  the  declara- 
tion of  the  congress  of  Paris  against  privateering. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  «fec.,  die,  t&c. 


MEMOEAWDUM. 

*  Under  date  of  April  28,  1854,  Mr.  Sartiges,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  France,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  which  he  stated  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  had  determined,  in  the  war 
with  Eussia,  not  to  authorize  privateering  by  letters  of  marque,  and  that 
the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  trusted  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would,  by  way  of  just  reciprocity, 
give  orders  that  no  privateers  under  the  Eussian  flag  should  be  allowed 
to  be  fitted  out,  or  victualled,  or  admitted  with  its  prizes  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  rigor- 
ously abstain  from  taking  part  in  equipments  of -that  kind,  or  in  any 
other  measiu'e  contrary  to  the  duties  of  a  strict  neutrality. 

The  Secretary  of  State  replied  to  Mr.  Sartiges,  on  the  same  day,  that 
,  he  was  directed  by  the  President  to  state  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  while  claiming  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights  as  a 
neutral  power,  would  observe  the  strictest  neutrality  towards  each  and 
aU  the  belligerents ;  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  imposed  severe 
restrictions,  not  only  upon  its  own  citizens,  but  upon  aU  persons  who 
might  be  residents  in  this  country,  against  equipping  privateers,  receiv- 
ing commissions,  or  enlisting  men  therein,  for  the  purpose'  of  taking  a 
part  in  any  foreign  war;  that  it  was  not  apprehended  that  there  would 
be  any  attempt  to  violate  these  laws;  but  should  the  just  expectations  of 
the  President  be  disappointed,  he  would  not  fail  in  his  duty  to  use  the 
power  with  which  he  was  invested  to  enforce  obedience  to  them ;  that 
considerations  of  interest  and  the  obligations  of  duty  aUke  give  assu- 
rance that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  in  no  way  compromit 
the  neutrality  of  their  country  by  participating  in  the  contest  in  which 
the  principal  powers  of  Europe  were  unhappily  engaged. 

I A  similar  note  was  addressed  to  the  department  by  Mr.  Orampton,  the 
British  minister,  who  received  the  same  answer. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sewari. 

Ko.  527.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  30, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Lord 
Eussell,  dated  the  26th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d,  a  copy  of 
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"whicli,  based  on  tlie  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  No.  730,  of 
the  6th  instant,  is  now  submitted  with  it. 

Inasmuch  as  the  argument  of  your  dispatch  was  drawn  up  more  par- 
ticularly to  apply  to  the  case  of  the  Alabama,  I  decided  upon  sending  in 
with  my  note  only  the  papers  connected  with  the  depredations  committed 
by  that  vessel.  This  left  on  my  hands  a  number  of  others  occasioned  by 
the  Florida  not  disposed  of.  1  now  propose  to  send  those  in  likewise  to 
his  lordship,  with  a  note  in  which  I  mean  to  take  notice  of  his  singular 
allusion  to  "seeming  merchant  ships,"  in  the  face  of  the  evidence  in  those 
cases,  which  went  so  far  as  to  strip  off  all  such  semblance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WILLIA3I  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  printed  under  subdivision  "  Ala- 
bama," Vol.  ni. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  530.]  Legation  op  the  Uniteb  States, 

London,  November  5,  1863. 
Sir:  In  my  dispatch  No.  527,  of  the  30th  of  October,  sent  last  week, 
I  mentioned  my  intention  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  EusseU,  in  reply  to 
his  of  the  26th  of  that  month,  and  at  the  same  time  seize  the  opportu- 
nity to  s^nd  in  the  papers  which  yet  remained  in  my  hands  relating  to 
ca.ses  of  depredations  committed  by  the  Oreto,  alias  the  Florida.  A  copy 
of  that  note  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

GHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  31, 1863. 

My  Lokd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  26th  instant. 

The  conclusion  to  which-  it  would  seem  that  both  governments  arrive, 
in  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  claims  growing  out  of  the 
depredations  of  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels  issuing  from  British 
ports,  appears  to  render  further  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question 
unnecessary.  It  is  only  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  inference 
growing  out  of  an  omission  to  notice  it  that  I  beg  permission  to  make  a 
single  remark  in  connection  with  your  lordship's  observation,  that  "the 
British  government  declines  to  be  responsible  for  the  acts  of  parties  who 
fit  out  a  seeming  merchant  ship."  So  far  as  the  vessels  now  complained 
of  are  concerned,  I  think  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained,  from 
the  evidence  which  was  obtained  before  their  departure,  that  they  never 
41  A  c— TOL.  n 
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bore  the  semblance  of  merchant  ships,  even  to  her  Majesty's  officers  who 
reported  upon  them. 

I  now  beg  permission  to  lay  before  her  Majesty's  government  a  number 
of  memorials  and  other  papers  connected  with  the  depredations  of  the 
vessel  formerly  called  the  Oreto,  and  now  the  Florida,  which  I  am 
instructed  to  request  may  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  indicated  in  my 
note  of  the  23d  instant,  to  which  your  lordship's  was  in  answer. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussbll,  (&c.,  <&g.,  &o. 


Messrs.  Mann  &  Go.  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Boston,  S&ptemher  24,  1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  we  hand  you  the  memorial  and  protest  of  the 
destruction  of  the  ship  Commonwealth,  of  New  York,  by  the  war  steamer 
called  the  Florida,  commanded  by  one  Mafifit ;  and  we  ask,  through  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  that  a  proper  representation  of  our 
loss  be  made  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  and  reparation  de- 
manded ;  or  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  assume  the 
same  as  one  of  the  obligations  to  protect  the  rights  of  citizens  thus  wan- 
tonly violated;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Yours,  &c.,.  N.  P.  MANN  &  CO. 


Memorial. 

To  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  B.  G.  : 

The  memorial  of  N.  P.  Mann,  N.  P.  Mann,  junior,  and  A.  J.  Mann,  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  merchants,  constituting  the  mercantile  firm  of  N.  P. 
Mann  &  Co.,  owners  of  one-fourth  of  the  American  ship  called  the  Com- 
monwealth, of  New  York,  of  the  burden  of  1,275  tons,  respectfully  rep- 
resents that  said  ship,  being  a  legally  registered  American  ship,  sailed 
from  the  port  of  New  York,  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  March  now  last 
past,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  general  merchandise  and  government  stores, 
bound  for  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  under  the  command 
of  George  S.  McClellan. 

That  the  other  three-fourths  parts  of  said  vessel  were  owned  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  that  she  was  engaged  in  the  performance 
of  her  lawful  voyage. 

That  the  intended  voyage  was  pursued  without  any  material  occur- 
rence until  Friday,  the  17th  day  of  April  last,  when  the  said  ship  was 
about  thirty  miles  south  of  the  equator,  and  in  longitude  about  30"  west, 
at  which  time  and  place  the  master  of  said  ship  discovered  a  steamer 
steering  toward  said  ship  with  the  American  or  United  States  colors 
flying.  That  said  steamer  soon  overhauled  the  ship,  and  sent  a  boat's 
crew  on  board  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses.  That  the  said  boaf  s 
crew  announced  themselves  ais  belonging  to  the  war  steamer  called  the 
Florida,  claiming  to  sail  under  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States,  so- 
called,  commanded  by  one  Maffit. 

That  the  master  of  the  ship  was  ordered  to  repair  on  board  the  steamer, 
with  all  his  papers ;  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship  were  put  in 
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irons  and  transferred  to  tlie  pirate  steamer ;  and  that  after  robbing  the 
ship  of  many  articles,  she  was  set  on  fire  by  the  pirate  crew  and  totally 
consamed. 

And  now  we,  the  said  Nehemiah  P.  Mann,  ISTehemiah  P.  Mann,  junior, 
and  A.  J.  Mann,  owners  of  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  ship  Common- 
wealth, do  enter  our  solemn  protest  against  the  destruction  of  said  ship; 
and  do,  by  these  presents,  demand  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
fuU  reparation  for  the  same,  in  the  sum  of  $22,250,  being  one-fourth  of 
the  value  of  the  said  vessel,  and  one-fourth  of  the  value  of  the  freight 
pending,  and  in  course  of  being  earned  at  the  time  said  ship  was  de- 
troyed,  as  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

Tour  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  they  predicate  and 
make  this  protest  and  demand  upon  the  facts  hereinafter  stated,  which, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  can  be  fully  verified 
whenever  it  shall  be  found  necessary,  to  wit : 

The  said  steamer  calling  herself  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida 
is  an  English  vessel,  and  no  other.  She  was  built  in  England,  and  was 
allowed  to  leave  the  British  waters,  although  information  as  to  her  true 
character,  and  the  intention  to  use  her  as  a  privateer,  to  prey  upon  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  then  and  now  at  peace  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, was  lodged  with  the  British  government.  That  she  left  an  English 
port  under  the  British  flag,  and  was  manned  by  British  subjects.  That ' 
had  any  ship  of  war  of  the  United  States  seized  her  after  leaving  British 
waters,  she  would  have  claimed  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  and 
have  escaped  under  the  cloak  of  British  ownership.  That  said  steamer 
has  not,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  at  any  time  actually  become  the 
property  of  any  parties  other  than  those  who  caused  her  to  be  built  and 
fitted  out  in  a  British  port. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  said  steamer 
called  the  Florida,  after  thus  fraudulently  leaving  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  against  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  has  repeatedly 
visited  divers  ports  in  the  West  Indies  which  are  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  Great  Britain ;  and  notwithstanding  the  facts  were  well  known  by  the 
government  oflcials  at  such  ports,  she  has  not  been  seized  or  detained 
by  the  British  government,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  allowed  every 
facility  for  obtaining  supplies  and  advice  that  shie  might  continue  her 
piratical  depredations  upon  American  commerce.  That  no  examination 
has  ever  been  made  by  the  British  government,  through  their  ofl&cers  or 
agents,  as  to  the  manning  of  the  said  steamer  by  British  subjects  or  as 
to  the  prostitution  of  the  British  flag  by  thus  giving  protection  to  piracy 
under  its  folds. 

In  view  of  these  matters,  and  of  others  which  may  be  made  apparent, 
your  memorialists  do  now  enter  their  solemn  protest  against  the  British 
government  and  people  as  willing  parties,  negligently  culpable,  in  the 
destruction  of  their  property  on  the  high  seas ;  first  violating  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  Queen  by  building  and  manning  said  piratical  steamer, 
and  then  allowing  her  to  continue  her  depredations  after  her  character 
was  patent  to  the  world. 

And  your  memorialists  ask,  through  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  that  'a  proper  representation  of  their  loss  be  made  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain,  and  reparation  demanded ;  or  that  the  United 
States  may  assume  the  same  as  one  of  the  obligations  to  protect  the 
rights  of  citizens  thus  wantonly  violated. 

And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

NEHBMIAH  P.  MANlfT. 
NBHEMIAH  P.  MANIST,  Jk. 
A.  J.  MAISTN. 
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United  States  op  Ajmeeica, 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  County  of  Suffolk,  ss : 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  1863,  before  me,  John 
S.  Tyler,  a  notary  public  and  justice  of  the  peace,  under  the  seal  of 
the  Commonwealth,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn  at  iny  office,  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  personally  came  Nehemiah  Mann,  junior,  A.  J.  Mano, 
and  ISTehemidai  Mann,  resident.merchants  of  this  city,  to  me  weU  known, 
and  made  before  me  the  foregoing  memorial  and  protest,  declaring  the 
same  to  be  just  and  true.  Wherefore,  at  the  request  of  said  appearers, 
I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  verified  by  the  oaths  of  said  appearers, 
and  to  be  entered  in  my  notarial  records,  to  serve  as  occasion  may 
require. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  official  seal  on  the 
day  of  the  date  above  written. 

JOHIST  S.  TYLEE, 
Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Mr.  Boyd  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Boston,  August  19, 1863. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  inclose  depositions  taken  before  John  S.  Tyler,  esq., 
notary  public,  of  those  of  the  crew  of  the  Eed  Gauntlet  who  returned 
to  this  city.  You  wiU  observe  the  main  body  of  this  deposition  is  signed 
by  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  William  Hennessy;  after- 
wards confirmed  by  George  W.  Fuller,  whose  parents  reside  in  this  city; 
and  then  again  by  him  and  John  Baldwin,  the  carpenter,  particularly 
as  to  the  fact  that  the  Florida  had  the  English  flag  flying  untU  the  cap- 
ture was  completed.  I  deem  the  testimony  of  Baldwin  important,  as  it 
seems  he  is  an  English  subject,  and  very  naturally  had  his  attention 
drawn  to  what  was  going  on  under  the  English  colors. 

1  am  advised  to-day  by  Captain  Lucas,  from  Antwerp,  August  4,  that 
Ms  protest,  made  there  before  the  American  consul,  will  be  forwarded 
within  the  week.  When  received  I  will  forward  the  same  to  your 
department. 

Very  respectfully, 

FEANCIS  BOYD. 


Affidavit  of  George  W.  Fuller  and  John  Baldwin. 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  this  24th  day  of 
July,  A.  D.  1863,  personally  appeared  before  me,  John  S.  Tyler,  a  notary 
public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  George  W.  Fuller,  seaman,  and  John 
Baldwin,  carpenter,  lately  belonging  to  the  ship  Eed  Gauntlet,  of  Boston, 
burned  by  the  piratical  steamer  Florida ;  and  the  hereto  annexed  affidavit, 
made  by  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  WiUiam  Hennessy, 
having  been  carefully  read  to  these  appearers,  they  hereby  confirm  the 
same;  and  said  appearers  did  further  declare  that  the  British  flag  was 
flying  on  board  the  piratical  steamer  at  the  time  the  officers  and  boats' 
crew  came  on  board  the  Eed  Gauntlet,  and  remained  flying  until  the  offi- 
cer had  announced  to  Captain  Lucas  that  his  ship  was  a  prize.  After- 
wards the  British  flag  was  lowered,  and  the  rebel  flag  hoisted  in  its  place. 
In  witness  whereof  the  said  appearers  have  hereto  set  their  names, 
in  presence  of  me,  the  said  notary. 

GEOEGB  W.  FULLEE. 

JOHN  BALDWIH, 
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United  States  of  Ameeica, 


»■) 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Suffolk,  ss : 
On  this  24tli  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  George  W.  FuUer  and  John 
Baldwin  made  oath  before  me  that  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  them 
signed,  is  true. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

JOHN  S.  TYLEE, 

Notary  Public. 

I,  George  W.  Fuller,  of  Boston,  on  oath  declare  that  I  shipped  as 
ordinary  seaman  on  board  the  ship  Eed  Gauntlet,  on  her  attempted 
voyage  from  hence  to  Hong  Kong;  that  I  have  read  the  affidavit  of 
Ellis,  Hammond,  and  Hennessy,  who  were  my  shipmates,  hereunto 
annexed,  and  that  I  fully  confirm  the  same. 

GEO.  W.  FULLEE. 
'  Suffolk,  ss  : 

Sworn  before  me,  July  18,  1863. 

JOHN  S.  TYLEE, 

Notary  Public. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  William  Hennessy, 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  notary  public,  at  my 
office  in  Boston,  Charles F.  Ellis,  greenhand,  George  Hammond,  steward, 
William  Hennessy,  cook,  all  lately  belonging  to  the  ship  Eed  Gauntlet,  of 
Boston,  A.  H.  Lucas,  master,  and  being  sworn  to  declare  the  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  did  depose  and  say: 

That  they  sailed  in  said  ship  from  Boston  on  the  22d  day  of  May  now 
last,  bound  for  Hong  Kong,  China,  having  each  of  them  signed  shipping 
articles  for  the  said  voyage ;  that  they  proceeded  on  the  voyage  with- 
out any  material  occurrences  until  Sunday  the  14th  day  of  June  ultimo, 
when,  being  in  latitude  70°  40'  north,  and  longitude  35°  40'  west,  at 
about  6  a.  m.  they  discovered  a  steamer  about  fifteen  miles  distant. 
The  Eed  Gauntlet  kept  her  course,  being  on  the  leeward.  The  steamer 
altei-ed  her  course,  and  ran  down  for  the  ship.  She  came  up  and  fired  a 
shot  across  the  ship's  bow.  She  had  the  British  flag  onhermizzenyard 
or  gaff.  The  ship  was  hove  to  by  order  of  Captain  Lucas,  and  a  boat 
came  on  board  from  the  steamer.  There  was  a  lieutenant  and  ten  men 
in  the  boat ;  the  men  had  cutlasses  and  revolvers.  After  they  got  on  board 
the  steamer  hauled  down  the  English  flag  and  ran  up  the  flag  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States.  The  lieutenant  and  Captain  Lucas  went 
into  the  cabin,  and  said  Hammond,  being  in  the  cabin,  heard  the  lieu- 
tenant say  to  Captain  Lucas  that  he  would  take  such  of  his  things  as  he 
could  put  into  a  bag.  Captain  Lucas  asked  him  to  take  his  trunks,  and  the 
lieutenant  assented,  telling  the  captain  to  hurry.  The  rebel  officers  and  men 
told  the  crew,  as  soon  as  they  came  on  board,  that  they  must  each  one  get  a 
bag  and  put  in  such  things  as  it  would  hold  to  take  with  them  on  board  the 
steamer.  This  was  about  half  past  8  a.  m.  All  hands  left  the  ship  before 
11  a.  m.  and  went  on  board  the  steamer.  As  the  men  went  on  deck  they 
were  ironed,  and  then  left  on  deck.  The  steamer's  crew,  to  the  number  of 
about  twenty  men,  went  on  board  the  ship,  and  both  stood  to  the  north- 
ward. They  were  in  company  about  twelve  days,  during  which  the 
pirate  captured  and  burned  the  ship  E.  E.  Hoxie.  Deponents  saw  on 
board  the  steamer  the  crew  of  the  ship  Southern  Cross,  which  vessel 
they  were  told  had  been  destroyed  before  the  Eed  Gauntlet  was  taken. 
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Wlien  the  steamer  used  her  sails  only,  the  Eed  Gauntlet  would  outsail 
her.  On  the  26th  of  June,  being  in  about  29  degrees  north  latitude,  and 
47  degrees  west  longitude,  the  pirates  all  left  the  Eed  G-auntlet,  after  set- 
ting her  on  iire.  This  was  done  at  about  half  past  five  in  the  afternoon. 
The  steamer  laid  by  for  about  an  hour,  during  which  the  main  and  mizzen 
masts  of  the  ship  were  seen  to  fall,  and  she  was  in  a  sheet  of  flame  fore 
and  aft.  The  steamer  continued  to  stand  to  the  northward,  and  the  next 
morning  the  ship  could  not  be  seen.  On  the  27th  of  June  we  feU  in  with 
a  whaling  schooner,  called  the  Farmer  H.  Hill,  of  Provincetown,  which 
the  steamer  captured.  At  this  time  she  was  carrying  the  United  States 
flag,  and  deponents  did  not  see  the  rebel  flag  hoisted.  At  about  half 
past  ten  the  rebels  had  put  these  deponents,  with  all  but  five  of  the  Eed 
Gauntlet's  crew,  and  many  other  prisoners,  in  all  fifty-four,  on  board  the 
schooner,  and  she  steered  for  Bermuda.  Captain  Freeman,  the  master 
of  the  schooner,  said  that  he  was  compelled  by  the  pirates  to  give  a  bond 
to  get  his  vessel  released. 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  schooner  arrived  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  where 
all  the  fifty-four  men  were  landed. 

The  deponents  remaiaed  at  Bermuda  until  the  9th  day  of  July,  when 
they  sailed  for  New  York  in  the  brig  Henrietta,  having  been  provided 
with  a  passage  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  15th  instant  deponents  arrived  at  New  York,  and  came  thence 
to  Boston  by  the  Fall  Eiver  route. 

Deponents  have  omitted  to  state  that  on  the  18th  of  June  the  pirate 
steamer  fell  in  with  an  Italian  brig,  which  they  boarded ;  said  brig  was 
bound  for  England.  Captain  Lucas,  Mr.  Dodge,  first  mate,  Mr.  Almy, 
second  mate,  and  Mr.  Brady,  third  mate,  of  the  Eed  Gauntlet,  were  put 
on  board  the  said  brig,  with  the  masters  and  officers  of  other  captured 
ships,  by  the  direction  of  Captain  Mafiit. 

The  rebel  steamer  was  the  Florida,  and  further  said  deponents  say 
not. 

CHAELES  P.  ELLIS. 
GEOEGE  HAMMOND. 
WILLIAM  HENNESSY. 

Attest:  • 

John  S.  Tylee. 

Boston,  July  17,  1863. 
United  States  of  America, 

Oommomvealth  of  Massachusetts,  Suffolk,  ss : 
Then  the  above-named  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  WiUiam 
Hennessy,  made  oath  before  me  that  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  them 
signed,  contains  nothing  but  the  truth. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  my 
oflicial  record-book,  and  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  office. 

JOHN  S.  TYLEE, 
Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Mr.  Boyd  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Boston,  September  3,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  19th  ultimo,  inclosing 
original  copy  of  the  protest  taken  here  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  Eed  Gaunt- 
let, burned  by  the  Florida. 
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I  have  now  to  inclose  original  copy  of  protest  made  by  the  master, 
A.  H.  Lucas,  and  the  three  officers,  before  A.  W.  Crawford,  United 
States  consul  at  Antwerp,  to  which  port  the  officers  were  taken,  as  will 
appear  by  the  document  itself. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  it  is  necessary  or  proper,  at  the  present 
time,  for  me,  as  the  owner  of  the  ship,  to  make  any  more  formal  claim 
on  the  British  government  for  the  capture  of  said  ship  under  their  col- 
ters, and  by  their  assistance  in  every  form. 
Eespectfully,  &c., 

PEANCIS  BOYD, 


PKOTEST. 
CONSTJLATE   OP  THE   UNITED   STATES   OP   AMERICA, 

Port  of  Antwerp : 
On  this  31st  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  before  me,  A.  W.  Crawford, 
consul,  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Antwerp  and  the  depend- 
encies thereof,  personally  appeared  A.  H.  Lucas,  master  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  called  the  Eed  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of  1,038  tons 
or  thereabouts ;  and  declared  that  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last  past  he 
sailed  in  and  with  the  said  ship  from  the  port  of  Boston,  bound  for 
Hong  Kong;  laden  with  ice  arid  general  cargo,  and  arrived  in  the  Italian 
brig  Due  Fratelli,  of  Genoa,  the  ship  Eed  Gauntlet  having  been  captured 
by  a  piratical  steamer  called  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  hereby 
enters  this  note  of  protest  accordingly  to  serve  and  avail  him  hereafter, 
if  found  necessary. 

A.  H.  LUCAS,  Master. 
Attested : 

A.  W.  Ckawpokb,  United  States  Consul. 

1,  the  undersigned  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Ant- 
werp and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
is  a  true  and  genuine  copy  of  the  note  of  protest  made  by  the  master 
of  the  ship  Eed  Gauntlet,  having  been  compared  by  myself  with  the 
original,  and  found  to  agree  therewith  word  for  word,  and  iigure  for 
figure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate,  this  31st  day  of 
July,  1863. 

A.  W.  CEAWFOED,  United  States  Consul 


Consulate  op  the- United  States  op  America, 

Fort  of  Antwerp,  to.  wit  : 
By  this  public  instrument  of  declaration  and  protest,  be  it  known  and 
made  manifest  unto  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern, 
that  on  the  31st  day  of  July,  1863,  before  me,  A.  W.  Crawford,  consul 
of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Antwerp,  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  personally  came  and  appeared  A.  H.  Lucas,  late  master  of  the 
ship  or  vessel  called  the  Eed  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of 
1,038  tons  or  thereabouts,  captured  by  the  so-called  confederate  steamer 
Florida,  laden  with  ice  and  general  cargo,  who  duly  noted  and  entered 
with  me,  the  said  consul,  his  protest  for  the  uses  and  purposes  hereaf- 
ter mentioned ;  and  now  on  this  day,  to  wit,  the  day  of  date-  hereof,, 
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before  me,  the  said  consul,  again  comes  the  said  A.  H.  Lucas,  and 
requires  me  to  extend  this  protest ;  and  together  with  the  said  A.  H. 
Lucas,  also  come  E.  F.  Dodge,  first  ofiicer,  Charles  E.  Almy,  second  offi- 
cer, and  C.  L,  Brady,  third  officer  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  ship,  all 
of  whom  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  «fec.,  did  severally,  voluntarily,  freely, 
and  solemnly  declare,  depose,  and  state  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  that 
these  appearers,  on  the  22d  day  of  May,  1863,  in  their  capacities  afore- 
said, sailed  in  and  with  the  said  ship,  from  the  port  of  Boston,  laden* 
with  ice  and  general  cargo,  and  bound  to  the  port  of  Hong  Kong ;  that 
the  said  ship  was  then  tight,  staunch,  strong ;  had  her  cargo  well  and 
sufficiently  stored  and  secured ;  had  her  hatches  well  caulked  and  cov- 
ered; was  well  and  sufficiently  manned,  victualled,  and  furnished  with 
all  things  needful  and  necessary  for  a  vessel  in  the  merchant  service ; 
and  particularly  for  the  voyage  she  was  about  to  undertake ;  that  no- 
thing worthy  of  note  occurred  until  Sunday,  the  14th  of  June,  when  in 
latitude  about  8°  30'  north,  and  longitude  34P  40'  west,  at  6  a.  m.  on 
that  day,  the  wind  being  east,  discovered  a  vessel,  apparently  a  bark, 
two  points  off  the  lee  bow,  and  standing  on  the  wind  to  the  northward; 
a  ship  in  sight  to  windward  at  the  same  time,  also  standing  to  the  north- 
ward ;  shortly  afterwards  discovered  that  the  bark-rigged  vessel  was 
a  screw  steamer,  with  two  smoke  stacks ;  at  7  a.  m.  the  steamer  bore  due 
west  from  us,  when  the  British  flag  was  hoisted  on  board  of  her ;  we  set 
the  American  flag  in  answer,  and  kept  it  flying  about  ten  minutes,  then 
hauled  it  down;  at  haK  past  7  a.  m.  the  steamer  tacked  ship,  took  in 
all  sail  and  steamed  up  towards  us;  shortly  afterwards  a  shot  was  fired 
from  the  s'aid  steamer  towards  iis,  passing  a  few  yards  leeward  of  the 
ship ;  we  then  brought  the  ship  to  the  wiud  in  the  usual  manner,  the 
steamer  approached  within  a  few  yards  to  windward  and  some  person 
hailed  the  ship,  in  the  usual  mamier,  asking  where  we  were  from,  and 
where  we  were  bound.  We  replied  in  the  usual  manner,  and  some  per- 
son on  board  the  steamer  said  they  would  send  a  boat  aboard.  A  boat 
filled  with  armed  men  came  alongside  the  ship,  and  an  officer  who  had 
charge  of  the  boat  came  aboard  and  demanded  the  ship's  papers  to  look 
at;  the  moment  the  officer  stepped  on  board  the  British  flag  was  hauled 
down  and  a  flag  called  the  Confederate  States'  flag  (with  three  horizon- 
tal stripes,  red,  white,  and  red,  with  a  blue  union  containing  thirteen 
white  stars)  was  substituted.  I  produced  the  ship's  papers,  and  after  he 
had  examined  them  he  told  me  the  ship  was  a  prize  to  the  Confede- 
rate States  steamer  Florida,  Captain  Mafifitt.  I  said  to  the  officer  that 
the  cargo  of  the  ship  was  principally  British,  and  directed  his  attention 
to  the  British  consul's  certificates  attached  to  each  bill  of  lading.  He 
said  that  was  no  protection,  that  the  shij>  was  a  good  prize,  and  that  I 
must  get  ready  to  go  on  board  the  Florida,  adding  at  the  same  time 
that  the  boat  was  ready.  I  asked  for  the  ship's  pajpers,  and  he  said  that 
he  would  keep  them  and  send  them  on  board  the  Florida.  I  handed 
him  a  letter  given  me  in  Boston  containing  invoices  and  proofs  of  the 
nationality  of  the  cargo,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  it.  I  was  told  to 
take  nothing  but  wearing  apparel,  and  not  too  much  of  that,  as  it  would 
not  be  allowed.  He  demanded  all  private  arms  and  pistols,  took  the 
two  chronometers  and  all  the  nautical  instruments,  and  before  I  had 
time  to  pack  up  my  clothing  two  armed  men  entered  the  cabin  and  told 
me  to  go  in  the  boat,  the  officer  saying  he  would  send  my  clothing 
aboard.  I  obeyed,  as  resistance  was  useless.  I,  with  the  officers  and 
crew,  was  transported  to  the  steamer ;  on  arrival  there  all,  except  the 
first  officer  and  myself,  were  put  in  irons.  I  inquired  for  the  comman- 
der, and  asked  him  if  he  was  Captain  Maffitt.    He  repUed  that  he  was. 
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I  told  Mm  tlie  ship's  cargo  was  principally  British,  and  that  the  bills  of 
lading  had  British  consul's  certificates  attached.  He  said  that  made 
no  difference.  I  protested  against  his  proceeding.  He  said  the  ship 
was  a  good  prize.  I  asked  him  i'f  he  would  bond  the  ship.  He  replied, 
"  No ;  I  shall  bond  no  more  American  ships ;  it  is  a  preposterous  idea 
to  think  of  bonding  an  American  ship  in  order  to  save  a  little  British 
cargo,  for  since  Lincoln  has  declared  the  bonds  of  the  Ariel  null  and 
void  I  shall  destroy  and  not  bond  any  American  ships  I  may  capture." 
A  prize  crew  was  put  on  board  the  Bed  Gauntlet,  and  she  kept  company 
with  the  steamer,  standing  north-northwest.  The  ship  was  plundered 
from  day  to  day,  in  moderate  weather  the  cargo  and  stores  being  trans- 
ported to  the  steamer,  as  well  as  my  own  personal  property,  consisting 
of  a  chronometer,  a  sextant,  a  spy-glass,  an  opera-glass,  barometer, 
books,  charts,  wearing  apparel,  and  other  personal  property,  being 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  steamier,  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew. 

Thursday,  June  18,  gave  chase  to  and  came  up  with  the  brig  Due 
Fratelli,  of  Genoa.  The  brig  was  boarded  under  the  British  flag,  and 
on  the  return  of  the  boat  the  so-called  Confederate  States'  flag  was  sub- 
stituted. On  the  return  of  the  boat  I  was  ordered  to  go  in  the  boat 
with  my  officers;  we  obeyed  and  were  transferred  to  the  brig,  without 
being  consulted  or  ha\dng  any  voice  in  the  matter.  The  latitude  was 
13°  27'  north,  longitude  40°  west,  the  Bed  Gauntlet  in  company. 

Friday,  June  19,  at  2  p.  m.,  saw  the  Florida  and  Bed  Gauntlet  both 
standing  to  the  north-northwest. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  whom  it  may  concern,  thati,  AugustusH.. 
Lucas,  late  master  of  the  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  for  andin  behalf  of 
all  parties  concerned  or  interested  in  said  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  her  cargo, 
stores,  outfits,  freight,  insurance,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner  inte- 
rested in  anything  appertaining  to  the  said  ship,  do  hereby  protest 
against  the  capture  and  piratical  detention  of  said  ship  and  cargo; 
against  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  said  steamer  Florida, 
collectively  and  individually ;  also  against  the  builders  and  owners  of 
said  steamer;  against  the  government  or  governments,  or  belligerents, 
recognized  or  otherwise,  who  may  be  interested  in  said  steamer ;  and 
against  any  and  all  governments  and  authorities,  local  or  otherwise,  who 
have  permitted  the  said  steamer  to  be  fitted  out,  armed,  equipped, 
manned,  supplied,  recruited,  or  allowed  to  enter  or  depart  from  their  ports 
or  dependencies ;  and  also  other  persons  assisting  in  the  same :  and  in 
behalf  of  all  concerned  shall  hold  each  and  all  of  them  responsible  for 
all  damage  or  damages  which  may  or  shall  arise  in  consequence  of  said 
capture ;  and  also  for  all  losses  which  may  occur  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
charterers,  agents,  shippers,  consignees,  underwriters,  master,  officers, 
or  crew  of  said  ship,  in  consequence  of  said  capture.  And  I,  together 
with  the  officers  of  said  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  do  hereby  conjointly  sign 
this  protest. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  port  of  Antwerp,  this  1st  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

In  testimony  whereof  these  appearers  have  hereunto  subscribed  their 
names ;  and  I,  the  said  consul,  have  granted  to  the  said  master  this 
public  instrument  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consrdate,'to  serve 
and  avail  him  and  all  others  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  as  need  and 

occasion  may  require,  

A.  W.  CBAWFOBD,  United  States  Consul. 
A.  H.  LUCAS,  Master. 
E.  T.  DODGE,  First  Officer. 
CHAELES  E.  ALMY,  Second  Officer. 
C,  L.  BEADY,  Third  Officer. 
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I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  for  Antwerp  and  the 
dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and 
genuine  copy  of  the  protest  made  by  the  master  of  the  ship  Red  Gaunt- 
let, having  been  compared  by  myself  with  the  original  and  found  to 
agree  therewith,  word  for  word  and  figure  for  figure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate,  this  1st  day  of 
August,  1863. 

A.  W.  CEAWFOED,  United  States  Consul. 

British  Consitlate,  Antwerp. 
I,  the    undersigned,  her   Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  Antwerp, 
hereby  certify  that  A.  W".  Crawford,  esq.,  whose  signature  is  attached 
to  the  foregoing  document,  is  the  consul  of  the  United  States  residing 
at  this  port. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  af&xed  my 
seal  of  office,  this  5th  day  of  August,  1863. 

G.  A.  GEATTOK 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

ifo.  534.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  N'ovember  13,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  several  dispatches 
received  this  week,  Nos.  741,  742,  I  have  nothing  further  to  report, 
excepting  the  reception  of  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell,  of  the  10th  instant, 
in  acknowledgment  of  mine  of  the  31st  tdtimo,  a  copy  of  which  accom- 
panied my  No.  530,  sent  to  you  last  week.  A  copy  of  his  reply  is  here- 
with transmitted. 

********* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William;  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  10, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  inclosing  further  papers  respecting  the  proceedings  of  the 
Alabama  and  the  Florida. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
ChAeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

~So.  1050.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  29, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to 
this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  dispatch  of 
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Mr.  Allen,  United  States  consul  at  Bermuda,  to  which  it  refers,  relative 
to  the  insurgent  steamer  Florida  making  the  Bermuda  Islands  a  base  for 
depredations  on  our  commerce,  and  to  alleged  partiality  shown  to  rebel 
cruisers  in  British  colonial  ports.  The  facts  seem  to  warant  the  remon- 
strance which  Mr.  "Welles  suggests  should  be  addressed  to  Earl  Eussell, 
which  course  you  will  adopt,  but  in  a  form  that,  while  it  leaves  no  doubt 
of  our  sense  of  injury,  will,  nevertheless,  give  no  just  cause  of  offense 
to  the  British  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  (Sic. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  Fo.  774,  Sep- 
tember 2, 1864,  jaost.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  774.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  2, 1864. 
Sir:  Under  the  directions  contained  in  your  dispatch  Fo.  1050,  of 
the  29th  of  July,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  EusseU,  on  the  19th  of 
August,  on  the  case  of  the  Oreto,  alias  the  Florida,  at  Bermuda.  Copies 
of  this  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  on  the  22d  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 


CHARLES  FEANdlS  ADAMS, 


Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  19, 1864. 

Mt  Loed  :  It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  I  find  myself  compelled 
to  caU  the  attention  of  your  lordship  to  the  abuse  made  of  the  neutrality 
of  the  island  of  Bermuda  by  the  vessels  under  the  direction  of  the  in- 
surgents in  the  United  States,  in  making  it  a  base  for  hostile  operations 
against  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  nation.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
to  your  consideration  the  copy  of  an  extract  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Allen, 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  place,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
which  he  makes  certain  statements  respecting  the  reception  there  of  the 
gunboat  known  under  the  name  of  the  Florida,  and  her  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings, which  appear  to  be  directly  in  violation  of  the  regulations  here- 
tofore laid  down  by  her  Majesty's  government.  I  beg  permission  to 
remind  your  lordship  of  the  remonstraiices  which  were  promptly  made 
a  short  time  since,  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,- 
for  proceedings  of  a  fer  less  exceptionable  character. 

Iifot  doubting  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  full 
justice  in  the  premises,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of 
the  highest  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  feancis  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell^  &c.,  &c.,  &o. 
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Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Department,  July  26, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  lionor  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  extract  from  a 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Allen,  our  consul  at  Bermuda,  under  date  of  the  30th  of 
June  ultimo,  addressed  to  you,  and  referred  to  this  department,  in 
regard  to  the  steamer  Florida.  The  renewed  depredations  of  this  semi- 
piratical  craft  render  it  imperative,  in  my  opinion,' that  the  attention 
of  the  British  government  should  he  called  to  the  fact  that  Bermuda 
is  made  the  base  of  operations  for  war  upon  our  commerce.  During  the 
whole  period  of  the  rebellion  the  British  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
especially  those  nearest  our  coast,  have  been  the  resort  and  nurseries  of 
the  blockade  runners,  who  have  made  it  a  business  to  traffic  with  and 
furnish  supplies  to  the  rebels  that  are  making  war  on  the.  government. 
Our  countrymen  have  submitted  to  this  abuse,  in  which  so  large  an 
amount  of  British  capital  and  British  enterprise  is  embarked,  with  a 
forbearance  that  would  scarcely  have  been  borne  by  any  other  people. 
But  it  will  not  be  endured  that  the  rebel  corsairs,  which  are  engaged  in 
plundering  our  commerce  and  destroying  our  -shipping,  shall  find  refuge, 
protection,  and  encouragement  in  the  British  islands  that  are  nearest 
our  coast,  and  make  them  the  base  of  predatory  operations  in  violation 
of  good  faith,  international  law,  and  neutral  obligations. 

Mr.  Allen  writes  as  follows : 

"The  Florida,  after  remaining  in  port  nine  days,  went  to  sea  last 
Monday  evening,  but  has  not  been  far  from  land ;  she  is  in  sight  to-day 
from  the  hUls,  about  six  miles  off.  She  boards  all  vessels  approaching 
these  islands;  she  received  all  the  eoal  and  supplies  they  wanted.  The 
coal  was  taken  from  the  ship  Storm  King,  C.  L.  Hobson,  of  Eichmond, 
agent." 

Heretofore  exceptions  have  been  taken  by  her  Majesty's  representa- 
tive against  our  ships  of  war  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  a  neutral  port 
to  prevent  violations  of  blockade,  and  our  ships  are  permitted  to  remain 
but  twenty-four  hours  in  a  British  port ;  but  here  is  a  predatory  rover, 
without  acknowledged  nationality,  permitted  to  remain  in  a  British  port 
nine  days,  and  then  to  coal  and  receive  her  supplies  in  order  to  go  forth 
and  plunder  our  merchantmen  engaged  in  peaceful  commerce.  Without 
this  encouragement  and  assistance  in  the  British  islands  the  Florida 
would  not  perpetrate  these  outrages.  It  appears  to  me  imperative  that 
the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  should  be  called  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  abuse  should  be  discontinued. 

Consul  Allen  reports  that  the  Florida,  after  leaving  port,  remained  off 
the  harbor,  within  about  six  miles,  and  boarded  all  vessels  approaching 
the  island. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEOK"  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Ifavy. 

Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  August  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant  and  its  inclosure,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Florida 
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at  Bermuda,  and  to  inform  you  that  this  matter  shall  have  the  attention 
of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&g.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seioard, 

No.  781.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  9, 1864. 
Sir  :  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  No.  774,  of  the  2d  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  EusseU's  reply  to  my  note  to 
him  of  the  19th  of  last  month,  remonstrating  against  the  coarse  of  the 
authorities  of  Bermuda  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Florida. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  5, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Florida  at  Bermuda,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her 
Majesty's  government  have  received  reports  on  the  same  subject  from 
her  Majesty's  colonial  and  naval  authorities,  and  that,  after  due  consid- 
eration of  the  same,  they  are  of  opinion  that,  although  some  disposition 
was  manifested  by  the  commander  of  the  Florida  to  evade  the  strin- 
gency of  her  Majesty's  regulations,  the  most  commendable  strictness 
and  diligence  in  enforcing  those  regulations  was  observed  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities,  and  that  no  substantial  deviation,  either  from  the 
letter  or  from  the  spirit  of  those  regulations, was  permitted  to  or  did  take 
place. 

I  have  further  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government 
consider  that  the  conduct  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Bermuda,  on 
the  occasion  in  question,  was  perfectly  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yOur  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chajbles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  cfec,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  809.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  10, 1864. 

gj-O    .  *  *  ***** 

Some  attempts  have  been  made  here  by  the  rebel  agents  and  their 
allies  to  raise  an  excitement  about  the  capture  of  the  Oreto,  alias  the 
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Florida,  at  Bahia.  The  accounts  of  that  transaction  all  come  from  those 
ofi&cers  of  the  vessel  who  have  arrived  at  Southampton,  and  are,  of 
course,  untrustworthy.  As  this  government  is  not  at  present  in  diplo- 
matic communication  with  that  of  the  Brazils,  and  the  prospect  of  recon- 
ciliation through  the  mediation  of  Portugal  is  as  yet  pretty  remote,  I  do 
not  presume  that  it  will  attempt  to  meddle  in  any  way  with  the  matter. 
The  position  of  the  French  Emperor  would  seem  to  be  in  some  degree 
compromised  by  his  singular  decision  in  the  case  of  the  General  Arm- 
strong. Nevertheless,  whatever  questions  may  spring  out  of  this  trans- 
action ought  to  be,  and,  I  doubt  not,  wiU  be,  decided  upon  by  the  Pres- 
ident, purely  on  their  intrinsic  merits,  and  without  regard  to  immediate 
circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1196.]         ■  .  Department- OP  State, 

Washington,  December  21, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  your  dispatch  No.  819  you  gave  an  account  of  the  trial  and 
conviction  of  Jones  and  Hyatt,  for  violations  of  the  anti-enlistment  law. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  lenity  of  the  sentence  upon  the  offenders 
proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  the  offense  was  venial.  I  send  you  here^ 
with  some  intercepted  correspondence  found  on  board  of  the  Florida, 
which,  if  rightly  viewed,  ought  to  lead  to  a  conviction  of  those  persons 
and  others  of  systematic,  habitual,  and  daring  contempt  of  the  British 
laws.  It  is  thought  expedient  to  have  prosecutions  instituted  against 
these  persons.  It  can  do  us  no  harm  to  know  the  exact  amount  of  pro- 
tection we  can  derive  from  British  laws  administered  by  British  courts. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  (fee,  (fee.,  <S;c. 

[For  dispatch  No.  819  see  p.  468  of  this  volume.  For  inclosures  see 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  857,  dated  January  19, 1865, 
post.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1233.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  10, 1865. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Morse,  our  consul  at  London,  by  a  dispatch  of  the  23d  ulti- 
mo, informs  me  that  he  has  furnished  you  with  such  information  as  he 
communicated  in  that  dispatch  to  me  concerning  the  written  orders 
issued  by  insurgents  in  Great  Britain  to  some  of  the  crew  of  the  pirate 
Florida,  to  report  for  duty  on  another  piratical  vessel  called  the  Eappa- 
hannock. 

I  wUl  thank  you,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  to  present  to  her 
Majesty's  government  such  remonstrances  against  these  proceedings  as 
may  tu  your  judgment  be  expedient. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfec,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr,  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No  263.J  ^  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  December  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewitli  .Tnclose  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  sworn  to  by  Thomas 
Gibson  and  William  Toung,  firemen  on  tlie  steamer  Florida,  and  serving 
as  such  on  board  said  steamer  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  with  the  ticket 
granting  leave  of  absence  attached. 

It  appears  that  such  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  as  were  not 
captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Wachusetts,  came  to  London, 
where  they  were  met  by  Captain  Morris  and  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
Florida.  The  men  were  retained  in  the  rebel  service,  granted  leave  of 
absence  by  written  permit  signed  by  Captain  Morris,  and  ordered  in 
writing  to  report  "  for  duty  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Rappa- 
hannock." If  this  cannot  be  construed  iato  a  reshipment  of  the  men 
from  the  Florida,  it  is  surely  making  this  country  the  base  of  their  pirat- 
ical operations.  I  only  obtained  the  affidavit  last  evening.  The  origi- 
nal, with  the  origtaal  ticket  attached,  wiU  be  sent  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 
Hon.  WniLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


I,  Thomas  Gibson,  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely,  swear 
that  I  was  fireman  on  board  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida,  and 
was  paid  off  at  the  St.  Katherine  Hotel,  opposite  the  St.  Katherine  dock, 
ou  Monday,  the  5th  instant,  by  Captain  Morris,  and  Captain  Morris 
signed  my  liberty  ticket,  which  was  handed  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Barnes 
in  the  presence  of  Captain  Taylor,  the  paymaster,  Mr.  King,  the  mas- 
ter's mate,  and  the  liberty  ticket  attached  to  this  statement  is  the  one 
that  was  given  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Barnes. 

THOMAS  GIBSOK 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Gibson,  at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  22d  day  of  December,  J864,  before  me, 

JNO.  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


I,  William  Toung,  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear 
that  I  was  fireman  on  board  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida,  and 
was  paid  off  at  the  St.  Katherine  Hotel,  along  with  the  remainder  of 
the  crew  of  the  Florida,  as  stated  by  deponent  Thomas  Gibson,  on  the 
same  date  and  time,  and  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Morris,  Paymaster 
Taylor,  Lieutenant  Barnes,  and  Mr.  King,  master's  mate.  I  received  a 
liberty  ticket,  worded,  signed,  and  delivered  to  me  the  same  as  deponent 
Thomas  Gibson,  which  is  attached. 

WILLIAM  TOUNG. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  William  Toung,  at  my  office.  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  22d  December,  1864,  before  me, 

JNO.  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chamcery. 
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LowDON,  December,  1,  1864. 
•     Thomas  Gibson  (P.  man)  lias  leave  of  absence  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1865,  and  wUl,  at  the  expiration  of  his  leave,  report  for  duty  aboard 
the  0.  S.  S.  Eappahannock,  at  Calais,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida. 

0.  MANIGAULT  MOREIS, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

ISo.  857.J  *  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  19,  1865, 
gj]j  .#*#*#*** 
I  have  caused  the  intercepted  correspondence  inclosed  with  this  last 
dispatch  [No.  1196]  to  be  copied  and  transmitted  to  Lord  Eussell,  with  a 
note,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  herewith.        ***** 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[The  above  dispatch,  together  with  Mr.  Adams's  letter  to  Earl  Eussell, 
dated  January  18,  1865,  will  be  found  printed  in  full  unc^r  the  head 
"Enforcement  of  ISTeutrality,"  subdivision  "Prosecutions  of  Eebel 
Agents,"  see  page  4=69  of  this  volume.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  LJarl  Eussell. 
[Extract.] 

Legaton  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  18,  1865. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of 
certain  letters  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  They  are  offered  in  the  nature  of  cumulative  evidence 
to  prove  the  systematical  manner  in  which  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom 
has  been  habitually  abused  by  insurgent  emissaries  sent  out  here  expressly 
for  that  purpose.  ****** 

I  pray,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Senac  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

Paris,  September  18, 1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  On  the  opposite  side  of  this  sheet  you  have  a  memoran- 
dum of  money  advanced  to  the  men  belonging  to  the  Florida,  who  were 
attached  to  the  Lapwing. 

As  I  have  no  means  of  getting  the  proper  vouchers  for  this  money, 
please  forward  me  a  certificate  that  the  amounts  have  been  checked 
against  their  respective  accounts.  It  will  be  easy  for  you  to  procure 
vouchers  from  them,  for  that  portion  of  the  money  paid  for  their  board 
and  traveling  expenses,  when  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  it. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

F.  SENAC. 
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Account  loith  seamen  of  the  Florida. 

SUM  OF  MONEY  PAID  CREW  OP  LAPWING. 

Jolm  Eoss .Per  pay $84  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

$130  75 

James  Hawthorn. .  .Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

;-     100  75 

Thomas  F.  Brown.  .Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board •. . .     21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

100  75 

William  Wilson Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

100  75 

James  McDonald. .  .Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

100  75 

J.  W.  McPonald Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 10  00 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00    ' 

89  50 

623  25 


The  above  men  were  furnished  by  my  agents,  Jones  &  Co.,  Liverpool, 
who  held  the  receipts  of  the  men  for  the  above  amounts. 

P.  SBNAC. 
Whole  amount  paid,  $73  21  and  $19  40. 
To  Huolle,  due  by  department  for  transportation,  $19  40. 

Liverpool,  September  10, 1865. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  each  received  from  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co. 
the  sums  against  which  our  names  are  respectively  placed.  Any  sur- 
plus of  the  five  pounds  for  traveling  expenses  to  Brest  to  be  placed 
against  our  wages  account. 

Wages — each  three  months — and  boarding  expenses,  to  Brest : 

[Exchange  at  four  sliillmga.] 

10  16  0.  .3  months,  $23  per  m.,  47—6  wk.  &  1.5  day.  .John  Boss. 
10  16  0..         "  22       "      47  5         ..  Jas.  Hawthorn. 

10  16  0..         ''  22       "      47  5         .  .Thos.P.Brown. 

10  16  0..         "  22       "      47  5         ..Wm. Wilson. 

hia 

10  16  0..         "  22       "      47  5         ..  Jas.  +  McDonald. 

mark. 

10  16  0..         "  22       "      47 — 3  5         ..  J.  W.  McDonald. 

Prom  September  11  to  September  14 6| 

2s. 

L.  to  L.  16  9—188  meals 3 

9  0 — 4, 008  railroad  and  steam 1 

2 — 118  baggage 4 

42  A  C — VOL.  n 
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Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Go.  to  Mr.  Barney. 

LiVEKPOOL,  Septemher  22, 1863. 
Deab.  Sir  :  We  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yotir  favor  of  the 
18th  instant,  the  contents  of  which  we  have  noted,  and  will  have  our 
best  attention. 

We  are  informed  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  the  builders  o^  the 
engines  of  the  Florida,  that  the  spare  machinery  to  which  you  refer  was 
sent  to  Havre  some  time  ago,  and  is  now  lying  there  subject  to  an  order  for 
delivery,  which  they  have  given  to  Captain  Bullock.  We  are  also  informed 
by  the  same  parties  that  they  sent  a  blower,  but  they  believe  it  is  not  the 
sort  required,  and  they  are  now  endeavoring  to  procure  a  more  suitable 
one. 

As  regards  the  engineers,  we  must  await  Captain  Bullock's  return  to 
know  who  the  men  are.  We  have  requested  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Co.  to  engage  two  or  three  good,  steady  firemen ;  and  as  soon  as  Cap- 
tain Bullock  arrives,  (on  the  24th,)  we  will  endeavor  to  have  engineers, 
firemen,  and  machinery  sent  to  you,  and  by  the  route  you  suggest. 
We  ate,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

FEASEE,  TEENHOLM  &  CO. 
I.  E.  AEMSTEONG. 

[For  remainder  of  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  under  the  head  "En- 
forcement of  Neutrality,  "  subdivision  "Prosecution  of  Eebel  Agents, " 
page  469  of  this  volume.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  863. 1  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  ixom  the 
department  numbered  from  1232  to  1233  inclusive.        *        *  * 

In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  No.  1233,  dated  the  10th  instant, 
I  can  only  say  that  Mr.  Morse  on  that  day  addressed  to  me  a  letter  em- 
bodying the  substance  of  the  information  which  he  sent  to  the  depart- 
ment, a  copy  of  which  letter  I  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Lord 
Eussell,  in  a  note  dated  the  14th.  To  this  note  I  have  not  yet  received 
any  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAJVi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1309.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the 

24th  of  February  last,  which  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  esq.,  our  consul  at 

Nassau,  has  addressed  to  this  department,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 

blockade-running  from  that  port  has  ceased ;  that  rumors  exist  to,  the 
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effect  that  some  of  the  vessels  recently  engaged  in  running  the  blockade 
from  Nassau  are  about  proceeding  to  Havana,  there  to  be  fitted  out  as 
privateers,  and  under  the  United  States  flag  to  depredate  upon  British 
commerce,  thus  hoping  to  effect  a  rupture  between  the  two  countries, 
which  would  ultimately  result  beneficially  for  the  insurgents,  and  that 
the  governor  of  that  province  is  an  attendant  upon  all  occasions  of  fes- 
tivity, from  which  those  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  Union  cause  are 
excluded.  You  may  make  tliis  known  informally  to  Earl  Eussell,  at  the 
same  time  saying  that  the  consvil  is  a  person  of  remarkable  prudence 
and  candor. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <S;c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Kirh;patrich  to  Mr.  Seward. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Wassau,  February  24,  I860. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  blockade-running  from  this 
port  has  ceased.  Several  of  the  steamers  have  gone  to  Havana,  and 
more  are  going.  The  Edith  left  for  there,  with  General  Preston  and  aid,, 
of  the  rebel  army,  on  board.  He  has  been  here  for  some  time,  though 
he  has  made  one  or  two  attempts  to  get  to  the  confederacy,  but  without 
success.  He  has  been  quite  a  lion  here,  having  been  an  attendant  on 
governor's  parties  and  balls ;  has  been  called  upon  by  the  governor  in 
person  at  the  hotel.  The  governor  is  an  attendant  on  any  and  every 
festi'S'e  occasion ;  he  attended  a  "  maroon,"  (something  like  our  "  pic- 
nics ;")  it  was  given  by  a  party  of  blockade-runners,  and  he  had  to  give 
a  party  in  return ;  and  he  recently  attended  a  large  southern  or  southern- 
interest  party,  given  by  the  notorious  blockade-runner  Lafltte,  where  he 
remained  until  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At  none  of  these  par- 
ties have  I  heard  of  any  person  of  northern  feelings  or  sympathies  being 
invited  or  jiresent.  There  are  rumors  here  that  some  of  the  vessels  re- 
cently engaged  in  blockade-running  from  this  port  are  going  to  Havana 
to  fit  up  as  privateers  to  cruise  against  British  commerce  under  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  expectation  and  hope  that  such  a  step' 
would  lead  to  a  war  between  the  two  countries  and  aid  the  confederacy.- 
I  know  not  whether  they  would  do  so  desperate  an  act,  though  they 
seemed  desperate  enough  for  anything;  but  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  it,  as  I  have  that  of  the  con- 
sul at  Havana  and  the  authorities  here,  but  trust  it  may  prove  untrue. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  KIRKPATRICK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  t6c.,  t&c,  t&c.  ' 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  951.]  LEaATiON  of  the  Uni'ted  States, 

London,  May  11,  1865. 
Sir:  As  connected  with  the  dispatch  No.  1309,  of  the  18th  of  March, 
jfrom  the  department,  and  its  inclosures  from  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  which  I 
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submitted  to  the  cousideration  of  Lord  Russell,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  of  his  lordship  of  the  3d  of  May  relative  to 
that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAIjrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  Huntek, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKEiGN  Oeeicb,  May  3,  1865. 

Sir  :  You  were  good  enough,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  to  read  to  me  a  dis- 
patch whicb  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  United  States  consul  at  ZJTassau,  had 
addressed  to  Mr.  Seward,  referring  to  a  rumor  that  vessels  hitherto 
engaged  in  blockade-running  were  about  to  proceed  to  Havana,  there 
to  be  fitted  out  as  privateers,  and  under  the  United  States  flag  to  commit 
depredations  upon  British  commerce. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  reports  received  from  the  governor  of 
Nassau,  and  from  her  Majesty's  consul-general  at  the  Havana,  concur 
in  not  attaching  any  importance  to  this  rumor.  The  latter  officer,  how- 
ever, says,  that  thinking  it  not  impossible  that  some  of  those  vessels 
might  be  equipped  as  privateers  .to  cruise  against  American  trade,  he 
had  taken,  in  concert  with  his  United  States  colleague  and  the  Spanish 
authorities,  such  steps  as  it  is  believed  wUl  effectually  prevent  any  such 
attempts  from  being  successfully  carried  into  effect. 

The  governor  of  the  Bahamas  has  taken  this  opportunity  of  address- 
ing to  her  Majesty's  government  a  representation  with  reference  to  the 
tone  adopted  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  in  his  communications  with  the  colonial 
authorities. 

It  appears,  from  the  correspondence  of  which  I  inclose  copies,  that 
Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  in  a  letter  dated  the  23d  of  February,  called  upon  the 
governor  to  institute  proceedings  against  Captain  Maffit,  then  in  port,  as 
captain  of  the  blockade-running  ship  Owl,  for  having  enlisted  men  at 
Nassau  in  1862,  to  serve  on  board  the  Oreto,  or  Florida.  Mr.  Eark- 
patrick's  letter  reached  the  governor  late  on  the  same  evening,  but,  in 
the  meantime,  Captain  Maifit  had  left  the  port.  As,  however,  it  was 
possible  that  Captaiii  Maffit  might  retiu'n  to  Nassau,  the  governor  lost 
no  time  in  instructing  the  attorney  general  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
Kirkpatrick,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  necessary  information  to 
enable  him  to  act. 

The  informatioii  which  had  led. to  the  consul's  representation  turned 
out  to  be  a  declaration  taken  before  a  notary  on  the  4th  of  September, 
1862,  and  had  reference  merely  to  the  transhipment  of  guns  and  stores, 
and  contained  no  evidence  of  enlistment. 

The  case  did  not,  therefore,  appear  to  be  one  in  which  proceedings 
could  be  taken,  biit  the  governor,  nevertheless,  instructed  the  attorney 
general  that  if  the  inquiries  which  he  was  directed  to  institute  should 
yield  any  tangible  proof  of  a  violation  of  the  law  by  persons  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courtsof  the  colony,  proceedings  should  be  instituted. 

The  following  are  the  comments  of  the  governor  upon  this  corres- 
pondence : 

He  observes,  in  the  first  place,  that  Captain  Maflt  arrived  at  Nassau 
in  the  Owl  on  the  3l8t  January ;  that  the  consul  must  have  been  aware 
of  his  arrival;  and  that,  as  it  must  be  presumed  that  the  consul  had 
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long  known  of  the  existence  of  the  document  now  produced  after  a 
lapse  of  two  years  and  a  half,  it  is  strange  that  he  should  have  abstained 
from  making  his  representation  until  Captain  Maffit  was  vipon  the  point 
of  leaving  the  port,  and  it  was  too  late  for  the  governor  to  act. 

2.  The  consul  alleges  as  the  reason  for  his  delay,  that  Captain  Maffit 
had  not  been  at  Nassau  at  any  other  time  when  the  witnesses  could  be 
obtained,  but  the  governor  observes  that  Captain  Maffit  was  at  ITassau 
for  some  days  in  January,  1863.  At  all  events,  the  documents  might 
have  been  produced  in  September,  1862,  when  the  then  consul  of  the 
United  States  had  called  attention  to  the  arming  of  the  Oreto,  and 
had  in  reply  been  invited  to  bring  forward  evidence.  And  the  governor 
says,  that  as  it  was  not  then  brought  forward,  the  attorney  general  was, 
in  his  opinion,  borne  out  in  characterizing  the  charge  as  an  old  one,  and 
in  saying  that  under  the  circumstances  he  must  require  clear  and  posi- 
tive evidence  before  proceeding  against  Captain  Maffit. 

The  governor  further  observes,  that  the  consul  was  not  justified  in 
complaining  of  the  government  for  not  acting  upon  such  statements, 
still  less  in  commenting  upon  the  acts  of  the  governor  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  his  subordinate  officer. 

3.  The  governor  observes  that  the  consul  appears  to  think  it  a  hard- 
ship and  a  cause  of  complaint  that  he  should  be  called  upon  to  furnish 
evidence  in  support  of  the  charges  which  he  brings  forward,  and  that 
he  should  be  asked  to  assist  the  government  in  prosecuting  the  inquiries 
which  he  has  himself  provoked;  and  the  governor  further  observes 
that  the  consul  does  not  appear  to  perceive  the  difference  between  the 
proceedings  which  the  government  can  take  against  a  suspected  vessel, 
and  the  legal  formalities  by  which  it  is  boimd  in  prosecuting  a  criminal 
charge  against  any  person  connected  with  it. 

But  the  governor  says,  4.  That  a  still  more  objectionable  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  the  consul  appears  to  be  his  practice  of  introducing  into 
his  correspondence'  irrelevant  and  unfounded  accusations  against  the 
colonial  government.  The  governor  says  that  the  consul  lately  made  a 
charge  of  this  description  with  reference  to  the  landing  of  boats  from 
the  United  States  ship  of  war  Honduras,  and  that  the  charge  is  repeated 
in  a  different  form  in  his  letter  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  7th  of 
February.  The  governor  says  he  need  scarcely  enlarge  upon  the  diffi- 
culty, on  the  one  hand,  of  challenging  such  statements,  Avithout  provok- 
ing an  inconvenient  and  endless  correspondence,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
of  carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  a  consular  officer  who  writes  in 
this  spirit  and  adopts  this  tone  in  his  communications  with  a  friendly 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tt«.,  &g.,  &c. 


Mr.  Kirlcpatricl;  to  Governor  Raioson. 

United  States  '  Consulate, 
Nassau,  February  23,  1865, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  a  violation 
of  the  laws  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen's  dominions,  by  the  enlistment  of 
men  within  this  colony  by  Captain  MafSt,  (now  here  as  captain  of 
blockade-running  ship  Owl,)  having  shipped  men  in  this  port  for  the 
rebel  privatedr  Oreto,  or  Florida. 
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These  enlistments  took  place  after  the  trial  in  relation  to  that  vessel 
was  held,  and  two,  at  least,  of  the  men  thus  enhsted  are  now  in  this 
city,  and  can  be  pointed  out  if  desired.  I  understand,  further,  that 
there  are  affidavits  of  their  own  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Dillet. 
The  reason  of  this  long  delay  is,  that  Captain  MaflBit  has  not  been  here 
at  any  other  time  when  the  witnesses  could  be  obtained.  He  is  under- 
stood to  be  ready  to  depart  from  here  soon,  and  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  measures  should  be  taken  at  once  to  vindicate. the  laws 
openly  and  notoriously  violated  in  this  instance. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

THOMAS  KIEKPATEICK. 
His  Excellency  Eawson  W.  Eawson, 

Governor,  d;c.,   cfcc,  &o. 


Mr.  Anderson  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

Attornbt  General's  OPFicii, 

N^assau,  February  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  His  excellency  the  governor  has  placed  in  my  hands  your  letter 
of  yesterday's  date,  and  has  instructed  me  to  put  myself  in  communi- 
cation with  you,  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  to  enable 
me  to  act  in  reference  to  the  matter  brought  by  you  under  his  excel- 
lency's notice. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  detailed 
statement  of  your  proofs,  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses  who  can  be 
produced  to  sustain  the  same. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  C.  AEDEESOK,  Attorney  General. 

Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  Esq.,  t&c,  die.,  &c. 


Mr.  Kirkpatrick  to  Mr.  Anderson. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Iffassau,  Februury  24,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  this  day,  asking 
me  to  "  furnish  you  the  evidence,  with  details  of  the  matters  submitted 
to  his  excellency  the  governor  by  me  yesterday."  Inclosed  you  will  iind 
copies  of  the  aifidavits  taken  at  the  time  of  the  transaction,  and  Charles 
Jackson,  esq.,  can  point  out  the  witnesses  who  are  now  here.  I  deeply 
regret  that  steps  were  not  taken  for  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  party 
before  he  left  in  the  vessel  this  morning,  or  late  last  night,  or  when 
unofficially  brought  to  j^our  notice,  as  I  understand  it  was  yesterday 
morning ;  and  regret  also  that  the  government  had  not  felt  called  upon 
to  vindicate  their  violated  laws,  without  waiting  for  others  less  inter- 
ested to  call  their  attention  to  them,  and  then  also  be  called  upon  to 
furnish  evidence  to  prosecute  for  these  violations;  and  I  regret  still 
more,  that  more  simple  and  entirely  harmless  violations,  (if  violations 
at  all,)  when  innocently  committed  by  officers  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  made  the  subject  pf  severe  condemnation. 

Notwithstanding,  I  am  willing  and  desirous  to  furnish  the  government 
here  with  any  information  I  maj"  possess,  and  will  say,  in  addition,  that 
rumors  are  abroad,  with  how  much  truth  1  know  not,  that  some  of  the 
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parties  recently  engaged  in  blockade-running  are  about  fitting  a  vessel 
or  vessels  at  Havana,  under  American  colors,  to  cruisg  against  British 
vessels,  under  the  hope,  undoubtedly,  that  such  an  act  would  involve 
the  two  countries  in  war,  and  so'  aid  the  Confederate  States.  This  infor- 
mation is  said  to  have  come  from  Captain  Chadbourne,  of  the  American 
brig  E.  P.  Secret,  now  in  this  port,  and  who  is  also  said  to  have  seen  a 
commission  from  some  confederate  authority  to  fit  out  a  schooner  in  this 
port  to  cruise  and  destroy  American  vessels. 

I  shall  communicate  the  information  relating  to  the  rumor  of  fitting 
out  vessels  at  Havana  under  the  American  flag  to  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  there,  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  frustrate  the  villains 
engaged  in  it,  if  found  true. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

THOMAS  KIRKPATEIOK. 

Hon.  Gr.  C.  Anderson,  &c.,  &g.,  &g. 


Bahama  Islands: 

Be  it  known  and  made  manifest  to  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
that  on  this  day,  being  Thursday,  the  ith  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  Peter  Crawley, 
lately  a  fireman  on  board  the  British  ship  Pacific,  now  lying  at  anchor 
at  Hanover  Sound  anchorage,  James  Lockyer,  lately  a  seaman  on  board 
the  British  bark  Mary,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Liverpool,  and 
Andrew  A.  Hagan,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the  British  brig  Adelaide,  of 
and  belonging  to  the  said  port  of  Liverpool,  in  that  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain called  England,  severally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Thomas 
William  Henry  Dillet,  notary  public  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands,  by 
lawful  authority  appointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  and  did  then  and 
there,  of  their  own  free  will  and  voluntary  accord,  before  me,  the  said 
notary,  severally  and  respectively,  and  each  one  for  himself  only,  allege, 
afBrm,  declare,  and  say  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say: 

And  first  the  said  appearers  do,  and  each  of  them  doth  allege,  affirm, 
declare,  and  say,  that  on  a  Saturday  night  in  the  month  of  August  just 
past,  and  at  midnight,  they  were  proceeding  to  their  lodgings,  when  they 
met  a  mob  of  men  in  Bay  street  in  the  city  of  ISTassau,  opposite  to  the 
Matanzas  Hotel ;  that  they  knew  some  of  the  men,  who  stopped  them, 
then  laid  hold  of  them  and  said  "  come  on ; "  that  they  asked  where  they 
were  going,  and  they  replied,  "on  board  the  Oreto,  to  work  aU  the  night 
and  until  8  o'clock  the  next  day;  that  they  were  going  to  discharge  a 
schooner's  cargo  into  the  Oreto,  and  were  to  get  five  dollars  each  for  it;" 
that  they  went  on  board  the  steamship  Oreto  with  her  quartermaster, 
named  Pearson,  but  previous  to  their  going  on  board  they  asked  for  an 
explanation,  and  Pearson  told  them  they  were  to  work  aU  night  in  dis- 
charging a  schooner's  cargo  into  the  Oreto,  and  be  paid  at  8  o'clock  the 
next  day;  that  when  they  went  on  board  the  Oreto  she  was  then  lying 
outside  of  Hog  Island,  astern  of  her  Majesty's  steam  corvette  Petrel, 
and  attached  to  her  by  a  hawser;  that  the  Oreto  got  under  way  about 
an  hour  after  they  went  on  board,  and  then  went  to  sea,  and  after  they 
had  been  out  about  three  hours  the  Oreto  overtook  the  British  schooner 
Prince  Alfred,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  Kew  Providence, 
which  vessel  came  by  us,  and  Captain  Maffit  of  the  Oreto  hailed  her — 
he  asked,  "What  schooner  is  that?"  and  the  reply  was,  "The  Prince 
Alfred."  Captain  Maffit  then  asked  the  captain  of  the  Prince  Alfred  if 
he  wanted  a  tow,  and  he  said  "  Yes."  Captain  Maffit  told  him  to  take  in 
all  sail,  as  he  could  tow  him  better.    The  captain  complied.    A  hawser 
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was  sent  aboard  from  the  Oreto  and  made  fast  to  the  Prince  Alfred, 
which  vessel  was  then  towed  astern  to  Green  Cay,  one  of  the  said 
Bahama  Islands. 

That  on  the  next  morning  they  began  to  discharge  the  Prince  Alfred's 
cargo  into  the  Oreto ;  that  they  took  out  of  the  Prince  Alfred  eight  can- 
non, viz:  six  32-pounders,  broadside  guns,  and  two  68-pounder  pivot 
g^uns ;  that  they  also  discharged  shot  and  shell  in  cases,  and  ammuni- 
tion in  kegs,  all  of  which  were  put  on  board  the  Oreto;  that  the  cargo 
of  the  Prince  Alfred  was  more  than  could  be  stowed  in  the  Oreto,  and 
that  some  barrels  of  bread,  cases  of  shot  and  shell  were  left  on  her ; 
that  they  remained  so  employed  in  discharging  and  stowing  cargo  at 
Green  Cay  aforesaid  for  six  days,  and  that  before  the  Oreto  left  that 
place  she  had  all  the  guns  before  mentioned  mounted  on  her  deck. 

On  Sunday  morning,  a  week  after  they  had  been  employed,  they  were 
called  aft,  and  Captain  Maffit  and  his  first  lieutenant  came  and  they 
were  paid  three  pounds  each  for  the  work  they  had  done,  and  Captain 
Maffit  told  them  they  would  also  receive  two  dollars  a  day  each  to  it 
when  they  reached  Nassau,  which  sum  has  not  been  paid  to  them  by  any 
person  or  persons;  that  after  thiey  left  the  Oreto  they  went  on  board  the 
Prince  Alfred;  that  the  Oreto  then  hoisted  anchor  and  got  under  way, 
and  when  about  one  or  two  hundred  yards  from  them,  hoisted  the  flag 
known  as  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  that  her  crew 
manned  the  rigging  and  gave  three  cheers,  and  she  sailed  out  of  sight ; 
that  they  sailed  in  the  Prince  Alfred  on  the  following  day,  and  went 
from  Green  Cay  to  Eagged  Island,  being  twelve  daj'^s  on  the  voyage; 
that  when  they  arrived  there  Captain  Moresman  of  the  JPrince  Alfred 
told  them  that  Captain  Maffit  had  directed  him  to  find  them  a  passage 
to  Kassau;  that  they  asked  the  said  Moresman  what  about  the  two  dol- 
lars a  day  Captain  Maffit  had  promised  them,  and  he  said  he  knew 
nothing  about  it ;  that  the  said  Moresma,n  paid  their  passage  to  Nassau 
ill  the  sloop  Maria,  and  that  they  arrived  at  the  said  port  of  Nassau  on 
Sunday,  the  31st  day  of  August. 

PETEE  CEAWLEY. 

JAMES  LOCKYEE. 

ANDEEW  A.  HAGAN. 

All  which  matters  and  things  were  declared,  alleged,  and  affirmed  as 
before  is  set  forth  in  the  presence  of  me,  the  said  notary,  and  therefore 
I  have  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  being  requested 
to  testify  and  certify  the  premises ;  this  done  at  the  city  of  Nassau,  in 
the  island  of  New  Providence,  the  day  and  vear  first  above  written. 

[SEAL]  T.  WILLIAM  HENEY  DILLET, 

Notary  Public,  Bahamas, 


Mr.  Neshit  to  Mr.  KirTcpatrick. 

Colonial  Seceetaet's  Office,  , 

Nassau,  March  2, 1865. 
SiE:  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  acknowedge  your 
letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  calling  his  attention  to  the  violation  of  the  laws, 
on  the  part  of  Captain  Maffit,  by  the  enlistmeut  of  men  within  this 
colony. 

Your  letter  reached  his  excellency  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  of  the 
23d,  after  Captain  Maffit  had  actually  left  the  port.  We  lost  no  time  on 
the  following  morning  in  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  attorney  general. 
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This  officer  has  since  submitted  to  his  excellency  your  reply  to  his 
inquiries.  Upon  this  it  is  only  necessary  to  inform  you  that  the  docu- 
ment which  you  have  supplied,  dated  so  far  back  as  September,  1862, 
furnishes  no  evidence  of  any  enlistment  of  men  by  Captain  Maffit. 

With  regard  to  the  other  information  contained  in  this  document,  and 
in  your  letter  to  the  attorney  general,  his  excellency  will  take  such  steps 
as  may  appear  to  him  to  be  fitting. 

Among  these  will  be  the  transmission  of  the  correspondence  to  her 
Majesty's  government,  whose  attention  will  be  called  to  the  irrelevant 
and  unjustifiable  accusations  brought  against  this  government  in  your 
recent  letters  both  to  the  attorney  general  and  myself. 
I  have,  &c. 

C.  E.  NESBITT,  Colonial  Secretary. 
Thomas  Eorkpatkick,  Esq.,  &g.,  (fee,  &e. 

[For  further  correspondence  relative  to  claims  arising  out  of  the  de- 
predations of  the  Florida,  see  the  general  final  division  of  this  compila- 
tion, "  Claims,  convention,  &c."] 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  58.]  ■  _  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  3, 1863. 

Sm :  IVIr.  Underwood,  our  consul  at  Glasgow,  has  no  doubt  informed 
you  about  the  steamer  now  called  the  Japan,  formerly  the  Virginia, 
which  is  about  to  clear  from  that  port  for  the  East  Indies.  Some  sev- 
enty or  eighty  men,  twice  the  number  that  would  be  required  for  any 
legitimate  voyage,  were  shipped  at  Liverpool  for  this  vessel,  and  sent 
to  Greenock  on  Monday  evening  last.  They  are  shipped  for  a  voyage 
of  three  years.  My  belief  is  that  she  belongs  to  the  confederates,  and 
is  to  be  converted  into  a  privateer ;  quite  likely  to  cruise  in  the  East 
Indies,  as  Mr.  Young,  the  paymaster  from  the  Alabama,  tells  me  it  has 
always  been  a  favorite  idea  of  Mr.  MaUory,  the  secretary  of  the  confed- 
erate navy,  to  send  a  privateer  in  these  waters.  I  sent  a  man  from  here 
to  Glasgow,  to  accompany  these  men,  to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  desti- 
nation of  the  vessel,  &c.  He  has  not  been  successful  as  yet  in  his  efforts. 
He  has  been  on  board,  and  writes  that  she  has  no  armament,  and  he  is 
still  there  watching  her.  I  have  directed  him  before  he  returns  to  visit 
the  yards  on  the  Clyde,  and  to  go  down  to  Stockton  and  Hartlepool. 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

» 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


ISo.  367.]  Legation  op  the  IlNisiED  States, 

London,  April  8, 1863. 
Snt:  I  send  by  this  steamer  copies  of  two  notes  written  to-day. 
I  liave  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8, 1863. 

My  Lokd  :  From  information  received  at  this  legation,  which  appears 
entitled  to  credit,  I  am  compelled  to  the  painful  conclusion  that  a  steam 
vessel  has  just  departed  from  the  Clyde  with  the  intent  to  depredate  on 
the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  She  passed  there  under 
the  name  of  the  Japan,  but  is  since  believed  to  have  assumed  the  name  of 
the  Virginia.  Her  immediate  destination  is  the  island  of  Alderney,  where 
it  is  supposed  she  may  yet  be  at  this  moment.  A  small  steamer  called  the 
Alar,  belonging  to  New  Haven,  and  commanded  by  Henry  P.  Maples, 
has  been  loaded  with  a  large  supply  of  gnns,  shells,  shot,  powder,  &c., 
&c.,  intended  for  the  equipment  of  the  Virginia,  and  is  either  on  the 
way,  or  has  arrived  there.  It  is  further  alleged  that  a  considerable 
number  of  British  subjects  have  been  enlisted  at  Liverpool,  and  sent 
to  serve  on  board  this  cruiser. 

Should  it  be  yet  in  the  power  of  her  Majesty's  government  to- institute 
some  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  these  proceedings  in  season  to  establish 
their  character  if  innocent,  or  to  put  a  stop  to  them  if  criminal,  I  feel 
sure  that  it  would  be  removing  a  heavy  burden  of  anxiety  from  the  minds 
of  my  countrymen  in  the  United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

0£iT«-y  Q  vj  -J- 

CHAELES  FEAN-CIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &g. 


Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Private.] 

Foreign  Office,  April  8, 1863. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  found  your  immediate  letter  on  my  arrival  at  the 
oflBce  at  12.45,  and  as  your  mail  goes,  I  believe,  to-day,  you  may  lilie  to 
know  at  once  that  within  half  an  hour  from  that  time  it  was  sent  to  the 
Home  Offtce,  within  whose  particular  jurisdiction  are  the  Channel 
Islands. 
A  copy  will  also  be  sent  to  the  treasury  as  soon,  as  it  can  be  made. 
You  shall  have  an  official  acknowledgment  of  your  letter  as  soon  as  I 
can  get  Lord  Eussell's  signature,  but  he  is  out  of  town. 
Very  respectfally,  yours, 

E.  HAMMO^STD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

lifo.  368.]  Legation  of  the  IJnited  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 
gjjj  .*####«## 

Lastly  comes  the  case  of  tlie  Japan,  alias  the  Virginia.  I  had  been 
long  in  the  possession  of  information  about  the  construction  and  outfit 
of  that  vessel  on  the  Clyde,  but  nothing  has  ever  been  furnished  me  of 
a  nature  to  base  proceedings  upon.  Learning,  however,  that  she  had 
gone  to  the  island  of  Alderney  to  take  her  armament  there,  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  send  notice  of  it  to  the  British  government,  and  leave  it  to 
them  to  act  in  the  case  as  they  might  think  fit.  Copies  of  my  note  of 
yesterday,  and  of  Mr.  Hammond's  private  note,  promptly  acknowledging 
it,  have  been  sent,  to  you,  out  of  course,  already,  with  my  Ko.  367.  I 
now  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  EusseU's  more  formal  acknowledgment 
received  last  evening.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  for  some  cause  or 
other  the  steamer  Alar  did  not  go  so  soon  as  I  had  supposed.  This  wiU 
create  a  delay  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  which  may  enable  us  to  do 

something  more  effective. 

********* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEAKCI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  AViLLiAM  H.  Setvaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Ofeice,  April  8, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  acquainting  me  that  you  had  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
steam  vessel,  named  the  Japan,  or  the  Virginia,  has  just  left  the  Clyde 
for  Alderney,  where  she  is  expected  to  receive  on  board  an  armament 
brought  to  the  island  for  her  by  a  small  steamer,  the  Alar,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  British  subjects,  who  have  been  enlisted  to  serve  on 
•board  of  her ;  and  having  done  this,  to  proceed  and  depredate  on  the 
commerce  of  the  "United  States. 

I  have  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  copies  of  your  letter  were  sent, 
without  loss  of  time,  to  the  home  department  and  to  the  board  of  treas- 
ury, with  a  request  that  an  immediate  inquiry  might  be  made  into  the 
circumstances  stated  in  it,  and  that  if  the  result  should  prove  your  sus- 
picions to  be  well  fovinded  the  most  effectual  measures  might  be  taken 
which  the  law  admits  of  for  defeating  any  such  attempts  to  fit  out  a 
belligerent  vessel  from  a  British  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc.,  <S;c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  60.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  11,  1863. 

Inclosure  No.  2  contains  an  article  on  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer 
Japan.  The  statements  that  the  men  visited  me,  and  that  I  telegraphed 
Mr.  Adams,  and  that  the  government  made  an  effort  to  arrest  the 
vessel,  are  false.  I  have  in  previous  dispatches  referred  to  this  vessel. 
Since  my  last  I  have  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  she  was  fitted 
out  by  Thomas  Bold,  of  Liverpool,  who  went  up  to  Glasgow  for  that 
purpose.  The  money  came  from  London.  Mr.-Bold  was  employed  to 
do  this  work  by  Mr.  Maary.  She  has  gone  out  as  a  privateer.  Her 
armament  left  on  another  vessel.  I  have  not  as  yet  learned  her  name 
or  the  port  from  which  she  sailed.  Bold  is  one  of  the  tory  leaders  in 
Liverpool,  and  a  relative  of  Maury. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient. servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  9,  1883.] 
THE  FEDERALS   "DONE"  AGAIN. 

In  spite  of  their  energy,  money  and  cuteness,  the  federal  officials  in 
Great  Britain  appear  to  be  continually  outwitted  by  their  confederate 
opponents,  and  a  case  has  just  now  come  to  light  which  will  be  almost 
as  mortifying  to  them  as  the  escape  of  the  Alabama.  Some  short  time 
since,  four  men,  quartermasters  of  the  Great  Eastern,  and  who  had  been 
gunners  in  the  royal,  navy,  left  the  "big  ship"  and  joined  a  vessel,  the 
Japan,  fitting  out  at  Greenock  for  "China  and  other  eastern  ports." 
More  recently,  these  quartermasters  came  to  Liverpool  and  shipped 
about  one  hundred  men  at  the  Sailor's  Home,  paying  each  the  customary 
advance.  Some  of  the  men  soon  got  intoxicated,  and  next  day,  thinking 
none  the  better  of  their  bargain,  and  having  learnt  some  secrets  from 
an  indiscreet  quartermaster,  they  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Dudley,!the  American 
consul,  and  told  him  that  they  had  been  shipped  for  service  on  board 
the  Japan,  a  vessel  fitted  out  to  "burn,  sink  and  destroy  all  federal 
vessels  she  came  up  with."  Mr.  Dudley  at  once  telegraphed  to  Mr. 
Adams.  Mr.  Adam  promptly  called  upon  Earl  Eussell,  and  the  foreign 
secretary,  anxious  to  display  his  impartiality,  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Price 
Edwards,  the  collector  of  customs,  to  stop  the  Japan,  Mr.  Dudley 
having  promised  to  send  up  the  sworn  depositions  of  the  sailors  by  the 
next  post.  Mr.  Edwards  at  once  looked  into  the  Bill  of  Entry,  but  nothing 
could  be  seen  of  the  Japan  there;  so,  thinking  that  she  might  soon 
enter  the  river,  he  ordered  four  revenue  gigs  to  cruise  up  and  down,  and 
stop  her  as  soon  as  she  made  her  appearance.  No  Japan,  however, 
"  turned  up,"  and  Mr.  lUdwards  then  telegraphed  to  Earl  Eussell  that  he 
must  have  been  misinformed.  On  further  investigation  into  the  matter, 
it  was  discovered  that  Mr.  Dudley  had  forgotten  to  state  that  the  Japan 
was  at  Greenock.    However,  when  this  became  known,  the  government 
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orders  were  telegraphed  to  Greenock,  but,  alas  for  federal  hopes!  the 
Japan,  re-christened  the  Virginia,  had  sailed  for  unknown  destinations, 
and  soon  she  will  doubtless  prove  herself  a  worthy  sister  ship  to  the 
Alabama  and  the  Florida.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  time  Mr. 
Consul  Dudley  uses  the  telegraph,  he  won't  stint  the  large  funds  at 
his  disposal  in  paying  for  messages  which  wUl  explain  fully  all  he  has 
to  tell. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  379.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  notes  which  have 
passed  between  Lord  Eussell  and  myself,  touching  the  departure  of  a 
vessel  called  the  Japan,  alias  the  Virginia,  equipped  for  the  same  general 
purposes  as  the  Oreto  and  the  gunboat  No.  290.  This  vessel  did  not 
stop  at  Alderney,  but  received  her  armament  from  the  Alar  on  the  high 
seas,  not  far  from  the  French  coast.  The  depositions  of  two  of  the  seamen, 
copies  of  which  have  been  sent  to  you  by  Mr.  Dudley,  tell  the  whole 
story. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAK  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  11,  1863. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  lordship  a  slip, 
extracted  from  the  London  Times  of  to-day,  touching  the  case  of  the 
vessel  now  called  the  Japan,  but  named  at  Greenock  lately  the  Virginia. 
It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  statement  therein  made  of  the  destination 
of  the  vessel  is  known  to  me  to  be  false.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
she  has  not  gone.  The  steamer  Alar  has  already  transferred  to  her 
one  56  gun  and  four  smaller  ones,  and  is  expected  to  return  to  her. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Exjssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


[From  second  edition  of  the  Times,  April  11, 1863.] 

Pltmqxtth,  Saturday  morning. 
The  steamship  Alar,  Captain  Back,  of  and  from  Newhaven,  for  St. 
Malo,  put  in  here  this  morning  and  landed  seventeen  men  belonging  to 
the  steamship  Japan,  Captain  Jones,  600  tons,  which  left  Greenock  on 
the  28th  of  March  for  a  trading  voyage  in  the  China  seas.  On  arrival 
off  the  coast  of  France,  she  lay  to  for  three  days,  it  is  supposed,  to  take 
in  more  cargo.  On  the  dth  of  April,  at  11  a.  m.,  one  of  the  condensers 
of  the  steam-engines,  which  are  about  200  horse-power,  exploded,  and 
two  firemen  in  the  stoke-hole  were  scalded,  viz,:  Alexfinder  McDuff,  of 
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Edinburgh,  and  William  Hamilton,  of  Down  Patrick,  seriously.  They 
were  taken  immediately  into  the  captains  cabin,  transferred  to  the 
Alar  on  the  9th,  and  are  now  in  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  hospital  here. 
The  other  fifteen  are  seamen  and  firemen,  who  took  advantage  of  the 
proximity  of  the  Alar,  and  are  said  to  have  "backed  ojit"  of  the  voyage 
to  China.  They  left  by  train  this  morning  for  various  parts.  The 
Japan,  which  has  a  complement  of  80  men,  has  proceeded.  The  Alar 
had  to  lie  to  in  the  channel  on  Thursday  and  Friday  in  consequence  of 
some  trifling  damages. 


JEarl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  11, 1863. 
Sir:  The  statement  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Times  respecting 
the  Japan  and  the  Alar,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  letter  of  this 
afternoon,  had  already  attracted  my  attention,  and  I  had  brought  it, 
some  hours  before  I  received  your  letter,  to  the  notice  of  the  secretary 
of  state  for  the  home  department  and  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  her 
Majesty's  treasmy. 

I  have  now  forwarded  to  those  departments  a  copy  of  your  letter, 
with  a  request  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  as  can  legally  be  taken  to 
prevent  any  violation  of  the  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &e., 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  15,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  dej)Ositions  of 
British  subjects,  who  appear  to  have  been  solicited  to  engage  in  the 
unlawful  expedition  of  the  Japan  alias  the  Virginia  against  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  I  append  a  list,  marked  A,  of  the  oflcers  and 
men,  subjects  'of  Great  Britain,  shipped  at  the  sailor's  home  in  Liverpool, 
a  large  part  of  whom  have  been  induced  to  join  the  piratical  expedition. 
Likewise  a  list,  marked  B,  of  the  men  who  refused  to  enlist^  left  the 
Virginia,  and  returned  to  LiverpooL 

It  is  not  without  great  pain  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  point  out  to 
your  lordship  these  transactions  at  Liverpool,  and  the  extent  to  which, 
if  not  in  some  way  prevented,  they  are  calculated  to  give  rise  to  complaints 
in  the  United  States  of  the  violations  of  neutrality  deliberately  committed 
by  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  Of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <6c.,  tfec,  <fce. 
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No.  1. 

Deposition  of  Udward  Thompson. 

» 

Edward  Thompson,  of  No.  18  Denison  street,  in  Liverpool,  makes  oath, 
and  says : 

I  am  an  able  seaman,  and  served  for  five  years  in  a  man-of-war  on  her 
Majesty's  ships  Neptune  and  others.  I  was  shipped  from  Liverpool  to 
Greenock  to  join  the  steamer  Japan,  as  I  was  told,  bound  on  a  voyage  to 
Singapore.  She  was  advertised  in  Sailors'  Home  as  bound  for  this 
port.  I  belong  to  the  Eoyal  Naval  Eeserve.  She  sailed  from  Greenock 
on  the  second  day  of  April  instant.  Captain  Hitchcock  was  in  command. 
We  sailed  first  down  towards  the  Isle  of  Man.  We  then  tacked  and 
went  north  through  the  North  Channel,  and  down  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland,  passed  Cape  Clear,  and  steered  east  up  the  Channel.  Ushant 
Light  was  the  first  light  we  sighted — went  towards  St.  Malo.  We  then 
put  her  to  the  westward,  and  dodged  at  slow  steam  all  night.  We  fell 
in  with  the  Alar  steamer  just  off  Morleux ;  we  were  not  more  than  three 
or  four  miles  from  land  at  the  time.  When  the  Alar  saw  us,  she  hoisted 
a  flag  for  a  pilot ;  after  she  got  her  pilot  on  she  hoisted  a  flag  of  distress. 
We  had- taken  her  in  tow  before  the  pilot  reached  us.  We  floated  about 
until  night,  then  got  the  Alar  alongside  and  commenced  to  discharge 
the  cargo  into  the  Japan.  We  were  three  nights  engaged  in  discharg- 
ing the  cargo ;  we  did  nothing  in  the  day-time.  She  brought  to  us  guns, 
shot,  shells,  rockets,  ammunition,  rifles,  cutlasses,  and  all  sorts  of  imple- 
ments of  war.  I  counted  nine  Whitwbrth  guns  to  be  moilnted  on  the 
decks.  I  may  be  mistaken  about  the  maker's  name.  I  only  know  they 
were  breech-loading  guns.  I  understand  there  was  one  large  pivot  gun 
on  board  when  we  left  Greenock.  I  left  the  vessel  on  Friday  last,  on 
the  steamer  Alar.  After  we  got  all  the  cargo  discharged  from  the 
Alar  into  the  Japan,  at  four  o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon,  while  we  were 
off  Brest,  about  two  miles  from  land,  the  new  captain  who  came  to  us 
in  the  Alar,  having  dressed  himself  in  regimentals  in  a  blue  uniform  with 
a  star  in  the  epaulets,  had  all  hands  piped  aft  by  the  boatswain.  He 
then  directed  the  lieutenant  to  read  the  articles,  and  then  said:  We  are 
not  bound  for  Singapore;  we  are  going  to  sail  under  the  confederate 
flag,  the  same  as  the  Alabama,  to  sink,  burn  and  destroy  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.  All  of  you  who  wish  to  join,  I, will  give  ten 
I)ounds  in  cash  as  soon  as  you  sign  the  articles ;  and  you  who  do  not 
wish  to  join  can'  go  back  in  the  Alar.  Those  who  join  shall  also  have 
one  pound  per  month  extra.  The  qaptain  told  us  her  name  was  to  be 
the  Virginia,  and  this  was  the  name  mentioned  in  the  articles  which  we 
were  required  to  sign.  They  had  the  confederate  flag  on  board  at  the 
time,  laid  down  on  the  floor  of  the  cabin,  but  it  was  not  hoisted.  The 
articles  were  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war  with  the  United  States. 
During  the  night  while  we  were  discharging  the  cargo  from  one  vessel 
to  the  other,  we  were  at  anchor  very  close  into  the  land,  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  from  the  land,  opposite  a  magazine  which  lies  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  Ushant  light.  We  went  to  this  place  or  very  near  there  every 
night.  After  reading  the  articles,  the  men  who  refused  to  sign  asked 
about  their  wages.  They  were  told  that  Captain  Hitchcock  would  settle 
this  after  we  got  to  Liverpool.  I  saw  Mr.  Hitchcock  yesterday  at  Jones 
&  Co.'s  office.  No.  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool.  This  house  of  Jones  & 
Co.  acted  as  agent  for  shipping  the  men.  One  of  their  clerks  was  at 
the  steamer  which  took  us  around  from  Liverpool  to  Greenock.  They 
signed  all  the  shipping  notes;  at  least  they  were  all  made  payable  there 
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at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  and  they  have  paid  them  since.  They  paid  me 
my  shipping  note  yesterday  at  their  office  in  Liverpool.  There  were  ten 
sailors  lately  belonging  to  the  British  navy  from  Portsmouth,  who  came 
out  in  the  Alar  and  refused  to*join  the  vessel.  They  received  two 
pounds  apiece  from  Captain  Hitchcock  not  to  say  anything  about  the 
matter.  This  was  paid  them  while  we  were  returning  to  Plymouth. 
Mr.  Jones,  one  of  the  firm  in  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  who  came  out  to  us 
in  the  Alar,  was  present  at  the  time  when  the  money  was  paid,  and 
ordered  Captain  Hitchcock  to  pay  it  to  the  men.  Mr.  Jones  seemed  to 
take  charge  of  everything.  The  report  was  that  she,  the  Virginia,  was 
to  go  to  Madeira.  She  had  not  more  than  five  days'  coals  when  we  left 
her.  She  is  an  iron  vessel,  very  slightly  built,  with  a  full  poop  as  far 
as  the  after  scuttle-hole,  to  fire-room  and  top-gallant  forecastle;  three 
masts,  square-rigged  forward,  fore  and  aft,  main  and  mizzen.  She  has 
one  funnel  between  the  fore  and  main  mast,  a  house  over  engine-room 
with  a  donkey  engine  in  it.  The  Alar  is  a  British  steamer  haUing  from 
London.  When  she  came  out  to  meet  the  Japan  or  Virginia,  as  she  is 
called,  she  sailed  from  New  Haven. 

EDWAED  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Liverpool,  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-three. 

J.  PEAESON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery,  in  England. 


No.  2. 
Deposition  of  Thomas  Malmn. 

Thomas  Mahou,  residing  at  No.  8  Count  Gore  street,  Toxleth  Park, 
Liverpool,  being  sworn,  says: 

I  am  a  native  of  Liverpool,  and  am  a  laborer.  On  or  about  March 
27th  last  past,  hearing  that  a  steamer  was  wanting  men  for  Singapore, 
I  went  to  the  Sailors'  Home,  and  was  introduced  to  a  man  as  the  captain. 
I  don't  remember  his  name  at  present.  I  believe  it  is  Hitchcock.  He  is 
in  Liverpool  now.  H©  told  me  he  was  captain  of  the  Japan.  He  said 
he  wanted  firemen  and  trimmers ;  and  the  next  day,  the  27th,  I  went 
with  him  to  the  shipping-office,  and  there  signed  articles  for  steamer 
Japan  for  Singapore  or  any  intermediate  port  for  two  years.  Captain 
Hitchcock  engaged  me  and  witnessed  my  signing.  1  was  to  have  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  month.  About  fifty  men  in  all  signed  in  the 
same  way.  When  we  had  signed,  we  were  told  to  take  our  clothes  to 
Jones  &  Co.,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  and  would  then  receive  an  advance  note 
for  a  month's  pay.  I  took  my  clothes  there  and  received  a  note  for 
three  pounds  ten  shillings,  payable  ten  days  after  the  ship  saUed  from 
Grreenock  at  Jones  &  Co.'s.  We  were  told  by  the  captain,  Hitchcock,  to 
meet  at  the  Glasgow  boat  at  five  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon  at  the 
dock.  We  went  as  ordered,  and  our  clothes  were  brought  down  and  our 
fares  were  paid  by  a  clerk  from  Jones  &  Co.  We  sailed  the  same  evening 
in  the  Heron,  about  fifty  in  all.  We  arrived  at  Greenock  about  three  or 
four  the  next  afternoon,  and  a  tug  came  alongside  and  took  us  off  the 
Heron  and  put  us  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Japan,  lying  in  the  river 
opposite  Greenock.  Captain  Hitchcock  came  off  in  the  tug  and  took  us 
on  board.    He  went  on  board  with  us.    He  gave  us  our  orders.    I  had 
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shipped  as  coal  trimmer,  and  believed  she  was  an  English  steamer  and 
going  to  Singapore.  She  had  then  the  English  ensign  flying.  Captain 
Hitchcock  remained  on  board  and  exercised  command.  We  remained 
at  Greenock  tOl  "Wednesday.  On  Thursday,  about  six  in  the  morning, 
■we  got  under  way,  and  the  pilot  said  we  were  going  on  a  trial  trip. 
On  the  Wednesday  night  the  revenue  officers  came  on  board  after  the 
stores  came  on  board,  and  put  seals  on  the  stores.  The  stores  came  oif 
in  a  steamer  and  a  lighter.  They  consisted  of  large  quantities  of  spirits, 
clothing,  blankets,  beds,  knives  and  forks,  tins  and  the  like.  I  did  not 
see  any  other  government  oiScers  visit  the  ship.  We  sailed  out  I  believe 
on  the  Thursday  morning,  as  we  supposed  on  the  trial  trip,  and  sfeered 
towards  sea.  In  the  afternoon  we  returned  to  the  light-house  down  the, 
Clyde  and  stopped,  but  did  not  anchor.  A  tug  came  to  us  there  with 
some  more  men  and  'provisions  froin  Greenock,  and  as  soon  as  we  had 
taken  them  oh  board  we  started  down  again*  and  steered  right  to  sea. 
The  pilot  left  us  next  morning  off  Castletown,  Isle  of  Man.  Captain 
Hitchcock  had  command  of  the  vessel.  About  two  days  after  we  made 
land,  asl  was  told,  on  the  coast  of  Prance,  and  we  kept  beating  about 
there  for  several  days.  We  wondered  why,  but  did  not  ascertain  the 
reason.  On  Monday  the  6th  an  English  screw  steamer,  the  Alar,  of 
London,  came  to  us  and  spoke  us.  We  were  so  near  the  coast  of  Prance 
that  a  shot  could  be  fired  ashore.  Captain  Hitchcock  told  the  Alar  to 
go  under  the  island.  The  Alar  soon  after  made  a  signal  as  if  she  was 
broke  down,  and  the  Japan  took  her  in  tow.  We  towed  her  awhile  and 
the  hawser  broke.  She  then  steamed  away  herself,  and  we  soon  after 
spoke  a  French  pilot-boat,  and  we  took  a  pilot  on  board,  as  did  also  the 
Alar.  The  Alar  sailed  away  into  a  small  bay,  and  we  followed  and 
came  to  anchor  near  the  shore,  no  further  off  than  I  could  have  thrown 
a  stone.  The  Alar  then  made  fast  alongside,  and  that  night  a  very  large 
case  of  guns  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition  in  small  cases  were  taken  on 
board  the  Japan  from  the  Alar.  The  next  morning  both  vessels  sailed 
out  and  we  went  out  to  sea,  and  the  Alar  into  another  bay.  In  the 
afternoon  we  joined  the  Alar  in  the  other  bay,  and  took  on  board  the 
rest  of  the  cargo,  consisting  of  guns  and  ammunition.  Men  in  the  mean 
time  were  engaged  in  making  the  fittings  for  the  guns.  The  same 
afternoon  a  tall  man  they  called  Lamont,  or  Dupont,  came  on  board  from 
the  Alar  and  took  charge  of  the  Japan.  He  came  on  deck  in  uniform, 
and  called  all  the  men  aft.  He  told  us  she  was  no  more  to  be  called  the 
Japan,  but  the  Virginia  confederate  war  steamer.  He  produced  articles, 
and  reading  them  to  the  effect  that  there  would  be  discipline  same  as 
the  Alabama,  or  any  other  under  the  confederate  flag.  He  said  he  was 
going  to  burn  and  destroy  all  Nosth  American  vessels,  and  told  us  we 
should  have  ten  pounds  bounty  to  sign  for  three  years  under  the  confed- 
erate flag.  One  of  the  men  asked  about  i)rize  money,  and  he  said  we 
should  have  the  same  as  the  Alabama;  that  any  man  who  had  a  family 
could  have  half  pay.  Eight  of  us  went  into  the  cabin  to  see  what  he 
would  do  with  us  if  we  would  not  ship.  He  said  Mr.  Jones  would  pay 
our  fare  through  to  Liverpool,  and  anything  else  that  we  required  when 
we  came  ashore.  Mr.  Jones  was  sitting  at  the  table  where  they  were 
paying  the  bounty  and  signing  the  articles,  and  said  it  would  be  all 
right.  We  and  a  number  of  others,  in  aU  about  twenty -four,  refused  to 
join,  and  the  same  night  we  were  taken  to  the  Alar,  and  both  vessels 
left  the  bay.  The  next  morning  the  Alar  took  the  pilot  from  the  Japan, 
and  landed  him  and  her  own  about  where  we  had  picked  them.  I  was 
below  when  she  took  the  pilot  off,  and  did  not  see  the  Japan  after  leav- 
ing her  in  the  bay.  I  heard  the  order  given  to  hoist  the  confederate 
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flag.  Captain  Hitclicock,  Mr.  Jones,  and  the  cMef  and  second  mates 
came  from  her  with  us.  We  were  landed  at  Pljonouth  on  Saturday 
morning,  and  received  from  Captain  Hitchcock  a  sovereign  each  to  pay 
our  way  to  Liverpool,  and  the  same  day  came  into  Liverpool  in  the 
steamer. 

THOMAS  MAHOK. 

Sworn  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
before  me,  Mr.  Eathborne,  a  magistrate  for  the  county  of  Lancaster. 


List  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship  Japan,  shipped  at  the  Sailors'  Some,  in 
Liverpool,  and  understood  to  be  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

Thomas  Hedjik,  master. 

Griffith  Joues,  mate,  l^o.  7  Virginia  street. 

Ahou  F.  Mackintosh,  second  mate,  ISTo.  5  Fleet  square,  Fleet  street. 

Eobert  'Seal,  carpenter,  So.  28  Eegent  street. 

Chas.  King,  boatswain,  No.  22  Eupert  street. 

J.  S.  WoolfaU,  captain's  steward,  So.  119  Albert  street. 

Thomas  Price,  cook,  No.  117  Bedford  street,  Everton. 

John  Thompson,  cook,  So.  113  Pitt  street. 

William  Jones,  seaman,  No.  16  Gerard  street. 

Thomas  Williams,  (1)  seaman.  No.  22  Edmund  street. 

Thomas  Williams,  (2)  seaman.  No.  31  Prussia  street. 

John  White,  seaman.  No.  71  Jordan  street. 

William  Williams,  seaman,  No.  40  High  Field. 

Frank  Elvers,  seaman,  No.  53  Upper  Hill. 

James  Eodway,  seaman.  No.  113  Pitt  street. 

Wm.  Jackson,  seaman.  No.  1  George  street. 

Joseph  Seymour,  No.  53  Bedford  street. 

Wm.  Dand,  boat's  mate  on  board  Great  Eastern. 

Frank  Mills,  seaman.  No.  27  Union  street. 

Thos.  Jones,  ordinary  seaman,  Beaumaris  tavern,  Tayakarly  street. 

Henry  Barron,  ordinary  seaman.  No.  12  High  Field  road. 

Edward  Davis,  ordinary  seaman.  No.  12  Lightbody  street. 

John  Murray,  ordinary  seaman,  No.  33  Gordon  street. 

Hugh  Hughes,  ordinary  seaman,  Beaumaris  tavern.  Union  street. 

G.  Owen  Crow,  boy,  No.  73  Kew  street. 

Eichard  Callaghan,  boy,  No.  28  Eegent  street. 

Charles  Penrose,  boy.  No.  6  Woodstock  street. 

Thomas  Olaydon,  boy,  No.  4  Bell  street,  T.  P. 

Eobert  Ford,  boy,  Sailors'  Home. 

John  Fitzgerald,  boy.  No.  39  Hornby  street. 

Joseph  Fisher,  boy,  No.  19  John  street,  T.  P. 

Bonj'n  Connolly,  boy,  No.  17  Temple  Bed,  Dale  street. 

Sam'l  Alfred  Seaton,  storekeeper,  No.  48  Westbourne  street. 

W.  Hamilton,  landsman.  No.  45  Hamilton  street. 

Thomas  James,  landsman.  No.  15  Earl  street. 

John  Williams,  landsman.  No.  21  Eichmond  row  or  street. 

Joseph  Hopkins,  landsman,  No.  55  Atherton  street. 

John  Flynn,  landsmafl,  No.  18  Milton  street. 

John  Dolan,  landsman,  No.  4  Ct.  Blondel. 
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H'y  Tanner,  fireman,  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Phil.  Thomas,  fireman,  No.  32  Kay  street. 

Michael  Downey,  fireman,  No.  29  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Alex.  McDuff,  fireman,  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

John  Hughes,  fireman.  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

James  Kendry,  fireman,  No.  15  Earl  street. 

John  McCarthy,  fireman,  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Michael  Connor,  fireman,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Eichard  Groves,  fireman.  No.  19  Bennis  Gardens. 

Wm.  Myers,  trimmer.  No.  3  Ct.  Spitalfields. 

Thomas  Mahon,  trimmer.  No.  8  Ct.  Gore  street. 

James  Gordon,  trimmer,  No.  44  Tatlock  street. 

Edward  Thompson,  trimmer,  No.  18  Denison  street. 

Samuel  Haywood,  trimmer.  No.  18  Denison  street. 

John  Miles,  trimmer.  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

John  Stanley,  cooper.  No.  26  Gt.  Oriel  street. 

Went  by  the  Heron,  Glasgow  boat,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  March  30, 1863. 


B. 


List  of  men,  understood  to  he  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  left  the  steamer 
Virginia,  late  Japan,  and  came  to  Liverpool,  in  the  steamship  East 
Anglican,  from  Plymouth. 

John  White,  Joseph  Hopkins,  William  Swift,  Henry  James,  Wil- 
liam Myers,  John  Myers,  Thomas  Mahon,  John  Hughes,  Mr.  Seaton,  pur- 
ser, Mr.  Jones,  master  mariner,  Mr.  Mcintosh,  Edward  Thompson,  John 
Pirin,  George  Crow,  Eichard  Groves,  Eichard  Credshaw,  Charles  Spen- 
cer, and  James  Woolfall. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

So,  64.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  18, 1863. 

Inclosure  No.  5  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  shipping  notes  in  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Japan,  now  called  the  Virginia.  I  shall  retain  the  original 
to  await  the  action  of  the  British  government.  This  was  signed  by 
Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  one  of  whom,  as  appears  by  the  afadavits 
sent  in  dispatch  No.  62,  accompanied  the  men  to  the  Yirginia,  and  was 
present  when  they  were  paid  their  bounty  of  ten  pounds  for  enlisting. 
This,  if  true,  makes  a  clear  case  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

'   ..  '   ...  Jl.  Jb  Jl,  JO.  Jt,  itL  ^ 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  WiLHijvt  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
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Agreement  made  at  Liverpool,  this  28th  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence  to  Edward  Davies,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence,  provided  the 
said  Edward  Davies  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Clyde. 

JONES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

K"o.  391.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  24:,  1863. 
SiK:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Eussell  to  me,  of  the  21st 
instant,  respecting  the  departure  of  the  Japan,  alias  tte  Vii'giuia.  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  representations  therein 
made  of  the  condition  of  that  vessel.  Indeed,  this  wiU  account  for  the 
fact  that  I  had  not  myself  received  from  any  of  the  consuls  information 
of  her  readiness  for  a  voyage  imtil  ^fter  she  was  gone. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAiTCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaub, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Eussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  21,  1863. 

Sir:  I  stated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant  that  your  letter 
of  the  previous  day,  respectiug  the  case  of  the  Japan,  otherwise  the 
Virginia,  had  been  referred  to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's 
government;  but  I  will  not  delay  informing  you  that  her  Majesty's 
government  have  received  from  the  authorities  at  Glasgow  and  at 
Greenock  reports,  from  which  it  appears  that  that  vessel  was  constantly 
visited,  while  she  was  in  course  of  construction,  and  that  the  surveys 
seemed  to  show  that  she  was  intended  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
that  her  frame- work  and  plating  were  of  the  ordinary  sizes  for  vessels  of 
her  class. 

She  was  entered  on  the  31st  ultimo  as  for  Point  de  Galle  and  Hong 

Kong,  with  a  crew  of  forty-eight  men.    She  shipped  on  the  1st  instant 

115  gals,  spirits.  the  boudcd  stores  stated  in  the  margin,  and  she  cleared 

32  gals.  wine.      .     Qu  the  Same  day  in  baUast  for  Point  de  GaUe  and  Hong 

244  lbs.  tfla.  TT'n-n  m 

159  IbB.  coffee.  IkOng. 

^lo""*'  cSars.""  H^^  Majesty's  government  are  fturther  informed  that 

18  cwt.  3, 2,  sugar.      the  Japan  left  the  anchorage  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
I       i,5,?a°8tor''  2d  instant,  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  trying  her 
1       12,  currants,     engiucs,  intending  to  return,  having  on  board  several 
joiners,  who  were  fitting  up  her  cabins.    These  men,  who  are  said  to 
have  been  employed  at  a  later  time  in  fitting  up  a  magazine,  were  sub- 
sequently landed  on  some  part  of  the  coast  lower  down  the  Clyde. 
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The.  custom-house  officer,  who  visited  the  Japan  on  the  evening  of  the 
1st  instant  to  see  that  her  stores  were  correct,  reports  that  he  saw 
nothing  on  board  which  could  lead  him  to  suspect  that  she  was  iutended 
for  war  purposes. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  further  informed  that  she  was  not 
heavily  sparred,  and  that  she  could  not  spread  more  canvas  than  an 
ordinary  merchant  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yovir  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Ch  A  TILES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  c&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  575.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  4, 1863. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  April  (Eo.  379)  has  been  received. 
The  promptness  with  which  you  have  laid  before  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  the  facts  ascertained  byyouinregardto  the  unlawful  equip  - 
ment  and  departure  of  the  Virginia  is  appreciated,  and  the  President 
indulges  a  confident  expectation  that  that  government  will  do  all  that  may 
be  within  its  power  to  avert  from  the  international  commerce  the  danger 
which  the  transaction  menaces,  and  to  prevent  similar  transactions  in 
future. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  454.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  July  16, 1863. 
g  jjj  .*  ##  *  «  »  #  # 

I  seized  the  opportunity  to  send  another  representation  as  to  the  own- 
jcrship  of  the  Japan,  which  had  likewise  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Dudley. 
Copies  of  this  note,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  and  of  his  lordship's 
answer  of  the  13th  instant,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7, 1863. 
My  Lord:        *        .  *  *  *  *  *  * 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  feel  myself  once  more  compelled  to  call 
your  lordship's  attention  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  oiitflt  of 
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the  steamer  called  tlie  Japan.  It  now  appears  that  that  vessel  was  at 
the  time  of  her  escape,  and  has  continued  untU  very  lately  to  be,  the  prop- 
erty of  a  British  subject  residing,  in  Liverpool.  That  person  is  Mr.  Thomas 
Bold,  a  member  of  the  commercial  house  of  Jones  &  Co.  I  have  infor- 
mation which  leads  me  to  believe  that  only  within  a  few  days  has  Mr. 
Bold  notified  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool  of  his  sale  of  this 
vessel  to  foreign  owners,  and  requested  the  register  to  be  cancelled.  That 
act  was  not  completed  until  the  23d  of  June  last.  It  would  appear  from 
these  facts,  should  they  prove  to  be  true,  that  this  vessel  has  remained 
the  property  of  a  British  subject  during  a  considerable  time,  in  which 
she  has  been  engaged  in  committing  extensive  ravages  upon  the  com- 
merce of  a  nation  with  which  her  Majesty  is  at  peace.  The  fact  of  the 
outfit  of  that  vessel  for  hostile  purposes  has  already  occupied  the 
attention  of  your  lordship,  in  consequence  of  forriier  representations 
unhappily  made  too  late  for  eifective  interposition.  But  the  circumstance 
of  the  retention  of  the  ownership  by  a  British  subject  for  so  long  a 
period  after  she  was  known  to  be  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the 
United  States  is  of  too  grave  a  character  to  justify  me  in  omitting  to 
call  your  lordship's  particular  attention  to  it  in  advance  of  the  possibility 
of  receiviag  instructions  respecting  it. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHAELBS  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  c&c,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr  Adams. 
[Extracts.] 

FoEEiaN  Office,  July  13, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant        *****        calling  attention 
to  the  circumstance  that  the  Virginia  continued  up  to  the  23d  ultimo  to  be 
the  property  of  a  British  subject  residing  at  Liverpool, 

I  have,  however,  called  for  a  report  from  the  proper  authorities  with 
regard  to  your  statement  respecting  the  Virgiaia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ohaeles  Feawcis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <gc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ho.  668.J  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  July  29,  1862. 
SiE:  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  July  (Eo.  454)  has  been  received, 
and  your  proceedings  therein  are  approved.  Tou  will  be  expected  to 
communicate  to  this  department  the  further  decision  which  Earl  Eussell 
has  authorized  you  to  look  for,  in  regard  to  the  Virginia,  as  soon  as  it 
shall  have  been  received. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chaeles  Feanois  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  t&c,  <&c. 
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Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  126.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  7, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  reliable  information  that  the  ''pirate  steamer  Georgia, 
is'  no  other  than  the  steamer  Japan,  which  sailed  from  Greenock  in 
Scotland,  went  out  in  the  channel,  took  her  armament  on  board  off  Brest 
from  the  steamer  Alar,  and  sailed  thence  as  the  pirate  Virginia.  She 
is  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Maury,  formerly  of  the  Washington 
Observatory. 

I  have  just  seen  a  letter  from  John  Stanley,  one  of  the  crew  on  board 
of  this  vessel,  written  to  his  wife  in  Liverpool,  while  the  steamer  was  at 
Bahia.  This  man  Stanley,  as  well  as  all  the  other  men  on  board,  are 
Englishmen.  Catherine  Stanley,  his  wife,  receives  half  pay  on  account 
of  her  husband's  wages  on  this  vessel ;  the  half  pay  amounts  to  two 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  month,  and  is  paid  to  her  each  month  at  the 
office  of  Jones  &  Co.,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  by  this  firm.  She 
says  the  wives  of  all  the  other  men  on  board  the  vessel  are  also  paid 
half  pay  each  month  at  this  same  office.  You  will  recollect  that  it  was 
this  firm,  Jones  &  Co.,  that  fitted  out  the  Vessel  fi'om  Greenock.  Many 
of  the  men  for  the  Japan  were  engaged  at  this  port.  It  was  the  firm  of 
Jones  &  Co.  that  engaged  the  men  and  took  them  from  here  to 
Greenock.  I  have  one  of  the  original  shipping  notes,  signed  by  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  which  inclosure  No.  1  is  a  copy.  This  firm  is  composed  of 
Thomas  Bold,  John  Jones,  and  Eobert  Highat.  The  shipping  note  was 
signed  "Jones  &  Co.,"  by  Eobert  Highat,  one  of  the  firm.  John  Jones, 
one  of  the  firm,  went  out  in  the  steamer  Alar,  was  present  when  the 
men  signed  the  articles  on  the  vessel  for  a  cruise,  sat  at  the  table  and 
assisted  in  paying  the  bounty  money  to  the  men  who  signed  the 
articles.  Thomas  Bold,  the  other  member,  (whom  I  am  told  is  a  relative 
of.  Lieutenant  Maury,)  was  the  registered  owner  of  the  vessel,  and 
remained  such  until  the  23d  of  June  last,  when  he  wrote  a  note  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  stating  he  had  sold  the  vessel  to  foi*- 
eign  owners.  I  inclose  you  a  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  this  vessel 
from  the  customs  in  Liverpool.  It  is  marked  No.  2.  Before  this  notice 
was  given  to  the  customs  of  a  change  of  ownership,  and  while  Bold 
appears  as  the  registered  owner,  the  Japan,  alias  Virginia,  alias  Georgia, 
destroyed  several  United  States  vessels.  I  took  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Squarey,  my  attorney,  as  to  the  liability  of  this  firm  or  of  Thomas 
Bold.  Inclosure  No.  3  is  a  copy  of  that  opinion.  It  now  appears  that 
since  the  notice  of  the  transfer  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  before,  this 
same  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  of  whom  Thomas  Bold  is  a  member,  have 
continued  and  are  iiow  paying  one-half  the  wages  that  the  crew  earn 
who  are  serving  on  board,  to  their  wives  and  families  here  in  Liver- 
pool. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  in  previous  communications  given  you  most 
of  this  information,  but  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  of  so  much  importance  as 
fixing  the  character  if  not  the  nationality  of  this  vessel,  as  to  warrant 
my  repeating  it  again. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Seeretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Squarey  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

10  Water  Street,  Liverpool, 

July  17,  1863, 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  considered  the  case  on  which  you  desired  to  have 
my  opinion. 

The  facts,  as  I  understand  them,  are  that  a  vessel  built  and  registered 
as  a  British  ship  at  Glasgow,  sailed  from  that  port  with  a  British  crew 
on  board,  bound  nominally  for  a  voyage  to  some  foreign  port,  the  crew, 
however,  being  larger  than  would,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  be 
required  for  such  a  voyage.  The  vessel  proceeded  to  the  English  chan- 
nel, where,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  French  coast,  she  received  from  another 
British  vessel  arms  and  ammunition.  A  person  professing  to  hold  a 
commission  from  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
then  took  charge  of  the  vessel  and  informed  the  crew  that  the  voyage 
for  which  they  had  signed  articles  was  abandoned,  and  endeavored  to 
persuade  them  to  enter  the  confederate  service,  giving  to  those  not  dis- 
posed to  take  such  service  the  option  of  leaving  the  ship,  which  many 
availed  themselves  of.  After  this,  the  vessel  having  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  a  confederate  cruiser,  but  being  still  registered  as  a  British 
ship,  attacked  and  destroyed  a  merchant  A^essel  belonging  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  If  the  ruling  of  Chief  Baron  Pollock  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra  as  to  the  construction  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act  be  correct,  it  follows  that  no  offense  has  been  committed 
against  that  statute  in  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  the  vessel  in  ques- 
tion, nor  can  the  arming  be  considered  to  have  infringed  the  statute,  as 
it  did  not  take  place  within  any  part  of  the  Queen's  dominions.  It  does 
not  appear  to  me  the  engagement  of  the  crew  can  be  treated  as  an  offense 
against  the  act,  because  the  only  legal  contract  binding  upon  the  crew 
was  that  ai^pearing  uport  the  articles.  The  men  were  not  liable  to  do 
anything  except  what  they  had  agreed  to  do  by  the  articles,  and  from 
the  statements  of  the  men  whom  I  saw,  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
knew  when  they  shipped  that  it  was  expected  or  intended  that  they 
should  serve  on  board  a  man-of-war  or  privateer.  As  regards  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  British  registered  owner  to  make  good  to  the  owners  of  the 
American  vessel  destroyed  the  loss  sustained  by  them,  I  conceive  it 
must  depend  upon  the  question  whether  those  in  command  of  the  vessel 
at  the  time  can  be  considerd  to  have  been  the  agents  of  the  British  owner. 
If  they  were  such  agents,  and  there  was  any  evidence  to  show  that  the 
destruction  of  the  American  ship  could  be  considered  as  an  act  within 
the  scope  of  their  authority,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  owners  would  be 
liable;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  pre- 
vidhsly  referred  go  very  far  to  rebut  the  presumption  that  such  agency 
existed,  and  to  prove  in  destroying  the  American  vessel  the  ofQcers  and 
crew  were  acting  not  for  the  British  owner,  but  for  the  government  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States.  In  such  case  I  do  not  think  that  any 
liability  could  be  established  against  the  British  owner,  for  it  is  noAV  weU 
established  that  the  mere  fact  of  being  on  the  register  of  the  ship  does 
not  itself  involve  liability  for  the  acts  or  engagements  of  the  master  and 
crew,  and  that  such  liability  is  in  fact  a  question  depending  upon  express 
or  implied  agency  in  every  case. 

Although,  therefore,  I  do  not  see  how  a  British  owner  is  to  be  made 
liable,  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  case  which  justifies  the  American  gov- 
ernment in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  notice  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  requiring  explanations  from  that  government  of  the  circum- 
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stances  imder  which  a  British  vessel  is  found  to  be  engaged  in  the 
destruction  of  vessels  belonging  to  American  citizens. 
I  remain,  yours  truly,  for  partners  and  self, 

A.  T.  SQUAEET. 
T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  /States  Consul,  Liverpool. 


£2  10s.  Od. 

Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  the  28fh  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  two  pounds  ten  shillings  —  pence  to  Edward  Davis,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  ten  shillings  —  pence,  provided  the 
said  Edward  Davis  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Clyde. 
Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 

JONES  &  CO. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  528.]  Legation  of  the  IJnited  States, 

London,  October  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  just  received  from 
Mr.  Harvey,  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Lisbon,  a 
telegram,  the  language  of  which  is  as  foUows : 

"  Please  inform  the  department  that  cruiser  Georgia  has  been  depre- 
dating near  Teneriffe,  and  boarded  Liverpool  steamer  Braganza  last 
Sunday,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  here,  heading  northward 
towards  British  channel.  I  have  notified  Kearsarge  at  Brest,  and  adopted 
all  other  practical  measures." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  555.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Becemher  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  has  sent  me  several  deposi- 
tions of  men  who  have  been  engaged  and  paid  by  a  commercial  house  in 
Liverpool  to  make  war  on  the  United  States.  I  have  sent  copies  to  Lord 
Eussell,  with  a  note  dated  the  7th  instant.  His  lordship  has  acknowl- 
edged the  reception  of  it.  Copies  of  all  these  papers  are  transmitted 
herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Bussell. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  7, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  cov- 
ering a  number  of  depositions,  all  going  to  establish  in  the  clearest 
manner  the  existence  of  a  regular  office  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  for  the 
enlistment  and  payment  of  British  subjects,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  war  against  the  government  and  people  of  the  IJnited  States.  The 
persons  concerned  in  these  illegal  transactions  appear  to  be  themselves 
all  British  subjects,  knowingly  engaged  in  violating  the  neutrality  of 
their  country,  and,  so  far  as  it  may  be  in  their  power,  laboring  to  involve 
it  in  a  war  with  a  friendly  nation  with  which  it  is  at  peace. 

It  is  now  some  time  since  I  first  had  the  honor  to  call  your  lordship's 
attention  to  the  fact  of  the  systematic  manner  in  which  the  insurgents 
of  the  United  States  have  conducted  a  plan  to  violate  in  her  own  kingdom 
the  neutrality  proclaimed  by  her  Majesty  at  an  early  period  in  this  con- 
test. Every  day  that  has  since  passed  has  only  contributed  more 
thoroughly  to  expose  the  various  forms  in  which  it  is  carried  forward. 
'I  trust  that  the  extraordinary  character  of  these  proceedings,  as  well  as 
the  hazardous  consequence  to  the  future  peace  of  all  nations  of  pei'mit- 
ting  them  to  gain  any  authority  under  the  international  law,  will  not  fail 
to  fix  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  'CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eael  Etjssell,  tfec,  &c.,  dec. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Idver^pool,  December  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  You  will  doubtless  recollect  that  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia,  now 
at  Cherbourg,  was  built  upon  the  Clyde,  sailed  from  G-reenocb,  Scotland, 
under  the  English  flag,  and  with  an  English  crew,  about  the  3d  of  April 
last.  At  the  time  of  her  sailing  she  was  called  the  Japan,  afterwards 
the  Virginia,  and  now  the  Georgia.  Her  crew  was  partly  shipped  in 
Liverpool,  and  partly  at  Greenock.  She  sailed  towards  Brest,  off  which 
post  she  received  her  armament  from  the  British  steamer  Alar,  from 
S'ew  Haven,  and  at  once  entered  upon  her  cruise.  The  vessel  was  fitted 
out  and  the  crew  shipped  by  Jones  &Co.,Ko.28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool. 
I  have  in  my  possession  one  of  the  original  notes  given  to  one  of  the 
crew  by  this  firm  at  the  time  he  was  shipped.  The  signature,  "Jones  & 
Co.,"  to  the  note,  I  am  told.  Was  written  by  Thomas  Hyatt,  one  of  the 
firm.  I  am  informed  the  firm  consist  of  Thomas  Bold,  John  Jones,  and 
Thomas  Hyatt,  all  Englishmen.  At  the  time  the  vessel  sailed  she  was 
owned  by  Thomas  Bold,  one  of  the  members  of  this  firm,  as  will  appear 
by  her  register  at  the  customs  in  Liverpool.  He  continued  the  owner  up 
to  23d  of  June,  1863,  at  which  time  he  parted  with  the  vessel  to  a 
foreigner,  as  appears  by  a  certified  copy  of  said  register,  furnished  me 
by  the  collector ;  John  Jones,  another  member  of  the  firm,  went  out  to 
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tlie  Japan,  or  Georgia,  in  tlie  channel,  on  the  steamer  Alar,  at  the  time 
she  carried  out  the  armament,  and  superintended  the  shipping  of  the 
armament  from  the  Alar  to  the  Georgia,  and  aided  in  re-enlisting  the 
crew  for  the  cruise ;  promised  the  men  who  had  wives  should  have  half 
pay  of  the  wages  earned  by  their  husbands  on  the  vessel.  Francis 
Glassbrook  and  John  Stanley,  two  of  the  crew,  sent  their  bounty  money, 
amounting  to  £10,  to  their  wives,  and  Benjamin  Conoily,  another  of  the 
crew,  sent  all  or  a  part  of  his  to  his  father  by  Mr.  Jones.  All  this  money 
so  sent  was  afterwards  paid  by  Jones  &  Co.,  at  their  ofSce,  in  Liverpool, 
to  the  parties  to  whom  it  had  been  sent.  This  firm  have  paid,  and  still 
continue  to  pay,  the  wives  of  the  men  on  board  this  vessel  the  one-half 
of  the  wages  earned  by  their  husbands.  The  payments  are  made  once  a 
month.  I  inclose  you  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  John  Stanley,  Francis 
Glassbroot,  and  Benjamin  Conoily,  three  of  the  crew  from  this  vessel, 
now  in  Liverpool,  establishing  the  facts  relative  to  their  shipment,  &c. ; 
and  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  Mrs.  Stanley  and  Mrs.  Glassbrook,  show- 
ing the  payment  of  the  half-pay  by  this  firm  to  them  during  the  cruise 
of  the  vessel,  the  last  payment  of  which  was  made  so  late  as  Saturday, 
the  21st  of  I^Tovember  last ;  also  a  copy  of  Daniel  ConoUy's  affidavit, 
proving  the  payment  to  him  by  Jones  &  Co.  of  the  money  sent  by  his 
son. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  told  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.  are 
now  engaged  in  procuring  and  shipping  men  from  Liverpool  for  this  same 
vessel,  the  Georgia. 

On  the  21st  of  November,  last  Saturday  week,  Glassbrook  and  Conoily 
called  at  Jones  &  Oo.'s  office ;  they  were  asked  if  they  belonged  to  the 
steamer  Florida ;  they  answered  no,  that  they  belonged  to  the  Georgia. 
The  man  then  told  them  he  had  news  for  them,  and  wanted  them  to  go 
back  to  the  ship.  He  told  them  they  would  pay  their  passage  back,  and 
requested  them  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat  on  the  next  Monday  morning. 
They  both  went  to  the  Havre  boat  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  l^Tovem- 
ber  last,  were  met  by  a  man  from  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  who  paid  them 
each  £3,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same,  to  return  and  serve  on  said  vessel, 
the  Georgia,  now  at  Cherbourg.  The  affidavits  of  Conoily  and  Glass- 
brook above  referred  to  prove  these  facts.  You  will  also  find  a  copy  of 
Eliza  ConoUy's  affidavit  corroborating  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United- States  Consul. 

Hon.  Chahles  Feajstois  Adajms, 

United  States  Minister,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


£2  10s.] 

Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  28th  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance <two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence,  to  Edward  Davies,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence,  provided  the 
said  Edward  Davies  shall  saU  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Clyde. 

JOKES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 

On  the  back : 

EDWAED  DAVIES. 


684  REBEL   CEUISEES. 

Bej^osition  of  John  Stcmley. 

I,  John  Staoley,  of  No.  26  Court,  in  Ovid  street,  Yauxliall  road, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  cooper,  rn^ake  oath  and  say  as 
follows : 

On  the  27th  of  March  last  I  saw  Mr.  Barnett,  a  shipping  agent,  who 
informed  me  that  he  wanted  several  coopers  to  join  the  Japan,  bound  to 
Singapore,  and  he  requested  me  to  try'aud  find  one  or  two  coopers  to  go 
with  me,  and  to  take  them  to  Jones's  ofQce,  28  Chapel  street.  I  went  to 
several  of  my  friends,  but  they  all  declined  going.  I  then  went  to  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  and  saw  a  tall  gentleman  with  a  black  mustache,  and 
informed  him,  as  directed  by  Mr.  Barnett,  that  I  could  not  get  any  one 
else,  to  go  with  me,  and  I  agreed  to  go  myself.  The  gentleman  then 
took  down  my  name,  and  I  afterwards  went  back  to  the  Sailors'  Home, 
and  Mr.  Barnett  introduced  me  to  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  told  me  that 
he  wanted  some  coopers  for  his  vessel,  the  Japan,  going  to  China.  I 
then  asked  him  what  wages  he  would  give  me,  when  he  said  £i.  I  told 
him  that  I  could  not  go  for  these  wages,  and  said  that  the  ordinary 
wages  of  coopers  was  £6  10s.  Captain  Hitchcock  then  said  to  me  that 
it  was  not  wages  alone  that  I  should  get.  I  should  get  something  else, 
which  would  make  up  for  the  voyage.  He  at  length  agreed  to  give  me 
£4  10s.,  which  I  accepted,  and  I  then  signed  articles  for  two  years. 
After  signing  articles  I  received  a  ticket,  which  I  took  to  Jones's  office, 
and  I  then  received  an  advance  note  for  £4 10s.  I  went  to  a  great  many 
places  the  same  day,  trying  to  get  the  note  cashed,  but  no  one  would 
cash  it  for  me.  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office  and  took  my  wife  with  me, 
and  saw  the  same  gentleman,  and  told  him  that  no  one  would  cash  it 
for  me,  and  unless  he  cashed  it  I  would  not  go  in  the  ship.  He  then 
paid  me  £2  on  account,  and  said  he  would  pay  my  wife  the  difference 
when  I  got  to  sea.  He  then  told  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  his 
office,  which  I  did,  and  he  then  told  me  to  be  at  the  Greenock  steameT 
the  following  Monday  night,  the  29th  March,  at  5  o'clock.  I  did  attend 
at  the  Greenock  steamer  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  the  same  gentleman 
and  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  were  superintending  the  shipping  of  our 
clothes.  Each  man's  clothes  had  a  number  on  it,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Jones's  office  called  out  our  numbers  as  we  went  on  board  the 
steamer.  We  left  Liverpool  that  night,  and  arrived  at  Greenock  on  the 
31st.  We  were  then  taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the 
Japan.  About  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon 
a  trial  trip.  After  we  had  been  out  a  few  days  we  fell  in  with  a  small 
steamer  which  we  towed  to  Brest,  where  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the 
harbor.  The  small  steamer  then  came  alongside  of  us,  and  we  took  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  of  arms  and  ammunition.  Myself,  the  carpenter, 
and  the  joiner  opened  the  cases,  and  I  saw  that  they  contained  arms 
and  ammunition.  Mr.  Jones  superintended  the  shipping  of  the  cases, 
he  having  come  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer.  A  fresh 
captain  then  came  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer,  dressed 
in  a  gray  uniform,  and  called  us  aU  aft,  and"  said  that  his  vessel  was 
going  to  sail  under  another  name  and  flag ;  that  her  name  was  the 
Georgia,  and  we  were  going  to  cruise  under  the  confederate  flag ;  that 
he  would  pay  the  seamen  £4  10s.  a  month  and  £10  bounty.  He  said  he 
would  pay  me  £5  a  month.  Mr.  Jones  was  standing  close  to  him  at  this 
time.  One  of  the  men  asked  him  if  we  should  get  prize  money,  when 
the  captain  said  that  if  the  Alabama's  crew  received  it  we  should.  Mr. 
Jones  then  said,  "  Of  course  we  should  get  prize  money."    Those  who 
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had  agreed  to  join  were  then  taken  into  the  cabin,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Chapman,  the  first  lieutenant,  and  Captain  Maury  being  present,  when 
we  signed  articles  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  we 
were  each  paid  £10  on  signing  the  articles.    I  then  told  Captain  Maury 
that  I  was  married  and  would  require  half  pay,  when  Mr.  Jones  called 
me  to  him  and  said  that  I  should  have  it,  and  I  gave  him  the  address  of 
my  wife.    I  then  gave  my  £10  boUnty  money  to  Mr.  Jones,  who  said  he 
would  send  fiw-my  wife  when  he  got  home  and  pay  it  to  her,  and  make 
arrangements  with  her  for  the  half  pay.    We  left  Brest  about  the  9th 
of  April,  and  about  the  25th  we  met  the  Dictator,  which  we  burnt.  We 
then  went  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  we  found  an  American  man-of- 
war  lying  at  anchor.    We  then  ran  out  again  and  went  to  Bahia,  where 
we  landed  the  Dictator's  crew.    Several  of  her  crew  agreed  to  join  us. 
We  also  took  in  coals  there  from  the  bark  Castor,  but  we  were  stopped 
by  the  authorities,  and  got  the  remainder  of  our  coals  from  shore.    We 
met  the  Alabama  at  Bahia,  and  several  men  who  had  been  prisoners  on 
board  her  joined  us.    We  then  went  on  our  cruise,  and  soon  afterwards 
fell  in  with  the  G-eorge  Griswold,  which  was  ransomed.    We  afterwards 
met  with  the  bark  Good  Hope,  which  we  burnt.    On  the  same  day  we 
feu  in  with  the  J.  W.  Sever,  from  Boston,  which  we  ransomed.    We  put 
the  Good  Hope's  crew  on  board  of  her.    We  then  went  to  the  island  of 
Trinadi  to  coal.    We  waited  there  some  time  for  the  Castor,  when  we 
sighted  a  ship.  We  then  got  up  steam  and  ran  after  her,  and  she  proved 
to  be  the  Constitution,  laden  with  coals.    We  loaded  our  vessel  with 
coal  from  her,  and  took  all  her  small-arms  out,  and  then  burnt  her.    We 
fell  in  with  the  City  of  Bath  the  same  day,  which  we  boarded,  and  her 
captain  gave  a  bond.    We  put  the  Constitution's  crew  on  board  of  her, 
except  five,  who  joined  us.    We  soon  afterwards  fell  in  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  which  was  ransomed.    We  then  went  to  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  where  we  got  the  decks  calked.    We  staid  at  Simon's  Bay 
about  a  fortnight,  and  on  the  first  night  after  leaving  there  we  met  the 
John  Wart,  which  we  ransomed.   We  then  steered  northward,  and  about 
the  8th  or  9th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold  Hunter,  which  we 
burnt.    We  put  her  crew  ashore  at  Teneriffe,  where  we  coaled,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Cherbourg,  in  Prance.   While  we  were  lying  at  Cherbourg 
I  got  twenty-four  hours'  leave  of  absence.  The  paymaster  gave  me  £1  as 
liberty  m  oney.    I  went  ashore,  and  having  got  some  drink,  I  came  back  to 
the  yard  where  the  Georgia  was  lying,  when  I  changed  my  mind  and  went 
back  again  into  the  town,  where  I  met  the  carpenter,  who  gave  me  some 
money  to  pay  my  fare  to  Havre,  and  I  then  came  to  Liverpool  in  the 
Havre  steamer.    On  the  Sunday  before  I  lei^  Cherbourg  the  captain  of 
the  Georgia  called  us  aft,  and  said  that  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  some 
of  us  were  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  but  that  he  had  two  fighting  ships 
coming  over,  and  we  might  join  either  of  them,  and  that  we  should  have 
as  much  fighting  as  we  liked.    The  captain  said  this  to  the  crew  upon 
two  occasions.    On  the  26th  of  November  instent  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's 
of&ce  with  my  wife,  and  saw'  the  same  gentleman,  and  asked  for  Mr. 
Jones.    He  asked  me  what  I  wanted  with  him,  and  whether  I  was  one 
of  the  men  belonging  to  the  ship.   I  told  him  I  belonged  to  the  Georgia, 
and  he  asked  me  whether  I  was  going  to  join  the  ship  again.    I  told  him 
that  I  was,  and  asked  him  for  something  on  account  of  my  wages.    He 
told  me  that  he  could  not  pay  it  to  me  then,"but  requested  me'  to  call  the 
following  morning.    I  then  asked  him  whether  he  could  not  give  me 
something  then,  when  he  said,  "  No,  you  must  call  to-morrow."    He 
then  asked  me  whether  I  had  seen  any  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  ship 
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ia  the  town,  and  I  told  him  that  I  had,  and  he  desired  me  to  look  them 
up  and  bring  them  with  me  to  his  office  to-morrow. 

his 
JOHN  X   STANLEY, 
mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  comity  of  Lancaster,  this  26th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  the  affidavit  having,  in  my  presence,  been  previously  read 
over  to  the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same, 
and  made  his  mark  thereto  in  my  t)resence. 

J.  PEAESON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Francis  GlassbrooTc. 

I,  Francis  Glassbrook,  of  53  Upper  Hill  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  able  seaman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  March  last  I  heard  that  some  men  were  wanted  for  a 
steamer  going  to  China,  and  I  went  to  the  Sailors' Home,  Liverpool,  and 
shipped  in  the  screw  steamer  Georgia,  under  the  name  of  Francis  Elvers, 
for  a  voyage  to  Singapore  and  back  to  the  United  Kingdom ;  not  to 
exceed  two  years.  After  I  signed  articles,  ataU  gentleman  with  a  black 
mustache  and  an  imperial,  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  believe 
is  Eobert  Hyatt,  told  me  to  take  my  clothes  to  Mr,  Jones's  office,  28 
Chapel  street,  which  I  did.  I  then  received  orders  to  caU  the  following 
morning  at  his  office,  wliich  I  did ;  and  the  same  gentleman  told  me  to 
be  at  the  Greenock  steamer  on  the  following  Monday  night  at  5  o'clock, 
I  went  to  the  Greenock  steamer  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  Captain 
Hitchcock  and  Mr,  Jones,  who  was  superintending  the  shipping  of  our 
clothes.  We  sailed  for  Greenock  that  night,  and  arrived  there  on  the  21st; 
we  were  then  taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the  Japan, 
or  Georgia.  On  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon 
a  trial  trip.  During  the  time  we  were  upon  the  supposed  trial  trip  we 
fell  in  with  a  small  steamer  which  came  alongside  of  us,  and  we  towed 
her  to  Brest,  where  we  came  to  anchor.  While  we  were  lying  at 
anchor  at  Brest  the  small  steamer  discharged  a  large  number  of  cases, 
containing  arms  and  ammunition,  into  the  Japan,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr,  Jones,  who  came  aboard  the  Japan  from  the  small 
steamer,  I  saw  several  of  the  cases  opened,  which  contained  arms.  The 
captain  of  the  Japan  then  put  on  his  uniform,  and  several  officers  came 
on  board  from  the  small  steamer.  The  captain  then  called  all  hands  aft, 
and  told  us  that  his  vessel  was  going  to  sail  as  a  confederate  cruiser,  and 
told  us  that  those  who  wished  to  join  should  have  £4  10s,  a  month,  and 
£10  bounty.  One  of  the  men  then  asked  him  if  we  should  have  our 
share  of  prize  money,  when  the  captain  told  him  if  the  crew  of  the  Ala- 
bama received  any  prize  money  we  should  get  it,  A  great  many  of  the 
men  refused  to  go ;  but  I  and  about  thirty  others  agreed  to  join,  and 
we  were  then  taken  into  the  cabin  and  signed  articles  again  to  serve  ia 
the  Japan,  and  were  each  paid  £10  on  signing,  Mr,  Jones  being  in  the 
cabin  at  the  time  taking  down  the  addresses  of  our  wives.  I  signed 
articles  the  second  time  in  my  right  name.  We  aU  signed  for  three 
years,  or  during  the  war.  After  I  signed  articles  I  asked  Captaia  Maury 
whether  he  would  give  me  half  pay,  as  I  was  married ;  when  he  took 
down  the  address  of  my  wife,  and  said  that  he  wotild  leave  instructions 
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for  my  half  pay  to  be  paid  to  her,    Mr.  Jones  was  still  in  the  cabin  when 
I  asked  Captain  Maury  about  my  half  pay.    I  inclosed  my  £10  bounty 
money  in  a  letter  which  1  sent  to  my  wife  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  told  her 
that  she  must  call  and  see  Mr.  Jones,  and  inquire  if  he  had  received 
orders  to  pay  her  my  half  pay ;  and  my  wife  called  at  his  of&ce  and 
received  the  money ;  and  she  has  since  called  regularly  every  month  at 
Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  he  has  paid  her  my  half  pay.    I  also  gave  my 
advance  note  to  my  wife,  and  it  was  cashed  at  Mr.  Potter's,  8  James 
street.    We  left  Brest  on  the  9th  of  April,  and  about  the  25th  we  fell  in 
with  the  Dictator,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  Hong  Kong ;  we  ran  close 
up  to  her  and  hove  to,  and  sent  a  boat  aboard  of  her ;  we  then  brought 
her  crew  on  board  the  Japan  and  burnt  her.    We  were  flying  the  Eng- 
lish ensign  from  leaving  Brest,  but  when  we  got  alongside  the  Dictator 
we  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.    We  then  went  to  the  Western  Islands, 
where  we  found  an  American  man-of-war  at  anchor,  which  had  arrived 
before  us;  we  then  went  to  Bahia,  where  we  landed  the  crew  of  the  Dic- 
tator, except  six,  who  had  agreed  to  join  the  Japan ;  we  there  met  the 
bark  Castor,  and  took  in  coals  from  her ;  while  we  were  taking  in  the 
coals  we  were  stopped  by  the  authorities,  and  we  had  to  get  the  remain- 
der of  our  coals  from  shore ;  after  we  finished  coaling,  several  men  who 
had  been  prisoners  on  board  the  Alabama  joined  us,,  and  we  then  went 
on  our  cruise.    We  fell  in  with  the  George  G-riswold,  from  Liverpool  to 
Eio  Janeiro,  and  sent  a  boat  to  her ;  we  did  not  burn  this  vessel,  her 
captain  having  given  a  bond  ;  we  then  fell  in  with  the  bark  Good  Hope, 
from  Boston  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  we  burnt.    On  the  same 
day  we  fell  in  with  the  J.  W.  Sever  from  Boston,  which  was  ransomed ; 
we  placed  the  crew  of  the  Good  Hope  on  board  of  her ;  we  then  pro- 
ceeded to  a  desolate  island  called  Trinadi,  where  we  expected  to  meet 
the  Castor;  after  lying  there  a  week,  the  Castor  not  having  made  her 
appearance,  we  sighted  a  ship,  which  proved  to  be  the  Constitution  from 
New  York,  laden  with  coals ;  we  fiUed  our  vessel  with  coals  from  her, 
and  then  burnt  her.    During  the  time  we  were  taking  in  coals  from  the 
Constitution,  we  fell  in  with  the  City  of  Bath,  which  we  boarded,  and 
ransomed ;  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Constitution  also  joined  the  Japan, 
and  we  put  the  remainder  on  board  of  the  City  of  Bath.  We  then  cruised 
about,  and  in  about  a  week  we  fell  in  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which 
was  also  ransomed.  We  then  went  to  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of  Gt)od  Hope, 
where  we  got  the  decks  calked,  and  coaled.    After  staying  there  about 
a  fortnight,  we  left  and  steered  towards  England,  and  on  the  first  night 
after  leaving  we  fell  in  with  the  John  Watt,  which  we  learnt  had  been 
previously  boarded  by  the  VanderbUt ;  we  did  not  burn  the  John  Watt, 
her  captain  having  given  a  bond.    We  then  steered  northward,  and  on 
the  9th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold  Hunter,  which  we  burnt  on 
the  10th;  we  put  her  crew  ashore  at  Teneriffe.    We  coaled  at  Teneriffe, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Cherbourg,  in  France,  where  we  remained  about 
a  week.    I  left  the  Japan  at  Cherbourg,  having  got  leave  of  absence  for 
a  week.     I  got  £10  from    the    purser  as  liberty  money.      On  the 
Saturday  previous  to  my  leaving  Cherbourg  for  Liverpool  the  captain 
of  the  Japan,  Mr.  Maury,  called  all  hands  alt  and  said,  "Well,  my  men, 
I  hear  that  a  great  many  of  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  vessel,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  some  of  you  want  to  leave  her ;  I  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  any  of  you,  being  such  a  good  crew ;  I  have  stuck  to  my  bar- 
gain with  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  all  stick  to  yours."    One  of  the  men 
then  said  to  the  captain  that  we  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  service;  we 
were  all  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  and  wanted  to  be  on  board  of  a  ship 
more  able  to  fight.    The  captaiu  then  said  that  we  should  have  two  fight- 
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ing  ships  before  very  long,  and  we  should  have  as  much  fighting  as  we 
could  do  with.  Several  of  the  men  then  spoke  about  leaving  for  Liver- 
pool, when  the  captain  said  he  had  no  orders  yet  to  grant  leave  to  any 
of  us,  but  that  he  was  going  to  Paris  that  night  to  see  his  superior,  and 
on  his  return  he  would  give  us  further  information.  On  his  return  from 
Paris,  he  again  called  us  aft,  and  said  that  he  had  got  very  good  news  from 
Paris ;  that  he  could  give  us  leave  for  a  short  time,  but  that  he  could 
not  part  with  any  of  us ;  but  that  if  any  of  us  could  not  agree  among 
ourselves,  we  might  join  either  of  the  two  vessels  which  he  had  coming. 
On  my  return  to  Liverpool  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office,  in  Chapel  street, 
and  asked  him  how  I  was  to  get  back  to  the  Japan ;  but  he  denied  all 
knowledge  of  the  vessel,  and  advised  me  to  write  to  the  captain.  On  the 
21st  day  of  November,  instant,  I  again  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  in 
company  with  Benjamin  ConoUy,  and  saw  the  gentleman  with  the  mus- 
tache. I  asked  for  Mr.  Jones,  and  the  gentleman  then  asked  me  if  I  be- 
longed to  the  Florida ;  I  replied,  no,  I  belonged  to  the  Georgia ;  he  then 
said  that  he  had  news  for  us,  and  wanted  us  to  go  back  to  the  ship ;  I 
then  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  my  half  pay,  when  he  said  that  my 
half  pay  was  waiting,  in  the  office,  for  my  wife,  and  that  he  would  not 
pay  it  to  any  one  but  her ;  I  then  informed  him  that  my  wife  was  ill, 
aild  asked  him  if  I  got  her  to  sign  a  receipt  for  the  money  whether  he 
would  pay  it  to  me ;  when  he  said  he  would,  and  he  directed  the  boy  to 
make  out  a  receipt  for  the  half  pay ;  I  took  the  receipt  home  to  my  wife, 
and  she  made  her  mark  to  it  in  the  presence  of  my  mother,  and  I  after- 
wards took  it  to  Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  the  clerk  paid  me  the  money. 
The  same  clerk  then  told  me  to  call  at  the  office  again  at  3  o'clock,  and 
I  did  call  at  that  time,  when  he  requested  me  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat 
on  the  following  Monday  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  as  he  wanted  me  to  join 
the  ship  again,  and  he  would  then  pay  my  passage  to  Cherbourg.  I 
went  to  the  Havre  boat,  as  directed,  on  Monday  morning,  the  23d  of 
I^Tovember,  instant,  and  saw  there  Frank  Barron,  the  yeoman  of  the 
Georgia,  or  Japan,  who  introduced  me  to  a  strange  clerk  from  Jones's 
office;  he  was  a  young  man,  about  five  feet  seven  or  eight  inches  high, 
without  any  whiskers,  and  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  be- 
lieve is  John  Welding.  The  clerk  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  I 
was  going  to  conie,  as  it  was  late ;  I  then  asked  him  if  I  was  to  go  back 
to  the  Georgia,  and  he  said  yes ;  I  then  asked  to  whom  was  I  to  report 
myself,  when  Barron  answered'  that  I  was,  of  course,  to  report  myself  to 
one  of  the  deck  officers  when  I  reached  Cherbourg.  The  clerk  then 
asked  me  to  sign  two  papers,  which  I  thought  were  receipts  for  the  £3 
which  he  then  gave  me  to  pay  my  passage  round  to  Havre ;  I  signed 
the  papers  on  aba]  e  of  goods  on  the  dock  quay;  the  clerk  then  asked 
me  to  go  on  board  the  Havre  steamer,  but  I  made  an  excuse  that  I 
wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  grog  before  leaving ;  the  clerk  objected  to  my 
going  away,  but  as  I  insisted  upon  going,  he  at  last  consented.  In  the 
schedule  I'have  given  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Georgia,. 
The  schedule  referred  is  as  follows :  L.  Maury,  captain,  and  Chapman, 
first  lieutenant,  left  us  at  Cape  Town;  Mr.  Evans,  second  lieutenant; 
Mr.  Smith,  third  lieutenant;  Mr.  Ingram^  fourth  lieutenant,  or  sailing- 
master;  Mr.  Walker,  passed  midshipman;  Mr.  Morgan,  midshipman; 
Mr.  Curtis,  paymaster ;  William  May,  master-at-arms ;  George  Steven- 
son, sergeant;  Henry  J.  Jones,  doctor's  assistant ;  Mr.  Pearson,  chief  en- 
gineer ;  Mr.  Butler,  second  engineer ;  Smith,  third  engineer,  left  us  at 
Cape  Town;  Mr.  Hannon,  fourth  engineer;  Mr.  Naylor,  gunner;  Mr. 
Morton,  boatswain ;  Thomas  Williams,  chief  boatswain's  mate ;  Thomas 
Williams,  second  boatswain's  mate ;  Thomas  Monk,  fourth  boatswain's 
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mate ;  Thomas  Call,  and  Frank  Mills,  captains  of  forecastle ;  John  Ben- 
son, captain  of  foretop ;  Eobert  Eodway,  captain  of  maintop ;  Felix  Mor- 
gan and  William  Williams,  captains  of  after-guard;  Thomas  Hiley, 
James  Hendry,  and  William  Jackson,  quartermasters;  William  Dunn, 
acting  gunner ;  John  Williams,  gunner's  mate ;  William  Price,  cook ; 
Freeman,  ship's  steward ;  Fleming,  ward-room  steward ;  W.  "Bassell, 
armorer ;  John  Stanley,  cooper ;  Joseph  Seymour,  lives  at  33  Bedford 
street,  Liverpool,  seaman ;  Matthews,  painter ;  R.  IS'eil,  carpenter,  and 
Mr.  Ewen,  joiner;  Jerome  Ebrio,  sailmaster;  Alex.  Crozier,  Alex. 
McDonald,  Thompson,  Eobinson,  W.  Hays,  Neilson,  Smith,  T.  James, 
Fitzgerald,  Peterson,  John  Lyons,  William  Lloyd,  Hinds,  and  Murray, 
seamen;  W.  Cox,  Ford,  McThien,and  J.  Clayton,  boys ;  Joseph Hobbs, 
captain  of  the  hold ;  Frank  Barron,  ship's  yeoman ;  James  Wilson,  Wil- 
liam CuUen,  John  Allstone,  and  Smith,  seamen;  John  Brown,  JSTo.  1, 
and  John  Brown,  K"o.  2,  seamen ;  Bernard  Allen,  John  DoUan,  Thomas 
Jones,  seamen ;  T.  McChee,  A.  Ellis,  A.  Pantee,  John  McCarthey,  Mi- 
chael Droomy,  William  Davitt,  Benjamin  Conolly,  17  Temple  Building, 
Liverpool;  Gordon,  Curtis,  Thurston,  Michael  Connor,  Walter  Owen, 
James  Wilson,  John  Williams,  firemen ;  Thompson,  ward-room  cook ; 
Antonio  Bass,  captain's  cook ;  Mr.  Hunt,  master's  mate ;  J.  Williams, 


gunner's  mate. 


FEAJSrCIS  GLASSBEOOK. 


Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  24th  day  of 
November,  1863,  before  me, 

JUSTLEY  PBAESON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Benjamin  Conolly. 

Benjamin  Conolly,  of  ISo.  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  makes  oath  and  says  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  of  March  last  I  was  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  when 
I  met  Mr.  Barnett,  a  shipping  agent,  who  informed  me  that  I  had  a  chance 
of  going  in  a  steamer  which  was  bound  to  Singapore.  Mr.  Barnett  then 
introduced  me  to  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  told  me  that  he  would  take  me. 
I  then  signed  articles,  and  a  gentleman  with  a  black  mustache  and  an 
imperial,  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  believe  is  Eobert  Hyatt, 
came  up  to  me  and  told  me  to  take  my  clothes  down  to  Mr.  Jones's  offlce, 
28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  which  I  did,  and  there  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man. On  the  foUowiug  morning  (Saturday)  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office, 
as  requested,  and  received  my  advance  note.  I  then  received  orders  to 
be  at  the  Greenock  boat  on  the  following  Monday,  at  5  o'clock.  I  went 
to  tbe  Greenock  steamer,  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  Captain  Hitchcock 
and  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  superintending  the  shipping  our  clothes.  We 
sailed  for  Greenock  that  nigbt,  and  arrived  there  on  the  31st.  We  were 
taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the  Japan,  or  Georgiq,. 
On  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon  a  trial  tri^, 
and  whilst  we  were  on  the  supposed  trial  trip  we  fell  in  with  a  steamer 
which  brought  us  several  more  hands,  provisions,  and  clothing.  We 
afterwards  fell  in  with  another  small  steamer,  which  we  towed  to  Brest, 
and  she  there  discharged  a  great  many  cases,  containing  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, into  the  Japan,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Jones,  who  came 
44  A  C — ^VOL.  n 
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on  board  of  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer  whilst  we  were  lying  at 
anchor  at  Brest.  I  know  the  cases  contained  arms  and  ammunition 
because  I  assisted  in  opening  several  of  them.  Both  the  arms  and  am- 
munition cases  were  marked  Alderney,  and  the  muskets  were  marked 
Blakeley.  After  we  got  the  cases  on  board,  the  captain  of  the  Japan 
came  aft  dressed  in  uniform,  (a  gray  uniform,)  with  the  letters  C.  S.  N. 
on  the  buttons,  and  called  all  hands  to  him,  and  told  us  that  we  were 
going  to  sail  under  the  confederate  flag ;  that  we  should  have  £10  bounty, 
and  £4  10s.  per  month  wages  if  we  joined.  He  also  said  we  should  have 
prize  money  if  the  Alabama's  crew  received  it.  Whilst  the  captain  of 
the  Japan  was  addressing  Us,  Mr.  Jones  was  standing  close-to  him,  and 
he  afterwards  came  among  us  endeavoring  to  Induce  us  to  join.  Mr. 
Jones  came  to  me  and  asked  if  I  would  join,  but!  refused;  and  Mr.  Jones 
told  me  that  I  was  throwing  a  good  chance  away;  that  it  was  an  excel- 
lent chance  for  me  to  make  my  fortune;  that  1  should  have  plenty  of 
money;  and  he  at  last  induced  me  to  join.  Those  who  agreed  to  join 
them  went  into  the  cabin  of  the  Japan.  Mr.  Jones  was  in  the  cabin  and 
taking  down  the  addresses  of  the  men's  wives  who  received  half  pay.  I 
was  paid  £10  bounty  upon  signing  articles.  We  joined  for  three  years, 
or  during  the  war  with  the  North.  We  left  Brest  on  the  night  of  the  9th 
of  April,  and  about  the  25th  we  fell  in  with  the  Dictator,  from  Liverpool, 
and  boarded  her,  and  then  brought  the  crew  on  board  the  Japan  and 
burnt  her.  We  then  went  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  we  found  an 
American  man-of-war  lying  at  anchor,  the  name  of  which,  I  think,  was 
the  Mohican.  We  then  went  to  Bahia  and  landed  the  crew  of  the  Dic- 
tator there,  except  a  few  who  had  agreed  to  join  us.  We  met  the  bark 
Castor  at  Bahia,  and  took  in  coals  from  her.  Whilst  we  were  taking  in 
coals  we  were  stopped  by  the  authorities,  and  got  the  remainder  of  our 
coals  from  shore.  Several  men,  who  had  been  prisoners  on  board  the 
Alabama,  joined  us  at  Bahia,  and  we  then  went  on  our  cruise.  We  soon 
afterwards  fell  in  with  the  George  Griswold,  which  was  ransomed,  her 
captain  having  given  a  bond.  We  also  fell  in  with  the  bark  Good  Hope, 
from  Boston,  which  we  burnt.  On  the  same  day  we  boarded  the  J.  W. 
Sever,  from  Boston,  which  was  ransomed.  We  put  the  crew  of  the 
Good  Hope  on  board  of  her.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  island  of 
Trinadi,  where  we  had  arranged  to  meet  the  Castor  to  coal.  After  lying 
there  about  a  week,  waiting  for  the  Castor,  we  sighted  the  Constitution, 
from  New  Tork,  laden  with  coals,  which  we  boarded,  and  after  filling 
our  vessel  with  coals  from  her  we  burnt  her.  During  the  time  we  were 
taking  in  coals  we  fell  in  with  the  City  of  Bath,  which  was  also  ran- 
somed. We  placed  the  Constitution's  crew  on  board  of  the  City  of  Bath, 
except  about  six,  who  agreed  to  join  us.  In  about  a  week  afterward  we 
fell  in  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  was  ransomed.  We  then  went 
to  Simon's  Bay,  where  we  got  the  decks  calked;  after  leaving  Simoii's 
bay,  we  fell  in  with  the  John  Watt,  which  we  also  ransomed.  We  then 
steered  northward,  and  about  the  9th  of  October  we  feU  in  with  the  Bold 
Hunter,  which  we  burnt  the  following  day.  We  put  her  crew  ashore  at 
Teneriffe,  where  we  coaled.  We  then  started  for  Cherbourg  in  France, 
where  we  arrived  about  the  28th  of  October  last.  1  left  the  Japan  in 
Cherbourg,  (government  dock  yard,)  and  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  30th. 
I  got  a  week's  leave  of  absence,  and  received  £20  liberty  money.  On 
the  Sunday  previous  to  my  leaving  Cherbourg  for  Liverpool,  the  captain 
of  the  Japan,  Mr.  Maury,  called  all  hands  aft  and  said,  "Well,  my  men, 
I  hear  that  a  great  many  of  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  vessel,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  some  of  you  want  to  leave  her.    I  do  not  wish  to 
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part  with  any  of  you,  being  sncli  a  good  crew.  I  have  stuck  to  my  bar- 
gain with,  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  all  stick  to  yours."  One  of  the  men 
then  said  to  the  captain,  "  We  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  service;  we  were 
aU  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  and  wanted  to  go  on  board  of  a  ship  more 
able  to  fight."  The  captain  then  said,  "That  we  should  have  two  fight- 
ing ships  before  very  long,  and  we  should  have  as  much  fighting  as  we 
could  do  with."  Severa;l  of  the  men  then  spoke  about  leaving  for  Liv- 
erpool, when  the  captain  said,  "  He  had  no  orders  yet  to  grant  leave  to 
any  of  us,  but  that  he  was  going  to  Paris  that  night  to  see  his  superior, 
and  on  his  return  he  would  give  us  further  information."  On  his  return 
from  Paris  he  again  called  us  aft,  and  said,  "  That  he  had  got  very  good 
news  for  us  from  Paris;  that  he  could  give  us  leave  for  a  short  time,  but 
that  he  could  not  part  with  any  of  us ;  but  that  if  any  of  us  could  not 
agree'  among  ourselves  we  might  join  either  of  the  two  vessels  which  he 
had  coming."  On  Monday  last,  the  16th  of  November,  I  called  at  Mr. 
Jones's  offtce,  in  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  and  asked  him  how  I  was  to 
get  back  to  the  Japan,  when  he  told  me  to  call  again  in  a  day  or  two  and 
he  would  pay  my  passage  to  France.  Upon  signing  articles,  I  received 
an  advance  note  for  two  pounds,  which  was  signed  Jones  &  Co.,  28  Chapel 
street,  Liverpool.  I  got  the  note  cashed  at  Jacob's,  Paradise  street. 
None  of  the  crew  of  the  Japan  received  any  half-pay  notes,  the  cap- 
tain having  given  instructions  for  the  half  pay  to  be  paid  by  his 
agents  in  England  to  the  men's  wives,  whose  addresses  the  captain 
took  at  the  time  we  signed  articles.  On  the  21st  of  November,  instant, 
I  again  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  in  company  with  Mr.  Francis  Glass- 
brook,  and  again  saw  the  same  gentleman,  who  asked  us  if  we  belonged 
to  the  Florida.  We  told  him  no,  we  belonged  to  the  Georgia.  He  then 
said  he  had  news  for  us,  and  wanted  us  to  go  back  to  the  ship.  I  asked 
him  if  he  could  allow  me  half  pay,  when  he  asked  me  if  I  was  married. 
I  told  him  I  was  not  married,  and  he  then  said  he  could  not  give  me 
half  pay.  He  then  told  me  to  caU  again  at  3  o'clock,  and  I  did  attend  at 
that  time,  when  he  gave  me  orders  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  to  join  the  ship  again,  and  he  would 
pay  my  passage  money  to  Cherbourg.  I  went  to  the  Havre  boat,  as  di- 
rected, Monday  morning,  the  23d  of  November,  instant,  and  saw  Frank 
Barron,  the  yeoman  of  the  Georgia,  who  introduced  me  to  a  strange  clerk 
from  Jones's  office.  He  was  a  young  man,  about  the  middle  height, 
without  a  beard,  and  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  believe  is 
John  Welding.  The  clerk  then  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  I  was 
coming,  as  I  was  so  late.  I  then  asked  him  if  I  was  to  go  back  to  the 
Georgia,  and  he  said  yes.  1  then  asked  him  to  whom  was  1  to  report 
myself;  when  Barron  answered  that  I  was,  of  course,  to  report  myself  to 
one  of  the  deck  officers  when  I  reached  Cherbourg.  The  clerk  then  asked 
me  to  sign  two  papers,  which  we  thought  were  receipts  for  £3,  which  he 
gave  us  to  pay  our  passage  round  to  Havre.  I  signed  the  receipt  on  a 
bale  of  goods  on  the  dock  quay.  The  clerk  then  asked  me  to  go  on  board 
the  steamer,  when  I  made  an  excuse  that  I  wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  grog 
with  Glassbrook  before  I  left.  The  clerk  objected  to  our  leaving,  but  he 
at  last  consented. 

BENJAMIN  CONOLLT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  24th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEAESON,  A  Gommissioner,  &c. 


692 


REBEL   CEUISEES. 


Deposition  of  Catherine  Stanley. 


L,  Catherine  Stanley,  of  No.  26  Court,  Ovid  street,  Vauxhall  road,  Liv- 
erpool, in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  wife  of  John  Stanley,  of  the  same 
place,  cooper,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

I  called  at  Mr.  .Jones's  office  about  the  12th  of  April  last,  as  directed 
by  my  husband,  for  the  balance  of  his  advance  note,  when  I  saw  a  gen- 
tleman with  a  mustache,  who  paid  me  the  money.  My  husband  had 
previously  taken  me  to  Jones's  office  and  informed  this  gentleman  I  was 
his  wife.  About  the  9th  of  April  last  I  received  a  letter  from  my  hus- 
band, then  cooper  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  which  letter  is  hereunto  an- 
nexed, marked  A,  informing  me  that  he  had  shipped  in  that  vessel  for 
three  years,  and  that  he  had  sent  £10  for  me  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  desiring 
me  to  call  upon  him  and  receive  it,  and  make  arrangements  about  the 
half  pay.  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office  the  day  I  received  the  letter,  and 
saw  an  elderly  gentleman,  with  a  teddish  face,  whom  I  have  since  been 
informed  was  Mr.  Jones.  He  asked  me  what  I  was  going  to  do  with  all 
that  money;  that  it  was  quite  unexpected  for  me  to  get  it,  and  told  me 
that  if  my  husband  stopped  with  the  ship  until  the  end  of  three  years  I 
should  be  independent.  He  then  said  that  he  had  not  sufficient  money 
in  the  office  to  pay  me  then,  and  told  me  to  call  the  next  day.  Mr.  Jones 
also  told  me  that  I  should  get  half  pay.  I  called  the  next  day,  and  saw 
a  tall  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  who  paid  me  the  £10,  and  I  signed 
a  receipt  for  it.  The  gentleman  then  told  me  to  call  on  the  13th  of  June 
for  half  pay.  I  did  call  on  the  13th  of  June,  and  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man, who  paid  me  the  money  himself.-  I  have  called  at  Jones's  office 
regularly  every  month  up  to  the  13th  of  October  last,  and  have  been 
paid  the  half  pay;  the  same  gentleman  sometimes  paid  it  to  me,  and 
sometimes  the  boy  paid  it.  I  called  on  the  14th  November,  instant,  as 
usual,  for  the  half  pay,  when  I  saw  the  same  gentleman,  who  told  me  he 
had  no  orders  yet  to  pay  me.  He  said  that  he  had  sent  a  telegraphic  mes- 
sage about  the  matter,  and  he  had  no  reply  yet.  He  told  me  to  call  next 
day,  which  I  did,  but  did  not  get  any  money,  and  I  called  daily  up  to 
the  18th  November,  instant,  on  which  day  the  boy  paid  me  the  money. 

CATHEEINE  STANLEY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  26th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEAESON, 
A  Gommissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 

A. 

Apkil.  7, 1863. 
Dear  Wipe  :  I  write  this  from  a  by-port  in  France,  where  we  are 
taking  in  stores,  and  I  am  going  in  the  ship,  and  I  am  sending  you  £10 
to  Jones's  office,  and  I  want  you  to  go  and  receive  it  when  you  get  this, 
and  half  pay,  £2  10s.  I  have  shipped  for  three  years,  and  you  must 
not  think  the  time  long.  God  bless  you  and  the  little  children,  and  give 
them  a  kiss  for  me.  Good-night,  and  God  bless  you.  Give  my  love  to 
my  sister  and  all  inquiring  friends.  No  more  at  present,  from  your 
affectionate  husband, 

JOHN  STANLEY. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "A,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Catherine  Stanley. 

Sworn  before  me  this  26th  November,  1863. 

J.  PEAESON,  Commissioner  J  &c. 
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Deposition  of  Cecilia  Olassiroolc. 

I,  Cecilia  Grlassbrook,  of  53  Upper  Hill  street  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  wife  of  Francis  Glassbrook,  of  the  same  place,  able  seaman, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

About  the  10th  of  April  last  I  received  a  note  from  my  husband, 
Francis  Glassbrook,  then  a  seaman  on  board  the  steamer  Georgia,  which 
letter  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  desiring  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Jones's 
ofiBice,  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  and  received  from  him  £10,  and  to 
make  arrangements  for  receiving  my  husband's  half  pay.  On  the  13th 
April  the  wife  of  a  seaman  on  board  the  Georgia,  who  had  been  to  Mr. 
Jones's  office  for  her  money,  called  upon  me  and  told  me  to  caU  at  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  which  I  did  the  same  day,  and  received  the  £10  from  a  tall 
gentleman  with  a  black  mustache  and  an  imperial.  The  same  gentle- 
man then  told  me  to  call  in  two  months  from  that  day  to  receive  my 
husband's  half  pay.  I  asked  the  gentleman  whether  he  could  not  give 
me  a  half-pay  note,  when  he  replied,  "K'o;  you  won't  want  a  note  when 
you  receive  the  money  here."  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  on  the  13th 
day  of  the  first  month  after  my  husband  sailed  for  my  husband's  half 
pay,  having  heard  that  the  wife  of  another  seaman  on  board  the 
Georgia  was  receiving  her  half  pay  that  day,  when  I  saw  the  same  gen- 
tleman, who  informed  me  that  he  did  not  think  I  would  get  it  then,  as 
they  had  received  no  news  from  the  ship,  and  requested  me  to  call  on 
the  13th  of  the  next  month.  I  did  accordingly  call  on  the  13th  day  of  the 
second  month  after  my  husband  sailed,  and  again  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man, and  he  directed  the  boy  to  pay  me  my  half  pay,  which  he  did.  I 
then  asked  the  same  gentleman  whether  I  could  see  Mr.  Jones,  as  I  had 
a  letter  to  send  to  my  husband,  but  he  said  he  could  send  it  without 
troubling  Mr.  Jones.  There  was  an  elderly  gentleman  with  gray  hair 
and  whiskers  standing  close  to  him  at  this  time,  whom  I  have  always' 
been  led  to  believe  was  Mr.  Jones.  I  have  called  regularly  every  month 
at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  have  received  my  husband's  half  pay,  the  gen- 
tleman whom  I  saw  on  the  first  occasion  having  each  time  directed  the 
boy  to  pay  it  to  me.  On  the  13th  day  of  November,  instant,  I  called,  as 
usual,  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  for  my  husband's  half  pay,  when  the  boy  in- 
formed me  I  could  not  get  it  that  day,  and  must  call  on  the  following 
Monday.  I  did  attend  on  .the  following  Monday,  between  12  and  1  o'clock, 
and  the  boy  informed  me  that  he  could  not  pay  me  until  he  had  received 
a  reply  to  a  telegraphic  message  which  had  been  sent  to  London.  I 
waited  at  the  office  until  nearly  five  that  evening,  when  the  boy  informed 
me  that  they  closed  the  office  at  six,  and  that  I  had  better  call  early 
next  day.  On  the  following  day  I  was  taken  ill  and  unable  to  go.  On 
Saturday  last  my  husband  brought  a  receipt  for  the  last  half  pay,  and 
told  me  that  Mr.  Jones  would  not  pay  it  to  him  unless  I  signed  the  receipt, 
and  I  made  my  mark  to  such  a  receipt  in  the  presence  of  my  mother-in- 
law.  The  letter  marked  B,  hereunto  annexed,  I  received  from  my  hus- 
band while  he  was  ia  Greenock,  and  the  letter  marked  C,  also  hereunto 
annexed,  I  received  from  him  while  he  was  on  board  the  Georgia. 

her 
CECILIA  +  GLASSBEOOK. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  24th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  this  affidavit  haviag  in  my  presence  been  previously  read 
over  to  the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same, 
and  made  her  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

J.  BUSHBLL, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 
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A. 

April  7, 1863. 

Dear  Wife  :  I  could  not  get  a  chance  to  write  to  you  before.  I  did 
write  one  letter  to  you.  I  hope  you  got  it.  Dear  Oelia,  I  have  shipped 
in  this  ship  and  got  £10  bounty,  and  £4  10s.  per  month,  and  I  have  left 
you  half  pay.  When  you  receive  this  go  to  Jones's  ofttce  and  you  will 
receive  £10,  and  he  will  give  you  half  pay,  and  ask  him  how  you  are 
going  to  write  to  me.  Dear  CeUa,  when  you  get  this  mouey  start  in 
some  kind  of  business.  Give  my  love  to  father  and  mother,  Stephen  and 
uncle,  and  tell  them  I  hope  I  will  be  soon  home  again.  I  have  shipped 
for  the  war,  in  my  own  name.  I  have  not  got  time  to  say  more,  but  good- 
night and  Grod  bless  you.    I  remain  your  ever-loving, 

■  FEANCIS  GLASSBEOOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "A,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Cecilia  Glassbrook. 

Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1863. 

J.  BTJSHELL. 

B. 

Greenock,  April  1. 

Dear  Wipe  :  I  have  arrived  safe  on  yesterday  about  3  o'clock  after 
a  good  passage.  We  have  not  heard  where  we  are  going  to  yet,  but  we 
think  we  are  going  to  S^assau,  or  else  to  meet  the  Alabama.  I  never  got 
ashore  yet,  so  I  did  not  get  the  money,  nor  did  I  see  Lizzie,  I  can't  tell 
when  we  are  going  to  sail.  Give  my  love  to  father,  mother,  Stephen, 
and  uncle. 

I  remain  your  loving  husband, 

F.  GLASSBEOOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "B,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Cecilia  Glassbrooi;. 

Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1863. 

J.  BUSHELL. 

C. 

Ship  Georgia,  May  14, 1863. 
Dearest  Celia  :  Ton  must  be  very  anxious  to  get  a  few  lines  from 
me  to  know  how  I  am  getting  on,  but  you  can  make  yourself  at  ease, 
for  I  am  very  well,  and  could  be  very  happy  if  I  could  hear  from  you,  or 
even  to  know  you  are  well  and  comfortable.  Dearest  Celia,  I  hope  yoii 
had  no  trouble  to  get  the  money  from  Jones.  You  know  that  you  was  to  re- 
ceive £3  10s.  in  the  name  of  Frank  Eivers,  and  £10  in  that  of  Francis 
Glassbrook,  and  likewise  £2  5s.  a  month  half  pay.  Dearest  Celia,  I  am 
afraid  we  will  not  do  so  well  as  the  Alabama,  but  we  must  be  content. 
I  should  like  to  hear  how  the  war  is  getting  on,  or  when  it  is  likely  to 
be  over.  We  shall  be  discharged  as  soon  as  it  is  done.  You  need  not 
fret  about  me  being  taken  by  the  Yankees,  for  your  half  pay  goes  on 
still.  Dearest  Celia,  I  wish  you  to  go  to  Jones  and  ask  him  how  you  are 
to  write  to  me,  and  he  will  put  you  in  the  way  of  writing  to  me.  I  hope 
my  father  and  mother,  Stephen,  and  uncle,  are  well.  I  dare  say  my  poor 
mother  is  fretting  about  me.  Eemember  me  to  your  sister  Anne  and 
her  children,  and  I  hope  she  has  heard  good  news  from  her  husband. 
I  hope  Stephen  is  a  good  boy  and  keeping  steady.  If  anything  should 
happen  to  him,  I  hope  you  will  look  to  my  mother  as  long  as  you  have 
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a  shilliug,  for  if  you  love  me  you  are  sure  to  be  kind  to  my  mother.  I 
don't  see  as  I  have  any  more  to  say  at  present,  onty  that  we  are  all  well, 
and  ready  to  take  the  first  Yankee  ship  that  comes  in  our  way.  I  dare 
say  there  is  a  great  talk  in  England  about  us,  but  the  newspapers  can 
tell  you  more  than  I  can. 
I  shall  conclude;  by  remaining  still  your  ever-loving  husband, 

FEA2!fCIS  GLASSBEOOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "C,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Cecilia  G-lassbrook,  sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  K'ovember,  1863. 

JOHif  BUSHELL. 


Deposition  of  Daniel  Gonolly. 

I,  Daniel  ConoUy,  of  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  porter,  makejjath  and  say  as  follows: 

About  three  weeks  after  my  son,  Benjamin  OonoUy,  sailed  in  the 
steamer  Japan,  I  received  a  letter  through  the  post  offtce  from  Messrs. 
Jones  &  Co.,  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  requesting  me  to  call  at  their 
office,  as  my  son  Benjamin  had  sent  £9  for  me,  and  desiring  me  to  call 
for  the  money.  I  called  at  Jones's  office  the  day  after  I  received  the  note, 
and  saw  a  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  and  showed  him  the  letter,  when 
he  paid  me  the  money,  a  £5  note  and»£4  pounds  in  gold,  and  I  signed  a 
large  sheet  of  paper  containing  the  names  of  many  persons.  I  signed 
under  my  son's  name.  I  believe  this  paper  was  a  list  of  the  crew  of  the 
Japan.  The  note  had  the  name  Jones  &  Co.  written  on  the  back  of  it. 
I  got  the  note  changed  in  Dale  street.  The  gentleman  took  the  letter 
from  me  and  put  it  on  the  file. 

DAIvTIEL  CONOLLT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  &c.,  30th  l!rovember,  1863,  before  me, 

J.  PEAESON,  A  Commissioner,  &Ci 


Deposition  of  Eliza  Gonolly. 

I,  Eliza  ConoUy,  of  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  spinster,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  day  of  November,  instant,  I  called  at  Mr.  Jone's  office, 
28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  to  inquire  whether  he  could  tell  me  where 
I  could  find  my  brother,  Benjamin  Conolly,  who  had  joined  the  steamer 
Japan,  when  I  saw  a  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  and  asked  him  if  that 
office  was  Mr.  Jones's,  when  he  said  it  was.  I  then  asked  him  whether 
he  could  tell  me  if  my  brother,  Benjamin  ConoUy,  had  joined  his  ship  any 
day  this  week,  when  he  said  he  had  not ;  and  he  then  asked  what  was  my 
reason  for  incjuiring,  when  I  replied  that  I  was  his  sister,  and  thought  it 
very  strange  that  he  had  not  written  to  us,  and  I  also  told  him  that  my 
brother  had  promised  to  leave  my  father  half  pay.  I  then  told  him  that 
my  brother  had  left  home  between  6  and  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
Monday  last  to  join  his  ship,  when  the  gentleman  said  he  knew  that  he 
had,  and  that  he  had  sent  one  of  his  clerks  down  to  the  Havre  steamer 
to  see  him  and  Glassbrook  on  board,  and  that  they  got  £3  each  from 
his  clerk  and  then  they  both  bolted.  He  then  called  an  elderly  gentle- 
man, and  said  to  him  that  I  was  inquiring  for  those  two  vagabonds  who 
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had  ran  away  on  Monday.  He  then  asked  me  whether  I  knew  Grlassbrook, 
when  I  replied  that  I  did  not ;  and  he  said  I  had  better  go  to  Glassbrook's 
house  and  see  if  my  brother  was  there.  I  asked  for  Glassbrook's  address, 
and  he  began  to  write  it  down,  when  the  elderly  gentleman  stopped  him 
and  said  he  was  not  to  give  it  to  me. 

ELIZA  COlSrOLLY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  30th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me, 

J.  PEARSOlsr, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administrator  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Of'^'ioe,  December  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  consul  at 
Liverpool,  covering  a  number  of  depositions,  which  you  state  all  go  to 
establish  in  the  clearest  manner  the  existence  of  a  regular  oiflce  at  Liver- 
pool for  the  enlistment  and  payment  of  British  subjects,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  war  against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  papers  shall  be 
considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &C.,  dc. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  790.J  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  21,  1863. 

Sir  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liv- 
erpool, bearing  date  the  4th  instant,  (No.  194,)  with  numerous  accom- 
paniments relative  to  the  Georgia,  formerly  called  the  Japan,  and  sub- 
sequently the  Virginia.  He  informs  me  that  he  has  sent  copies  of  the 
affidavits  in  the  case  to  you. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  Mr.  Evarts  upon  the  subject,  and 
exercise  your  judgment  as  to  the  expediency  of  prosecuting  the  parties 
implicated  in  the  transactions  disclosed  by  the  depositions ;  and  you 
will  also,  if  you  deem  it  advisable,  use  the  facts  established  therein  in 
support  of  my  dispatch  of  yesterday.  No.  789. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  <&c.,  &c. 

[Mr.  Dudley's  dispatch  above  referred  to  is  the  same  in  substance  as 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated  December  1, 1863 ;  it  is  inclosed  with 
Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  555,  December  11, 1863,  amte.] 
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Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.! 

Ko.  204.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  5, 1864. 
Sib  :  A  lawyer  residing  in  this  town,  by  the  name  of  Bateson,  called 
upon  Mr.  Squarey,  my  attorney,  yesterday,  and  informed  him  that  he 
had  been  directed  by  the  Crown  to  prosecute  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co., 
Ifo.  28  Chapel  street,  for  fitting  out  and  enlisting  the  crew  for  the  con- 
federate steamer  Georgia ;  stated  that  copies  of  the  affidavits,  which  I 
took,  (and  copies  of  which  I  sent  the  department  in  dispatch  No.  194,) 
had  been  placed  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  wished  us  to  bring  forward 
and  procure  the  witnesses.  Fortunatelj'  we  have  them  all  here.  The 
only  way  to  keep  seafaring  men  on  shore  is  to  pay  them  the  same  wages 
they  would  earn  if  at  sea.  I  had  taken  this  precaution.  The  prosecu- 
tion of  these  parties,  if  conducted  vigorously  with  the  view  of  convict- 
ing them,  will  do  more  to  break  up  these  expeditions  and  fitting  out  of 
vessels  in  this  country  than  anything  else.  We  shall  soon  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  whether  they  are  in  earnest,  or  merely  doing  it 
to  satisfy  us,  without  any  desire  to  convict  the  offenders.  I  have  in- 
structed Mr.  Squarey  to  aid  them,  and  placed  my  detective  force  at  their 
disposal.  I  have  several  otherwitnesses  besides  those  mentioned  in  the 
affidavits,  who  are  ready  to  testify  against  these  parties.  Within  the 
past  ten  days  this  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.  have  sent  from  here  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  men  to  the  Georgia  and  Florida. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  576.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  January  15,  1864. 
gj-jj.         #***## 

I  transmit  likewise  copies  of  my  note  to  him  of  the  11th  instant,  of 
Mr.  Dudley's  to  me  of  the  9th,  and  of  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Mat- 
thews of  the  same  date,  establishing  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co. 
in  enlisting  men  in  this  kingdom  to  make  war  on  the  United  States.  I 
also  inclose  a  copy  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  of  the  same  of  the 
13th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 


LEaATION  OP  THE  TJOTTED  STATES, 

London,  January  11, 1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copies 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
and  of  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Matthews,  going  most  clearly  to  estab- 
lish the  proof  of  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.  in  enlisting-  and 
paying  British  subjects  in  this  kingdom  to  carry  on  war  against  the 
United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FKANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  t&c,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consxjlate, 

Liverpool,  Janua/ry  9,  1864. 

Sir:  Eeferring  to  dispatches  from  myself  to  you,  one  dated  December 
1, 1863,  and  the  other  on  the  6th  instant,  and  the  connection  of  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  in  fitting  out  the  pirate  Georgia 
and  enlisting  men  in  Liverpool  for  this  vessel,  I  have  now  to  inform  you 
that  this  same  firm,  in  connection  with  one  Charles  Mattman,  of  Eustace 
street,  in  Liverpool,  an  Englishman,  belonging  to  the  naval  reserve,  on 
the  29th  of  December  last,  enlisted  in  Liverpool  for  the  said  steamer 
Georgia,  now  at  Cherbourg,  and  the  steamer  Florida,  now  at  Brest, 
some  twenty-one  British  seamen,  and  on  the  same  day  conveyed  them 
from  Liverpool  in  a  steamer  bound  for  Havre.  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
Thomas  Matthews'  affidavit,  one  of  the  men  that  shipped  and  went  to 
Havre,  establishing  the  above  facts.  You  will  see  that  two  of  the  men 
so  shipped,  named  George  King  and  Thomas  Smith,  belong  to  the  naval 
reserve.  The  affidavit  also  discloses  the  fact  that  the  firm  of  Jones  & 
Co.  paid  half  the  wages  earned  by  the  witness,  while  on  board  of  the 
Georgia,  to  his  wife  here  in  Liverpool,  the  last  payment  of  which  was 
made  to.  her  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  while  her  husband  was  at  his 
home  in  Liverpool;  and  that  they  have  been  boarding  the  men  from  this 
vessel,  or  at  least  one  of  them,  here  in  Liverpool  since  the  vessel  has 
been  at  Cherbourg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis- Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Mattheics. 

I,  Thomas  Matthews,  of  No.  37  Gloucester  street,  Liverpool,  painter, 
make  oath  and  say :  In  the  month  of  March,  1863, 1  was  lodging  with 
Mr.  Charles  Mattman,  of  Eustace  street,  Liverpool,  and  was  informed 
by  him  that  there  was  a  chance  for  me  to  go  to  China  in  the  Japan,  for 
a  two  years'  voyage.  I  understood  that  the  vessel  was  not  goiug  to 
China,  although  she  would  be  entered  out  for  that  place.    He  also  told 
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me  that  there  was  a  good  chance  for  me  to  make  plenty  of  money.  I 
agreed  to  go  in  her,  and  Mr.  Mattman  and  myself  left  Liverpool  for 
Greenock,  where  the  Japan  was  lying.  About  the  28th  or  29th  of  March 
last  I  signed  articles  for  two  years,  at  £4  10s.  a  month,  and  joined  the 
Japan  on  the  1st  of  April.  We  left  Greenock  on  the  2d  of  April,  and 
after  we  had  been  at  sea  about  eight  or  nine  days  we  fell  in  with  a  small 
steamer  called  the  Alar,  which  followed  us  to  Ushant  Bay,  where  we 
took  in  cases  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  her.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Chapel 
street,  Liverpool,  came  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  Alar,  with  several 
men  who  agreed  to  join  us.  We  signed  articles  again,  to  serve  on  the 
Japan  in  the  confederate  service,  and  were  each  paid  £10  bounty  upon 
signing  articles.  Mr.  Jones  brought  the  bounty  money  with  him, 
which  was  paid  to  us  by  Mr.  Curtis,  the  purser.  I  asked  Mr.  Jones 
if  I  could  have  half  pay  for  my  wife,  when  he  said  I  could,  and  that 
he  would  arrange  that  when  he  arrived  home.  Mr.  Mattman,  who 
is  a  naval  reserve  man,  also  joined  the  Japan  as  boatswain.  After  we 
had  signed  articles  I  was  ordered  to  paint  over  the  name  of  Japan, 
and  the  vessel  was  then  called  the  Georgia.  Mr.  Jones  returned 
in  the  small  steamer,  and  -we  then  commenced  our  cruise,  during 
which  we  captured  and  destroyed  several  United  States  vessels 
and  ransomed  several  others.  We  returned  to  Cherbourg,  in  France, 
for  repairs,  and  about  the  6th  or  7th  of  December  last  I  got  leave 
of  absence  for  eight  days,  and  was  paid  £1  5s.  Before  leaving,  I 
asked  the  purser  to  whom  I  was  to  apply  in  Liverpool  for  money  to  pay 
my  passage  back  to  Havre,  when  he  directed  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office.  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  for  the  money,  and  that  he  would  write 
Mr.  Jones  to  that  effect.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  my  leave  of 
absence  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  where  I  saw  Mr.  Mattman,  the 
boatswain.  I  saw  one  of  the  clerks  in  Jones's  office,  who  told  me  that 
they  had  received  a  letter  for  my  passage  money  to  be  paid  to  Havre, 
and  that  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hyatt  were  both  from  home,  and  that  I 
must  call  again  in  a  day  or  two.  I  called  several  times  without  being 
able  to  see  either  Mr.  Jones  or  Mr.  Hyatt  until  Saturday,  the  27th  of 
December  last,  when  I  called  and  saw  both  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hyatt. 
Mr.  Hyatt  asked  me  what  I  wanted.  I  told  him  that  I  had  come  to  join 
the  ship.  He 'said,  "What  ship?"  I  told  him  the  confederate  steamer 
Georgia,  now  lying  at  Cherbourg.  He  then  asked  me  what  was  my 
name,  and  upon  my  telling'him,.he  said  they  had  a  letter  directing  them 
to  pay  my  fare  round  to  Havre,  and  he  read  the  letter  over  to  me ;  in 
substance,  the  purport  of  the  letter  was  that  they  should .  pay  my  fare 
rotmd  to  Cherbourg,  but  were  not  to  give  me  any  money.  While  the 
letter  was  being  read  over  to  me,  Eobert  Broadway,  one  of  the  Georgia's 
crew,  was  in  their  office  along  with  Mr.  Thomson,  of  Pitt  street,  Liver- 
pool, publican  and  boarding-house  keeper.  Mr.  Jones  then  told  me  that 
he  was  supposed  to  know  nothing  about  either  me  or  the  ship,  so  that  I 
knew  how  to  act;  and  that  there  were*people  in  the  town  ready  to  pick 
,up  any  information  about  us.  Mr.  Hyatt  then  told  me  to  be  at  the 
Havre  steamer  on  the  following  Monday  morning  at  11  o'clock,  and  that 
either  he  himself  or  some  one  else  would  be  there  to  pay  my  fare  and  see 
me  off.  I  went  to  the  Havre  steamer  as  directed,  on  the  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  there  saw  Mr.  Mattman,  the  boatswain,  I  had  a  friend  with 
me  who  had  come  to  see  me  off,  when  Mr.  Mattman  called  me  aside  and 
asked  me  if  he  was  not  a  detective,  I  told  him  that  he  was  not ;  when 
he  said,  "All  right,  I  must  take  care  what  I  am  doing."  I  then  asked 
Mr.  Mattman  whether  he  was  going  to  pay  my  passage  round  to  Cher- 
bourg, when  he  said,  "Yes,  I  am  going  round  to  the  ship  myself."    I 
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then  went  on  board  the  steamer  with  him,  and  he  arranged  about  my 
passage  money,  and  we  left  Liverpool  the  same  day  for  Havre.  When 
I  got  on  board  I  saw  Eobert  Broadway  and  about  nineteen  or  twenty 
other  men.  All  these  men  were  in  Mr.  Mattman's  charge,  but  part  of 
them  were  brought  down  by  Mr.  Edward  Campbell,  of  Eegent  street, 
boarding-house  keeper.  Mr.  Mattman  paid  their  fares  to  Havre.  Mr. 
Mattman  told  me  that  part  of  these  men  were  for  the  confederate  steamer 
Florida,  and  part  for  the  Georgia.  We  arrived  at  Havre  on  the  31st  of 
December,  where  I  left  the  party,  but  the  rest  proceeded  to  the  Albion 
Hotel  there,  and  staid  the  night,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  instant, 
started  for  Cherbourg.  I  left  Havre  on  the  4th  of  January  and  arrived 
in  Liverpool  on  the  7th.  During  my  last  visit  to  Jones's  office,  whUe 
Broadway  and  Thomson  were  there,  Thomson  said  to  Mr.  Hyatt,  this 
man  (meaning  Broadway)  owes  me  £1 12s.  for  two  weeks'  board.  Hyatt 
asked  if  this  was  right,  when  Broadway  said,  "Yes."  Hyatt  then 
said  to  one  of  the  clerks  at  the  desk,  "  Pay  this  man  £1 12s.  and  take  a 
receipt."  He  then  said,  "No,  we  will  not  pay  it  him  now;  make  out  a 
bill  and  bring  it  on  Monday,  after  the  man  has  gone,  and  we  will  then 
pay  it."  My  wife  has  called  regularly  every  month,  while  I  was  serving 
on  the  Georgia,  at  Jones's  office  and  received  my  half  pay  there;  and 
she  received  the  last  payment  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  £2  10s., 
while  I  was  at  home.  Two  of  the  men  who  went  round  with  us  to  Havre, 
named  George  King  and  Thomas  Smith,  were  naval  reserve  men,  belong- 
ing to  the  Eagle,  now  lying  at  Liverpool.  On  the  4th  or  5th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  while  we  were  lying  at  Cherbourg,  I  asked  Captain  Maury  for 
some  money,  when  he  said  he  would  write  to  the  agents  in  Liverpool  to 
pay  my  wife  £10.  And  I  wrote  to  my  wife  to  call  at  Jones's  office  for 
it,  which  she  did,  and  Mr.  Hyatt  paid  her  tlje  money. 

THOMAS  MATTHEWS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  9th  of  January,  1864,  before 

JOHN  BUSHELL, 
A  Commissioner,  &c. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  13,  .1864. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  11th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  respecting  the  alleged  engagement 
of  seamen  at  Liverpool  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding 
your  letter  to  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.,'&c., 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Fbajstcis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfee.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 


No.  215.]  TJnited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  my  hurry  to  get  off  my  dispatch  No.  212  by  the  steamer  on  Sat- 
urday last,  I  made  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  the  defendant  that  was  bound 


THE   GEORGIA.  701 

over  to  appear  at  the  assizes  in  the  case  against  Jones  &  Co.  for  enlist- 
ing men  for ,  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia.  It  was  Eobert  Hi  ghat, 
and  not  John  Jones,  that  was  held  to  bail.  The  latter,  it  is  said,  has  left 
Liverpool.  A  warrant  is  out  for  his  arrest,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
has  not  been  executed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary' of  State.  * 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr\  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  219. 1  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  27, 1864. 
Sir:  *#**** 

John  Jones,  and  his  clerk  Wilding,  of  the  house  of  Jones  &  Co.,  two 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  the'  fitting  out  and  enlisting  men  for  the 
steamer  Georgia,  and  against  whom  warrants  were  taken  out  on  Satur- 
day last,  gave  themselves  up  to  the  authorities,  and  are  to  have  a  hear- 
ing to-day  before  the  same  magistrate  that  bound  over  the  other  defend- 
ant. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  274.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  May  4,  1864. 
Sir:  ****** 

The  pirate  steamer  Georgia  arrived  at  this  port  early  last  Monday 
morning,  anchored  in  the  river  opposite  the  town,  and  in  the  evening 
went  into  the  docks  at  Birkenhead.  I  scarcely  need  remind  you  that 
this  is  the  same  vessel  that  was  fitted  out  on  the  Clyde  by  the  English 
house  of  Jones  &  Co.,  Chapel  street,  in  Liverpool,  one  of  the  members  of 
which,  Thomas  Bold,  owned  her  at  the  time  she  sailed,  and  continued 
as  her  owner  ijp  to  the  23d  of  June  last,  during  which  time  she  was  cap- 
turing and  burning  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  She  sailed  from  the  Clyde  under  the  British  flag.  Most  of  her 
crew  were  shipped  in  Liverpool;  and  since  her  cruise  commenced,  the 
families  of  the  men  have  been  paid  monthly  by  this  firm  of  Jones  &  Co., 
at  their  office  in  Liverpool,  the  half  part  of  the  wages  earned  by  the  men 
serving  on  board  the  vessel.  The  report  that  is  generally  believed  is, 
that  she  has  proved  herself  unfitted  for  the  business,  and  has  come  here 
to  discharge  her  crew  and  be  sold.    The  officers  are  to  be  entertained 
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by  the  mercliants  belonging  to  the  "Southern  Club"  tjiis  evening,    In- 
closure  'No.  2  contains  slips  cut  from  newspapers  of  yesterday,  and  three 
slips  cut  from  the  papers  of  this  morning,  referring  to  this  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr-.  Seward. 

No.  679.]  Leg-ation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  5,  1864. 

SiK :  The  steamer  Japan,  latterly  known  as  the  Georgia,  made  her 
appearance  in  the  Mersey  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant.  You  will 
probably  receive  such  full  advices  of  her  proceedings  since  that  time, 
from  our  vigilant  consul  at  Liverpool,  that  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  detail  them.  Thus  far  I  have  not  seen  my  way  to  make  it  the  basis 
of  any  representation  or  remonstrance  with  the  government.  Since  Lord 
Eussell  virtually  assumed  the  position  that  a  fraud  on  neutrality,  if  suc- 
cessfully completed,  is  at  once  entitled  to'  recognition  as  a  legitimate 
transaction,  I  am  not  much  disposed  to  waste  any  more  discussion  on  it. 
The  probabilities  are  that  this  vessel  did  not  venture  to  come  here  with- 
out haA'ing  strong  reason  to  presume  that  she  would  not  meet  with  any 
repulse.  I  have  no  doubt  that  her  whole  outfit  and  expedition  have 
proved  an  expensive  failure.  An  endeavor  will  be  made  to  convert  the 
sums  absorbed  in  her  to  some  more  effective  object.  Possibly  the  Alex- 
andra may  take  her  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr  Seioard. 

No.  687.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  13,  1864. 

Sir:  The  reports  made  from  Liverpool  of  the  movements  connected 
with  the  steamer  Georgia  have  been  of  so  singular  a  character,  and  the 
government  here  had  suffered  them  to  go  on  Avith  an  appearance  of  such 
utter  indifference,  that  on  Monday  last  I  made  up  my  mind  to  address  a 
note  to  Lord  Eussell,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  Yester- 
day I  received  from  his  lordship  the  usual  form  of  acknowledgment,  a 
copy  of  which  is  also  sent. 

Mr.  Thomas  Baring  last  week  gave  notice  in  the  House  of  Commons 
of  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  this  vessel,  which  is  fixed  to  come  up  this 
evening.  It  is  possible  that  it  may  lead  to  a  debate  of  some  interest.  I 
find  more  hope  is  entertained  in  some  quarters  of  an  effect  from  it,  than 
1,  from  my  point  of  observation,  see  any  reason  to  indulge.  The  fact  is, 
nevertheless,  undeniable,  that  whilst  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  on 
the  continent  shall  continue,  the  mercantile  interests  will  entertain  some 
scruples  of  distrust  of  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  that  has  been  pursued 
toward  us  on  the  ocean. 
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Should  any  important  discussion  ensue,  I  shall  transmit  a  report  of  it 
by  the  steamer  via  Queenstown,  in  the  usual  course  of  the  mail. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Uarl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  May  9,  1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  Information  has  been  received  at  this  legation  of  the  arri- 
val at  Liverpool,  in  the  night  of  1st  of  May,  of  the  steamer  formerly 
known  as  the  Japan.  This  is  the  same  vessel  which,  whilst  registered 
and  held  in  the  name  of  Thomas  Bold,  a  British  subject,  residing  at  Liv- 
erpool, was  armed  and  equipped  from  this  kingdom,  and  proceeded  to 
depredate  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  by  burning  and 
destroying  several  merchant  ships.  I  had  the  honor  to  call  your  lord- 
ship's attention  to  this  subject  in  my  note  of  the  7th  July,  1863. 

It  now  appears  that  this  vessel,  having  assumed  the  name  of  the 
Georgia  and  the  character  of  an  armed  ship  of  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States,  has-  returned  to  Great  Britain,  at  Liverpool.  In  what 
character  she  has  been  received  I  have  not  yet  been  informed.  I  learn 
that  she  is  about  to  remain  for  an  indefinite  period,  the  men  having  been 
discharged.  I  scarcely  need  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  that  it  has 
become  a  matter  of  interest  to  my  government  to  learn  whether  this  ves- 
sel assumes  the  right  to  remain  in  virtue  of  her  former  charactei?,  or,  if 
received  in  her  later  one,  why  she  is  permitted  to  overstay  the  period  of 
time  specified  by  the  terms  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation.  As  she 
appears  to  have  come  directly  from  a  port  on  the  coast  of  Prance,  this 
apparent  intention  to  lay  up  would  seem  to  be  the  more  extraordinary. 

I  cannot  but  infer,  from  the  course  previously  adopted  towards  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  that  any  such  proceeding,  if  taken 
by  one  of  them,  would  have  been  attended  with  an  early  request  from 
your  lordship  to  myself  for  an  explanation.  As  some  time  has  now 
elapsed  since  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  without  the  appearance  of  the 
smallest  interruption  of  her  operations,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  in  advance 
of  the  possibility  of  receiving  instructions  from  my  government,  not  to 
omit  to  make  this  representation  on  its  behalf. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Etjssell,  &c.,  &o.,  &o. 


Ha/rl  Bmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  May  10, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Georgia 
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at  Liverpool,  and  to  state  to  you  that  this  matter  shall  be  duly  consid- 
ered by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  282.]  United  States  Consxtlate, 

Liverpool,  May  18, 1864. 
Sir:  *#»#** 

The  Georgia  has  discharged  all  her  stores.  I  understand  they  are  to 
be  sold  at  auction.  Mr.  Wilding,  the  first  clerk  of  Jones  &  Co.,  super- 
intended the  discharge.  She  now  has  but  two  officers  and  four  men  on 
board,  and  is  still  lying  in  the  dock  at  Birkenhead. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLDY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  694.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  sent  you  last  week,  by  the  ordinary  post,  a  copy  of  the  Lon- 
don Times,  containing  a  report  of  the  debate  which  took  place  in  the 
Commons  on  Friday,  the  13th  instant,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Baring. 

Had  the  government  felt  itself  competent  to  the  assumption  of  any 
positive  policy,  here  would  have  been  an  excellent  opportunity.  The 
general  effect  of  the  discussion,  as  well  as  the  gradual  progress  of  opin- 
ion of  the  commercial  classes,  had  paved  the  way  for  the  support  of  any 
measure  of  repression  of  the  proceedings  of  the  rebel  agents  and  their 
sympathizers  which  might  have  been  proposed.  The  ministry  shrunk 
back  from  the  occasion,  partly  from  its  innate  dread  of  anything  posi- 
tive, and  partly  from  a  sense  of  a  necessity  not  to  shake  the  feeble  base 
of  resistance  it  has  laid  against  our  claims  of  indemnity  for  the  conse- 
quence of  its  past  errors.  The  attorney  general,  in  his  singularly  pro- 
fessional speech,  was  candid  enough  tO'  admit  that  the  specter  of  the 
Alabama  stood  in  the  way  of  doing  what  might,  at  the  present  moment, 

be  just  in  itself  as  well  as  effective  in  the  prevention  of  fature  abuses. 

*  #  *  *  #  #         . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAJSrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  debate  commented  on  see  Parliamentary  and  Judi- 
cial Appendix,  No.  21.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  697.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  20, 1864. 
^  Sir  :  By  intelligence  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  as  well  as  from  the 
public  newspapers,  I  learn  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  advertised  for 
sale  at  Liverpool. 

Meanwhile  the  British  subjects  enlisted  as  seamen  are  permitted  to 
remain  with  their  families  at  that  place  with  impunity.  It  is  only  the 
poor  Irishmen  taken  into  the  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown  who  have  been 
passed  through  the  formality  of  a  conviction  in  the  couits  for  an  offense 
against  neutralitj'. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  PEAKOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAK  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

"So.  958.]  Department  oe  State, 

Washington,  May  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  5th  May,  No.  679,  states  that  the  pirate 
steamer  Japan,  now  known  as  the  Georgia,  has  returned  into  British 
waters,  but  that  you  have  not  yet  seen  your  way  clear  to  remonstrate 
with  her  Majesty's  government  against  her  receiving  British  protection. 
It  is  not  intended  or  desired  to  overrule  your  well-considered  judgment 
in  the  case.  But  whfen  we  remember  that  she  was  built,  equipped, 
armed,  and  manned  by  British  subjects,  in  a  British  port,  in  violation  of 
British  laws,  to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and  that  she  es- 
caped the  vigilance  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  seems  to  us  quite 
clear  that  she  ought  to  be  detained  and  prevented  from  resuming  her 
piratical  occupation.  In  any  case,  I  trust  that,  unless  you  have  some 
good  reason  for  forbearance,  not  now  known  here,  you  will  at  least  not 
leave  her  Majesty's  government  free  to  suppose  that  we  acquiesce  in  re- 
garding her  as  a  lawful  belligerent  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dbc.,  <&o.,  &o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  966.]  Department  op  State^ 

Washington,  May  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  May  13,  No.  687.    The  Presi- 
dent is  especially  gratified  by  the  information  that,  without  having  yet 
received  my  late  instructions  concerning  the  Georgia,  you  have  ad- 
dressed a  well-considered  remonstrance  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  do  not  know  that  you  can  dp  anything  new  to  prevent  such  expedi- 
45  A  c— vol,  ii 
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tions,  but  it  may  not  be  unwise  to  impress  upon  Earl  Eussell's  mind 
that  the  United  States  are  not  less  earnest  on  this  subject  now  than  they 
were  last  year,  when  we  remonstrated  so  strongly  against  the  outcoming 
of  the  vessels  which  have  since  that  time  been  detained  at  Laird's  ship- 
yards. 

I  see,  but  no  longer  with  surprise  or  with  profound  concern,  that  the 
British  press  and  some  British  statesmen  have  once  more  fallen  into  the 
habit  of  assuming  that  our  war  for  the  Union  has  failed,  and  that  an 
inglorious  end  of  it  is  at  hand.  I  confess  that  we  are  looking  for  very 
different  results  of  the  cami^aign.  But  whatever  the  etents  of  that 
campaign  may  be,  there  has  never  been  less  reason  than  there  is  now  to 
suppose  that  the  United  States  will  fail  either  to  maintain  their  integrity 
against  insurgents  or  to  defend  themselves  against  foreign  enemies. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  707.J  LEaATiON  OE  the  United  States, 

London^  June  2,  1864, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  of  mine  ad- 
dressed to  Lord  Eussell,  dated  *  *  *  [and  the]  28th  of  May,  and  cov- 
ering a  number  of  depositions  relating  to  enlistments  for  the  rebel  ves- 
sels. His  lordship  has  as  yet  sent  me  an  acknowledgment  of  the  earlier 
one  only. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  JEarl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  28,  1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  another  deposi- 
tion in  addition  to  those  heretofore  submitted  to  your  consideration,  and 
corroborating  the  statements  made  in  them.  Were  it  necessary  to  fur- 
nish more  proof  of  the  same  kind,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  consid- 
erable number  of  others  could  be  procured.  I  have  not  been  disposed 
to  burden  your  lordship  with  more  proof  than  is  necessary  to  establish 
the  facts  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  doubt  not  that  it  must  be  obvious  to  your  lordship  that  if  this  sys- 
tem of  practical  warfare  be  suffered  to  go  on  with  perfect  impunity  to 
all  those  concernedin  it  within  this  kingdom,  it  wiU  be  utterly  impossible  for 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  endeavor  to  place  restrictions 
upon  similar  practices  in  America,  should  any  future  contingency  arise 
in  which  her  Majesty's  government  would  deem  it  advisable  to  r^new 
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tlie  representations  once  niade,  on  the  21st  April,  in  the  year  1854,  which 
were  at  that  time  met  in  the  most  friendly  spirit.  In  order  to  secure  the 
performance  of  obligations  between  nations,  the  first  point  would  appeat 
to  be  to  establish  an  impression  of  moral  certainty  that  they  are  mutu- 
ally reciprocal.  I  regret  to  feel  myself  compelled  to  admit  the  fact  to 
your  lordship  that,  in  view  of  all  the  testimony  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  submit,  that  impression  on  the  side  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  has  been  seriously  impaired. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c. 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Etjssell,  (6c.,  (fee,  <&o. 

[See  preceding  note,  printed  under  the  subdivision  "  Eappahannock, " 
post.] 

Deposition  of  Patrielc  SJianly. 

I,  Patrick  Shanly,  of  13  Carlton  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

About  the  24th  of  December  last,  a  friend  of  mine  met  me  in  the  street 
and  informed  me  that  there  was  a  good  chance  for  me  to  join  the  steamer 
Georgia;  that  she  was  a  pirate,  and  I  would  be  paid  viery  good  wages. 
He  then  asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Campbell's,  boarding-house 
keeper,  Eegent  street,  Liverpool.  I  went  with  him  to  Campbell's  house, 
and  Campbell  told  me  that  he  had  a  good  job  for  me  to  go  to  5 
that  I  should  have  £7  a  month  and  £10  bounty,  and  one  month's  pay 
in  advance  when  I  joined  the  ship ;  that  he  did  not  know  then  which  of 
the  steamers  I  would  be  required  to  join,  but  he  thought  it  was  the 
Florida.  He  gave  me  instructions  to  endeavor  to  engage  other  hands ; 
that  I  was  to  offer  them  £5  a  month  and  £10  bounty.  I  called  upon 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Edward  Smyles,  Thomas  Asham,  John  Adamson,  and 
several  others,  and  informed  them  of  Mr.  Campbell's  offer,  when  they 
all  agTced  to  go  with  me,  and  I  took  them  down  to  Campbell's  house. 
Campbell  engaged  the  whole  of  these  men  upon  the  same  terms  as  my- 
self except  as  to  wages,  he  only  agreeing  to  get  them  £6  a  month.  He 
gave  us  instructions  to  meet  him  under  the  arches  at  the  custom-house 
on  the  27th,  and  we  all  attended  there ;  but  Campbell  did  not  keep  his 
aiipoiutment  with  us,  and  I  called  upon  him  to  know  the  reason,  when 
he  directed  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  his  house  and  hold  myself 
in  readiness  to  start  at  a  minute's  notice.  I  brought  my  clothes  down 
to  Campbell's  house  the  same  night,  and  bought  some  clothes  from  him, 
and  he  then  told  me  that  we  should  have  to  start  the  next  day,  and 
told  me  to  meet  him  and  the  other  men  at  Anderson's  public  house.  I 
called  at  his  house  the  next  day  and  saw  Mrs.  Campbell,  who  produced 
a  paper  containing  the  names  of  the  men  who  had  agreed  to  join,  and 
an  accotint  showing  that  I  was  indebted  to  Campbell  in  £3  10s.  6d. ;  £2 
6d.  for  the  clothes  I  had  boixght  and  £1 10s.  which  I  had  to  pay  Camp- 
bell for  getting  me  the  job.  I  went  from  Campbell's  house  to  Ander- 
son's public  house,  where  I  saw  all  the  other  men  and  Campbell,  who 
paid  for  drinks  for  us,  and  afterwards  took  us  down  to  the  Havre  boat, 
lying  in  the  Wellington  dock,  and  he  paid  our  fare  to  Havre,  he  coming 
with  us.  We  arrived  on  the  31st  December,  and  were  taken  by  Camp- 
bell on  board  another  steamer,  and  afterwards  to  a  railway  station,  and 
Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Cherbourg,  where  we  arrived  the  same  night. 
Campbell  took  us  to  a  hotel  there,  and  we  staid  the  whole  of  that 
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night  and  part  of  the  next  day.  On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  Camp- 
bell took  us  in  a  boat  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia,  which 
was  lying  off.  They  gave  each  of  us  a  blanket,  and  we  slept  on  board 
of  her  all  night.  We  remained  on  board  the  Georgia  about  four  or  five 
weeks  before  we  were  called  upon  to  sign  articles,  when  we  were  called 
aft  and  the  articles  were  read  over  to  us  to  the  effect  that  we  were  going 
to  burn  and  destroy  vessels  of  the  United  States.  Myself,  Lloyd,  Smyles, 
Asham  and  Anderson  signed  articles,  and  Captain  Maury  asked  ns  if 
Campbell's  accounts  were  correct,  when  we  told  him  they  were,  and  we 
received  our  bounty  moneyless  the  amount  payable  to  Campbell.  Five 
of  the  men  engaged  were  not  required,  and  they  left  the  ship.  We  left 
Cherbourg  about  the  first  week  in  February,  and  proceeded  to  the  island 
of  Barbara,  where  we  lay  about  three  weeks.  From  there  we  went  to 
Bordeaux,  and  from  there  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  2d 
May  instant,  and  we  steamed  into  the  Birkenhead  great  float  on  the 
Cheshire  side  ©f  the  Mersey.  After  we  had  made  the  ship  fast,  the  cap- 
tain told  us  to  come  down  to  the  ship  in  a  day  or  two,  when  we  would 
be  paid  off'.  I  was  paid  off  about  the  5th  or  6th.  The  first  lieutenant 
asked  me  to  stand  by  the  ship  and  assist  to  keep  the  engines  in  order, 
which  I  did  not  do,  being  tired  of  the  service.  I  called  at  Campbell's 
house  on  the  13th  May,  when  he  engaged  me  to  join  another  steamer, 
and  he  gave  me  directions  to  look  after  some  other  men  to  join  the  same 
boat,  which  he  said  was  going  out  for  the  same  purpose.  I  called  upon 
John  Fleming  and  told  him  to  go  to  Campbell's  house  and  he  would  be 
most  likely  to  get  a  job.  I  told  Fleming  to  try  and  get  other  men,  and 
he  told  Maurice  Breen  and  Barnard  Cassidy,  and  they  were  engaged  by 
'  Campbell.  1  took  my  bag  down  to  Campbell's  house  on  the  Sunday 
arranged  for  our  leaving,  the  15th  instant,  but  I  afterwards  changed 
my  mind  and  declined  going  again. 

P.  SHASTLY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  25th  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

HENEY  C.  DUMALL, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

[Extract.] 

:No.  978.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  3, 1864. 
Sie:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  interesting  dis- 
patch of  the  19th  of  May,  No.  694.  It  is  to  be  very  sincerely  regretted 
that  the  ministry  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  offered  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Baring  to  set  itself  upright  on  the  appeal  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  neutrality  in  regard  to  naval  expeditions  from  British  ports. 
Should  our  campaign  prove  fortunate,  the  ministry,  if  it  survive  the 
present  crisis,  will  probably  regret  their  shortcoming  even  more  pro- 
foundly than  we  do.  The  speech  of  the  attorney  general  was  very  un- 
satisfactory to  the  people  of  this  country.  I  doubt  whether  it  will,  in 
the  end,  be  any  more  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 
#***♦#»#* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c,,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  979.]  Depahtment  of  State, 

Washington,  June  3, 1864. 
Sir  :  Tour  dispatcli  of  the  20tli  of  May,  No.  697,  has  been  received. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  let  Earl  Eussel]  understand  that  we  are  unable  to 
comprehend  the  reason  why  the  crew  of  the  G  eorgia  are  left  unmolested, 
while  the  Irishmen  who  secreted  themselves  on  board  the  Kearsarge, 
seeking  to  enlist  in  our  service,  have  been  prosecuted  and  convicted  1 
It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  Georgia  will  cease  her  depredations, 
from  inability  to  continue  them.  The  Magara  sailed  yesterday.  As- 
surances received  from  France  that  American  piratical  ships  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  go  to  sea  in  that  character  relieve  us  from  the  necessity  of 
sending,  at  present,  any  other  naval  force  into  European  waters. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chaeles  Feancis  ADA3IS,  Esq.,  &o.,  (&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  292.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  3, 1864. 
gjjj  .*  *  #  #  ***  * 

I  learned  yesterday  that  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia  had  been  sold. 
This  morning  a  notice  of  the  sale  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
Inclosure  No.  1  is  the  slip  containing  the  notice  cut  from  that  paper. 
I  have  to-day  made  inquiry,  and  find  the  report  true.  Edward  Bates,  a 
shipping  merchant  of  Liverpool,  a  strong  rebel  sympathizer,  and  one 
who,  if  reports  be  true,  has  contributed  in  more  than  one  instance  to  aid 
and  assist  the  insurgents  in  their  efforts  to  destroy  our  government,  has 
become  the  purchaser.  The  armanent  is  reserved,  no  doubt,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  used  on  some  other  piratical  craft.  It  is  said  she  is 
to  go  into  the  China  trade,  and  resume  the  British  flag.  This  is  all  I 
have  been  able  to  learn. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon,  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  712.]  Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  June  10,  1864. 

SiE:  In  regard  to  the  observations  contained  in  your  dispatch  No. 

968,  upon  the  substance  of  my  No.  679,  relating  to  the  steamer  Japan, 

alias  the  Georgia,  I  need  only  remark  that  the  next  steamer  must  have 

brought  to  you,  with  my  dispatch  No.  687,  a  copy  of  the  note  I  addressed 
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to  Lord  Eussell  on  that  subject.    I  trust  it  may  have  answered  the  pur- 
pose you  desired  to  see  accomplished. 

Since  that  time  a  sale  of  the  Georgia  is  reported  to  have  been  effected 
in  Liverpool.  I  thought  the  occasion  a  suitable  one  to  enter  a  protest 
against  the  validity  of  the  transfer.  A  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Eus- 
s'ell,  of  the  7th  instant,  on  that  subject  is  herewith  transmitted,  together 
with  one  of  his  rejjly. 

His  lordship  is  evidently  so  much  absorbed  in  the  vortex  of  the  con- 
ference that  he  has  little  inclination  to  enter  into  other  questions  just 
now.  To  him  the  sale  of  that  vessel  was  undoubtedly  a  great  relief.  It 
kept  before  him.  the  worst  question  of  them  all. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAJS^CIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Setvard, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  JSarl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  7, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Liverpool,  information  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  a  transfer,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  sale,  has  been  made  of  the  steamer  heretofore  known  as 
the  Japan,  alias  the  Georgia,  by  the  insurgents  or  their  agents  at  that 
port. 

In  such  a  contingency,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  take 
the  liberty  to  renew,  in  this  case,  the  observations  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  submit  in  my  note  of  the  14th  of  March  of  last  year,  on  the  case  of  the 
steamer  Sumter,  alias  the  Gibraltar.  On  behalf  of  my  government,  I 
feel  it  my  duty,  in  consonance  with  the  practice  heretofore  adopted  by 
Great  Britain,  to  decline  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  sale  of  this 
armed  vessel,  heretofore  engaged  in  carrying  on  war  against  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  in  a  neutral  port,  and  to  claim  the  right  of  seizing 
it  wherever  it  may  be  found  on  the  high  seas. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  <fcc.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  BusSell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Georgia  at  Liverpool. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Frajntcis  Adams,  Esq.,  die.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  715.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  10, 1864, 
SiE:  In  connection  with  my  IN"o.  707,  of  the  2cl  instant,  I  now  trans- 
mit copies  of  two  notes  received  from  Lord  Eussell  in  reply  to  two  of 
mine,  copies  of  which  were  forwarded  with  that  dispatch. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAJifCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Marl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  June  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  deposition  made  by  Patrick  Shanly 
respecting  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects  at  Liverpool  for  the  service 
of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you 
that  the  same  shall  be  considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL, 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  &€.,  &c. 

[For  other  note  see  subdivision  "Eappahahnock,"  jjost] 


3Ir.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

JTo.  1007.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  June  27, 1864. 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  10th  of  June,  l^o.  712,  is  received,  together 
with  a  copy  of  your  protest  addressed  to  Earl  Eussell,  against  the 
validity  of  the  sale  of  the  pirate  ship  Georgia.  The  proceeding  is 
approved,  and  notice  thereof  has  been  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Frajstgis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  320.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  23,  1864. 
gj-jj .  *  *  *  *  #  *      ,       # 

The  Georgia  has  left  the  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  has  had  her 
bottom  cleaned,  and  her  engines  overhauled,  and  gone  into  the  Queen's 
dock  at  Liverpool,  a  dock  very  seldom  used  by  steamers. 
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You  have  already  been  advised  that  she  was  sold  to  Mr.  Edward 
Bates,  and  registered  in  his  name  as  a  British  vessel.  Ton  have  also 
been  informed  who  and  what  sort  of  man  Mr.  Bates  is. 

His  being  the  purchaser  was  in  itself  suspicious,  but  he  has  a  consid- 
erable trade  with  China,  and  it  was  said  he  was  going  to  send  her  there. 

Within  the  last  few  days  circumstances  have  transpired  to  create  dis- 
trust. On  the  13th  July,  and  subsequently,  an  advertisement,  of  which 
a  copy  was  sent  to  you,  appeared  in  the  Liverpool  Courier,  intimating 
that  communications  respecting  claims  for  pay  due  to  deceased  seamen 
of  the  Alabama  were  to  be  addressed  to  a  Mr.  E.  W.  Curtis.  This  Cur- 
tis, as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  a  confederate  agent,  and  I  find  that  he  is  in 
commauication  with  Mr.  Bates.  Persons  from  Jones  &  Co.  (of  which 
Thomas  Bold,  the  former  owner  of  the  Georgia,  is  a  member)  have  been 
seen  on  board  as  if  in  authority,  and  the  foreman  of  the  gracing  dock, 
where  she  was  overhauled,  has  been  heard  to  say  that  she  would  go  out 
on  her  old  business. 

Certainly  nothing  has  yet  occurred  in  the  way  of  alteration,  strength- 
ening, or  the  like,  to  furnish  a  motive  for  going  through  the  form  of  sale, 
&c.,  and  it  may  be  all  right,  but  the  circumstances  mentioned  are  sus- 
picious, and  I  think  we  must  not  be  too  sure. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  324.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  3, 1864:. 
gjjj .         #  *  #  *  *  * 

On  Saturday,  the  30th,  the  Georgia  was  entered  at  the  custom-house 
to  load  for  Lisbon  and  Africa,  W.  C,  by  E.  Bates.  I  never  heard 
before  of  Mr.  Bates  having  any  trade  with  Africa,  and  don't  believe 
she  is  going  there,  but  on  her  old  business;  of  that,  however,  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  procure  any  very  good  evidence. 

Such  as  I  have  I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  my  suspi- 
cions about  her.  I  shall  keep  a  close  watch  on  her,  and  report  her 
movements  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  Vice- Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  758.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  4, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Wilding, 
the  vice-consul  at  Liverpool,  as  to  the  outfit  of  the  Georgia,  I  felt  it  my 
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daty  on  the  27th  of  July  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  sub- 
ject.   A  copy  of  that  note,  as  well  as  of  the  inclosure,  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted.   Also  Lord  Rassell's  acknowledgtrfietit  of  the  28th. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Busselt. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  27,  1864. 

My  Loed  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  just  received  by  me  from  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Liverpool. 

It  would  seem,  if  the  statements  therein  have  any  foundation  in  truth, 
that  farther  attempts  are  in  contemplation,  under  the  shelter  of  the 
names  of  British  subjects,  to  carry  on  from  British  ports  war  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  regretting  the  continued  manifestation  of  this  inimical  temper, 
I  feel  it  again  my  duty  to  caU  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  abuse  thus 
made  by  the  insurgents  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  harbors  by 
sham  transfers  of  their  war  vessels  to  British  subjects,  the  better  to 
cover  their  hostile  operations. 

I  pray  permission  to  observe  that  the  complaint  thus  made  is  not 
against  the  vessel,  for  I  have  already  been  compelled  to  apprise  your 
lordship  of  the  fact  that  my  government  declines  to  recognize  her  as 
possessing  any  other  character  than  that  which  she  had  assumed,  and 
in  which  she  was  received  when  she  came  into  Liverpool.  The  material 
point  to  which  I  beg  your  lordship's  attention  is  the  intervention  of  one 
or  more  British,  subjects  in  the  war  by  taking  all  the  necessary  measures 
in  British  ports  to  send  out  in  their  name  this  vessel  in  a  shape  fitted 
for  further  hostile  operations. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c.,  «&c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Eakl  Russell,  cfcc,  <S;c.,  &c.. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  26,  1864. 

SiK :  In  accordance  with  an  order  left  by  Mr.  Dudley,  I  beg  to  trans- 
mit a  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  the  Georgia,  the  certificate  dated 
yesterday. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you  my  fear  that  the  recorded  sale  of 
this  vessel  is  all  a  sham,  and  that  there  is  no  intention  of  converting  her 
into  a  merchant  vessel. 

She  has  left  the  graving  dock  at  J3irkenhead,  where  she  has  had  her 
bottom  cleaned  and  painted,  some  trifling  repairs  made,  and  her  engines 
overhauled,  and  is  now  in  the  Queen's  dock  at  Liverpool. 

Nothing  has  been  done  to  her  to  change  her  character  beyond  unship- 
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ping  her  guns,  and  taking  up  the  tracks  or  rails  on  which  they  worked 
on  deck ;  but  the  guns  are  in  a  warehouse  at  Birkenhead,  easily  attain- 
able, and  the  rails  still  on  board  the  ship. 

She  has  also  attached  to  her  three  of  the  men  (non-commissioned  offl- 
cers,  an  engineer,  quartermaster,  and  another)  who  were  in  her  before, 
and  one  (the  boatswain,  I  believe)  from  the  Alabama.  They  are  also 
going  to  fit  up  the  nettings  for  the  hammocks  as  they  were  before. 

The  chief  foreman  of  the  yard  or  graving  dock,  where  she  was  repaired, 
stated  while  she  was  there  that  Mr.  Bates  was  going  to  send  her  out  on 
her  old  trade. 

I  know  also  that  Mr.  Curtis,  who  advertises  that  claims  for  wages  of 
deceased  seamen  of  the  Alabama  are  to  be  addressed  to  him,  and  is  a 
confederate  agent,  is  in  communication  with  Mr.  Bates. 

And  you  will  recollect  also  that  Mr.  Bates,  some  time  since,  in  contra- 
diction to  the  statements  of  the  ship-owners  of  Liverpool  in  their  memo- 
rial to  the  House  of  Commons,  published  a  letter  avowing  himself  a 
dissentient  from  the  memorial,  and,  by  inference,  in  favor  of  fitting  out 
vessels  for  belligerents. 

Of  the  facts  of  the  rails  being  on  board,  and  of  the  persons  mentioned 
as  being  attached  to  the  vessel,  I  can  send  you  the  deposition  of  the 
person  who  has  seen  them ;  I  can  also  send  you  the  deposition  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  foreman  of  the  graving  dock  made  the  statement 
referred  to,  if  you  think  they  will  be  of  any  use. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  ser^'^nt, 

H.  WILDING,  Vice-Consul. 

His  Excellency  Chaeles  Fkancis  Adams,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

roREiGN  Opfice,  July  28, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  its  inclosure,  respecting  the  vessel  Georgia,  and  I 
have  to  state  to  you  that  the  matter  will  not  fail  to  receive  the  immediate 
attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 


Chablbs  Feawcis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &g. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  325.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  6, 1864. 
gjjj .     #  *  *  *  #  *  * 

On  the  3d  I  transmitted  three  aifidavits  on  the  subject  of  the  Georgia 
to  Mr.  Adams,  copies  of  which  I  transmit,  inclosure  No.  2. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  I  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  Portuguese 
charter. 

Yery  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  Vice-Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Deposition  of  Charles  Thompson. 

1,  Charles  Thompson,  of  10  James  street,  Liverpool,  trade  protection- 
ist, make  oath  and  say : 

1.  That  on  the  14th  of  July  last,  I  was  at  Birkenhead  in  the  graving 
dock  looking  for  a  steamboat,  when  I  saw  a  steam  vessel  there,  and  I 
asked  a  man,  who  appeared  to  be  the  foreman  of  the  yard,  what  vessel 
it  was,  and  he  said  it  was  the  Georgia ;  I  asked  him  what  they  were 
going  to  do  with  her,  and  he  said  that  Bates  had  got  her  now  and  he 
was  going  to  fit  her  out  again  for  the  confederate  service. 

OHAELES  THOMPSOIS". 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  3d  day  of  August, 
1864,  before  me. 

HENET  C.  DUlSrOAI^r, 
A  Commissioner  fof  taking  Affidavits  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 
%  

Deposition  of  William,  Bawlinson. 

I,  WiUiam  Eawlinson,  of  No.  12  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool,  seaman, 
make  oath  and  say  : 

1.  That  on  the  2d  of  August  instant  I  went  on  board  the  Georgia, 
now  lying  in  the  Queen's  dock,  in  company  with  Frederick  Harcourt, 
and  I  saw  the  hammock  nettings  being  repaired.  I  went  below  into  the 
steerage,  and  saw  hammock  hooks  and  rails  there  sufficient  to  accom- 
modate about  one  hundred  men..  I  observed  the  hold ;  it  was  not  adapted 
for  commercial  purposes,  but  it  was  suitable  to  hold  provisions  for  a 
ship's  company  for  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  for  six  months ; 
it  is  not  suitable  for  a  cargo.  Adjoining  the  hold  I  observed  some  shot- 
lockers.  On  deck  I  observed  that  the  holesin  which  the  bolts  used  for 
the  traversing  tackle  are  placed  still  remained,  which  would  hardly  be 
the  case  if  the  bolts  were  not  intended  to  be  replaced.  I  noticed  that 
the  fore  magazine  stiU  remained  ready  for  immediate  service.  If  the  ship 
were  intended  for  trading  purposes,  the  magazine  would  have  been 
removed. 

2.  That  on  the  same  day  I  was  present  at  a  conversation,  which  took 
place  between  Harcourt  and  a  man  whom  I  believe  to  be  named  Miller. 
Miller  told  Harcourt  that  he  had  seen  on  board  and  recognized  the  per- 
son who  acted  as  captain  and  commanded  the  ship  when  she  sailed 
from  Greenock.  He  also  said  that  they  had  on  board,  as  the  present 
mate  of  the  ship,  the  mate  who  had  taken  the  ship  from  Greenock. 
Miller  said  he  supposed  the  ship  was  going  to  Lisbon,  and  then  to 
the  coast  of  Africa.  He  told  us  he  was  going  in  her.  I  said  to 
him,  "The  sailors  have  all  signed?"  He  replied,  "The  old  hands  "are 
not  required  to  sign,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  He  said  he  was  an  old 
hand.  To-day  I  went  on  board  and  saw  on  the  steerage  deck  a  gun  which 
I  judge  to  be  a  twenty-four-pounder.  It  appeared  to  me  much  too  big 
for  a  signal  gun.  I  have  been  eight  years  in  a  man-of-war,  and  I,  there- 
fore, am  able  to  speak  with  knowledge  as  to  the  above-mentioned  warlike 
appearances  on  board  the  Georgia. 

W.  EAWLIKSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  comity  of  Lancaster,  the  third  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  before  me. 

J.  PEAES01*r, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 
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Deposition  of  Frederick  JEar court. 


I,  Frederick  Harcourt,  of  No.  68  Porter  street,  Liverpool,  British  sub- 
ject, make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  That  in  the  month  of  May  last  I  was  in  Liverpool  in  search  of 
employment,  and  on  the  13th  of  that  month  I  became  acquainted  with 
a  man  named  Jackson,  who  was  a  quartermaster  belonging  to  the  Geor- 
gia, then  lying  at  Birkenhead.  After  mentioning  to  him  that  I  was  in 
search  of  a  vessel,  he  told  me  that  if  I  kept  myself  quiet  for  a  few  days 
he  would  put  me  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  berth.  He  then  gave  me  a 
note  to  a  man  named  Campbell,  residing  at  No.  28  Regent  street,  Liver- 
pool. I  went  to  Campbell.  After  he  read  the  note  he  told  me  that  he 
would  procure  me  a  shiiJ,  but  that  the  ship  was  not  in  the  Mersey,  but 
was  fitting  out  in  France  to  run  the  blockade.  This,  I  think,  was  on  the 
Friday.  On  the  following  day,  which  was  Saturday,  I  came  to  reside  at 
Campbell's  house.  When  there  I  observed  Jackson  oiJtside  the  house  in 
company  with  a  man  named  Smith,  who  was  then  and  is  now  belonging 
to  the  Georgia.  Jackson  told  me  we  were  going  to  join  the  Rappahan- 
nock at  Calais,  but  he  did  not  say  anything  about  the  character  of  the 
ship.  I  remained  at  Campbell's  till  Sunday  morning,  and  then  started 
with  him  and  others  for  Calais,  via  London  and  Dover.  We  reached 
Calais  on  Tuesday  morning.  Mr.  Campbell  then  told  us  we  were  going 
on  board  the  confederate  privateer  Rappahannock.  1  and  some  others 
went  on  board  and  signed  articles  in  the  following  manner:  that  we 
were  faithfully,  honestly,  and  courageously  to  serve  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  unless  pre- 
viously discharged;  that  we  were  to  obey  the  officers  appointed  by  the 
congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America ;  to  emjjloy  our  energies 
and  abilities  in  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity,  independence,  and  wel- 
fare of  the  southern  States  of  America ;  and  to  use  our  utmost  exertions 
to  destroy  or  otherwise  injure  the  enemies  of  the  Confederate  States.  I 
was  to  receive  £4  8s.  per  month  wages  and  £10  bounty,  which  was  to  be 
paid  when  the  ship  got  to  sea.  I  then  began  my  duty  on  the  forecastle. 
I  was  afterwards  placed  in  irons  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Yankee  spy,  and 
remained  in  irons  five  weeks.  I  was  then  sentenced  to  death,  without 
even  the  form  of  a  court-martial  being  held,  but  was  released  because 
the  ship  could  not  get  to  sea,  and  the  sentence  could  not  be  carried  into 
effect  in  the  court  of  France.  From  the  effects  of  the  confinement  I 
became  very  ill,  and  remained  some  time  in  that  state  in  Calais,  and  my 
life  was  several  times  attempted  by  members  of  the  crew  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock. 

2.  I  came  to  London  in  Jidy,  and  from  thence  came  to  Liverpool  to 
attend  the  assizes  in  the  trial  of  Campbell.  During  my  stay  in  Liver- 
pool I  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  the  Georgia  again.  I  went 
on  board  her  one  day,  where  she  now  lies,  in  the  Queen's  dock,  and  I 
perceived  that  the  hammock  nettings  were  being  repaired,  and  went 
down  below  into  the  steerage,  and  found  that  the  hooks  and  rails  used 
for  the  hammocks  were  not  removed,  as  would  probably  have  been  done 
had  the  ship  been  intended  for  peaceful  purposes.  I  saw  Jackson  on 
board,  and  Smith,  whom  I  had  previously  seen  with  him ;  also  another 
man,  whose  name  1  believe  to  be  Miller.  They  were  repairing  her 
engines.  While  I  was  below  in  the  ship's  hold  I  observed  what  appeared 
to  be  the  traversing  rails  for  her  guns ;  they  were  rolled  up  in  canvas, 
but,  from  tiheir  form  and  feel,  I  am  sure  in  my  own  mind  that  they  were 
the  traversing  rails.   I  asked  the  mate  what  they  were  going  to  do  with 
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the  sliip.    He  told  me  they  were  going  to  fit  her  out  to  trade  between 
China  and  Japan. 

3.  On  another  occasion — ^yesterday,  the  2d  August — I  went  on  board 
and  was  informed  by  two  of  the  men  that  they  had  shipped  for  Lisbon. 
The  day  previous  to  this  I  had  received  another  account  from  another 
man — that  she  was  going  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  I  was  then  informed 
that  the  present  mate  of  the  ship  was  the  mate  who  officiated  in  taking 
the  ship  from  GreAiock  when  she  first  set  out  on  her  cruise.  I  was  also 
informed  by  the  same  party  (whose  name  I  do  not  know)  that  he  had 
seen  the  captain  who  had  taken  the  ship  from  Greenock,  on  board  the 
ship  to-day.  The  person  who  told  me  this  is  the  same  person  as  he  whom 
I  believed  to  be  called  Miller.  I  observed  on  the  quay  a  mimber  of  small 
kegs.  Some  had  the  word  "  spikes  "  marked  upon  them ;  but  from  their 
weight,  and  the  knowledge  that  1  have  of  such  things,  I  am  convinced 
in  my  own  mind  that  they  contain  ball  cartridges. 

4.  In  conversing  with  the  man  Miller  I  noticed  that  he  was  a  little 
tipsy ;  he  was  consequently  more  communicative  than  if  sober.  Upon 
my  asking  him  a  question  as  to  the  Georgia's  guns  he  seemed  to  recol- 
lect himself,  and  told  me  that  it  would  not  do  for  him  to  tell  me  every- 
thing that  he  knew,  and  immediately  left  me.  I  also  observed  from  the 
manner  of  the  mate  when  he  saw  me  coming  from  the  Georgia  (he  did 
not  see  me  going  on  board)  that  he  was  suspicious  of  me.  I  may  here 
say  that  Jackson  had  not  yet  seen  me,  as  I  wished  to  conceal  myself  from 
him,  but  he  knows  what  occurred  on  board  the  Eaj)pahannock.  He  has, 
no  doubt,  therefore,  given  a  personal  description  of  me  to  the  mate,  and  it 
is  from  this  that  I  account  for  the  mate  looking  upon  me  with  suspicion 
to-day. 

5.  To-day,  the  3d  August,  I  went  on  board  the  Georgia,  and  on  going 
down  into  the  steerage  observed  a  gun.  I  asked  one  of  the  men  for  what 
purpose  it  was  there.  He  told  me  he  did  not  know,  but  supposed  it 
would  be  a  signal  gun.  In  my  opinion  it  is  much  too  large  for  a  signal 
gun.  It  appears  to  be  a  twenty-four-pounder  gun,  and  altogether  of  a 
different  kind  and  much  larger  than  I  have  seen  for  that  purpose. 

FEEDEEICK  HAECOUET. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  third  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  before  me. 

HENEY  0.  DUNOAlSr, 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  12, 1864. 
SiE :  1  beg  to  acquaint  the  department  thus  informally  through  you, 
and  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  pirate  Georgia  has  again 
sailed  from  Liverpool,  but  this  time  upon  an  assumed  peaceable  mission. 
She  has  been  chartered  by  the  Portuguese  government  to  proceed  to 
Lisbon,  and  thence  with  the  mails,  &c.,  to  some  of  the  Portug-uese  pos- 
sessions. We  deemed  it  courtesy,  in  view  of  the  friendly  position  Por- 
tugal has  always  maintained  towards  us,  to  notify  the  legation  here 
that  the  Georgia  was  liable  to  capture  by  our  cruisers,  on  the  ground 
that  a  belligerent  vessel  cannot  be  sold  and  a  title  given  in  a  neutral 
port.    This  proceeding  on  our  part,  has  since  been  sanctioned  by  Mr. 


718  EEBEL   CEUISEES. 

Adams,  who  had  notified  the  national  vessels  on  this  coast  that  the 
Georgia  was  lawful  prize.  I  may  add,  that  the  Count  Lavradio,  on 
looking  into  the  matter,  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  the  (reorgia 
was  liable  to  capture  by  us;  but  that  his  government,  having  chartered 
the  vessel,  must  carry  out  their  part  of  the  contract ;  and  if  the  pirate 
was  captured  (an  event  I  do  not  think  he  would  be  disposed  to  regret) 
they  would  look  to  the  reputed  owners  for  damages. 

The  Sacramento  and  Niagara  are  both  on  the  Georgia's  track,  and 
the  gallant  little  Kearsarge  left  yesterday  under  orders  for  home,  and 
will  also  cross  it. 

I  write  these  particulars  for  the  information  of  the  government  in 
advance  of  the  minister's  communicating  them  officially,  which  he  will 
doubtless  do  in  his  next  dispatches. 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  for  me  to  state  in  this  connection,  that  in 
in  response  to  continued  applications  from  Mr.  Adams  to  stop  the 
Georgia  from  sailing  at  all,  Earl  Russell  has  informed  him  that  her 
Majesty's  government  have  given  instructions  that  in  future  no  ship 
of  war  of  either  belligerent  will  be  allowed  to  be  brought  into  any  of 
her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dismantled  and  sold. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


OHAELES  S.  WILSOK 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

JSTo.  761.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  18,  1864. 

SiE:  In  connection  with  No.  758,  of  the  4th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
the  sale  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  I  now  forward  a  copy  of  Lord  Eussell'a 
reply  of  the  8th  instant  to  my  note  to  him,  a  copy  of  which  was  trans- 
mitted with  that  dispatch.  It  appears  from  this  that  the  British  govern- 
ment has  become  so  much  perplexed  by  the  inconsistencies  in  which  a 
toleration  of  this  new  mode  of  abusing  their  neutrality  is  involving 
them,  as  to  decide  upon  a  rule  iirohibiting  all  transfer  or  dismantling  of 
belligerent  vessels  of  either  party  in  their  ports.  This  is  very  well  so 
far  as  it  goes.  The  exclusion,  though  applying  equally  to  us,  is  nominal 
in  that  case,  whereas  it  will  have  its  force  in  circumscribing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  sympathizers  with  the  rebels,  particularly  in  the  port  of 
Liverpool. 

The  causes  which  may  have  led  to  this  decision  are  perhaps  to  be 
thus  explained.  Simultaneously  with  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell,  I  ad- 
dressed a  circular  to  ihe  respective  commanders  of  the  three  war  vessels 
at  that  time  cruising  in  the  channel — the  Magara,  the  Kearsarge,  and 
the  Sacramento — apprising  them  of  the  information  which  I  had  received 
from  Mr.  Wilding,  as  well  as  of  my  opinion  that  the  Georgia  might  be 
made  lawful  prize  whenever  and  under  whatever  colors  she  should  be 
found  sailing  on  the  high  seas. 

It  turned  out  that  the  Georgia  had  been  engaged  by  the  Portuguese 
government  for  one  month,  at  the  price  of  a  thousand  pounds,  to  carry 
the  mails  from  Lisbon  to  their  African  possessions.  She  was,  however, 
to  be  transferred  from  Liverpool  to  that  port  on  the  responsibility  of 
Mr.  Bates,  the  nominal  owner,  and  under  British  colors.  The  Count 
Lavradio,  the  Portuguese  minister,  on  learning  the  precise  state  of  the 
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case,  interposed  no  objection  to  my  proceeding,  bnt  simply  expressed  a 
hope  tliat,  if  captured  at  all,  the  vessel  might  be  taken  before  reaching 
Lisbon  to  enter  upon  the  engagement.  I  have  no  doubt,  although  I  do 
not  know  it  from  information,  that  the  matter  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  British  government  by  parties  at  Liverpool,  with  a 
view  to  secure  its  protection.  The  difficulties  that  might  ensue  from 
adopting  any  positive  course  doubtless  led  to  that  decision  which  is 
found  communicated  in  his  lordship's  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servantj 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oeeicb,  August  8,  1864. 

Sin :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  see  any  sufficient 
grounds  for  coming  to  the  conclusion,  upon  the  statements  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  about  to  be 
again  used  for  belligerent  purposes.  With  a  view,  however,  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  any  question  such  as  that  which  has  arisen  in  the  case 
of  the  Georgia,  her  Majesty's  government  have  given  directions  that  in 
future  no  ship  of  war,  of  either  belligerent,  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
brought  into  any  of  her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dis- 
mantled or  sold. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

XiEGATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,,  August  18, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  8th 
instant,  communicating  to  me  the  fact  that  directions  have  been  given 
by  her  Majesty's  government  to  iirohibit  any  ship  of  war  of  either  bel- 
ligerent from  being  brought  into  any  of  her  ports  for  the  purpose  of 
being  dismantled  or  sold,  I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  for  ,the 
information  of  my  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  EARL  EUSSELL,  jfec,  (fee,  &o. 


[The  following,  taken  from  the  London  Gazette  of  September  9, 1864, 
would  seem  to  be  this  order  :J 

Foreign  Office,  September  8, 1864. 
It  is  hereby  notified  that  her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  that 
for  the  future  no  ship  of  war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent 
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powers  of  Xortli  America  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  or  to  remain,  or  be 
in  any  of  her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dismantled  or 
sold ;  and  her  Majjesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  direction  to  the  com- 
missioners of  her  Majesty's  customs,  and  to  the  governors  of  her  Majesty's 
colonies  and  foreign  possessions,  to  see  that  this  order  is  properly  carried 
into  effect. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

IsTo.  1074.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  August,  'No.  758,  has  been  received- 

The  representation  you  have  made  to  Earl  Russell  concerning  the 
Georgia  is  approved.  I  trust  that  you  have  succeeded  in  impressing 
her  Majestj^'s  government  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject 
you  have  thus  brought  to  their  notice. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  British  subjects,  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  have  only  changed  their  form  of  proceeding  in  sending  out 
armed  vessels  to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  The  Tallahassee 
is  said  to  have  been  built  and  to  have  come  out  in  the  character  of  a 
merchant  vessel,  but  to  have  been  furnished  with  an  armament  in  Liver- 
pool. She  appears  on  our  coasts  a  pirate,  and  she  is  received  at  Hali- 
fax. Her  master  is  reported  as  saying  that  she  is  only  one  of  several 
very  fast  steamers  of  the  same  character,  which  have  been  built  at 
Liverpool,  with  armaments  prepared  in  the  same  way.  Bermuda  and 
Halifax  are  to  be  bases  of  operations.  I  refrain  from  comment  until 
there  shall  have  been  time  for  Earl  Eussell  to  have  replied  to  your  note 
concerning  the  Georgia,  and  in  the  expectation  of  more  definite  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  Tallahassee. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILL1A.M  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fc.,  cfcc,  c&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  767.J  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  25, 1864. 
Sir:  a  telegram  was  received  at  this  legation  yesterday,  at  one 
o'clock  p.  m.,  from  the  consular  agent  at  Dover,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  the  steamer  Magara,  on  her  way  to  Antwerp.  The  Georgia  had 
been  taken  and  sent  as  prize  to  the  United  States.  The  crew  were 
landed  at  Dover. 

This  event  has  made  some  sensation  here.  The  newspapers  express 
opinions  based  on  little  information,  and  prompted  by  their  respective 
predilections  in  our  struggle.  Should  any  oflicial  indication  be  made 
visible  in  the  Times  to-morrow  morning,  I  shaU  send  a  copy  with  this 
dispatch. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAJSrCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1077.]  Department  op  State, 

Washmgton,  August  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  a  letter  to  this  department  of  the  12th  instant,  Mr.  Wilson, 
the  secretary  of  legation  at  London,  gives  an  account  of  certain  pro- 
ceedings with  reference  to  the  late  insurgent  steamer  Georgia,  and  par- 
ticularly of  an  intimation  given  to  the  Portuguese  minister,  at  London, 
to  the  effect  that  the  Georgia,  having  been  sold  in  a  neutral  port,  would 
be  a  lawful  prize  to  a  United  States  cruiser.  The  proceedings  referred 
to  are  approved  by  the  department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  <&c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  339.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  26, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  capture  of  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia  by  the  United  States 
steamer  Niagara,  commanded  by  Captain  Craven,  Of  which  you  were 
advised  by  the  mid-week  steamer,  seems  not  to  create  so  much  excite- 
ment among  the  people  and  press  as  was  to  be  expected.  I  have  taken 
pains  to  examine  the  leading  newspapers,  and  aside  from  the  ill-natfired 
comments  of  two  or  three  Liverpool  papers,  her  capture,  if  not  regarded 
as  right  and  proper,  is  not  considered  of  sufficient  importance  as  to 
excite  comment.  *****  The  London  Morning  Post,  Lord 
Palmerston's  organ,  published  an  editorial  this  morning  conceding  our 
right  to  take  her.  After  speaking  of  the  right  to  sell  merchant  ships, 
it  says :  "  But  in  respect  to  ships  of  war,  all  states  concur  in  denying 
to  neutrals  the  right  of  purchasing  them  from  a  belligerent  and  invest- 
ing them  with  the  neutral  character  of  the  state  by  whose  subject  they 
are  bought."  I  have  not  much  doubt  but  what  this  article  is  by  author- 
ity, and  embodies  the  views  of  the  government.  *****  The 
Courier  lays  great  stress  upon  the  fact  of  her  having  a  British  register, 
and  being  owned  by  an  Englishman  at  the  time  of  her  capture.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  at  the  time  of  her  sailing  on  -her  piratical  cruise,  in 
April,  1863,  she  had  a  British  register,  and  was  owned  by  another  Liver- 
pool merchant,  Thomas  Bold,  who  continued  her  owner,  as  is  shown  by 
the  records  at  the  custom-house  in  this  town,  up  to  June  23,  1863,  dur- 
ing which  time  she  captured  and  bonded  the  George  Griswold,  and 
burnt  the  ship  Dictator.  The  house  of  Jones  &  Co.  shipped  the  men 
and  fitted  out  the  vessel  when  she  first  sailed.  Jones,  of  this  firm,  has 
just  been  convicted  for  shipping  the  men.  This  same  man  was  active 
in  fitting  her  out  again  on  her  last  voyage.    I  inclose  you  the  statement 

of  Charles  Thompson,  marked  inclosure  No.  4,  showing  this  fact. 

*##*»*# 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon-  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 

46  A  C— VOL.  n 


722  REBEL    CEUISEES. 

Deposition  of.  Charles  Thompson. 

Charles  Thompson,  residing  at  40  Upper  Baker  street,  in  Liverpool, 
trade  protectionist,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  as  follows : 
_  Ou  the  2d  day  of  May  last  I  saw  the  steamer  Georgia  lying  in  the 
rivef  Mersey,  at  Liverpool,  with  the  confederate  flag  flying  at  the  peak, 
and  the  same  morning  saw  an  of&cer  in  confederate  uniform  landed  from 
her  by  one  of  her  own  boats.  That  on  the  3d  of  May  I  saw  said  steamer 
in  the  Birkenhead  dock,  with  confederate  flag  and  pennant  flying,  her 
guns  on  board,  and  officers  in  confederate  uniform  doing  duty  on  board. 
That  I  saw  said  steamer  frequently,  almost  daily,  from  this  time  to  the 
11th  day  of  August  instant,  when  she  sailed  from  the  river  Mersey  for 
Lisbon.  That  on  the  20th  day  of  June  said  steamer  was  lying  in  the 
Queen's  dock  at  Liverpool,  to  which  she  had  been  removed  from  Birk- 
enhead, and  I  saw  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  on  board.  That 
previously  and  about  the  5th  May  I  saw  Mr.  Wilding,  whom  I  know  to 
be,  and  knew  to  be  at  that  time,  a  clerk  in  the  employment  of  said  Jones 
&  Co.,  superintending  the  removal  of  the  stores  from  said  vessel.  That 
on  the  6th  day  of  June  I  saw  the  guns  landed  from  said  steamer.  That 
on  the  30th  day  of  July  last  said  vessel  was  entered  in  the  Liverpool 
customs  bill  of  entry  for  Lisbon  and  West  Coast  of  Africa,  E.  Bates  con- 
signee. That  on  the  2d  day  of  August,  and  each  day  subsequent  until 
the  5th,  inclusive,  I  saw  the  said  Jones  on  board  said  steamer 
Georgia,  giving  orders  to  the  persons  employed  in  fitting  the  ship  for 
sea,  who  appeared  to  act  entirely  under  his  orders.  That  on  said  5th 
day  of  August  said  steamer  Georgia  was  hauled  to  the  dock  gates  with 
stetoi  up,  as  if  to  go  to  sea.  That  she  was  again  hauled  back  into  the 
dock,  and  remaiued  until  Monday,  the  8th,  when  she  was  hauled  out 
and  towed  to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mersey,  v^here  she  laid 
until  Thursday  morning,  the  11th,  about  5  o'clock  of  which  I  saw  her 
weigh  anchor  and  steam  out  to  sea.  That  said  Jones  before  mentioned 
by  me  as  superintending  the  fitting  of  said  steamer  Georgia  for  sea  on 
the  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5th  days  of  August,  is  well  known  to  me,  and  is  the 
same  person  lately  tried  and  convicted  at  Liverpool  for  enlisting  men  to 
serve  ou  board  said  steamer  Georgia  as  a  confederate  cruiser. 

CHAS.  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  27th  day  of 
August,  1864,  before  me. 

WILLIAM  S.  BATESOK, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

S'O.  780.]  LEaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  September  8, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from 
Lord  Eussell  last  evening  on  the  case  of  the  capture  of  the  Georgia.    I 
likewise  ajipend  a  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THE    GEORGIA,  723 

Uarl  Bvssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  You  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
steamer  Georgia  has  been  seized  on  the  higli  seas  by  the  United  States' 
steamer  Niagara,  and  sent,  as  it  is  alleged,  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  to 
the  port  of  Boston. 

1  do  not  propose,  at  present  at  least,  to  enter  into  correspondence  with 
you  on  the  subject  of  this  proceeding  ou  the  part  of  the  commander  of 
the  Magara,  but  I  consider  it  necessary  to  request  that  you  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  acquainting  the  gOTernraent  of  the  United  States 
that  her  Majesty's  government  of  course  expects  that  a  vessel  seized 
under  the  British  flag,  and  claimed  by  British  owners,  will  be  brought, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  for  adjudication  into  the  proper  prize 
court,  in  which  the  claim  of  one  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  will  be  tried 
according  to  those  recognized  principles  of  international  law  which  gov- 
ern the  relations  of  the  belligerent  toward  the  neutral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hiijnble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£e.,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Uarl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  8, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  6th  instant  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
Georgia.  Although  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  strongest 
disposition  already  exists  on  the  part  of  my  government  to  facilitate  the 
necessary  proceedings  before  the  proper  judicial  tribunals  whereby  to 
determine  the  validity  of  that  capture,  according  to  the  recognized 
principles  of  international  law,  I  shall  nevertheless  take  pleasure  in  at 
once  transmitting  a  copy  of  your  note  expressing  the  wishes  of  her 
Majesty's  government  for  their  consideration.  i 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHABLES  FEAJSTCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  tfec,  &e.,  &e. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  350.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  13, 1864. 

Sir:  *  *  *  *  *  * 

The  government  has  given  notice  to  Mr.  Bates,  the  pretended  owner 
of  the  Georgia,  that  they  will  not  interfere,  and  that  he  must  submit  his 

case  to  the  prize  court. 

#  *  *  »  «  ♦ 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

E"o.  1097.]  Depaetment  op  State, 

Washington,  September  20,  1864. 
-  Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  IStli  of  August,  No.  761,  has  been  received. 
It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Earl  Eussell,  which  announces 
a  neV  regulation  in  admiralty,  forbidding  all  transfer  or  dismantling  of 
belligerent  vessels  in  British  ports.  Tbe  subject  will  receive  due  con- 
sideration. In  the  mean  time  we  hear  with  much  satisfaction  that  the 
Georgia  has  been  captured  by  the  Niagara,  and  has  arrived  as  a  prize  at 
Hampton  Eoads,  whence  she  proceeded  to  Boston. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chakles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  dtc,  &c. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1106.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  September  24,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  8th  of  September,  No.  780,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a 
correspondence  between  yourself  and  Earl  Eussell  in  regard  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Georgia,  and  in  which  his  lordship  desires  that  the  case  may 
be  brought  before  a  prize  court  for  adjudication  as  soon  as  possible.  La 
reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  proceedings  in  the  case  will  be  reg- 
ular, and  attended  by  no  unnecessary  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SE"W;AED,  Acting  Secretary. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  394.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  25,  1864. 
Sir:  The  prosecution  against  Jones  &  Co.  for  fitting  out  and  enlist- 
ing the  men  for  the  pirate  Japan,  alias  Virginia,  alias  Georgia,  is  over, 
and  the  parties  have  been  each  fined  fifty  pounds  sterling,  making  in  all 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  as  the  penalty,  or  more  prop- 
erly the  price,  for  fitting  out  a  privateer  in  this  country,  to  cruise  and 
make  war  against  the  United  States.  Comment  is  unnecessary.  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  cut  from  the  London  Times  of  yesterday, 
and  the  short  piece  from  the  Daily  Courier.  They  are  marked  No.  1.  I 
can  scarcely  imagine  a  greater  farce  than  this  whole  thing  has  been, 
which  is  just  played  out.  The  Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Georgiana, 
and  Sea  King,  all  b>;ilt,  fitted  out,  armament  made,  ammunition  sup- 
plied, crews  enlisted  in  this  country,  and  here  paid  while  serving  in  the 
vessels,  and  the  ships  supplied  and  coaled  from  England,  and  thus  far 
three  men  alone  tried,  and  they  fined  but  fifty  pounds  apiece,  making 
the  sum  total  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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THE  EAPPAHANNOCK. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  192,]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  2, 1863. 
Sir:        *  *  •     ♦  #  #  ♦ 

In  my  dispatch  No.  190  I  referred  briefly  to  a  confederate  war  steamer 
called  the  Eappahannock  that  had  entered  the  port  of  Calais,  and  sent 
yoa  some  two  or  three  slips  cut  from  the  newspapers  referring  to  the 
matter.  I  learn  that  this  vessel  is  the  steamer  Victor,  recently  sold  by 
the  English  government.  I  inclose  yon,  marked  No.  1,  a  slip  from  the 
London  Times  of  November  30,  referring  to  the  sale  and  fitting  out  of 
this  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  London  Times  of  November  30,  1863.] 

The  screw  gun-vessel  Victor,  recently  purchased  from  the  admiralty, 
has,  as  had  been  expected,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  agents  for  the 
confederate  government.  The  Victor  was  formerly  attached  to  the 
Chatham  steam  reserve,  and  on  being  sold  by  the  admiralty,  was  per- 
mitted to  undergo  some  repairs  under  the  superintendence  of  the  dock 
yard  oflicials.  It  was  stated  that  she  was  intended  for  the  China  trade, 
and  she  was  ostensibly  fitted  with  that  view,  while  her  name  was 
changed  to  the  Scylla,  of  London.  Several  suspicious  circumstances, 
however,  occurred,  and  the  dock  yard  offtcials  felt  it  their  duty  to  make 
a  report  to  the  admiralty.  The  result  was,  the  receipt  of  an  order  at 
Sheerness  directing  her  to  be  stopped.  The  order,  however,  arrived  a 
few  hours  too  late.  Those  in  charge  of  the  vessel  evidently  suspected 
the  intentions  of  the  government,  and  had  her  taken  out  of  the  harbor 
a  few  nights  since.  She  immediately  afterwards  hoisted  the  confederate 
flag,  and  she  now  sails  under  the  name  of  the  Eappahannock.  Her 
burden  is  859  tons,  and  she  is  pierced  to  carry  six  guns.  She  is  of  350 
horse-power,  but  owing  to  some  defects  in  the  construction  of  her 
engines  and  machinery,  her  rate  of  steaming  was  never  very  high,  which 
was  the  principal  reason  for  the  admiralty  directing  her  to  be  sold.  On 
leaving  the  Nore,  the  Eappahannock  sailed  direct  for  Calais  harbor, 
which  she  entered  as  a  confederate  privateer,  as  stated  in  the  Times  of 
Saturday.  A  special  report  has  been  made  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
.of  the  circumstances  under  which  she  left  Sheerness  dock  yard.  The 
customs  authorities  at  Calais  have  received  instructions  to.  allow  the 
Eappahannock  to  leave  whenever  her  captain  pleases. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward, 

'^0.  547.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  3,  1863. 

SiK :  Dispatclies  have  been  received  at  tlie  legation  from  the  depart- 
ment, numbered  756  to  761,  inclusive,  together  with  a  note  dated  the 
14th  of  November,  relating  to  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Singleton's  son,  and 
another  of  the  16th,  marked  "private." 

I  have  taken  the  necessary  measures  to  obtain  a  conference  with  Lord 
Eussell  on  the  subjects  referred  to  in  Nos.  759,  760,  and  761.  On  reflec- 
tion, I  prefer  to  adopt  this  course,  in  the  first  place,  rather  than  that  by 
writing,  more  especially  as  another  subject  has  arisen,  having  an  inti- 
mate relation  to  the  main  question  in  agitation,  and  not  unlikely  to  affect 
the  decision  to  which  the  British  government  will  ultimately  come. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  fortnight  since  I  received  private  and  conflden 
tial  advices  from  a  person  at  Sheerness,  that  one  of  several  war  steam- 
ers, which  had  been  lately  sold  by  the  British  government,  was  remain- 
ing at  that  place,  refitting,  under  the  direction  of  persons  connected 
with  the  royal  dock  yards,  in  a  manner  which  created  in  him  a  strong 
suspicion  that  she  was  intended  for  an  illegal  purpose.  The  communi- 
cation was  of  a  kind  that  I  could  not  use  in  any  ofiicial  way ;  but  I  con- 
ferred with  Mr.  Morse  on  the  subject,  and  with  his  aid  procured  other 
information,  strongly  confirming  the  idea  that  the  vessel  was  intended  for 
the  rebels,  though  nothing  of  a  kind  positive  enough  to  base  any  repre- 
sentation upon  to  the  British  government.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
the  parties  concerned  got  wind  of  the  inquiries  that  were  making,  for 
they  suddenly  determined  upon  pushing  the  vessel  out  of  the  harbor,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  she  was  by  no  means  prepared  for  sea,  and  had  no 
adequate  force  to  man  her;  indeed,  the  workmen  engaged  in  refitting 
here  were  actually  carried  out,  and  were  found  still  busy  Avhen  she  was 
brought  to  at  Calais,  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel.  Here  the  rebel 
flag  was  hoisted  at  once,  and  the  vessel  christened  the  Eappahan- 
nock,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  recognition  of  the  French  gov- 
ernment. A  number  of  officers  and  men  were  also  then  put  on  board, 
sufficient  to  constitute  an  appearance  of  a  crew.  The  trick  has  suc- 
ceeded thus  far,  but  the  vessel  is  as  yet  entirely  unfit  for  sea,  and  will 
need  much  time  and  contrivance  to  secure  an  equii)ment,  manning,  and 
armament.  Had  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  suitable  naval 
force  in  European  waters  she  could  scarcely  hope  to  escape  capture, 
together  with  the  tenders  the  Harriet  Pinckney  and  the  Agrippina, 
which  are  evidently  relied  on  to  complete  the  operation ;  as  it  is,  the 
chances  are  rather  in  her  favor. 

Although  entirely  without  any  technical  evidenc^e  upon  which  to  rest 
a  remonstrance,  I  considered  the  case  so  peculiar  as  to  justify  me  in 
making  a  representation  to  the  British  government,  merely  on  the 
strength  of  a  statement  cf  facts  presented  by  Mr.  Morse.  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell  of  the  28th,  and  of 
Mr.  Morse's  letter  to  me  of  the  san|e  date.  A  copy  of  the  reply  of  his 
lordship  on  the  30th  accompanies  them. 

I  have  confidfeutial  information,  but  which  I  cannot  use,  that  leads 
me  to  believe  that  high  ofiicers  of  the  navy,  attached  to  the  yard  at 
Sheerness,  have  been  privy  to  this  fraud.  If  the  government  is  faith- 
ful to  its  duty  of  iuA'^estigation,  this  cannot  fail  to  appear.  From  the 
tone  of  the  leader  in  Wednesday's  Times  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which 
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I  transmit,  I  infer  that  some  action  or  other  against  the  rebel  agents 
contemplated,. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS.  ., 
Hon.  WilliAjVI  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Dispatch  No.  761,  above  referred  to,  is  printed  under  the  head  f 
"Enforcement  of  Neutrality,"  "General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  607;  and 
dispatch  No.  670  will  be  found  under  "  Enforcement  of  Neutrality,"  sub- 
division "  Amendment  of  Laws,"  Vol.  I,  p.  675.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  Unitisd  States, 

London,  November  28,  1863. 

Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States;  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell, 
her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  and  it  is 
with  great  regret  that  he  feels  compelled  to  call  his  lordshixj's  attention 
to  another  instance  of  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's 
territory  by  the  agents  of  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States.  The 
substance  of  the  information  which  Mr.  Adams  has  received  will  be 
found  in  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Freeman  H.  Morse,  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  this  port,  a  copy  of  which  he  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  his 
lordship's  consideration. 

It  appears  that  the  vessel,  which  has  gone'out  in  an  unfinished  state 
from  Sheerness,  is  one  which  has  lately  been  sold  from  her  Majesty's 
navy.  She  is  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  go  to  sea,  being  neither  armed 
nor  manned.  Mr.  Adams  hopes  that  it  is  not  true  that  any  of  the  peo- 
ple in  her  Majesty's  employ  have  been  engaged  in  the  work  of  fitting 
her  out.  He  has  the  strongest  reasons  for  believing  that  two  vessels 
which  have  just  put  into  Plymouth,  one  a  steamer  called  the  Harriet 
Pinckney,  the  other  a  sailing  vessel  called  the  bark  Agrippina,  may  be 
charged  with  the  materials  for  the  armament,  and  possibly  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  crews. 

Mr.  Adams  will  probably  be  able  to  obtain  further  and  more  exact 
information  in  a  day  or  two.  In  the  meanwhile  he  has  thought  it  best 
to  lose  no  time  in  making  a  representation.  Not  doubting  the  disposi- 
tion of  her  Majesty's  gov^ernment  to  do  justice  in  the  premises,  as  well 
in  the  rectification  of  any  abuses  that  may  have  been  committed  by  per- 
sons in  her  Majesty's  service  as  in  the  prevention  of  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  this  audacious  enterprise,  Mr.  Adams  prays  Earl  Eussell  to 
accept  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consui;,ate, 

London,  November  28,  1863. 
Sir:  The  confederate  steamer  Eappahannock,  reported  this  morning 
at  Calais,  France,  was  her  Majesty's  steamer  Victor,  recently  sold  out  of 
the  government  service.     She  has  until  recently  been  at  Sheerness, 
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opposite  the  government  dock  yard,  and  has  been  prepared  for  sea,  and 
for  active  service,  so  far  as  she  was  prepared,  when  she  left  suddenly  at 
midnight,  by  laborers  many  of  whom  were  emj)loyed  at  the  government 
dock  yard  at  that  place.  A  party  of  riggers  was  on  board  when  she  left, 
ft  work  on  her.  Her  rigging  was  not  then  ratted  down.  These  riggers 
were&om  the  government  yard,  and  I  am  informed  that  these  men  w.ere 
selected  and  sent  off  to  the  Victor  by  the  master  rigger  at  the  dock. 
Also  that  the  masts  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Cumberland  were  used  as 
shears  to  set  the  masts  of  the  Victor,  then  called  the  Scylla,  and  now 
the  Eappahannock,  and  that  other  petty  officers  at  the  government  yard 
have  been  employed  to  engage  men  and  render  other  service  to  this 
privateer.  In  fact,  that  she  was  being  prepared  for  service  with  the 
greatest  secrecy  and  dispatch,  as  a  confederate  privateer,  under  the 
cover  and  protection  which  her  former  ownership,  proximity  to  the 
yard  while  being  fitted  out,  and  the  employment  of  hands  from  the 
yard,  threw  around  her. 

She  went  off  in  quite  an  incomplete  state,  and  would  not  have  gone 
for  some  days  but  for  the  fact  that  the  government  here,  as  is  supposed, 
became  suspicious  from  some  cause  that  materials  from  the  yard  had 
been  used  in  repairing  and  fitting  her,  and  ordered  a  search  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  the  story.  In  a  few  hours  after,  she  left  suddenly,  near 
midnight  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  25th  instant,  in  tow  of 
the  tug-boat  Bull  Dog.  She  came  to  anchor  near  the  Tongue  light,  lay 
there  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  Calais. 

The  above  facts,  with  many  others  of  equal  importance,  I  expect  to 
make  good  by  sworn-  affidavits,  from  responsible  men,  and  will  do  so  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  do  not  mean  to  intimate  by  anything  said  above  that  the  British 
government,  or  any  offices  of  position  connected  with  it,  had  any  suspi- 
cion that  bhey  were  selling  a  governflient  war  ship  into  the  confederate 
service,  and  lending  one  of  their  dock  yards  as  a  protection  to  fit  her  out 
as  privateer  to  be  used  against  our  commerce.  I  think  they  have  been 
deceived  by  agents  of  the  confederates,  and  will  be  ready  and  anxious 
to  act  with  more  than  their  usual  energy  to  remedy  the  evil. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

^  F.  H.  MORSE, 

United  States  Consul. 

Charles  Peancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoKEieN  Office,  November  30,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note,  dated 
the  28th  instant,  but  which  was  only  delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  a 
few  minutes  before  4  o'lock  on  the  following  day,  Sunday,  respecting 
the  case  of  a  vessel  described  in  the  letter  from  the  United  States  con- 
sul in  London,  inclosed  in  your  note,  as  the  confederate  steamer  Rappa- 
hannock, formerly  her  Majesty's  ship  Victor,  recently  sold  out  of  the 
government  service;  and  calling  attention  also  to  two  vessels  named 
the  Harriet  Pinckney  and  the  Agrippina,  which  have  put  into  Plymouth, 
and  which  you  believed  may  be  charged  with  the  materials  for  the  arm- 
ament of  the  Eappahannock,  and  possibly  with  a  portion  of  the  crew. 

I  have  .to  acquaint  you  that  the  attention  of  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  government  has  been  directed,  without  loss  of  time,  to  the 
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statements  made  by  you,  and  by  the  TJnitod  States  consul,  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  and  Lord  Russell  has  no  doubt  that  immediate  steps  will  be  taken 
to  verify  the  truth  of  these  statements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Frajjcis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  cfcc,  die. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  554.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell  cover- 
ing some  depositions  sent  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  for  this  place,  in 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Victor ;  his  lordship  has  acknowledged  the  same. 
Copies  of  all  these  papers  are  subjoined.    I  have  just  received  another 
deposition  on  the  same  subject,  which  I  propose  to  send  In  at  once. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Becemher  5, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place, 
and  copies  of  the  depositions  of  William  Wynn,  Joseph  Murray,.  Thomas 
Kelly,  Henry  Barraclough,  and  James  Tucker,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  connection  with  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer  Victor  at  Sheer- 
ness,  for  the  use  of  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States,  and  the  enlist- 
ment of  men  for  service  in  that  vessel. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  cfcc,  &c.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  December  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  the  affidavits  of  William  Wynn,  Joseph  Mur- 
ray, and  Thomas  Kelley,  in  reference  to  the  confederate  steamer  Rap- 
pahannock, now  in  the  port  of  Calais,  France.  They  show  very  conclu- 
sively that  she  is  a  rebel  privateer;,  that  she  escaped  from  an  English  port 
in  an  unfinished  state,  and  is  now  completing  her  repairs  and  outfits  in 
a  French  port,  and  where  and  who  engaged  the  crew  to  go  in  her.  Other 
affidavits,  showing  other  features  of  the  case,  will  be  senfto  you  in  a 
short  time. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


F.  H.  MORSE,  Consul 


■730  REBEL   CEUISEES. 

Deposition  of  William  Wynn. 

I,  William  Wynn,  boarding-Louse  keeper,  at  present  residing  at  22 
Lower  Berner's 'street,  Commercial  Eoad  Bast,  do  hereby  truly,  sin- 
cerely, and  solemnly  swear,  that  a  boarder,  named  Charles  Bennett, 
informed  me  that  he  had  shipped  on  board  a  ship  to  run  the  blockade. 
Not  liking  the  adv'ance  note,  I  applied  to  the  broker's,  Eobert  Gordon 
Coleman,  No.  28  Clement's  lane,  Lombard  street,  respecting  it.  They 
satisfied  me  that  it  would  be  paid,  and  requested  me  to  procure  eleven 
seamen  for  the  same  ship,  which,  on  the  26th  of  November,  I  supplied, 
and  they  went  to  the  railway  station,  at  London  Bridge,  to  meet  a  per- 
son calling  himself  Captain  Brown,  whom  I  first  met  at  the  broker's, 
Eobert  Gordon  Coleman,  and  tickets  were  purchased  by  the  so-called 
Captain  Brown,  for  Calais^  for  them,  (the  men,)  with  about  twenty-eight 
to  thirty  others,  on  Friday  evening,  the  27th  of  November.  The  men  I 
supplied  were  to  receive  £3  15s.  per  month,  in  a  ship  called  the  Scylla 
or  Stella,  (pro  -tem.,)  captain's  name  Anson,  (pro  tem.)  The  seamen, 
Joseph  Murray  and  Thomas  Kelley,  were  two  of  the  eleven ;  Charles 
Bennett,  named  above,  is  still  on  board.  The  men  were  shipped  to  join 
the  ship  in  the  Downs  for  a  voyage  to  Jamaica. 

WILLL^M  WYNN. 

Sworn  at  my  office.  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  2d  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer^  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Murray  and  Thomas  Kelly. 

We,  Joseph  Murray,  at  present  residing  at  Mr.  W.  Wynn's,  22  Lower 
Berner's  street.  Commercial  Eoad  East,  and  Thomas  Kelly,  at  present 
residing  at  Mr.  Wattrs's,  13  Ellen  street,  back  Church  lane,  do  hereby 
truly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear,  that  we  were  taken  on  Thursday, 
the  28th  of  November  last,  by  Mr.  Wynn,  to  No.  28  Clement's  lane,  and 
there  introduced  to  a  gentleman  called  Captain  Brown,  who  engaged  us 
for  a  ship  lying  in  the  Downs,  named  Scylla  or  Stella,  for  a  voyage  to 
St.  Thomas  or  Jamaica,  for  twelve  months,  at  £3  15s.  a  month ;  bat  it 
was  understood  that,  after  we  were  on  board,  a  new  arrangement  was 
to  be  made,  and  articles  signed.  We  were  told  that  the  ship  was  an 
English  ship  going  to  run  the  blockade.  On  Friday  evening,  the  27th 
Instant,  we  went  to  the  railway  station,  London  Bridge,  and  were  sent 
to  Dover,  with  others,  about  forty  in  all.  Upon  arrival  at  Dover  the 
so-called  Captain  Brown,  and  a  gentleman  called  the  owner,  sent  us  to 
an  hotel,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  November  we  went  to  Calais 
in  the  packet.  Upon  arrival  at  Calais  we  went  on  board  a  ship  -then 
called  the  Eappahannock,  and  we  were  called  aft,  and  the  captain  on 
board  said  that  he  was  surprised  that  they  (the  men)  should  have  been 
sent  down,  as  he  would  not  be  ready  for  a  fortnight,  and  that  he  had 
ordered  Captain  Brown  to  send  him  down  one  hundred  able-bodied  men, 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  that  the  men  should  come  on  board  in  the  har- 
bor, but  had  intended  to  have  taken  them  off  the  packet  before  she  had 
arrived,  and  that  the  ship  was  not  in  a  condition  to  receive  the  crew,  as 
the  ship  was  undergoing  repairs  before  going  to  sea.    The  captain  on 
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board  in  command,  when  he  called  us  aft  the  first  time,  said  to  us: 
"Now  you  men  know  what  you  are  engaged  to  do.  You  are  now  on 
your  own  hook,  and  whatever  plunder  you  can  make  at  sea  the  better 
for  you.  You  are  now  going  privateering,  the  same  as  the  Alabama  and 
the  Florida.  You  men  are  going  to  fight  for  money,  and  I  am  going  to 
fight  for  glory."  Words  to  this  effect  were  repeated  several  times.  As 
he  saw  that  most  of  us  were  discontented,  we  objected  to  stay  by  her, 
and  he  said,  he  (the  captain)  only  wished  that  he  had  us  at  sea,  and  he 
would  show  us  what  discontent  was.  After  several  conversations,  the 
master  said  he  would  not  take  the  discontented  ones,  and  that  all  that 
wished  to  leave  might  go.  This  was  on  Monday  last,  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, and  at  2  a.  m.,  the  1st  of  December,  twenty-one  of  us  were  sent 
back  to  London. 

JOSEPH  MUREAY. 

his 
THOMAS  +  KELLY, 
mark. 
Witness  to  the  mark  of  Thomas  Kelly — 
Joshua  Nunn. 

Sw©rn  by  the  deponent,  Joseph  Murray,  at  my  ofBce,  No,  5  White 
Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  2d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Kelly,  at  No.  5  White  Hart  Court, 
Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  2d  day  of  December,  1863, 
the  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had 
truly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  affida- 
vit to  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto ; 
before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  GJifincery. 


Affidavit  of  Senry  Barradough. 

I,  Henry  Barradough,  of  King's  Head  alley,  Sheerness,  fireman  and 
boiler-maker,  late  in  her  Majesty's  dock  yard,  Sheerness,  do  hereby  sol- 
emnly swear,  that  about  two  months  since  I  and  others  heard  hands 
were  wanted  for  the  Scylla,  of  London,  late  her  Majesty's  steamer  Vic- 
tor. I  went  to  Mr.  Eumble,  the  chief  inspector  of  machinery  afloat.  He 
promised  to  speak  for  me  to  the  mate  of  the  Scylla,  Mr.  Eamsey.  I  saw 
Mr.  Eamsey  near  the  Fountain  Hotel  last  Tuesday  week  in  the  morning; 
he  said  to  me,  "  Mr.  Eumble  has  been  speaking  to  me  about  you,"  and 
said,  "  if  you  come  on  board  at  one  o'clock  this  afternoon  I  will  ship  you." 
I  did  go  on  board,  and  he  said,  "  Here  you  are,  my  lad;"  I  said  "  Yes," 
and  he  said,  "  I  will  ship  you  as  a  fireman  at  £8  per  month  for  the  trial 
trip,  which  is  not  to  exceed  fourteen  days ;  but  it  may  be  only  three 
days,  and  I  will  send  you  home  at  the  owner's  expense  to  Sheerness  in 
case  you  do  not  like  to  ship  for  voyage,  or  our  articles."  I  said,  "  Very 
well ;"  and  he  told  me  to  go  forward  and  tell  the  cook  to  give  me  any- 
thing to  eat  there  was  on  board.  I  remained  on  board  until  I  landed  in 
Calais  on  Friday  last.     There  were  hammocks,  blankets,  and  bedding 
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provided  for  the  crew.  On  Tuesday  week  night  we  left  about  midnight. 
The  Scylla  was  anchored  off  Westminster.  The  mate  gave  the  order  to 
weigh  anchor,  which  was  done.  Mr.  Eees,  the  master  rigger,  was  on 
board,  but  he  left  in  the  tug  when  we  had  been  about  three  hours  at 
sea ;  therefore  he  did  not  go  to  Calais  with  us.  I  have  received  all  the 
money  due  me,  am  satisfied  with  the  treatment  I  received.  When  I  was 
called  (on  board  by  the  cairtain)  aft  to  sign  articles,  he  told  us  all  that 
the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war;  that  the  same  rules  would  be 
observ^ed  as  in  any  other  regular  man-of-war,  but  the  lash  would  not  be 
used, 

In  my  opinion  she  is  as  good  a  ship  as  any  I  ever  worked  upon  in  her 
Majesty's  service,  but  the  boilers  are  out  of  repair.  The  riggers  on 
board  were  working  in  the  dock  yard,  and  had  leave  of  absence,  which 
was  sanctioned  by  the  captain  of  the  yard.  The  ship  left  Sheerness  very 
suddenly,  and  no  guns  or  munitions  of  war  were  received  on  board  in 
the  Downs. 

HENEY  BAEEACLOUGH. 

Sworn  at  my  ofBce,  Ko.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  3d  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths,  &c. 


Deposition  of  James  Tucker. 

I,  James  Tucker,  of  King's  Head  alley,  Sheerness,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  I  was  present  with  Henry  Barraclough  during  the  whole  time  he 
remained  on  board  the  steamship  Scylla,  late  her  Majesty's  steamer  Vic- 
tor, and  I  do  hereby  swear  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affidavit  of  Henry 
Barraclough  in  every  particular.  I  am  weU  satisfied  with  the  treatment 
I  received ;  have  been  paid :  and  have  no  objection  to  go  in  the  ship. 

JAMES  TUCKEE. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  3d  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Gommissioiier  to  Administer  Oaths,  &c. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FOEBIGN  Office,  December  5,  1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  transmitting  copies  of  depositions  relative  to  the  fitting 
out  of  the  steamer  Victor,  otherwise  Eappahannock,  at  Sheerness ;  and 
I  have  to  state  to  you  that  the  same  shall  be  considered  by  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  c6e.,  <&c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  558.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Becember  17, 1863. 

SiE :  I  continue  to  send  to  Lord  Russell  such  papers  as  are  furnished 
to  me,  showing  the  character  of  the  singular  profceeding  at  Sheerness. 
1  have  now  to  transmit  copies  of  my  notes  oi  the  12th  and  the  16th,  with 
their  inclosures.  I  have  very  little  doubt  of  the  complicity  of  the  higher 
authorities  in  the  dock  yard,  as  well  in  the  outfit  as  in  the  escape  of  the 
Victor. 

I  have  likewise  sent  to  Mr.  Dayton  copies  of  the  papers  inclosed  in 
those  notes.  They  serve  to  show  the  equivocal  character  of  the  steamer, 
which  the  French  government  seems  rather  precipitately  to  have  recog- 
nized. 

I  likewise  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Lord  Eussell  last 
evening,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  of  the  5th  instant.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  some  rather  stringent  action  is  in  contem- 
plation against  these  rebel  enterimses,  but  I  have  no  idea  what  it  is  to 
be. 

I  learn  that  the  whole  of  the  cargo  of  one  of  the  vessels  reported  to 
have  been  destroyed  by  the  Alabama  in  the  east  is  British  property,  and 
insured  in  London  for  fifteen  thousand  pounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevtabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  12, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  cojjy  of  another  deposi- 
tion, furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
London,  going  to  show  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  that  have  taken 
place  at  Sheerness,  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  her  Majesty's  steam- 
ship Victor. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon,  Eabl  Eussell,  <fec.,  tfcc,  (&c. 


Deposition  of  Richard  Spendiff. 

I,  Richard  Spendiff,  of  Brightman's  Court,  Mile  Towo,  Sheerness,  do 
hereby,  truly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear  that  I  am  a  laborer,  and  on 
Tuesday,  the  24th  November  last,  in  company  with  a  man  named  Ma- 
loney,  went  to  see  Mr.  Rumble,  (having  previously  seen  him  about 
going  to  work  on  board  the  Scylla,)  and  got  a  note  froni  him  (Mr.  Rum- 
ble) to  an  oflicer  on  board.    I  went  on  board  the  Scylla,  late  her  Majesty's 
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steamship  Victor,  in  Sheerness  harbor,  and  saw  the  captain,  a  person 
who  acted  as  agent,  and  Mr.  Rumble,  in  the  cabin.  They  offered  me  and 
others  £6  for  the  trial  trip,  which  we  refused.  Mr.  Rumble  said  he  thought 
it  was  quite  enough ;  but  we  wanted  £8.  This  they  agreed  to  give  each 
of  us,  and  £1  5s.  6d.  cash  to  pay  our  fares  home.  We  then  "signed  an 
agreement  to  go,  I  as  leading  stoker.  We  did  not  expect  to  go  for  some 
days,  but  in  consequence  of  something  that  occurred  we  went  to  sea 
that  night,  and  arrived  at  Calais  Wednesday  night,  and  went  into  har- 
bor the  next  day,  Thursday,  the  26th  l!fovember.  Soon  after  we  left 
Sheerness  the  ship's  name  was  painted  out  of  her  stern.  Her  Majesty's 
steamshijj  Victor,  while  in  ordinary,  used  to  lie  at  her  moorings  on  the 
west  shore,  Sheerness  harbor.  After  she  was  sold  she  went  into  the 
basin  in  the  dock  yard,  and  was  calked  all  over  except  her  lower  deck. 
This  took  about  ten  days.  She  then  went  back  to  her  old  moorings,  and 
remained  several  days ;  then  she  went  alongside  her  Majesty's  ship  Cum- 
berland, and  on  Saturday,  the  21st  November,  had  her  lower  masts  put 
in  from  off  that  ship,  (the  Cumberland.)  She  went  to  another  part  of 
the  harbor  off  a  place  called  Westminster.  This  was  more  convenient 
for  the  dock  yard  men  to  go  to  and  fro.  Some  of  her  stores,  rigging, 
provisions,  &c.,  were  put  on  board  from  sailing  barks  from  London,  as 
well  as  her  coals,  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  or'  thereabouts,  which  we 
stowed  in  her  bunke'rs.  The  water  (two  casks)  was  put  on  board  from 
the  dock  yard  sailing  tank  about  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  we 
sailed  at  night.  The  Victor,  or  Scylla,  had  six  boilers.  Only  five 
of  them  could  be  used  when  we  left,  and  on  the  run  two  others  broke 
down,  so  that  we  had  three  useless,  viz.,  the  high  and  low  port,  and  the 
high  starboard  boiler.  Wh  en  we  left  her  the  only  boilers  in  Avorking  order 
was  the  fighting  ones.  The  magazine  was  in  good  condition,  having 
been  repaired  since  she  was  sold.  The  eyebolts  to  work  her  broadside 
guns  were  in.  Her  lower  masts  were  not  wedged  after  having  been  put 
in  from  the  Cumberland;  her  standing  rigging  was  on  and  set  up,  but 
not  ratted  down.  She  had  no  sails  bent  when  she  left  the  port  of  Sheer- 
ness. She  had  about  eight  riggers  from  the  dock  yard  at  work  on  her 
rigging.  These  men  continued  to  work  on  her  rigging  during  her  run 
to  and  after  her  arrival  at  Calais.  Mr.  Eees,  the  master  rigger  of  Sheer- 
ness dock  yard,  was  on  board  when  we  left  ^heemess,  but  returned  in 
the  tug.  When  she  left  Sheerness  she  was  prepared  to  sling  hammocks 
for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the  hammock  hooks  being  in  their 
places  and  the  hammocks  on  board.  The  bedding  for  the  same  number 
of  hammocks,  with  blankets,  and  remaining  part  of  her  stores,  was  put 
on  board  from  the  tug-boat  that  towed  her  to  sea,  after  leaving  Sheer- 
ness, coming  alongside  for  that  purpose.  There  was  no  water  on  board 
for  a  voyage,  onjy  the  two  casks  before  named.  When  we  left  Sheer- 
ness I  consider  (with  my  experience  of  seventeen  years  in  the  navy)  she 
was  not  in  a  iit  state  to  go  to  sea.  When  we  arrived  at  Calais  a 
new  captain  came  on  board,  who  told  us  he  had  been  chief  mate  of  the 
Alabama.  He  ordered  all  hands  up  and  asked  us  if  we  would  enter  the 
/joufederate  service.  He  said  he  would  give  each  a  bounty  of  £10,  be- 
sides £S  per  month,  if  we  woiild  sign  articles  for  twelve  months.  He 
said  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war.  She  was  to  have  eight 
giins  and  was  to  go  to  the  Downs,  and  then  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  but 
that  we  might  have  to  fight  the  American  cruisers,  as  there  were  three 
of  them  outside  the  harbor  waiting  to  catch  us,  and  we  should  have  to 
fight  or  run.  He  said  his  ship,  the  Eappahaimock,  was  to  cruise  the 
same  as  the  Alabama  and  Florida,  and  that  we  were  to  cruise  for  prize 
money.    On  the  1st  December  eight  boUer-makers  went  over  to  Calais 
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from  the  dock  yard  to  work  on  board  the  ship.  There  were  some  men 
working  on  board  the  Scylla  as  stokers  before  I  joined  her.  They  came 
from  "Woolwich.    I  do  not  know  their  names. 

bis 

EICHAED  +  SPEKDIFP. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  Richard  Spendiff": 
Joshua  Nunn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Eichard  Spendiff,  at  my  ofBce,  No.  11  Birchen 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  8th  day  of  December,  1863,  the  wit- 
ness to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had  truly, 
distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  af&davit  of 
the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto.  Before 
me. 

WM.  MUREAT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  OatJis  in  Chancery. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  16, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  an  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  London,  together  with  an  official  copy  of  a  paper 
which  appears  to  prove  that  the  vessel  which  escaped  from ,  Sheerness 
the  other  day,  and  now  goes  under  the  name  of  the  Eappahannock  at 
Calais,  is  actually  owned  and  held  by  Robert  Gordon  Coleman,  a  British 
subject,  doing  business  at  No.  28  Clement's  lane. 

I  trust  I  need  not  point  out  to  your  lordship  that  this  proceeding  in- 
volves either  a  gross  fraud,  or  a  case  of  hostile  equipment  attempted  by 
one  of  her  Majesty's  subjects.  In  either  instance  I  cannot  permit  myself 
to-  doubt  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  take  suitable  measures  to 
sustain  the  neutrality  of  the  country  against  violation. 
.  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration mth  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl,  Eusselb,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  December  16, 1863. 
SiK  :  I  herewith  forward  to  you  an  official  copy  of  the  register  of  the 
privateer  Scylla,  or  Eappahannock.  You  will  notice  that  she  stands 
this  day  registered  at  the  jjroper  department, of  the  English  revenue 
service  as  a  British  ship.  There  has  been  no  legal  transfer,  and  the 
legal  ownership  at  3  o'clock  this  day  was  in  Eobert  Gordon  Coleman, 
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No.  28  Clement's  lane,  London.  So  far,  then,  as  the  true  ownership  is 
shown  by  the  papers  required  to  make  a  legal  transfer,  she  is  a  British 
privateer  under  the  rebel  flag. 

English  boiler-makers  from  Sheerness,  and  other  mechanics,  are  still 
at  work  fitting  her  out,  and  seamen  are  almost  daily  sent  to  her  from 
this  country  in  small  numbers  at  a  time. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  MOESE,  Consul 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister  at  London. 


Form  No.  219. 
Copy  register  for  transmission  to  chief  registrar  of  shipping. 

Oflcial  No.  of  ship 48554.        Name  of  ship,  Scylla. 

Port  No.  448.  Port  of  registry,  London.  British  or  foreign  built — British. 

Whether  a  sailing  or  steam-  )  ^        Where  built-in  the     ^^     ^^^^ 
ship :  if  steam,  how  pro-  >  o„^_,^        river  Thames,  for  -,  ok,,       ' 

pelled.  ^  screw.       S.M.  government.  ^^^'• 

No.,  date,  and  port  of  previous  registry,  (if  any.) 


No.  of  decks one. 

No.  of  masts three. 

Eigged bark. 

Stern square. 


Build  ., carvel. 

Gallery none. 

Head woman  figure. 

Framework wood. 


Tonnage. 

No.  of  tone. 

Tonnage  under  tonnage  deck 529.11 

Closed-in  spaces  above  the  tonnage  deck,  if  any,  viz :  space  or 

spaces  between  decks. 
Poop. 
Eound-house. 

Other  inclosed  spaces,  (if  any,)  naming  them.  

529.11 
Deduct  allowance  for  propelling  power :: 296.56 


Register  tonnage 232.55 


Measurements. 

Length  from  the  fore  part  of  the  stem,  under  the  bowsprit,  to  the  aft 
side  of  the  head  of  the  stern-post,  192  feet  7-lOths. 
Main  breadth  to  outside  of  plank,  29  feet  6-lOths. 
Depth  in  hold  from  tonnage  deck  to  ceiling,  at  midships,  14  feet  1-lOth. 

Additional  particulars  for  steamers. 

Tons. 

Deduction  for  space  required  for  propelling  power 296.56 

Length  of  engine-room,  (if  measured,)  73  feet4-10ths. 

No.  of  engines,  2. 

Combined  power,  estimated  horse-power,  350. 
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Names^  residence,  and  description  of  tlie  owners,  and  number  of  sixty  fourth 
shares  held  by  each  owner. 


Eobert  Gordon  Coleman,  of  28  Clement's  lane,  in  the  city  of  London, 
merchant,  64  shares. 

Bated  JJTovember  6, 1863. 

EDWAED  SHEPPAED,  Begistrar. 

N.  B. — To  be  addressed  in  an  envelope  to  the  chief  registrar  of  ship- 
ping, custom-house,  London. 

1  Em.  3  I  63— H.  &  S.  592. 

No.  219. — Copy  of  register  for  transmission  to  chief  registrar  of  shipping. 
Eeferences  to  transactions.  Changes  of  masters. 

(Issued  December  17, 1863.) 

1  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  copy  of  certificate  of  registry  to  be  a 
true  copy. 

H.  MAYO,  Registrar  General. 
Genekal  Ebgister  and  Eecoed  Office  of 

Sbajxcen  ajmd  Shipping,  London,  December  17, 1863. 


JEarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKEiGN  Office,  December  16, 1863. 

Sm :  The  circumstances  connected  with  the  sale  and  subsequent  re- 
moval from  Sheerness  of  the  vessel  now  called  the  Eappahannock,  but 
formerly  her  Majesty's  gun-vessel  Victor,  to  which  you  called  my  atten- 
tion in  your  letters  of  the  28th  of  November  and  5th  of  December,  have 
engaged  the  serious  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  are  fully  deter- 
mined to  take  such  steps  as  may  legally  be  within  their  power  to  put  in 
force  the  laws  of  this  country  against  any  persons  who  in  this  matter 
may  appear  to  have  transgressed  them. 

As  regards  the  other  vessels  which,  in  yqiir  letter  of  the  28th  of  No- 
vember, you  state  that  you  have  reason  to  believe  may  be  charged  with 
the  materials  for  the  armament,  and  possibly  with  a  portion  of  the  crew 
of  the  Eappahannock,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  col- 
lector of  customs  at  Plymouth  has  reported  that  the  Agrippina,  which 
arrived  at  that  port  wind-bound  on  the  20th  of  November,  sailed  again 
on  the  following  morning  for  Bermuda,  having  not  shipped  at  Plymouth 
either  cargo,  crew,  or  passengers,  and  with  her  hatches  battened  down 
and  her  boats  stowed  away  in  the  usual  manner  for  along  voyage. 

The  Harriet  Pinckney,  whose  destination  was  also  Bermuda,  put  into 
Plymouth  under  stress  of  weather  on  the  21st  of  November,  and  has 
been  obliged  to  discharge  her  cargo  there  in  order  to  obtain  necessary 
repairs,  the  completion  of  which  will  probably  require  considerable  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Charles  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &e.,  &c. 
47  A  C — VOL.  n 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  663.]  •  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  24,  1863. 
Sir  :.  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  this  place,  has  just  furnished  me  with 
a  number  of  depositions  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  at  Sheerness  in 
the  case  of  the  Scylla,  alias  Victor,  alias  Eappahannock.  I  thought 
them  so  strong  that  I  immediately  transmitted  them  to  Lord  Eussell, 
■with  a  note.    Copies  of  these  papers  are  subjoined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  23,  1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
this  port,  together  with  copies  of  seven  depositions  of  persons  who  tes- 
tify to  the  proceedings  connected  with  the  outfit  and  departure  of  the 
steamer  Scylla,  Victor,  or  Eappaha,nnock,  from  Sheerness,  and  her  later 
condition  at  Calais. 

It  is  with  the  most  profound  regret  that  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  entire  movement  has  been  conducted  with  the  connivance  and 
direct  aid  of  many  of  her  Majesty's  ofiBicers  stationed  within  the  royal 
dock  yard  at  Sheerness.  The  testimony  in  regard  to  the  masts  furnished 
from  the  Cumberland,  the  supply  of  water  and  some  other  stores,  the 
aid  of  a  government  pilot,  and  the  privity  of  many  of  the  officers  of 
the  yard  to  the  employment  of  the  hands,  appears  to  be  very  conclusive. 

The  agency  of  Mr.  Coleman,  a  British  subject,  and  the  apparent 
owner  of  a  vessel  now  pretending  to  claim  the  protection  of  the  French 
government  as  a  belligerent  ship  of  war,  seems  also  to  require  notice. 
Mr.  Coleman  is  thus  i^resented  as  a  person  carrying  on  war  with  the 
United  States;  or  else  he  is  making  himself  a  party  to  a  gross  fraud 
upon  the  government  of  France,  with  the  intent  to  violate  the  neu- 
trality enjoined  upon  him  by  her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

I  have  felt  it  my  painful  duty  to  bring  to  your  lordship's  notice  these 
particulars  of  this  most  extraordinary  case,  not  from  any  doubt  of  the 
determination  of  her  Majesty's  government,  already  signified  to  me,  to 
do  justice  in  the  matter,  but  from  a  sense  of  an  obligation  to  do  every- 
thing within  my  power  to  contribute  to  the  exposure  of  the  offenders. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FEA]S"CIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  EARL  EusSELL,  &c.,  <&c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  December  22, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  affidavits  of  Enoch  Cohen,  George  Hill, 
James  Nunn,  Charles  Newton,  James  Maloney,  William  O'Kelly,  and 
George  Bailey,  in  the  case  of  the  privateer  Victor,  Scylla,  or  Eappahan- 
nock. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  date  of  the  advance  note  given 
to  Charles  Bull,  a  seaman,  and  which  was,  some  days  after,  paid  by 
Eobert  Gordon  Coleman,  'So.  28  Clement's  lane,  London,  who  appears 
by  the  record  e^ddence  to  be  the  lawful  owner  of  the  privateer  Eappa- 
hannock,  now  under  the  confederate  flag.  The  Victor,  or  Scylla,  escaped 
from  Sheerness  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  November.  The  note 
was  given  when  the  man  Bull  was  shipped,  on  the  25th  of  November, 
and  was  paid  by  Coleman  on  the  11th  of  December.  So  far  as  any  re- 
corded evidence  shows  ownership,  the  legal  title  to  the  rebel  privateer 
Eappahannock  is  still  in  E.  G.  Coleman,  a  London  merchant.  The 
papers  herewith  and  previously  sent  to  you  prove  that  he  has  interested 
himself  in  supplying  his  corsair,  now  under  the  confederate  flag,  since 
she  left  Sheerness,  and  since  she  hoisted  that  flag,  with  a  large  number 
of  seamen.  Mr.  Coleman's  connection  with  the  purchase,  fitting,  and 
manning  of  the  Eappahannock  is  too  clearly  established  to  be  called  in 
question. 

Should  it  be  urged,  as  a  reason  for  not  making  any  effort  to  reclaim 
the  Eapiiahannock  as  a  piratical  British  ship  under  a  foreign  flag,  or  to 
prevent  her  fo'om  proceeding  to  sea  as  a  privateer,  that  an  English  ship 
can  be  sold  to  foreigners  without  a  cancelling  of  hei?  register  in  this 
country,  and  that  Mr.  Coleman  may  have  sold  her  since  she  left  this, 
country,  we  reply  that  so  far  as  is  known  he  is  still  the  owner ;  that 
the  legal  record  of  ownership  shows  her  to-day  to  be  an  English  ship, 
and  that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  authorities  here  to  ijrevent  her  from  pirati- 
cal acts,  or  to  show  that  all  title  to  her  has  legally  passed  from  citizens 
of  this  country  to  foreigners,  and  that  she  is  now  lawfully  held  by  such 
foreigners. 

It  is  a  question  of  some  interest  to  know  how,  in  the  present  state  of 
European  law  in  reference  to  privateers,  a  rebel  cruiser  can  commence 
her  piratical  career  from  a  European  port,  with  papers  that  will  be 
respected,  or  rather  that  ought  to  be  respected,  by  the  maritime  powers 
of  Europe.  Who  has  authority  to  issue  such  papers,  and  to  claim  for 
them  the  acknowledgment  and  respect  of  maritime  states  ? 

I  would  also  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  date  of  the  engage- 
ment with  the  boiler-makers,  at  the  Sheerness  dock  yard,  by  Engineer 
Eumble,  and  Mr.  Bagshaw,  a  foreinan  in  the  boiler  department,  in  which 
transaction  Mr.  Greathead,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  royal  navy,  also  par- 
ticipated, as  paymaster  to  the  families  of  the  men  at  Sheerness,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Eumble.  The  engagement  of  these  boiler-makers,  to  go 
to  Calais  to  repair  the  boilers  of  the  privateer  Eappahannock,  was  five 
or  six  days  after  that  steamer  left  Sheerness,  and  some  four  days  after 
her  arrival  at  the  port  of  Calais,  in  Prance,  under  the  rebel  flag,  and 
after  she  had  been  announced  in  the  newspapers  of  England  as  a  rebel 
privateer  escaped  from  an  English  port. 

Very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  C.  F.  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  &c. 


F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 
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Advance  note. 


£3  15s.  London,  November  25,  1863. 

Three  days  after  the  ship  S.  S.  Stella,  pro  tern.,  leaves  Downs,  pay  to 
the  order  of  Charles  Bull  (provided  he  sails  in  the  said  ship,  and  is 
duly  earning  his  wages  according  to  his  agreement)  the  sum  of  three 
pounds  fifteen  shillings,  being  one  month's  advance  of  wages. 

THOMAS  AI^fSOJT,  for  Master. 

Messrs.  G-oedon  &  Co. 

Payable  at  28  Clement's  lane,  city. 

The  seaman  must  write  his  name  on  the  back  hereof;  by  this  act  he 
will  understand  he  is  conveying  to  another  the  value  of  the  note.  If  he 
cannot  write,  his  mark  must  be  attested  by  a  witness,  not  the  discounter 
of  recipient. 

N.  B. — The  seaman  must  join  the  ship  at  the  time  appointed,  or  a 
substitute  will  be  engaged.    Ship  lying  in  or .    Time  to  join 


Sold  by  J.  Omer,  99  Meriones,  London,  Navigation  Office. 
Indorsed  at  back : 

his 

CHAELES  X  BULL. 

mark. 

"Witness : 

K  Cohen. 

This  is  the  paper  writing  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of  Enoch 
Cohen,  sworn  before  me  this  11th  day  of  December,  1863. 

JOHN  CASTLE  CANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  Unoch  Cohen. 

I,  Enoch  Cohen,  of  No.  9  Palmer  street,  Spitalflelds,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  the  foregoing  paper  writing  is  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of  an  original 
advance  note,  received  by  me  from  N.  Cohen,  tailor  and  outfitter,  of  Wells 
street.  Well  Close  Square,  to  collect,  the  said  note  having  been  given  to 
Charles  Bull,  able  seaman,  as  advance  for  wages  to  be  earned  on  board 
the  steamship  Stella,  or  Scylla,  or  Eappahannock,  then  lying  at  Calais. 
I  had  two  other  advance  notes  from  seamen  named  John  Dewslip,  A.  B., 
and  Abraham  Butler,  boy,  which  were  given  them  at  a  public  house  in 
Eoyal  Mint  street.  I  received  the  money  for  the  last  two  notes  at  the 
office  of  Mr.  Eobert  Gordon  Coleman,  28  Clement's  lane,  and  Charles 
Bull's  note  was  paid  me  at  Mr.  Pearson's  office,  No.  9  Clement's  lane,  by 
a  Mr.  Daley. 

ENOCH  COHEN. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  57  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this 
11th  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  George  mil, 

I,  George  Hill,  of  Hythe,  Kent,  sailmaker,  late  of  her  Majesty's  steam 
frigate  Emerald,  having  been  paid  off  from  that  ship  about  two  months 
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since,  do  solemnly  swear  that  in  the  beginning  of  3>rovember  last^  upon 
applying  to  Mr.  Rumble,  her  Majesty's  inspector  of  machinery  afloat  at 
Sheerness,  for  a  ship,  he  sent  me  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Scylla,  late 
her  Majesty's  screw  steamer  Victor,  to  wort  as  sailmaker.-  I  remained 
on  board  until  the  24th  of  November,  on  the  night  of  which  day  the  ship 
suddenly  left  for  Calais.  Upon  arriving  there,  another  captain  took 
command,  and  wanted  me  to  sign  articles,  at  £10  per  month,  in  her.  I 
was  then  told  that  she  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and  was  to  have 
had  £10  bounty.  I  refused  to  serve  in  her,  and  received  £3  only,  with 
which  to  return  to  London.  Several  of  the  men  who  joined  her  in  Calais 
signed  articles  there,  after  knowing  what  she  was.  When  1  joined  her 
she  had  no  masts  in  her.  They  were  afterwards  put  in  by  her  Majesty's 
ship  Cumberland.  The  Scylla  was  but  one-quarter  rigged,  and  not  in  a 
fit  state  to  go  to  sea,  her  rigging  not  being  rattled  down. 

GEORGE  HILL. 
Sworn  12th  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JQHK  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  James  Nunn. 

I,  James  Ifunn,  lately  residing  at  No.  2  Union  Row,  Sheerness,  able 
seaman,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  that  on  October  last,  while  at  work 
in  Sheerness  dock  yard,  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Rumble,  her  Majesty's  inspec- 
tor of  machinery  afloat  at  Sheerness,  to  join  the  screw  steamer  Scylla, 
of  London,  and  go  to  work  upon  her  at  once.  He  told  m^  she  was  a 
merchant  ship,  and  was  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  China  opium  trade.  I 
went  to  work  on  her,  at  his  recommendation.  She  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Ramsay.  On  the  24th  of  l^Tovember,  at  night,  she  sud- 
denly left  her  port,  and  on  the  following  day  put  into  Calais  harbor. 
Captain  Campbell  then  took  command,  and  I  was  told  by  him  that  she 
was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and  he  asked  me  to  join,  but  I  refused. 
Before  I  left  the  ship  forty  men  came  from  London  to  join  her,  but  they 
all  refused  *o  sign  articles  with  the  exception  of  seven,  who  remained  on 
board  and  signed  articles  there.  I  received  only  £2  10s.  for  my.month's 
work,  and  had  to  pay  my  carriage  back  to  this  port,  and  Captain  Camp- 
bell detained  my  discharge.  I  am  now  destitute,  and  cannot  obtain  a 
ship  in  consequence  of  his  detaining  my  discharge.  While  I  was  on 
board  she  was  taken  to  ISo.  3  dock,  Sheerness  dock  yard.  She  had 
her  bottom  scribed,  and  the  copper  repaired,  her  topsides  calked  and 
painted. 

JAMES  NUNN. 

Sworn,  &c.,  I2th  December,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 


•  Affidavit  of  Charles  Newton. 

I,  Charles  Newton,  of  Sheerness,  do  hereby  truly,  solemnly,  and  sin- 
cerely swear  that  I  went  to  work  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Scylla,  late 
her  Majesty's  screw  steamer  Victor,  at  Sheerness,  about  the  middle  of 
November,  having  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Howe,  who  paid  me  for  working 
on  board  3s.  &d.  per  day.  On  the  24th  N6vember  I  went  on  the  ship  at  6 
o'clock  in  the  evening  with  a  Trinity  pilot,  and  commenced  getting  the 
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wlieel  ready  and  other  preparations  for  going  to  sea.  At  abftut  7J  o'clock 
Mr.  Eeuben  Harvey,  the  government  pilot,  came  on  board  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  ship.  In  the  night  she  left  Sheerness  in  tow  bf  a  tug-boat. 
I  was  at  the  wheel,  and  received  orders  from  Mr.  Harvey ;  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  below  the  ISTore  the  ship  was  brought  up,  and  laid  there  till 
morning;  then  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to  Calais.  I  staid  by  her 
until  the  following  Wednesday.  Mr.  Eamsay  wanted  me  to  sign  articles, 
but  I  refused.  The  wages  were  too  low,  and  I  did  not  like  the  first  lieu- 
tenant. I  knew  she  was  a  confederate  man-of-war  when  I  was  asked  to 
sign  articles,  as  the  confederate  colors  were  sent  up  just  before  we  en- 
tered Calais  harbor.  I  did  not  know  which  service  she  was  for  when  I 
joined  her,  having  been  told  and  heard  it  talked  about  that  she  was  for  the 
opium  trade  or  confederate  service.  When  I  was  asked  to  sign  articles 
we  were  all  told  that  the  steamer  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and  that 
we  should  receive  prize  money  as  soon  as  we  had  taken  the  prizes.  The 
captain  said  we  were  to  fight  for  money,  and  he  was  going  to  fight  for  his 
country  and  his  home.  1  then  received  £3  Os.  M.  in  the  cabin,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Eumble  and  Mrs.  Eunible,  and  left  the  ship.  When  I 
first  went  on  board  the  water  police  were  upon  the  ship,  and  some  new 
government  warps  and  other  stores  were  on  board.  Mr.  Eees,  the  mas- 
ter rigger  of  Sheerness  dock  yard,  went  in  the  boat  with  me,  and  some 
riggers  were  at  work  on  board  from  the  dock  yard.  Mr.  Eees  had  ^vith 
Mm  a  black  bag,  with  some  stripped  blocks.  These  warps  and  blocks 
were  on  board  when  I  left  the  ship  at  Calais.  The  vessel  was  not  com- 
pletely rigged.  Her  masts  had  been  put  in  from  the  Cumberland,  but 
the  rigging  was  not  rattled  down.  Hammocks  were  on  board  in  bales, 
and  four  boats  were  received  on  board  from  the  tug-boat.  Before  we 
left  Sheerness  her  shell-room  and  magazines  were  up  and  in  good  con- 
dition. 

CHAELES  NEWTON. 
Sworn,  &c.,  21st  December,  1863,  before 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 

A  London  Commissioner. 


Affidavit  of  James  Moloney. 

I,  James  Maloney,  of  Sheerness,  fireman,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 
truly  swear  that  I  went  to  work  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Scylla,  late 
her  Majesty's  screw  steamer  Victor,  about  the  10th  November,  having 
been  engaged  by  Mr.  Eumble,  at  one  guinea  per  week  and  my  food. 
The  wages  were  paid  to  me  regularly  by  Mr.  Eumble,  at  his  house,  be- 
fore the  vessel  started  from  Sheerness.  I  was  working  on  board  as  fire- 
man, and  assisted  in  removing  stores,  &c.,  about  decks  until  the  day 
before  we  left,  when  I  commenced  working  in  the  engine-room.  On  the 
24th  November  a  gentleman,  who  had  arrived  from  London,  came  on 
board.  We  were  suddenly  ordered  away,  and  left  Sheerness  that  night, 
the  vessel  not  being  in  a  fit  condition  to  go  to  sea,  the  boilers  requiring 
new  tubing,  some  of  which  had  been  put  on  board .  at  Sheerness.  The 
rigging  was  not  rattled  down ;  she  had  no  sails  bent,  and  everything 
was  in  disorder.  A  large  number  of  new  hammocks  had  been  put  on 
board.  The  magazine  and  shell-rooms  were  in  good  condition,  but 
nothing  had  been  completed  fit  for  a  sea-going  ship.  Eight  riggers  were 
working  on  board  from  the  government  dock  yard  when  we  left  Sheer- 
ness. The  Scylla  was  towed  to  the  Nore,  and  anchored  a  little  below 
until  the  morning ;  then  steamed  to  Calais  harbor.   The  riggers  remained 
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on  board  two'  days  after  lier  arrival  at  Calais,  and  some  boiler-makers  were 
sent  from  Sheerness  dock  yard  to  work  on  board.  They  took  tbeir 
orders  from  Mr.  Eumble,  who  was  inspecting  the  machinery  there. 
He  came  over  with  his  wife  for  that  purpose,  I  should  think.  I  was 
called  aft,  with  aU  hands  on  board,  by  the  captain  upon  the  second 
day  after  we  arrived  at  Calais,  who  wanted  us  to  sign  articles.  He  read 
the  articles,  and  stated  that  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-Avar.  and 
that  we  were  to  fight  for  prize  money,  and  that  he  could  fight  for  love 
of  country.  1  refused  going,  as  the  wages  were  not  satisfactory.  Mr. 
Eamsay  had  promised  us  in  Sheerness  £8  per  month,  but  the  captain 
only  offered  £6  2s.  6d.  I  did  not  want  to  go  in  her  at  all  after  finding 
what  employment  we  Avere  wanted  for.  I  then  received  £2  2s.  6d.  and 
left  the  ship.  As  I  was  going  od  board  the  steamboat  to  return  to  Eng- 
land Mr.  Rumble  met  me  on  the  pier,  and  told  me  to  return  to  the  ScyUa 
and  go  to  work  with  the  boiler-mg^kers,  which  I  did  at  his  request,  and 
worked  for  fourteen  days.  I  was  only  paid  for  eight  days'  work.  When 
I  left  the  ship  the  boiler-makers  from  the  dock  yard  were  discharged,  and 
Mr.  Bonnie's  men  went  to  work,  Mr.  Rennie  having  taken  a  contract  to 
complete  the  boilers  and  machinery  and  fit  her  for  sea  service. 

his 

JAMES  +  MALONEY. 

_^^  mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  James  Maloney : 
Joshua  Niinn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  James  Maloney,  at  Ko.  5  White  Hart  court, 
Lombard  street,  London,  the  21st  December,  1863,  the  witness  to  the 
mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn,  &c.,  &c.,  before  me. 

J.  J.  ANDREW,  Commissioner,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  William  G'Kelly. 

I,  WiUiam  O'Kelly,  of  41  Smith  street.  Mile  End,  London,  do  truly 
and  solemnly  swear  that  on  the  24th  ^November  last  I  went  to  Sheerness 
to  make  inquiries  about  a  voyage,  hearing  that  Mr.  Rumble,  inspector 
of  machinery  afloat  of  her  Majesty's  dock  yard,  Sheerness,  was  engaging 
a  crew  for  a  steamer  called  the  Scylla,  formerly  her  Majesty's  screw 
steamer  Victor.  I  arrived  at  Sheemes's  at  9J  p.  m.  I  heard  the  steamer 
was  in  port,  but  not  ready  for  sea,  and  that  she  wanted  hands.  Early 
next  morning  I  found  that  she  had  gone  in  the  night,  having  left  in  great 
haste,  and  in  an  incomplete  state,  soon  after  midnight.  Not  believing 
she  had  gone  Jn  that  condition,  as  she  was  not  fitted  for  sea,  I  saw  Mr. 
Rumble  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  told  him  that  hearing  men  were 
wanted  for  the  Scylla,  I  had  come  down  to  ma,ke  inquiries  for  a  number  of 
seamen  who  were  in  want  of  a  ship.  He  said,  you  are  too  late,  for  the 
ship  has  gone,  but  that  she  still  wanted  about  twenty  men,  and  that  if 
I  would  caU  at  Mr.  Coleman's,  No.  9  Clement's  lane,  London,  the  next 
morning,  Thursday,  26th  November,  I  could  learn  more  particulars 
about  it,  and  perhaps  meet  him  there.  I  went  to  No.  9  Clement's  lane, 
according  to  appointment,  but  did  not  see  Mr.  Coleman  or  Mr.  Rumble. 
On  Saturday,  28th  November,  I  called  again  at  No.  9  Clement's  lane, 
but  found,  instead  of  Mr.  Coleman,  a' Mr.  Pearson.  I  told  him  that  I 
had  called  to  see  Mr.  Rumble  by  appointment,  but  had  been  unable  to 
find  him,  or  the  place,  as  he  gave  me  the  name  of  Coleman,  at  whose 
oface  I  was  to  call.  Mr.  Pearson  said,  Mr.  Rumble  is  here  now ;  would: 
you  like  to  see  him?    I  replied  yes,  and  Mr.  Rumble  came  out  from  an 
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inner  office.  I  told  him  I  Lad  come  respecting  the  men  1  spoke  to 
him  at  Sheerness  about.  He  asked  me  if  I  could  get  some  good  men, 
as  he  should  like  the  best  going,  but  would  not  like  to  give  an  order  at 
present.  I  said  I  would  call  again  in  a  few  days,  and  on  Thursday,  1st 
December,  I  went  agaiu  to  No.  9  Clement's  lane,  and  saw  Mr.  Eumble. 
He  informed  me  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ship  now ;  'and  said  she 
had  l^een  bought  by  Mr.  Pearson,  but  belonged  to  Mr.  Coleman,  as  Mr. 
Pearson  was  a  bankrupt,  and  unable  to  purchase  at  present,  and  that 
Mr.  Coleman  and'Mr.  Pearson  were  brothers-in-law.  After  some  further 
conversation  respecting  the  crew,  I  asked  him  where  the  captain  was  to 
be  found.  (Mr.  Eumble  had  told  me  that  he  had  nothing  further  to  do 
with  her,  and  that  Captain  Campbell  had  command  now.)  He  answered 
in  Calais,  and  advised  me  to  go  there  and  see  him  myself.  I  started 
same  night  by  train  at  8.35  p.  m.,  and  arrived  at  Calais  at  1  a.  m.  on 
the  2d  December.  At  daylight  I  went  down  to  the  pier,  and  spoke 
with  one  of  the  men  who  had  been  brought  from  London  to  join  the 
Scylla  the  night  before,  and  afterwards  spoke  with  one  of  the  men  from 
Woolwich,  who  came  to  join  her,  but  in  consequence  of  discovering  what 
she  was,  had  left  her,  as  nearly  all  had  done.  He  informed  me  that  all 
the  Woolwich  men  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Eumble.  Others  of  the 
crew  then  came  up  and  said  they  would  not  go  in  the  ship,  as  the  first 
lieutenant  had  been  on  the  lower  deck,  discharging  his  revolver  with 
blank  and  ball  cartridges,  and  swearing  that  he  would  shoot  the  first 
man  that  attempted  to  leave  the  ship;  and  all  appeared  much  disgusted 
with  the  treatment  they  received.  I  then  went  to  the  ship,  and  on  the 
pier  met  Mr.  Eumble  and  the  chief  mate,  Mr.  Eamsay.  Mr.  Eumble 
wanted  to  know  what  brought  me  to  Calais.  I  repeated  his  recommen- 
dation, and  he  then  said  Mr.  Eamsay  had  caused  him  all  the  trouble 
with  the  crew.  Mr.  Eumble  then  took  me  to  Meurice's  Hotel,  and  I 
saw  Captain  Campbell,  who  asked  my  business.  I  informed  him  that 
by  Mr.  Eumble's  advice  I  had  come  to  see  if  he  wanted  a  crew.  He  said 
he  should  not  require  a  crew  for  six  weeks,  but  afterwards  gave  me  to 
understand  I  should  do  the  business.  I  thanked  him  and  left  the  court 
yard,  and  was  joined  by  Mr.  Eumble.  In  the  course  of  conversation 
Mr.  Eumble  said,  Now  this  is  a  money-making  job,  and  we  must  work 
together,  and  share  the  profits,  to  which  I  agreed;  and  before  he  left 
he  gave  me  a  sovereign  to  help  me,  and  as  an  earnest  of  his  intentions, 
and  he  desired  me  to  meet  him  at  Mr.  Pearson's  office  on  Saturday,  the 
5th  December.  I  went,  and  after  waiting  about  nearly  all  day  did  not 
see  him,  neither  have  I  seen  him  since.  Before  leaving  Calais  Mr.  Eum- 
ble said  he  should  want  me  to  supply  about  forty  men.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  see  Mr.  Eumble  since,  having  been  confined  to  my  house  by  illness. 

WILLIAM  O'KELLY. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  at  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  21st  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
.A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Affidavit  of  George  Bailey. 

I,  George  Bailey,  of  Sheerness,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  truly  swear 
that  on  Monday,  the  30th  November,  I,  with  Thomas  Gifford,  William 
Barber,  WiUiam  Mitchell,  James  Morley,  Joseph  Govel,  WUliam  Ellis, 
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and  Joseph  Williams,  arranged  with  Mr.  Bagshaw,  the  leading  hand  of 
the  boiler-makers  afloat,  to  go  to  Calais  and  work  on  board  the  screw 
steamer  Eappahannock,  late  her  Majesty's  screw  steamer  Victor.  We 
went  with  him  to  Mr.  Eumble's  house.  He  went  in,  and  we  waited  out- 
side. He  brought  out  with  him  three  five-pound  notes  to  pay  our 
expenses  to  Calais.  We  thought  that  not  enough,  but  Mr.  Bagshaw 
said  he  had  asked  Mr.  Eumble  for  more,  but  could  not  obtain  it.  He 
said,  however,  that  those  who  wished  to  leave  a  note  of  hand  for  their 
wives  to  receive  might  do  so,  and  that  Mr.  Greathead,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  royal  navy,  would  pay  them  £2  each  on  the  following  Friday. 
Gifford,  Mitchell,  and  myself  left  orders  for  our  wives.  We  were  told 
that  the  job  would  take  from  ten  to  twelve  days  to  complete.  We 
applied  for  leave  of  absence  for  fourteen  days  to  Mr.  Baffey,  the  leading 
man  in  the  boiler-shops,  who  inquired  where  we  were  going,  and  was 
told  we  were  going  to  Calais  to  repair  the  boilers  of  the  Eappahannock. 
He  said,  "I  cannot  let  eight  of  the  best  men  in  the  shop  go  away  on 
leave  for  so  long  a  time,  as  I  have  so  much  work  on  h£(,nd  here,  which  I 
must  get  done  before  a  certain  day;"  but  that  he  would  see  Captain 
Wise,  the  superintendent  of  the  dock  yard  about  it.  Captain  Wise  said, 
If  they  go,  they  must  go  on  their  own  account.  ISTo  objection  was  made 
to  our  going,  and  we  received  no  advice  to  stay  away.  We  thought 
as  Mr.  Eumble  and  Mr.  Bagshaw  had  the  job  in  hand  it  would  be 
aU  right  when  we  got  back,  as  they  had  promised  to  get  us  leave  of 
absence.  If  I  had  thought  that  my  leaving  for  Calais  would  have 
endangered  my  place  in  the  dock  yard,  I  should  not  have  gone.  We 
went  the  next  day,  the  1st  of  December,  to  Calais,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Eumble.  Upon  arrival,  we  went  on  board  the  Eappahannock,^ 
and  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  chief  engineer,  showed  us  our  work.  There  were' 
no  tools  to  work  with  on  board,  but  we  were  informed  that  some  would 
come.  The  next  day  a  gentleman  brought  some  steel  drifts  on  board. 
That  is  all  the  tools  I  saw.  I  found  that  there  were  at  least  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  tubes  to  be  put  in,  the  old  ones  were  not  drawn  from 
the  boilers.  We  began  to  draw  them  at  once,  and  I  knew  that  it  would 
take  at  least  two  months  to  'fit  the  tubes  as  they  were  fitted  before,  or 
not  less  than" six  weeks,  in  the  quickest  and  least  expensive  manner,  so 
that  they  would  answer,  provided  all  the  boilers  were  new  tubed,  as  the 
chief  engineer  had  desired;  but  she  could  be  got  to  sea  in  a  less 
time  if  only  a  part  of  the  boilers  were  new  tubed.  ITot  feeling  sure  or 
comfortable,  after  staying  four  days,  I  left  Calais  for  Sheerness,  as  I 
thought  it  better  to  return  to  my  former  work.  When  I  arrived  at 
Dover,  I  found  Mr.  Eumble  had  returned  by  the  same  bo'at.  He  sent 
for  me  and  asked  my  reason  for  leaving  Calais,  and  wished  me  to  return, 
offering  me  £10  to  do  so.  I  asked  him  what  he  had  done  about  our  leave. 
He  said  he  knew  nothing  about  that,  but  that  it  would  be  all  right.  I 
refused  his  offer,  and  said  I  would  not  go  back  until  I  had  first  been 
home.  On  arriving  at  Sheerness,  I  applied  to  our  leading  man,  Mr. 
Baffey,  to  return  to  work.  He  informed  me  that  I  and  the  seven  men 
that  went  with  me  to  Calais  were  all  discharged,  by  order  from  the 
admiralty,  as  we  had  been  away  without  leave,  and  that  we  could  not 
be  readmitted.  I  found  that  Mr.  Greathead  had  sent  my  wife  the  £2,  as 
promised.  Mr.  Henry  Elmer,  the  third  engineer,  returned  on  Friday, 
the  11th  of  December,  and  he  has  since  told  me  that  he  had  left  the 
Eappahannock  because  they  wanted  to  humbug  him  respecting  the  pay. 
Mr.  Carr,  the  second  engineer,  has  also  left.  I  have  seen  him  since  his 
return.  It  would  have  taken  the  eight  men  at  least  two  months  to  com- 
plete the  repairs  on  the  Eappahannock,  if  they  had  been  provided  with 
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the  best  tools.  As  it  was,  they  could  not  have  done  it  at  all.  Other 
men  came  from  Mr.Eennie's  yard,  London,  and  took  the  job  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  dock  yard  men. 

GEOEGE  BAILEY. 

Sworn  at  London,  the  22d  of  December,  1863,  before 

JOHif  J.  ANDEEW, 

A  Commissioner,  &c. 


Earl  Mussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKBi&N  Office,  December  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  inclosing  further  papers  respecting  the  case  of  the 
Eappahaanock,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  same  shall  receive  the 
consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c,  &c.,  t&c. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  800.]        .  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  4, 1864.. 

Sir  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  17th  ultimo,  No.  558,  respecting  the  late 
transaction  at  Sheerness,  has  been  received,  and  is  approved.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  measures  to  be  taken  by  her  Majesty's  government  to 
which  you  refer  may  be  effected. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

CHAR.LES  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  808.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  3d  of  December  last  (No.  547)  has  been 
received,  together  with  the  copy  of  the  correspondence  which,  at  that 
date,  had  taken  place  between  yourself  and  Earl  Eussell  on  the  subject 
of  the  Eappahannock.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  not 
only  your  proceedings  mentioned  in  the  dispatch,  but  also  the  views 
and  suggestions  therein  contained,  in  regard  to  a  just  treatment  of  the 
case  of  the  Eappahannock,  and  kindred  subjects,  are  approved  by  the 
President. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles;  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.Adams. 

No.  813.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  14, 1864. 
Bnt:  Tour  dispatcli  of  December  24  (No.  563)  has  been  received, 
together  with  its  voluminous  and  effective  supplement  of  proofs  of  the 
abuse  of  the  British  and  international  laws  in  the  case  of  the  Eappahan- 
nock.  The  President  does  not  permit  himself  to  doubt  that  her  Majesty's 
government  will  promptly  apply  in  that  case  the  remedies  which  are 
within  its  power.  Unfortunately  the  special  remedies  in  single  cases 
must  necessarily  fail  to  remove  an  evil  that  has  its  source  in  a  general 
policy  that  is  radically  erroneous  and  anomalous. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chakles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  576.]  Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  15,  1864. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Russel, 
of  the  9th  Instant,  and  of  one  to  me  from  Mr.  Morse,  consul  at  Londonl 
of  the  6th,  with  four  additional  depositions  in  regard  to  the  steamship 

Victor,  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  of  the  same. 

******** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAJRLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  9, 1864. 

My  Loud  :  I  have  the  hondt  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  port, 
together  'with  copies  of  four  depositions  containing  further  evidence 
relating  to  the  proceedings  at  Sheerness,  in  the  case  of  the  steamship 
Victor, 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

'  CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  dtc,  &o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  January  6, 1864. 

Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  four  affidavits  in  the  Eappahannock  case. 
Tou  will  notice  that  two  of  them  are  given  by  English  sailors,  who  were 
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engaged  and  signed  an  agreement  of  some  sort  in  this  port  to  serve  on 
board  the  Eappahannock,  while  the  mere  form  of  placing  their  names  to 
the  articles  was  done  at  Calais,  though  the  obligation  to  do  so  was  made 
here.  Please  notice  also  that  the  French  authorities  at  Calais  are  aiding 
the  rebels  by  arresting  seamen  who  leave  the  ship; 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Chables  Pkancis  Adams,  &e.,  cfcc,  <6c. 


P.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 


Deposition  of  George  White. 

I,  George  White,  of  Liverpool,  leading  stoker,  do  solemnly,  sincerely, 
and  truly  swear  that  in  November  last  I  was  sent  for  by  a  Mend,  who 
informed  me  that  he  had  heard  of  a  good  thing,  and  one  that  would  pay 
well,  if  I  came  to  Sheerness.  I  went  to  Sheerness,  and  was  introduced 
to  Mr.  Ramsey,  who  sent  me  to  work  on  board  the  screw  steamship  Victor, 
then  lying  in  the  stream.  While  on  board  her  name  was  altered  to  Scylla. 
I  was  told  she  was  for  blockade-running.  After  remaining-  on  board 
about  fourteen  days,  during  which  time  her  masts  were  put  in  by  her 
Majesty's  ship  Cumberland,  she  suddenly  left  port.  We  had  no  notice 
of  her  leaving  until  two  hours  before  she  sailed.  The  fires  were  got  up, 
and  we  were  towed  out  of  the  harbor,  and  anchored  just  below  the  Nore 
light  for  the  night.  The  next  morning  steamed  for  Calais,  and  went  into 
the  harbor  and  made  fast  alongside.  Mr.  Rumble  and  Mr.  Ramsey  intro- 
duced all  the  working  hands  on  board  the  Scylla  that  left  Sheerness,  and 
none  of  them  would  have  gone  without  such  introduction.  After  arrival 
at  Calais  I,  with  J.  Brooks  and  Maloney,  was  employed  at  work  on  board. 
At  Sheerness  engine-room  stores  were  put  on  board  while  she  lay  in  the 
stream;  they  consisted  of  gauge-Cocks  for  the  boilers,  blocks,  and  other 
things,  having  the  government  mark  upon  them.  These  things  we  were 
ordered  to  bury  under  the  coal,  so  that  the  police  should  not  see  them. 
Both  Mr.  Rumble  and  Mr.  Ramsey  ordered  us  to  put  them  out  of  sight; 
they  are  on  board  the  Rappahannock  now.  Some  deserters  from  the 
ship  Ponnidable  are  serving  on  board  the  Rappahannock,  and  some  others 
whose  discharge  has  been  bought  for  them;  they  came  from  the  Cumber- 
land. Of  these  men  about  a  dozen  remaia  on  board.  Some  are  put  in 
irons  if  they  attempt  to  leave,  and  the  French  authorities  arrest  them, 
as  they  allow  £4  for  each  returned  deserter.  Mr.  Rennie's  men  are  still 
engaged  tubing  the  boilers.  The  ship  will  be  completed  and  fit  for  sea 
by  about  Saturdav  week  next. 

GEORGE  WHITE. 

Sworn  at  my  ofl&ee.  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  first  day  of  January,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  J,  ANDREW, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 

Deposition  of  Andrew  McEune. 

I,  Andrew  McEune,  of  Liverpool,  seaman,  do  hereby  truly  and  sol- 
emnly and  sincerely  swear  that  on  Tuesday,  December  — ,  I  went  to  a 
public  house  in  Sharp  street,  or  Royal  Mint  street,  and  saw  a  Mr.  Anson, 
who  engaged  me  to  join  the  Scylla,  then  lying  in  the  Downs.    I  signed 


THE   RAPPAHANNOCK.  749 

an  agreement  for  wages  at  the  rate  of  £3  15s.  per  month'.  Two  days 
after,  I,  with  about  thirty  others,  was  taken  by  express  train  to  .Dover, 
and  from  thence  to  Calais ;  after  arrival  at  Calais,  we  went  on  board  the 
ship.  After  remaining  two  flays,  some  of  the  men  made  a  disturbance, 
and  we  were  all  sent  ashore.  The,captain  then  came  and  picked  some  of 
us  out,  and  the  next  morning  I  signed  articles,  and  was  to  have  had  £10 
bounty.  Captain  Campbell  told  me  he  would  keep  that  in  the  strong 
chest  for  me.  I  have  not  received  that  yet.  The  articles  we  signed  were 
"to  join  the  confederate  service;  to  receive  prize  money,  which  was  to 
be  paid  down  by  the  captain  when  the  prizes  were  taken,  and  the  wages 
were  to  be  £4  8s.  per  month."  They  also  promised  us  four  shillings  a 
day  while  in  port,  besides  our  bounty,  and  leave  every  Saturday  night. 
This  we  did  not  get,  and  when  we  complained  they  threatened  to  put  us 
in  irons.  One  man  was  put  in  irons  last  Sunday,  and  remains  so  now. 
He  wanted  to  leave. 

Yesterday  I  got  liberty  and  received  ten  francs.  I  then  left  the  ship 
and  went  on  board  the  steamer  to  return  to  England,  finding  I  was  not 
sure  of  my  wages,  and  not  liking  the  treatment  I  received  on  board. 
There  are  some  men-of-war's  men  on  board  from  the  English  service. 
Some  deserted  and  two  or  three  had  their  discharge  paid  for  them.  They 
are  seaman  gunners.  * 

ANDEBW  McEXmE. 

Sworn  at  my  ofilce,  No.  5  White  Hart  Court^  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  1st  day  of  January,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  J,  ANDPEW, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 


Deposition  of  William  Mewson. 

I,  William  Hewson,  of  Plymouth,  able  seaman,  do  hereby  solemnly, 
sincerely,  and  truly  swear  that  on  Tuesday,  December — ,  I  went  to  a 
public  house  in  Sharp  street,  or  Eoyal  Mint  street,  and  saw  Mr.  Anson, 
who  shipped  me  for  the  screw  steamship  Scylla,  of  London,  to  run  the 
blockade,  at  the  rate  of  £3  15s.  per  month  wages.  I  was  taken  from 
London  by  the  train  for  Dover,  and  from  thence  to  Calais.  On  arrival 
there  I  was  not  allowed  on  board  the  ship,  which  was  at  the  pier,  for  two 
hours.  I  was  then  called  aft,  and  Captain  Campbell  called  several  of  us 
aft,  and  picked  out  the  Englishmen,  whom  he  thought  were  good  men, 
about  twelve  in  number.  He  promised  me  four  shillings  a  day  to  assist 
to  get  the  ship  out,  and  that  he  would  give  me  on  the  following  Saturday 
£10  bounty.  I  sigiied  articles  at  £4  8s.  per  month,  which  was  to  remain 
until  I  was  rated  as  gunner's  mate,  and  then  I  was  to  have, higher  wages, 
with  prize  money  and  other  advantages.  I  staid  by  the  ship,  but  did 
not  get  the  bounty,  and  only  ten  francs  during  the  five  weeks  I  remained 
by  her.  Seeing  how  things  were  going  to  be,  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
leave.  Suspecting  my  design,  the  first  officer  and  second  officer  threat- 
ened me,  and  put  a  revolver  to  my  mouth,  and  another  to  my  eye  And 
I  feel  assured  that  they  would  have  sh(Jt  me  had  I  attempted  to  leave. 
I  was  with  another  locked  up  in  a  water-closet  for  five  days,  and  our  food 
was  brought  to  us  there.  It  was  not  fit  for  a  dog  to  be  in.  I  at  last  got 
liberty  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  received  the  ten  francs  named  before, 
and  immediately  went  on  board  the  steamer  and  returned  to  Dover, 
from  thence  to  London.  There  were  nine  or  more  men-of-war's  men  on 
board,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  deserters  from  Sheerness.    They  would 
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desert  from  tlie  Rappahannock  if  they  could  get  on  shore,  but  they  are 
refused  leave. 

.      WILLIAM  HEWSON. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  .Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  1st  January,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  <fec.,  &c. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Bryant. 

I,  Thomas  Bryant,  of  London,  fireman,  do  hereby  truly,  sincerely,  and 
solemnly  swear  that  on  the  23d  of  December  last  I  went  to  John  Seymour's, 
Wellclose  square,  and  agreed  with  him  to  join  the  steamer  lying  at  Calais, 
and  signed  a  paper,  so  that  if  I  went  to  the  ship  he  would  draw  thirty- 
two  dollars  advance  for  me.  I  understood  them  as  articles,  and  the 
wages  were  to  be  at  the  rate  of  thirty-two  dollars  per  month;  on  Christ- 
mas morniyg,  at  two  o'clock,  I  went  to  London  bridge  with  my  boarding- 
house  keeper,  and  saw  ten  men  go  off  to  France  by  the  Boulogne  boat. 
While  there  I  was  told  the  name  of  the  steamer  at  Calais  was  the  Rap- 
pahannock, and  that  she  was  a  confederate  cruiser.  After  I  heard  that, 
I  refused  to  go  in  her,  and  told  Seymour  so  on  the  pier  at  London  bridge, 
and  I  have  not  seen  him  since.  Seymour  knew  I  was  an  Englishman, 
and  wanted  me  to  sign  as  a  Dutchman,  which  I. declined. 

his 

THOMAS  X  BRYANT. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  sign  or  mark  of  Thomas  Bryant: 
Joshua  Majmn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Bryant,  at  No.  5  White  Hart  Court, 
Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  5th  day  of  January,  1864,  the 
witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had  truly, 
distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  afiQdavit  to 
the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto.  Before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  11, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  farther  depositions  relative  to  the  steam- 
ship Victor,  otherwise  Rappahannock,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
these  papers  have  been  communicated  to  the  proper  department  of  her 
Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <fcc.,  <fcc.  ^ . 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
.     [Extract.] 

No.  645.]   ,  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8, 1864. 
gjjj.  *  #  *  *  #  *'*  « 

I  have  likewise  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Eussell  on  the  basis 
of  .two  depositions  forwarded  from  Liverpool  by  Mr.  Dudley,  further 
remonstrating  against  the  enlistment  of  men  by  the  insurgent  agents  at 
that  place.  Copies  of  these  papers  and  of  Lord  Eussell's  acknowledg- 
ment are  annexed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Houi  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  5,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
and  of  two  depositions,  showing  the  continued  agency  of  the  house  of 
Jones  &  Co.,  British  subjects,  in  enlistments  and  payment  of  British 
subjects  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances,  tScc,  t&c, 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  &o.,  &c.,  i&c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  2, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  find  inclosed  copies  of  two  afftdavits,  one  of  Catharine 
Pratt,  the  other  of  Catharine  Dow,  wives  of  two  of  the  men  who  were 
taken  Irom  Liverpool  and  enlisted  on  the  confederate  steamer  Eappa- 
hannock,  now  at  Calais.  These,  affidavits  show  that  the  house  of  Jones 
&  Co.,  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  are  implicated  as  well  in  enlisting 
the  men  for  this  vessel  as  they  were  for  the  steamer  Japan,  now  called 
the  Georgia. 

The  husbands  of  these  women,  are  now  in  Liverpool.    They  teU  me 
Mr.  Morse  took  their  statements;  hence  I  have  not. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

Minister  of  the  United  States. 


■   Deposition  of  Catharine  Pratt. 

I  Catharine  Pratt,  of  Llewellyn  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  make  oath  and   say:  I  am  the  wife   of  John  Pratt,  of  9 
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Llewellyn  street  aforesaid,  fireman.  On  the  7tli  February  last  my  hus- 
band informed  me  that  he  was  going  to  London  to  join  a  steamer  bound 
for  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  following  night  he  left  Liverpool  for 
London  with  Welsh,  Cunningham,  Buchanan,  and  others.  I  learned 
from  the  wife  of  one  of  the  engineers  who  Tiad  gone  with  my  husband 
that  they  had  gone  from  London  to  Calais  to  join  the  steamer  Eappa- 
hannock,  and  I  wrote  to  my  husband  to  let  me  know  where  he  was  going 
to,  and  I  received  a  letter  from  him  that  he  had  joined  the  Eappahan- 
nock  for  twelve  months,  not  to  exceed  two  years,  at  £16 19s.  lOd.  a  month, 
and  had  got  one  month's  advance,  and  directing  me  to  call  at  Jones  & 
Co.'s  of&ce,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  where  they  would  pay  me  the 
advance  and  the  half  pay.  I  called  at  Jones's  oflce  on  the  28th  of  March 
last,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Welsh  and  Mrs.  Dow,  and  we  saw  the  cashier, 
and  Mrs.  Dow  told  him  that  we  had  called  for  our  half  pay,  when  he 
referred  to  a  roll  of  paper  and  said  that  our  names  were  down,  hut  that 
he  could  not  pay  us  then,  as  he  had  not  received  orders  from  Paris,  and 
directed  us  to  call  again  on  the  31st  March.  We  called  again  on  the 
31st  March,  when  we  saw  Mr.  Jones,  and  told  him  that  we  had  called 
for  our  pay,  when  he  said  that  he  had  not  received  orders  from  Paris  yet 
to  pay  us,  and  did  not  give  us  any  definite  answer  when  we  were  to  call 
again  for  it. 

The  mark  of 

X 
CATHAEINE  PRATT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  Ihe  county  of  Lancaster,  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1864,  this  afadavit  having,  in  my  presence,  been  previously  read  over  to 
the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  made 
her  mark  thereto  in  my  presence.    Before  me. 

HENEY  C.  DTJlsCAX, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  the  County. 


Deposition  of  Catharine  Dow. 

I,  Catharine  Dow,  of  5  Llewellyn  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  make  oath  and  say,  as  follows:  I  am  the  wife  of  John  Dow, 
fireman.  On  the  7th  February  last  my  husband  informed  me  that  he 
was  going  to  London  to  join  a  steamer  bound  for  the  West  Indies,  and 
on  the  following  evening  he  left  Liverpool  for  London,  in  company  with 
Welsh,  Cunningham,  Buchanan,  and  others.  Not  having  heard  from 
my  husband,  I  made  inquiries  of  the  wife  of  one  of  the  engineers  who 
had  gone  with  him,  who  informed  me  that  they  had  gone  from  London 
to  Calais  to  join  the  steamer  Eappahannock,  and  I  wrote  to  my  husband 
to  let  me  know  where  he  was  going  to,  and  received  a  reply  informing 
me  that  he  had  joined  the  steamer  Eappahannock  for  twelve  months, 
not  to  exceed  two  years,  at  £6  19s.  and  lOd.  a  month,  and  had  received 
one  month's  advance,  and  directed  me  to  call  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  ofiice. 
Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  where  I  would  be  paid.  I  called  at  Jones's  ofidce 
about  the  28th  of  March,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Welsh  and  Mrs.  Pratt, 
when  we  saw  the  cashier,  when  we  told  him  that  we  had  called  for  our 
half  pay,  when  he  referred  to  a  roll  of  paper  and  said  that  our  names 
were  down,  but  that  he  could  not  pay  us  then,  as  he  had  not  received 
instructions  from  Paris  to  do  so,  and  directed  us  to  call  again  on  the  31st 
of  March.    We  called  again,  as  directed,  on  Thursday  last,  the  31st 
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March,  when  we  saw  Mr.  Jones,  and  told  him  that  we  had  called  for  our 
husband's  half  pay,  when  he  said  he  had  not  yet  received  orders  from 
Paris  to  pay  it.  We  then  asked  him  when  we  should  call  again  for  it,  but 
he  did  not  give  us  any  definite  answer, 

OATHAErtsTE  DOW. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid  this  2d  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 

HEIfTEY  O.  DimOAN, 

A  Commissioner,  tfec,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

FoKEiGN  Office,  Afril  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday's date,  inclosing  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  consul 
at  Liverpool,  and  two  afQdavits  relative  to  the  part  taken  by  Messrs. 
Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  in  enlisting  men  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

ETJSSELL. 

Chables  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  tfcc,  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  672.]  LEaATiON  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord. 
Eussell  of  the  16th  instant,  referred  to  in  my  No.  667  of  last  week,  and 
likewise  copies  of  Mr.  Morse's  note  to  me,  and  of  the  twenty-one  deposir 
tions  alluded  to  in  it.  His  lordship  has  sent  me  an  acknowledgment 
dated  the  18th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  sent. 

The  London  Times  of  Tuesday,  the  25th  instant,  contains  a  report  of 
the  preliminary  judicial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Eumble,  to  whom 
many  of  these  depositions  refer.  J  transmit  a  copy  for  your  considera- 
tion. The  charge  of  Judge  Crompton  seems  to  favor  a  just  construction 
of  the  enlistment  act.  It  is,  nevertheless,  rather  doubtful  whether  Mr. 
Eumble,  though  unquestionably  guilty  of  all  and  more  than  aU  that  is, 

charged,  will  be  convicted. 

#  #  #  *.*  •  *  #  *. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Sep-etary  of  State. 

[Dispatch  No.  667,  above  referred  to,  is  printed  under  "  Enfercement 
of  Neutrality,"  subdivision  "  Federal  Eecruiting  in  Ireland,"  Vol.  II,  p. 
451.  For  report  of  trial  of  Mr.  Eumble  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.] 

48  A  c— VOL.  II 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Mussell. 

Legation  op  the  Uniteb  States, 

London,  April  16, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  Tionor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  portions  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
this  port,  and  likewise  copies  of  depositions  of  twenty-one  persons,  mostly 
British  subjects,  who  have  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents 
at  various  places  in  this  kingdom.  The  originals  of  all  these  papers 
have  been  submitted  to  my  examination.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
these  are  but  a  smaU  portion  of  the  number  who  stand  ready  to  attest 
to  the  truth  of  the  same  facts,  if  there  were  any  need  to  multiply  testi- 
mony to  convince  your  lordship  of  what  has  been  long  notorious. 

When  I  remember  how  promptly  her  Majesty's  government  has  done 
me  the  honor  to  call  for  explanations  ia  the  only  case  in  which  any  alle- 
gation of  the  kind,  sustained  by  evidence,  has  been  made  against  persons 
in  the  employment  of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  but  permit  myself  the 
hope  that  the  exercise  of  similar  energy  may  have  some  effect  in  putting 
a  check  on  what  is  plainly  a  systematic  plan  by  insurgent  emissaries 
and  their  British  allies  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  kingdom, 
to  the  injury  of  a  country  with  which  it  is  at  peace.  ' 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

OHAiiLES  FEAlfOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  &c.,  &c.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  April  12,  1864. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  those  heretofore  forwarded  to  you,  I  herewith 
inclose  the  affidavits  of  twenty-one  persons,  seamen  and  firemen,  nearly 
all  of  whom  are  British  subjects,  who  engaged  to  go  in  and  serve  on 
board  the  rebel  privateer  Eappahannock,  but  who  made  their  escape  from 
her  and  returned  to  this  port.  They  were  all  engaged  in  and  sent  from 
this  country  by  persons  residing  ia  it,  and  who  are.probably  citizens  and 
subjects  therof. 

Permit  me  to  ask  your  special  attention  to  a  few  of  these  affidavits, 
though  all  are  of  importance.  That  of  Eobert  Sadd  shows  that  he,  an 
Englishman,  was  engaged  by  John  Seymgur,  of  London,  to  go  to  and 
serve  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  Eappahannock,  and  where  and  lijy  whom 
his  half  pay  was  to  be  paid.  It  also  shows  the  large  number  of  English  sail- 
ors who  applied  to  Seymour  for  service  on  board  the  ship  at  Calais  in 
one  day.  The  affidavit  of  Joseph  Sullivan  proves  that  he,  also  an  EngHsh- 
man,  was  shipped  or  engaged  to  serve  on  board  the  rebel  privateer 
Eappahannock,  then  and  now  in  the  port  of  Calais,  Prance,  by  John  Sey- 
mour, and  that,  at  the  time  and  place  where  he  and  eight  other  English 
subjects  were  engaged  so  to  serve,  there  were  four  persons  present  who 
advised  and  aided  Seymour  in  procuring  men  for  the  privateer  Eapphan- 
nock.    These  four  persons  were  probably,  as  Sullivan  thought  or  knew, 
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officers  from  the  Eappahannock,  as  such,  persons  were  known  to  be  in 
London  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  seamen  and  firemen  for  said  vessel. 

The  affidavit  signed  by  Edward  Smith,  Dennis  Connell,  and  James 
Grace  shows  that  they  were  shipped  or  engaged  by  Seymour.  This  affi- 
davit has  a  copy  of  such  an  engagement  as  they  made  and  signed  at  Sey- 
mour's attached.  They  are  all  British  subjects,  and  went  to  Calais  in 
partial  fulfillment  of  their  agreement,  and  saw  the  ship  they,  with  others, 
were  engaged  for,  the  Eappahannock,  but  would  not  go  on  board,  and 
returned  to  London. 

The  affidavit  of  James  Graham  and  eight  others  of  Liverpool,  all  fire- 
men and  British  subjects,  shows  that  he  and  the  other  eight  were  engaged 
and  taken  to  Calais  to  the  steamer  Eappahannock  by  William  A.  Brad- 
shaw  and  Joseph  Buchanan,  engineers  of  Liverpool,  also  British  subjects, 
and  were  turned  over  to  Captain  WUliam  V.  A.  Campbell,  the  commander 
of  the  privateer  Eappahannock.  To  Graham's  affidavit  is  attached  the 
original  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  Buchanan  and  Bradshaw  as  assist- 
ant engineers  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  navy.  To  this  affidavit 
is  also  attached  a  certificate  of  an  allotment  of  monthly  pay  for  the  period 
of  twenty-four  months.  The  allotment  of  thirty  dollars  per  month  was 
to  be  paidto  the  family  of  Joseph  Buchanan  by  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool.'  These  certificates  are  all  signed  by  William  V.  A.  Campbell, 
the  commander  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  vessel  of  war  Eappa- 
hannock. 

Several  of  these  affidavits  show  that  confederate  agents  have  engaged 
men  for  the  rebel  service  in  several  of  the  maritime  ports  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. I  have  other  information  which  entirely  satisfies  me  that  such 
agents  are  now,  and  have  for  some  time  been,  actively  engaged  in  pro- 
curing and  sending  to  continental  ports  English  subjects  for  the  rebel 
service,  from  aU  the  principal  maritime  ports  in  this  country.  The  sea- 
men, firemen,  &c.,  are  sent  away  in  smaU  numbers  at  a  time,  from  the 
several  ports  to  some  confederate  vessel,  in  charge  of  shipping-masters, 
sailor  boarding-house  keepers,  or  other  persons  employed  to  engage  them. 
It  is  plain  that  aU  the  parties  to  these  transactions  have  acted  and  are 
acting  in  open  violation  of  the  2d  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

It  is  an  established  fact  that  the  confederates  have  sent,  and  are  now 
sending,  British  seamen,  firemen,  engineers,  stewards,  cooks,  and  other 
persons,  to  man  the  privateers  recently  repaired  and  fitted  out  in  French 
ports,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  they  are  not 
only  collecting  such  persons  to  man  privateers,  or  vessels  to  be  used  as 
such,  especially  onenow  about  ready  to  leave  the  Clyde,  which  they  expect 
soon  to  get  out,  but.  also  that  they  are  sending  a  surplus  of  men  out  on 
many  blockade-runners,  in  the  hope  of  securing  them  for  service  on  the 
ships  of  war  they  are  completing  in  some  of  the  southern  ports.  They 
now  have  their  agents  and  runners  in  most  of  the  outposts  of  this  coun- 
try, especially  those  located  on  the  English  channel,  collecting  and 
engaging  men  for  the  rebel  service,  and  sending  them  away  very  quietly, 
one  or  more  at  a  time,  as  they  can  engage  them,  and  as  they  can  be  got 
away  without  attracting  unusual  attention.  Both  the  men  engaged  and 
leaving  for  such  purposes,  and  the  persons  through  whose  instrumental- 
ity they  are  engaged  or  sent  away,  are  iu  this  respect  acting  in  direct 
and  open  violation  of  the  very  letter  of  the  2d  section  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  and  for  so  acting  are  liable  to  the  penalty  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  foreign,  enlistment  act  forbids  any  master  or 
owner  of  a  vessel  from  knowingly  taking,  or  engaging  to  take,  on  board. 
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as  passengers  or  otherwise,  any  persons  wlio  are  leaving  any  port  of  the 
British  dominions,  with  the  intention  of  entering  into  any  foreign  service, 
or  who  have  engaged  to  enter  such  service  against  the  provisions  of  said 
act;  and  any  master  or  owner  so  offending  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  fifty 
pounds  for  each  person  so  taken  on  board,  or  engaged  to  be  so  taken ; 
and  the  vessel  may  be  seized  and  detained  until  the  penalties  are  paid. 
There  are  but  few  steamers  plying  between  these  islands  and  the  French 
coast  not  liable  to  seizure  under  this  section,  for  nearly  all  have,  at  some 
time  within  the  last  four  or  five  months,  carried  men  from  this  country 
to  some  one  of  the  rebel  cruisers  which  have,  within  this  time,  been 
repaired  and  fitted  in  French  ports.  "WTiile  this  contraband  passenger 
trade  has  been  principally  carried  on  by  the  boats  running  from  London, 
Dover,  and  Folkestone  to  French  ports,  other  lines  and  transient  boats 
have  not  been  neglected. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 
Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  t&c,  (fee,  cfec. 


Affidavit  of  Robert  Sadd. 

I,  Eobert  Sadd,  of  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 
truly  swear  that  on  Thursday  morning  last,  7th  of  April,  I  went  to 
John  Seymour's  house,  Wellclose  square,  hearing  that  he  was  engaging 
firemen.  I  saw  him,  and  he  told  me  to  come  at  3  o'clock,  as  Jbie  was 
going  out.  At  3  o'clock  I,  with  about  twenty  or  thirty  others,  all  Brit- 
ish subjects,  went  there,  and  as  so  many  had  been  promised  he  could  not 
engage  me  then.  On  the  next  morning,  Friday,  8th  April,  I  went  again 
to  Seymour's  and  saw  him;  I  asked  him  if  he  had  got  all  his  firemen,  or 
if  he  wanted  more.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  a  discharge ;  I  said  yes.  He 
said  he  wanted  a  new  one.  I  told  him  I  had  two.  He  took  both  'up  to 
the  city,  or  ofiice,  as  he  called  it,  witfh  him.  I  do  not  know  where  he 
took  them.  I  asked,  him  how  we  were  going  to  Calais.  He  said,  as  he 
must  not  be  seen  in  it,  his  young  man  would  pay  our  passage  down,  and 
he  would  pay  him  again.  We  asked  what  wages  or  advance  we  were  to 
have.  He  said  we  were  to  have  4s.  a  day  while  working  on  board  in 
dock  until  ready  to  go  away,  and  then  we  were  to  have  bounty -money  and 
wages,  and  that  would  be  paid  by  check  at  Liverpool,  so  that  we  could 
send  it  up  to  our  friends.  I  was  to  meet  him  again  between  four  and 
five  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon.  I  went  and  saw  him.  He  gave  me 
back  my  two  discharges,  and  said  I  should  have  to  show  them  when  I 
got  to  Calais,  and  that  I  was  to  be  up  at  his  place  at  ten  o'clock  this 
morning  to  go  by  the  boat  to  Calais.  I  went  to  the  boat,  but  from  some 
remarks  I  heard  while  on  the  wharf  would  not  go.  I  was  not  aware 
before  of  the  ship's  name,  or  the  service  we  were  required  for;  had  I 
known  of  it  when  Seymour  first  spoke  to  me,  I  would  not  haVe  promised 
to  go  at  all.  The  ship  proved  to  be  the  confederate  steamer  Rappahan- 
nock. 

EOBERT  SADD. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  ofQce,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city 
of  London,  this  the  9th  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 
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Affidavit  of  Joseph  Sullivan. 

I,  Joseph  SuUivan,  of  London,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  was  born  in 
Bristol,  England,  and  am  by  trade  a  fireman.  On  Tuesday  night  last  (5th 
of  April)  I  was  coming  up  Eatcliff  highway ;  I  met  John  Seymour,  ship- 
ping-master of  WeUclose  square.  He  asked  me  to  drink ;  we  went  into  the 
Cock  and  Neptune,  corner  of  Keptune  street  and  the  highway.  When 
there  he  asked  me  if  I  would  get  him  twelve  or  fourteen  men,  as  firemen, 
for  a  ship  in  Calais.  I  said  I  could,  and  he  told  me  to  get  them,  and  said 
he  would  give  me  plenty  of  money  in  Calais,  but  none  here  in  London. 
I  went  to  John  Seymour's  house,  in  WeUclose  square,  with  the  follow- 
ing, myself  as  leading  stoker:  John  Lacy,  David  Cornell,  James  Grace, 
Edward  Smith,  Peter  Eyau,  James  Lacy,  Bartholomew  Walsh,  Owen 
DriscoU,  Samuel  Theater,  John  Howell,  and  Thomas  Day,  stokers.  He 
asked  me  for  a  discharge  of  each  man;  I  took  them  all  with  me  and 
gave  them  to  him.  He  (Seymour)  then  took  me  to  the  parlor  of  the 
King's  Arms,  and  I  had  an  interview  with  four  gentlemen.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  asked  me  if  I  conld  procure  the  men  (meaning  the  firemen 
and  seamen)  that  Seymour  required,  but  they  must  be  all  British  sub- 
jects, and  that  if  I  would  I  should  be  well  rewarded  when  I  got  to  Calais. 
He  then  asked  me  if  the  men  were  with  us  whose  names  were  on  the  list; 
I  answered  they  were,  and  produced  the  discharge  of  each  man  as  his 
name  was  read  by  the  gentleman  or  officer  of  the  ship,  and  Seymour 
kept  them.  The  four  gentlemen  whom  I  had  an  interview  with  I  sup- 
posed to  be  officers  belonging  to  the  ship  to  which  I  was  to  be  sent.  I 
was  then  told  to  go  to  the  bar  and  have  what  I  liked  to  drink,  and  Sey- 
mour told  me  to  come  at  eight  o'clock  at  night  and  he  would  give  me 
back  the  discharges.  When  I  went  to  his  house  at  eight  o'clock,  he 
called  me  into  the  parlor,  and  gave  me  back  twelve  discharges,  and  told  me 
to  pick  six  of  them  to  go  away  on  Friday  morning,  from  London  Bridge 
station,  which  I  did.  On  Friday  morning,  8th  of  April,  at  half  past  five 
o'clock,  I,  with  five  men,  went  to  Seymour's  house,  and  left  at  six  o'clock 
for  London  Bridge  station,  arriving  there  at  seven  o'clock.  While  at 
the  station  waiting  for  Mr.  Seymour,  who  was -to  pay  our  passage  to 
Dover,  I  asked  the  boy  who  drives  Mr.  Seymour's  cart  the  name  of  the 
ship  we  were  going  to.  He  said  it  was  the  steamer  Eappahannock,  lying 
at  Calais.  When  Seymour  came  ifp  I  asked  him  if  we  were  for  the  Eap- 
pahannock. He  said,  ^' Yes,  it's  all  right;  don't  make  a  noise  about  it; 
you  will  be  all  right  when  you  get  to  Calais."  He  then  went  into  the 
station  to  get  six  tickets.  He  came  out  and  said,  "I  have  not  got  suffi- 
cient money  to  pay  for  six  tickets,  as  it  is  the  express  train  that  leaves 
at  half  past  seven.  He  then  took  out  four  sovereigns  and  some  silver  in 
his  hand,  and  said  to  me,  "  Sullivan,  you  can  proceed  and  take  these  men 
with  you;  the  other  two  can  go  to  my  house,  and  1  will  send  them  by 
the  boat."  We  objected  to  be  parted,  and  all  returned  together.  I  went 
home  and  stopped  until  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  I  went  again  to 
his  (Seymour's)  house  in  WeUclose  square;  he  told  me  that  the  boat 
would  start  at  3  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  (this  day,)  and  that  I  was 
to  .get  him  more  men,  because  it  was  better  to  send  them  through  by 
dark  than  by  dayhght.  I  got  six  men  with  me,  and  two  more  joined  me 
at  his  house -at  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  About  half  past  twelve 
we  all  proceeded  to  London  Bridge  wharf,  and  arrived  there  at  about 
half  past  two  o'clock  this  morning.  While  waiting  there  I  met  a  friend, 
who  asked  me  what  lay  I  was  going  in;  I  told  him  I  did  not  know,  but 
that  I  was  going  to  Calais  to  join  the  Eappahannock.    He  advised  us  to 
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stay  away,  and  I  and  Eobert  Sadd  would  not  go;  the  others  went. 
Seymour  told  me  I  should  not  sign  until  after  arriving  at  Calais ;  but 
that  my  wages  would  be  $34  per  month,  and  £10  bounty  after  signing 
on  the  ship.  I  did  not  know  she  was  a  confec^erate  ship,  or  would  not 
have  had  anything  to  do  with  her.  Seymour  deceived  us  all  through, 
as  he  knew  what  she  was  and  what  we  were  wanted  for. 

JOSEPH  SULLIVAIif. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  ofSce,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city 
of  London,  this  9th  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Affidavit  of  Edicard  Smith  and  others. 

We,  Edward  Smith  of  Eotherhithe,  Surrey,  Dennis  Connell  of  Cork, 
Ireland,  and  James  Grace  of  London,  firemen,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 
sincerely  swear,  that  on  Thursday  last,  April  7,  we  went  to  John 
Seymour's,  (or,  as  he  is  called,  John  the  Greek's,)  in  Wellclose  square, 
and  when  there  he  asked  us  if  we  would  go  to  work  at  four  shillings  a 
day,  and  to  be  found  in  food,  &c.,  on  a  ship  lying  in  Calais.  We 
said  we  would,  and  he  took  the  discharges  from  us  that  we  had  received 
from  the  ships  we  last  seryed  in.  He  told  us  to  be  at  his  house 
at  quarter  before  six  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  April  8,  to 
go  by  the  train  to  Dover,  and  then  across  to  Calais.  We  were  there, 
and  went  with  three  others  to  the  London  bridge  station.  When 
we  arrived  there,  he,  Seymour,  had  not  enough  money  to  pay  our 
passage  by  that  train,  as  it  was  an  express.  He  wanted  four  to  go 
by  that  train,  but  we  would  not  separate,  but  all  go  together;  so  we 
left  the  station,  went  home,  and  returned  again  about  twenty  minutes 
past  9.  He  was  not  therej  but  sent  his  man  to  tell  us  to  come  to  his 
house,  as  there  was  a  gentleman  there  who  wanted  to  see  us.  When 
we  got  there  we  saw  no  one  but  himself,  and  he  told  us  to  be  at  his 
house  again  at  half  past  1  on  the  Saturday  morning,  and  then  we  should 
all  go  by  the  boat  that  started  from  London  bridge  that  morning.  We 
went  to  his  house,  and  then  we  demanded  a  copy  of  the  agreement  we 
had  signed,  and  Seymour  gave  us  a  copy,  which  is  annexed.  We 
afterwards  went  to  the  boat,  the  Hanover  steamer  at  London  bridge, 
and  Seymour's  man  paid  our  passage  to  Calais  and  took  our  discharges 
on  shore  with  him.  On  arrival  at  Calais  there  was  no  one  to  receive 
us.  We  inquired  where  the  Eappahannock  was,  and  we  met  one  of 
the  officers  of  the  ship.  He  asked  us  if  we  were  goiiig  to  join  the 
Eappahannock.  We  told  him  that  we  came  down  to  work  on  board  of 
her  at  4s.  a  day.  He  said  we  could  not  work  on  her  at  4s.  a  day,  but  if 
we  went  to  work  on  her  at  all  we  must  join  the  ship,  the  wages  to  be 
£15  16s.  a  month,  and  we  were  to  sign  for  three  years.  Wq  told  him 
we  should  not  join  her.  He  said  he  would  pay  our  passage  back  to 
London,  We  remained  all  Saturday  night,  and  went  to  the  British 
consul  and  told  him  how  we  had  been  served,  but  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  us.  The  captain  of  the  steamer  Eainbow  allowed  us 
to  sleep  on  board  that  night,  and  on  Sunday  morning  we  went  on  shofe 
to  see  when  we  were  to  be  sent  back.  One  of  the  officers  of  the  Eappa- 
hannock met  us  and  asked  us  where  we  slept.  We  told  him.  Asked  him 
for  food,  and  went  with  him  to  the  quay  by  the  side  of  the  Eappahannock. 
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We  were  afraid  to  go  on  board,  as,  if  we  had,  we  feared  we  should  have 
been  detained,  or  put  in  irons  or  something.  We  stayed  there  about 
two  hours,  then  went  and  sold  some  of  our  clothes  and  bought  food; 
afterwards  we  saw  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  who  told  us  that  he  would 
not  take  us  back  unless  he  had  the  money  first.  We  then  went  back  to 
the  Rappahannock,  and  appearer  Smith  went  on  board.  The  first 
lieutenant  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  us  unless  we  joined  the  ship. 
Smith  got  ashore  and  we  were  going  away,  but  were  called  back.  The 
first  lieutenant  said,  considering  that  Seymour  had  sent  us,  he  would  pay. 
our  passage  back  to  London.  We  asked  him  about  food,  as  we  told  him 
we  were  hungry.  About  half  past  4  one  of  the  ofScers  came  on  shore 
and  went  to  the  steamer  Eainbow  and  saw  the  captain.  He  brought 
three  tickets  on  shore  and  gave  them  to  us,  and  told  us  the  steward 
would  provide  us  with  food.  We  went  on  board  the  steamer,  had  some 
food,  and  returned  to  London.  After  we  arrived  in  London  we  went 
down  to  Seymour's  about  our  discharges,  and  to  see  if  we  could  get 
paid.  We  were  told  he  was  at  Newcastle.  There  was  no  other  Amer- 
ican steamer  at  Calais.  The  only  steamers  there  were  the  Dover  and 
the  Calais  packet-boats,  two  of  the  London  packets  and  a  French  gun- 
boat. 

EDWAED  SMITH. 

D.  COKNELL. 

JAMES  GRACE. 

Sworn  by  all  the  deponents  at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  the  12th  day  of  Aprif  1864,  before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  m  Chancery. 


Copy  of  agreement, 

London,  April  8, 1864. 
We  agree,  aU  of  us  that  sign  this  agreement,  firemen  and  sailors, 
•  steward  and  cook,  to  go  to  Calais  to  work  on  board  the  American 
steamship  Rappahannock,  to  have  4s.  per  day,  cook  and  steward  the 
same;  sailors  to  have  3«.  per  "day,  and  all  to  have  victual  and  passage 
money,  to  be  paid  by  John  Seymour.  All  of  them  to  work  for  seven . 
days. 

1.  10.  18. 

2.  11.  19. 

3.  12.  20. 

4.  13.  21. 

5.  14.  22. 

6.  15.  23. 

7.  '  16..  24. 

8.  17.  25. 
9. 


Affidavit  of  James  Graham,. 

.1,  James  Graham,  of  Liverpool,  fireman,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 
swear  that  I  left  Liverpool,  with  eight  others,  on  the  7th  of  February, 
for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  having  been  engaged  by  James  Cun- 
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ningham  and  Josepli  Buchanan,  engineers,  of  Liverpool^  who  informed 
us  the  steamer  was  lying  at  Gravesend,  and  that  we  were  to  go  to 
London  by  train,  and  thence  to  Gravesend  and  join  her  there.  We  were 
well  plied  with  liquor,  and  at  11  o'clock  at  night  went  to  the  station  at 
Line  street  to  meet  them,  our  wives  going  with  us  to  receive  our  month's 
advance,  which  they  promised  to  pay  them.  We  were  to  have  £6  10s. 
per  month.  After  we  had  all  arrived  at  the  station,  we  were  hurried 
into  the  carriages,  more  drink  was  given  to  us,  and  no  notice  taken  of 
the  advance.  On  arrival  in  Loadon  we  were  taken  in  cabs  to  another 
railway,  again  plied  with  liquor,  taken  to  Dover.  When  there  I  asked 
Mr.  Cunningham  what  game  he  was  up  to.  He  said  you  are  going  on 
the  steamer,  as  it  is  the  tender  of  the  ship  lying  off  the  harbor.  We 
went  on  the  steamer  and  were  taken  to  Calais;  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons came  to  look  after  us,  we  were  guarded  until  we  were  put  on  the 
Eappahannock.  On  arriving  on  board,  Mr.  Cunningham  handed  us 
over  to  the  captain.  Both  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Cunningham  looked 
after  us  until  then.  The  captain  said  to  us  as  we  had  had  along  jour- 
ney he  would  see  us  to-morrow.  We  were  all  rather  stupid  from  drink. 
He  gave  Shrouder  twenty  francs  to  spend  among  us;  and  on  the  next 
day  we  were  called  into  the  cabin  to  sign  articles.  They  were  not  read 
over  to  us.  The  captain  asked  us  all  if  we  were  ready  to  enlist.  We 
told  him  no;  we  came  as  firemen.  We  were  then  told  to  sign  our  names, 
and  that  the  wages  were  to  be  £6  19s.  lOd.  per  month,  with  £10  bounty. 
We  were  to  have  a.dvance  notes  three  days  after  we  signed,  so  as  to 
send  them  to  our  wives.  They  were  to  be  paid  at  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.'s 
ship  brokers,  Liverpool.  We  did  not  get  these  notes,  and  Shrouder  was 
put  in  irons  for  asking  for  them.  The  treatment  we  received  was  very 
severe.  If  the  least  word  was  said,  either  a  pistol  was  placed  at  our 
heads,  or  we  were  put  in  irons. .  After  six  of  them  (the  men  from  Liver- 
pool) had  run  away,  I  looked  out  for  the  first  opportunity  to  leave  the 
ship.  On  Thursday  last,  31st  March,  at  half  past  five  o'clock,  I  got 
liberty  and  went  on  shore.  I  was  to  return  on  board  the  following  morning, 
at  8  o'clock.  I  did  not  return.  They  finding  that  I  was  trying  to  get 
away,  the  doctor,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  midshipman,  watched 
me,  and  when  entering  a  public  house  one  of  them  struck  me  with  a  life- 
preserver  and  knocked  me  senseless.  I  was  taken  to  some  house,  and 
on  recovering  found  myself  on  a  bench,  and  Mr.  lifewton  was  watching 
me.  I  asked  for  a  drink  of  water,  and  when  he  went  to  give  it  to  me  I 
•  knocked  him  over  and  ran  away.  I  went  to  the  Ship  Hotel,  and  the 
landlord  stowed  me  away  in  the  back  kitchen  until  Friday  afternoon, 
the  1st  of  April;  I,  with  another  man,  then  walked  away  on  the  Bou- 
logne road,  and  was  picked  up  by  the  diligence.  On  arrival  at  Boulogne 
we  went  on  board  the  boat  for  Folkestone,  and  arrived  in  London  on 
Saturday  evening.  When  I  was  struck  by  the  officers,  they  severely 
iajured  my  left  shoulder,  and  brought  blood  from  behind  my  right  ear. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  lift  my  left  arm  since.  My  clothes  were  all 
covered  with  blood.  I  would  never  have  gone  on  board  had  I  known 
what  she  was.  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  had  worked  with  me  before,  recom- 
mended me  to  go.  He  said  she  was  for  India — lying  at  Gravesend;  the 
voyage  was  for  twenty-four  months.  Several  men  from  Portsmouth 
joined  the  ship  at  different  times — two  are  still  on  board.  They  will 
take  any  one  that  comes,  and  when  once  on  board  they  are  very  badly 
treated.  The  provisions  are  bad,  and  the  officers  treat  the  men  like  dogs. 
The  men  from  Portsmouth  came  from  her  Majesty's  steamer  Trafalgar; 
one  left  some  time  back.  Man-of-war's  men  are  told  all  sorts  of  things 
to  induce  them  to  join.    I  received  a  £2  advance  note  after  I  had  been 
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on  board  about  three  weeks.  It  was  paid  by  Samuels  &  Co.,  of  Liver- 
pool, an  exchange  office.  I  had  five  francs  given  me  for  drink  when  I 
came  on  shore. 

JAMES  GEAHAM. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  4th  day  of  April,  before  me. 

JOHK  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Ghcmoery, 


I,  James  Graham,  of  Liverpool,  fireman,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the 
half-pay  note  attached,  signed  by  Joseph  Buchanan,  in  the  presence 
of  William  V.  A.  Campbell,  and  dated  the  22d  of  February,  1864,  is  of 
the  true  and  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Joseph  Buchanan  and 
William  Y.  A.  Campbell.  I  have  seen  Captain  Campbell  sign  his  name 
several  times.  He  signed  the  drafts  for  £2  that  were  given  to  each  of 
the  Liverpool  men  after  we  had  been  three  weeks  on  board.  I  have 
seen  Joseph  Buchanan  write  often,  having  worked  with  him,  and  I  sol- 
emnly swear,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  the  signature 
attached  to  the  half -pay  note  is  in  Joseph  Buchanan's  handwriting,  and 
also  that  Captain  Campbell  signed  the  two  certificates  of  appointment 
of  Joseph  Buchanan  and  Alexander  Bradshaw,  and  the  said  half-pay 
note. 

JAMES  GEAHAM. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  4th  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  L  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


CONPEDEKATE  STATES  STEAMER  EAPPAHANNOCK, 

Calais,  February  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  3d  assistant  engineer  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy,  from  the  7th  day  of  February,  1864. 
Eespectfully, 

WILLIAM  V.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  Wavy. 
■  William  Alexaostdee  Bkadshaw. 


CONPEDEEATE  STATES  StBAMEE  EAPPAEANNOCK, 

Calais,  February  7,  1864. 
SiE :  You  are  hereby  appointed  third  assistant  engineer  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy,  from  the  7th  day  of  February,  1864. 
Eespectfully, 

WILLIAM  V.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  Navy. 
Mr.  Joseph  Buchanan. 
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I,  Joseph  Buchanan,  3d  assistant  engineer  on  board  the  Confederate 
States  vessel  of  war  Eappahannock,  commanded  hy  W.  V.  A.  Campbell, 
lieutenant  commanding  Confederate  States  navy,  do  by  these  presents 
allot  thirty  dollars  per  month  of  my  pay  for  the  support  of  my  family. 
And  I  do  hereby  appoint  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  ship  brokers,  Liverpool, 
my  attorney,  to  receive  for  that  purpose  from  the.navy  agent  at  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  England,  the  said  sum  of  thirty  dollars  monthly,  for  the 
term  of  twenty-four  months,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April,  1864. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  iiie  twenty- 
second  of  February,  1864. 

JOSEPH  BUCHANAJJf.  [SEAJL.] 

In  presence,  and  with  the  approbation  of, 

WILLIAM  V.  A.  CAMPBELL, 

Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Eegistered  by  Douglass  F.  Forest,  assistant  paymaster,  Confederate 
States  navy. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  Bennett. 

I,  Charles  Bennett,  able  seaman,  of  Plymouth,  England,  do  hereby 
truly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear  that  I  left  London,  with  about 
thirteen  others,  by  railway  from  London  bridge  to  Dover,  thence  by 
steamboat  to  Calais,  about  the  latter  part  of  ]!fovember,  and  joined  the 
steamship  Eappahannock  there  as  able  seaman.  I  was  not  aware  what 
kind  of  ship  she  was  until  I  arrived  on  board.  I  signed  articles  to  join  the 
steamship  Scylla,  at  £3  15s.  per  month,  in  the  Downs,  for  a  voyage  to 
the  West  Indies  and  back.  This  agreement  was  made  at  Scott's  public 
house,  in  Gravel  lane.  Tower  Hill.  I  do  not  know  the  man  who  shipped 
me.  Had  I  known  that  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  I  would 
not  have  signed  articles  to  join  her. 

After  I  was  received  on  board,  it  was  three  days  before  I  commenced 
work.  Then  the  best  part  of  the  men  who  brought  her  from  Sheerness 
left  her.  Four  riggers  then  came  on  board,  and  commenced  fitting  the 
ship,  cleaning  out  the  tanks,  shell-room,  magazines  and  all  the  other 
rooms.  The  stores,  such  as  rum,  flour,  bread,  rice,  peas,  sugar,  and 
sundries,  were  then  sent  on  shore  to  a  private  store.  Four  days  after 
that  some  boiler-makers  came  from  Sheerness  to  work  on  board,  and 
commenced  taking  old  tubes  out  and  repairing  the  boiless.  I  with  the 
seamen  then  commenced  our  regular  work,  putting  things  to  rights  on 
deck  and  aloft.  Some  days  after  that  a  report  came  to  the  ship  that 
two  United  States  frigates  were  in  sight.  Mr.  Graves,  the  first  lieutenant, 
said  the  vessel  lay  too  much  in  sight,  and  it  was  shifted  further  back 
into  the  harbor.  The  old  fan  was  removed  from  the  Eappahannock 
and  a  new  one  put  into  her.  We  then  received  stores,  consisting  of 
clothing,  shoes,  ribbons,  and  sundries.  About  three  weeks  ago,  ten  of 
us  were  sent  on  shore  to  get  some  cases  that  had  been  received  from 
England  by  the  steamer.  I  was  leading  hand,  and  ordpred  to  open  them. 
They  were  opened  and  contained  bull-rings,  pieces  of  brass  made  to  fit 
on  the  deck  for  the  guns  to  travel  in,  enough  for  ten  guns,  and  some 
copper  fighting  bolts.  These  are  what  the  gun  rests  on,  to  allow  them 
to  tiu'n  any  way  while  in  use.  The  funnels  have  been  fitted  so  as  to 
lower  with  crutches  on  deck.    The  bolts  and  bullrings  were  taken  on 
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board,  and  stowed  away  in  the  gunner's  store-room.  A  roll  of  cloth  was 
then  taken  on  deck,  and  the  magazine  screens  cut  out.  For  several 
days  afterwards  nothing  was  taken  on  board  but  small  fittings.  On 
Wednesday,  10th  February,  three  engineers  and  six  firemen  came  on 
board,  and  in  the  evening  the  fires  were  lighted  and  banked  up,  and  we 
were  told  if  it  was  foggy  she  would  go  out  that  night  to  Cherbourg, 
where  the  remainder  of  her  crew  were  waiting  to  come  on  board.  The 
fog,  however,  cleared  away,  and  we  did  not  go  out.  On  Saturday 
evening,  13th  February,  at  half  past  six  o'clock,  I  watched  the  port  side 
of  the  deck — the  side  nearest  the  shore ;  and  as  the  officer  knew  that  I 
had  tried  to  desert  from  the  ship  before,  he  sent  me  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ship.  As  he  walked  aft  I  jumped  over  the  bow,  took  the  end  of  a 
rope  and  lowered  myself  into  the  water.  I  swam  to  a  little  boat  that 
was  lying  the  other  side  of  the  pier,  landed,  and  ran  as  hard  as  I  could 
away.  At  half  past  ten  o'clock  I  went  on  the  mail  boat  that  was  gomg 
to  Dover,  and  as  there  was  no  one  awake  on  board,  I  went  below  and 
stowed  myself  away  under  hatches.  On  arrival  at  Dover,  having  no 
money,  I  sold  my  clothes  to  pay  the  passage  over,  or  the  boat  would 
have  taken  me  back  again,  and  came  to  London.  I  never  intended 
stopping  on  the  Eappahannock  after  1  knew  she  was  a  confederate  ship 
of  war. 

his 

OHAELES  X  BENl^BTT. 

mark. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Charles  Bennett,  at  my  office,  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  «S:c.,  &c.,  &c. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner,  &c.,  <&c. 


Affidavit  ofEohert  Dunn. 

I,  Eobert  Dunn,  of  Sheerness,  boiler-maker,  do  hereby  truly  and  sol- 
emnly swear  that  I  went  to  Calais  and  joined  the  ship  Eappahannock  as 
fireman.  I  had  previously  caUed  upon  Mr.  Eumble  three  times,  as  I 
heard  he  was  shipping  hands  for  her,  and  he  had  sent  some  of  my  ship- 
mates and  paid  their  carriage  to  Calais,  but  I  was  not  able  to  see  him. 
On  arrival  at  Calais  I  saw  Gifford  and  the  other  boiler-makers  sent  by 
Mr.  Eumble ;  they  had  been  working  all  night  drawing  tubes.  Gifford 
told  me  Mr.  Eumble  gave  him  £15  to  pay  their  passage  over,  and  he 
(Gifford)  told  me  if  I  had  seen  Mr.  Bumble  he  would  have  paid  my  pas- 
sage. I  remained  on  board  three  days  before  I  signed  articles,  and  my 
time  was  dated  back  to  the  1st  of  December  at  £5  19s.  lOd.  per  month 
as  fireman,  and  we  were  to  share  prize  money  as  the  prizes  were  taken. 
Upon  the  day  I  shipped,  five  men  came  from  Sheerness  and  joined  the 
Eappahannock.  They  were  all  from  her  Majesty's  ship  Cumberland. 
Two  had  deserted  and  the  other  three  had  been  discharged,  Mr.  Eumble 
having  bought  their  discharges  for  them.  Mr.  Eumble  gave  them  the 
money  to  buy  them  out  of  the  service  a  week  before,  and  at  the  time  the 
ship  lay  at  Sheerness  they  told  me  how  they  coiild  have  duped  Mr.  Eum- 
ble if  they  saw  fit.  Eobert  Crickmore  was  the  man  that  Mr.  Eumble 
gave  the  money  to  buy  the  discharges  for  himself,  Eeuben,  Knight  and 
Murrens.  This  was  at  Sheerness  pier- head.  Eobert  Crickmore  said  this 
openly  on  board,  and  so  did  the  other  men  sevei'al  times.  A  marine  who 
had  deserted,  afterwards  joined  as  a  coal-trimmer.  The  day  after,  Mr. 
Eumble  came  on  board  the  Eappahannock  about  twelve  o'clock  midnight, 
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and  he  asked  Mr.  Earn  say  if  those  fellows  had  come  on  board.  Mr. 
Eamsay  said,  "Yes,  all  right."  1  was  in  the  engine-room  and  was  com- 
ing up  to  report  all's  well,  and  heard  this  conversation;  and  Mr.  Eumble 
added,  "I  must  be  off  by  daylight  in  the  morning."  Pour  or  five  days 
afterwards  I  saw  Mr.  Eumble  again,  and  I  told  G-ifford  I  had  seen  him. 
He  made  answer,  he  "wished  he  had  seen  him,  as  they  were  getting  very 
short  of  money."  A  gang  of  men,  boiler-makers,  fitters,  came  from  Mr. 
Eennie's  after  the  Sheerness  boUer-makers  had  left,  and  commenced 
repairing  boUers,  putting  in  new  tubes,  &c.  While  they  were  on  board 
some  packing  cases  were  received  from  the  shore;  they  were  taken  on 
board  and  unpacked.  They  contained  brass  slides,  pivots,  and  galvan- 
ized iron  rttig-bolts  for  gun-slides.  They  were  stowed  away  in  the 
steerage,  and  were  not  to  be  placed  in  their  proper  places  on  deck  until 
after  the  vessel  left  Calais.  The  treatment  we  received  on  board  was  very 
bad.  I  was  promised  by  Captain  Campbell  that  my  wife  should  receive 
money  out  of  my  bounty  during  the  time  we  remained  at  Calais,  and 
half  pay  so  soon  as  it  became  due.  She  only  received  £2,  and  when  I 
asked  him  to  send  some  more  he  threatened  to  boot  me.  I  saw  Mr, 
Graves  a  week  afterwards  about  the  same  subject,  and  he  said  he  would 
put  me  in  slave  irons  if  I  came  aft  any  more  about  money.  After  1  had 
been  on  board  six  weeks  I  received  a  half-pay  check  for  £2  17s.  Id.,  pay- 
able at  Mr.  Howe's  Fountain  Inn,  Sheerness,  and  on  the  10th  of  February 
I  received  another  half  pay  note  for  £2  16s.  lOd.,  payable  at  the  same 
place.  On  one  occasion,  while  I  was  asking  for  my  right  about  sending 
money  to  my  wife,  I  was  put  in  irons  and  kept  so  for  twenty-four  hours ; 
and  on  another  occasion  while  asking  the  same  questions,  they  threat- 
ened to  put  thumb-screws  on  me.  On  the  12th  of  February  I  made  my 
escape  from  the  ship  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  I  received,  and  as 
I  thought  my  wife  would  not  get  the  half  pay,  as  the  notes  were  sent  to 
Liverpool  aud  returned  unpaid,  and  afterwards  a  check  was  given  and  paid 
at  Mr.  Howe's  Fountain  Inn,  Sheerness.  These  checks  were  drawn  on 
Haggard  &  Co.,  Cheapside.  There  were  on  board  slave  irons  in  great 
numbers,  and  revolvers;  and  the  men  on  board  were  constantly  in  irons 
and  threatened  with  revolvers;  in  fact,  none  of  the  men  will  stop  if  they 
can  get  away.  There  were  only  about  twelve  men  and  boys  on  board 
when  I  left.  After  I  returned  to  Sheerness  Mr.  Eumble  sent  for  me  on 
the  15th  of  February  last,  and  asked  me  if  I  knew  whether  Mr.  Eamsay 
wore  his  uniform  before  he  went  to  London  or  afterwards.  I  told  him 
after  he  had  been  to  London,  so  far  as  I  knew.  He  asked  myi reason  for 
leaving  the  Eappahannock.  I  told  him  it  was  the  consequence  of  the 
bad  treatment  I  received,  and  I  could  not  see  my  way  clear  for  leaving 
half  pay  to  my  wife.  He  said  he  was  sorry  I  had  left.  I  thought  the 
Eappahannock  was  a  blockade  runner;  had  I  known  she  was  a  confed- 
erate man-of-war  I  should  not  have  joined  her. 

EOBEET  DUNN. 

Sworn  at  my  oface,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  29th  day  of  February,  1864. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  Ludwig  KretscJimar, 

I,  Ludwig  Kretschmar,  do  truly,  solemnly,  and  sincerely  swear,  that 
I  was  boarding  at  John  Seymour's,  Wellclose  square,  and  in  the  second 
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week  of  February  I  signed  articles  at  Seymour's  to  join  the  steanjship 
Florida  at  Brest,  at  £6  per  month  wages,  with  a  bounty  of  £10,  and  5$. 
a  day  while  the  ship  remained  in  port.  I  was  told  I  should  be  supplied 
with  clothes  and  all  other  necessaries,  so  I  sold  what  1  had  and  spent 
the  money.  Two  days  afterwards  I  was  taken  on  board  (with  seventeen 
others)  the  steamer  bound  for  Calais.  On  arrival  at  Calais  we  did  not 
know  where  to  go.  A  man  then  came  from  the  confederate  steamer 
Rappahannock  and  told  us  to  come  on  board.  We  refused,  as  we  were 
ordered  for  Brest.  Finding  we  had  nowhere  to  go,  and  being  told  that 
we  were  intended  for  the  Eappahannock,  we  went  on  board,  and  on  the 
following  day  the  captain  came  to  us  and  said  he  would  pay  us  the  bounty 
and  wages  at  sea,  and  would  pay  our  debts.  As  we  wanted  money  we 
objected,  and  he  told  us  we  should  have  no  food  unless  we  staid  by. 
We  all  refased,  and  were  put  on  board  the  Calais  packet  bound  for 
Dover,  from  whence  we  had  to  beg  our  way  to  London.  The  Austrian 
consul  put  us  in  a  boarding-house  and  paid  part  of  our  passage  to  Dover, 
the  remainder  being  paid  by  the  French  police. 

JjCTDWIG  KEETSCHMAR. 

Sworn  at  my  ofBoe,  'So.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  4th  day  of  March,  1864. 

JOH]^  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  tfcc,  i&c,  <&c. 

We,  Frederick  Strandt,  Joseph  Trunick,  Franz  Junger,  John  Parell, 
^nd  Henry  Jesser,  do  truly,  solemnly,  and  sincerely  swear  to  the  truth 
of  the  foregoing  statement.  We  were  all  shipped  by  John  Seymour  at 
Wellclose  square  for  the  ship  Florida,  lying  at  Brest,  and  all  went  to 
Calais  at  the  same  time,  and  returned  with  him  to  Dover. 

FEEDBEICK  STEANDT. 

JOSEPH  TETHsriCK. 

FEAfTZ  JUNGEE. 

JOILS  PAEELL. 

H.  JESSEE. 

Sworn  by  the  above-named  five  deponents  at  mj  offlce,  So.  5  White 
Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  city  of  London,  this  4th  day  of  March,  1864, 
before  me. 

JOHN  J.  AJSTDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  Thomas  MonTc. 

I,  Thomas  Monk,  of  Portsmouth,  Hampshire,  England,  do  truly  and 
solemnly  swear,  that  about  eleven  months  ago  I  was  engaged  by  a  stran- 
ger, at  Portsmouth,  to  go  to  New  Haven,  and  from  thence  by  steamer 
to  the  French  coast,  and  ran  alongside  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia, 
and  on  arriving  on  board  I  joined  her  as  quartermaster.  There  were 
three  other  men  taken  from  New  Haven  at  the  same  time,  and  the 
steamer  had  guns  and  ammunition  for  the  Georgia.  They  were  taken 
on  board  as  we  lay  off  the  coast.  The  Georgia  went  to  sea  as  soon  as 
we  had  received  the  guns,  and  cruised  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
On  the  passage  she  took  eight  American  ships,  burned  three  of  them, 
and  bonded  the  other  five,    After  we  arrived  at  the  Cape,  we  returned 
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to  France,  and  went  into  Cherbourg  for  repairs.  Ko  ships  were  btu^nt 
on  the  return  passage,  but  one  was  bonded.  After  we  had  been  at 
Cherbourg  some  time,  I  was  sent  to  the  Eappahannock,  at  Calais,  and 
then  I  returned  home.  While  I  was  in  the  Georgia  I  received  for  the 
first  six  months  £5  10s.  per  month,  and  afterwards  £6  per  month;  my 
wife  receiving  the  half  pay  at  Portsmouth,  by  post  ofiice  order  from  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Liverpool.  That  was  received  regularly  while  I  remained  on 
•  the  ship.  I  remained  at  Portsmouth,  on  leave,  for  a  week,  and  then 
joined  the  confederate  steamer  Eappahannock,  at  Calais,  as  boatswain,  at 
£18  per  month.  Half  was  to  have  been  paid  to  my  wife  by  the  same  Mr. 
Jones,  Liverpool ;  but  she  did  not  draw  any.  I  joined  her  about  five  weeks 
back  and  staid  on  board  until  I  received  my  discharge,  on  the  7th  March. 
I  applied  for  it,  as  I  found  it  impossible  to  remain  on  a  ship  that  was 
conducted  like  the  Eappahannock — ^the  captain  and  chief  ofiicer  always 
creating  some  unpleasantness  on  board ;  and  I  did  not  like  to  remain 
on  a  sliip  that  was  intended  to  burn  and  destroy  merchant  ships,  unarmed 
and  defenseless. 

When  I  signed  articles  on  board  the  Eappahannock,  I  made  an 
arrangement  with  the  purser  respecting  the  half  pay  to  be  paid  to  my 
wife  at  Portsmouth,  which  was  also  to  be  paid  by  Mr-.  Jones,  of  28  Chapel 
street,  Liverpool. 

his 

THOMAS  X  MONK. 

mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  Thomas  Monk — 
Joshua  Mtinn. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  4  Nicholas  lane,  Lombard  street,  in  the  city 
of  London,  this  the  15th  day  of  March,  1864,  by  the  deponent,  Thomas 
Monk. 

J.  WILKINSON, 
A  London  Commissioner,  &c.,  &c. 

The  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he 
had  truly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above 
affidavit  to  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark 


thereto,  before  me. 


J.  WILKINSON, 
A  London  Commissioner,  &g.,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  James  Conner, 

I,  James  Conner,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  that  on  Sunday  after; 
noon,  the  7th  February  last,  I,  with  eight  others,  viz.,  James  Graham, 
John  Dow,  Thomas  Shrouder,  Walker  Dixon,  John  Pratt,  Thomas  Welch, 
Thomas  Woods,  and  William  Friend,  were  sent  for  to  go  to  Major's  pub- 
lic house,  in  Athol  street,  Liverpool.  On  going  there  we  were  met  by 
four  engineers,  citizens  of  Liverpool,  viz.,  William  Bradshaw,  Joseph 
Buchanan,  and  Messrs.  Coats  and  Cunningham.  Mr.  Cunningham 
appeared  to  be  the  leader  and  spokesman  of  the  other  engineers.  We 
were  taken  into  a  private  room  where  liquor  was  abundantly  provided. 
We  were  asked  by  Cunningham  if  we  wanted  a  good  ship  and  good  pay. 
We  asked  for  some  particulars,  and  were  told  the  ship  was  in  London 
and  was  going  to  Nassau  to  run  the  blockade,  and  that  our  pay  would 
be  £6  10s.  per  month,  and  that  half  pay  for  our  families  could  be  drawn 
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in  Liverpool.  We  were  told  we  were  to  sign  articles  in  London.  We 
left  the  same  night  for  London,  and  on  arrival  were  taken  in  cabs  from 
Euston  square  station  to  a  public  house  outside  the  station,  and  from 
thence  to  the  railway  for  Dover,  and  by  the  boat  to  Calais  On  arrival  at 
Calais,  Cunningham  said,  "I  have  done  with  you  now,"  and  that  he 
would  turn  us  over  to  the  captain.  He  took  us  on  board  the  Rappahan- 
nock and  left  us  there.  The  captaiu  of  the  Eappahannock  asked  us  if 
we  wanted  to  enlist.  We  told  him  we  did  not  come  to  list ;  we  came  as 
firemen,  not  as  soldiers.  He  then  said  he  would  settle  with  us  to-mor- 
row, or  the  next  day,  and  gave  us  a  twenty -franc  piece  to  get  some  driak 
with;  and  further  told  us  that  he  would  give  us  ten  shillings  (10s.)  a 
month  more  than  Mr.  Cunningham  had  promised  us  at  Liverpool.  We 
left  the  ship  and  returned  the  same  night  on  board,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing the  captain  promised  us  he  would  send  half-pay  notes  on  to  Liver- 
pool ia  a  day  or  two,  to  be  paid  at  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  Chapel  street, 
Liverpool,  and  (£10)  ten  pounds  bounty  to  be  paid  twenty-four  hours 
after  we  left  port.  We  then  signed  articles.  Something  was  read  to 
us,  but  it  was  impossible  to  understand  one  word  of  it.  We  were  then 
set  to  work  cleaning  engiues  and  other  regular  work.  After  working 
two  or  three  days  we  complained  about  the  meat.  It  was  short 'in  quan- 
tity, and  not  what  we  were  in  the  habit  of  having'  in  port — ^being  salt 
beef  and  pork.  The  captain  put  a  revolver  to  my  head  and  swore  he 
would  shoot  me  or  any  of  them  who  complained  again.  I  and  five  others 
were  put  ia  irons,  hands  and  feet,  and  kept  so  for  seven  days  and  nights 
for  daring  to  make  any  complaints.  We  were  afterwards  sent  to  work 
again  below ;  the  steam  was  got  up  and  the  fires  banked.  I  do  not  think 
they  would  have  taken  us  out  of  irons  if  they  had  not  wanted  to  get  the 
steam  up.  The  steam  wa«  got  up  two  or  three  times  during  the  next 
four  or  five  days,  and  the  fires  were  kept  banked  up  all  the  time.  I 
made  two  or  three  attempts  to  leave  the  ship,  as  I  could  not  stay  in  her. 
I  and  others  wrote  to  Captain  North,  at  the  Old  Sailor's  Home,  Liver- 
pool, and  to  Captain  Packham,  of  the  New  Sailor's  Hpme,  Liverpool, 
and  asked  them  to  get  us  away.  '  We  told  him  how  we  had  been 
deceived,  and  that  instead  of  a  blockade-runner  in  London  being  the 
ship  we  were  to  go  in,  we  had  been  taken  to  Calais  and  put  on  board 
the  confederate  steamer  Eappahannock.  We  never  received  any  answer 
to  these  letters.  On  Sunday,  the  20th  March,  I  got  ashore  and  met  a 
friend  who  promised  to  pay  my  passage  to  London,  and  as  I  had  no 
intention  of  stopping  by  the  ship  when  I  knew  what  service  she  was 
intended  for,  I  was  glad  of  any  chance  to  get  away.  I  left  by  boat  for 
Dover  that  same  night. 

his 

JAMES  X  CONNER. 

_^^  mark. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  James  Conner : 
Joshua  Mtjnn. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  James  Conner,  at  my  office,  at  No.  5  White 
Hartcourt,  Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  21st  day  of 'March, 
1864 ;  the  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that 
he  had  truly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above 
aflSdavit  of  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark 
thereto.    Before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  &c.,  i&c. 
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Affidavit  of  John  Ford. 

I,  John  Ford,  of  Portsmouth,  able  seaman,  do  hereby  truly,  sincerely, 
and  solemhly  swear  that,  on  Thursday  last,  March  13, 1  was  in  Dover, 
and  when  on  the  pier  I  was  asked  by  a  man,  who  appeared  to  be  a  water- 
man, if  I  wanted  a  ship.  I  said  I  did.  He  said  he  could  find  me  one. 
I  asked  what  ship  she  was.  He  did  not  inform  me,  but  told  me  to  meet 
him  on  the  next  evening,  between  10  and  11  o'clock,  at  the  comer  of 
Swargate  street,  and  he  said  he  would  put  me  across.  I  went  there  at 
the  time  appoiuted,  and  met  him.  He  paid  my  passage  to  Calais,  and 
told  me  to  go  down  the  pier  and  I  should  see  a  ship  (steamer)  that  was 
very  like  an  American  ship,  and  that  I  was  to  go  on  board.  He  gave 
me  two  (2)  shillings,  and  told  me  to  go  to  the  Dover  €astle,  as  I  should 
not  be  able  to  go  on  board  until  the  morning.  The  next  morning  I  went 
on  board  the  Eappahannock,  and  the  oflcer  on  deck  asked  me  what  I 
wanted.  I  told  him  I  wanted  a  ship,  and  that  I  was  sent  down  to  her. 
He  said  the  captain  was  not  there  at  present ;  he  was  gone  to  Paris ; 
but  that  I  could  remain  on  board  if  1  liked  until  Monday.  On  that  day 
I  signed  articles  in  the  cabin;  but  I  did  not  know  the  nature  of  the 
articles,  or  the  voyage,  untU  after  I  had  signed.  The  agreement  was 
afterwards  read  to  me.  It  was  to  serve  during  the  present  war,  at  the 
rate  of  $22  per  month,  and  £10  bounty,  to  be  paid  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  ship  left  port ;  and  there  were  some  remarks  in  the  articles 
about  burn,  sink,  or  destroy  the  enemy's  ships.  I  then  asked  for  two 
hours'  leave,  and  the  captain  said  I  might  have  up  to  7  o'clock.  I  re- 
turned about  7^,  and  the  captain  threatened  to  put  me  in  irons,  as  I  had 
only  signed  articles ;  so  I  jumped  off  the  rail  and  ran  up  the  jjier  and 
escaped.  I  returned  to  the  Dover  Castle,  and  at  night  went  on  board 
the  boat  and  returned  to  Dover.  I  should  not  have  gone  had  I  known 
what  ship  she  was.  I  thought  she  was  an  American  ship,  and  not  in- 
tended as  a  ship  of  war.  The  man  at  Dover,  who  paid  my  passage  to 
Calais,  was  an- Englishman.    I  should  know  him  again  if  I  met  him. 

JOHN  FORD. 

Sworn  at  my  ofllce,  K'o.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  21st  day  of  March,  1864. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  t&c,  &c. 


Affidavit  of  Thomas  Shrouder  and  others. 

I,  Thomas  Shrouder,  of  Liverpool,  leading  stoker,  do  hereby  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear,  that  on  the  7th  February  I  was  engaged  at  a  public 
house,  at  the  corner  of  Athol  street  and  Scotland  road,  by  Mr.  James 
Cunningham  and  Joseph  Buchanan,  engineers,  for  a  voyage  to  the  East 
Indies,  at  £6  per  month  wages.  The  ship  was  lying  at  Gravesend. 
I  was  to  go  to  London  by  train,  and  from  thence  to  Gravesend.  And 
eight  others  went  with  me.  We  were  plied  with  drink.  And  at  eleven 
at  night  were  to  be  at  the  station  in  Lime  street.  And  our  wives  were 
to  receive  a  month's  pay.  On  arrival  there  we  were  hurried  into  the 
train,  and  having  drunk  freely,  did  not  know  where  we  were  until  we 
arrived  at  London.  Our  wives  did  not  get  a  farthing,  and  we  were  not 
allowed  to  see  them.  After  arrival  in  London  we  were  put  into  four 
cabs  and  taken  to  London  bridge,  (as  we  learnt  afterwards.    We  did 
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not  know  ourselves.)  We  were  taken  to  a  coffee  and  public  house  there, 
and  had  a  drink  at  the  bar.  Were  then  put  into  the  train  and  sent  to 
Dover,  and  then  bundled  on  board  the  packet-boat,  and  landed  in  France. 
On  airival  at  Calais  we  were  taken  on  board  a  steamer.  We  did  not 
know  her  name  then,  or  what  she  was,  but  found  afterwards  she  was 
the  confederate  steamer  Eappahannock.  After  we  had  been  put  on 
one  side  of  the  deck,  the  captain  came  and  asked  us  if  we  wanted  to  en- 
list. James  Graham,  one  of  the  stokers  that  left  Liverpool  with  us, 
answered,  "  We  did  not  come  to  list.  We  were  engaged  at  Liverpool  as 
stokers,  for  a  ship  lying  at  Gravesend,  bound  for  the  East  Indies.''  The 
captain  said,  as  we  were  all  the  worse  for  drink,  we  had  better  have  our 
grub  and  grog  on  board.  And  he  asked  the  crew  what  sort  of  treat- 
ment they  got.  The  crew  woidd  not  give  their  opinion,  and  we  found 
out  afterwards  the  reason  why  they  would  not  was  they  were  afraid  if 
they  told  the  truth,  and  we  complained,  they  would  be  put  in  irons. 
We  told  the  captain  we  wanted  to  go  on  shore  that  night ;  so  he  gave 
me  twenty  francs  to  give  the  lot  of  us  a  run  up  town.  I,  James  Graham, 
John  Dow,  and  Walker  Dixon,  stayed  on  shore  all  night,  and  in  the 
morning,  after  having  had  from  eight  to  ten  glasses  of  brandy  each,  we 
were  taken  down  to  the  cabin  to  sign.  No  articles  were  read,  but  we 
made  our  own  agreement,  and  swore  to  stand  by  our  own  agreement, 
and  nothing  more.  He  wanted  us  to  swear  allegiance  to  the  confed- 
eracy, but  we  declined.  Our  wages  were  to  be  paid  monthly,  at  £6  19s. 
IQd.  per  month,  and  we  wanted  a  month's  advance,  but  were  promised 
£10  instead,  to  be  paid  three  days  afterwards.  Our  half-pay  notes  were 
to  be  given  us  at  the  same  time,  so  that  we  might  send  them  to  our 
wives  at  once.  They  were  to  be  payable  at  Messrs.  Jones,  Higgins  & 
Co.,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool.  When  the  time  was  up,  I  asked  for  the 
note  and  advance,  and  was  put  in  irons,  hand  and  feet,  and  kept  from 
that  day,  12th  of  February,  to  the  5th  of  March,  (twenty-two  days  and 
six  hours  in  irons.)  The  captain  Avanted  me  to  make  an  apology.  I 
would  not.  He  said  that  he  would  try  me  by  court-martial  so  soon  as 
the  ship  was  at  sea,  and  swore  he  would  shoot  me  if  found  guilty,  and 
if  it  lay  in  his  power  he  would  do  his  best  to  find  me  guilty.  I  remained 
on  board  until  the  27th,  and  then  got  liberty  to  go  on  shore,  and  ran 
away.  Our  half-pay  was  to  have  been  paid  regularly  every  month  by 
Messrs.  Jones,  Higgins  &  Co.,  so  long  as  we  remained  by  her.  We  were 
engaged  for  twenty-four  months,  and  the  half-pay  notes  were  made  out 
for  that  time.  IsTone  of  us  should  have  gone  in  the  ship  but  for  Mr. 
Cunningham  and  Mr.  Buchanan  recommending  her  to  us.  They  have 
also  left  the  Eappahannock. 

THOMAS  SHEOUDEE. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  the  28th  day  of  March,  1864. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  &g.,  &c. 


We,  Samuel  Garland  and  Thomas  Woods,  both  of  Liverpool,  firemen, 
do  solemnly  swear  that  we  were  shipped  at  the  same  time,  and  that  all  the 
statements'  set  forth  by  Thomas  Shrouder  are  true  and  correct,  with  the 
exception  of  that  part  about  the  twenty  francs  and  the  time  that  Shrouder 
left,  we  having  run  away  two  days  before,  (Good  Friday,)  and  were  con- 
cealed until  the  boat  left  for  Dover.  We  were  both  shipped  in  the  same 
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way  by  Mr.  James  Ounningliam  and  Mr.  Joseph  Buchanan,  at  Liver- 
pool, and  onr  half-pay  notes  are  to  be  paid  at  Messrs.  Jones,  Higgins  & 
Co.'s,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool. 

SAMUEL  GARLAND. 
•    THOMAS  WOODS. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  the  28th  day  of  March,  1864,  by  both   deponents. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  dbc,  &o. 


Deposition  of  John  Doic  and  others. 

We,  John  Dow,  John  Pratt,  and  Walter  Dixon,  all  of  Liverpool,  fire- 
men, do  truly  and  solemnly  swear  that  we  were  shipped  with  six  others 
by  James  Cunningham  and  Joseph  Buchanan,  at  a  public  house,  corner 
of  Athol  street,  Liverpool,  for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies.  They  in- 
formed us  that  the  steamer  was  lying  at  Gravesend  waiting  for  firemen, 
the  wages  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £6  10s.  per  month.  We  were  all 
well  treated  with  drink,  and  they  promised  that  our  wives  should  have 
the  month's  advance  if  t^iey  came  with  us  to  the  station,  Lime  street, 
Liverpool,  at  11  o'clock ;  but  instead  of  our  wives  getting  any  money, 
we  were  all  hurried  into  the  train  and  more  liquor  given  us  in  London. 
We  were  taken  in  cabs  to  the  station  for  Dover,  and  on  arrival  there 
were  put  into  the  steam  packet  for  Calais ;  after  we  had  arrived  at  Calais, 
we  were  taken  on  board  the  steamer  Eappahannock,  and  in  the  morning 
asked  if  we  wanted  to  enlist.  Graham,  one  of  us,  said  that  we  came  as 
firemen  or  stokers,  and  not  as  soldiers.  We  were  then  ordered  to  sign 
articles.  They  were  not  read  over  to  us,  but  we  were  to  have  £6  19s. 
lOcZ.  per  month  and  £10  bounty  instead  of  advance,  which  was  to  be 
paid  in  three  days.  Our  half-pay  notes  were  to  be  paid  to  our  wives  in 
Liverpool  for  twenty-four  months,  by  Messrs.  Jones,  Higgins  &  Co., 
Chapel  street,  Liverpool.  After  remaining  on  boafd  about  seven  weeks, 
and  as  the  provisions  were  bad,  and  we  were  treated  more  like  dogs 
than  men,  we  left  the  ship,  leaving  our  clothes  on  board.  None  of  us 
would  have  gone  to  her  had  not  Messrs.  Cunningham  and  Buchanan 
deceived  us.  They  told  us  she  was  for  India.  Had  we  known  she  was 
a  ship  of  war  for  the  confederaites  we  would  not  have  gone  at  all. 

JOHN  DOW. 

JOHN  PEATT. 

WALTEE  DIXON. 

Sworn  by  all  the  deponents  at  my  office.  No.  5  White  Hart  court, 
Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  31st  of  March,  1864,  before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Earl  Rtissell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  18, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  consul 
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in  London,  and  of  the  depositions  of  twenty-one  persons  relative  to  the 
enlistments  stated  to  have  been  made  at  various  places  in  this  kingdom 
for  the  so-styled  confederate  government,  and  to  state  to  you  that  these 
papers  shall  be  considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Chaeles  Peancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.^  &c. 


EUSSELL, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  680.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  5,  1864. 
See  :  I  have  transmitted  to  Lord  Eussell  several  additional  depositions 
of  persons  engaged  by  Mr.  Eumble  for  the  service  of  the  rebels.    A 
€opy  of  my  note  of  the  4th  instant,  and  of  the  papers,  is  forwarded  here- 
with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WilliAjm:  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  up  the  United  States, 

London,  May  4,  1864. 
My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of 
three  more  depositions,  still  further  corroborating  previous  evidence  as 
to  the  part  taken  by  Mr.  Eumble,  an  of&cer  in  her  Majesty's  service,  at 
Sheerness,  in  providing  men  for  the  service  of  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States.  I  would  further  solicit  your  lordship's  particular  atten- 
tion to  that  portion  of  the  evidence  relating  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Eumble 
to  obtain,  by  intimidation,  a  retraction  of  the  testimony  heretofore  given 
against  him. 

Eenewing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eael  Eussell,  &g.,  &c.,  &c. 


Depositions  of  Charles  Bollen  and  Robert  Russell. 

We,  Charles  Bollen  and  Eobert  Eussell,  of  the  island  of  Guernsey,  sea- 
men, do  hereby  sincerely  and  solemnly  swear,  that  on  Thursday  last, 
the  21st  April,  we  were  at  Hot's  coffee-house,  in  the  highway,  when 
a(man  named  Miller  asked  us  if  we  had  a  ship ;  we  answered  we  had. 
He  said,  if  we  would  come  with  him  he  would  ship  us  on  a  London  ship, 
a  steamer,  going  to  run  the  blockade,  and  that  the  wages  would  be  £4 
8s.  a  month  and  £10  bounty.  As  the  wages  were  nearly  double  what 
we  expected  to  get,  we  agreed  to  go  with  him,  and  took  our  clothes  to 
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his  house,  in  High  street,  Shad  well.  On  arrival  there  he  gave  us  two 
shillings  to  spend  for  the  evening.  We  slept  there  that  night,  and  on 
the  following  day,  while  at  dinner,  Miller  told  us  we  need  not  take  our 
clothes  with  us,  as  we  should  not  want  them ;  they  would  find  us  clothes 
on  board  the  ship.  On  the  23d  April,  Saturday  morning,  at  3  o'clock, 
we  were  taken  on  board  the  Rainbow,  Calais  packet ;  Miller  went  with 
us,  and  told  us  we  should  have  a  month's  pay  as  soon  as  we  had  signed 
articles.  We  had  no  food^  with  the  exception  of  a  little  piece  of  bread, 
until  after  we  anived  at  Calais.  When  we  had  got  to  Calais,  Miller 
took  us  and  four  others  alongside  the  Rappahannock.  As  soon  as  we 
knew  what  ship  she  was  we  refused  to  join,  and  told  Miller  that  he  had 
deceived  us — he  promised  us  a  London  ship,  and  had  brought  us  down 
to  the  Rappahannock  confederate  ship  of  war ;  we  demanded  our  pas- 
sage back  to  London.  Miller  said  he  would  send  us  back  to  Dover  only, 
and  we  might  get  to  London  how  we  liked.  We  were  kept  without  food 
while  we  were  at  Calais,  and  on  coming  away  only  received  a  pig's  foot 
and  three  small  cakes.  After  landing  in  Dover  we  had  to  walk  to  Lon- 
don, and  only  had  a  small  piece  of  bread  that  was  given  to  us  on  the 
road.  We  never  had  any  intimation  of  joining  a  ship  of  war,  but  were 
led  to  believe  the  ship  was  a  steamer  going  to  run  the  blockade.  Find- 
ing that  we  would  not  go  in  the  Rappahannock,  we  were  shut  up  in  an 
office  on  the'  pier  at  Calais  until  an  officer  in  uniform  came  to  na,  and 
Miller  wanted  us  to  sign  articles,  but  we  refused.  The  other  four  who 
went  with  us  to  London  signed  articles.  Miller  also  wanted  us  to  sign 
a  pai^er  for  £2  10s.  for  passage  and  shipping,  which  we  also  refused. 

CHARLES  BOLLEK. 

ROBERT  RUSSELL. 

Sworn  by  both  deponents,  at  my  office,  ISo.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  26th  day  of  April,  1864,  before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  AKDREWS, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Deposition  of  George  Thompson. 

I,  George  Thompson,  of  Sheerness,  England,  engineer,  do  hereby  truly 
and  solemnly  swear,  that  hearing,  from  a  friend,  an  engineer  was  wanted 
for  the  Scylla,  I  went  to  Mr.  Rumble's  house  on  Friday,  the  27th  Novem- 
ber last,  for  the  berth.  I  saw  Mr.  Rumble,  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Shep- 
pard,  paymaster  of  the  13th  depot  brigade,  royal  artillery.  When  Cap- 
tain Sheppard  had  left,  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  Tour  name  is  Thompson  f 
I  answered,  "Yes,  sir."  Mr.  Rumble  then  said,  "I  see  here,  by  this 
note,  you  have  been  to  sea ;  well,  this  ship  is  gone,  and  you  are  goiilg  as 
second  engineer."  I  asked  the  wages;  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "For  the 
second  I  can  give  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($1,250)  a  year."  I 
asked  when  I  was  to  go.  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  By-the-by,  do  you  know  of 
any  boiler-makers  ?"  I  answered  "  I  knew  of  one,  if  he  would  let  me  go 
to  London  for  him."  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  O,  dear,  no !  I  want  you  to 
go  away  to-night  or  to-morrow."  I  inquired  after  the  half  pay,  as  I 
wanted  to  know  how  my  wife  and  family  were  to  get  on  in  my  absence. 
Mr.  Rumble  said,  "That  will  be  all  right;  the  half  pay  would  be  paid 
aU  right."  I  wanted  some  money  for  clothes,  and  asked  where  I  was  to 
get  it.  Mr.  Rumble  asked  me  how  much  I  wanted ;  I  answered  "  about 
£20."  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  The  Scylla— but  I  don't  think  that  is  her 
name  now — ^is  lying  at  Calais,  and  you  will  not  want  any  clothes  there ; 
the  uniform  is  gray,  and  they  will  supply  that  or  anything  you  may  want,  as 
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there  is  plenty  of  cloth,  and  men  to  make  them  on  board."  Mr.  Eumhle 
likewise  told  me  to  bring  my  wife  down  to  his  house  about  6  or  7  o'clock 
that  evening,  and  he  would  settle  the  half  pay  in  her  presence.  In  the 
evening,  as  my  wife  was  getting  ready  to  go  to  Mr.  Bumble's,  his  mes- 
senger came,. and  said  that  I  was  to  go  to  Mr.  Greathead's  along  with 
him.  My  wife  and  self  went  with  Mr.  Eumble's  messenger  and  Mr. 
Brampton,  a  titter  in  the  dock-yard  factory,  Sheerness,  to  Mr.  Great- 
head's,  chief  engineer  under  Mr.  Rumble,  at  Sheerness.  Mr.  Greathead 
asked  my  name ;  and  he  said,  "As  Mr.  Eumble  is  not  in  town  at  present, 
I  want  to  know  if  you  will  go  in  this  ship,  the  Scylla?"  I  said,  "Yes, 
provided  they  would  come  to  my  terms."  Mr.  Greathead  asked  me  what  I 
wanted.  I  said,  "If  you  will  give  me  £20 1  will  go  away."  Mr.  Greathead 
answered  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  give  £20,  but  he  would  give 
£10.  I  then  said, ."  About  the  half-pay  note — I  suppose  I  can  make  the 
arrangement  for  that  with  Mr.  Eumble,  or  the  captain  on  board  the 
ship  f"  I  also  said  I  must  have  more  than  £10  if  I  go  away  to-night. 
Mr.  Greathead  said,  "I  can  do  no  more,as  I  am  waiting  for  a  telegraphic 
■message  from  Mr.  Eumble,  who  has  gone  by  London — he  was  sent  for  in 
a  great  hurry  this  afternoon ;  there  is  time  to  go  by  the  train  to-night — I 
wSl  go  to  the  station  with  you."  I  said,  "  Well,  then,  I  shall  not  go  until 
I  have  seen  Mr.  Rumble."  Mr.  Greathead  then  said,  "  Yery  good ;  you 
can  see  Mr.  Euinble  to-morrow."  I  then  left  him.  On  Saturday,  28th 
^November,  about  dinner  time,  I  went  to  Mr.  Eumble's  house  and  saw 
Mr.  Eumble.  He  told  me  to  come  again  in  the  evening,  and  to  bring 
my  wife  with  me,  and  he  would  settle,-  and  see  about  my  going  away  that 
night  or  on  the  Sunday,  and  also  see  about  my  wife's  half  pay.  In  the 
evening  I  went  again.  Mr.  Eumble  said,  "  Well,  Thompson,  I  suppose 
you  are  ready  to  go  away  F  I  said,  "  Yes,  sir,  if  you  will  settle  about  my 
wife's  half  pay."  Mr.  Eumble  said,  "  Fetch  your  wife  in."  I  did  so ; 
and,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Eumble  and  another  female,  Mr.  Eumble 
said  to  my  wife,  "  You  can  receive  your  half  pay  here,  at  my  house,  and 
that  will  be  better  than  going  to  London  for  it,  and  will  save  you 
unnecessary  expense  and  trouble. "  I  asked  him  when  I  was  to  go  away. 
Mr.  Eumble  answered,  "There  is  a  train  going  in  about  an  hour — ^you 
can  go  by  that ;  then,  Thompson,  as  I  am  going  to  take  some  boiler- 
makers  on  Thursday  next,  it  will  be  as  well  to  wait  until  then,  and  all 
go  together."  I  said  to  Mr.  Eumble,  "  Well,  sir,  if  I  am  to  go,  I  may  as 
well  go  at  once."  Mr.  Eumble  said,  "Well,  Thompson,  you  can  go 
to-morrow,  if  you  like^  but  come  to  my  house  on  Monday.  On  Monday, 
the  30th  STovember,  I  called  at  Mr.  Eumble's  house ;  he  was  not  at  home. 
I  called  again  on  Tuesday,  1st  December ;  he  was  not  at  home.  On 
Wednesday,  2d  December,  I  caUed  again,  with  the  same  result ;  and  on 
Thursday,  3d  December,  I  saw  Mr.  Eumble.  Mr.  Eumble  said,  "  Oh, 
Thompson,  I  sui)pose  you  have  come  about  going  on  board  that  shij),  the 
Scylla;  well,  you  had  better  call  again  in  a  few  days,  and  I  will  let  you 
know,  as  her  tubes  are  in  afrightful  condition,  and  she  will  in  all  probability 
lie  there  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  yet,  so  you  have  time  to  get  yourself 
together  a  little."  After  that  night  nothing  more  was  said  to  me  by 
Mr.  Eumble  about  joining  the  Scylla  or  Eappahannock.  I  went  back  to 
work  in  the  factory. 

GEOEGE  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  ofiftce,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  19th  day  of  April,  1864,  before 

me. 

JOHN"  J.  ANDEEWS, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 
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Deposition  of  JEdwin  Shaw  and  William  Hall. 

We,  Edwin  Shaw  and  William  Hall,  hammermen,  of  Sheerness,  Kent, 
do  hereby  truly,  solemnly,  and  sincerely  swear,  that  in  the  early  part  of 
ITovember  last  we  heard  that  the  screw-steamship  Scylla,  of  London, 
wanted  several  stokers,  and  that  all  parties  to  be  engaged  were  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Eumble.  On  the  16th  of  November,  about  a  quarter  before  10 
o'clock  at  night,  we  saw  Mr.  Eumble,  and  said  to  him,  we  hear  you  are 
engaging  men  for  the  Scylla,  of  London.  Mr.  Eumble  said  yes,  and 
asked  us  to  come  inside.  He  took  us  into  his  back  room,  and  said  he 
knew  she  wanted  several  stokers,  and  asked  us  if  we  had  ever  been  to 
sea.  We  answered  no.  Mr.  Eumble  then  said  the  ship  belonged  to  a 
friend  of  his,  who  had  asked  him  to  recommend  some  men  for  her,  but 
he  preferred  men  that  had  been  to  sea ;  he  further  said  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  ship,  and  asked  us  if  we  knew  of  any  men  who  had  been 
to  sea ;  he  would  have  liked  us  to  go  had  we  been  to  sea  before,  but 
could  not  take  upon  himself  to  engage  us  then,  but  as  we  were  respect- 
able men  he  thought  there  would  be  no  trouble  to  get  engaged,  and 
that  we  had  better  go  on  board  or  come  to  his  house  again  on  Wednes- 
day night,  the  18th  of  November,  and  perhaps  the  chief  engineer  (Mr. 
Ferguson)  would  be  there.  On  the  18th  of  November  we  called  again 
at  Mr.  Eumble's  house,  saw  him,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  the  chief 
engineer.  Mr.  Eumble  said  he  had  not,  as  he  was  poorly,  but  expected 
to  see  him  in  a  day  or  so.  On  Saturday,  21st  of  November,  we  went 
again  to  Mr.  Eumble's  with  the  same  result.  On  Monday,  23d  of  Novem- 
ber we  called  agam,  at  Mr.  Eumble's  request.  Mr.  Eumble  then  said,  I 
do  not  know  what  to  do  with  you,  men ;  and  went  and  wrote  a  note  to 
Mr.  Ferguson,  chief  engineer,  and  gave  it  to  us  to  take  on  board  to  Mr. 
Ferguson,  and  told  us  to  go  to  Mr.  Howe's,  the  Fountain  Hotel,  and  the 
boat  he,  Mr.  Howe,  had  engaged  would  take  us  on  board.  On  the 
24th  of  November  we  went  on  board  in  company  with  William  Lodge 
and  Eichard  Spendiff.  When  we  got  there  we  asked  for  the  chief  engi- 
neer. He  was  not  on  board.  We  saw  Mr.  Eamsay,  the  acting  master 
at  the  time,  and  told  him  we  had  a  note  from  Mr.  Eumble  for  Mr.  Fer- 
guson ;  and  afterwards  Mr.  Fergnison  came  on  board,  and  we  gave  him 
the  note  and  told  him  Mr.  Eumbie  had  sent  it.  Mr.  Ferguson,  without 
reading  the  note,  said,  if  Mr.  Eumble  sent  you,  get  to  work.  We,  however, 
wanted  an  understanding  about  the  pay.  Mr.  Ferguson  said  we  should 
have  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  men,  namely,  3s.  6d.  a  day  and  found 
until  the  ship  goes  away.  We  then  wanted  to  know  what  pay  we  were 
to  receive  after  the  ship  left.  Mr.  Ferguson  then  said,  Mr.  Eumble  told 
you,  has  he  not  ?  We  answered,  no.  Mr.  Ferguson  said,  I  don't  know, 
then ;  but  if  you  intend  to  go  in  the  ship  get  to  work  on  the  boilers  at 
once ;  if  not,  clear  out.  We  went  up  on  the  deck.  After  waiting  some 
time  there,  Mr.  Eumble  and  Mr.  Greathead  came  on  board.  Mr.  Eumble 
came  up  to  us  and  asked  if  we  had  seen  Mr.  Ferguson,  and  what  he 
said.  We  told  him,  and  Mr.  Eumble  said  we  had  better  wait  a  little 
while,  as  the  owner  would  be  on  board  soon,  and  then  the  wages  would 
be  settled.  After  waiting  some  time  longer,  Mr.  Pearson  came  on  board. 
Mr.  Einnble  introduced  Mr.  Pearson  to  us  as  the  owner,  and  he  said  to 
Mr.  Pearson  these  are  the  three  stokers  (meaning  us  and  William  Lodge) 
that  I  have  got  for  you,  and  I  have  nothing-  to  do  with  any  besides 
these  three  men.  One  has  been  to  sea  before ;  the  other  two  have  not. 
They  are  respectable  men;  that  is  the  reason  I  recommend  them.  The 
captain,  Mr.  Eamsay,  then  asked  us  what  wages  we  wanted.  After  a 
little  conversation,  we  wanted  £7  a  mouth,  and  £5  was  all  that  was 
offered.    We  walked  away,  and  Mr.  Eumble,  who  had  been  talking  with. 
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Mr.  Eamsay  and  Pearson,  came  and  said  that  Mr.  Pearson  would  give 
£6  a  month,  and  he  thought  that  was  very  good  pay.  We  agreed  to 
that.  Mr.  Eumble  said  there  would  be  other  privileges  and  ways  of 
making  inoney  besides  our  good  pay.  We  then  asked  about  our  half 
pay,  and  we  were  told  that  we  could  leave  half  pay  behind,  and  that  the 
ship  was  going  on  a  trial  trip  and  would  be  back  in  a  day  or  two.  We 
however,  wanted  to  engage  at  once.  Mr.  Eumble  said  that  would  be 
better  still.  We  asked  what  clothes  would  be  required  on  board  the 
ship,  and  was  told  that  a  change  was  sufflcient,  as  there  would  be 
plenty  of  clothes  on  board.  We  went  in  to  the  captain  and  received  £6 
ea«h.  Mr.  Eumble  said  that  they  were  to  give  Lodge  £7  10s.,  as  he 
belonged  to  them ;  was  a  leading  stoker,  and  had  been  to  sea.  Mr.  Eum- 
ble then  took  our  direction  down,  and  said  we  might  rely  upon  him;  he 
would  see  our  half  pay  was  settled.  We  then  went  down  into  the  fore- 
castle and  told  the  other  men  what  we  had  received.  After  a  little 
disturbance  there,  and  finding  that  the  rest  were  only  engaged  for  four- 
teen days,  w©  refused  to  go,  and  gave  the  money  back  and  got  on  shore 
as  soon  as  possible.  Just  before  Mr.  Eumble's  examination  at  Sitting- 
bourne,  Mr.  John  Bramx^ton,  an  engineer  in  the  dock-yard  steam  factory, 
came  to  us  in  the  shop  and  said  it  was  reported  about  that  we  had  been 
engaged  by  Mr.  Eumble  to  work  on  board  the  Eappahannock,  and  he 
advised  us  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Eumble  contradicting  it,  or  we  should 
very  likely  get  the  sack.  Mr.  Brampton  then  dictated  a  letter  in  pencil 
as  to  what  we  had  better  say.  Appearer  Shaw  wrote  the  note,  and 
appearer  Hall  signed  it.  This  note  was  altogether  falge,  but  we  were 
afraid  that  we  should  be  discharged  if  we  refused,  and  hints  were  thrown 
out  about  how  the  boiler-makers  had  been  served.  After  the  letters 
were  sent,  we  went  to  Mr.  Eumble's  house  with  George  Thompson,  at  Mr. 
Eumble's  request.  When  we  arrived  there  we  were  called  up  into  the 
parlor  one  by  one.  Mr.  Eumble,  Mr.  Parks,  and  another  gentleman 
were  present.  Mr.  Eumble  asked  whether  we  had  written  the  letters  he 
held  in  his  hand.  We  answered  we  had.  He  then  said,  you  here  say 
that  I  did  not  engage  you,  or  assisted  to  engage  you ;  the  captain  was 
the  only  man  that  engaged  you;  this  you  assent  in  the  presence  of  these 
two  witnesses.  Fearing  what  would  be  the  result  if  we  denied  it,  we 
each  answered  yes,  and  left  the  room.  Mr.  Eumble  afterwards  asked  us 
down  stairs  to  take  some  ale,  which  we  did.  We  knew  that  Mr.  Eum- 
ble had  engaged  us,  and  that  we  should  stand  a  very  poor  chance  if  we 
set  ourselves  in  opposition  to  him,  so  did  as  he  wished  and  denied  it  in 
the  letter.  A  man  named  Henry  Pearson  Wilson,  but  that  he  went  by 
the  name  of  Jackson,  at  Sheeruess,  representing  himself  as  a  detective, 
met  us  at  Lodge's  house  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  showed  us  a  letter 
written  by  Lodge,  and  he  said  how  much  better  that  read  than  the  one 
we  had  sent.  He  afterwards  offered  to  write  one  for  each  of  us,  copied 
from  the  one  he  had  of  Lodge's,  and  that  he  would  see  us  the  next  night 
about  it.  On  th'e  next  night,  the  4th  of  March,  we  saw  him  again,  and 
he  read  the  note  he  had  written,  and  on  the  following  night,  the  5th 
of  March,  he  brought  one  for  each,  and  asked  us  to  sign,  which  we  did; 
and  as  he  was  a  detective  we  were  afraid  that  if  we  did  not  comply  it 
would  be  all  the  worse  for  us. 

EDWIN  SHAW. 

WILLIAM  HALL. 

Sworn  by  both  of  the  deponents  at  my  offlce,  No.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in 
the  city  of  London,  this  the  22d  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me, 
.  JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

No.  707.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,,  June  2, 18C4. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  of  mine 
addressed  to  Lord  Eussell,  dated,  respectively,  the  23d  and  28th  of  May, 
and  covering  a  number  of  depositions  relating  to  enlistments  for  the 
rebel  vessels.  His  lordship  has  as  yet  sent  me  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  earlier  one  only.  His  attention  is  now  so  much  engrossed  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  conference,  this  correspondence  with  me,  usually 
rather  brisk,  languishes. 

Copies  of  all  the  papers  are  annexed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwarb, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Mr.  Adams's  note  to  Earl  Russell  of  28th  May  is  printed  with  the 
above  dispatch  under  subdivision  "  The  Georgia,"  ante.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  23, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  num- 
ber of  additional  depositions,  all  going  to  show  the  continuance  of  the 
practice  of  enlistments  of  British  subjects  by  the  insurgents  of  the 
United  States  and  their  agents  within  this  kingdom. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  EARL  Russell,  &c.,  &c.,  dsc. 


Deposition  of  Maurice  Breen. 

I,  Maurice  Breen,  of  William's  Place,  William  street,  Liverpool,  fire- 
man, make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  I  am  a  British  subject.  On  Satur- 
day last, .  May  14th,  I  was  at  home,  and  a  fireman  named  John  Fleming 
came  to  me  and  told  me  that  he  had  made  an  agreement  with  Mr. 
Campbell  to  go  a  voyage,  and  that  he  had  mentioned  me  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell as  likely  to  go;  accordingly  1  went  with  hira  to.  Mr.  Campbell's 
house,  No.  28  Regent  street ;  Mr.  Campbell  has  a  clothing  shop  there. 
It  is  a  kind  of  a  private  shop  in  an  inner  room.  There  Mr.  Campbell 
asked  me  if  I  knew  the  agreement ;  I  said  no,  but  I  will  know.  He  then 
told  me  I  was  to  get  £7  per  month,  and  £10  in  hand,  and  half  pay  to  be 
left  behind — that  is,  paid  here.  Out  of  the  £10  in  hand  he  was  to  de- 
duct £2  for  himself,  he  to  pay  all  expenses  of  traveling.  I  agreed  to 
go  on  these  terms,  but  did  not  sign  any  agreement.  That  night  I  took 
my  bag  to  his  house  to  be  forwarded,  and  the  next  morning  we  went  by 
appointment  to  the  Lime  street  railway  station,  where  we  met  Mr.  Camj)- 
bell,  and  went  with  him  in  a  third-class  carriage  of  the  half-past  nine 
train.    I  believe  nineteen  tickets  were  taken,  and  there  were  about 
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as  many  men.  "We  arrived  in  London  about  six  or  seven  in  the 
evening.  We  went  into  a  public  house  near  Euston  Squarfe,  and 
Campbell  gave  us  a  drink  all  around.  We  then  got  into  a  van  in  which 
oiu"  luggage  was.  While  we  were  in  the  van  a  man  who  seemed  to  be 
second  in  command,  who  was  a  carpenter, 'passed  the  word  to  us  that 
we  were  to  call  Campbell  Captain  Thompson  from  that  time  forth.  We 
were  driven  to  a  hotel  on  the  opposite  of  London  bridge,  near  the 
railway  station,  and  slept  there.  Next  morning  (Monday)  we  had 
breakfast  there,  and  took  the  train  for  Dover,  and  arrived  there  about 
noon.  The  carpenter  took  us  into  a  hotel,  but  Campb'jU  took  us  away 
from  that  hotel  into  another.  He  paid  for  all  the  drink  we  had  there 
and  dinner  and  supper.  In  the  evening  we  were  grumbling  at  not  hav- 
ing enough  to  drink,  and  we  went  to  the  first  hotel,  from  which  we  had 
been  taken  away  by  Campbell,  and  had  more  drink.  The  carpenter 
ordered  the  drink  for  us,  and  Campbell  jDaid  for  it  eleven  shillings.  At 
night,  about  half-past  ten,  we  left  by  the  mail  steamer  for  Calais,  which 
we  reached  very  early  in  the  morning.  We  all  went  into  the  hotel  there, 
and  had  something  to  eat  and  a  drink  apiece,  and  slept  there  for  the 
rest  of  the  night,  and  had  breakfast  there.  We  were  then  taken  to  a 
ship,  which  I  believe  to  be  the  Eappahannock.  I  think  the  name  was 
Kappahannock,  because  when  we  were  at  Dover  the  people  asked  us  if 
we  were  going  on  board  the  Eappahannock,  and  at  Calais  the  people 
asked  us  the  same  question.  It  was  a  steamship  with  two  funnels,- 
rigged  like  a  ship.  Before  I  left  Liverpool  1  knew  that  I  was  wanted 
for  a  southern  privateer.  Campbell  told  me  that  I  was  wanted  for 
a  southern  privateer,  but  he  would  not  teU  me  the  name  of  the  ship. 
When  we  got  to  the  ship,  Campbell  went  aboard,  and  the  carpenter  and 
some  others.  Campbell  then  came  back  to  us,  and  said  that  they  wanted 
no  firemen,  but  any  deck  hands  or  sailors  who  chose  to  stay  would  be  em- 
ployed. I  did  not  choose  to  go  as  a  deck  hand,  nor  did  any  of  the  fire- 
men. We  knocked  about  there  for  several  hours.  Campbell  told  us  to 
go  to.  a  public  house  for  our  dinner  and  tea,  and  we  went  there  in  the 
evening.  Campbell  went  with  us  to  the  French  custom-house,  where 
we  got  our  luggage,  and  he  put  us  on  board  a  London  steamboat  and 
paid  our  passage  and  came  with  us.  We  arrived  in  London  on  Wednes- 
day morning.  We  took  the  train  for  Liverpool  about  half  (?)  eleven. 
There  were  eleven  of  us  returning.  In  the  train  I  asked  Campbell  if 
we  were  going  to  get  anything  for  our  lost  time.  He  said  he  could  not 
do  anything  for  us,  as  he  should  be  a  greater  loser  than  any  of  us.  I 
said  it  made  no  matter  who  was  a  loser,  and  would  get  my  wages.  He 
■said  he  could  not  do  anything.  He  was  nearly  a  ruined  man  by  the 
expedition.  I  asked  him  who  had  paid  our  expenses  to  France  and  back 
again.  He  said  he  had  paid  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  but  he  was  repaid 
by  the  officers  of  the  ship  for  all  exijenses  of  the  men  who  staid  on 
board.  He  said  he  was  clear  as  to  them,  but  he  was  a  loser  as  to  all 
who  had  returned.  I  asked  him  why  he  had  not  brought  us  before  the 
olficer,  and  left  us  to  speak  for  ourselves  and  ask  for  payment,  and  I 
said  he  was  the  man  who  had  brought  us,  and  he  must  pay  us.  We 
reached  Liverpool,  and  he  gave  us  a  drink,  and  gave  me  a  five-franc 
piece  to  pay  for  a  donkey  to  carry  our  baggage,  and  we  left  him.  Next 
day  (Thursday)  I  called  to  see  him  twice,  and  found  him  in  the  second 
time.  I  asked  him  again  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time.  He  said  he  had 
met  the  rest  of  us  in  Chapel  street,  and  that  they  were  to  meet  at  half- 
past  four  at  Jones's  office.  I  went  to  Jones's  office  at  that  time,  and  we 
all  met  there,  and  Campbell  called  me  and  another  man  into  the  office ; 
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there  was  a  young  clerk  there,  about  16  or  17.  Campbell  said  to  him 
"  These  are  the  men  that  have  been  sent  to  the  Eappahannock,  and  they 
have  come  back  and  want  to  get  something  for  their  lost  time."  The 
clerk  said,  "I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it."  I  then  left  the  office, 
and  Campbell  came  after  v&  and  told  me  he  had  seen  J.  W.  Carr,  the 
attorney,  in  Castle  street,  and  mentioned  this  affair  to  him,  and  Mr. 
Carr  said  he  could  not  attend  to  it  till  Saturdaj'  next,  but  would  attend 
to  it  then ;  and  Campbell  wanted  us  all  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Carr  and 
see  what  could  be  done  to  take  proceedings  against  the  ship  for  our 
lost  time.  I  told^hiin  to  look  out  for  himself  for  his  payment,  and  that 
I  should  look  to  him  for  mine.    I  have  not  seen  him  since. 

MAUEICE  BEEEjST. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  this  20th  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

ISHAM  H.  ESELL, 

A  Gommissioner,  t&c, 


Deposition  of  John  Fleming. 

John  Fleming,  of  ISo.  3  Court  Lightbody  street,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster : 

■  On  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  May,  instant,  I  heard  that  Mr.  A.  Camp- 
bell, of  Regent  street,  Liverpool,  aforesaid,  boarding-house  keeper,  was 
in  want  of  men  to  join  a  steamer  which  was  lying  at  Calais,  in  France,  and 
I  called  at  his  house  to  see  him  about  it,  when  he  told  me  that  there  was  a 
good  chance  for  me  to  join  a  steamer  lying  in  France,  and  that  1  should 
receive  £7  a  month  as  fireman,  and  that  I  would  be  paid  £10  on  signing 
articles.  I  agreed  to  go,  and  Mr.  Campbell  told  me  that  he  did  not 
know  what  day  I  should  be  required  to  join,  and  on  the  following  Satur- 
day I  called  upon  him,  when  he  directed  me  to  bring  my  bag  to  his  house 
the  following  rlight.  I  brought  my  bag  on  the  Saturday  night  as  di- 
rected, when  he  said  that  he  was  short  of  hands ;  when  I  told  him  that  I 
would  bring  my  brother  in-law  down  to  see  him,  and  he  directed  me  to 
call  the  following  Sunday  morning.  I  told  Barnard  Cassidy  and  Mau- 
rice Breen,  my  brother-in-law,  of  this,  and  they  saw  Mr.  Campbell  and 
agreed  to  go  with  me.  Campbell  then  took  me  and  the  others  on  the 
Sunday  morning  to  the  Lime  street  railway  station,  and  paid  our  fares  to 
London,  he  coming  along  with  us.  We  arrived  at  Loudon  on  Sunday 
night,  and  Campbell  took  us  to  a  hotel  and  paid  for  our  lodgings  for  the 
night.  On  the  following  Monday  morning  he  took  us  to  a  railway  sta-- 
tion  and  booked  us  for  Dover,  and  we  left  Dover  about  ten  the  same 
night  for  Calais,  and  arrived  there  about  three  in  the  morning.  When 
we  arrived  at  Calais  we  were  taken  to  the  De  Victoria  Hotel,  where  we 
slept  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning,  after  breakfast,  Campbell  took 
us  on  the  shore  to  look  at  the  Eappahannock,  when  Camijbell  went  on 
board  her,  and  some  time  afterwards  he  came  ashore  again  and  told 
us  that  we  should  not  be  required,  and  asked  us  what  we  required,  when 
we  told  hiin  that  we  should  require  our  passage  paid  home  again,  and 
something  for  lost  time.  He  then  took  us  on  board  a  steamer  and 
brought  us  to  London.  When  we  arrived  at  London  he  took  us  to  the 
railway  station  and  booked  us  for  Liverpool,  having  first  given  us  a 
supply  of  provisions  and  drink.  We  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  18th 
of  May,  instant,  and  we  asked  Mr.  Campbell  to  pay  "us  for  our  lost  time, 
when  he  said  that  we  must  meet  him  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  Chapel 
street,  in  Liverpool  aforesaid,  on  Thursday,  at  4  o'clock,  when  he  would 
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see  what  he  would  allow  us.  I  went  to  Jones's  office,  and  in  the  doorway 
I  met  Mr.  Campbell  going  into  the  office,  and  waited  outside  for  him ; 
and  when  he  came  out  he  told  me  that  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  get  any 
money  for  me ;  that  it  was  a  great  loss  to  him ;  when  I  told  him  that  he 
had  engaged  me,  and  I  would  look  to  him  for  my  money. 

I  signed  a  paper,  which  Mr.  Campbell  handed  to  me  previous  to  going 
with  him  to  London,  entitling  him  to  £2  if  I  was  engaged  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock. 

JOHN  FLEMING. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  20th  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

iSHAM  H.  ESELL, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Bernard  Cassidy. 

Bernard  Cassidy,  of  3  Court  Lightbody  street,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  makes  oath  and  says  as  follows  : 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  day  of  May,  instant,  I  heard  from  John  Fleming 
that  he  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Eegent  street,  Liverpool, 
to  join  a  steamer  lying  in  France,  at  £7  a  month,  and  I  accompanied 
him  to  the  railway  station  to  see  him  off.  When  I  saw  Mr.  Campbell  I 
toldlhim  that  if  he  was  short  of  hands  I  would  go ;  when  he  said,  "All 
right ;  you  can  go  on  the  same  terms  as  the  other  men,"  which  I  agreed 
to ;  and  I  signed  a  paper,  which  was  handed  me  by  Mr.  Campbell,  enti- 
tling him  to  £2  if  I  was  engaged  on  the  steamer.  We  left  Liverpool , 
the  same  night  for  London,  Campbell  paying  our  fares  there ;  and  on 
our  arrival  we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  to  Dover,  and 
from  there  to  Calais.  On  our  arrival  at  Calais  we  were  taken  to  a  hotel, 
and  after  a  few  hours'  sleep  Campbell  invited  us  to  go  and  look  at  the 
ship.  He  went  on  board  the  Eappahannock,  and  some  time  afterwards  he 
returned  and  informed  me  that  he  was  sorry  that  we  were  not  wanted, 
but  that  he  would  pay  our  passages  home.  He  then  took  us  to  another 
hotel,  and  after  we  had  dinner  he  took  us  on  board  a  steamer  and  paid 
our  fares  to  London.  When  we  arrived  in  London,  Campbell  took  us  to  a 
public  house,  where  we  had  some  refreshments,  and  were  afterwards  taken 
in  cars  to  the  Euston  Square  railway  station,  and  Campbell  paid  our 
fares  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  18th  instant.  When  we  ar- 
rived Eit  Liverpool  we  asked  Campbell  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time,  when 
he  directed .  us  to  call  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool, 
when  he  would  see  what  he  could  get  for  us.  I  did  not  call  at  Jones  & 
Co.'s  office  as  directed.  One  of  the  men,  whose  name,  I  believe,  is  Con- 
ner, who  came  with  us,  informed  me  that  himself  and  several  others  who 
had  gone  with  us  had  been  recently  paid  off  from  the  confederate  steamer 
Georgia,  and  that  his  pay  would  run  until  he  joined  the  Eappahannock. 

his 

BEENAED  x   CASSIDY. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  20th  day  of  May, 
1864 ;  this  affidavit  having  been  previously  read  over  to  him,  and  he 
appearing  perfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  made  his  mark  thereto 
in  my  presence. 

ISHAM  H.  ESELL, 

A  Commissioner,  (S;c. 
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Deposition  of  W.  Bawlinson. 

I,  William  Eawlinson,  of  91  ]Srew  Edgar  street,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows  :  I  am  a 
British  subject.  On  Thursday,  the  12th  May,  instant,  I  was  at  the  Birk- 
enhead dock's  landing  talking  to  Patrick  Bradley,  a  friend  of  mine,  who 
was  working  on  board  the  Georgia,  when  he  told  me  to  speak  to  Mr. 
A.  Campbell,  of  28  Eegent  street,  Liverpool,  boarding-house  keeper,  as 
he  thought  he  wanted  hands  to  join  a  steamer.  I  went  to  Mr.  Campbell 
and  asked  him  if  he  wanted  hands,  whfti  he  said  he  did,  and  directed 
me  to  see  Bradley  again,  and  he  would  tell  me  more  about  it.  I  saw 
Bradley  the  following  Saturday,  when  he  told  me  to  be  at  Walker's  pub- 
lic house,  Eegent  street,  at  half  past  eightthe  same  night,  with  my  clothes. 
I  went  to  Walker's  public  house  asdirected,whenBradley  cameinwith  sev- 
eral other  men,  and  Bradley  took  us  all  down  to  Campbell's  house.  Camp- 
bell then  took  down  our  names,  and  told  us  to  he  at  the  Lime  street  rail- 
way station  at  7  o'clock  the  following  Sunday  morning.  I  then  asked 
Campbell  what  the  wag-es  would  be,  when  he  said  I  should  get  £6  a 
month  and  £10  bounty,  and  that  I  would  have  to  pay  him  £2  oat  of  the 
bounty  money,  and  I  signed  a  paper  to  that  effect.  We  all  left  our 
clothes  at  Campbell's  house.  I  went  to  the  railway  station  at  7  o'clock 
the  following  Sunday  morning,  and  saw  Campbell  and  the  other  men 
there.  Campbell  paid  my  fare  to  London,  where  we  arrived  about  nine 
the  same  night,  and  we  were  taken  to  a  public  house  and  staid  the  night. 
The  next  morning  we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  for 
Dover,  arriving  there  about  noon.  At  Dover  we  were  taken  on  board 
the  mail  steamer,  and  our  fares  were  paid  by  Campbell  to  Calais.  We  ar- 
rived at  Calais  about  midnight,  and  we  were  taken  to  a  public  house 
and  slept  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  I  went  alone  to  the  shore  to 
look  for  the  steamer,  and  discovered  that  she  was  the  confederate 
steamer  Eappahannock,  and  went  on  board  of  her,  I  saw  a  friend  of 
mine  on  board,  who  asked  me  if  I  was  going  in  her.  I  said  I  was,  and 
asked  him  where  she  was  going.  He  said  she  was  a  confederate.  I 
then  came  ashore,  and  went  back  to  the  hotel  and  had  breakfast,  and 
Campbell  took  us  all  down  to  the  ship.  Campbell  went  on  board  her 
with  several  of  the  men,  and  I  was  afterwards  called  on  board  by  the 
carpenter,  who  took  me  to  the  lieutenant,  who  asked  me  what  ships  I 
had  been  in.  I  told  him,  and  he  said  all  right.  I  then  went  ashore, 
and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  Campbell  came  ashore  and  said  to  us 
that  it  was  a  hard  job ;  that  after  bringing  us  there,  they  did  not  want 
any  more  men  of  our  trade.  Whilst  Campbell  was  telling  us  this,  the 
lieutenant  called  me  on  board  again,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  sign  arti- 
cles to  serve  as  a  deck  hand  at  £3  12s.  a  month,  and  £10  when  we  got 
in  blue  water ;  but  when  I  found  out  the  service  she  was  in  I  declined 
to  go,  and  came  ashore  again,  and  Campbell  came  up  to  me  and  said 
there  was  no  chance  for  me  unless  I  went  as  a  deck  hand.  I  told  him  I 
would  not,  and  I  intended  to  go  home  again.  I  then  asked  Campbell 
for  money  to  pay  my  fare  back  again,  when  he  said  he  did  not  think  he 
had  enough  for  us  all ;  but  I  insisted  upon  his  getting  the  money,  and 
we  were  taken  to  another  hotel,  and  after  having  refreshments  Camp- 
bell paid  our  fares  to  London — he  coming  with  us.  When  we  arrived 
in  London  we  went  to  a  public  house,  and  afterwards  to  the  railway  sta- 
tion, and  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on 
Wednesday  last.  On  our  arrival  I  asked  Campbell  who  was  to  pay  me 
for  my  lost  time ;  when  he  said  he  would  see  about  it,  as  it  was  a  bad 


THE    RAPPAHANNOCK.  781 

job  for  Mm,  but  directed  iis  to  meet  at  Jones's  office,  Chapel  street,  Liv- 
erpool, tbe  next  day,  (Thursday.)  We  all  went  to  Jones's  office  and 
waited  outside,  when  Campbell  came  out  and  said  there  was  no  one  in, 
and  that  he  was  not  quite  sure  whether  Jones  or  Fraser  &  Co.  were 
agents- for  the  ship,  and  that  if  I  met  him  on  the  following  Saturday 
morning  he  would  see  what  he  could  .get  for  me.  I  declined  to  meet 
him  again,  and  told  him  that  he  had  engaged  me,  and  Hooked  to  him  for 
my  money,  and  if  he  did  not  pay  me  I  would  make  him.  On  our  way 
from  London  to  Liverpool  Campbell  told  me  that  this  had  been  a  very 
bad  job  for  him  ;  that  he  had  made  well  out  of  the  Alabama  and  Geor- 
gia, but  this  one  was  the  worst  he  had  had. 

W.  EAWLmSOK 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JAMES  THOENELY, 
A  Commissioner,  tfcc,  cfcc. 


Deposition  of  John  Davies. 

1,  John  Davies,  of  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Great  Howard  street,  Liver- 
pool, fireman,  make  oath  and  say :  On  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  May, 
a  man  named  Conner  called  at  my  lodgings  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  a 
job.  I  said  yes ;  do  you  know  where  I  can  get  one  1  He  said  yes ;  go 
down  to  Campbell,  in  Eegent  street.  The  neit  morning  I  called  at 
Campbell's  house  and  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  a  job.  He  said  he 
could,  and  directed  me  to  bring  my.clothes  down  to  his  hoiise  the  follow- 
ing Saturday  night.  I  brought  my  clothes  as  directed,  when  Campbell 
told  me  to  be  at  the  Lime  street  railway  station  between  seven  and 
eight  the  next  morning.  I  asked  him  what  terms  I  was  going  on,  when 
he  said  £6  a  month  and  £10  bounty,  and  1  was  to  pay  him  £2  out  of 
my  bounty  money.  I  brought  my  clothes. down  to  the  station  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  morning,  and  saw  Campbell  with  other  men  there. 
Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  London.  When  we  arrived  he  took  us  to  a 
public  house,  where  we  staid  the  night,  and  on  the  following  morning 
we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  for  Dover,  and  from 
there  to  Calais.  When  we  arrived  at  Calais  Campbell  took  us  to  a  pub- 
lic house,  and  we  staid  there  all  night.  On  the  Tuesday  morning 
Campbell  took  us  down  to  the  beach,  where  the  confederate  steamer 
Eappahannock  was  lying,  and  he  went  on  board  her,  leaving  myself 
and  another  on  the  beach.  In  a  short  time  Campbell  came  ashore  again 
and  said  to  us,  this  is  a  nice  job;  after  bringing  you  men  here  you  are 
not  wanted ;  all  the  places  are  filled.  He  took  us  all  back  to  a  hotel 
and  paid  for  drink  for  us,  and  Campbell  told  us  we  should  have  to  wait 
with  him,  as  he  would  have  to  send  home  for  money.  We  waited  at  the  • 
hotel  until  night,  when  Campbell  took  us  on  board  the  mail  steamer 
and  paid  our  fares  to  London.  When  we  arrived  in  London  Campbell 
took  us  in  cars  to  the  railway  station  and  left  our  luggage  there,  and 
after  having  some  refreshments  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Liverpool. 
On  our  arrival  we  asked  Campbell  who  was  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time, 
when  he  said  he  would  see  about  that.  Campbell  engaged  a  Cart  for 
our  luggage  and  gave  us  some  drink,  and  we  told  him  we  would  see  him 
in  the  morning.  We  called  at  his  house  the  next  day,  but  he  was  out, 
and  we  went  to  Jones's  office,  Chapel  street,  and  after  waiting  there 
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some  time,  Campbell  told  us  that  lie  had  not  got  any  money  for  us  yet, 
and  asked  us  to  meet  him  on  Saturday,  which  we  declined  doing. 

his 

JOHN  X  JDAVIES. 

mark. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  2lst  day  of  May, 
1S64 ;  this  affidavit  having  been  previously  read  over  to  the  deponent, 
and  he  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  made  his  mark 
thereto  in  my  presence. 

JAMES  THORNELT, 

A  Commissioner,  i&c,  &g. 


JDepositicn  of  Matthew  McMullan. 

I,  Matthew  McMullan,  of  Stone  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  Last  Thursday  week, 
the  12th  of  May,  instant,  I  met  a  person  named  Lyon  as  I  was  in  a  pub- 
lic house  in  Prussia  street,  in  Liverpool  aforesaid.  He  said  he  would 
get  me  a  job,  and  that  he  was  going  to  j<}in  a  boat  in  France.  I  asked 
him  what  the  wages  would  be.  He  said  his  wages  would  be  £7  per 
month,  but  he  did  not  know  what  mine  ^^'ould  be.  We  then  went 
together  to  No.  28  Eegent  street,  being  a  house  kept  by  Qampbell  as  a 
boarding-house.  I  had  a  card  given  me  with  his  address.  There  were 
several  other  persons  there.  We  sat  down  and  had  some  beer  together, 
and  a  person  I  know  since  to  be  Campbell  asked  how  many  could  we 
muster  now,  and  if  I  had  a  bag.  I  said  not  then.  Campbell  thought  I 
was  going  to  remain  there  for  the  night,  but  I  did  not.  On  Saturday 
evening  following,  I,  with  others,  went  to  Campbell's  house.  I  saw  him ; 
he  said  he  had  made  it  all  right,  and  I  with  the  others  were  to  be  at  his 
house  Sunday  morning  at  8  o'clock.  I  and  Johu  Davies  went  there 
accordingly,  and  saw  Campbell  and  several  othersi*  I  went  in,  and  a 
person  I  took  to  be  Mrs.  Campbell  asked  me  to  write  my  name.  I  did 
not  do  so,  but  took  the  pen  in  my  hand.  It  was  there  arranged  by 
'  Campbell  I  should  go  with  the  others  to  Lime  street  station  and  meet 
him  there  at  half  past  8  o'clock.  I  did  so,  and  our  fares  were  paid 
for  London.  We  stopped  that  day  in  London,  and  took  the  train  the 
next  morning  for  Dover,  our  tickets  being  given  us  as  before,"  and 
arrived  there  about  half  past  10  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Campbell  accompanied  us  to  Dover  and  went  to  Calais  with  us,  and 
appeared  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  arrangements.  We  went  on  to 
Calais  the  same  evening,  and  arrived  there  about  midnight,  and  went  to 
a  hotel  and  stopped  there  for  the  night.  After  taking  breakfast  I  saw 
Campbell  outside  the  hotel  door,  and  he  said,  "Have  all  hands  got  their 
breakfast  now?"  Some  one  said  "yes."  He  said  there  were  four  of  us 
to  get  breakfast  first.  I  woit  soon  after  this  with  others  to  the  ship, 
which  I  have  since  heard  was  the  Eax)pahannock.  I  was  looking  on, 
when  Campbell  by  this  time  came  w^  and  went  on  board.  I  saw  him 
talk  to  a  person  on  board,  apparently  an  officer,  and  he  afterwards  came 
on  shore  and  said  to  us,  "  This  is  a  fine  job  ;  after  I  have  fetched  you 
here  there  are  no  firemen  wanted."  Campbell  then  said  h6  would  see 
the  captain  and  see  about  getting  the  money  for  the  fares  back  from  him. 
Campbell  took  us  back  to  the  hotel  and  ordered  dinner  for  us,  and  then 
went  to  get  our  bags  out  of  the  custom-house,  and  took  the  bags  of  the 
men  that  went  into  the  ship  to  the  ship,  giving  the  other  bags  back  to  those 
who  did  not  go.    I  and  the  others  who  were  not  wanted  began  to  talk 
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of  liow  to  get  home.  The  mistress  of  the  house  where  we  staid  said 
■we  could  get  a  boat  about  half  past  10  o'clock  for  London.  Campbell 
paid  our  fares  and  we  returned.  We  then  wanted  to  stop  in  London, 
and  asked  him  if  he  could  make  any  arrangement  with  us,  and  we 
offered  to  take  £1  10s.  each ;  but  he  would  not  give  it  to  us,  only  the 
fare  from  London  to  Liverpool,  which  we  would  not  take.  Campbell 
then  finding  no  arrangement  could  be  made  with  us,  returned  with  us 
to  Liverpool,  paying  our  fares  and  giA'ing  us  refreshment  by  the  way. 
On  aiTiving  in  Liverpool  Campbell  got  all  the  bags  in  a  cart,  giving  to" 
Maurice  O'Brien  to  pay  the  carter  a  five-franc  piece,  and  two  shillings  as 
a  treat.  The  next  day  I  met  Campbell  in  Eegent  street,  who  treated  me 
with  the  eight  others  to  some  drink. 

MATTHEW  McMULLAN. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JAMES  THOENELY, 

A  Commissioner,  i&c,  &c. 


Depositions  of  John  McClusJcy  and  PatricTc  Bradley. 

We,  John  McOlusky,  boarding  at  No.  1  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool, 
and  Patrick  Bradley,  boarding  at  No.  33  Standish  street,  Liverpool,  fire- 
man, make  oath  and  say : 

We  are  both  British  subjects.  On  last  Monday  week  we  were  on  the 
Cheshire  side  of  the  water,  standing  beside  the  Georgia,  looking  out 
for  a  job,  when  a  man  asked  us  if  we  would  like  a  job,  and  gave  us  a 
card  bearing  Mr.  Campbell's  name  and  address,  and  told  us  to  apply 
there.  We  have  since  seen  this  man  at  Mr.  Campbell's.  That  night  we 
went  to  Mr.  Campbell's,  No.  28  Eegent  street,  Liverpool.  He  asked  us 
what  we  wanted  of  him.  We  said  we  understood  that  he  had  an  order 
for  some  firemen.  He  told  us  to  call  again  on  Wednesday.  We  called 
then,  but  he  was  at  the  theater.  We  had  a  job  on  the  Georgia,  cleaning 
her  up,  and  we  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Campbell's  on  Thursday  night.  He 
came  to  the  Georgia  on  Friday,  and  said  he  had  been  expecting  us  the 
night  before.  We  said  we  would  go  that  night  to  see  him.  We  went 
accordingly,  and  he  agreed  with  us  to  give  us  £10  down  and  £6  a  month. 
Out  of  the  £10  we  were  to  give  him  £2  for  his  bother.  He  told  us  to 
leave  our  bags  at  his  house  on  Saturday  night.  We  did  so,  and  went 
to  his  house  by  appointment  at  8  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning.  He  took 
down  our  names,  and  we  went  to  the  railway  station  and  started  with 
him  for  London  by  the  half  past  9  o'clock  train.  We  arrived  in  London 
in  the  evening,  and  slept  there  that  night.  He  gave  us  refreshments 
and  drink  on  the  way,  and  we  had  ev^ery  accommodation.  We  went  to 
the  station  beside  the  bridge,  to  go  to  Dover  the  next  morning,  (Monday,) 
and  aiTived  there  about  the  middle  of  the  day.  We  had  a  kind  of  a 
notion  of  where  we  were  going.  We  took  the  packet  that  evening  to 
Calais,  and  arrived  there  early  on  Tuesday  morning.  W^e  staid  at  a 
hotel  there  the  rest  of  the  night.  About  10  o'clock  or  so,  we  went  down 
to  one  of  the  quays  and  saw  a  ship  with  the  confederate  flag  flying.  It 
was  a  steamer.  Campbell  and  a  man  who  was  a  carpenter  (who  said  he 
had  been  out  in  the  Georgia,  and  who  seemed  to  know  all  about  it)  went 
on  board.  The  carpenter  had  come  with  us  from  Liverpool.  We  heard 
some  people  on  the  quay  speaking  of  the  ship  as  the  Eappahannock, 
We  all  knew  at  Dover  where  we  were  going,  and  the  people  at  Dover 
knew  it.    The  boarding-house  keeper  at  Dover,  where  we  had  our  din- 
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ner,  said  others  liad  been  before  on  the  same  errand ;  Campbell  came 
back,  and  said  that  there  were  no  places  for  firemen,  and  began  to 
lament  his  case,  and  said  what  expenses  there  had  been,  and  this  and 
that.  "We  went  away  then  to  the  Dover  Castle  Inn,  and  started  next 
night  with  Campbell  for  London,  by  the  steamer.  The  carpenter  and 
one  of  our  chaps,  a  trimmer,  (an  Englishman,  I  think,)  staid  on  board 
the  Eappahannock.  We  came  to  London  and  came  back  to  Liverpool. 
Campbell  paid  all  the  expenses.  When  we  came  to  Loudon  we  asked 
him  to  give  us  something  for  our  lost  time,  aud  said  if  he  would  do  so 
we  would  stay  there.  He  offered  us  our  train  money  to  Liverpool,  but 
said  he  could  not  give  more,  because  this  expedition  had  ruined  him. 
The  carpenter  told  us  at  Calais  to  go  to  Jones's  office,  28  Chapel  street, 
Liverpool,  and  state  our  case,  and  get  something  for  our  lost  time  if  we 
could.  We  went  with  some  others,  but  did  not  see  any  one  but  a  clerk, 
but  Mr.  Jones  was  out.    We  know  nothing  more. 

JOHN  McCLUSKT. 

P.  BRADLEY. 

Sworn  on  the  21st  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JAMES  THOEISTELT, 

A  Commissioner,  &c. 


Deposition  of  WilUam  Raivlinson. 

I,  William  Eawlinson,  of  91  ]N"ew  Edgar  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

During  the  time  I  was  at  Mr.  Campbell's  house  engaging  to  go  in  the 
steamer  Eappahannock,  referred  to  in  my  af&davit  of  the  21st  instant,  I 
saw  a  man  there  whose  name,  I  believe,  is  Eobert  Neal ;  Neal  is  a  ship- 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  he  accompanied  me  and  others  to  Calais  to  join 
the  steamer,  his  expenses  being  also  paid  by  Campbell,  lineal  told  me 
at  Calais  that  Campbell  had  got  him  the  job,  and  that  he  had  signed 
articles  to  serve  as  carpenter's  mate  at  the  rate  of  £14  a  month.  There 
were  several  other  men  who  had  gone  with  us  to  Calais,  but  whose  names 
I  do  not  know,  engaged  to  serve  on  board  the  steamer,  and  we  left  them 
and  JSTeal  on  board  of  her. 

W.  EAWLI2fS0]S^. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHK  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chaiicery  in  Mngland. 


Deposition  of  Maurice  Breen. 

I,  Maurice  Breen,  ofWilliam's  Place,  William  street,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  Saturday,  the  14th  May,  instant,  when  I  was  at  Mr.  Campbell's 
house,  agreeing  with  him  to  join  the  steamer  referred  to  in  my  affidavit 
of  the  21st  instant,  I  saw  Eobert  ZSTeal,  a  ship's  carpenter,  there;  I  again 
saw  ISTeal  the  following  Sunday  morning  in  Campbell's  houses,  and  I  after- 
wards saw  him  at  the  railway  station.  j!feal  came  with  the  other  men 
to  Calais,  Campbell  paying  all  his  expenses.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
Eappahannock,  Neal  went  on  board  of  her  with  Campbell,  and  he  was 
engaged  to  serve  as  carpenter's  mate,  and  we  left  him  on  board. 

Several  other  men  who  came  with  us  are  well  known  to  me,  but  I  can- 
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not  remember  their  names.  These  men  were  all  engaged  by  Campbell, 
and  they  signed  articles  to  serve  on  the  Eappahannock,  and  remained 
on  board  her  when  I  left. 

MAUEICE  BEEBK 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Matthew  McMullan. 

I,  Matthew  McMullan,  of  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

Upon  several  occasions  when  I  called  at  Mr.  Campbell's  house  to  en- 
gage with  him  to  join  the  Eappahannock,  referred  to  in  my  affidavit  of 
the  21st  of  May  instant,  I  saw  a  ship's  carpenter  there,  named  Eobert 
Neal.  Neal  appeared  to  me  to  be  lodging  at  Campbell's  house.  I  again 
saw  Neal  at  the  railway  station  on  the  following  Sunday  morning,  and 
he  accompanied  us  to  Calais,  Campbell  paying  our  expenses.  "When  we 
arrived  at  the  steamer  Campbell  took  Neal  on  board  with  him,  and  Neal 
was  engaged  as  carpenter's  mate. 

Several,  of  the  other  men  who  came  with  us  were  engaged,  and  they 
signed  articles  to  serve  on  the  Eappahannock,  and  we  left  them  on  board 
of  her.  I  saw  all  the  men  who  joined  the  steamer  at  Campbell's  house 
on  the  Sunday  morning  previous  to  our  starting  for  Loudon. 

MATTHEW  MoMULLAK 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

JOHN  YATES, 

A  Commissioner,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Opeioe,  May  26, 1864. 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  23d  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  depositions  respecting  the  engage- 
ment of  seamen  for  service  on  board  the  Eappahannock ;  and  I  have  to 
state  to  you  that  the  matter  shall  not  fail  to  receive  the  careful  attention 
of  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,'  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Ohaeles  Feawcis  Adaits,  Esq.,  (fee,  &c.,  i&c. 


Mr.  Adamis  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  715.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  10, 1864, 
SiK :  In  connection  with  my  No.  707,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  now  trans- 
mit copies  of  two  notes  received  from  Lord  Eussell  in  reply  to  two  of 
mine,  copies  of  which  were  forwarded  with  that  dispatch. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaeb, 

Secretary  of  State. 

50  A  c— VOL.  n 
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Uarl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

FoEEiGN  Office,  May  7, 186i. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  tlrree  more  depositions  relative  to  the 
part  taken  by  Mr.  Eumble  in  providing  men  for  tbe  steamer  Happahan- 
nock.  These  depositions,  as  well  as  those  inclosed  in  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  tlie  16th  ultimo,  have  been  re- 
ferred without  loss  of  time  to  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELI/; 

Chaeles  Feaitcis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc,  tfcc,  «fcc. 

[For  other  note  see  same  dispatch,  subdivision  "  The  Georgia,."  t^fe.]. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  998.]  Depaktmbnt  of  StatJ},. 

Washington,  June  20, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  June,  No.  707,  which 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Earl  Eussell 
on  tbe  23d  of  May  last,  concerning  enlistments  for  the  insurgent  marine 
service  in  British  ports,  also  a  copy  of  Earl  Eussell's  acknowledgment 
of  the  note,  and  also  copies  of  voluminous  afldavits,  which,  on  occasion 
of  writing  that  paper,  you  submitted  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs.  These  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  President, 
and  I  am  directed  to  approve  fully  of  your  proceedings  therein  set  forth, 
and  to  commend  the  urgency  with  which  you  have  therein  remonstrated 
against  transactions  as  palpably  unlawful  as  they  are  injurious  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  dc,  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


No.  1233.]  *  Depabtment  op  State, 

]¥asliington,  January  10, 1865. 
Sib  :  Mr.  Morse,  our  consul  at  Loudon,  by  a  dispatch  of  the  23d  ul- 
timo, informs  me  that  he  has  furnished  you  with  such  information  as  he 
communicated  in  that  dispatch  to  me,  concerning  the  written  order  is- 
sued by  insurgeuts  in  Great  Britain  to  some  of  the  crew  of  the  pirate- 
Florida,  to  report  /or  duty  on  another  piratical  vessel,  called  the  Eap- 
pahannock. 

I  will  thank  you,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  to  present  to  her 
Majesty's  government  such  remonstrances  against  these  proceedings  as 
may  in  your  judgment  be  expedient. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED^ 
Chaeles  Fbajsois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  d;v.,  &c. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

Fo.  863.]  Legation  op  the  IJnitep  States, 

London,  January  26, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
partment, numbered  from  1222  to  1233,  inclusive.    *    *     * 

In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  No.  1233,  dated  the  10th  in- 
stant, I  can  only  say  that  Mr.  Morse  on  that  day  addressed  to  me  a  let- 
ter embodying  the  substance  of  the  information  which  he  sent  to  the  de- 
partment, a  copy  of  which  letter  I  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Lord 
Russell  in  a  note  dated  the  14th.  To  this  note  I  have  not  yet  received 
any  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FRANOJCS  ADaMS, 
Hop.  WiiiLiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extrapt.] 

'So.  879.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  16,  1865. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Lord  Eqssell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 

rebels. 

•  *»*  #  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRA^^QIS  APAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bu^sell. 

Legation  oe  the  United  States, 

London,  January  14,  1865, 

My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place, 
furnishing  information  of  certain  proceedings  believed  to  be  conducted 
in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom, 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of'the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eael  Russell,  d^c,  tfcc.,  c0c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  14,  1865. 
My  Loed  :  Since  dispatching  my  note  this  morning  I  have  received 
farther  information  in  regard  to  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  from  th© 
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same  source.    I  hasten  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  a  copy 
of  another  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  dated  this  morning. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Eussell,  <fcc.,  tfcc,  die. 


Earl  Biissell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  14th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  two  letters,  dated  respectively  the 
10th  and  14th  of  this  month,  which  have  been  addressed  to  you  by  the 
United  States  consul  in  London. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &g.,  dc,  tfec,  London. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  27, 1865. 

Sir  :  "With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  does  not  appear  to  her  Majesty's  government,  from 
the  information  which  you  have  furnished  to  me,  or  from  such  informa- 
tion as  they  have  otherwise  been  able  to  obtain,  respecting  the  Hawk 
and  the  City  of  Eichmoud,  that  either  of  these  vessels  is  intended  for 
the  war  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  still  less  that  there 
has  been  any  illegal  equipment  in  this  country  of  either  vessel. 

With  regard  to  the  men  supposed  to  have  enlisted  into  the  confederate 
service,  the  greater  part  of  wliom  appear  to  have  already  sailed  for  Nas- 
sau by  the  City  of  Eichmond,  it  seems,  indeed^  to  be  probable  that  they 
came  together  for  some  purpose  connected  with  the  war  service  of  the 
Confederate  States ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  possession  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  show  either  that  any  particular  persons  among 
them,  being  natural  born  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  have  enlisted  in  that 
service,  or  have  left  this  country  with  a  view  to  such  enlistment,  or  that 
any  of  them,  whether  natural  born  subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  have 
been  induced  to  enlist  in  this  country,  or  to  go  from  here  for  the  purpose 
of  enlistment,  by  any  particular  person  or  persons  now  amenable  to  her 
Majesty's  jurisdiction. 

The  information  which  her  Majesty's  government  possesses  with  regard 
to  such  of  these  men  as  belonged  to  the  Florida  rather  leads  to  the  con- 
clusion that  when  they  arrived  in  this  country  from  Bahia  they,  whether 
subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  were  already  in  the  confederate  service, 
and  that  no  new  enlistment  or  engagement  in  this  country  need  be 
supposed  in  order  to  account  for  their  coming  together  and  going  out 
to  a  port  from  whence  they  may  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  Confederate 
States. 

I  have,  further,  the  honcjr  to  state  to  you  that  when  the  particular 
facts  relative  to  the  engagement  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  were  under 
the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government  on  the  occasion  of  the 
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presence  of  some  of  them  at  Liverpool,  it  was  found  that  they  had  been 
engaged  and  shipped  at  Mobile,  in  the  Confederate  States,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  did  not  seem  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  justify 
the  expectation  that  they  could  be  successfully  prosecuted  for  any 
offense  against  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Whether  the  men  now  in 
question  were  part  of  the  same  crew,  or  were  enlisted  for  the  Florida 
at  some  other  place  and  under  different  circumstances,  does  not  at  aU 
appear. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  is  not 
at  present  any  such  evidence  before  them  of  a  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  a«t — either  by  the  equipment  or  fitting  out  of  the  ships 
Hawk  and  City  of  Eichmond,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  the  enlistment 
or  procurement  of  men  in  this  country  for  the  confederate,  war  service — 
as  would  justify  them  in  taking  any  legal  steps  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Fo.  1301.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  13,  1865. 

Seb  :  I  give  you  for  your  information,  and  for  such  use  as  you  may 
think  proper,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  2d  of  January  last, 

which  Mr.  — ,  of  London,  has  addressed  to  this  department 

in  regard  to  the  Rappahannock,  her  origin,  and  to  the  proceedings  of 
Rumble  in  connection  with  that  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  <fcc.,  d;c. 


Mr. to  Mr.  Seward. 

LoNDONj  January  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  As  every  right-minded,  intelligent  person  in  this  country  sym- 
pathizes with  the  northerners  in  their  efforts  to  crush  the  rebellion 
which  now  rages  in  America,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  addressing 
yon  on  the  subject,  but  at  once  assume  that  the  expression  of  our  sym- 
pathy, though  it  be  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of  one  single  Englishman,  wiU 
find  a  warm-hearted  reception. 

Sir,  those  of  us  who  are  worthy  of  attention  on  the  part  of  our  Amer- 
ican brethren  have  considered  the  origin  of  this  war  with  a  feeling  and 
unprejudiced  mind.  We  do  not  forget,  in  our  estimate  of  the  causes  of 
the  horrors  and  the  tendency  of  the  deplorable  struggle  which  is  now 
going  on  in  America ;  those  inspired  yet  tragic  narratives  which  have 
emanated  from  the  pen  of  a  Stowe  and  the  tong-ue  of  a  Beecher,  those 
thrilling  and  soul-ronsiug  prose  dramas  which,  having  for  their  theme 
the  violated  laws  of  God  in  the  cause  of  the  poor  slave,  have  caused 
our  blood  to  boil,  and  have  established  in  us  a  loathing  and  aversion 
towards  the  rascallv  southerners  which  no  subordinate  after-considera- 
tions, no  policy  based  on  expediency,  nor  temporary  commercial  dis- 
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tress,  can  cause  to  vacillate  or  subside.  No,  sir ;  I  repeat,  tlia,t  every 
thiijking  Englishman  whose  sentiments  and  opinions  are  worth  a  mo- 
ment's consideration  is,  heart  and  soul  of  him,  a  well-wisher  to  the 
North ;  and  though  he  would  gladly  see  the  struggle  terminated,  an^ 
the  fair  fields  of  America  smiling  with  the  results  of  peaceful  industry, 
hp  does  not  and  cannot  wish  for  so  desirable  a  consummation  on  other 
than  principles  of  Divine  justice,  and  on  the  ground  of  liberty  to  the 
poor  slave ;  and  for  this  cause  we  have  hailed  with  heartfelt  joy  the 
President's  proclamation  annulling  slavery  throughout  the  United 
States.  That  was  a  righteous  and  glorious  act,  no  less  so  than  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  worthy  to  be  held  in  honored  remem- 
brance. And  though  philosophers  of  a  cold-blooded  and  time-serving 
school  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  see  in  it  nothing  beyond  the  aggress- 
ive and  retaliatory,  and  deprecate  it  as  an  unwise  provocative  of  the 
South,  the  brave  spirits  who  flung  this  firebrand  into  the  camp  of  the 
rebels  will  never  have  cause  to  blush  for  this  act  of  their  policy.  All 
honor  to  it!  Freedom  to  the  slave  in  the  United  States  of  America! 
Shame  to  the  wretch,  whether  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
who  will  not  rejoice  at  it. 

In  connexion  with  my  subject,  I  will  now  advert  to  what  may  seem 
to  our  transatlantic  brethren  a  scurvy  and  treacherous  course  of  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  Englishmen.  I  refer  to  the  Alabama  and  the  steam 
rams  and  the  Eappahannocks  which  have  been  fitted  out  on  these 
shores  with  hostile  intentions  towards  the  North ;  and  here  I  cannot  but 
feel  the  most  profound  indignation  towards  those  scabby  sheep  among 
us  who  disgrace  the  name  of  Englishmen  by  originating  these  things ; 
for,  if  these  privateering  vessels  be  regarded  by  the  North  as  an  expo- 
nent of  the  feelings  of  the  British  people  generally  towards  them,  a 
profound  mistake  must  exist  as  to  the  actual  facts.  Those  vessels,  sir, 
are  prepared  and  smuggled  out  of  this  country  just  as  contraband  arti- 
cles are  exported  by  "wretches"  (as  Dr.  Johnson  terms  them)  "who  do 
not  pay  the  customs."  Their  preparation  is  confined  to  a  few,  and 
although  in  some  instances  they  are  wealthy,  I  can  speak  from  personal 
knowledge  that  they  are  of  the  worst  class  and  ^.mong  the  most  base  in 
this  country ;  and  these  speculatists  have  taken  advantage  of  the  state 
of  the  times  to  enrich  themselves  by  methods  which,  as  an  honest  man, 
I  am  sure  that  my  countrymen  would  almost  universally  condemn.  Let 
not  America,  therefore,  associate  the  name  of  England  with  these 
things.  Englishmen  abhor  such  detestable  treachery.  Englishmen  do 
not  like  pirates  nor  piracy.  Englishmen  have  no  notion  that  buccaneer- 
ing is  a  legitimate  occupation  because  brother  Jonathan  has  his  hands 
full  of  intestine  trouble.  But  there  are  scoundrels  here  as  well  as  else- 
where; there  are  cut-throats  and  bravos  in  England  who  will  find 
means  to  carry  out  their  omni-murderous  and  incendiary  schemes  in 
spite  of  the  laws,  and  against  the  government  of  a  sovereign  whose 
expressions  of  regret  for  America  no  good  man  will  doubt.  These  infer- 
nal blackguards  are  the  originators  of  the  Eappahannocks,  &c.,  which 
were  fabricated  on  our  shores,  and  which  are  calculated  to  create  so 
false  an  idea  in  the  American  mind  as  to  the  nature  of  English  brother- 
hood. 

In  order  to  make  good  these  assertions  I  will  now  give  (so  far  as  my 
personal  knowledge  and  information  extend)  a  true  relation  of  the  ori- 
gin pf  the  Eappahannock,  and  supply  some  highly  important  particu- 
lars which  do  not  appear  in  the  published  accounts  of  this  case.  We 
are  informed  in  the  evidence  recorded  in  the  newspapers  that  Eobert 
Gordon  Coleman  is  the  owner;  that  one  Mr.  Fergusson  was  chief  engi- 
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neer,  and  ones  Mr.  Oarr  was  second  engineer ;  tliat  Fergussoh,  Oarr, 
Pearson,  the  partner  of  Coleman,  (and  a  banktupt  to  the'  amount  of 
some  £eOO,000  during  the  past  summer,)  and  the  deifendaht,  RuntbleS^ 
were  all  concerned  together  in  the  common  cause  of  enlisting  eihgineers 
and  stokers  to  serve  on  board ;  that  Fergus.son  and  Oarr  were  evidentJjf 
empowered  by  Pearson  (whom  the  witnesses  style  "  one  of  the  owners  "J 
to  hire  men,  and  that  they  did  so  with  as  much  authority  as  Pearson 
himself;  that  Eumble  had  told  Firth  (one  of  the  witnesses)  that"h6' 
should  like  to  go  his  halves,"  meaning  that  he,  Eumble,  would  like  to 
receive  half  of  Firth's  share  of  the  piracy  which  they  intended  to  cari?y 
out  in  the  Kappabannoek ;  that  Pearson  was  captain  on  leaving  Sheer- 
ness,  and  that  a  government  tug  took  them  out  from  Sheerness. 

Now,  all  this  and  much  more,  important  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  is  but 
half  the  tale;  for  neither  Pearson  nor  Eumble  had  either  the  audacity 
or  brains  to  concoct  this  mischievous  piece  of  business;  and,  consider- 
ing the  notoriety  in  the  naval  service  of  the  othe*  half  of  th^e  facts,,  it 
is  somewhat  astounding  that  nothing  should  have  been  elicited  respect- 
ing them.  For  example,  Fergusson  and  Oafr,  the  engineers,  though  prini^ 
actors  in  the  case,  do  not  appear  in  coru-t,  either  as  defendants  or  wit- 
nesses, and  they,  most  assuredly,  ought  to  have  appeared  in  one  of  these 
capacities;  for  neither  of  them  was  engineer  of  the  boat  beifore  She  was 
bought  by  Coleman,  Pearson  &  Co. ;  they  became  her  engineers  solely  by 
the  instigation  of  one  Iffr.  David  Partridge,  an  admiralty  officer,  who  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  job,  (thinking  the  American  state  of  affairs 
was  an  excellent  one  for  enriching  hifliself,)  and  who  persuaded  Pearson 
to  buy  the  boat.  He  it  was  that  sent  Fergussoh  and  C^r  to  Eumble, 
and  made  a  cat's-paw  of  the  latter  by  causing  him  to  appear  in  all  the^ 
salient  points  of  the  case,  while  he  himself  acted  as  the  powerful  but  cau- 
tious motor  of  it.  To  him,  as  I  said,  not  only  these  men;  but  W.  Aylmer, 
another  engineer,  (together  with  several  other  men  whose  names  do  not 
appear  in  the  evidence,)  owe  their  connection  with  the  scheme.  In  short, 
he  is  the  father  of  it;  yet  Partridge,  Fergusson,  Oarr,  nor  Aylmer, 
though  the  first  three  are  principals,  appear  on  the  tri^l,  and  this  is  a 
VI  ry  serious  and  astonishing  matter.  It  is  serious,  for,  as  I  have  before 
said,  all  true  Englishmen  must  wish  to  repudiate  all  sympathy  with 
this  vile  affair,  and  that  will  not  appear  to  brother  Jonathan  while  a 
British  court  of  justice  ignores  these  facts.  What  more  natural  than 
to  suppose  that  these  men  would  have  been  brought'  forward  on  the 
trial  f  They  are,  as  I  have  said,  notorious  participators,  nay,  piincipals, 
in  the  affair ;  yet,  although  the  case  is  put  off  on  the  mere  mention  of 
the  circumstance  that  Eumble's  son  was  present  at  a  conversation 
between  Eumble  and  one  of  the  witnesses,  at  Sheerness,  similar  facts  of 
far  greater  importance,  detailed  in  evidence  respecting  Fergusson  and 
Oarr,  are  passed  over  as  of  no  import.  Had  these  men  been  cited  and 
cross-examined,  the  most  vital  facts  of  the  case  would  have  been  elicited. 
Fergusson  formerly  kept  a  public  house  (The  Eoyal  Albert)  in  the  town 
of  Woolwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  Oarr  works  in  a  government 
dock  yard  there.  Eumble's  son  is  as  perfectly  aware  that  the  said  Par- 
tridge egged  on  the  elder  Eumble  as  the  latter  himself  is;  and  were  he 
questioned  by  the  lawyers  of  the  Crown,  could  fully  bear  out  this  state- 
ment. He  is  also  aware  of  all  the  facts  as  to  the  hiring  of  Fergusson, 
Oarr,  Aylmer,  and  others;  and  these  prime  facts  not  only  could  be 
brought  out,  but  ought  to  be,  for  the  love  of  common  justice  as  well  as 
justice  to  our  American  brethren. 

It  is  astonishing  that  Mr.  O'Kelly,  who  gave  the  information  respect- 
ing these  doings  at  Sheerness,  should  Tiave  contented  himself  with  the 
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meager  piece  of  information  whicli  he  has  brought  to  bear  on  the  case. 
He  appears  to  have  taken  a  too  hasty  survey  of  these  doings,  and  find- 
ing them  so  gross,  collected  those  which  appeared  on  the  surface,  and 
laid  the  information;  whereas,  had  he  made  a  more  patient  observation, 
he  would  have  been  richly  rewarded  with  a  multitude  of  correlative 
facts  (and  the  above  among  them)  by  which  the  ringleader,  and  all  con- 
cerned as  principals  in  this  aifair,  would  have  been  put  on  their  defense; 
whereas,  as  it  is.  Rumble,  "the  mildest-mannered  man"  among  them,  is 
the  only  defendant.  Now,  the  said  Partridge,  the  ringleader,  was  fre- 
quently at  Sheerness  taking  the  lead  (but  cautiously)  in  the  proceedings, 
and  on  the  occasion  of  the  Eappahannock  being  towed  out  of  Sheerness 
by  a  government  tug,  he  was  in  the  Eappahannock  directing  the  proceed- 
ings, (for  as  to  Pearson  acting  as  captain,  that  was  done  merely  as  a  blind, 
Pearson  being  manifestly  unfit  for  the  ofilce.)  This  Mr.  Partridge,  as  I 
have  said,  directed  the  proceedings  between  Sheerness  and  the  Nore, 
where,  finding  something  which  aroused  his  suspicious  that  all  was 
not  quite  so  safe  in  a  legal  point  of  view  as  he  wished  it  to  be,  he  slunk 
into  a, tug  and  came  back,  leaving  the  others  to  do  the  best  they 
could.  I  say  it  is  very  remarkable  that  these  and  many  more  similar 
facts  have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  O'Kelly,  considering  their  noto- 
riety, and  it  is  a  matter  of  much  regret  that  such  is  the  case;  for,  if  a 
ftdl  expose  were  made  on  this  occasion,  and  the  principal  offenders 
brought  to  justice,  it  would  operate  as  a  check  on  others,  and  prevent  a 
repetition  of  such  offenses,  which  is  one  result  that  the  writer  aims  at, 
and  to  show  that  these  doings  have  uo  general  character  on  the  part  of 
Englishmen,  but  are  entirely  instances  of  hole  and  corner  work  by  cliques 
of  dirty  rogues. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  William  H,  Sewakd,  &c.,  (fee,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  1011.]  LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London^  July  13, 1865. 

Sir:  On  the  5th  instant  I  received  notice  from  Captain  Britton,  the 
consul  at  Southampton,  that  the  notorious  steamer  Eappahannock,  so 
long  confined  at  Calais,  had  suddenly  made  its  appearance  at  that  place 
in  the  guise  of  a  British  steamer,  called  the  Beatrice.  On  learning  this, 
I  caused  the  information  to  be  sent  to  Captain  Walke,  of  the  Sacramento, 
and  accompanied  it  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Seward's  published  note*  to  Sir 
Frederick  Bruce,  of  the  19th  of  June,  as  a  guide  to  regulate  his  action. 

On  the  9th  I  obtained  intelligence  from  the  consul  at  Liverpool  that 
the  steamer  had  succeeded  in  getting  to  that  port.  Likewise  that  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  cotton  had  arrived  in  another  steamer  from  Ha- 
vana, which  there  was  strong  reason  to  believe  belonged  to  the  late  rebel 
authorities  at  Eichmond. 

On  the  10th  Captain  Walke  wrote  to  me,  making  a  report  of  his  pro- 
ceedings in  respect  to  the  Beatrice.  It  appears  that  he  had  succeeded 
in  identifying  her  while  on  her  passage  from  Southampton  to  Liverpool, 
but  in  a  situation  so  undeniably  within  the  limits  of  the  British  juris- 
diction that  he  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  interpose. 

*  For  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  Sir  P.  Bruce  see  Vol.  I,  p.  329. 
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I  replied  to  Captain  Walke,  approving  of  his  caution,  and  at  tlie  same 
time  advising  liim  to  be  on  the  watch  to  seize  the  vessel,  if  he  could  -be 
sure  of  her  identity,  should  she  appear  anywhere  on  the  high  seas.  But 
I  did  not  omit  to  add  a  caution  about  venturing  upon  the  exercise  of  any 
right  of  search  in  his  pursuit. 

Meanwhile  1  thought  it  best  to  send  instructions  to  the  consul  at  Liv- 
erpool to  take  the  best  professional  advice  as  to  the  practicability  of 
entering  a  preliminary  proceeding  against  this  property,  under  the  reg- 
ular forms  of  law.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  had  expressed  an  opinion  to  the  government  that  any  such  prop- 
erty found  in  British  ports  after  a  certain  time  might  be  subject  to 
claim  by  the  United  States.  Yet,  not  finding  myself  vested  with  any 
express  authority  to  go  to  that  extent,  I  have  preferred  not  to  commit 
the  government  at  this  time  further  than  to  propose  that  such  proceed- 
ings should  be  commenced  as  might  avail  to  attach  the  property,  and 
place  it  in  a  secure  position  until  specific  instructions  could  be  received 
from  Washington.  The  consul  has  apprised  me  that  the  necessary  steps 
have  been  taken  to  obtain  advice,  but  the  result  has  not  yet  come  to 
hand.  I  trust  that,  so  far  as  I  have  gone,  my  action  will  not  be  disap- 
proved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRAKCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  Htintbr, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.]^ 

No.  1485.J  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  July  25,  1865. 
SiE:  I  am  informed  by  a  dispatch  of  the  5th  instant,  (Ifo.  502,)  from 
the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  that  the  rebel  steamer  Eappahan- 
nock,  alias  the  Beatrice,  at  last  accounts,  was  at  Southampton  taking  in 
coals,  and  that  she  was  bound  for  Liverpool.  This  information  he  states 
he  telegraphed  to  you.  It  appears  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Eappa- 
hannock,  alias  the  Beatrice,  at  Liverpool,  there  wUl  be  four  insurgent 
vessels  at  that  port,  namely,  the  Eappahannock,  the  Sumter,  the  Talla- 
hassee, and  the  Ajax.  The  consul  further  informs  me  that  he  has  engaged 
a  person  to  watch  their  movements. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Ohablbs  Fkajstcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  tfec,  <&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1714.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  March  20,  1860. 

Sir  :  For  your  information,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17tli 

insl^nt,  from  Mr.  Charles  Haffner,  in  regard  to  the  complicity  of  Mr. 

David  Partridge,  of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  in  the  Eappahannock 

affair.    The  letter  sufficiently  explains  itself,  and  seems  to  call  for  no 
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comment  from  this  department.    I  have  placed -it  in  yottr  hands  in  order 
that  you  may  make  use  of  its  contents,  should  occasion  require. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  <&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Raffner  to  Mr.  Seward. 

NATS'  Yard,  Portsmouth,  Yirgiioa, 

March  17, 1866. 

Honored  Sir  :  It  is  with  much  reluctance  that  I  presume  to  trespass 
upon  your  attention,  and  will  be  as  brief  as  possible. 

From  the  petulant  manner  that  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  has  closed  the 
correspondence  respecting  United  States  claims  for  depredations  by  the 
Alabama  with  Mr.  Adams,  I  would  humbly  call  your  attention  to  one 
important  item  connected  with  the  Eappahannock  affair  in  Sheerness 
dock  yard,  which,  in  my  humble  judgment,  should  be  urged  against  the 
English  government. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact,  (for  I  traced  it  out  myself,)  that  David  Part- 
ridge, the  assistant  chief  engineer  of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  came 
down  to  Sheerness  dock  yard  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  l^ovember, 
1863,  and  steamed  the  Eappahannock  out  of  Sheerness  harbor,  at  11 
o'clock  at  night,  as  far  as  the  Nore,  and  then  returned  in  the  tug  that 
towed  her  out.  I  minutely  sent  this  statement,  with  the  names  of  the 
witnessing  parties,  to  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  in  London,  who  had  it  form- 
ally sent  to  the  admiralty  solicitor  at  Chatham,  who  duly  forwarded  it 
in  the  depositions  to  the  chief  solicitor  at  the  admiralty  in  London,  but 
(would  you  believe  it?)  had  it  expunged,  thus  stifling  a  very  important 
piece  of  evidence  against  Eumble  and  the  dock-yard  ofScials  at  Sheer- 
ness. 

I  hope,  honored  sir,  you  will  see  just  cause  to  complain  of  the  manner 
the  United  States  was  trifled  with. 

In  a  collateral  point  of  view,  I  would  just  call  your  attention  to 
another  fact: 

Eumble  had  two  effective  scouts  iu  Sheerness  dock  yard,  named  Jacob 
Parkes  and  Alfred  Oysten,  the  former  a  leading  man  in  the  fitting- 
shop,  the  latter  a  draughtsman  in  said  department.  It  is  matter  of 
record,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Morse,  the  game  that  these  vile  men  played 
in  stultifying  witnesses,  &c.,  &c.,  who  were  to  give  evidence  against 
Eumble.  Well,  after  Eumble's  acquittal,  these  men  got  promoted  to 
higher  situations,  Parkes  being  promoted  to  Malta,  and  Oysten  to  a 
foreman's  situation  in  Sheerness  Steam  Factory — doubtless  as  rewards 
for  their  zeal  in  Eumble's  defense.  And  now,  honored  sir,  Mr.  Morse 
can  supply  you  with  corroborations  of  what  I  have  stated  to  you,  respect- 
ing the  share  that  David  Partridge,  the  assistant  chief  engineer  of 
Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  took  in  the  Eappahannock  affair,  and  chief 
admiralty  solicitor  at  Whitehall,  expunging  such  damaging  evidence 
from  the  depositions.  My  only  apology  for  thus  intruding  upon  you  is 
simply  because  I  am  grieved  at  the  summary  manner  Earl  Clarendon 
has  disposed  of  Mr.  Adams;  and  again,  lest  you  might  not  have  known 
about  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Partridge. 

I  am,  honored  sir,  with  much  esteem,  your  humble  servant, 

CHAELES  HAFFNEE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 


^v)- 


